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Susanne Lakin 
 

 
 

 

Sizzling Scenes: Writing That Really Cooks 

Good writers are like good cooks—using a 

variety of ingredients and spices, simmering until 

boiling, and leaving a surprise twist or lingering 

aftertaste to keep the reader wanting to come 

back to the table for seconds.  

In this lighthearted workshop, Susanne Lakin 

invites writers of all levels to explore the various 

ways scenes can be constructed and the elements 

needed to make a scene sizzle. We will look at 

the three major components of a scene—the 

beginning, middle, and end—and judge at 

random excerpts from best-selling novels to 

evaluate what works and doesn’t work in their 

scene construction. Lakin has distilled her usual 

three-hour workshop into just over an hour, 

providing a recipe-book’s worth of information 

and activities. 

Susanne Lakin is a copyeditor and writing 

coach, as well as a member of numerous editing 

and writing groups. She has penned 14 novels, 

nine of which she has contracted to publishers in 

the last three years. Her newest release, Colorado 

Promise (under pen name Charlene Whitman), 

hit #1 on three best-seller lists in the first months 

in Historical Western Romance. She just 

released, Say What?: A Fiction Writer’s Handy 

Guide to Grammar, Punctuation, and Word 

Usage. 
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REDWOOD WRITERS SALON 

“The Solstice Salon” 
 

Saturday, June 21, from 1:00 - 4:00 in Cotati 

 

Bring your stories and poems to share! 

All members are welcome! 

 

RSVP: Reservations, readings, directions, and our 

potluck lunch 

Contact: Sher Gamard   gmard@redshift.com                  

 

mailto:gmard@redshift.com
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Why Do You Write? 

By David Ramirez 

 

“Why did you write your book?”  

I’m usually asked this after the person in front of me expresses in 

almost-disbelief, “No way.”  How do you respond?  Do you just 

stand there like a deer in the headlights? Or do you use a prepared 

response—you know, that elevator quick-pitch you spent almost as 

much time writing as you did your completed book? Jack London, 

known for his quickness of mind, once responded when asked why, 

“Because I got started twenty years before the fellows who are 

trying to start now”.   

We are Redwood Writers and, because of our motto ‘writers 

helping writers,’ are hopefully avoiding that lengthy writer’s 

struggle.  

Several weeks ago, I attended the NorCal Leadership Conference of the California Writers 

Club along with four others from Redwood Writers.  I met a room filled with writers like 

myself, eager to absorb the ideas and wisdom of others on how to better lead and grow our 

individual clubs. We shared our branch’s successes and challenges. In the process, we began 

building relationships with writers from the nineteen clubs represented at the conference. I 

came away from the conference with a renewed sense of inner confidence toward making a 

stronger effort in support of our branch leadership, and the goals of Redwood Writers.  

All of us are extremely busy people, and because of that fact, we know how to get things 

done. The load is always lighter with more involved in the lifting. 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

DR. VENUS MAHER 

    
 

By Jo Lauer 

Dr. Venus Maher is a chiropractor by day and a 

creator by night.  

“When I get out of the way I find stories, poems, 

and songs pouring through me and writing is a 

delight.”  

Now that her only son is off to college, Dr. 

Venus has more time to spend in her cozy little 

writing studio. These sessions are supported by her 

life partner of fourteen years and their two cats. 

The doctor’s most prolific writing time occurs 

on quarterly self-guided retreats with a friend she 

met through Redwood Writers. In between retreats 

these two gather frequently to write and edit each 

other's work. Having a writing partner enhances the 

quality of their literary efforts and their lives. 

Hungry to create the kind of books that 

mesmerized her growing up, Dr. Venus takes 

classes, reads voraciously and participates in 

writer's groups to hone her craft. Having always 

loved a good story, she savors writing them. Her 

style is evocative, leaving a clean trace of hope on 

the palate. Full of delightful descriptions and 

actions, the doctor’s prose draws the reader into the 

worlds she creates. 

Dr. Venus is currently nearing the completion of 

Light Weaver, book one of the fantasy trilogy she 

has been developing for over a decade based in the 

magical land of Hartlund. You can read about how 

the Chandra became Shape-shifters in the story “In 

the Beginning” which was published in a recent 

Redwood Writers Anthology. The second story,  

 

“First Budlings Flight,” tracing how her 

protagonists fly on sky trails of compassion into 

human lands to help those in need, will be in the  

next Redwood Writers Anthology.  

Her memoir, The Wild Years - Coming of Age 

in the Communes, documenting her childhood in 

hippie and lesbian communes is next in the line-up 

of books demanding to be completed. You can 

taste the flavor of these adventures by reading 

“Tripping on High,” published in Times They 

Were A’Changing -Women remember the 60s and 

70s. Her tale received third honorable mention 

from the editors Kate Farrell, Linda Joy Myers 

and Amber Lea Starfire. 

Dr. Venus Maher is also known as the singing 

chiropractor - serenading her patients when asked. 

An article in the Bohemian Newspaper by David 

Templeton led to a televised Evening Magazine 

episode. She has been involved in publishing three 

musical albums. “When Do We Laugh?” ranging 

from Jazz to Reggae, is comprised of the best 

eleven of her ninety rhythmic compositions. 

Teaching song-writing to middle-schoolers 

involved the creation of two CDs, aided by huge 

donations of time and talent from Linda Ferro, as 

well as Prairie Sun Recording Studio. Recently 

her “Wings of Angels” was included in Rhea 

Schnurman’s book Singing Us Home - Songs for 

End of Life. Both women are members of the 

Threshold Choir, singing at the bedsides of those 

on the border of living & dying. 

When the words aren’t yet accompanied by 

melodies, they call themselves poems. Her 

“Turning Fifty” was included in a recent Redwood 

Writers Anthology, and her “Miracle of Night” 

made its debut in the Redwood Writers poetry 

compilation, The Beat Goes On, in 2014. 

Dr. Venus says, “Each of us has a unique 

writer’s voice. Studying the craft of writing is 

necessary to hone my message, but art is not a 

learned skill. If I don’t trust my muse I stumble 

over my ego’s fear and writer’s block ensues. 

Ignoring the internal critic’s voice, writing 

chicken-scratch, lists, recipes or dreams, allows 

the fear to pass. In the midst, jewels flow onto the 

page, to be mined by later editing. No matter 

what, I just have to write!” 



The Redwood Writer   4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writers journeyed “From Pen to 

Published” at this year’s annual Redwood 

Writers Conference on April 26, 2014. 

Be sure to check out the winning poems 

from the conference on pages 6 & 7! 



The Redwood Writer   5 

 

  



The Redwood Writer   6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The Redwood Writer   7 



The Redwood Writer   8 

 



The Redwood Writer   9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    
 

Time is almost up to nominate candidates! 
 

Over the past several months your Nominating Committee – Osha Hayden, Jeanne Jusaitis, 

Linda Reid and Robbi Bryant – have contacted members in an effort to put together a slate of 

candidates for the June 8, 2014 election. 

 

They will present their 2014-2015 Slate to the membership at the May 18th, 2014 general 

membership meeting. The following Redwood Writer Club members are up for election:  

 

PRESIDENT: Robbi Sommers Bryant  

VICE PRESIDENT (3 positions): Sandy Baker, Janice Rowley, David Ramirez 

SECRETARY: Malena Eljumally  

TREASURER: Pam Taeuffer 

 

Nominations are now open until June 1, 2014. All nominations must be in writing. The nominee 

must also write a letter that states he or she will accept the nomination. Please send your 

nominations to the Nominations Chair, Osha Belle Hayden at osha@renaissancecs.com.  

 
 

Don't forget about the great flyers at 

the end of the newsletter!  

mailto:osha@renaissancecs.com
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem 

or two will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen 

based on the space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times 

New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word 

document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 

freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th 

of the month to be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
  

 

The House Guest  
 —Belinda Riehl 

 

It was the right thing 

For him to move home 

Not enough work or money 

To eat right and be safe. 

 

He was welcomed 

Space and habits were changed 

His sensitivities to noise and light 

Permeated the usual. 

 

Adjustments were made  

To the new normal 

Silently morphing from relaxed 

To carefully on edge. 

 

Infrequent outbursts wait in the wings 

Kindness and gratitude are required  

Boundaries and patience are elevated 

Until a better normal can be restored. 
 

Omaha Obituary 1957 
—Robert Winters 

 

Icy blue winter wind whipped the boy as he watched his 

mother go 

while his sister cried, Father’s  sad face  tried hard to give 

his son a smile 

but the dice had been rolled and the eyes of a snake 

would show 

 

Mother and Father heard frightful words; the cancer 

tumors grow 

gone were the woman’s  plans for her family and her life 

Icy blue winter wind whipped the boy as he watched his 

mother go 

 

With experimental atomic radiation the doctors tried to 

defeat her foe 

it left her body bald, gut-punched, and her vomit on the 

floor 

but the dice had been rolled and the eyes of a snake 

would show 

 

No more to be held in husband’s loving arms when they 

were dancing slow 

or have the time to watch her girl and boy grow 

Icy blue winter wind whipped the boy as he watched his 

mother go 

 

My dear husband, son and daughter, I love you more then 

you know 

Remember me I’ll be in the summer breeze when you 

feel it blow 

but the dice had been rolled and the eyes of a snake 

would show 

 

The wife and mother of two passed and is buried beneath 

the snow 

 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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SWAG 
 

$7      Flash Drives, 4GB (one unit twister) 

$12    Padfolio (9x6”) with RW Pen     

(replaceable writing pad, notes flap, 

business card slot) 

 

$1       Pens, ballpoint with black ink 

$18    Polo or T-Shirts 

$2      Tote Bags 

$12    Water Bottle (snap cap with straw- 

like dispenser, large opening for ice 

or to clean)  

$1 Magnets (2.5” round with RW logo) 

 

ANTHOLOGIES 

 
$5 Redwood Writer Anthologies 

(years 2006-2012) 

$12 2013 Redwood Writer Anthology 

$12 2014 Redwood Writer Poetry 

Anthology 
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My book, Point Reyes Sheriff's Calls, made the Marin IJ bestseller list for the week 

of April 20. The fictional story takes place in Point Reyes, and was inspired by actual 

sheriff’s calls published in newspaper, Point Reyes Light.  Here's the link to the 

bestseller list: bit.ly/SolomonMarinIJ  – Susanna Solomon 

 

 

 

 

April 9 – 15, 2014, I attended Mt. Hermon Christian Writers 

Conference, and was overjoyed when I was honored with the Lauren 

Beyenhof True Grit Award, and $1,000. In grateful tears, I’m 

determined to complete writing my memoir –  my miraculous 

surviving life story, from an unwanted peasant girl who escaped death, 

disease, famine, abuse, neglect and brainwashing in China, to a proud 

American citizen, homeowner, and high school teacher with a Master’s 

Degree who is loved and respected by my students. – Jing Li 

 

 

On June 15, Helen Sedwick is launching her new book, Self-Publisher’s Legal 

Handbook, the first Step-by-Step Guide to the Legal Issues of Self-Publishing. A self-

published author herself, Helen uses 30 years of legal experience to show you how to 

stay out of court and at your desk, working on your next book.   – Helen Sedwick 

 

 

Five of us – Sandy Baker, Jan Rowley, David Ramirez, 

Robbi Sommers Bryant, and Michelle Wing – attended the 

CWC NorCal Group Leadership Conference on Saturday, 

May 3 at DeVry University in Fremont. The main focus was 

for folks to meet with peers from other branches (i.e., 

presidents with presidents, public relations directors with 

other PR directors, etc.), and share ideas, success stories, 

strategies. We were encouraged to look for at least one "take 

it home" idea. We were the only team to show up in 

matching t-shirts, so we made quite a sharp picture!  

– Michelle Wing 

 

 

http://bit.ly/SolomonMarinIJ
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¿Qué es ese bulto tembloroso y maloliente que trajeron a casa? ¡El gato y el perro 

quieren saber! La autora María de Lourdes Victoria y la ilustradora, Adriana 

Morales, presentarán su último libro infantil bilingüe “They came home with a 

bundle” / “Llegaron a casa con un bulto.” Este cuento iencantador contiene una lista 

de vocabulario para ayudar a los lectores a mejorar su inglés. La lectura será en 

inglés y español. Habrá rifa de libros, piñatas y pastel. Vengan! 2 p.m. Sábado, 31 de 

Mayo de 2014. Biblioteca Central, Piso 4, Sala 1. 

Translation: What is that wiggly, smelly bundle they brought home? The cat and 

the dog want to know! Author Maria de Lourdes Victoria and her illustrator, Adriana 

Morales, will present their latest bilingual children's book "They came home with a 

bundle" / “Llegaron a casa con un bulto." This delightful story contains a vocabulary list to help readers 

improve their Spanish. The reading will be in English and in Spanish. There will be a raffle of books, 

piñatas, and cake. Join us! 2 p.m. Saturday, May 31st, 2014. Central Library, Floor 4, Room 1. – Maria 

Victoria 
 

The true accounts in Jan Boddie's forthcoming book Lessons 

from Earth & Spirit, A Vortex Journey Beyond Beliefs began long 

before the first vortex re-opened in 2001 on the former Pomo land 

where she and Marystella live. In 1994, the obstructions that riddled 

one of their many rites of passage transformed into blessings when 

the two women reached Athena's Temple and exchanged wedding 

vows. Join Jan and Marystella on Thursday June 12, 7:30 pm, at 

Many Rivers Books & Tea, 130 S. Main Street, Sebastopol for a 

free event. – Jan Boddie 

 

On Thursday, June 19, at 7:30 p.m., I’m appearing at Moe's Books, 2476 Telegraph 

Ave. in Berkeley, as part of the Poetry Flash reading series. Ruth Thompson and Tania 

Pryputniewicz, two other poets from Saddle Road Press, are joining me. I’m also 

launching my poetry book, Body on the Wall, on Saturday, June 21 at 7 p.m. at Yo el Rey 

Roastery, 1217 Washington St. in Calistoga. Joining me is Los Angeles author Sandra 

Hunter with her debut novel, Losing Touch.  More event information is at 

michellewing.com/future-events. – Michelle Wing 

 

I have been invited to be on the faculty of the Book Passage Children's Writing 

Conference from June 12 - June 15 in Corte Madera. I'll be on The Compelling & 

Authentic Protagonist: Making Your Hero(ine) Jump Off the Page panel with authors 

Laura Atkins and Lewis Buzbee, and will be teaching a session on Creative Non-Fiction: 

Factual Made Fun with author Gretchen Maurer. For more information and to register for 

this conference, go to  bookpassage.com/childrens-writers-illustrators-conference.  

– Natasha Yim 

 

http://michellewing.com/future-events
http://bookpassage.com/childrens-writers-illustrators-conference
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Kay Mehl Miller & Natasha Yim 
The MC will be Abby Bogomolny. 

 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Please support the 

SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to five 

minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please practice 

reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   

This event is organized by Redwood Writer members Abby 

Bogomolny and Robin Moore.   

Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 

rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 

redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  

Date:  Saturday, June 28 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,    

           Santa Rosa.  

Monday, June 16 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

Come out and support our authors!  Hear five authors 

read from their books with Q & A from the audience. 

  

For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to 

order with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, 

and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 

are signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to 

Redwood Writers will be automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. The money is waiting for us to claim! 

You don't have to be a registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order from 

1,000 name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button on the left side of the page and follow 

the instructions! 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  
 

 Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 

County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 

Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 

in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 

advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 

may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 

you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 

 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 

you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-

mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 

interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 

cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 

experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 

highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 
 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 

$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 

No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. 

The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 

redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 

same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 

are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 

be saved for the next newsletter. 
 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers, 

I’m a huge fan of competitive reality television. 

As I write this, I am eagerly awaiting the results of 

American Idol, Hell’s Kitchen, Survivor and 

Amazing Race. What I love about these shows is 

watching competitors break through milestones 

each week as they advance further in the 

competition. Then at the end, I love witnessing the 

announcement of the winner with great fanfare. 

While writing is not exactly a competitive 

sport, those of us who practice the craft will go 

through many milestones in our writing. However, 

there isn’t much fanfare when the piece you’ve 

been working on is done. This hardly seems fair, 

as many of you can attest. Where are the confetti 

and balloons when the novel is finally complete? 

Who forgot to set off the fireworks when writer’s 

block was triumphantly conquered? Why is no 

one handing you a larger-than-life check for a 

million dollars when you’ve written over 3,000 

words in one sitting?  Many times, we have to be 

our own cheerleaders – announcing our 

accomplishment to the world to people who could 

never understand the sacrifices we’ve made just to 

get that piece of writing out there (except for our 

spouses, who may have sacrificed more…).  

This is what I love about being a part of 

Redwood Writers. Every time I attend a meeting 

or gathering, I am surrounded by people who 

understand how much this love of writing both 

fills my soul and steals my sanity. And I love that 

when any of us accomplishes a writing milestone, 

there’s a group of friends who will become some 

of our biggest fans and enthusiastic supporters. 

Now, if only we could do something about that 

million dollar check…                 –Crissi Langwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less. All 

pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 

include a picture.  

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 

grammar prior to submission.  

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 

members’ private fee-based events. We also do 

not have the room to publish announcements for 

members’ parties. Please include your picture and 

details and a text copy about your writing class or 

event.  

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 

the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.  

 

 

 

 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden  

Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   

Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   

Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  

Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 

Copyeditor:            Rosella Rhine 
 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


 

 
 


