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by Robert Digitale 

Members, we are pleased to announce guidelines and criteria for our 2017 anthology, a book that will 
be all about Sonoma County. Our theme offers members the chance to seek out and capture stories that 
will give readers a better sense of what makes this land so special. This includes stories about people, 
places, history and activities that have helped define this county. 

For this anthology, we are adding a whole new category of stories. The book still will feature short 
fiction and poetry, but we also plan to include a wide range of nonfiction (including memoir). Our hope 
is that this entire mix of stories will appeal to readers far beyond our own membership. Indeed, we want 
to emphasize we are looking for stories that will appeal to general readers. 

Here is what we are seeking in both fiction and nonfiction: 
1. Unique stories that break new ground, captivate readers and capture some significant or 

interesting aspect of Sonoma County. 
2. Works that are uniquely shaped because they are tied to Sonoma County. In other words, the 

story wouldn’t be quite the same if it were based in some other part of the country. 
 

For many of us, nonfiction writing will be a new challenge. The editors of this anthology understand 
this and want to help members embrace the challenge and succeed. To that end, some of the editors will 
make themselves available to give feedback as you consider possible subjects and think about how you 
might pursue and write your stories. We also will bring in speakers to offer some wisdom at an 
anthology workshop on Saturday, Jan. 14. 

Finally, this isn’t a requirement but a strong recommendation. We want to try to avoid having 
multiple people write on the same subject (be it Jack London, the 1906 earthquake or Christo’s Running 
Fence.) As such, we would appreciate it if before you begin your submission, you inform me, editor 
Robert Digitale, of the topic. To do so, send a synopsis of up to 200 words (In it, please summarize why 
the story will appeal to general readers). Send the proposal to 2017anthology@redwoodwriters.org. I 
will be happy to inform you if someone else also plans to write on that subject and, if you wish, to 
assign two coaches to briefly offer feedback on what approach would best improve your submission’s 
chances for publication. 

Under this process, multiple people still may choose to focus on the same topic, but at least they will 
know that it’s unlikely that more than one of those submissions will be accepted. And while 
participation with the coaches provides no guarantee of your submission’s acceptance, our intent is to 
help give valuable feedback for preparing your prose or poetry. 

Please see the next page for the Guidelines and Criteria 
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GUIDELINES: 
For this anthology, each Redwood Writer member may submit one work of either fiction or nonfiction 
and one work of poetry. All works must be original and unpublished. 
 
Submission period: Members may submit their work starting Feb. 1. THE DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSIONS IS MIDNIGHT MARCH 15. 
 
Submissions will be uploaded at redwoodwritrers.org. The submission file should be sent as a 
Microsoft Word document. We ask that the selected font be Times New Roman, set at 12 point, with 1-
inch margins for the pages. 
 
Works of up to 2,500 words will be accepted for fiction and nonfiction. Works of poetry are allowed 
up to 28 lines in order to fit on one page. 
 
Our emphasis is on stories. As in past anthologies, we won’t accept opinion pieces or essays. 
 
For the benefit of our readers and for our growth as writers, we want to help each other hone these 
works to make them the best possible. As such, each member whose work is accepted will be expected 
to work with an editor in order to make recommended revisions. 
 
CRITERIA: 
For both fiction and nonfiction, works will be judged based upon: 
 
1. Uniqueness and ability to captivate the reader (See item 1 above). 
2. An authentic sense of place (See item 2 above.) 
3. Story structure and voice. How does the writer tell the story and how well does she/he tell it? 
4. Spelling, grammar, punctuation. 
 
In addition, nonfiction stories will be judged on accuracy and relevance. We want you to get at the 
heart of your topic and to get it right. 
 
For fiction, stories also will be judged based upon dialogue, characters, pacing and story arc. 
 
For poetry, works will be judged based upon: 
1. MAIN IDEA—The poem conveys or evokes a main or overall idea or feeling or    thought.  For this 
anthology, the MAIN IDEA should convey or evoke an idea, feeling or thought that is related uniquely 
to Sonoma County. 
 
2. WORD CHOICE—The poem uses imagery and concrete words to express or support the MAIN 
IDEA. It avoids vague words and clichés. 
 
3. POETIC FORM—The parts of the poem relate together to form the MAIN IDEA. The poem 
observes poetic conventions such as using sounds, lines, stanzas, repetition, and metaphors, even 
rhyme, to express or support the MAIN IDEA. 
 
4. GRAMMAR—The poem follows prevailing rules of grammar for word arrangements, phrases, and 
sentences. 
 




