
The Redwood Writer   1 

“Writers Helping Writers”                        April 2013                               www.redwoodwriters.org                               

www.redwoodwriters.org                                         www.redwoodwriters.org                               

www.redwoodwriters.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 14, 2012 SPEAKER 

 
Jordan Rosenfeld 

 

One of the biggest mistakes indie authors 

make is to try and go it alone. Without the 

infrastructure of traditional publishing, authors 

often miss important steps and hurry to get their 

manuscript to market. Rosenfeld is co-founder 

of indie-visible: literary justice for all, a writers’ 

collective of 16 independent authors who 

publish together, acting as a small press while 

still remaining independent. 

She will talk about the power of collective 

energy, promotion, and professionalism, 

emphasizing ways for indie authors to look and 

act like professional publishers themselves. She 

will also stress ways to approach the process, 

from beginning to end, that will help an indie 

author rise above the rest. 

Jordan E. Rosenfeld learned early on that 

people prefer a storyteller to a know-it-all. She 

channeled any Hermione-esque tendencies into a 

career as a writing coach, editor, and freelance 

journalist and saves the Tall Tales for her 

novels. She earned her MFA from the 

Bennington Writing Seminars and is most 

recently the author of the novel, Forged in Grace 

(indie-visible ink).   

For more information on Jordan Rosenfeld 

at www.jordanrosenfeld.net.    

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE   

2 Vice-President’s Message by Sandy Baker and 

Thonie Hevron 

3 Nomination Committee Call for Officers, by 

Jeanne Jusaitis  

4 Member in the Spotlight by Sher Phillips 

Gamard 

5 Use Strong Language: Verbs by Karen 

Batchelor  

6 Poetry Place  

7 9 Best Practices for Twitter by Frances 

Caballo 

8-9 Breaking News  

10-14 Announcements  

15 Editor’s Corner and Guidelines 

 

Date:   Sunday, April 21, 2013 

Time:  1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Place:  On a hillside above beautiful Alexander 

Valley, near Cloverdale. RSVP information below.   
 

 

 

Join the “grow your own” literary celebration of 

spring! Bring your stories or poems to share at this 

wonderful celebration. Readings are for up to five 

minutes. All members and guests are welcome.  

 

RSVP: attendance, readings, directions, and 

arrangements for our potluck dinner, contact: 

Sher Gamard gmard@redshift.com.  
 

http://www.jordanrosenfeld.net/
mailto:gmard@redshift.com
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

By Sandy Baker and Thonie Hevron  
                

 

April is a vivacious month with multiple 

personalities.  It starts off with Fools, then showers, 

then National Poetry Month, Lawn and Garden Month, 

National Welding Month, National Peanut Butter and 

Jelly Day, School Librarian Day, Rubber Eraser Day 

(we kid you not), Children’s Book Day, and ONE YEAR FROM NOW, our fourth Redwood Writers 

Conference Day.  It’s tentatively scheduled for April 26, 2014.  (Save the Date!!) 

A year seems a long time away, but as we start planning, the days and months will fly by much more 

quickly than we thought or wished.  We co-chairs are in the process of recruiting the organizing team.  We 

will develop a theme, something that sets the whole tone and direction of the conference.  Last year’s was 

“Next Step” and our tracks were Craft, Genre, Publishing, and Marketing, with a big emphasis on ebooks, 

social media, and self-publishing.  These were some of the most popular break-out sessions. 

The conference is for all levels of writers.  Last time we offered sessions on historical fiction, poetry, 

mystery, grammar, research, agents, local marketing—sixteen total.  Are there topics you’d like to have 

presented at the conference?  Here are some broad categories: fiction, non-fiction, children’s books, poetry, 

technology and business, marketing and publishing.  Think about the topics and dig deeper into each one: 

dialog, POV, YA or Middle Grade, genre, character, intellectual property and copyright, sales taxes, pitching 

to an agent, query letters, Facebook and Twitter, etc.  What are your topics of choice? 

We have reviewed the evaluations from last year.  They were very good to excellent with a few 

constructive comments thrown in.  Let’s face it; there is always room for improvement.  That’s why we’re 

asking for your ideas and suggestions now about what you’d like to see at our 2014 conference. Believe it or 

not, we must begin inviting and confirming speakers very soon.  The good ones with the hot topics are 

booked quickly. 

Just send email to sandybaker131@gmail.com with your ideas.  We will collect and share them with the 

conference team when we convene—which will be very soon.  Here are your fellow Redwood Writers who 

have already signed on to help in one capacity or another: Linda McCabe, Kent Sorensen, Michelle Wing, 

Robert Digitale, Frances Caballo, Jeanne Jusaitis, Jan Boddie, Charles Markee, David Ramirez, Helen 

Sedwick, Brenda Bellinger, Linda Reid, and Jean Wong.  Some are veteran conference volunteers, some are 

brand new.  We’re still in need of a couple more good men and women, in particular, a conference treasurer 

and parking manager.  Several other positions may emerge as we proceed with our planning. 

Please stay tuned, send Sandy your ideas, and give some thought to volunteering for our/your 2014 

Redwood Writers’ conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominations Committee Calls for Officers 
 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to 
with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, and 
other stores.  Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the customer anything. Once you are 
signed up, and you shop at one of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood 
Writers will be automatic. These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. The money is 
waiting for us to claim! 

 Scroll down on the left column and click on the eScrip on-line mall link 
 Click the "Add" button at the top right, then click the "Next" button 
 Click the orange "Shop Now" button on the left. 
You don't have to be a registered eScrip user and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order 

from 1,000 name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part. 
 

 

 

mailto:sandybaker131@gmail.com
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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                                            Call for Nominations  
                              By Nominations Chair, Jeanne Jusaitis 
 

On Thursday, February 21
st
, 2013, the Nominating Committee met for the first 

time. Those in attendance were Chairman Jeanne Jusaitis, Robbi Sommers Bryant, 

Linda Reid, Kate Farrell and Robin Moore. 

The committee discussed possible candidates for the upcoming election. We need 

to recruit members to replace two Vice Presidents, one Secretary and one Treasurer. This will 

make up our slate for the June election. We are happy to announce that Kent Sorenson, David Ramirez, and 

Sharon Hamilton have agreed to join the Board.  

If you would like to nominate someone for any of the offices, please write a letter to me. Also have the 

nominee write a letter too. My email address is: mizitis@comcast.net  

All nominees must be present at the June meeting for the election. 

On another topic, our current President, Elaine Webster, has resigned from the presidency. The Board 

has appointed Vice President Robbi Sommers Bryant for President until the June election. Robbi graciously 

accepted the nomination for President. She will be on the June slate. 

We appreciate the hard work and leadership that Elaine Webster has generously given to our 

organization as President. She will continue her valuable work as the CWC and NorCal representative. 

 

  

 

Remember that until June 30, 2013, membership dues for new members have been reduced to 

$42.50, instead of $65.  This started on January 1 and will continue only to June 30. Tell all your friends 

now is the time to join! Then renewal is only $45.00 for the entire year – July 1
st
 2013 to June 30, 2014. 

If you would like to become a member or would like to renew your membership, please do so by 

following the link at our website:  http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/join.  

A nominating committee has been formed and members will be asked to fill open positions. Please 

see the article above by Jeanne Jusaitis for information on nominations or if you would like to volunteer 

for one of the open positions.  The Redwood Writer Club policy and procedure manuals can be viewed at 

http://redwoodwriters.org/about/policy-procedure.  

 

 

Calling All Authors! 
Author Book Launch 

 

Date: Sunday, July 14, 2013 

Time: 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Place: Flamingo, Santa Rosa.   

Cost: $5 for members, but all guests attend free!  

The sign-up for the 2013 Author Launch is now underway. If you have already published or 

expect to publish a book or e-book between the dates of July 2012 and July 2013, you are eligible to 

participate. Spaces are granted on a first come, first served basis. To reserve your spot or for more 

information, send an e-mail request to info@ jeaneslone.com. 

Author Launch this year will be held in a new, longer format, allowing more writers to participate. 

There will be a break in the afternoon event. All guests may attend free. Members are charged the 

usual meeting rate of $5. 

Authors are of course encouraged to bring books to sell. They may keep 100 percent of the profits 

for themselves 

mailto:mizitis@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/join
http://redwoodwriters.org/about/policy-procedure
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 

Jan Bodie 
 

 

By Sher Phillips Gamard  
 

Jan’s life is like a woven basket of many 

strands.  The basket spins with two colors 

alternating and intertwining—sandstone and deep 

blue.  These two spinning colors of her life could 

also be called: connection with Mother Earth and 

connection with Spirit, the outer life journey and the 

inner journey, individuality and community. 

Outer life journey: As a young adult, Jan felt a 

calling to be a teacher but dropped out of college 

when she found out that teachers were required to 

stick to a strict curriculum.  In 1963, while living in 

Boston, her interest in folk music became a 

“Coffeehouse Theatre” column in Broadside folk-

music magazine.  This, her first writing project, 

lasted for ten years!  Meanwhile, she met Eddie, 

serious student of martial arts,  a big man with a 

heart that matched his size.  Traveling to Japan in 

1973, Jan and Eddie entered the respected Kodokan 

Judo Institute where they experienced an intense 

and rigorous two-year training before returning to 

live on Cape Cod. 

In 1977, Jan decided to make another move 

west, this time to San Francisco.  Two years later, 

feeling deeply guided to return to school, she 

enrolled in Antioch College, completing her BA and 

MA degrees.  Jan worked as a volunteer for the 

Shanti Project, which provided support for the 

terminally ill and their families, until they hired her 

as a counselor in the first AIDS unit of S.F. General 

Hospital.  This very intense and heart-rending work  

 

 

 

 

lasted for two years.  She then became a therapist in 

private practice and also earned her PhD from 

Sierra University. 

Jan’s life opened into a new dimension in 

March 1993 when she met the love of her life, 

Marystella, at a seminar.  Together, they embarked 

on “a spiritual journey beyond beliefs.” 

Inner life journey: During repeated retreats in 

Sedona, Arizona, Jan and Marystella learned to 

tune into the vortex energies of the Earth.  In 1996, 

they were guided to move to Marystella’s family 

home in Santa Rosa.  Since 2001 their learning and 

growth has continued as a dozen energy vortices 

and portals have opened on their half-acre of land.  

“Your love was the first vortex,” said a shaman 

from Ecuador who visited them.  

Jan and Marystella have taught CEU classes at 

SRJC and Memorial Hospital’s Life Learning 

Center and, more recently, they are leading their 

own groups in the expansion of awareness of Earth 

energy and connection with Spirit. 

Four years ago, Jan started writing her memoir 

which tells the story of her participation in the 

emerging awareness of unity, or, as she calls it, the 

downfall of duality, return of the divine feminine, 

and transformation of the Earth.  Jan is grateful to 

Redwood Writers for the warmth of its members 

and the many opportunities presented as writers 

help writers.  

The weave of Jan’s life spins together to form 

a vortex.  The beautiful colors may be seen and yet 

together they merge to create a whole pointing 

toward unity.  Learn more about Jan and 

Marystella’s work at www.vortexjourneys.com  

 
 

 

    Pam Kopack               Muriel Ellis  

     Ellery Akers               Don Riley  

http://www.vortexjourneys.com/
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Upcoming RWC Contests! 
 

Memoir Contest: submission deadline June 15, 

2013. Awards at the August 2013 general 

membership meeting. 

 

Fiction Contest: submission deadline July 15, 

2013. Awards at the September 2013 general 

membership meeting. 

 

Poetry Contest:  submission deadline August 

15, 2013. Awards at the October 2013 general 

membership meeting. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Use Strong Language: 

Verbs   

 

Part of an occasional 

discussion on writing fiction 

 

by Karen Batchelor 

 

We do not need to replace all—am, is are has 

been, have been, will be, and the others.   There are 

perfectly okay sentences with there are—for 

example, this one. However, I would suggest 

changing as many as possible. 

To get our minds thinking in this direction, let’s 

do a little exercise: 

Jane walked home. List as many verbs as 

possible that could replace walked. To get you 

started: ran, jogged, limped, raced, trotted, ambled, 

sauntered, strolled.    
 

This month’s challenge:  

1. Write a one-paragraph summary of your 

day—or yesterday. Underline all the verbs. 

Then try changing as many as possible to 

more powerful verbs. 

2. From your list of verbs, choose two that you 

seldom use. Write a sentence for each. 
 

In writing class, we often hear “avoid the 

passive.” We don’t mean entirely the grammatical 

definitions (passive voice), although it has a part in 

weak language. We really mean that sentences 

should be powerful, and carry meaning. Use strong, 

not stative, verbs—verbs that heighten feeling, 

sharpen scenes, and generate more precise 

language. 

The first draft is not usually the time to worry 

about language particularly. That initial effort is to 

get the story on paper, to figure out what happens, 

who did it, and why. We need to get to the end of 

the story (or chapter) first. But before I take it to my 

critique group, I comb through the manuscript 

looking for places I can change to make the story 

more effective. I look for weak verbs and choose 

stronger ones. I change some am, is are, was, were, 

has been, etc. to more active sentences. I go through 

it again, varying sentence patterns, and opt for more 

interesting words. Strong verbs can spice up your 

story. The last run-through should be for 

punctuation, spelling, grammar, clarity, and 

continuity.  

Examples of sentences with weak verbs: 

1. There were empty milk buckets around the 

outside walls of the farmhouse. 

2. After their meeting, Bob went to his car and 

started it. 

3. The boy was standing opposite me with an 

angry look on his face. 

How can we make these sentences stronger and 

more efficient?  Maybe something like this: 

1. Empty milk buckets lined the outside walls 

of the house. 

2. After their meeting, Bob shuffled to his car 

and hung his head for a minute before he 

stuck the key in the ignition. 

3. The boy planted himself opposite me and 

glared. 
 

Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories, 

essays and professional articles. She is co-author of 

eight textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View 

College was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006. 

Her work has appeared in Sanskrit, The Contemporary 

West, Diverse Voices Quarterly, Career Education, 

Wide Open, CWC Literary Review, and other literary 

journals. She won an Honorable Mention in a Writers 

Digest Contest, and was a finalist in a Glimmer Train 

contest in 2008. She also won two online contests with 

wordsfordollars. 
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each 

month a poem or two will be selected to be printed in the 

newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space available. 

Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 

Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and 

email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 

freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 of the month to be 

included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Waiting it out in the ICU (for Michael) 
—Marilyn Campbell 

 
Hope ebbs and flows 

like the surf at 

high tide. 

The blips and hiccups 

of your monitor, 

are music to my ears. 

 

Peaks and valleys 

dance across the screen  

to reassure me, 

pushing back thoughts of 

the dreaded flat line. 

 

Like you, 

they pulse with energy 

as primal 

as life itself. 

 

(to Michael:   December 26
th
, 2012) 

 

 

Pockets 
—Barbara Toboni  
 

used to be  

I found small stones 

sand from the playground 

toy cars 

 

broken pencils 

teacher’s notes 

candy wrappers 

rubber bands 

 

matches 

combs 

phone numbers 

guitar picks 

 

the careful pile  

I placed on his dresser 

 

now he washes his own clothes  

and he does not marvel 

over the remnants as I did 
 

Sounds 
—Nancy Lockard Gallop 

 
There is thunder 
and the pup flees under the bed 
whimpering. 
 
There is the crack of window glass 
and the woman alone 
calls 911. 
 
There is the 4 am shotgun blast 
and the migrating bird 
spirals to the ground. 
 
There is silence 
and the waiting woman 
shivers with the terror of love. 
 

 

Return Of The Perennials 
—Nina Tepedino 
 
The mockingbirds sing mating obligatos. 
The honeysuckle is hoping for hummingbirds. 
The sage shows her velvet pungent leaves. 
The bees have returned to the rosemary.  
The comfrey sends up spiked shoots. 
The lemon balm's root sprouts new branches. 
The early alyssum fragrance comes on the breeze. 
The thyme and oregano resume culinary purpose. 
The miner's lettuce and chickweed  

dominate under foot. 

The oxalis spreads its yellow carpet 

under the bare-black chestnut trees. 

The first yellow acacia begins its lustrous glow.  

A lingering chill in the wind chases away the sun. 

A high flying solitary white egret's wing span 

reflects the morning light mist. 

My thoughts go to wondering about winter's end, 

but my senses of sight, smell and sound tell me:  

It's Spring, again! 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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4.   Don’t tweet just to “get something out 

there.” Twitter isn’t a chore. Make sure the 

content you tweet is worth reading and will 

provide information your followers will 

want. 

5.   Do you find that you are envious of other 

users’ tens of thousands of followers? 

Don’t be. Twitter isn’t a numbers game. 

Whether you have 50 or 5,000 followers 

doesn’t matter. What does matter is 

whether or not you interact with other 

users. 

6.   If you have evergreen content on your 

blog, don’t be afraid to schedule tweets of 

older blog posts as long as the information 

is still relevant. 

7.   Talk to people. Thank them for sharing a 

great blog post, comment on an updated 

profile photo, and ask questions. 

8.   Don’t limit the users you follow to other 

writers. Follow publishers, social media 

experts, and even photographers. Widen 

your tribe. 

9.   Be social! Respond or reply to at least three 

of your followers daily 

It takes time to feel comfortable on Twitter, so 

be patient with yourself. Follow some of the 

individuals noted under Further Resources as well 

as authors you admire, and observe how they use it. 

Try a new application each week until you find the 

ones you like best—or start with the five suggested 

above and stick with them. Review your settings, 

look at trending issues, and take time to interact 

with your expanding Twitter tribe. 

 

Twitter is tremendous. Truly it is. The 140-

character limit to tweets can seem restrictive at first, 

but you will find the limitation liberating. Think of 

Twitter as poetry. 
 

Twitter’s Newsfeed is Your News Source. 
 

If you want the most up-to-date news you can 

find, you’ll discover it on Twitter. If there’s an 

earthquake in Mexico, Japan, or San Francisco, a 

user will report the first tremor. Protests in Libya, 

Tunisia, and Egypt have been called Twitter 

revolutions, and the social media channel has been 

credited with furthering causes. 

Twitter is a happening place—and it’s fun. 

Success on Twitter is determined by how social you 

are, how courteous you are, how informative you 

are, and how much you engage with the faces 

behind the avatars. To be successful, all you have to 

do is make yourself accessible to your audience and 

get to know its members. 

The limitation of 140 characters doesn’t 

diminish the impact of this great social media 

channel. In this era when the attention span of many 

people is shrinking, tweets are an efficient way to 

communicate great nuggets of information. 

9 Tips for Tweeting Your Way to Success on 

Twitter: 
 

1.   Newspaper copyeditors write headlines to 

attract subscribers. Think of your tweets as 

headlines, and make them grab your 

followers’ attention and bring them to your 

blog, website, or book. 

2.   Join or initiate a Twitter chat and take part 

in discussions. 

3.   Use a scheduler to space your tweets 

throughout the day. Tweet four to eight 

times daily Mondays through Fridays, and 

less frequently over the weekend. 

 

9 Best Practices for 

Twitter 
 

By Frances Caballo  
 

About the Author: Frances Caballo is a social media 

trainer, strategist, blogger and author of Social Media 

Just for Writers: The Best Online Marketing Tips for 

Selling Your Books.  

 

Famous Writer Quotes 
 

Any man who keeps working is not a failure. 

He may not be a great writer, but if he applies 

the old-fashioned virtues of hard, constant 

labor, he'll eventually make some kind of 

career for himself as writer.- Ray Bradbury 
 

http://www.act-comms.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Social-Media-Just-Writers-Marketing/dp/1480030821/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1350010115&sr=8-3&keywords=social+media+just+for+writers
http://www.amazon.com/Social-Media-Just-Writers-Marketing/dp/1480030821/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1350010115&sr=8-3&keywords=social+media+just+for+writers
http://www.amazon.com/Social-Media-Just-Writers-Marketing/dp/1480030821/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1350010115&sr=8-3&keywords=social+media+just+for+writers
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I am a top-ten finalist in the Writers Digest Your Story #48 competition. Please 
see entry "A" at the "Your Story Forum," at the online community at 
http://www.writersdigest.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=73210 - Louise J. 
Belle. 

 
 
The Benicia Library bought my book, The Lighthouse Beckons, from Amazon for 
inclusion in their library. My book was also accepted as a donation in the Solano County 
libraries in Cordelia and Fairfield.  Finally, back in February, I was part of a temporary 
exhibit called "Freedom is a Hard Bought Thing" at the Benicia Historical Museum. I 
wrote an original poem called "Emancipate Me" for the exhibit to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation.  –Juanita Martin 
 

 
I am happy to announce I have a newly updated website at www.bigwords101.com, 
but I finally hired someone to do it right! There you will find my blog, The Grammar 
Diva Blog,  I will send posts once or twice a week. If you haven't gotten a post yet, 
you can subscribe on the site. I am offering my services of selling grammar books, 
offering grammar workshops to groups and corporations, and copyediting fiction and 
nonfiction. Grammar Rules! –Arlene Miller  
 

 

 
Not Your Mother’s Book…On Travel, officially released March 26, 2013, 
includes my story, “Revisiting the Aloha Spirit,” as read at the Salon held at 
Elaine Webster’s house.  I also have two stories in NYMB…”On Being a 
Stupid Kid”, which were read at the Salon at Robin Moore’s Salon.  Visit 
http://www.publishingsyndicate.com to order a copy.  Reading my writing to 
live audiences at SoCo’s and The Salons have been very productive." - John J. 
Lesjack. 
 
 

 
Yet another lawyer-poet.  My book, Among the Shapes that Fold & Fly, was just 
published by Sugartown Publishing.  The book uses imagery to explore environmental 
issues.  Peter Leverich says, “Patricia Nelson uses words and images like an 
expressionist painter uses form and color.”  John Hart says, “she zeroes in on the ways 
language can reduce experience, not do justice to it.”  The book is available at Book 
Passage in Marin or from Sugartown Publishing. Their website is at  
http://www.sugartownpublishing.com/publications/buy_now.  Patricia Nelson 
 

 
 
 
I was featured in the Mill Valley Lit March edition. I won first prize in the Short 
Fiction Contest and it will be online March 15. Here's the link: 
http://millvalleylit.com.  Also, my book, Sheriffs' Calls In The Point Reyes Light is 
coming out this year from Harper Davis Publishers. The others are already out and 
will be available for sale. 

http://www.writersdigest.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=18&t=73210
http://www.publishingsyndicate.com/
http://www.sugartownpublishing.com/publications/buy_now
http://millvalleylit.com/
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My newly released, Dream, by Robbi Bryant, is the second place -winner in 
The Los Angeles Book Festival in Best of Genre. –Robbi Sommers 
Bryant. 
 
 
 

My newspaper column, “Calaveras Treasures,” published weekly in The Union Democrat 
newspaper, took first place in this year's National Federation of Press Women competition 
(Northern California Chapter).  The category was newspaper column (general). My Calaveras 
Treasures entry now advances to the national competition. –Sunny Lockwood  

 
 
I am co-creator of the upcoming anthology Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On Cats. May 1, 2013, 

is the due date to submit funny, silly and endearing cat stories of 500 to 2,500 words. Visit 

https://publishingsyndicate.com/ for submission guidelines.- Margie Yee Webb, 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the winners of the 2013 Redwood Writers Play 

Writing Contest!  Winning plays will be produced at Redwood 

Writers 3rd Annual Play Festival at 6th Street Playhouse on June 27 

through June 30, 2013.  From left to right:   Darrell Grisham, Lynn 

Millar, Scott Lummer, Jean Wong, Jack Fender, Kay Mehl Millar, 

and Tony Sciullo.  
 
 

 

Congratulations Winners of the 

2013 Redwood Writers Play Contest! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Fender  

The Bucket 
 

Darrell Grisham 

Crossroads 
 

Scott Lummer 

Starbucks 
 

Lynn Millar 

Art of the Matter 
 

Kathryn Miller 

Intervention 
 

Tony Sciullo 

Open House 
 

Jean Wong 

Hot Water 
 

https://publishingsyndicate.com/
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Master of Ceremonies is Farrell Winter 

 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Snacks are available. 

Please support the SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open 

Mic sign-ups start at 1:30 p.m. First come, first served. Open 

Mic Limited to five minutes per person.  

 

Contact:  Abby Bogomolny at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin 

Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our 

website: http://redwoodwriters.org. 

Date:  Saturday, April 27, 2013 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., early sign  

           up at 1:30.   

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,    

           Santa Rosa.  

Writers Forum of Petaluma 
 

Presenter Amanda McTigue  
 

Welcoming Readers: Innovative Approaches to Story 

 

Date: April 18, 2013       

Time 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Place: Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 

Price: $15 at the door 

 

How are today’s readers different from readers past? Can insights into their point of view help us write 

better stories?  

These questions inspired Amanda McTigue as she drafted her debut novel, Going To Solace (Harper 

Davis, 2012). She wasn’t thinking about promotion, she was thinking about craft. Now, having just 

returned from a whirlwind of publication celebrations (including book club discussions featuring her novel 

and a lengthy East Coast book tour), Amanda is more convinced than ever that today’s writing—regardless 

of genre—benefits from a closer look at today’s readers. Through a provocative talk and plenty of Q&A, 

Amanda will share fresh ideas about writing character and action, but also writing for readers today.  Join 

Amanda as she explores new ways to invite, guide and ultimately captivate readers to and through our 

stories.  

Amanda McTigue had a bang-up year in 2012 with the publication of her first novel and a short story 

anthologized in The Writing Disorder’s Best Fiction Of 2012. She’s currently drafting her second novel 

(working title, Monkey Bottom). A Yale grad and former producer at Paramount, her works for theater have 

been produced at Carnegie Hall, the Minnesota Opera and in Sonoma County at the new Green Music 

Center. She co-produces the Aqus Speakeasy Literary Saloon in Petaluma. She’ll moderate a panel for the 

Women’s PowerStrategy Conference™ at the Wells Fargo Center in June. Next fall she will teach a new 

course in Music and Culture at Sonoma State University. For lots more info, visit amandamctigue.com. 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/
https://amandamctigue.com/am/Home.html
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Monday, April 8, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
Drop in or reserve space: (707) 544-2491 or 

info@jeaneslone.com. 
 

 
Tuesday, April 23, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 
 

Drop in or reserve space by calling  (707)  889-3419. 

 

The Art of Character Workshop 

 

Date: April 20, 2013 

Time: 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Place: Best Western Wine Country Inn & Suites, 870 Hopper Ave., Santa Rosa 

Cost: $25 for members, $35 for nonmembers.  Open to the public.   
 

Need help making your characters come to life? Who better to offer assistance than renowned author 

David Corbett, whose books such as The Devil’s Redhead, Done for a Dime and Blood of Paradise, have 

kept mystery and thriller readers hungry for more? Referencing his critically-acclaimed new book, The Art 

of Character, Corbett will teach a four-hour workshop where he promises to:  

 Explore unique and compelling ways to conceive characters from the outset; 

 Deepen character portrayals by exploring the five essential qualities of compelling characterization; 

 Create character biographies that rely on dramatic scenes, not on descriptive information; 

 Explore the character’s role in the story; and 

 Examine the techniques for rendering the character on the page, especially through voice and 

dialogue. 

This workshop is sponsored by the Redwood Writers Club. For more information and to register, go to 

www.redwoodwriters.org/the-art-of-character/.  Register now and don’t miss out on a great opportunity to 

strengthen your character(s)! 

 

JUANITA MARTIN BOOK LAUNCH! 
 

Date:  April 25, 2013     

Time:  6:15 -7:30 p.m.  

Place:  Bookshop Benicia, 636 First St Benicia. 

 

Please join Juanita Martin at her book reading and signing for her beautiful book of 

poetry, The Lighthouse Beckons.  This bookshop also carries Juanita’s book. To 

read more about her book please visit http://redroom.com/member/juanita-j-

martin/books/the-lighthouse-beckons.  

Come and hear five authors 

read their books at both of 

these events!  

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/the-art-of-character/
http://redroom.com/member/juanita-j-martin/books/the-lighthouse-beckons
http://redroom.com/member/juanita-j-martin/books/the-lighthouse-beckons
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Women’s National Book Association – San Francisco Chapter presents: 

10
th

 Annual Pitch-O-Rama: Meet Agents, Editors, and Publishers 
 

Date:   Saturday April 13, 2013 

Time:  8:00 am – 12:30 p.m. 

Place:  Swiss Louis Restaurant, Pier 39, San Francisco, California 

Cost:   $60 members*, $70 non-members, Continental Breakfast Included 

 

Here’s chance to pitch your book in an informal, relaxed atmosphere at a San Francisco 

landmark restaurant, a tradition since 1936, in waterfront dining rooms that provide a panoramic view of the 

Bay. Membership price special offer extended to current CWC members. Kate Farrell is co-chairing this 

event!  There will also be a free pre-pitch session from 8:00-9:00 a.m., and a publishers panel luncheon from 

12:30-1:30 p.m. for $35. Must be registered to attend the luncheon. Space is limited.  

For more information and to register, go to   

http://wnba-sfchapter.org/pitch-o-rama-meet-the-agents-editors-and-publishers/  
 

 

         Day of the Book Writers Conference 

  

             Date: April 20, 2013 

              Time 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

              Place: John F. Kennedy University, 100 Ellinwood Way, Pleasant Hill 

              Cost: $35 with lunch; Faculty, staff, alumnae: $25; Students: $20. 

  

Banned & Recovered: Artists Intervention is a collective response by 37 artists to the conspicuous 

success of book challenges and bannings in U.S. schools and libraries and the real threats to the U.S. 

Constitution posed by the 2003 U.S. Patriot Act. 

Artists created new works of art inspired by titles from the long list of banned and challenged books. 

The result is a spectacular collection of witty, whimsical, angry, and thought-provoking statements about the 

ramifications of censorship and the importance of free speech. Together, the works shed new light on 

problematic issues and engage visitors in a lively dialog about the power of art in the face of censorship. 
Two Redwood Writer Members will be speaking at this event: Catherine Bramkamp on Write your 

Book Now, and Jeane Sloane on Women in the Air. For more information and a conference schedule, please 

visit http://www.jfku.edu/Events/Day-of-the-Book.html.  

 

 

BOOK LAUNCH- JC MILLER 
 

 

Date:  Sunday, April 21, 2013 

Time: 2:00 pm 

Place: Gallery 300, 300 South A. Street, Santa Rosa 

 

Please come and join JC (Jeanne) Miller as she launches her exciting new novel, 

Vacation.  Vacation is a Last Light Studio Contemporary title. Please visit her 

website for advance reviews: http://jcmillerwriter.com/Vacation.html.  Everyone is 

welcome!  

 

http://wnba-sfchapter.org/pitch-o-rama-meet-the-agents-editors-and-publishers/
http://www.jfku.edu/Events/Day-of-the-Book.html
http://jcmillerwriter.com/Vacation.html
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Memories 

 

 

 

Date: Saturday May 18, 2013     

Time:  2:00-4:00 p.m.      

Place: Santa Rosa Central Library 

211 E Street Santa Rosa (707) 545-0831 

 

Redwood Writer Tami Casias emcees this every-other-month afternoon of literary delights from 

Sonoma County authors. Each Odd Month Reading (OMR) has a theme, but readers are welcome to share 

any writing they like. 

OMR takes place in libraries throughout the county. Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work in 

public! Sign up by e-mailing omr@redwoodwriters.org. 
 

 

 

Date:  April 7, 2013    

Time: 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.  

Place: Blackbird Café, 12781 Sir Francis Drake Blvd,  Inverness California  

 

At this event, "Small Towns, Big Stories", Susanna Solomon will read from 

her upcoming short story collection, Sheriffs' Calls from the Point Reyes 

Light.  She will be joined by Redwood Writers Amanda McTigue, reading 

from Going to Solace, and Gil Mansergh, reading from The Marvelous 

Adventures of Miss Virginia Pettingill.   

 

 
If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for    those looking to form groups. 

If you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-

mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 

interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 

cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 

experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 

highly recommend them!    

 

Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:omr@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
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Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 
 

 

 

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin 

County. After college, she worked for several California law enforcement 

agencies. She retired after 35 years and uses her experience to write thrillers 

based on the rich and textured life of the people behind the badge. Read more at 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com. 

 

 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 

County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 

to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 

appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Also Deborah blogs for animal 

welfare and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter.  Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost $25 

and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif.  No 

formatting assistance will be provided.  All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related.  The 

Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

 

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 

http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer/.  You  can read the complete ad guidelines at 

the same link.   

 

Any ads not of interests to writers or writing related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads are 

placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will be 

saved for the next newsletter. 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com/
http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

 

At last month’s meeting, Judy Baker gave an 

vibrant presentation on how to effectively 

organize follow-up when we have interacted with 

other people.  She quoted Woody Allen by saying 

eighty percent of success is in showing up.  

As writers, how do we show up after we have 

made an important contact? Judy suggested we 

follow up the next day after the event or 

interaction, because people will better remember 

us.  She suggested several ways to organize your 

contact system so you would not lose important 

contact. Her suggestion was to create a contact 

management system: first acquire contacts, then  

organize, enter data, synchronize, and finally take 

action.  

She also talked about branding as a marketing 

tool. We all remember certain products by their 

brand names.  Well, as a writer, it’s not our book 

that is to be promoted, but ourselves.  We are the 

brand, and our books are the tools to promoting 

our unique talent as writers.   

This is all food for thought.  Starting today, 

how can you (1) effectively follow up those you 

have made a connection with and (2) promote 

yourself as an writer and/or author rather than 

promoting your book alone? 

        

Susan Littlefield  

The Redwood Writer Editor   

 

 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Jeanne Miller 

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 

of each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each 

month. Please email poetry submissions to Juanita 

Martin at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share 

writing-related accomplishments only. Please 

write your news in first person in 75 words or 

less. All pieces over this limit will be edited down.  

Please include a picture.  

Article submissions should be around 500 

words, but we are flexible. Please make sure to 

check your spelling and grammar prior to 

submission.  

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related.  Please note we no longer publish 

member’s private fee-based events. Please include 

your picture and details and a text copy about 

your class or event.  

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please 

keep word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will 

be published as space permits. Overflow is saved 

for the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the 

second Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 

p.m. in the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo 

Hotel in the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to 

the membership meeting. All members welcome.  

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Osha, Jeanne, Juanita, and 

Mona for all your hard work on The 

Redwood Writer!  

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com

