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www.redwoodwriters.org JUNE 9, 2013 SPEAKERS

Buzzy Martin & Robbi Sommers Bryant

Which publishing road should you take? Is
there a definite answer to that question, or does
it vary for each person and situation? Two
veteran writers meet to tell tales of the positives
and negatives of traditional and independent
publishing: charismatic musician Buzzy Martin,
author of Don’t Shoot! I’m the Guitar Man, and
Redwood Writers spirited president Robbi
Sommers Bryant, whose newest book, Dream,
won second place in the Los Angeles Book
Festival, Best in Genre. Michelle Wing serves as
moderator.

For more information, please see the flyer
on page 13.
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Readings are for up to five minutes. All members and
guests are welcome! RSVP: registration, readings,
directions, and arrangements for our potluck lunch,
contact: Sher Gamard gmard@redshift.com.

Date: Saturday June 15, 2013
Time: 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Place: Santa Rosa (RSVP for place and directions)

The Redwood Salon
The Solstice Salon

Mark your calendar for June 27 through June
30, 2013 for a full production of the ten-
minute plays written by Redwood Writer
members! Staged readings of the play will be
June 2, June 9, and July 21. For more
information, and the list of winners and their
stunning group photograph, please see the
flyer on page 14. Congratulations to all the
winners!
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* Author Book Launch Coming Soon!
Date: Sunday, July 14, 2013
Time: 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Place: Flamingo, Santa Rosa.
Cost: $5 for members, but all guests attend free!

Come and enjoy this wonderful event where Redwood Writer Member authors share their books or e-
books that have been published, or expect to be published, between July 2012 and 2013! Author Launch
this year will be held in a new, longer format, allowing more writers to participate. There will be a break
in the afternoon event. All guests may attend free. Members are charged the usual meeting rate of $5.

Participating authors are encouraged to bring books to sell. They may keep 100 percent of the profits
for themselves. In our next newsletter to come out at the end of June, we will unveil the authors who will
be presenting!

Upcoming RWC Contests!
Remember the deadline for submissions to the Memoir contest is June 1, 2013. The contest chair is

Malena Elijumaily. Judges for this contest are Laura McHale Holland, Frances Lefkowitz, and Ana
Manwaring. To learn more about the contest, and the judges, please see the flyer on pages 15 and 16.

Redwood Writers also has several upcoming writing contests, including those in memoir, fiction,
and poetry. You can find the flyers at the end of this newsletter. Also, for submission guidelines on the
current open contests please go to http://redwoodwriters.org/contests.

Redwood Writers Fiction Contest 2013
Deadline: Midnight on August 5, 2013
Eligibility: Residents of Sonoma, Napa, Marin, Solano, Lake &

Mendocino Counties.
Winners: Announced at the October 13, 2013 Redwood Writer’s

Meeting
Prizes: $100 1st place, $50 2nd place, and $25 3rd place.
Submission: CWC Members $8. Nonmembers $12.

For guidelines and judge biographies, please see the flyer at the end of
the newsletter!

Rebecca Smith Sheldon Weiss
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PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Linda Loveland Reid

Why do I volunteer? Why do I spend so much time working on various
Redwood Writer projects? I’ve been asked this question and, of course, I ask
it of myself…often.

Albert Schweitzer had a good thought, in saying: “I don't know what
your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones among you who will
be really happy are those who have sought and found how to serve."

I do have an answer(s). I think it goes to the core of what I believe…life is
about involvement in the things you love. It’s about following bliss and indulging in passion.

People volunteer to socialize with others. It’s creative to help bring some new event alive. Folks like to
exercise their organization skills. People like to network. Volunteerism is about being a good citizen. And
I’m not going to go on about selflessness, because, speaking for myself, I get way more in return.

Oh, and none of this about how if I spend my time volunteering, there’s not time to write. While I was
working to enhance our writing environment as President, I was constantly inspired to write, and finish, my
second novel.

We pass down the honorable tradition of volunteerism to our children as they observe us giving our
time. We feel good about ourselves, contributing our goodness to humanity. In an organization, just one
volunteer’s passion for the mission is contagious and motivates others.

There is room for everyone. A worker could be good at working, but not at planning or decision-
making. Similarly, the planners and decision-makers could be good at their jobs, but not at executing them.
They are specialists, whereas volunteers are all-rounder. They are good as workers, as executioners, as
planners, as decision makers, as initiators, and as leaders. The key is “togetherness,” in that together we
share our skills to get the job done.

America is the leader in the world for this type of giving and Redwood Writers is part of that statistic.
We have a club with 262 members, of which 51 folks worked in a volunteer capacity on some project this
last twelve months. That’s a darn good statistic and I’m proud of all of us!

At our June meeting, it will be my privilege to recognize many of you who have helped to keep
Redwood Writers the vibrant and vital organization that it is, a value to all of us. And let’s not forget our
motto: “writers helping writers.” See you Sunday June 9!

Reminder!
The scuttlebutt is that some members
have been going over the five minute
reading limit at open mic events. Please
keep in mind open mics are for all
Redwood Writers to read their work. It
is imperative that you practice reading
your work prior to the event to ensure
that your reading does not go over five
minutes. For public speaking etiquette,
please read the following blog post by
Linda McCabe:
http://lcmccabe.blogspot.com/2013/02/
dos-and-donts-of-public-speaking.html.

REMEMBER TO VOTE!

Your slate of officers was presented at the last Redwood
Writers Meeting:

President: Robbi Sommers Bryant
Vice Presidents: Sandy Baker & Amanda McTigue
Secretary: Malena Eljumally
Treasurer: Karen McAuliffe

Nominations are now open until June 1, 2013. All
nominations must be in writing. The nominee must also
write a letter that states he or she will accept the
nomination. Please send your nominations to the
Nominations Chair, Jeanne Jusaitis at mizitis@comcast.net.
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Juanita J. Martin

By Nina Ayin Reimer
Juanita J. Martin made adversity a powerful

tool for good. She turned her abusive childhood
filled with educational and emotional neglect into
exemplary literary accomplishments. As a teen, she
received a 1st place monetary award for a New
Jersey Audubon Society essay. The essay was about
the environmental impact on the 1976 casino
referendum for Atlantic City. At Atlantic
Community College in the 80s, she started a literary
magazine called Silhouettes. After college, she
worked at the South Jersey Advisor newspaper.

Martin subsequently became a writer of several
genres, including poetry. “I found my voice through
poetry.” People are taken with Juanita’s
philosophical messages. “Great poetry should
provide an emotional connection.” Ms. Martin has
read poets such as Frost, Hughes, Cullen,
Longfellow, and Neruda. Juanita’s writing touches a
diverse audience, from youth to senior adults. After
Juanita read her graduation poem at Napa Valley
College, Patty Vail, Director of Nursing said,
“Juanita, I think you missed your calling. You
should be a writer.” Martin replied, “Why can’t I do
both?” In 1998, Juanita wrote the first $500 L.V.N.
Scholarship, named after her, and awarded each
spring at Napa Valley College.

Juanita is still an L.V.N. and prolific writer.
“Despite setbacks, I persevered with my writing.”
Ms. Martin had a home-based business where she
wrote bios, letters, and promotional literature. She
also started performing poetry, which led to a 2 year
open mike series at Barnes and Noble, Fairfield. In

2003, she produced an inspirational poetry CD
called Soul Stirrings.

She published an article in Sonoma County
Women’s Voices. Juanita became a top prize
winner in the Sonoma County Library Slams, and
began hosting and performing around Sonoma
County.

Martin’s enthusiasm for writing includes
supporting her fellow writers. She joined Redwood
Writers in 2007and served as a Board member for 4
years. While on the Board, she developed the
Redwood Writers Membership Brochure used in
the book festival and conferences. Juanita was
Historian, Author Launch Chair, and Poetry Night
Chair, to name a few. Martin still serves as
Acquisitions Editor of The Redwood Writer. For
fun, she likes crafts, traveling, reading, and singing.

Her poetry appeared in several Redwood
Writer volumes of Vintage Voices. Juanita was a
featured reader at Healdsburg Literary Guild,
Petaluma Poetry Walk, and Healdsburg Literary
Café. Her poetry also appeared in Blue Collar
Review, SoMa Literary Review, Rattlesnake
Review, Bay Area Poets Review and others. Juanita
transitioned from being an unknown writer to
becoming a polished, mature writer, with many
publishing credits. In 2010, Ms. Martin’s award-
winning poetry and literary honors helped her
become First Poet Laureate for Fairfield,
California.

Ms. Martin is author of The Lighthouse
Beckons, a poetry collection, which has been
accepted in several branches of the Solano County
Library. The Fairfield Branch displayed her book
for National Poetry Month. Juanita is writing
another poetry book called Quiet Intensity, and a
memoir called The Making of a Poet Laureate.
Juanita recently joined WNBA to turn her writing
gift into works of prose. Juanita’s website is
www.jmartinpoetwriter.com
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click on a link reading Update Now.
Remember to backup first!
Delete all unused themes and plugins:
Leaving the unused themes and plugins on the

site won’t impact your blog directly, but if any of
those files have been subject to a prior attack,
hackers will still have access.

Change your administration user name and
password regularly:

Changing your password can be done through
the WordPress dashboard under Users in the left
navigation column. Changing your admin username
is a little more difficult and usually done through
the PHP MyAdmin editor for your MySql database,
as it cannot be changed in the Dashboard. Another
approach would be to add a new user and assign
them the role of administrator, then delete the old
administrator.

Make use of a WordPress firewall plugin:
There are many firewall plugins available, such

as the WordPress Firewall 2 plugin available at
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wordpress-
firewall-2/. My colleagues and I use this WordPress
plugin, which investigates web requests with
simple, WordPress-specific heuristics, to identify
and stop the most obvious attacks. It will also email
attack reports. This plugin hasn’t been upgraded in
two years, but there a number of us running it with
great results.

Use a web monitoring and malware cleanup
service:

We are using and recommend Sucuri Security:
http://sucuri.net/ This service is more than worth the
yearly cost of $89.99 for a single site license and
includes the following:
 Malware Cleanup (No page limit)
 Website Integrity Monitoring
 Email & Twitter Alerting
 Manual Website Scanning
 Blacklist Removal
After signing up you can download a PHP file

that will allow the service to conduct server side
scanning, meaning that after you upload the file to
the root of your server, the service can perform
hands-on monitoring of your site.

The service also offers their version of a

Continued on Page 6

There has been a lot of talk lately concerning
WordPress security and the large number of
hacking attempts on WordPress sites.

A year and a half ago I had forty five sites
come under attack at the same time, forcing me to
move all of them onto another hosting account after
removing the malicious code from each site. The
agony of moving all of those sites could have been
avoided if I had just paid attention to some of the
articles and reports I had been reading, and spent a
few minutes elevating the security of my blogs.

Since then I have been putting some new
security measures into place for myself and my
clients using many of the following tips and
suggestions:

Backup your site’s database and design
theme:

There are many free plugins for backing up the
database. I use one called WordPress Database
Backup: http://austinmatzko.com/wordpress-
plugins/wp-db-backup/

It allows for backups to the server, your hard
drive or sending the backup to your email. You can
also schedule backups.

It always wise to make a backup prior to
installing new plugins or upgrading WordPress.

You will need FTP access in order to back up
your design theme, especially if you have made
changes to the PHP files.

Upgrade WordPress and plugins on a
regular basis:

As a rule, most of the WordPress and plugin
upgrades address security issues, so be sure to stay
on top of upgrading. WordPress will notify you of
upgrades at the top of your Dashboard. You can
check to see if plugin updates are available by
selecting Plugins from the left Dashboard
navigation. If there is a plugin update available,
there will be a section highlighted in yellow
underneath the plugin description allowing you to

WordPress Security Tips: Are
You Protected From Hackers?

By Blake Webster
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Ordering merchandise online? Remember to
go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org
to order with many major merchants such as
Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel,
Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the
eScrip program does not cost you anything. Once
you are signed up, and you shop at one of the
merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the
donation to Redwood Writers will be automatic.
These merchants have agreed to donate to help
non-profits. The money is waiting for us to claim!

Go to http://redwoodwriters.org/, scroll down
the page, click on the eScrip online mall icon on
the left side of the page, and follow the prompts.

You don't have to be a registered eScrip
user and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your
order from 1,000 name brand merchants without
any additional cost on your part.

WordPress firewall plugin. It features what they
refer to as Sucuri 1Click Hardening. 1 Click
hardening will ensure that WordPress is up to date,
WordPress directories are properly protected, and
more.

Sucuri also offers a free scanning of your site to
determine if you have security issues.

Are you convinced that you need to secure
your WordPress site?

Securing your WordPress site is something that
we should all take seriously. There is a sick feeling
that develops when you discover that your site has
been hacked, it’s like being violated in some way.
One thing that we need to take into consideration is
that hacking is not personal.

WordPress Security Tips: Are You
Protected From Hackers?

Hackers use software to find vulnerable sites,
such as WordPress, allowing them to identify and
inject whatever type of malicious code they are
using to benefit their endeavor, be it a site that sells
Viagra or a site that sells Romanian cigarettes.

Don’t put it off. Even if you can’t pay for a
service, consider implementing some of the free
solutions that I detailed earlier in this article.

Hank Mattimore, Chairperson of the Juvenile
Justice Commission, asked me to represent
Redwood Writer’s Club to judge an essay contest. I
received the great honor of reading over 200 essays
written by delinquent youths in over 10 probation
department facilities in Sonoma County. As one of
three judges, we were all told to “judge the best
writer who has written from their heart” and not pay
attention to grammar.

The youths had a choice of topics to write
about such as, “The Parent That I Would Like to
Be,” “How I will Overcome my Biggest
Challenge,”  “If I Could Change One Day in My
Life,” or “The Person I Most Admire in my Life.”
Here is an excerpt from the essay I found to be the
most heartfelt:

“You’re hired!” those two words is what I’m
waiting to hear. It’s a big challenge to find a job in
my shoes. People always staring and judging me by
the way I look it’s just really hard to walk into an
interview and the boss say “We can’t have someone
working here with a  background like your’s and
have tattoos on your face and arms.” My  biggest
challenge is to find employment. I’m going to
overcome my obstacles by limiting my gang
relations, having my record sealed at 18, covering
or removing my tattoos and recieiving my High
school diploma. Accomplishing these obstacles will
allow me to overcome my biggest challenge and
hear the words, “You’re hired!”

I got to meet the young man at the ceremony
who wrote this essay. I told him I was impressed
with his writing and encouraged him to continue in
this field.

It was a great honor to read all the essays,
which opened up a new world for me to experience
being inside the head of these young juvenile
delinquents.

Blake Webster is a web developer, web publisher, SEO
consultant, internet marketer, published author, CreateSpace
and Kindle developer. He also conducts WordPress and
Social Media SEO workshops. For more information on
web development and workshops visit
www.mediadesignservices.com,  Blake can be reached at
blake@mediadesign-mds.com or by calling (707 )836-8389.

Judging The Sonoma County’s
Juvenile Delinquent’s Essay

Contest

By Jeane Slone



The Redwood Writer 7

I was the speaker on May 8th in Petaluma at the Wednesday at the Hospice House
program. I introduced Davis Publishing: the self-help, insightful fiction, Tiny Ticklers,
and nonprofit fundraising plan (www.davis-publishing.biz). “Food for you Mind, Body
& Spirit” was the theme, and the attendants asked about writing and the Redwood
Writer’s Club. Davis Publishing is accepting related work (approximately 4,500 words)
for consideration – hard-won knowledge can be shared as self-help info!- Diane H.
Davis

I have collaborated with 19 other visionaries from all over the world on a book, Pebbles
in the Pond Wave 2, which was released on May 1, 2013. It is my first publication after
having spent most of my life in accounting and finance. It is a compilation of stories of
transformation and includes chapters from the inspirational Neal Donald Walsh and
Lisa Nichols as well. Our web address is www.pebblesinthbepondbook.com. -Christina
Haas

“The Swing,” my flash fiction story of a bitter divorce, was published in the Sonoma
Valley Sun, Thursday, April 18, 2013, page 15. The  Sun’s submission rules?
http://creativearts.sonomaportal.com/submission_guidelines. No pay, but a local by-
line. Try it, you’ll like it. -Don Hagelberg

It's my pleasure to announce the publication of my first novel, Best Laid Plans, a cozy
mystery, available at Amazon.com. To learn more please visit me at my website
www.jolauer.com or read about my process at http://askdavid.com/reviews/book/cozy-
mystery/5315. - Jolynn J. Lauer

Who said stick-in-the-mud grammarians cannot write fun, light novels? Well, I have just
published my first novel, Trashy Novel, which I will read from at the July Author Launch.
Come follow the escapades of four college freshman—Kate, Debbie, Aria, and Cybil—as
they navigate their way through their first year at a Boston college. Trashy Novel is
available on Amazon's Kindle under Arlene's nom de plume Jojoba Baker.- Arlene Miller

Zara Raab will be among the Fourteen Hills: SFSU Review contributors to read from her
work at the Verdi Club in San Francisco Wednesday, May15, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. She
recently became a Contributing Editor to the Redwood Coast Review, one of the best little
magazines which covers books and the arts in the North Bay, edited by the poet-translator-
critic Stephen Kessler.- .–Zara Raab
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Tuesday, June 25, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati

Five authors will present their books!

Drop in or reserve space with a specific author by calling (707) 889-
3419 or monamech@gmail.com. $4.00 minimum food purchase.

Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two will
be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space
available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. Shorter
poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin,
Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by
the 10th of the month to be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin

Editors’ note- Stay tuned! Poetry Place will resume regular programing next month!

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings
Featured Readers: Harry Reid and Linda Loveland Reid

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Snacks are available.
Please support the SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic
sign-ups start at 1:30 p.m. First come, first served. Open Mic
Limited to five minutes per person. The Master of Ceremonies is
Farrell Winter.

Contact:  Abby Bogomolny at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin
Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our
website: http://redwoodwriters.org.

Date: Saturday, June 22, 2013
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., early sign

up at 1:30.
Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,

Santa Rosa.

Monday, June 10, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa

From Nightmare to Freedom by Lillian Judd

Lillian Judd will share her Holocaust experience in the Nazis
concentration camps and how she survived. She was able to move beyond
tragedy not only by her faith but the therapeutic act of writing. Lillian Judd,
with co-author, Dennis Judd, will speak and answer questions.

Drop in or reserve space: (707) 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com.
$4.00 minimum food purchase.



The Redwood Writer 9

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost $25
and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif. No
formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. The
Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form:
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer/. Any ads not of interest to writers or writing
related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads are placed on a first come, first served basis only.
Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will be saved for the next newsletter.

GRAVITY FORMS AND MEMBERSHIP
Have you noticed the new forms on our website? They're designed by the company Gravity. These

forms allow the treasurer and other officers with the information and ability to create Excel spreadsheets to
keep track of events. With a push of a couple of buttons, the treasurer generates all of the entrants for
contests, emails, and other pertinent information. This makes the Officer's job much easier.

In fact, Board members and committee chairs now require all membership applications, including
renewals, be made through Gravity Forms. The link to join membership using this form is
http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/join/. These Gravity Forms will be also used for upcoming contests
and events, even if you decide to send a check rather than using PayPal.

Finally, remember that until June 30, 2013, membership dues for new members have been reduced to
$42.50, instead of $65. This started on January 1 and will continue only to June 30. Tell all your friends
now is the time to join! Then renewal is only $45.00 for the entire year – July 1st 2013 to June 30, 2014. If
you would like to become a member or would like to renew your membership, please do so by following
the link at our website:  http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/join.

http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/

The updated CWC NorCal Group website is designed with you in mind. The attractive banner is
courtesy of Joyce Krieg, The NorCal Group Chair. As CWC and NorCal representative for Redwood
Writers, Elaine Webster has stepped into the Web Editor position for the project.  The new and
improved calendar of events is filled with all that the Northern California Writing Community has to
offer. If you don’t see your event listed, send the pertinent information to Elaine@mediadesign-
mds.com. Priority is given to CWC events, but if CWC members are involved Elaine wants to hear from
you. –Elaine Webster
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Several of our members will be speaking at the Women’s Power Strategy Conference created by
Redwood Writer member, Patricia V. Davis:

Kate Farrell Amanda McTigue Gilbert Mansergh
Patricia V. Davis Linda Loveland Reid Linda Joy Myers

This conference will take place June 15, 2103 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Wells Fargo Center
for the Arts, 50 Mark West Springs Road, Santa Rosa. For more information, please go to
http://womenspowerstrategyconference.com/.

The North Bay Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI) announces a
workshop on Historical Fiction for Kids by children's author, Jeri Chase Ferris on
Wednesday, June 5, 2013 from 7:00-9:00 p.m.: This meeting will be held at the new
location of the Sebastopol Center for the Arts at 282 S. High Street (left side door),
Sebastopol, CA and is open to the public. Donation $10 for SCBWI members, $15 for non-
members with pre-registration on-line. $15 for SCBWI members, $20 for non-members at
the door.

SCBWI is a professional organization for writers and illustrators of children’s books. For more
information contact Charles Markee ctmarkee@gmail.com. For more information:
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=ztqkjicab&oeidk=a07e7gb6igtc18227b5 .

Date: June 20 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Place: Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma
Cost: $15 at the door
Topic: Finding and Working with an Agent

If you are seeking to get your book published, the first step is usually finding an agent to represent you. This
presentation will lead you through the process of finding the right agent for you. We will discuss how to do
research on agents, writing effective query letters, preparing book proposals that are convincing to agents
and publishers, and (time permitting) describing the work of the agent in negotiating a contract. In the
process, we will have a lot to say about the culture and business of publishing. Andy Ross opened his
literary agency in January 2008. Andy is a member of the Association of Author Representatives (AAR).

Harry Reid and Linda Loveland Reid Features Readers at Aqus!

Date: May 29, 2013
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Place: Aqus Café, 189 H St. Petaluma
Cost: Free if you buy a meal. Without a meal, it’s a $5.00 contribution to

a worthy cause.
This event is hosted by Amanda McTigue and Ransom Stephens. A wildcard
drawing is held for one writer to read his or her own writing. Writers, please
bring 1,000 of your own words in case you name is pulled out of the hat!
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Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these
free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection
 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing
 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts
 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest
 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in

new or existing groups.

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin
County. After college, she worked for several California law enforcement
agencies. She retired after 35 years and uses her experience to write thrillers
based on the rich and textured life of the people behind the badge. Read more at
http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com.

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt
to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs
appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Also Deborah blogs for animal
welfare and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com.

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-mail
address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Dear Redwood Writers,

So many exciting things are happening in
Redwood Writers! At the June 9 meeting, we will
vote on officers for 2013-2014. Even though the
slate of officers has already been revealed, you
can still nominate members before June 1. Please
see page 3 for specific instructions.

We also have some great writing contests.
Don’t forget about the June 1 deadline for the
memoir contest. The fiction contest is also now
open. What I like about this contest is that your
contest entry can be the first 2,000 words of your
novel in progress! What a wonderful opportunity
to make your novel opening the best that it can be!

On that note, last week our speaker, Jana
McBurney-Lin, talked about the five things that
can kill a story: lack of theme, too may or too few
characters, breaking your contract with your
reader, not showing action as it happens, and not
being real to your character. Jana also reiterated
the importance of editing your work until it shines.

Now that the fiction contest is open, and we
have all learned the five things to keep our story
alive, it’s time to write. GO!

Susan Littlefield
The Redwood Writer Editor

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin
Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden
Copyeditor: Jeanne Miller
Copyeditor: Mona Mechling

The Redwood Writer
P.O. Box 4687

Santa Rosa, CA 95402
The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of
each month. Anything after this date will be
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions
to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org.

The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month.
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.

Submission Guidelines
Breaking News is for members to share

writing-related accomplishments only. Please
write your news in first person in 75 words or
less. All pieces over this limit will be edited down.
Please include a picture.

Article submissions should be around 500
words, but we are flexible. Please check your
spelling and grammar prior to submission.

Announcements for the newsletter must be
writing related. Please note we no longer publish
members’ private fee-based events. We also do
not have the room to publish announcements for
members’ parties. Please include your picture and
details and a text copy about your class or event.

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please
keep word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will
be published as space permits. Overflow is saved
for the next newsletter.

Redwood Writers
General Membership Meetings
General membership meetings are held the

second Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00
p.m. in the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel.
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo
Hotel in the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to
the membership meeting. All members welcome.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California
Writers Club.

Thank you Osha, Jeanne, Juanita, and Mona for
all your hard work on The Redwood Writer!

Just finished Emotional Intelligence by Daniel
Goleman. This nonfiction book has a sub-head of
“Why it can matter more than IQ.” I found this
book to be very helpful info in understanding
people, and excellent background material for
writers. —Robin Moore



  
Redwood Writers Presents : 

 

Do All Roads Lead to Rome? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A Dialogue on Traditional vs. Independent Publishing 
 

Featuring Buzzy Martin and our own Robbi Sommers Bryant 
                                                                  

 
Which publishing road should you take? Is there a definite answer to that question, or 
does it vary for each person and situation? Two veteran writers meet to tell tales of the 
positives and negatives of traditional and independent publishing: charismatic musician 
Buzzy Martin, author of Don’t Shoot! I’m the Guitar Man, and Redwood Writers spirited 
president Robbi Sommers Bryant, whose newest book, Dream, won second place in the 
Los Angeles Book Festival, Best in Genre. Michelle Wing serves as moderator.  

 

 

 

     About Buzzy Martin  
Buzzy Martin has been performing music, teaching at-risk 
youth, speaking and mentoring for many years and has 
shared the stage with the likes of Sammy Hagar, The 
Doobie Brothers, Sammy Kershaw, Bob Seger, Leon Russell, 
Pam Tillis and many others. Speaking and performing in 
front of large crowds and being able to be personable is a 
talent, and one for which Buzzy definitely has a gift. Being 
a published author of the Penguin/Berkley book, Don’t 
Shoot! I’m the Guitar Man, has given Buzzy the 
opportunity to share his incredible message of “Education 
Not Incarceration” through music to the world. 

 

 

 

Buzzy has shared his message with Colleges and universities 
such as Yale, Rotary Clubs, schools at all levels, juvenile 
detention centers, legal, professional and judicial groups.           
www.buzzymartin.com    
 

 

 

 About Robbi Sommers Bryant 
 
 

In addition to Dream, Robbi Sommers Bryant is most recently 
the author of the novel The Beautiful Evil, which has won the 
BAIPA Award for Best in Genre as well as Honorary Mention in 
the Los Angeles Book Festival in fiction and was a top finalist in 
the Kindle Book Review Contest. 

 

 
 

  FLYER DESIGN BY APRIL GREEN      In total, she is the author of one novella, four novels, five  
        books of short stories and a book of poetry. Robbi has had  
        articles published in magazines such as Redbook and Reader’s 
        Digest. Besides her writing, she is also web editor for the  
        Redwood Writers website, a professional editor specializing in 
        Tempo Editing, and a creativity coach.  

 Robbi is also an active member of the Bay Area Independent    
 Book Publishers Association.                                           
                                                                                                     www.robbibryant.com                              

 
 

 

 

  

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club 6/9/13 Meeting www.redwoodwriters.org 
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Length: 900-2,000 words
Limit: 2 submissions per entrant.
Previously unpublished work only. No online or self-published work. Piece can be a section of a larger work as long 
as it stands on its own and has not been previously published.
Format: 12 point font, Times Roman, double-spaced in Word.
On manuscript: Story title. Do not include author name. Paginate your manuscript without your name in 
header. Submit via the website at www.redwoodwriters.org. Click on Contests and continue from there. Sorry, no 
snail mail submissions. Payment using PayPal on the website or send a check made out to Redwood Writers to P.O. 
Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. We must receive both your manuscript and your payment before the manuscript 
will be forwarded on to the judges.

MALENA ELIJUMAILY
Malena Eljumaily has been a member of Redwood 
Writers since 2008. She is on the board of the North-
ern California chapter of Sisters in Crime and mostly 
reads and writes mysteries. Last year, she tried her hand 
at playwriting for the first time, and her drama, Special 
Delivery, won the Audience Favorite award at the Red-
wood Writers Second Annual 10 Minute Play Contest.

O
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Flyer D
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Deadline:  Midnight on June 1, 2013
Eligibility:  Residents of Sonoma, Napa, 
   Marin, Solano, Lake and 
   Mendocino counties
Winners:   Announced at Aug. 11, 2013 
   Redwood Writers meeting
Prizes:   1st place, $100
   2nd place, $75 
   3rd place, $35
Submission  CWC Members, $8
Fees:   Nonmembers, $12

Who Are You?Who Are You?
Redwood Writers 
Memoir Contest

2013

Redwood Writers 
Memoir Contest

2013

Contest Overview:Contest Overview:

Submission Rules:Submission Rules:

Contest Chair:Contest Chair:



Our JudgesOur Judges

Laura McHale Holland 
Laura McHale Holland penned the memoir Reversible Skirt, 
which won the Rockaway Press writing competition when it 
was in manuscript form and, after its publication, earned a silver 
medal in the Readers Favorite book awards. Laura’s work has ap-
peared in such publications as Every Day Fiction Three, Wisdom 
Has a Voice, the Vintage Voices anthologies, North Bay biz maga-
zine, the Noe Valley Voice and the original San Francisco Exam-
iner.

Frances Lefkowitz
Frances Lefkowitz (www.FrancesLefkowitz.net) is the au-
thor of To Have Not, one of  SheKnows.com’s “Best Mem-
oirs of 2010.” She publishes fiction and nonfiction in Tin 
House, The Sun, Utne Reader, Glimmer Train, Whole Liv-
ing, Health, and more, and has special mentions for the 
Pushcart Prize and Best American Essays. The book re-
viewer for Good Housekeeping, Frances teaches writing 
workshops and blogs about writing and publishing at Pa-
perInMyShoe.com.

Ana Manwaring 
Ana Manwaring, www.anamanwaring.com, teaches memoir, personal essay, 
poetry and fiction writing through Napa Valley College and edits through 
JAM Manuscript Consulting. She’s active in Redwood Writers, Napa Valley 
Writers, and Sisters in Crime Normal. Watch for Ana’s thriller, The Hydra 
Corollary. Visit her blog,  http://anaelectures.wordpress.com and follow her 
column in the Petaluma Post.
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COLOR 
YOUR WORLD

Redwood Writers 
Fiction Contest 2013

Deadline:   Midnight on August 5, 2013
Eligibility:   Residents of Sonoma, Napa, 
   Marin, Solano, Lake and 
   Mendocino counties
Winners:   Announced at Oct. 13, 2013 
   Redwood Writers meeting
Prizes:   1st place, $100
   2nd place, $50 
   3rd place, $25
Submission  CWC Members, $8
Fees:    Nonmembers, $12

Length: 2,000 word maximum
Limit: 1 submission per entrant.
Previously unpublished work only. No online or self-published work. If part of a 
novel, send in only the first 2,000 words (not 2,000 words of Chapter 3 or mid-
dle of novel). This is important, because a reader must be hooked within the first   
pages in order to entice them to read on.
Format: 12 point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced in Word.
On manuscript: Story or novel title. Do not include author name. Paginate 
your manuscript without your name in header. Submit via the website at www.
redwoodwriters.org. Click on Contests and continue from there. Sorry, no snail 
mail submissions. Payment using PayPal on the website or send a check made out 
to Redwood Writers to P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. We must receive 
both your manuscript and your payment before the manuscript will be forwarded 
on to the judges.
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Robert Fischer
Robert Fischer was raised in San Francisco and cur-
rently resides in Santa Rosa and is a semi-retired real 
estate developer. He became a furniture manufacturer 
after serving in the Korean War, an import-exporter and 
a restaurant owner with many outlets in both Australia 
and California. He is an entrepreneur, largely self-
taught, a dad to five children and a husband to his wife 
Helga for 36 years. He flew his own helicopter and flew 
for a senator in the Philippines during the President 
Marcos period. After returning to America, he sold de-
salination equipment 
in Arabia, Australia 
and the Polynesian 
Islands. Plane Jane, 
his debut novel, 
highlights experiences 
in Bulgaria, where 
he witnessed wide-
spread theft of autos 
and airplanes from 
the West. The Return 
of Private Fischer 
is Fischer’s second 
truth-based novel, 
which highlights the 
abandonment of over 
ten thousand Korean 
War soldiers to their 
fate inside the Soviet Gulag and the attempt to find him 
in Siberia and bring him home. Both titles were accept-
ed by Costco.

JC (Jeanne) Miller
JC (Jeanne) Miller’s most recent novel, Va-
cation, was published by Last Light Studio. 
In aaddition to attending Tin House Writer’s 
Work-
shop 
where she 
studied 
with 
Jonathan 
Dee, 
2011 
finalist 
for the 
Pulitzer 
Prize in 
Fiction, 
she has 
been a 
Master 
Class 
resident 
at Hedgebrook Institute. She is a founding 
member of JAM, a manuscript consultation 
team. An avid reader and table tennis enthu-
siast, JC resides in Northern California. Visit 
her website:  jcmillerwriter.com

Anna Loan-Wilsey
Anna Loan-Wilsey has worn lots of different career hats 
including biologist, librarian and now author of the Hattie 
Davish Mystery series. She earned a B.A. at Wells College 
in Aurora, NY and had several poems published in their 
literary magazine, The Chronicle. She earned her M.L.I.S. 
from McGill University in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. She 
has worked in academia much of her life including Syracuse 
University, University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, Texas A&M 
University-Commerce and most recently, Iowa State Univer-
sity, publishing in several scientific peer-reviewed journals.  
Of A Lack of Temperance, her first novel and first in the 
Hattie Davish Mysteries Series, Publishers Weekly said, 
“Loan-Wilsey’s delightful debut introduces Hattie Davish… 
Cozy fans will eagerly await Hattie’s next adventure,” while 
Library Journal 
added that “This 
historical cozy 
debut showcas-
es the author’s 
superb research. 
Readers will be 
fascinated by the 
volatility within 
the 1890s wom-
en’s temperance 
movement and 
by the Victorian 
obsession with 
healing spas … 
this is a warm 
beginning.”  She is a member of Mystery Writers of America 
and Sisters in Crime.  Anything But Civil, the second in the 
series, is due out in October. www.annaloanwilsey.com

Our Judges

Marian lINDNER, 
contest Chair
Marian Lindner is a writer and freelance editor of fiction and non-fiction manuscripts. Her specialties include plot development, point-of-
view, and enhancing clarity while retaining the integrity of a writer’s unique voice. She is the author of two novels, one screenplay, and the 
daily affirmation self-help guide, The Emotionally Available Partner. A former High School English teacher and award-winning grant writer, 
Marian also holds a Master of Arts in Comparative Literature. For more about Marian, check out her website, www.marianlindner.com.



The Short & Long of It  
New Play Fest

and PRESENT

Get the details!
To purchase tickets and for more 

information, visit our website at 
www.6thstreetplayhouse.com or 

call Box Office at (707) 523-4185 ext. 1.

The Bucket by Jack Fender
Crossroads by Darrell Grisham

Starbucks on Broadway by Scott Lummer
The Art of  the Matter by Lynn Millar

Intervention by Kay Mehl Miller
Open House by Tony Sciullo

Hot Water by Jean Wong

Festivities of  the Fest!

(Clockwise from left) Lynn Millar, Tony Sciullo, Darrell Grisham, 
Scott Lummer, Jean Wong, Kay Mehl Miller. (Jack Fender not 
pictured)

• Full production of the 10-Minute Plays! 7 playwrights, 7 
plays, 6 directors and 10 actors bring you this year’s delectable 
offerings. June 27-30* (Cost: $18)
• Staged Readings: Full-length plays written by the judges of 
this year’s 10-Minute Play Contest. (See reverse side for more 
info.) June 2, June 9 & July 21 (Donations accepted)
• The 10-Minute Play — Taking It To the Next Level: Join 
internationally produced playwright and founding writer with Play-
Ground Garret Jon Groenveld in a two-hour workshop exploring 
the ins and outs of the 10-Minute Play. We’ll look at strategies 
to push your 10-Minute Play to the next level, delving into tech-
niques that innovate with structure, character & dialogue. Stretch 
your writing muscles with in-class exercises & a follow-up discus-
sion of what to do with the play once you’ve written it. June 29 @ 
11 a.m. (Cost: $10)
• Audience Favorite: Cast your vote! You the audience will 
have the opportunity to vote for your favorite play; the winning 
playwright, director and cast will be awarded during the final event 
of the Fest. Award presented June 30 at Meet the Playwright. 
(Free Event!)
• Meet the Playwrights, Q & A: Following the final perfor-
mance of the 10-Minute Plays, the playwrights will participate in 
an audience Q&A. June 30 @ 4:30 p.m. (Free event!)

*For showtimes, please check the website at www.6thstreetplayhouse.com.

The 10-Minute Plays

Recipient of 
Sonoma County Grant

Festival Director Lennie Dean



Under Pegasus: the Edge of Love  June 2, 2013 @ 2 p.m.
A new play by David Beckman
Directed by David Lear
In New York’s Grand Central Terminal, Jack, a single, well-heeled New York advertising man encounters a homeless woman playing 
a flute for handouts. She’s Emily, Jack’s long-lost ex-wife, once a brilliant flute soloist, now hallucinatory and deeply wounded. Thus 
two worlds collide — the successful and the discarded, the haves and have-nots. Above them on the station’s ceiling the constel-
lation Pegasus supplies a mythological bridge that brings them together again. A play of ambition, memory, loss and redemption.

Empty Nesters by Garret Jon Groenveld  June 9, 2013 @ 2 p.m.
Directed by Craig Miller
A middle-aged couple sets off on a sight-seeing adventure to mark their last child leaving the nest. 
But can you ever really go home again?

Reporter Girl by Laura Rohrman  July 21, 2013 @ 2 p.m.
Directed by Bronwen Shears
This full-length play by Laura Rohrman is about cartoonist Dale Messick, who created the famous cartoon strip Brenda Starr Report-
er in 1940. The play weaves together a narrative that spans four decades and includes family history, actual cartoon strip plotlines 
and characters, and most important of all — fantasy—to create a portrait of an artist as a creator and woman. Reporter Girl has 
been a Weissberger Award nominee, a Princess Grace and O’Neill Finalist among other awards. Laura Rohrman, the playwright, is 
the maternal granddaughter of Dale Messick.

Laura “Noni” Rohrman
Laura “Noni” Rohrman’s playwriting credits include: Reporter Girl, a finalist for multiple awards 
among them The O’Neill Festival, The Weissberger Award and The Princess Grace Fellowship, 
and My Life As You, a 2006 Playwrights First finalist. Her short plays have been finalists for the 
Samuel French short play festival and have had multiple productions in NYC and abroad. Laura 
studied playwriting at The New School for Drama’s MFA program in New York City. 
www.laurarohrman.com

David Beckman
David studied acting at the Lee Strasberg School and playwrit-
ing at New York’s Circle in the Square Theatre, and toured with 
the National Shakespeare Company. Becoming Walt Whitman 
was produced in 2010 at Santa Rosa’s Sixth Street Playhouse. 
His short plays have appeared at the Beast Festival in New York, 
the Pegasus Theatre Company’s Tapas Short Play Festival in Rio 
Nido and Actors’ Theatre of Santa Cruz. He adapted Under Pega-
sus from his novel of the same title.

Garret Jon Groenveld
Garret Jon Groenveld is a founding writer with PlayGround 
and PlayGround Resident Playwright. His play, The Humming-
birds, won the Internationalist Global Playwriting competition 
and is receiving productions in Bucharest, Romania, Mexi-
co City, Mexico and Zaragoza, Spain, with a final reading in 
April in Zoetermeer, the Netherlands. He is the screenwriter 
for The Secret Life of a Hotel Room, featured in the second 
PlayGround Film Festival.

Readings take place at 6th Street Playhouse in the Studio Theatre,
followed by a talk back with the playwright.

For more information, go to the our website at www.6thstreetplayhouse.com/home/

and PRESENT

The Short & Long of It  
New Play Fest

Staged Readings Series

Cost:
Donations
accepted.
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