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DECEMBER 8, 2013 SPEAKER  
 

 
 

    
 

Lisa Brackmann 
 

How All Good Writing Keeps Us in Suspense 

 
Join New York Times best-selling author Lisa 

Brackmann for a discussion on how techniques for 

writing crime fiction can be applied to nearly any 

genre. Learn how suspense and mystery can help 

drive narrative, turning a plod into a page-turner. 

Lisa Brackmann has worked as an executive 

at a major motion picture studio, an issues 

researcher in a presidential campaign, and was the 

singer/songwriter/bassist in an LA rock band. Yes, 

she will do karaoke, and she’s looking to buy a 

bass ukulele. Her debut novel, Rock Paper Tiger, 

set on the fringes of the Chinese art world, made 

several “Best of 2010” lists, including Amazon’s 

Top 100 Novels and Top 10 Mystery/Thrillers, 

and was nominated for the "Strand Magazine" 

Critics Award for Best First Novel. Her second 

novel, Getaway, won the Los Angeles Book 

Festival Grand Prize and was nominated for the T. 

Jefferson Parker SCIBA award. In her latest book, 

Hour of the Rat, character Ellie McEnroe makes a 

return in a sequel to Rock Paper Tiger. For more 

information, please visit her website at 

http://www.lisabrackmann.com/.  
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“I Wonder as I Wander: Stories of Insight, 

Inspiration, and Celebration!” 
 
Date: Friday, December 13, 2013 

Time: 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

Place: Santa Rosa 

Please RSVP for registration, readings, directions, 

and our wonderful potluck dinner. Sher Gamard at 

gmard@redshift.com  
 

http://www.lisabrackmann.com/
mailto:gmard@redshift.com
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                        Joel Friedlander Designs Books 
 

                                         By Robert Digitale  
 

Joel Friedlander designs books. Someone once heard this and told him it 

must mean, “You just put the page numbers on a page.” 

If only it were that easy. However, writers who want to self-publish their 

works quickly learn that producing a good looking, readable book involves, as 

Friedlander puts it, “a whole myriad of decisions.” Many of those writers turn for 

insights to Friedlander and his popular publishing blog, thebookdesigner.com. 

Friedlander’s odyssey in printing and publishing spans decades, from his boyhood days watching his 

printer father turn lead into hot type to today’s digital, print-on-demand processes. His career has included 

producing high-end photography books and owning his own publishing company, releasing a book that 

made the cover of the New York Times Book Review. 

While Friedlander has been designing books for years, he still seems surprised at the response to his 

latest reincarnation as an expert to self-publishers. To hear him tell it, he was simply looking for a new way 

to drum up some book designing jobs when he launched his blog and website in 2009. 

Since then he has written 1,100 articles on such topics as attractive type fonts, copyright pages and the 

worst mistakes of self-publishers. Thebookdesigner.com now draws 50,000 to 60,000 unique visitors each 

month. 

“It’s the highest traffic website in the independent publishing community,” he said. 

Moreover, it’s made him a believer in the value of blogging. 

“I don’t think there’s anything that compares with the marketing power of a blog.” 

The website’s success has led to new ventures, including the creation of ready-made templates that 

allow self-publishers to create professional-looking book interiors using Microsoft Word. The templates are 

sold at bookdesigntemplates.com. 

Friedlander is slated to speak at two breakout sessions at April’s Redwood Writer’s Conference, “From 

Pen to Published.” 

The sessions are: “Judge a Book by its Cover,” and “Publishing Pathways.” In the first, he’ll describe 

the five jobs of a book cover and he’ll give three ways to evaluate a cover. In the second, he’ll talk about 

such print and ebook publishing options as CreateSpace and Smashwords. 

Each self-published author’s situation is unique Friedlander said, but all of them have a big decision to 

make, namely how many of the steps in the process do they want to tackle themselves, as opposed to hiring 

someone to help. As they proceed, writers must realize they are starting a venture as not only the author but 

also the seller of their books. 

“You have to have a certain amount of entrepreneurial spirit,” he said. 

Still, he is quick to offer this advice to writers: “Publish.” Try different approaches, perhaps first 

publishing just a chapter on a website and starting a conversation with readers. 

And he still expresses optimism about the role of authors. 

“Writers change the world one reader at a time,” he said. “But you can’t change the world with a book 

that’s still on your hard drive or in a box under your bed. Self-publishing is how we get those books into 

readers’ hands.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Digitale is a staff writer for The 

Press Democrat. He has conceived and 

edited three fictional serials that appeared in 

the newspaper using multiple writers. He 

has published his first fantasy novel, Horse 

Stalker, and is writing the second book in 

the series, Blaze and Skyfire, 

Editor's Note: this article is the first in a series of four to be 

written by Robert Digitale on speakers at the 2013 From Pen 

to Published writing workshop. Go the next page to see 

information on the poetry and prose contests! Also, got to 

http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-published/ 

for early bird registration for the conference!  

http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-published/
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Robert O'Ferrall 

Amy Robinson 

Julia Park Tracey 

Lee Gant 

Helena Mitchell 
 

Attention! Volunteer Positions Needed! 

 

Sandy Baker and Thonie Hevron are hard at work organizing the Redwood Writers conference 

scheduled for April 26, 2014. Only two more volunteer positions are open for this one-time 

commitment: Ad sales and Grant writer. Ad sales are solicited from the public for our program. Most 

sponsors from previous years are eager to participate again so the workload is light. Grant writer is also 

a minimal effort. We have one, and possibly a second grant request for student attendance. If you are 

interested in either of these projects, contact either Sandy Baker at sandybaker131@gmail.com or 

Thonie Hevron at pigtales@sbcglobal.net. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Get your pens ready! Why? Because it's only four 

months and 26 days until the "From Pen to 

Published" Writers Conference on April 26, 2014! Go 

to http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-

to-published/ for early bird registration!  

mailto:sandybaker131@gmail.com
mailto:pigtales@sbcglobal.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-published/
http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-published/
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                   REDWOOD WRITERS HOLIDAY PARTY!  
 

 

 

 

Nina Tepedino is now coordinating special and seasonal potluck buffets for our monthly meetings. For 

the December 8, 2013 meeting, she would love your traditional hot or cold dishes, such as decorated holiday 

cookies, fruit cake, colorful dips for veggies and chips, sparkling punch, olives, popcorn, oranges, and your 

own creations! Please be sensitive to members who have sugar free diets by using (as much as possible) 

ingredients that are organic, as well as preservative and GMO free. You are welcome to label your 

ingredients. 

We are celebrating many cultures: Yule/ Solstice, Christmas, Hanukkah, St Lucia, Las Posadas, 

Solstice, Kwanza, and some I may have missed. Please bring something to place on a display table that 

represents your family and your talent. You may also bring decorations such as holly branches, mistletoe, 

pine wreaths, etc.   

Please email Nina at ninatep9@gmail.com, or call her 542-5122, if you would like to participate. Thank 

you, Nina!  

    Welcome New Membership Chair Jan Rowley 

 

Redwood Writers gives Skye Blaine a big "Thank You!" for her work as 

Membership Chair for the last several months, and welcomes Jan Rowley 

(pictured left with Ali) now in this position.  

Jan is involved in a number of activities that "keep me, if not young, at least 

active."  She enjoys home cheese making and is a member of Wheyward Bound 

Home Cheese Making Club. She has been a volunteer with PALS (Pets are 

Loving Support) for almost 10 years now. She has lived with Cavalier King 

Charles Spaniels for over 25 years. Her household is currently ruled by three 

Cavaliers, Robbie, Birdie, and Ali. She is a member, past president and past 

board member, of the Bay Area Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club. She 

produced The Cavalier Wag (club newsletter) for 6 years. She has been active in 

rescue in the past, and hopes to do so again in the future. 

Most recently, Jan has followed her dream of writing with classes, both online and through the Santa 

Rosa Junior College. She is also active in two critique groups, "for which I am so grateful". 

 

 

 

 

 

Contest/ 

Publication 

Open 

Date 

Deadline Notification/ 

Winners 

Play Contest 2013-14 (general public) Oct. 2013 Dec. 15, 2013 Feb. 9, 2014 

Conference/Prose (conference attendees only) Nov. 10, 2013 March 15, 2014 April 26, 2014 

Conference/Poetry (conference attendees 

only) 

Nov. 10, 2013 March 15, 2014 April 26, 2014 

 

PAY ATTENTION-DEADLINES! 

mailto:ninatep9@gmail.com
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      VICE-PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

                          By Sandy Baker  

 
 

Want to write? Want to publish? Find out much of what you 

need to know at next year’s Redwood Writer conference! 

Registration is open. In case you missed the November monthly 

meeting, we launched the conference plus its prose and poetry 

contests. Early Bird registration and contest deadlines are March 15, 

2104. Sooo, get out your pen and get ready to be published. Save up 

your moola and give yourself a practical present—the conference! 

Please save the date: April 26, 2014, again at the SRJC. 

Using your recommendations and the 2012 conference evaluations, the speaker team (Thonie Hevron, 

Linda McCabe and I) put together 16 sessions that tend toward nuts-and-bolts: how you move along the 

writer continuum to eventually become published. 

We kept the same sensible tracks—Craft, Genre, Publishing, Marketing. The breakout sessions will 

answer many nitty-gritty and how-to questions: Why do I need ISBNs or have to pay sales tax to the state? 

How can I make my own book trailer? How do I develop my platform and brand? How can a critique group 

make me a better writer? Should I self-publish or keep looking for an agent and publisher? How do I write a 

short play? How can I design an appealing book cover? How do I use social media and why? And how do I 

write a first page or non-fiction book proposal that will knock the socks off an agent?  

Other topics will address point of view; the genres of fantasy, romance, and non-fiction/memoir writing; 

dialog and setting. Our presenters will include familiar faces as well as new ones, all experts in their fields. 

Your challenge will be to select only four among the sessions offered. 

John Rothmann, noted radio talk show host, author, and political analyst, will rev up the morning along 

with breakfast to weave our theme into an inspiring keynote presentation. Preeminent poet and critic Dana 

Gioia will address the lunchtime crowd with “The Joy and Misery of Being a Poet.” He knows both! We’ll 

also launch our first-ever poetry anthology and make the conference poetry contest awards. Prose contest 

and the Jack London awards will be announced during snack time at the end of the day. 

As you can tell, the conference will be a jam-packed event, filled with practical and provocative 

presentations. All the conference information is available on our website www.redwoodwriters.org. Browse 

the bios and blurbs of our speakers, select your sessions, and get in on the $125 Early Bird conference fee 

for members. Non-members pay $155. (Isn’t that incentive to join?) All fees include parking; passes will be 

available upon registration. 

Anyone interested in writing may attend our conference—members, non-members, students, 

experienced or novice writers. There is something for every level of writer or wannabe. Please spread the 

word and help make this, our fourth conference, a great success! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING MEMBER SURVEY! 
 

Members: Help improve Redwood Writers! Coming soon will be instructions and a link to take an 

online survey. You will be notified with an email soon. Please take the survey! Help make this club 

what you want it to be so that we can all be "writers helping writers." Thanks! 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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Past, Present, Future 
Part of an occasional discussion on writing fiction 

 

By Karen Batchelor 
 

 Years ago, I read a manuscript by a new 

writer. It was a fantasy with some good elements, 

but the story began in the simple present tense (The 

workers stand in the factory ready to start their day 

of labor.) Approximately half-way through the 

short story, the author shifted to past tense, and 

from there to the end, made several unconscious, 

unintended changes in verb tense.  

 It’s your story and you can tell it any way you 

want. Present tense? Past? Future? 

 Present tense:  Helen sits by the window 

and stares out at the snow. Present tense brings the 

reader closer to the action. For variety, you can slip 

in some stories from the past—but the story line 

has to shift to show that. 

 Past tense: Helen watched him stagger up 

their front walk. He lost his balance and fell into 

the snow. Past tense is a very common and efficient 

way to tell a story. And past tense allows you to tell 

the story at a distance.  

 Past perfect tense. Before the accident, 

Helen and her sister had been friends. We use the 

past perfect when we are writing in the past tense, 

but referring to an event that happened earlier. This 

tense really cannot be used to tell an entire story.  

Heads up: Once you have begun your story in 

one verb tense, you should stay in that tense for the 

majority of the story.   

 Consider the verb tense when you set out to 

tell your story. Do you want a bit of distance 

between the action and the reader? Try past tense. 

Do you want the reader with his nose right with 

you in the investigation? Try simple present. Do 

you want to make a prediction? Use the future.   

Verb tenses are a way of organizing our stories 

so that they are easier to understand. If we use them 

for that purpose, verb tenses can be helpful. 

Read this paragraph and identify the shifts 

in verb tense. 

After the party, Joe sat in the car, wondering 

why Amanda wouldn’t give him the time of day. He 

turns on the radio and shakes his head. His 

optimistic gene took over and he got out of the car 

again. 

Another suggestion: Proofread your story 

carefully to catch these unintended shifts in verb 

tense. 

Your challenge:  

1. Write a short scene in the simple present 

tense.  

2. Write a simple scene into which you insert a 

flashback.    
 

 Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories, essays 

and professional articles. She is co-author of eight 

textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View College 

was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006. Her work has 

appeared in Sanskrit The Contemporary West, Diverse 

Voices Quarterly, Career Education, Wide Open and other 

literary journals. She won an Honorable Mention in a 

Writers Digest Contest, and was a finalist in a Glimmer 

Train contest in 2008. She also won two online contests 

with wordsfordollars. 

 

"I put a piece of paper under my pillow, and 

when I could not sleep I wrote in the dark." 

Henry David Thoreau 

 

"If there's a book you really want to read but it 

hasn't been written yet, then you must write it." 

Toni Morrison 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 PAM PIZZIMENTI   
 

                    
The Case of the Home Schooling Novelist 

By Matthew Gollub  

  
When Pamela Pizzimenti writes, she puts on 

her game face. Time, between home-schooling her 

four children, is short. She stares down at the blank 

screen, fingers ready to fly. Sometimes the Y.A. 

novelist snatches a few moments at lunchtime. Or 

when her husband can cover the home-based school 

on Fridays. Or when she models writing while her 

kids, ages 6-16, work on their writing, too.  

Another way Pizzimenti makes the most of her 

writing time is by plotting her novels before her first 

drafts. “I never start writing a story,” she says, 

“without knowing how it will end.” Many of her 

best ideas occur to her while driving in her car or 

listening to music. She constantly reads Y.A. books. 

“You have to,” she explains, “if you want to write 

for this audience.” She takes pains to remain attuned 

to the literature and sub-cultures of the different 

aged kids in her life. She reads what they read and 

tries out her material on her oldest son’s network of 

home-schooled teens.  

A public school teacher since 1999, Pizzimenti 

chose to embark on her present lifestyle in 2008, the 

same year her first Y.A. novel, The River Whispers, 

was published. “When I was teaching,” she recalls, 

“I would read a lot of the Y.A. stuff but felt it 

lacked nuance and richness of language.”  

Prior to teaching Pizzimenti had worked for 

years in radio, so she came to the field of books 

armed with know-how about generating publicity.  

 
 

 
 

  

The River Whispers rose above mounds of 

competing Y.A. novels to snag a Writer's Digest 

Book Awards, International Self-Published Book 

Award, and a Finalist citation from the Next 

Generation Indie. I had the pleasure of meeting this 

warm and personable writer. Her blue eyes danced 

with enthusiasm and insight as she elaborated on a 

host of remarks: 

Q. In The River Whispers, Evie, a young 

teenager, endures the heartbreak of losing a loved 

one. Is her loss based on your experience as a 

youth? 

A. As a writer of YA, I work with some of the 

issues of my youth. To write good YA, I think an 

author has to recall how they viewed the world 

when they were young. Some might call this a 

luxury, others might call it painful—having to go 

back and remember what first love felt like, what it 

felt like to be left out, made fun of, trying to fit it, 

or trying to be different. It's not always easy to 

remember what was important to us when we were 

young. The way we experience loss when we're 

young is very different from how we experience 

loss as an adult. When we're young, it's often the 

first time we realize that we are not invincible, that 

as things change, we need to change too. 

Q. How do your years as a public school 

teacher inform your Y.A. writing today? 

A. Teaching and parenting enable me to learn 

from the kids around me about what is important 

to teens today. I think it's important to stay in touch 

with the current 'youth culture' and the issues they 

face. 

Pizzimenti aspires to write books with big 

ideas and that are the sorts of books kids want to 

read. Contrasting her genre with adult fiction, she 

points out that Y.A. plots are more inter-

connective, and that young people expect authors to 

write with greater honesty. Finding connections and 

respecting the audience with honesty is not a bad 

outlook to nurture for a writer, teacher and home-

schooler of four. Pamela's website is at 

http://pamelapizzimenti.webstarts.com/index.html 

 

Don't forget about the great flyers at 

the end of the newsletter!  

http://pamelapizzimenti.webstarts.com/index.html
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KIDLIT CORNER 
 

By Natasha Yim 
 

Question from Redwood Academy Writing KidLit. Workshop 
 

When you submit to a publisher, how do you prevent your work from being 

stolen? 
 

This is sometimes a genuine concern from 

writers, especially those who may be just starting 

out in the writing and publishing business. Putting 

your manuscript out there in cyberspace or the slush 

pile black hole can be a scary thing. So, here are a 

few tips on copyrighting your work and protecting 

yourself as a writer. Be assured that: 

Reputable publishers DO NOT steal a 

writer’s work. Ditto for agents. Established 

publishers have a wealth of manuscripts to choose 

from. They’re inundated with submissions, many 

from excellent writers. Their reputations depend on 

the books and the authors they publish. And they 

won’t risk that reputation on plagiarism lawsuits. 
Knowledge is power. Do your research. The 

best way to protect your work is to check out the 

publishers or agents you’re sending your work to. 

Remember, no certification or licensing is required 

to hang up your shingle as a publisher or agent. 

Check publishers’ websites, review what books 

they’ve published, who their authors are (many 

authors have websites too, and you can contact 

them directly to inquire about their experiences with 

the publisher/agent), look for the books at your 

local library or bookstore, find reviews.  
Listen to your gut. If your gut tells you that 

something is too good to be true, it probably is. 

There are a couple of websites that are extremely 

useful in weeding out problem publishers and 

agents: 

 Preditors and Editors (www.pred-ed.com) 

This website offers warnings about 

suspicious agents, editors, and publishers, 

plus guidance to help writers avoid being 

scammed. 

 The Association of Authors’ 

Representatives. This is a professional 

organization for literary and dramatic 

agents. Agents have to agree to a canon of  

 

Natasha Yim is an author, freelance writer, and 

playwright. Her picture book, Otto’s Rainy Day 

(Charlesbridge Publishing) was a Kids’ Pick of the Lists 

selection. She has published articles in Highlights for 

Children, Appleseeds, and Faces magazines, and her ten 

minute plays have been performed in venues around 

Northern California, Los Angeles, and Sydney, Australia. 

Her picture book biography, Cixi, The Dragon Empress, 

was released by Goosebottom Books 

(www.goosebottombooks.com) in fall 2011. Natasha’s 

upcoming books, Sacajawea of the Shoshone 

(Goosebottom Books) is due out in fall 2012, and Goldy 

Luck and the Three Pandas (Charlesbridge Publishing) is 

slated for a January 2014 release. 

 

    ethics. Not all  reputable agents are 

members. But ALL members have to 

maintain the organization’s professional code. 

A word on Agents. Reputable and legitimate 

agents and publishers DO NOT charge reading fees 

to read your manuscript (this is part of the AAR’s 

canon of ethics.) Agents get paid a commission 

when they sell your book. If you’re asked to pay 

any money upfront, run for the hills! 
Copyrighting your work. It’s not necessary 

for writers to register work with the copyright office 

for your work to be copyrighted. A writer’s work is 

automatically copyrighted when you put words to 

paper. Ideas, however, are not copyrightable. The 

U.S. Copyright office gives this explanation, 

“Copyright law grants protection to original works 

of authorship fixed in a tangible medium of 

expression. Copyright covers both published and 

unpublished works.” But if you choose to do so, 

you can access their registration form here: 

http://www.copyright.gov/eco/. Registration costs 

about $35. Copyright lasts for the lifetime of the 

author plus 75 years. 
 If you have questions or comments about 

writing KidLit, send them to Natasha Yim at 

natashayim@natashayim.com. 
 

http://www.pred-ed.com/
http://www.copyright.gov/eco/
mailto:natashayim@natashayim.com
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. 

Each month a poem or two will be selected to be printed 

in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space 

available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times 

New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems 

as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin, 

Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 of the month to 

be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita 

Martin  
 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Cedar Waxwings  

—Cristina  Goulart 

 
Slender branches bob 

Still-green leaves shimmer 

A dozen small wings flutter  

 

A flock of cedar waxwings  

Dramatic in black masks and white eyeliner  

Wearing proud feathery caps 

Bounce from branch to branch  

Feasting on a weed’s purple berries  

  

At a second story window 

My cat and I are rapt  

He with a hunter’s yearning  

I with a weary heart’s delight  

  

For my inertia I am grateful  

Having let the volunteer sapling grow 

I am now rewarded  

  

Time stops for me 

My bank balance and the clock are forgotten  

When a sleek yellow-tipped male 

Pauses 

And with tilted head 

Looks at me through a pane of glass  
 

Pets 
—Robert M. Shafer 

 

My canary 

my cat  

my dog  

my horse 

I thank you for your  

benevolent patience 

as you suffer through 

my childish chattering  

and my simian contortions. 

I feed you  

I medicate you 

I clean up after you 

I cajole you to be human 

It’s no wonder you love me 

so much  

Although at times  

you appear exhausted 

by my attention. 
 

Definition by Haiku 

Home is where I am 

Myself and loved even when  

We do not agree. 

 

Betsy Burns Westing 

 

 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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I am pleased to announce the October 2013 publication of my intriguing debut novel, 

Bleed Through, which is now available on Amazon.com. A mystical tale of four 

families whose lives intertwine over 200 years of history, Bleed Through makes a 

great gift for all—straight, multi-ethnic and/or lesbian/gay readers. Any Redwood 

Writer member interested in writing a review? Please see me at the meeting about 

receiving a lender copy. - Ayin Weaver 

 

 

 

The formal announcement will be out near Thanksgiving, but I have been notified 

that I won the "Police Blotter" fiction contest at Oak Tree Press, a small indie press.  

My prize is a publishing contract for Intent to Hold, the second in a series of 

suspense novels for e-book and print copy, merchandizing and marketing subsidy as 

well as in-house editing and cover design. Intent to Hold will be out some time in 

the middle of 2014.- Thonie Hevron 

 

 

I am delighted to announce that my collection of short stories, Point Reyes Sheriff’s 

Calls, inspired by actual entries in the sheriff’s calls in the Point Reyes Light, will 

soon be available from HD Media Press. Come join the fun and meet Mildred, an 

opinionated wife, her long suffering husband Fred, Linda, a well-endowed cop, Alice, 

an awkward fourteen year old, and Thomas, 15, who has a hard time staying out of 

trouble. –Susanna Solomon  

 

 

 

 

 

Sleeping with the Gods is (finally!) out. Kirkus Review says, “A passionate debut 

story collection...creative reinventions...mammoth legends...the collection's Greek-

god gambit allows each story to take a good dark turn.” I will also be one of the 

featured readers at Coffee Catz in Sebastopol on Sunday, December 15, 2013 at 12:30 

p.m. Please see http://coffeecatz.net/ for more information. –Jean Wong  

http://coffeecatz.net/
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Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order 

with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, and 

other stores. Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you are 

signed up, and you shop at one of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to 

Redwood Writers will be automatic. These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. The 

money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a registered eScrip user and Redwood Writers 

gets 1 to 16% of your order from 1,000 name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part. 

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button on the left side of the page and follow the 

instructions! 

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
Featured Readers:  

Jabez Churchill and Linda Jay Geldens 
 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Please support the 

SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to five 

minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please practice 

reading your piece prior to coming to the open mic.   

This event is organized by Redwood Writer members Abby 

Bogomolny and Robin Moore.   

Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 

rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 

http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/.  

Date:  Sat, December 28, 2013 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., Early 

           sign up at 1:30.  First    

           come, first served.  

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th 

St,    

           Santa Rosa.  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost $25 

and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif. No 

formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. The 

Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 

http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer/. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 

same link.   

Any ads not of interests to writers or writing related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 

are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will be 

saved for the next newsletter. 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  
 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 

County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 

to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 

appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs for animal welfare and 

advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 

may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 

you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 

 

 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. 

If you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your 

e-mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with 

similar interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in 

homes or cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have 

some experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally 

used. I highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 
 

Please Note  

 

There will be no Dine with Local Authors during December due celebrations of the Christmas holiday. 

However, Wine and Dine with Local Authors will go on as usual on December 12, 2013 from 6:00 – 

8:00 p.m., and it will be a very special event! Please see the wonderful flyer designed by Jeane Sloane at 

the end of the newsletter.  

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

 

Here we are and the holidays are upon us 

again. We have the annual holiday party at the 

December 8 meeting, where members read their 

holiday poems and we celebrate holiday traditions.  

Did you see the announcement on page four? 

Nina Tepedino is now organizing food for the 

monthly meetings, and she has some fabulous 

food ideas for the December 8 meeting. If you 

have food you would like to prepare, or if you 

would like to bring a holiday ornament or 

keepsake to show, please email Nina at 

ninatep9@gmail.com.  

How do you like the PR on the upcoming 

April writer's conference in this edition—Robert 

Digitale's article, the Vice President's Message, 

the Breakout Sessions, and the reminders about 

the conference throughout the newsletter? Well, 

this is just a start. Looks for the conference PR to 

go full-force in the coming months, all the way up 

to the April newsletter.   

If you weren't at the November general 

meeting, you missed a great talk from Frances 

Caballo about how to use social media effectively 

using four principles: curate, schedule, socialize, 

and analyze. If you would like more information 

on how to apply these four steps, please view 

Frances' wonderful Powerpoint presentation: 

http://www.slideshare.net/fcaballo/sm-time-suck. 

What are your writing plans for the end of the 

year? Do you have any new projects in the works, 

or are you honing that novel you've been writing 

for a few years? Whatever you are working on, 

happy writing!   
 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Rosella Rhine  

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less. All 

pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 

include a picture.  

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 

grammar prior to submission.  

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related. Please note we no longer publish 

members’ private fee-based events. We also do 

not have the room to publish announcements for 

members’ parties. Please include your picture and 

details and a text copy about your writing class or 

event.  

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 

the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Osha, Juanita, Mona, and 

Rosella for all your hard work on The 

Redwood Writer!   

mailto:ninatep9@gmail.com
http://www.slideshare.net/fcaballo/sm-time-suck
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


                                                                                              

Gaia’s Garden International Vegetarian Buffet 
1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

DINE WITH LOCAL AUTHORS  
Thursday, Dec.5 , 6-8 PM 

 

                              

         Singing Us Home 
                       
**                          Songs Collected, Transcribed, and Edited by 

                                           Rhea Schnurman 
Rhea Schnurman presenting her anthology of songs for singing 

at the bedsides of loved ones approaching life’s threshold. 

Along with Maria Culberson, Anna Stayton and guest composers, 

songs from the book will be sung.  
$4.00 minimum food purchase 

For  reservations contact: info@jeaneslone.com or 544-2491 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com


 

                 
 

8:00 – 9:15 a.m. Check-in, Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. Announcements; 8:30 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker John Rothmann: From Conception to 

Delivery (Not to Mention Labor): Making the Dream Become a Reality 

   

  

      CRAFT GENRE PUBLISHING    MARKETING 

     

I. 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Make Point of View  Beyond Dragons DBA, EiN, POD, and    A YouTube & 
 Work for You and Time Travel ©: Legal Guide to the Book Trailer How-To 

 Ransom Stephens Ann Wilkes Alphabet Soup of Writing Alexis Fajardo 

  Linda McCabe and Blogging  Peter Swehla 

  Robert Digitale Helen Sedwick Gil Mansergh 

    

10:30-10:50 a.m.  
Break for snacks,  Twenty Minute Break 

beverages, book sales ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

& signings 

  

    

II. 10:50 – 11:50 p.m.  The Power of Place The Shocking Truth Publishing Pathways: The Whole Package: 

 Amanda McTigue About Romance Smashwords   How to Present Yourself 

  Sharon Hamilton & CreateSpace  to the World 

  Carolyn Jewel  Joel Friedlander   Julia Park Tracey 

  Tina Folsom   

      

12:00 – 1:20 p.m.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Lunch: Catharine Bramkamp: Poetry Anthology Launch and Linda Reid with Poetry Contest Winners.   

 

Dana Gioia, Keynote Speaker: The Joy and the Misery of Being a Poet 

  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

III. 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. Writing a Novel Non-Fiction Writing:      Judge a Book by Its  

 In Four Acts Get the Book You Need     Cover  
 Anne Jordan Using the Stuff You Have    Joel Friedlander 

  Catharine Bramkamp  

     

2:30 – 2:50 p.m.  Twenty Minute Break 

Break for snacks, 

beverages, book sales --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

& signings 

 

IV. 2:50 – 3:50 p.m. Crafting Double-Duty A Playwriting  How to Write   How to Successfully 

 (& Triple Duty) Dialog Primer  a Winning   Tackle Social Media 
 Tanya Egan Gibson Garret Jon Book Proposal  Nina Amir 

  Groenveld Linda Joy Meyers 

    

V. 4:00-5:00 p.m.    Your First Page & How 

    to Get It Out of the Slush Pile 

    Amy Cloughley 

    Andy Ross 

     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5:00—5:30 p.m. General Session: Snacks & beverages; 4:30 p.m. Wrap-up w/ final book sales & signings.  • Presentation of awards to Prose 

contest winners • Jack London Award to Linda Reid 

2014 Redwood Writers Conference 

“From Pen to Published” 
TRACKS AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS Redwood Writers Conference, April 26, 2014   

Bertolini Student Center, Santa Rosa Junior College, Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa CA 

 



4th Annual Redwood Writers Play Contest

Deadline: Midnight, Dec. 15, 2013
Awards to winners presented at Redwood Writers 
Feb. 9, 2014 general meeting.

The Nitty Gritty Details:

• maximum 10-page play
• maximum 4 actors (any number of characters)
• must take place in one scene or with continuous, 
      non-stop action
• limit 2 submissions per person
• submission fees of $8 for Redwood Writers members, 

$12 for nonmembers
• all submissions via website, at www.redwoodwriters.org/

contests

Contest Chair: Linda Loveland Reid
Questions? Contact her at lindalovelandreid@sbcglobal.net. 

Winning Plays receive full production at 
6th Street Playhouse/Redwood Writers 

4th Annual Play Festival 

Production dates
May 15-25, 2014 (Thursday-Sunday)

Festival Director: Lennie Dean

Play contest open to residents of Sonoma, Napa, 
Mendocino, Lake, Marin, Solano and Humboldt 
counties.

Judges will be announced at a later date....
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