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FEBRUARY 10, 2012 SPEAKER 

 

ANDY ROSS 

 

Andy Ross, former owner of Cody’s Books 

in Berkeley, is now a literary agent. Come hear 

him speak about his perspective on the 

publishing industry from having sold books to 

customers to now selling manuscripts to editors. 

He will also touch on the basics of how to 

research agents and send query letters. Ross is 

currently open to new clients. More information 

about what genres he represents can be found at 

www.andyrossagency.com.  

Ross was the owner of the legendary 

Cody’s Books in Berkeley for 30 years. He 

opened his literary agency in January 2008. The 

agency represents books in a wide range of 

subjects including: narrative non-fiction, 

science, journalism, history, religion,  children’s 

books, young adult, middle grade, literary and 

commercial  fiction, and cooking. 

For literary, commercial, and children's 

fiction, he has only one requirement –simple, 

but ineffable – that the writing reveal the terrain 

of that vast  and unexplored country, the human 

heart. 

Ross is a member of the Association of 

Author Representatives (AAR). His website is at 

www.andyrossagency.com and his blog, at 

www.andyrossagency.wordpress.com. 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE   

2 Vice-President’s Message by Sandy 

Baker 

3 Member in the Spotlight by Karen 

Batchelor 

4 Setting: a Powerful Player by Karen 

Batchelor  

5 Poetry Place  

6 Publish and Promote Your Book Using 

Kindle Singles By Blake Webster  

7 Grow Your Twitter Tribe of Writers with 

Hashtags by Frances Caballo 

8 Vintage Voices Anthology 

9 Breaking News 

10-13 Announcements  

14 Editor’s Corner and Guidelines  

 

 

Date:  Friday, February 22, 2013 

Time:  6:30 - 9:30 p.m.  

Place: Santa Rosa 
 

Winter Writing Prompt: 

“It was a dark and stormy night!” 
 

Beat the winter doldrums at the salon!  Bring a story or 

poem to share.  Readings are five minutes, and all 

members are welcome!  RSVP: Registration, readings, 

directions, food for our potluck dinner. Please contact: 

Sher Gamard at gmard@redshift.com.  
 

http://www.andyrossagency.com/
http://www.andyrossagency.com/
http://www.andyrossagency.wordpress.com/
mailto:gmard@redshift.com


The Redwood Writer   2 

VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

                
                           If You Write, You’re a Writer 
 

                                                 By Sandy Baker 
 

“I love writing, but I’m not exactly a writer,” a monthly 

meeting guest told me. Then she admitted she’d been writing 

stories for years. No doubt about it—she’s a writer. Maybe not a 

published author (yet), but she’s a writer.  

If you write, you’re a writer. Don’t be embarrassed or hesitant to admit it. 

Yes, it can be intimidating when you hear authors spouting off about their successes: she’s 

been writing since she was three; or, he’d made little illustrated books, all saved and 

catalogued by his mother; or, she has a dozen books published by a “legacy” publisher; or, 

every story she’s written has been picked up by some magazine; or, he’s sold 110,000 copies 

of his latest novel.  

Whoa! How do you think they began? Like you, they wrote, period. Whether they began 

at age three or 33 or 63 is immaterial. And why people write is immaterial, too. Some write 

for personal pleasure, for the sheer joy of getting words onto paper. Some write with a goal 

of publishing a memoir solely for family, to keep a memory alive or to secure its history. 

Some folks write because it’s therapeutic. And some write because their goal is to publish or 

be published, to put their stories or how-to’s out there for public consumption, to give others 

pleasure, to inspire, to help people learn a craft or deal with life’s challenges or to tell about 

an event or person.  

If you write, you’re a writer. What I’ve learned about writers is that regardless of their 

success and fame, they enjoy helping other writers. They want you to succeed. They want to 

describe their pitfalls and problems along the way so that you can avoid them. Fat chance—

we all make our own! 

I have learned to listen to the stories of other writers and how they arrived where they are 

today. Some had serendipity—they met the right publisher or friend of an agent at the right 

time. Good for them, but remember, they did the hard work of writing before that. Most 

writers can tell you heartfelt or hysterically funny anecdotes about writing and rejections. 

They can tell you the Dos and Don’ts, the How-tos and the Watch-Out-Fors.  

Writers can tell you about working with an editor who disappears and leaves you 

hanging; about agents who “love your stuff” but you never hear from again; about the 

challenges of self-publishing and the come-on’s from subsidy publishers; about companies 

that will make you a best-selling author but need money up front, who will take your work 

and your author rights, print what you have and give you a pittance on sales; or about a 

special little publisher that appreciates your work and will treat both it and you with respect. 

Writers will encourage you because they know you’ll have your own struggles, stories, 

and eventual successes, that you are not competition. They want you be the best you can be. 

Listen to their advice. Ask questions. We’re all part of the circle of writers helping other 

writers. 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 

Mary True  
 

 

By Karen Batchelor  
 

Mary True dropped out of college to marry. She 

raised three children and says they are the best of 

her accomplishments. When her children were 

grown, she returned to university, graduating from 

Sonoma State in 1972. Her husband was relieved 

when she held that diploma but entirely 

unsupportive and resistant when she decided to 

enroll in an M. A. program. In fact he said, “Aren’t 

you done yet? Education has ruined a perfectly good 

wife!” Education, you might say, caused her 

divorce.  

The divorce liberated her, and she wanted to 

experience as much of the world as possible. After 

commuting to Sacramento to study and complete 

her MSW, she took the newly minted degree to 

Yountville where she worked for five years 

counseling veterans. Then she went into private 

practice in Pleasant Hill, a choice that allowed her 

to do in-depth clinical hypnosis.   

In 1990, she felt a pull toward the ministry and 

decided to attend Divinity School. This venture took 

her to Missouri. It was at this school where she met 

her second husband. After her ordination in 1990, 

she and her new husband headed west to California. 

Their dream was to establish a Unity Church in 

Petaluma. And they eventually did. They returned to 

California and  in 1992, established the Unity 

Church in Petaluma. Mary believes the ministry was 

her true calling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

But in 2003, her husband became very ill, and 

Mary retired from her church to take care of him. 

He died in 2007. Without the ministry, Mary says 

she felt like “a shell.”     

After her husband passed away, Mary saw 

writing as a way to bring her out of a self-imposed 

isolation. She had already published several 

devotional columns in the Argus Courier. And, of 

course, she wrote her weekly sermons. 

This collection of Mary’s occupations reveals 

the soul of a nurturer, a person involved in the 

helping arts, and from these experiences, she feels 

she has much material to share with others through 

her writing.    

Her first step was to take classes. She studied 

with several local teachers, including Ana 

Manwaring, Suzanne Sherman, and Steve Boga 

who teaches a writing and critique class in 

Sebastopol. She has learned a lot from each of 

them. Classes also spurred her to actually write 

because she had to have something written to take 

to class. 

She still recommends taking classes. 

When she joined Redwood Writers, she found 

the meetings to be interesting and informative and 

the people to be supportive and friendly. The 

conference she attended was “wonderful.” 

Mary writes about ordinary folks, blessings, 

people she has met, everyday things. She especially 

likes to share stories that have an unusual or 

unexpected outcome, like the time she accidentally 

picked up a hitchhiker with an axe.  

Mary did not start with an eye to publication, 

but that may change soon. And she might study 

fiction next.  

These steps would not “ruin a perfectly good” 

writer, and she’s not “done yet.”  
 

 

 

Leanne Smith              Cynthia Ripley Scoggin          

Rosella Rhine              Jim Johnson 

Kooch Daniels            Victor Daniels 

Jack D. Fender            Maggie Harryman 

Lindee Reese              Todd Telford  

               Paula Lorraine Pavanis 



The Redwood Writer   4 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a brief outline of a short story by a 

famous author: 

A man takes his dog and sets out for the gold 

fields. He disregards advice from other miners, 

becomes lost, and tries to light a fire. He dies. 

Did you recognize “To Build a Fire,” by Jack 

London? Probably not. What’s wrong—besides the 

lack of skillful writing in this version? Setting. This 

story takes place in the late 1800s in the Yukon 

during a snowstorm. His matches got wet. 

In this case, the setting makes the story. 

What would Gone with the Wind (Margaret 

Mitchell) be without the Civil War, a plantation in 

Georgia and Sherman’s march to the sea? 

Setting includes 1. Location: country/city? 

desert/mountains? 2. Era:  Past/present/future? 3. 

Weather: rainstorm? 4. Other people: big family?  

I have been working on a novel set in 1960 and 

mulling over the importance of setting. Some things 

I knew about that year, but others I had to learn. It 

was the year Kennedy was elected president, before 

the Voting Rights Act, before Women’s Rights 

raised its head. 

In the two examples above (Mitchell and 

London), I suggest that the setting is another 

character in the story, but setting is not always so 

strong. Even when not a major force, the setting 

shades the story and can be used to emphasize some 

emotional or factual element.  

Examples: A father and estranged son fail to 

reconcile on Father’s Day. Or a young woman who 

has just discovered she cannot have children and 

stares out her window at her beloved rose bushes, 

bare in winter. Or as one family deals with 

impending death inside, outside in the heat of July, 

neighbors laugh and joke in the swimming pool. 

What would the weather be like in Afghanistan 

during one segment of combat? And how would 

that influence, intensify the story? 

 

 
 

Setting: a Powerful Player 

 

Part of an occasional 

discussion on writing 

fiction 

 

Karen Batchelor 
 

Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories, essays 

and professional articles. She is co-author of eight 

textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View College 

was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006. Her work has 

appeared in Sanskrit, The Contemporary West, Diverse 

Voices Quarterly, Career Education, Wide Open, CWC 

Literary Review, and other literary journals. She won an 

Honorable Mention in a Writers Digest Contest, and was a 

finalist in a Glimmer Train contest in 2008. She also won 

two online contests with wordsfordollars. 

 

Upcoming RWC Contests! 
 

Playwriting Contest for 10-Minute Short Plays:  
submission deadline February 1, 2013. Winning 

plays will be produced in coordination with the 6
th

 

Street Playhouse at the Third Annual Redwood 

Writers Play Festival June 28-30, 2013. 

Memoir Contest: submission deadline June 15, 

2013. Awards at the August 2013 general 

membership meeting. 

Fiction Contest: submission deadline July 15, 

2013. Awards at the September 2013 general 

membership meeting. 

Poetry Contest:  submission deadline August 15, 

2013. Awards at the October 2013 general 

membership meeting. 

  

For more information, visit the Redwood Writers 

website at www.redwoodwriters.org. 

 

Caution:  Don’t overplay the setting card. 

Readers may enjoy a good description, however, 

pages and long paragraphs of description can wear 

thin—the pages many will skip to get to the “good 

parts”—the action. It is a delicate balance.  

When thinking of and planning a new story, 

consider the setting and how it can help or hinder 

your story.  

Your challenge: Write a brief description of 

each character and make the setting an important 

part of the tale. 

For each character, write a brief description, 

including the setting.  

1. A burglar 

2. An animal lover 

3. A neglected child 
 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the 

newsletter. Each month a poem or two will 

be selected to be printed in the newsletter. 

Poems will be chosen based on the space 

available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 

point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems 

work best. Send poems as a Word document 

and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions 

Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 of 

the month to be included in the following 

month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 Franken-Sky 

—Mark Pavlichek 
 

Though not a cloud is in the sky  

The stuff comes scuttling into view.  

Shredded dripping horse tail plumes 

Degrade the skies to ashen hue. 

 

Deposited above our coast 

In geometric symmetry  

Persistent trails that do not fade 

The stain of some dark industry. 

 

Can you look up now and see the clouds 

Or tell me what you think you see? 

When a thing occurs before your eyes 

Is it still conspiracy? 

So often that in plainest sight  

Holds the greatest mystery. 
 

 

 

Peace on Earth 
 —Zara Raab 
 

Let’s haul in the nets cast into the ice  

for the river’s harvest.  

Most of us only ever have a slice  

of Earth’s wedding breakfast.  

 

Coho are gone. Now’s the season to 

climb  

back into our dens   

for a kiss on slow Sunday half-times,  

a moment of Zen–-   

 

curled deep inside and warmed by sun. 

Nothing fancy: the scent 

of baked cheese wafting in, of 

cinnamon, 

nutmeg and mint.  

   

There may even be second helpings 

from Earth’s well-stocked pantry  

on rough-hewn, wooden platters come 

the Spring,   

that is, if we’re lucky. 

Laughing 
—Debbie Koehler 
 

Laughing 

in a late night window’s breeze, 

that which we are inside, 

deep, 

seldom showing, 

touched the wind. 

 Higher... 

  Soaring... 

   Breathless... 

Without knowing your name, 

I let myself out 

and discovered I loved you. 

 

 

 

Winter’s Bite 
—Kay Mehl Miller 
 

Winter has a bite to it. 

As I walk out my door 

I feel the haughty chill assault my sweater-coated body. 

I give a “brr” to it  

Before focusing my eyes 

On the wonder of a world painted in delicate white. 

 

Against an ice-cold blue sky  

The sun rises in sparkling color, 

Flaunting with light the filmy fabric cloud fog 

Flirting with the mountain top. 

Frosted grass is still green, but stiff, 

Waiting patiently for the sun to warm 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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Kindle Singles Requirements: 

 

 Length: 5,000 to 30,000 words 

 List price: $0.99 to $4.99 

 Original work, not previously published in 

other formats or publications 

 Self-contained work, not chapters excerpted 

from a longer work 

 Not published on any public website in its 

entirety 

 Amazon is not currently accepting how-to 

manuals, public domain works, reference 

books, travel guides, or children's books 

 

Submitting Your Title to Kindle Singles 

 

To nominate your book you will need to email 

Amazon at kindle-singles@amazon.com and 

include the title, ASIN, and a brief summary. 

If your work has not yet been published you 

will need to submit your manuscript or a detailed 

pitch for your Kindle Single.  

Once your submission has been received, it can 

take up to four weeks for a response. 

If Amazon is interested, they will send you 

detailed instructions on how to proceed. 

 

Kindle Singles Royalties 

 

The royalty structure is similar to KDP (Kindle 

Direct Publishing) Select in that they will pay a 

70% commission provided the title falls into the 

$0.99 to $4.99 price range. 

If your title is selected for Kindle Singles, I 

would also recommend promoting it using some of 

the methods I wrote about in the October 

newsletter, namely developing Amazon Listmania! 

Reviews and So You’d Like to Guides. 

 

 

 

Publish and Promote Your 

Book Using Kindle Singles 

 

By Blake Webster  

Blake Webster is a web developer, web publisher, 

SEO consultant, internet marketer, published author, 

CreateSpace and Kindle developer. He also conducts 

WordPress and Social Media SEO workshops. For 

more information on web development and workshops 

visit www.mediadesignservices.com. Blake can be 

reached at blake@mediadesign-mds.com or by calling 

707-836-8389. 
 

 Amazon launched Kindle Singles in January 

2011 in order to promote essays and short stories to 

a reading audience with short attention spans. 

According to Amazon each Kindle Single presents a 

compelling idea well researched, well-argued and 

well-illustrated, expressed at its natural length. 

Many readers who have caught on are attracted 

to the affordable pricing and the convenience of 

being able to browse, download and finish a piece 

in one sitting. Amazon told paidContent.org in 

March 2012 that more than 2 million Kindle Singles 

had been sold since the program launch. In a press 

release dated December 2012, Amazon announced 

the opening of the UK Kindle Singles store and 

noted that US Kindle Single sales were over 4 

million. 

Anyone can submit an original title to Kindle 

Singles, including new and established authors; 

however, Amazon will decide whether or not you 

will be accepted into the category. 

One of the benefits of submitting your title to 

Kindle Singles is the traffic that can result, even if 

your book is ranked low in the Kindle Singles 

Ranking. Amazon promotes Kindle Singles in a 

different and more powerful way than the rest of the 

books in the Amazon catalog. 

Once you’re inside the Kindle Books section, 

you can access Kindle Singles via the top 

navigation menu. 

If you browse through the titles and look at the 

Product Details you will notice that most of these 

books are ranking very well not just in the Kindle 

Singles category, but multiple categories on 

Amazon as well. 

This is due in part because Amazon pushes and 

promotes these Singles site wide and on millions of 

Kindles. 
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Grow Your Twitter Tribe 

of Writers with Hashtags 

 

By Frances Caballo 
 

Editor’s Note: This is the second installment 

on Frances Caballo’s article on hashtags for writers. 

 

 

Last month, I discussed hashtags writers can 

use to find readers – and prospective book buyers – 

by including targeted hashtags in your tweets. You 

can also use hashtags to expand your writing tribe 

and connect with other Indie writers who will 

happily help you to market your books. Here is a 

sampling of hashtags authors use. 

#amwriting  / #amediting – These terms are 

commonly used for Twitter chats – online 

discussions very similar to Instant Messaging. 

Johanna Harness is the creator of the term 

#amwriting as well as the www.amwriting.org 

website. Chats take place throughout the day. You 

can conduct a search using these hashtags to join in. 

#AuthorChat  – This hashtag is used for 

ongoing conversations between authors as well as 

Twitter chats. 

#IAN – This hashtag stands for Independent 

Author Network. Started in 2010, it’s become a 

resource for Indie authors who support each other in 

their promotions. 

#nanowrimo – Every November, thousands of 

writers take part in NaNoWriMo, the effort to write 

a novel in one month. You can keep in touch with 

other NaNoWriMo writers all over the world by 

using this hashtag in your tweets or by searching for 

this term. 

#WLCAuthor – The World Literary Café is a 

promotional website for authors. Similar to the 

Independent Author Network, Indie authors help 

each other in their promotions. 

#wordcount – With this hashtag, you can share 

your progress with other writers on the book or 

story you’re writing. 
 

#writegoal – Users include this hashtag to 

publicly announce how many words they intend to 

write that day. 

#WritersBlock / #WriteMotivation – Do you 

sometimes need a little motivation in the mornings 

to get your writing kick started? Use these hashtags 

and find your inspiration. 

#writetip / #writingtip — If you don’t have 

time to take a workshop, trying using these hashtags 

to learn more about your craft. 

#writingblitz – This one is used to let your 

followers know that today you are writing as fast as 

you can and locking your internal editor into a 

closet. 

#writingprompt — Is it hard to get started on 

the next chapter of your novel? Well, worry no 

more. Log on to Twitter, search for this tag, and 

you’ll find a great prompt to get those creative 

juices bubbling. 

#ww / #writerwednesday  – Is there a writer 

you would like to introduce to your followers? Use 

this hashtag and introduce your colleague to 

members of your Twitter tribe. 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
By Thonie Hevron 

 

Finished with your story? Need to sell it? If 

you're looking to find an agent and don't know 

where to start, go to the Redwood Writer’s 

website at http://redwoodwriters.org. On the top 

task bar, click on "resources,” and then go to 

"agent search.”  

 

Also in the "resources" section, you can find 

even more information from workshops, classes, 

books, DVD's, and more to satisfy your writing 

needs. 

About the Author: Frances Caballo is a social media 

trainer, blogger and author of Social Media Just for 

Writers: The Best Online Marketing Tips for Selling Your 

Books.  
 

Member Reader for February 
  

Amber Lea Starfire.  Read more about her at 

http://www.writingthroughlife.com/.   

http://redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.act-comms.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Social-Media-Just-Writers-Marketing/dp/1480030821/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1350010115&sr=8-3&keywords=social+media+just+for+writers
http://www.amazon.com/Social-Media-Just-Writers-Marketing/dp/1480030821/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1350010115&sr=8-3&keywords=social+media+just+for+writers
http://www.amazon.com/Social-Media-Just-Writers-Marketing/dp/1480030821/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1350010115&sr=8-3&keywords=social+media+just+for+writers
http://www.writingthroughlife.com/
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Between now and March 1, 2013, you may submit 

your poetry and prose for publication in the 2013 

Vintage Voices Anthology.  

 

The anthology is the primary showcase for the 

creative work of our members. In the past, the 

publication has received rave reviews from critics 

and readers alike. This year marks the eighth annual 

anthology produced by the members of Redwood 

Writers, a chapter of the California Writers Club.  

 

Our Theme: Emancipation 

 

This year marks the 150
th

 anniversary of the 

Emancipation Proclamation signed in January 1863. 

Freedom from slavery – or any other personal 

tyranny – is something we take for granted now, but 

freedom brings with it responsibilities to ourselves, 

our friends and family, and society at large. As you 

begin writing, consider exploring what “freedom” 

means in today’s world, the subtle ways in which 

we abdicate our free will, and the emotional fall-out 

those decisions produce. (Your submissions do 

NOT have to relate to this year’s theme.)  

 

Your Anthology Team 

 

This year’s team includes Editor John Abbott along 

with assistant editors Robbi Bryant, Marlene Cullen 

and Michelle Wing. They’re supported by editor 

emeritus Karen Batchelor.  

 

John P. Abbott is a writer, editor and marketing 

consultant based in Petaluma, California. His fiction 

has appeared in Frisko, Fence and the “Vintage 

Voices: Anthology of California Writers” the past 

four years. Last year he spent two weeks in Europe 

compiling research for an article on Lord Byron’s 

Italian mistresses. Email: jpabbott@sonic.net 

 

Submission Guidelines 

 

1. Each Redwood Writer member may submit 

one poem and one prose piece. All submissions are 

FREE. 

2. Prose pieces may take the form of flash 

fiction, short stories, memoirs, essays, interviews, 

and journalism.  

3. Please limit poems to about 50 lines. Prose 

should be a maximum of 2,000 words regardless of 

format. 

4. Please submit all pieces by email. Paste your 

writing into the body of the email. Do not send 

attachments.  

5. If you make separate submissions for poetry 

and prose, please send each submission in a 

separate email.  

6. Include a 50-word biography with your 

submission.  

7. Proofread your work before submitting it. 

Typos, misspellings and grammatical mistakes may 

jeopardize your chances for selection.  

8. Submissions that do not meet these 

guidelines will be returned.  

Please email your submissions to: 

anthology@redwoodwriters.org.  You can also use 

this email box to get more information about the 

anthology and to volunteer to be an editor or 

proofreader.  

 
 

 

2013 Vintage Voices Anthology 

Submissions are Now Open! 

 

A Word from Editor John Abbott 

mailto:jpabbott@sonic.net
mailto:anthology@redwoodwriters.org
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I look forward to welcoming you to all kinds of writerly conversations this spring. 

I now co-host the on-going, bi-monthly, low-key/high-brow Aqus Literary 

Speakeasy Saloon with Ransom Stephens at Petaluma’s Aqus Cafe. Check the 

website for info. In addition, I am the featured speaker for Marlene Cullen’s 

Petaluma Writers Forum on Thursday April 18 at 7:00 p.m. Topic to be 

announced. Check the website and/or contact Marlene to recommend subjects 

you’d like to explore. - Amanda McTigue 

 

 

 

Beside Myself is an authentic, revealing memoir about alcohol, substance and 

emotional abuse, sexual molestation, sociopathology, narcissism, and suicide. It’s a 

true story of my survival and recovery from the experience. I wanted to write my 

truth. It applies to those who want a better understanding about the difficulties of 

those who weren’t so lucky. Others, who have suffered similar family situations, 

find comfort knowing they are not alone. My hope is to offer inspiration.-Pamela 

Fender  

 

 

 

 

I just got word that my short story, “Johnny Walker” was selected for the 2013 

Public Safety Writers’ Association Anthology called “Felons, Flames and 

Ambulance Rides”. It will be published by Oak Tree Press and will be available in 

the summer 2013!-Thonie Hevron 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

If you’ve never been to a Redwood Salon before, you don’t know 

what you’re missing! Here is John Lesjack and Carol Lee at the 

Christmas Redwood Salon at Sandy Baker’s beautiful house!  

 

Redwood Salons are a great event to mingle with other writers and 

an excellent resource to read your work! See page one for news 

about the next Redwood Salon!  

http://ransomstephens.com/speakeasy.htm
http://ransomstephens.com/speakeasy.htm
http://www.thewritespot.us/gpage2.html
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Master of Ceremonies is Farrell Winter. 

All Open Mic, No Featured Readers!  

 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Light salads, 

sandwiches, and snacks are available. Please support the SoCo 

Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic sign-ups start at 1:30 

p.m. First come, first serve. Open Mic Limited to five minutes 

per person.  

 

Contact:  Abby Bogomolny at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin 

Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our 

website: http://redwoodwriters.org. 

Date:  Saturday, February 23, 2013 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., early sign  

           up at 1:30.   

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,    

           Santa Rosa.  

 

 
 

THEME FOR THE MONTH:  BEGINNINGS 
 

Date:   Saturday March 9, 2013 

Time:  2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Place:  Sebastopol Library 

            7140 Bodega Ave.  

            Sebastopol, CA. 

Tele:  (707) 823-7691 

 

Redwood Writer Tami Casias, will emcee this afternoon of    

literary delights from Sonoma County authors. Don’t miss this 

opportunity to read your work in public! Sign-up by emailing 

omr@redwoodwriters.org. For more information, visit 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Mary Mitchell has two upcoming speaking engagements about her new book, 

The Search for My Abandoned Grandmother. For more details, please go to 

www.MaryAmesMitchell.com. Please reserve the following dates:  

 

Saturday afternoon February 16, 2013 – Redwood Empire Colony of the 

Society of Mayflower Descendants in Petaluma. 

 

Thursday evening February 28, 2012 – South Pasadena Library in South 

Pasadena. 

 
 

What I’m reading:  The Cavendish Home for Boys and Girls by Claire Legrand.  This book was given 

to me as an example of an edgy middle-grade (pre-teen) novel. It was indeed quite spooky and at times 

a little scary for that age range. However, it’s well written and engaging in spite of one flaw that you 

can read about on my blog (http://blog.charlesmarkee.com/).  -Charles Markee 

 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:omr@redwoodwriters.org
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.maryamesmitchell.com/
http://blog.charlesmarkee.com/
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Monday, February 11, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

 
Tuesday, February 26, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 

 

 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to with 

many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, and other 

stores.  

 

Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the customer anything. Once you are signed up, and 

you shop at one of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will 

be automatic. These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. The money is waiting for us to 

claim! 

 

 Scroll down on the left column and click on the eScrip on-line mall link 

 Click the "Add" button at the top right, then click the "Next" button 

 Click the orange "Shop Now" button on the left 

 

You don't have to be a registered eScrip user and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order from 

1,000 name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part. 
 

 

 

Five Authors will present their books at both these exciting events! Call or email for reservations: 

(707) 544-2491 or email Jeane Sloane at info@jeaneslone.com.  

CLUB BUSINESS 
 

Starting January 1
st
, membership dues for new members will be reduced to $42.50, instead of $65 – Only 

from Jan. 1st to June 30
th

, 2013. Tell all your friends now is the time to join! Then renewal is only 

$45.00 for the entire year – July 1
st
 2013 to June 30, 2014. If you would like to become a member or 

would like to renew your membership, please do so by following the link at our website:  

http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/join.  

 

As you read in our last newsletter, a nominating committee will be formed and members will be asked to 

fill open positions. If you are interested in any of the following positions, or would like more information 

on what each entails, please contact the board or the particular officer:  treasurer, membership chair, and 

board member. Please go to http://redwoodwriters.org/about/policy-procedure to view our policy and 

procedure manuals.  

 

Service is the backbone of the Redwood Writers Club. Please think about what positions you are 

qualified for and step up to the plate!  

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/join
http://redwoodwriters.org/about/policy-procedure
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Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 
 

 

 

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin 

County. After college, she worked for several California law enforcement 

agencies. She retired after 35 years and uses her experience to write thrillers 

based on the rich and textured life of the people behind the badge. Read more at 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com. 

 

 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 

County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 

to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 

appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Also Deborah blogs for animal 

welfare and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. 

 

 

 
 

 If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for 

those looking to form groups. If you would like to find others for a group, or 

if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-mail address and 

any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others 

with similar interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of 

time and location. People meet in homes or cafes, or sometimes come up 

with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 

experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to 

methods that are optionally used. I highly recommend them!  

 

                                             Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com/
http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
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Writers Forum of Petaluma Presents 

Frances Lefkowitz 

 
Telling Your Tale:  Tips and Techniques for Writing 

and Publishing Memoir and Personal Essays 
 

Date:  February 21, 2013  

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Place: Petaluma Community Center, 320 No.  

          McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 

Price: $15 at the door 

 

Frances will read, discuss, and answer questions 

about her memoir of growing up poor in San 

Francisco in the 1970s, getting a scholarship to the 

Ivy League, and learning the downside of upward 

mobility. She will talk about both the writing and 

the publishing aspects of memoir, and why it took 

her more than ten years to get the book into print. 

Bring your questions and a pad of paper, because 

we just might have time to do a few fun memoir-

writing exercises, as well. 

 

Frances Lefkowitz is an award-winning writer and 

editor who writes fiction and nonfiction, and 

publishes in magazines and literary journals, 

including Health, Martha Stewart's Whole Living, 

The Sun, Utne Reader, Tin House, Poets & Writers, 

and more.  

 

Her personal essays have been named honorable 

mention twice for the Pushcart Prize and once for 

Best American Essays and the James Beard 

Journalism Awards for Food Writing. The former 

Senior Editor of Body+Soul, she is now the book 

reviewer for Good Housekeeping. She also teaches 

workshops in memoir and personal writing at 

libraries, bookstores, and retreat centers, including 

Memoir Journal's Master Classes and The Sun 

magazine’s writing retreat at the Esalen Institute. 

She has appeared at LitQuake, Why There Are 

Words, the AWP annual conference, and other 

literary events.   

 

To Have Not, a memoir by Frances Lefkowitz, was 

named a "Best Memoirs of 2010" by 

www.SheKnows.com.     

The Port Townsend Writers Conference 
 

Spanish Writing Class  

Taught by Redwood Writer Member  

Maria de Lourdes Victoria 
 

Dates: July 7-14 and 14-21, 2013 

Place:  Fort Worden State Park 

 Port  Townsend, Washington. 

Link:  http://centrum.org/the-port-townsend-

writers-conference/ 
 

The Port Townsend Writers’ Conference has been 

since 1974 at the heart of the thriving Pacific 

Northwest literary scene. With a focus on 

community and rigorous attention to craft, the 

Conference offers morning workshops, afternoon 

workshops, residencies, guided free-writes, and a 

vibrant readings and lectures series presented by 

vital, contemporary writers. 

 

Here is what Maria has to say about this wonderful 

workshop:  “If you have never attended the Port 

Townsend Writer's Conference I encourage you to 

do so, it is an amazing place to learn and be inspired 

to write. This year I have the privilege to join the 

faculty. I will be teaching a writing class in Spanish. 

Yes! Centrum is finally embracing the beautiful 

language of Cervantes. If you, or someone you 

know, would like to write in Spanish please join 

me. Our (bilingual) class last year was full, and we 

expect the same for this year so you need to sign up 

soon. If you would rather take a class in English 

(smile) there are an abundance of opportunities to 

learn from truly exceptional authors. Here is the 

link will class description and registration 

information, http://centrum.org/writers-conference-

faculty-class-descriptions. Muchas gracias and I 

hope to see you there.” 

 

To read Maria’s class description, go here: 

http://centrum.org/writers-conference-faculty-class-

descriptions.   

 

If you would like more information on Victoria and 

her work, please visit her website at 

http://www.mariadelourdesvictoria.com. 

 

 
 

http://www.sheknows.com/
http://centrum.org/the-port-townsend-writers-conference/
http://centrum.org/the-port-townsend-writers-conference/
http://centrum.org/writers-conference-faculty-class-descriptions
http://centrum.org/writers-conference-faculty-class-descriptions
http://centrum.org/writers-conference-faculty-class-descriptions
http://centrum.org/writers-conference-faculty-class-descriptions
http://www.mariadelourdesvictoria.com/
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

  

When you were a kid, did you dream of being 

a reporter finding and writing the news for your 

local newspaper? Or, maybe you wanted to be a 

journalist who wrote facts and commentary for the 

New York Times or Sacramento Bee.   

For those of you who missed the last general 

membership meeting, Paul Gullixson's talk went 

straight to the heart of changes in the newspaper 

industry today. With the internet, many 

newspapers offer online subscriptions, or have 

their newspapers online free.  

Take our own Press Democrat as an example. 

The online edition displays bloggers on different 

subjects, and has even run “Sonoma Squares 

Mystery”, an online serial written by several local 

authors. The Press is big on supporting Sonoma 

County writers and others who make a difference 

in our community. What better newspaper than 

one that is alive with local color?   

Whether you write fiction or non-fiction, 

Gullixson's message was clear: as writers, we must 

create our own opportunities.   

Finally, I announce that ending of the What 

Say You column due to lack of interest. We are 

always open to new ideas, so please email me at 

editor@redwoodwriters.org if you would like to 

see something in the newsletter.   

 

Susan Littlefield  

The Redwood Writer Editor   

 

 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Jeanne Miller 

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less, and don’t 

forget to include a picture.  

 

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible.  

 

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related. Please include your picture and 

details and a text copy about your class or event.  

 

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 

the next newsletter.  
 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 
 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

 

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Osha, Jeanne, Juanita, and 

Mona for all your hard work on The 

Redwood Writer!  

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com

