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MARCH 10, 2012 SPEAKER 

 
JUDY BAKER  

 

Is your networking failing to produce the 

results you desire? Is your desk buried in 

business cards you meant to put into your 

database, but didn’t? 

Are there thank you notes that you meant to 

write and mail out sitting blank? Were you 

intending to make a call, send out information, 

or set an appointment? Are your social media 

profiles stale, confusing or missing in action? 

Feeling guilty, overwhelmed, confused, or 

anxious? In her talk, Judy will show you how to 

turn those business cards into contacts, 

connections and clients. 

Judy has been president of the Bay Area 

Independent Publishers Association since 2011, 

and on the Board of the Bay Area Consultants 

Group. She brings leadership, graphic design, 

public speaking and collaboration skills to these 

groups and to her clients. She specializes in 

working with authors, speakers and health care 

providers. 
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Solomon  
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Baumgardner  
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10 Breaking News  

11-15 Announcements  
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Date:   Saturday March 9, 2013 

Time:  2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Place:  Sebastopol Library, 7140 Bodega Ave., 

Sebastopol, California, telephone (707) 823-7691 

 

 
THEME FOR THE MONTH:  BEGINNINGS 

 

Redwood Writer Tami Casias, will emcee this 

afternoon of    literary delights from Sonoma County 

authors. Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work 

in public!  

 

Sign-up by emailing omr@redwoodwriters.org. For 

more information, visit http://www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

 

This issue is dedicated to  

Gail Larrick 
 

1938-2013.  
  

May her spirit live in her words forever. 

mailto:omr@redwoodwriters.org
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Robbi Sommers Bryant 

                

Winter is a dormant time; a time when we relish the blessing of a warm home, 

sheltered from storms and brisk evening air. As winter drifts and spring finds its way, 

the first twinges of the new season reawaken us. 

Orange butterflies bow to curtsying roses and bees court honeysuckle. I watch 

the leaves of the willow tree cha-cha with the breeze. A sense of renewal and growth 

are right around the corner. Women wear their flirty skirts and men play football in 

shorts. Yet, for those of us with writer’s block, a thick wall of ice isolates us from the 

new season.  

 I am one who hopes that spring will touch me soon. Ennui has settled in my 

heart and nothing sparks my imagination. Worried I might never write again, I watch 

spring tease others but the deadness of winter resides within my soul. 

In a cold, empty room surrounded by beams of radiation, my body battles 

cancer. Lying perfectly still, monster machines blast me. I tried to meditate. I tried to 

block the fear and join the silence. Just like writer’s block, it’s tough to sit in 

nothingness and hold the faith. 

As writer’s, we take our experiences and spin them into stories. We all dread the iciness of writer’s 

block. It’s like being stuck in a snowstorm. Our ideas are there, it’s just difficult to find them. Sitting in the 

snow takes courage. Writers block, like winter, can be stubborn and cold. 

But in the silence, I learned to stop waiting for spring. Instead, I tried to find a single snowflake. To 

contemplate what is: the tiny flake’s shape, its individuality, its separateness, yet its profound connection to 

all.  

What I learned about writer’s block and myself is this: blanketed by millions of flakes, inspiration and 

ideas await us. It’s only a matter of being quiet enough to hear the snow and what it has to say.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne Lang                  David Ziegenhagen 

Mary Ziegenhagen          Pamela Tinnin     

Joelle Burnette                Joan Martin 

David C. Rosas               Elizabeth Beechwood 

Debbie Weiss      Bert Botta 

Margaret Cullison 

Dr. Pierrette Mimi Poinsett 

Cristina Goulart 

 

Tjiska Van Wyk, Executive Director of Jack London State Historic Park, is interested in recruiting 

volunteers to introduce writing (poetry, fiction, etc.) to a group of probably junior high students (maybe 

younger) for a summer camp in June from June 10th-14th from 9:30-12. They are very interested in 

making the park (and the creative process!) more accessible to the community: adults and youth and also 

outreach to diverse, low-income families. If you’re interested, write to Tjiska Van Wky. Her email is 

tvanwyk@jacklondonpark.com. Or call her at 938-3689. – Jean Wong 
 

And as imagination bodies forth 

The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen 

Turns them to shapes and gives to airy 

nothing 

A local habitation and a name. 

- William Shakespeare (from A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream) 

 

 

To produce a mighty book, you must choose 

a mighty theme.  - Herman Melville 

mailto:tvanwyk@jacklondonpark.com
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If you frequented poetry circles, chances are you 

were privileged to hear the beautiful poetry of Gail 

Larrick.  Cynthia Helen Beecher submitted the following 

obituary, which she wrote for Gail’s family.   
Ms. Larrick was a dedicated spiritual warrior, gifted 

poet, exceptional photographer, brilliant editor, and 

consummate friend to many. She excelled at whatever 

she turned her considerable talents to, whether bird-

watching, organizing an international book fair, basket- 

weaving, or creating jewelry, candles, and collages. Her 

wide range of skills and interests led her to work in 

organizations as diverse as Chandler Publishing, Apple 

Computers, Silicon Graphics, Glide Publications, and 

Bedford Arts Publishing. Never one to be pigeon-holed, 

she was an avid lifelong fan of both the Dalai Lama and 

Merle Haggard. Among the long booklist to which she 

contributed her editorial talent are the anthology that 

accompanied the landmark film “The Word Is Out” and 

the monumental catalog of nineteenth- and twentieth-

century art, O California. A singular act of courage led 

to the publication of her poem “Shock” in the Madness 

Network News Reader at a time when being public about 

having undergone shock therapy could well destroy 

one’s reputation and career. 

Gail Larrick had lived in many places: Pickerington 

and Columbus Ohio, Utah, Seattle, Tucson, Rindge, 

New Hampshire, and many places in California—San 

Francisco, Berkeley, Sonoma, Mountain View, Menlo 

Park, and finally Cloverdale—and gathered friends 

wherever she went. She loved to travel and, again, 

befriended people from all walks of life, from grizzled 

cowboys to country musicians to award-winning poets, 

writers, and photographers. 

With a Master’s degree in creative writing, she 

taught for a while at the University of Arizona, Tucson, 

later led writing workshops in the San Francisco Bay 

Area, and continued, until her last day, to lend a helping 

hand to poets in polishing their work. Even in her 

seventies, Ms. Larrick continued to hone her own 

writing skills, becoming an active member of the local 

writers’ group, “Scrambled Eggs,” and joining numerous 

writing seminars. 

Ms. Larrick devoted much of her life to the spiritual 

path, studying  Buddhism  with  Master  Hsuan  Hua and  

 

Vedanta with Swami Chinmayananda; participating in 

Quaker worship meetings; and diving deep into the 

poetry and devotional practices of Sufism. She also 

sought to enrich her spirit by the study of Native 

American traditions, joining many a pow-wow and 

inspiring others to do likewise. She was an avid lover of 

nature, in particular the desert, but spent her final years 

among the hills and vineyards around Cloverdale, 

California, photographing the beauties of the 

surrounding countryside.  

Despite her many talents in the world of publishing, 

the arts, and crafts, her greatest talent was her gift for 

friendship, which she lavished on many, touching 

countless hearts, both young and old. 

Memorial services were held February 22.  For 

information on donations in Ms. Larrick’s memory, 

please go to http://quillinkproductions.wordpress.com. 
 

 
Juanita Martin submitted the following poem, 

saying that “Gail Larrick was a good friend and a 

wonderful poet. I loved her poems. She wrote excellent 

prose poetry that flawlessly  flowed across the page. She 

wove words into her work like a master seamstress, with 

beauty and depth.” 

 

Longing at Day's End (MacKerricher State Park) 

—Gail Larrick (a prose poem) 

 

In the after dusk, geese move into range, honk their way 

over my head and into silence. Mosquitoes bite at my 

ankles and my hands, and the dry bear grass sends up its 

dusty fragrance over the sound of the stream. I've 

brought an apple - a crisp Pink Lady - in my bag. I sit 

down in the leaves that cover the trail and take the first 

juicy bite. A dragonfly, blue and iridescent even in the 

late light, nearly brushes my face. 

 

This is who I want to be for the rest of my life, the one 

who registers the senses and owns her place in whatever 

place she is in. 

 

It began that way, when I was first in the flesh and 

exploring. The world was an open safe, all its treasures 

available. 

 

Now, in the wilderness of growing older, that wholeness 

I want comes only in interruptions of the chatter of life, 

until the Canada geese sail over in full voice or the 

stream trips over a rock or the dragonfly flits by. 

 

I want to be awake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gail Larrick 
 

1938-2013 

http://quillinkproductions.wordpress.com/
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 

Sher Gamard 
 

 

By Mary True 
 

Sher has been a seeker of wisdom and self-

awareness since the age of seventeen. The first 

breakthrough step for her was college. Telling 

nobody, she applied for and was accepted at San 

Diego State. The first in her family to do so, she 

attended college and studied psychology, hoping to 

gain self-awareness and understanding of the human 

psyche.   

After two years, she moved to Berkeley and got 

married. “The marriage didn’t work out, but 

Berkeley did,” she said. 

Sher loved the idealism and excitement of 

social activism in the 1960s. Living in Berkeley, she 

attended San Francisco State as a working student. 

After studying theoretical psychology for eight 

years, Sher realized that it had not cured her of the 

deep pain of an unhappy childhood. Seeking to 

experience and work through her deeper feelings, 

Sher joined a Gestalt Women’s Group that included 

creative writing. 

Two years later, with friends, she joined a 

Meditation Class with famous East-West guru 

Claudio Naranjo who blended psychiatry and 

spirituality. There she met the love of her life, her 

second husband, Bill Gamard. Through Claudio’s 

group they met their second spiritual guide, British 

Healer Reshad Field, of the Sufi “whirling dervish” 

tradition. In 1974, Bill, Sher, and others set off on a 

spiritual adventure in search of higher truth. They 

traveled to Sufi Centers in Los Angeles, Mexico and 

Turkey for months of extended study and work.  

 
 

 

 

 

Returning to Berkeley, Sher supported Bill 

through the completion of his doctorate in 

psychology. When their daughter Marri was born, 

she became a full time mom. When Marri started 

school, Sher began writing the book that would 

become her life's work for twenty years. 

Rigorously, Sher wrote three to five hours daily, 

describing the pilgrimage she lived, seeking an ever 

deepening sacred life. Her commitment to the 

discipline of daily writing was constant over the 

years. 

Six years ago, Sher submitted Gifts from an 

Unseen Hand to a few selected publishers. None of 

them was willing to publish it. 

Discouraged and depressed, Sher was 

browsing in Copperfield’s one afternoon when a 

large group of people surrounded a speaker. They 

were Redwood Writers, an organization  for writers 

supporting writers! After years of writing in 

isolation, Sher found the organization that she had 

always needed. She joined Redwood Writers and 

became an active member. 

Sher Gamard is now working with a 

“fantastic” copy editor to fine tune her book. She 

plans to self-publish it by 2014. Bill’s support and 

encouragement for her writing and their happy 

marriage over the years have made it possible. Sher 

points out that she has lived her book title, as she 

has received “abundant gifts from unseen hands”.   

As Redwood Writers Salon Chair, Sher 

Gamard handles Salon arrangements with style and 

grace. Speaking to hosts and attendees, she treats 

each person with impeccable manners and careful 

attention. Sher, with shining eyes and a sweet 

smile, is usually at the entrance table for Redwood 

Writers meetings. 

 
 Trivia! 

 

As of February 1, 2013, the population of the 

California Writers Club reached an astounding 

1600! If you go to the California Writers Club 

interactive map, hold your mouse over any club 

name to see how many members they have. The 

map can be found at http://cwc-

sfv.org/Extras/Other_Branches.php.  As of 

March 21, the Redwood Writers Club has 243 

members!  
 

http://cwc-sfv.org/Extras/Other_Branches.php
http://cwc-sfv.org/Extras/Other_Branches.php
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Upcoming RWC Contests! 
 

Memoir Contest: submission deadline June 15, 
2013. Awards at the August 2013 general 
membership meeting. 

Fiction Contest: submission deadline July 15, 
2013. Awards at the September 2013 general 
membership meeting. 

Poetry Contest:  submission deadline August 15, 
2013. Awards at the October 2013 general 
membership meeting. 
  
For more information, visit www.redwoodwriters.org. 

 

Enhancing Your Author 

Rank in Google Plus 
 

By Blake Webster 

The next section you want to edit is right below 

Other Profiles and is titled Contributor To. The 

process is the same as with Other Profiles. Here you 

will want to add websites that you contribute 

content to. This will include your own website and 

any other sites that you freelance with. 

All of the above social media and website 

URLs will hopefully contain back links to your 

main website, your Amazon book page, or anything 

else that you are trying to promote. If they don’t, 

make it a point to start adding back links either in 

an author profile at the end of the article/content, or 

within the article/content itself. Try to use keywords 

as anchor text for the link when used in content. 

Use the raw URL in an author profile such as; visit 

my website: http://www.mywebsite.com 

Every time you post new content to these 

platforms Google will not only pick up that 

information through the usual method of crawling 

the web, but also through your Google Plus account. 

The social signals generated will enhance your 

Author Rank status in Google, helping to propel 

you to the top in Google searches. These social 

signals assist Google in determining your authority 

for whatever particular niche or category you 

happen to be in. 
 

In the November newsletter, I wrote about 

developing Google Author Rank and in this issue I 

will be discussing ways of setting up your Google 

Plus account so that it will become a hub for your 

social activity. 

In an attempt to better compete with Facebook 

Google is trying to turn Google Plus into a hub for 

all of its products, and in addition, a hub for all of 

our social signals by providing each profile account 

with a means of setting up all of our social media 

connections. 

You can refer to the November newsletter to 

learn about setting up your initial Google Plus 

profile. After your profile is set up you will want to 

add some information concerning your social media 

accounts and the website(s) that you contribute 

content to on a regular basis. 

After logging into your Google Plus account 

you will want to click on Profile in the left 

navigation menu and then click on Edit Profile to 

the left of your profile image. In this area you will 

see sections for editing your introduction, 

occupation, etc. Scroll down towards the bottom 

and look for a section titled Other Profiles. Click on 

Other Profiles and a window will open allowing 

you to add custom links. This is where you will 

want to enter the URL of all your various social 

media accounts.  

For example, the URL for one of my Twitter 

accounts is https://twitter.com/WorkshopsOnline. 

You should be adding every social media URL that 

you have in this area. 

For my clients and me these accounts would 

include Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest, 

Squidoo, Blogger and Tumblr. This would also 

include any Web 2.0 properties that you might be 

contributing content to. Examples of Web 2.0 

properties would be WordPress.com blogs, 

Posterous, MyOpera, LiveJournal and Newsvine. 

 
 

Blake Webster is a web developer, web publisher, SEO 

consultant, internet marketer, published author, CreateSpace 

and Kindle developer. He also conducts WordPress and 

Social Media SEO workshops.  Blake recently launched his 

new online WordPress course that is made up of 30 video 

lessons with quizzes (www.socialwebmediatraining.com). 

For more information on web development and workshops 

visit www.mediadesignservices.com. Blake can be reached 

at blake@mediadesign-mds.com or by calling (707) 836-

8389. 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
https://twitter.com/WorkshopsOnline
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the 

newsletter. Each month a poem or two will 

be selected to be printed in the newsletter. 

Poems will be chosen based on the space 

available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 

point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems 

work best. Send poems as a Word document 

and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions 

Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 of 

the month to be included in the following 

month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Avenue of the Giants in Winter 
—Ana Manwaring 
 

Leaden sky slamming 

rain to the ground; 

The water churns 

rough down ravines 

and away to the sea. 

I watch protected, 

The windows steaming: 

riffles, rapids, 

the collapse of a bank. 

An uprooted redwood, 

A giant barge, 

batters the canyon. 

After the tempest, 

Diamonds trace a web 

before mist 

clouds the forest. 
 

 

Melissa Blue (mcardle) 
— Robert M. Shafer 
 

A more delicate touch I’ve never felt, 

a small butterfly lands on my hand. 

Brilliant blues, oranges and whites, 

decorated with precise patterns beyond mortal 

imagination. 

Admired by famed author/lepidopterist, Vladimir 

Nabokov. 

A radiant and rapturous vision of beaming beauty. 

Sinuous antenna sensitive to the slightest touch.  

Besieged species endangered by human encroachment. 

Always aware, she seeks solitary safety in the shade 

and scant nourishment spared by mechanical blade. 

If only more of the world could learn to use, 

just a tiny trace,  

of Melissa Blue’s,  

gentle grace. 
 

A Handwritten Life  
—Catharine Bramkamp 
 

we were graded on handwriting,   

big cursive  

loops,  

squiggling 

over the bloated belly 

of capital S.  

 

What I should have been learning,  

back in third grade  

is how to switch hit careers 

in under a minute 

how to plug in - control - access the hour    

from zero 

to 60 across a   

traffic clogged highway 

maneuvering between 

cars on pause 

 

I should have learned to read 

fluid maps that erased like etch-a-sketches 

as we bumped forward 

 

Instead I struggled to scribe 

the perfect cursive, capital T  

the swoosh at the crown 
 

March Member Reader 
Robert Digitale 

 

You can read more about Robert at his website: 

http://www.horsestalker.com/horsestalker/home.htm 

l 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
http://www.horsestalker.com/horsestalker/home.htm
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The fourth thing: don't edit as you go. Don't 

erase anything, and don't edit what you've written. 

Read over what you have done, admire your ability 

to sit quietly for an hour, and give yourself praise. 

You are a genius. 

See? Told you so. 

Now, you have a manuscript to edit. 

The first thing: when writing stories, long 

pieces, articles, memoirs, anything, the first thing to 

realize is that you be nice to yourself. Or, better yet, 

kick yourself down the stairs. Does that feel better? 

You choose. 

How silly! Of course you will be nice to 

yourself. Of course you will put your critic in the 

back closet and ignore all those voices that say my 

critique group won't like this. Of course you will 

ignore voices in your head that say your friends will 

think this is so stupid, that you shouldn't be doing 

this, that there is nothing you can write about. 

You have all heard these voices. Understand, 

these voices will be there no matter what you do. 

Let's see how you can ignore them. 

The second thing: if you think of something 

really goofy, like "She talks to bees", use it. First 

drafts are to put anything down that comes to mind. 

It's okay. You hear character voices in your head, 

and they don't make sense, use them. If your 

characters take off in new directions and you want 

to control them, don't even try. If they will want to 

play, let them. 

The third thing: time yourself. Set an hour a 

day to write. Write down your start time. You only 

have to sit with a pencil or paper, or typewriter or 

computer for that hour only. And write down 

whatever comes to mind. Use cafes and use other 

people's conversations to start. Or have your 

characters in your stories talk like people in a cafe. 

Or have them playing cards like people in the cafe. 

The thing is to use everything. Want to stop? Wait 

for that hour to come up, then put down your pencil. 

When you write first drafts, anything goes. Honor 

the process. This is called creative writing for a 

reason, be goofy, be terrible, and while you do it, 

you may think this is the worst thing you ever 

wrote. So?  

 

 

Four Things About 

Writing 

 

By Susanna 

Solomon 
 

Susanna Solomon is author of Sheriffs’ Calls From the 

Point Reyes Light, a short story collection, coming out 

this year from Harper Davis Publishers. 

The 2013 Vintage Voices Anthology 

Submissions Deadline has been extended 

to March 3, 2013!  
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

1. Each Redwood Writer member may 

submit one poem and one prose piece. All 

submissions are FREE. 

2. Prose pieces may take the form of flash 

fiction, short stories, memoirs, essays, 

interviews, and journalism.  

3. Please limit poems to about 50 lines. 

Prose should be a maximum of 2,000 words 

regardless of format. 

4. Please submit all pieces by email. Paste 

your writing into the body of the email. Do not 

send attachments.  

5. If you make separate submissions for 

poetry and prose, please send each submission 

in a separate email.  

6. Include a 50-word biography with your 

submission.  

7. Proofread your work before submitting 

it. Typos, misspellings and grammatical 

mistakes may jeopardize your chances for 

selection.  

8. Submissions that do not meet these 

guidelines will be returned.  

 

Please email your submissions to: 

anthology@redwoodwriters.org.  You can also 

use this email box to get more information 

about the anthology and to volunteer to be an 

editor or proofreader.  
 

mailto:anthology@redwoodwriters.org
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DID YOU KNOW? 
By Thonie Hevron 

 

Publish and promote your book using Kindle 

Singles. To find out how, check out the 

newsletter for an article by our very own tech-

Meister, Blake Webster.  

 

Check out the Media Kit on the RW website 

for a template of how to do your own. Even if 

you don't have a website, check it out for: 

About RW, Application and testimonials. Go 

to the top menu bar and click on About then 

Media Kit. Have fun! 

 

The Historical 

Magnifying Glass 
 

By Frank Baumgardner 

The great sociologist George Santyana’s 

dictum, “One reason to study history is so we don’t 

repeat the mistakes of the past,” tells why I’m a 

historian.  

When I was in the third grade my class studied 

about how, in the early 1840s, American settlers 

began forming wagon trains to settle Oregon and 

California. No one, including my teacher, could 

explain to me why they pulled up stakes to do 

something so dangerous. When I was in high school 

myself, American History was about rote 

memorization of dates of battles, slavery and the 

causes of the Civil War, important laws, and 

presidents....ugh, boring! Yet, despite my rising 

angst over not earning a decent living, the courses I 

audited deeply fascinated me. The more I learned 

about America’s past, the more my subconscious 

began to incorporate leaders and writers into my 

head. 

I landed my first teaching gig: physical science, 

Grade 10, Bakersfield High. The job seemed like 

pulling teeth. After a couple of years I chucked the 

job to return to graduate school at San Jose State in 

U.S. History. Looking back at my decision to leave 

a perfectly good teaching job to restart my 

collegiate studies seems like a foolhardy thing to 

do. One of my last courses was Historiography. I 

learned to back up each half-sheet note from any 

source with a 3” by 5” index card. This makes your 

mind recall the facts. While my wife and I created a 

second wonderful baby, I was accepted to UC Santa 

Barbara as a history (US) grad student. For a time, I 

was exhilarated, but my struggles had only just 

begun. What I really hoped for was the chance to do 

research: to rescue forgotten folks from obscurity.  

At last retired having taught very little history, I 

drove up to Ukiah to check out the Held-Poage 

Library planning to study the Round Valley Indian 

Reservation. My first two books on California’s 

“Indian Wars,” Ft. Bragg, and Mendocino, Killing  
 

for Land in Early California (2005) and Yanks in 

the Redwoods (2010), took fifteen years to research, 

write (construct), and publish. Besides library work 

in Ukiah. I drove to Sacramento many times to the 

California State Library’s History Room and the 

State Archives. Berkeley’s Bancroft Library 

completed a research triangle. For “Yanks....” it was 

mostly Ft. Bragg’s Noyo Hill House and 

Mendocino’s Kelly House Museum to find diaries, 

ship records, photos of settlers and lumber mills. 

The good news is that doing research gets 

easier. I love working more since I don’t have to 

punch a time-clock, meet a deadline, or please a 

boss. I do it whenever I want. 

My next book will be about the discovery of 

San Francisco Bay and the Golden Gate by Portola 

and de Anza and the life and times of Jasper 

O’Farrell who plotted the first map of San Francisco 

in 1847. Bancroft, the CA History Museum in SF, 

and Huntington Library for this. 

Besides writing I enjoy reading novellas on 

Kindle like Broken Voices, a ghost story by 

Andrew Taylor. 
 

Frank Baumgardner if the author of Killing for Land in 

Early California and Yanks in the Redwoods, two studies on 

Mendocino County's early days. His current work in 

progress is about discovering San Francisco and Jasper 

O'Farrell's life and times. Besides writing, Frank enjoys 

reading novellas on Kindle, such as Broken Voices, a ghost 

story by Andrew Taylor. 
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Lenore Hirsch, president of 

Napa Valley Writers & 

Robert Garfinkle, president 

of the California Writers 

Club. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO NAPA VALLEY writers! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Napa Valley Writers, a new branch of the California Writers Club, started meeting in May of 2012 

and grew to be a group of 42 founding members. They meet on the second Wednesday evening of each 

month in Napa. They are proud to have about a third of their group overlapping from Redwood Writers. 

Napa Valley branch has also heard from some of their local celebrated authors and poets. For meeting 

information, follow them at www.napavalleywriters.net. Napa Valley Writers welcome all Redwood Writers 

friends to any of their meetings! 

Linda Loveland Reid served as Napa Valley Writers’ speaker for first official meeting since receiving 

their Certificate of membership in the California Writers Club. She said she had a great time. The scuttlebutt 

is that Napa Valley Writers served champagne to celebrate.  

  

 

 

                                         

                                  

Linda Loveland Reid with 

VP Karen Stern on her 

left and President Lenore 

Hirsch on her right.   

RWC CLUB BUSINESS 
 

First, starting January 1
st
, membership dues for new members will be reduced to $42.50, instead of 

$65 – Only from Jan. 1st to June 30
th

, 2013. Tell all your friends now is the time to join! Then renewal 

is only $45.00 for the entire year – July 1
st
 2013 to June 30, 2014. If you would like to become a 

member or would like to renew your membership, please do so by following the link at our website:  

http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/join.  

Secondly, in the near future, a nominating committee will be formed and members will be asked to 

fill open positions. If you are interested in any of the following positions, or would like more 

information on what each entails, please contact the board or the particular officer:  treasurer, 

membership chair, and board member. Please go to http://redwoodwriters.org/about/policy-procedure to 

view our policy and procedure manuals.  

Finally, when attending events please keep in mind the time limit allotted for readings.  If the 

moderator reminds you that your time is up, you must go back to your seat. This is to ensure that 

everyone has time to read their work during the event. Our own Linda C. McCabe has written a 

wonderful article titled The Dos and Don’ts of Public Speaking, which can be found at 

http://lcmccabe.blogspot.com/2013/02/dos-and-donts-of-public-speaking.html.  

http://www.napavalleywriters.net/
http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/join
http://redwoodwriters.org/about/policy-procedure
http://lcmccabe.blogspot.com/2013/02/dos-and-donts-of-public-speaking.html
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My book Sacajawea of the Shoshone (Goosebottom Books, 2012) was selected for the 
Children's Book Council Hot Off the Press Reading List, and I am one of February's 
featured authors on Girl Scout's: The Studio, http://studio.girlscouts.org/work/cixi-the-
dragon-empress/.-Natasha Yim 

 
Davis Publishing released my book, Happiness Is a Choice, on 
December 26

th
 at eight Sonoma County retail outlets for a three-week 

run, and it sold 43 copies (www.davis-publishing.biz). It’s my book 
about two simple resolutions that really reward, and I’m delighted so 

many people are looking for answers. Davis Publishing is accepting self-help and insightful 
fiction work (approximately 4,500 words) for consideration. Almost everyone has 
knowledge to share to strengthen individuals. - Diane H. Davis. 

 
My book is now available online and at Copperfield's. The Lotus Cross is 
a thriller full of adventure and mystery spanning two thousand years and 
three continents. An ancient manuscript is discovered providing written confirmation of 
the Lotus Cross, a first century artifact. The pouch hidden within it carries traces of the 
blood of the risen Christ. More info is available at TheLotusCross.com.-Ray Anderson 
  
 
 

My young-adult novel, Coyote Winds, has been released. Set on the 
prairie in the 1930s, Coyote Winds portrays the unfenced boyhood of Myles Vincent 
as he hunts rabbits, snares rattlesnakes, and tames a coyote pup. It explores the 
American can-do spirit that drew families to the wind-swept frontier and the 
consequences of that spirit, both good and bad. It asks whether that spirit survives 
today. Please join me at my Launch Party at Copperfield’s, Montgomery Village, 7 
PM, March 8

th
. - Helen Sedwick 

 
 

Barbara Toboni and I were two of four poets invited to read love poems at the 
Robert Lewis Stevenson Museum in St. Helena on February 12. The event was 
organized by Napa's Poet Laureate, Leonore Wilson. - Patsy Ann Taylor 
 

 

 
The poems of Lilith Rogers, Sandy Baker, Jean Wong, 

and Michelle Wing were selected by the Healdsburg Literary Guild for its annual 
Valentine's chapbook and reading event at the Bean Affair on February 10. Our 
poems were among only 20 chosen from 100 submissions for the chapbook and 
reading themed "Let Me Count the Ways." –Sandy Baker 

 

 
An excerpt of my novel, You Are Loved, is a finalist in the "Adult Fiction" 
category of the 2013 San Francisco Writing Competition, sponsored by the 
San Francisco Writers Conference. - Louise J. Belle  
 

http://studio.girlscouts.org/work/cixi-the-dragon-empress/
http://studio.girlscouts.org/work/cixi-the-dragon-empress/
http://www.davis-publishing.biz/
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Master of Ceremonies is Farrell Winter 

 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Light salads, 

sandwiches, and snacks are available. Please support the SoCo 

Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic sign-ups start at 1:30 

p.m. First come, first serve. Open Mic Limited to five minutes 

per person.  

 

Contact:  Abby Bogomolny at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin 

Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our 

website: http://redwoodwriters.org. 

Date:  Saturday, March 18, 2013 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., early sign  

           up at 1:30.   

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,    

           Santa Rosa.  

Writers Forum of Petaluma 
 

Presenter Patricia V. Davis 

Turning a Real Life Event into "Fiction" for Your Writing 
 

Date: March 21, 2013       

Time 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Place: Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 

Price: $15 at the door 

 

Peter Shaffer was visiting the English countryside when he learned of a local teenager who had 

blinded six horses by stabbing them in their eyes. From that one fact came his award-winning play, Equus. 

Equus was complete fiction. The play itself, the characters in it, had nothing whatsoever in common with 

the actual events that took place in that small English town, apart from the criminal act itself.  

But we don't need a true event as dramatic as blinded horses to set our imaginations soaring. A letter 

never received, a love affair that ended too soon, a conversation with a stranger, have all been the true life 

events that became the basis for some fabulous novels. The question is: how do we go from true life event 

to idea for a story to the actual story?  

Patricia V. Davis will discuss how we can get our life events down on paper and flesh them out so that 

they become fascinating stories for our readers. She'll tell you how the true life event of misplacing her 

reading glasses became the basis for the paranormal murder mystery she's currently writing. Bring your 

questions, because there will be a long Q&A period in which she will be happy to answer anything from 

writing your story to getting it published to marketing and promoting it. The only question she will not 

answer is what happens to those reading glasses in her upcoming novel. 

Patricia V. Davis the author of the bestselling Harlot's Sauce: A Memoir of Food, Family, Love, Loss 

and Greece, (Harper Davis 2008) and The Diva Doctrine: 16 Universal Principles Every Woman Needs to 

Know. (Bonneville Books 2011) She also works with is the founder of the Womens Power Strategy 

Conference (http://womenspowerstrategyconference.com/). You can find out much more about Patricia at: 

www.patriciaVdavis.com. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/
http://womenspowerstrategyconference.com/
http://www.patriciavdavis.com/
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Monday, March 14, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

Special event: Come out and meet editors and reporters at Gaia's Garden, 

1899 Mendocino Ave. Santa Rosa. Come hear several of the researchers 

talk about some of the top 25 censored news reports of 2012! Find out 

about the stories behind the stories. This event is sponsored by Sonoma 

State. Please email or call for reservations: info@jeaneslone.com or        

544-2491. 

 

 

 
Tuesday, March 26, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 

 

Five Authors will present their books at both these exciting events! Call or 

email for reservations. See email and telephone number above.  

 

 

The Art of Character Workshop 

 

Date: April 20, 2013 

Time: 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Place: Best Western Wine Country Inn & Suites, 870 Hopper Ave., Santa Rosa 

Cost: $25 for members, $35 for nonmembers 
 

Open to the public.   
 

Need help making your characters come to life? Who better to offer assistance than renowned author David 

Corbett, whose books such as The Devil’s Redhead, Done for a Dime and Blood of Paradise, have kept 

mystery and thriller readers hungry for more? Referencing his critically-acclaimed new book, The Art of 

Character, Corbett will teach a four-hour workshop where he promises to:  

 

 Explore unique and compelling ways to conceive characters from the outset; 

 Deepen character portrayals by exploring the five essential qualities of compelling characterization; 

 Create character biographies that rely on dramatic scenes, not on descriptive information; 

 Explore the character’s role in the story; and 

 Examine the techniques for rendering the character on the page, especially through voice and 

dialogue. 
 

This workshop is sponsored by the Redwood Writers Club. For more information and to register, go to 

www.redwoodwriters.org/the-art-of-character/.  Register now and don’t miss out on a great opportunity to 

strengthen your character(s)! 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/the-art-of-character/
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Women’s National Book Association – San Francisco Chapter presents: 

10
th

 Annual Pitch-O-Rama: Meet Agents, Editors, and Publishers 
 

Date:   Saturday April 13, 2013 

Time:  8:00 am – 12:30 p.m. 

Place:  Swiss Louis Restaurant, Pier 39, San Francisco, California 

Cost:   $60 members*, $70 non-members, Continental Breakfast Included 

 

Here’s chance to pitch your book in an informal, relaxed atmosphere at a San Francisco 

landmark restaurant, a tradition since 1936, in waterfront dining rooms that provide a panoramic view of the 

Bay. Membership price special offer extended to current CWC members. Kate Farrell is co-chairing this 

event!  

 

There will also be a free pre-pitch session from 8:00-9:00 a.m., and a publishers panel luncheon from 12:30-

1:30 p.m. for $35. Must be registered to attend the luncheon. Space is limited. For more information and to 

register, go to   

http://wnba-sfchapter.org/pitch-o-rama-meet-the-agents-editors-and-publishers/  

 

Renew Faith In Yourself 
 

Diane H. Davis invites you and a friend to attend a get-together sponsored by the 

Community Outreach Program of Davis Publishing (www.davis-publishing.biz) on 

Sunday March 24
th

 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. Let’s look at life’s five areas, and build on 

four cornerstones. Based on Diane’s book (of the same name), participants explore 

ways to avoid the road bumps, evil twins and the bad boys, while ushering in 

gratitude, forgiveness, tolerance and faith – and leave with a copy of the book! 

 

Refreshments and materials are included in the nominal team rate of $15 

(individuals $10) – and if you have a third friend, it’s still the team rate. Call Diane 

at (707) 664-8656 to register and receive directions. 

  

 

March is Women in History Month, and Natasha Yim will make several school visits 

at the Laytonville Elementary School, as well as present to educators at the Asian Art 

Museum in San Francisco on March 5 and 6, 2013.  She will use children's 

nonfiction, such as her  biography Cixi, The Dragon Empress, to teach kids history in 

a fun way. On March 24 at the Asian Art Museum, Natasha will do a presentation for 

kids on Cixi, The Dragon Empress. 

 

On March 29, Natasha will be at the SCBWI (Society of Children's Book Writers and 

Illustrators) North Bay meeting at the Petaluma Community Center from 7:00 to 9:00 

pm. to present on writing narrative non-fiction for kids. You’re invited to discover the joys and challenges of 

writing narrative non-fiction for kids. Natasha will discuss selecting your subject, research, writing and 

editing and the importance of finding the “story” behind the facts. With examples from her two non-fiction 

titles: Cixi, The Dragon Empress (Goosebottom Books, 2011) and Sacajawea of the Shoshone (Goosebottom 

Books, 2012) she will discuss tackling controversial facts, keeping track of your resources and research 

notes and most importantly, making history fun for kids in and out of the classroom. Please email Charles 

Markee at ctmarkee@gmail.com for information.  

http://wnba-sfchapter.org/pitch-o-rama-meet-the-agents-editors-and-publishers/
http://www.davis-publishing.biz/
mailto:ctmarkee@gmail.com
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              It’s a Boy Book! 
 

Betsy Graziani Fasbinder's debut novel, Fire & Water is finally a bouncing 

baby book due to arrive on March 1st. It weighs in at a healthy 368 pages. 

We’re sincerely hoping this baby grows legs, but with books that happens 

after the arrival. The gestation has been a long one so, oh boy, is it time for a 

celebration! Please join Betsy in celebrating this new arrival by attending her   

Marin County Launch.  

 

Date:  Saturday, March 2, 2013 

Time: 1:30 p.m.  

Place: Book Passage, 51 Tamal Vista Blvd, Corte Madera, CA 94925,  (415) 927-0960 

 

Along with the launch for Fire & Water, we’ll also be featuring for sale the books of several other 

fabulous, renegade writers including Elizabeth Appell, Linda Joy Myers, Christie Nelson, Judith Newton, 

and Amy Peele. Join Betsy in celebrating the fabulous accomplishments of these word weavers. She will 

also ask a special someone to help her bring some of the story to life by reading a selection or two with her 

ala Readers Theater style. Won’t that be fun! 

If you’d like to read reviews or a short synopsis of Fire & Water, please go to Betsy’s website at 

www.betsygrazianifasbinder.com. You’ll also find some short stories and essays that have been read at 

previous Women’s Writing Salons. If you’d like to find out how to support the successes of indie artists and 

authors, go to Betsy’s blog (Art Finds a Way) at www.artfindsaway.com. The post, “Take an Indie Artist to 

Lunch, Sort Of” will give you lots of tips.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to 

with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, and 

other stores.  

Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the customer anything. Once you are signed up, 

and you shop at one of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers 

will be automatic. These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. The money is waiting for 

us to claim! 

 

 Scroll down on the left column and click on the eScrip on-line mall link 

 Click the "Add" button at the top right, then click the "Next" button 

 Click the orange "Shop Now" button on the left 

 

You don't have to be a registered eScrip user and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order 

from 1,000 name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part. 
 

 

 

 
 

A new creative writing workshop is beginning in March! Louise J. Belle will be facilitating No Limits 

Writing every Monday starting March 4, 2013 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., at the Songbird Community 

Healing Center, 8297 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati. Classes are $25 each, or $75 for 4 sessions. If you 

are feeling stuck and looking for inspiration, forget about "writer's block" and fire up your imagination 

and set yourself free. (707)888-8739, or nolimitswriting@gmail.com. 
 

http://www.betsygrazianifasbinder.com/
http://www.artfindsaway.com/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
tel:%28707%29888-8739
mailto:nolimitswriting@gmail.com
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Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 
 

 

 

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin 

County. After college, she worked for several California law enforcement 

agencies. She retired after 35 years and uses her experience to write thrillers 

based on the rich and textured life of the people behind the badge. Read more at 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com. 

 

 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 

County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 

to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 

appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Also Deborah blogs for animal 

welfare and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. 

 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for    

those looking to form groups. If you would like to find others for a group, or if 

you have one and want to add members, send me your e-mail address and any 

information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with 

similar interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and 

location. People meet in homes or cafes, or sometimes come up with other 

public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some experience with 

critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are 

optionally used. I highly recommend them!    

 

Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 
 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com/
http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

 

This issue is dedicated to RWC member Gail 

Larrick. When I heard she’d passed,  I browsed 

archives of her poetry at her website, Luna Zeffer. 

The first poem I came to was Gateway, written so 

beautifully that it flowed right from the page into 

my heart. Pages and pages of her poetry give me a 

different perspective on life. If you don’t know 

what I’m talking about, or even if you do, spend 

some time reading Gail’s work at her website:  

http://gaillarrick.blogspot.com/.  

Last month, agent Andy Ross talked about 

getting an agent’s attention. He gave pointed 

advice about searching for agents representing 

your genre, writing good query letters, and doing 

whatever it takes to make sure your manuscript is 

in tip-top shape. To find out more about his 

agency and his submission guidelines, go to 

http://www.andyrossagency.com/agency.html. For 

Andy’s blog, point your browser to 

http://andyrossagency.wordpress.com/.  

 With winter moving behind us, and spring 

just down the path, I hope you have many 

wonderful writing adventures ahead of you. 

Andy’s talk applies to all writers, whether you 

decide to get an agent or not.   

 

Susan Littlefield  

The Redwood Writer Editor   

 

 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Jeanne Miller 

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less, and don’t 

forget to include a picture.  

 

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible.  

 

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related. Please include your picture and 

details and a text copy about your class or event.  

 

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 

the next newsletter.  
 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 
 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

 

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Osha, Jeanne, Juanita, and 

Mona for all your hard work on The 

Redwood Writer!  

http://gaillarrick.blogspot.com/
http://www.andyrossagency.com/agency.html
http://andyrossagency.wordpress.com/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com

