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A Lesson from 
The Grammar Diva
New Rules for Writers
Join us for a discussion about the various approaches to 
grammar (descriptivism versus prescriptivism), and talk 
about some of the “rules” that are in flux. Then, Arlene 
will talk about how writing a book proposal, a creative 
nonfiction book, a novel, and a nonfiction book have 
different grammar requirements. When can you break the 
rules? Which rules can you break? We will discuss formal 
writing, dialogue, narration, and more.

About Arlene Miller
Arlene Miller, also known as The Grammar Diva, is the author of six 
grammar books and a novel. Her first grammar book, The Best Little 
Grammar Book Ever, has sold thousands of copies and is being used by 
schools and colleges. Her newest book, Fifty Shades of Grammar, is a 
compilation of 50 of her best blog posts. The purpose of Arlene’s books is 
to clear up common grammar issues. In addition to writing books and her 
weekly blog post, she is a copyeditor for both fiction and nonfiction and 
offers grammar and business-writing presentations and workshops. She 
recently retired from eleven years of teaching 
English in the public schools in Petaluma. 
Arlene has been a featured speaker at the 
Sonoma County (CA) Book Festival, Bay Area 
Independent Publishing Association (BAIPA), 
Sonoma County Library, Romance Writers of 
America, Society of Technical Communications, 
College of Marin, Copperfield’s book store, and 
several community groups. She holds degrees in 
print media, English, humanities, and California 
teaching and school administration credentials.




