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Becky Parker Geist & Jeane Sloane

What Have You Heard about Audiobooks?

Ever considered what it would take to get
your book made into an audiobook? Then this is
the panel for you! With about 11 million people
visually impaired and 1.5 million totally blind in
the U.S., not to mention the huge audience of
audiobook listeners who commute or multi-task,
audiobooks can be tremendously helpful to your
bottom line. The audiobook industry was
estimated at $1.2 billion as of 2011, and is
growing fast. But how do you get started? How
can you use audiobooks to cross-sell your print
book? Who’s listening and are they your
audience? What does it cost? How does it work?
What if you want to narrate it yourself? Is there
someplace locally to do it? These questions and
many more will be answered on this tour of the
audiobook world.

To read more about Becky and Jeane, please
see the flyer at the end of the newsletter. Also,
please visit their websites: Becky Parker Geist
http://proaudiovoices.com/, and Jeane Sloane
http://www.jeaneslone.com/.

Registration at 2:30, meeting starts at 3:00.
$5.00 for members and $8.00 for non-members.
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Library Open Mic
Women (in Honor of National Women's Day)

Date: March 8, 2014
Time: 12:00-2:00 p.m.
Place: Santa Rosa Central Library

211 E St., Santa Rosa

Redwood Writers Library Open Mic Readings are
held every other month at the Santa Rosa Central
Library. Each Open Mic has a theme, but readers are
welcome to share any writing they like. The events
are hosted by Redwood Writers member Tami
Casias.  The first half of the afternoon is reserved for
Redwood Writers members, and the second half is
open to the general public. Open mic is limited to
five minutes per person. Please be courteous by
observing the time limit. Readers and listeners
welcome. Email rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org to
sign up to read.
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Profile: Dana Gioia
By Robert Digitale

Dana Gioia looks around and sees thirsting people.
“I believe that we are locked into a kind of crazy, materialistic ethos in this

country, and people are starved for things of the spirit and the imagination,” said
Gioia, a poet, essayist and former chairman of the National Endowment for the
Arts.

Gioia, whose name is pronounced “JOY-uh,” says culture is supposed to
point us to that which is beyond price. But culture today doesn’t seem strong enough

to withstand the incessant messages that what we need is more stuff. Even so, he holds out hope that poets,
writers and other artists can offer a different vision.

“What poetry should do is awaken us to what is true and beautiful and meaningful in our own lives,” he
said. He believes literature and the other arts play a similar role.

Gioia, who splits his time between Sonoma County and Southern California, will be the keynote
afternoon speaker April 26 at Redwood Writers From Pen to Published Conference at Santa Rosa Junior
College.

A part-time professor at USC, Gioia is known for calling the public to value the arts and for calling
artists and educators to be relevant.

The Sewanee Review, which in February awarded him the Aiken Taylor Award in Modern American
poetry, said perhaps no other poet in recent times has “sparked as much conversation on the role of poetry in
society.” Part of that reputation resulted from Gioia’s 1991 essay in the Atlantic Monthly, Can Poetry
Matter?

As the chairman of the NEA, Gioia helped champion such new initiatives as: Poetry out Loud,
Shakespeare in American Communities, NEA Jazz Masters and Operation Homecoming: Writing the
Wartime Experience.

He said the most important lesson from his seven years with the NEA was “the necessity to bring arts
and arts education into every community, however large or small, in America. Without the arts, no education
is complete. Period. Without the arts, no community really meets the complete needs of its own people.

“The arts are not a luxury. They’re one of life’s necessities.”
Gioia, whose 2012 poetry collection is titled Pity the Beautiful, is nothing if not a believer in beauty. He

sees a strong connection between the beautiful and the true. Moreover, he said, artists “perceive and
participate in the beauty of the universe and reflect it in their work.”

He believes that any writer in any genre has the opportunity to create such art, and that the best works
fascinate because they are elicited from experience rather than “manufactured by rules.”

A working-class boy from Southern California, Gioia graduated from Stanford University, where he
later received his MBA. He worked 15 years as a corporate vice president in marketing before leaving the
business world to write full time.

His best advice to writers is to read. “Your work becomes stronger by nourishing it from what’s been
written before you,” he said. “No writer can do it all on his or her own.”

Robert Digitale is a staff writer for The Press
Democrat. He has conceived and edited three
fictional serials that appeared in the newspaper
using multiple writers. He has published his
first fantasy novel, Horse Stalker, and is
writing the second book in the series, Blaze and
Skyfire.

Editor's Note: this article is the last in a series of four
written by Robert Digitale on speakers at the 2014 From
Pen to Published writing workshop. The Redwood
Writer thanks Robert for his contributions. For early bird
registration for the workshop, please go to
http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-
published/.
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Don't forget about the great flyers
at the end of the newsletter!

Thanks to Major Conference Donor Tom Jordan

Sandy Baker thanks Tom Jordan for his donation to the conference in
the support of presenters, keynote speakers, and scholarships. Jordan
was a major donor to the "Next Step" conference in 2012. An
anonymous donor has also provided funding to help underwrite the
keynote speakers as well.

Alex Grichener
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So, what are your plans for April 26, 2014? Hopefully, you will attend the From Pen to Published
writing conference at the Santa Rosa Junior College. There will be workshops on craft, genre, publishing,
and marketing, with speakers before, after, and in between. I've heard lunch will be catered, snacks will be
plentiful, and that there will be plenty of schmoozing too. What better day could you ask for? Also, don't
forget to enter the poetry and prose contest! Please see guidelines on page 3.

Early bird registration ends on March 15, 2014. This means if you register before March 25, it's $125
for California Writers Club (CWC) members, $155 for nonmembers, and $80 for students. Starting on
March 16, 2014, prices will be $155 for CWC members and $185 for nonmembers. However, student prices
will remain the same. Here's the link for early bird registration: http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-
pen-to-published/. –Susan Littlefield

VICE PRESIDENT MESSAGE
Know Your Genre In the Elevator

By Sandy Baker

One piece of advice we writers always get before pitching to an agent or
editor is to know the genre of the piece we’re pitching. Well, of course we
know what we’ve written, right? We choose from fiction, nonfiction,

children’s or a variety of sub-categories in between. Believe me, it’s NOT that
simple, as I’ve come to learn.

Here are examples of conversations. “I write for children—chapter books—probably middle grade, but
maybe older middle grade bordering on young adult because the language is somewhat mature and there’s a
bit of romance. But I’ve included a lot of scientific information, so maybe it’s nonfiction instead?” Got it?

Or, “I’m writing a novel filled with history, current politics, and exceptionally exciting events that take
the identifiable characters all over the U.S. and Europe. I guess I’m writing a thriller. No, maybe it’s a
nonfiction novel. Well, no, maybe it’s genre fiction. Umm. . . .”

See what I mean? It’s not easy. Memoir is sometimes referred to as narrative nonfiction. But it’s not
autobiography. If the characters are camouflaged, that would make it Roman a Clef. Or if it’s a real person
but fleshed out with imagined scenes and dialog, it might be fictional biography. Or historical fiction or a
biographical novel.

I’m still trying to get a handle on genre fiction, sometimes referred to as commercial fiction, popular, or
category fiction. But typically listed under these terms are western, gothic, romance, historical, mystery,
horror, techno, and maybe psychological. I haven’t even mentioned fantasy or science fiction yet!

Visit this website to see various definitions and perhaps develop a better understanding of what you are
writing. Here are some of the clearest explanations I’ve read:
http://www.writersonlineworkshops.com/resources/definitions-of-fiction-categories-and-genres/

The following scenario is one good reason to know your genre. What would you say to an agent if you
have two minutes to pitch your book? You’ve heard of the ol’ “elevator speech.” It’s akin to speed dating.
Instead, you have an agent all to yourself for the short ride up. You must be articulate, quick, precise,
positive, enthusiastic, and appealing. You need to clinch the sale. But if you devolve into a long-winded
description of your book’s genre, you’re doomed. Time’s up! Nice talking with you. Oops!

Know your genre and pitch your book cleverly in about three or four concise sentences. You cannot
predict when you’ll run into THE agent—on the dance floor, in a coffee shop, at a conference, or in the
elevator.
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The winning plays will be produced at the 6th Street Playhouse during the Redwood Writers Play
Festival, running for two weeks beginning May 15, 2014.

Laura McHale Holland Are You Ready?
David Beckman Isn't It Fabulous?
Joanell Serra Salvador
Mercilee Jenkins Winning
Natasha Yim Playing With Knives
Steven Lubliner All my Big Men

To read about the winning playwrights, see the beautiful flyer at the end of the newsletter!
Also, the following four plays will be given a staged reading during the run of Play Festival, the date to

be determined.

Pamela Jackson Pressed Closer
Jacquelyn Wells Under a Violet Moon
Mercilee Jenkins 50 Love Letters
Eyan Dean Is This A Person?

Don't forget about the great flyers at
the end of the newsletter!

In Remembrance of Lou Miller

The Redwood Writers Club just discovered
that Lou Miller, a member since September
2013, passed away on January 10, 2014.  The
Redwood Writers Club sends our condolences
to his family and friends.

It's Anthology Time Again!
Theme: Water

It's time once again to start working on your
pieces for submission  to the anthology. This year's
editor is Jeanne Miller,  who will team with Ana
Manwaring and Mark Pavlicheck, to represent JAMS
Editorial.  Linda Loveland Reid and Michelle Wing
are also part of the team, which continues to grow.

There is no fee to submit, but you must be a
member of Redwood Writers in order to have your
poem or prose considered for publication.  Your
submission does not have to reflect the theme, so
write away!

For complete guidelines, see the flyer at the end
of the newsletter.

Thank you, Osha Belle
Hayden, for volunteering
as this year's Nomination

Committee Chair!
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT
ABBY BOGOMOLNY

By John J. Lesjack

Abby Lynn Bogomolny loves to write. A
Redwood Writers member since 2009, she emcees
the RW Open Mic at SOCO Coffee, and has written
three collections of poetry. While her first two
collections, Nauseous In Paradise, 1986, and Black
of Moonlit Sea 1991, are out-of-print, the third,
People Who Do Not Exist, 1997, is alive and well.
She is also editor of New to North America, 2007,
an anthology of diverse writings by immigrant
families. Originally from Brooklyn, New York,
Abby lives in the North Bay and teaches English
full time at Santa Rosa Junior College.

Q. When did you first begin writing for
publication?

Abby: “I first started writing poetry and songs
as a teenager. My poetry was first published in the
Erasmus Hall High School literary journal back in
Brooklyn, New York. It was a rush, so I kept on
going.”

Q. How did your success in writing affect your
decision to become a college teacher of various
genres of writing?
Abby: “I became an educator because of my
decision to pursue a creative writing path. After
completing graduate work in Mass Communication
research, I completed a Masters in Creative Writing
from SFSU with a focus on poetry. Afterwards, I
completed a certificate in Post-Secondary Reading.
It became clear that once you’re bitten by the
inspiration bug, it’s only natural to wish to cultivate
practices in others that help them do the same.

Q. Who are some writers you admire and find
yourself quoting or reading again and again, if any?

Abby: “I admire and find myself reading short
stories by Grace Paley, Isaac Babel, Sandra
Cisneros, Toni Cade Bambara and Franz Kafka
again and again; novels by Toni Morrison, Gloria
Naylor and Junot Diaz are pure genius; Neil Simon,
Mark Twain and Henrik Ibsen keep my good
humor; and the poetry of Walt Whitman, Mary
Oliver, Adrienne Rich and Marge Piercy keeps me
sane. I am a thoroughly promiscuous reader, but
generous helpings of James Baldwin’s essays
always free the wit.”

Q. Do you imitate any writer’s habits when
approaching your writing area to begin writing?

Abby: “Many writers I know rave about the
magic of writing at dawn. I am usually up too  late
to view early mornings, so I burn the midnight oil
and write. Once in awhile, I am up early and do
see how wonderful writing before the world begins
to stir can be.”

Q. What advice do you give your college
students that you can share with people in the
Redwood Writer’s Club?

Abby: “Great work is not written; it is
rewritten.”

Q. With your schedule of teaching, serving on
various committees and with all the work you do
for the RWC, how often do you get to work on
your chosen projects?

Abby: “Rarely, but I hope to collect the latest
poems still flapping around my desk into a new
collection soon. I am also working on several
works of prose, some are fiction, and others are
clearly memoir.”

Q. Do you have a pet you wish to mention by
name or behavior?

Abby: “My cat loves to sit on a chair next to
me while I work, clearly helping me. When I’m
not sitting there, she sits in my place, snoozing
away in dream time.”
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KIDLIT CORNER

Common KidLit.
Questions Answered

By Natasha Yim

How do I find an illustrator?
If you are going the traditional publishing route

and your book requires illustrations, you don’t need to
submit illustrations with your text. The editor and art
director will pair you up with an illustrator should
your manuscript be accepted for publication.
Author/illustrators can submit sample illustrations
with your manuscript, but I wouldn’t invest the time
to illustrate the entire manuscript until you find out if
your illustrations are accepted. This also goes for
submitting illustrations that are not your own (if you
know and have an illustrator you’d like to use). Keep
in mind though that the publisher may like the text
and not the illustrations or vice versa so you should
decide going in how invested you are in keeping the
submitted text and illustrations together or accept
whatever publishing offer comes your way.

If you are self-publishing and would like to find
an illustrator for the artwork, here are several avenues
you can use:
 The SCBWI (Society of Children’s Book

Writers and Illustrators) website,
http://www.scbwi.org/illustrator-gallery/. You can
search their gallery and contact illustrators you like
directly.
 Bookstores — make a note of the children’s

books and illustrators you like. Most authors and
illustrators now have their own websites. If the site is
not listed in the illustrator profile, you can Google it.
 Publishers and literary agency websites —

most will list their illustrators and clients. Some, like
my agency Red Fox Literary, have a gallery of their
illustrators’ works and their contact information.

How do I prepare a children’s submission
manuscript?

For longer works such as novels, submit in
standard manuscript format: Name, address, and
contact info in top left corner, word count in top right,
title and your byline one third of the way down,
double space, then begin your manuscript. All text on
manuscripts should be double spaced with one inch
margins on all sides. Times Roman font is the

Natasha Yim is an author, freelance writer, and playwright.
Her picture book, Otto’s Rainy Day (Charlesbridge
Publishing) was a Kids’ Pick of the Lists selection. She has
published articles in Highlights for Children, Appleseeds, and
Faces magazines, and her ten minute plays have been
performed in venues around Northern California, Los
Angeles, and Sydney, Australia. Her picture book biography,
Cixi, The Dragon Empress, was released by Goosebottom
Books (www.goosebottombooks.com) in fall 2011. Natasha’s
upcoming books, Sacajawea of the Shoshone (Goosebottom
Books) is due out in fall 2012, and Goldy Luck and the Three
Pandas (Charlesbridge Publishing) is slated for a January
2014 release.

industry standard but other easy-to-read fonts such as
Ariel, Courier, Georgia, or Palatino can also be used.
Make sure the submission guidelines do not indicate a
specific font preference. Always submit what is
requested by the publishing house. Picture books can
be submitted in standard manuscript format or with an
extra space to indicate where you envision the
illustrations and page turns.

Here’s a useful resource on manuscript
formatting for children’s books:
http://www.scbwi.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/09/From-Keyboard_2014.pdf

Where do I find a publisher?
 Resource books — Writer’s Market

(http://www.writersmarket.com), Children’s
Illustrators and Writer’s Market
(http://www.writersdigestshop.com/2014-childrens-
writers-illustrators-market-group)

Newsletters and Ezines — Children’s Book
Insider (http://writeforkids.org), Children’s Writer
(http://www.childrenswriter.com), Writers Digest
(http://subscriptions.writersdigest.com/Writers-
Digest/Magazine)
 Writer’s Conferences — you can find

children’s writing conferences in your region on the
SCBWI website (http://www.scbwi.org/events-
home/).

Website-
http://resourcesforchildrenswriters.blogspot.com

Do I need an agent?
Many large traditional publishing houses like

Random House, Simon and Schuster, Penguin etc.
have closed their doors to unsolicited submissions.
However, you can still find publishers who accept
unagented submissions such as Charlesbridge
Publishing or Albert Whitman. Access the submission
guidelines through the publishers’ websites and follow
them carefully.
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter.
Each month a poem or two will be selected to be printed
in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space
available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times
New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems
as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin,
Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to
be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita
Martin

POETRY PLACE
Sun, Red 23
―Teresa Henry (Teresa A. Hennessy)

The light that lifts and holds me.
The glow shows a world to me.
Seen, it moves me and I go.
Why would I choose grey instead?

Tulip Magnolia in the Rain
―Nina Tepedino

I walk by it on Brown Street,
a very ancient Burbank tree,
pink and lavender mixed blossoms
numbering in the hundreds,
with those large oval, thick petals.
When it rains,
and it finally does!
the huge mantle of color
struggles to keep its glory,
like a Monet against the sky,
blue or gray
in a magnificent silent and humble way.
It does not flaunt its beauty.  It just is.
I stop to give it a gratuitous bow
for its annual flamboyant free show.

2014 AUTHOR LAUNCH
COMING SOON!

When: July 13, 2014
Where: General Membership Meeting, Flamingo,

Santa Rosa
Time: 2:00 p.m.
MC: Mona Mechling

Sign-ups are now open for Author Launch
2014. In order to get a spot in the author launch,
you are required to sign a contract and return it to
Mona Mechling at monamech@gmail.com.The
contract is at the end of the newsletter.

Only sign up if you know that you can make
this date.

Spaces are limited. Only submit if you can
agree to the guidelines below:

 Book or ebook must be published between
July 1, 2013 and July 30, 2014.
 Must be current member of Redwood

Writers.
 Must have at least six copies of books

available by June 2014 (or ebook available for
download).
 Bring at least 12 copies of book to sell.
 Arrive at launch at 1:45 p.m. (Guests arrive

at 2 p.m.)
 All guests are free. Invite everyone you

know, for your book as well as for others in the
club.
 Authors and other members pay usual

meeting dues.
 Those authors who do not show up, or

back out after the book launch flyer is printed,
will be ineligible for future book launches.
 Must submit a 300 dpi (high-resolution)

photograph of yourself and also of the cover of your
book to PR director Michelle Wing at
wingpoet@gmail.com by June 15, 2014.
 Each author may choose a person (member

or non-member) to introduce them. This person has
two minutes at the podium. Please have your
presenter practice and time his or her introduction.
 Each author has five minutes at the podium

to read from his or her book. Please practice and
time your reading.
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I have been invited to be the inaugural featured writer of a new website dedicated
to women writers called off the margins. You can find my artist's statement,
answers to three questions about writing, and five of my poems, at
http://offthemargins.com/, as well as information about my new book, Body on the
Wall, due for release May 15, 2014. I will be featured on the site until April 15.-
Michlle Wing

I have just published My Leash on Life, Foxy's View of the World from a Foot Off the
Ground. If you wonder what is going on inside your dog's head, this is the book for you.
Foxy discovers the wonders of hotels, the beach, and wildlife. From abandonment to a loving
family to the pain of loss, he offers insight on human foolishness and is always on the lookout
for a tasty morsel. www.myleashonlife.me.-Lenore Hirsch

Great news: my book, Happiness Is a Choice, was re-released by Davis Publishing for a
five week run at seven Sonoma County outlets, selling 51 books. Last year, the three-week
run sold 43. For more info, please visit www.davis-publishing.biz. -Diane H. Davis

My book launch was a huge success. 87 people came to Book Passage in the
pouring rain, and so did West Marin sheriff Doug Pittman. Also, my book is
number four on the Marin County bestseller list for non-fiction (it's a fiction
book). - Susanna Solomon

My debut novel, Elizabeth's Landing, earned First Place in Fiction in the  2013
"Writer's Digest Self-Published e-book Awards."  I'm amazed and deeply honored by
this recognition. Approximately 400 fiction books competed in numerous categories.
Top winners will be announced in our (W.D's.) May/June 2014 issue. The full list of
winners including Honorable Mentions will be posted on writerdigest.com in April."
Find more at Facebook: Katy Pye-Author or my website http://katypye.com, including
where to find the book.-Katy Pye

Jean Wong's work, "Rescuing Mom," will be performed by reader's theater group "Off
The Page," at 7:30 for all performances on March 14 and 21 at Sebastopol Center for the
Arts, Saturday March 15 at Arlene Francis Center, and Saturday March 22 at the Glaser
Center.
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings
Featured Readers

Jing Li and Nathaniel Robert Winters

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Please support the
SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to five
minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please practice
reading your piece prior to coming to the open mic.

This event is organized by Redwood Writer members Abby
Bogomolny and Robin Moore.

Early sign up at 1:30. First   come, first served.
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at

rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website:
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/.

Date: March 22, 2013
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,
Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,

Santa Rosa.

Monday, March 10, 2014, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa

Come and join us as five authors read from their books! Drop
in or reserve space by calling (707) 544-2491 or emailing
info@jeaneslone.com. $4.00 minimum purchase.

Tuesday, March 25, 2014, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati

Come and join us as five authors read from their books. Drop in
or reserve space by calling  (707)  889-3419 or emailing
monamech@gmail.com.

For poets, aspiring and published, a poetry critique group, newly formed with the help of Marie Judson,
meets the first Sunday morning of each month.  If interested and available, please contact
hennessyta@yahoo.com. –Teresa Hennessey
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Come and join our first 2014 meeting of the North Bay Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators (SCBWI) program series at the Sebastopol Center for the Arts, 282 S. High Street (left side
door), Thursday, March 6, 2014 from 7-9 pm. Successful children’s author Marsha Diane Arnold will
present Writing Wonderful Character-Driven Picture Books. Come learn how characters drive stories,
how to give your character a distinctive voice, and how to find your very own unique great characters.
It’s what editors are looking for. Donation $10 for members, $15 for non-members with pre-registration
on-line. $15 for members, $20 for non-members at the door. Pre-register at:
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=ztqkjicab&oeidk=a07e8uqel9r014ea625 -–Charles
Markee

The Narrator's Tale: All about Point of View is back! Discover the "rules" of narrative voice for one or
multiple points of view in fiction and creative non-fiction in this hands-on workshop. Learn how to avoid
the POV pitfalls. Please email for assignment and information. ana@anamanwaring.com
Sitting Room, Saturday, March 8, 2014 10:00-1:00 reserve by March 1 as space is limited.
Napa Valley College, Saturday, March 15, 2014 10:00-1:00 Please pre-register by March 7: 707-

967-2900

Writers Forum of Petaluma Present  Constance Hale and  Michael Shapiro on March 20, 2014 from
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. $10 at the door The
topic will be "A Sense of Place: Two master travel writers reflect on how to evoke character and setting
in any genre." For more information on Constance Hale, go to www.sinandsyntax.com,. For information
on Michael Shapiro, go to www.michaelshapiro.net.
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these
free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection
 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing
 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts
 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest
 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in

new or existing groups.

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs for animal welfare and
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049.

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com.

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif.
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related.
The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form:
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer/. You can read the complete ad guidelines at
the same link.

Any ads not of interests to writers or writing related will be rejected and your money returned.
Ads are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month
will be saved for the next newsletter.
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Dear Redwood Writers,
If you were not at the last general membership

meeting, you missed Ransom Stephens' talk on
what it takes to get published. With humor, he
presented what he called a "mini-conference" on
character, point of view, tense, and then spoke
about the different kinds of publishing. His
presentation was the perfect prequel to the From
Pen to Published conference on April 26, 2014

Speaking of the conference, do you realize it's
only a little over two months away? In fact, from
today's date of February 22, 2014, the conference
is in 64 days!  Get ready, get set, get your pens
out, and GO! It's a good way to get your writing
juices flowing.

The April newsletter will be jammed packed
with conference tidbits, including photographs of
your conference team. The Redwood Writer wants
to make sure you get all the information you need
before heading off to the conference.

With Ransom's talk last week, and with the
conference approaching, good fuel has been
thrown into the writing fire and creating plenty of
questions.

What are your writing goals?
If you're going to the conference, which

sessions do you plan on taking and how will you
use this information in your writing?

If you don’t plan on going to the conference,
what avenues of information will you travel?

Whether or not you attend the conference, the
Redwood Writers has plenty of information to
keep you on the "write" track.

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin
Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden
Copyeditor: Rosella Rhine
Copyeditor: Mona Mechling

The Redwood Writer
P.O. Box 4687

Santa Rosa, CA 95402
The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of
each month. Anything after this date will be
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions
to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org.

The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month.
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.

Submission Guidelines
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your
news in first person in 75 words or less. All
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please
include a picture.

Article submissions should be around 500 words,
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and
grammar prior to submission.

Announcements for the newsletter must be
writing related. Please note we no longer publish
members’ private fee-based events. We also do
not have the room to publish announcements for
members’ parties. Please include your picture and
details and a text copy about your writing class or
event.

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for
the next newsletter.

Redwood Writers
General Membership Meetings

General membership meetings are held the second
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel.
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the
membership meeting. All members welcome.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California
Writers Club.

Thank you Osha, Juanita, Mona, and Rosella for
all your hard work on The Redwood Writer!



 

                 
 

8:00 – 9:15 a.m. Check-in, Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. Announcements; 8:30 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker John Rothmann: “From Conception to 

Delivery (Not to Mention Labor): Making the Dream Become a Reality” 

   

  

      CRAFT GENRE PUBLISHING    MARKETING 

     

I. 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Make Point of View  Beyond Dragons DBA, EiN, POD, and    A YouTube & 
 Work for You and Time Travel ©: Legal Guide to the Book Trailer How-To 

 Ransom Stephens Ann Wilkes Alphabet Soup of Writing Alexis Fajardo 

  Linda McCabe and Blogging  Peter Swehla 

  Robert Digitale Helen Sedwick Gil Mansergh 

    

10:30-10:50 a.m.  
Break for snacks,  Twenty Minute Break               Open Forum &  Break 

beverages, book sales ------------------------------------------        Meet & Greet                 ----------------------------------------------------------------  

& signing                                                    Romance Panel 

  ~ 

                                                  The Shocking Truth  
II. 10:50 – 11:50 p.m.  The Power of Place About Romance Publishing Pathways: The Whole Package: 

 Amanda McTigue Sharon Hamilton Brooke Warner  How to Present Yourself 

  Carolyn Jewel     to the World 

  Tina Folsom      Julia Park Tracey 

  Marina Adair   

  Elizabeth Barrett 

12:00 – 1:20 p.m.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Lunch: Catharine Bramkamp: Poetry Anthology Launch and Linda Reid with Poetry Contest Winners.   

 

Dana Gioia, Keynote Speaker: “The Joy and the Misery of Being a Poet” 

  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

III. 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. The Secret That Best- Non-Fiction Writing:  See 4-5 p.m. Session  Book Cover Designs  

 Selling Authors Know: Get the Book You           Below   That Sell 

 How to Outline Your Need Using the Stuff     Jon Glick 

 Story You Have  
 Anne Jordan                             Catharine Bramkamp  

     

2:30 – 2:50 p.m.  Twenty Minute Break                              

Break for snacks, 

beverages, book sales --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

& signings 

 

IV. 2:50 – 3:50 p.m. Crafting Double-Duty A Playwriting  How to Write   How to Successfully 

 (& Triple Duty) Dialog Primer  a Winning   Tackle Social Media 
 Tanya Egan Gibson Garret Jon Book Proposal  Nina Amir 

  Groenveld Linda Joy Meyers 

    

V. 4:00-5:00 p.m. GENERAL SESSION FOR ALL ATTENDEES: Your First Page & How 

    to Get It Out of the Slush Pile 

    Amy Cloughley 

    Andy Ross 

     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5:00—5:30 p.m. General Session: Snacks & beverages; Wrap-up w/ final book sales & signings.  • Presentation of awards to Prose 

Contest winners • Helene S. Barnhardt Award  

2014 Redwood Writers Conference 

“From Pen to Published” 
TRACKS AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS Redwood Writers Conference, April 26, 2014   

Bertolini Student Center, Santa Rosa Junior College, Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa CA 

www.redwoodwriters.org 



Deadline: March 15, 2014

Our Theme: Water
The basis of all living organisms, water’s vital role is indisputable. Deeply connected to our humanity, in abundance 
or scarcity, water possesses the power to sustain life, to end life. From the literal to the abstract, water evokes ima-
gery and emotion, movement and flow. We invite you to go to the well. Make a splash. Thirst.

Submissions are not required to reflect the theme.
 

Anthology Team
This year’s editor, Jeanne Miller, will team with Ana Manwaring and Mark Pavlichek, to represent JAM Editorial. The 
support team, including Linda Loveland Reid and Michelle Wing, continues to grow.

Members of Redwood Writers may submit up to two 
pieces in any genre, including short story, memoir, 
essay, flash fiction or poetry. 
Prose: 300-2,000 words.
Poetry: Limit to 50 lines (about 2 pages)

Formerly published writing may be submitted with one 
exception: Work previously published in a Redwood 
Writers Anthology will not be accepted. 

Send your piece as an attachment, preferably a Word 
document. Standard formatting required: margins, 
top and bottom of page—1 inch, sides of page—1.25 
inches; double-spaced; Times New Roman 12 pt. font. 
Please proofread your work before submitting. 

Note: Submissions are “blind,” so do not include your 
name in the body of your piece. Multiple submissions 
must be sent in separate emails. Include a 50-word 
biography. 

2014 Redwood Writers Anthology2014 Redwood Writers Anthology
Call for SubmissionsCall for Submissions

Submission Guidelines

Email your submissions to: anthology@redwoodwriters.org. 
We welcome volunteers who would like to join the team as editors or proofreaders.



David Beckman
Isn’t Fabulous?

Mercilee 
Jenkins
Winning

Laura McHale 
Holland

Are You Ready?

All My 
Big Men
Steven 

Lubliner

Joanell Serra
Salvador

Natasha Yim
Playing with Knives

Winning Plays of 2014

These plays will be produced at 6th Street Playhouse during the Redwood Writers Play 
Festival, running for two weeks beginning May 15.

Also as part of the festival, four plays will be 
given staged readings. These plays and their 
playwrights are:

Eyan Dean — Is This a Person? 
Pamela Jackson — Pressed Closer
Mercilee Jenkins — 50 Love Letters
Jacquelyn Wells — Under a Violet Moon

See reverse of flyer for bios 
of winning playwrights.

Flyer design by Michelle Wing

Redwood writers presents



Meet the Playwrights
David Beckman’s full length plays include Becoming Walt Whitman, pro-
duced in 2010 at 6th Street Playhouse and Under Pegasus, shown in a staged 
reading in 2013. Short plays have appeared at the Beast Festival in New York, 
Tapas Short Play Festival in Rio Nido and Actors’ Theatre of Santa Cruz.

A multifaceted storyteller, Laura McHale Holland has 
published the flash fiction collection, The Ice Cream Vendor’s 
Song, and the award-winning memoir, Reversible Skirt. In all of 
her work, she strives to illuminate truths that are often hidden 
and encourage others to do the same. Intrigued? Get Laura’s 
newsletter at http://lauramchaleholland.com.

Mercilee M.  Jenkins is an award-winning play-
wright and performance artist. Her play, Spirit of Detroit, 
is being produced in Detroit at The Wright Museum of Af-
rican American History this year. Her latest full-length play, 
Ghosts of War, received a staged reading at the Throck-
morton Theatre in Mill Valley in 2012.  

A native New Yorker, Steven Lubliner now lives in 
Petaluma. Years ago, he won a poetry prize at UC Berkeley, 
published a poem and made some beer money acting. He 
once finished second in The New Yorker’s weekly cartoon 
caption contest. An attorney, he handles appeals for indi-
gent criminal defendants.

Joanell Serra, MFT, has published articles, poet-
ry, and short stories, and recently finished a novel. A new 
playwright, she is thrilled to have this opportunity to see her 
work come to life on stage. Raised in New Jersey, Joanell 
has lived in the Bay Area for 25 years.

Natasha Yim’s ten minute plays have been produced in 
venues around Northern California, Los Angeles and, interna-
tionally, in Sydney and Brisbane, Australia, and Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. She is also the author of four children’s books: Ot-
to’s Rainy Day; Cixi, The Dragon Empress; Sacajawea of the 
Shoshone; and Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas.

Linda 
Loveland 
Reid

Judges

Contest 
Chair

Barry Martin

Garret
Jon 
Groenveld

Susan 
Hunt



Author Launch 2014

Guidelines:
• Book or ebook must be published between July 1, 2013-July 30, 2014.
• Must be current member of Redwood Writers.
• Must have at least six copies of books available by June 2014 (or ebook available for download).
• Bring at least 12 copies of book to sell.
• Arrive at launch at 1:45 p.m. on Sunday, July 13, 2014. (Guests arrive at 2 p.m.)
• All guests are free. Invite everyone you know, for your book as well as for others in the club.
• Authors and other members pay usual meeting dues.
• Those authors who do not show up, or back out after the book launch flyer is printed, will be ineligi-

ble for future book launches.
• Must submit a 300 dpi (high-resolution) photograph of yourself and also of the cover of your book to 

PR director Michelle Wing at wingpoet@gmail.com by June 15, 2014.
• Each author may choose a person (member or non-member) to introduce them. This person has 

two minutes at the podium. Please have your presenter practice and time his or her introduction.
• Each author has five minutes at the podium to read from his or her book. Please practice and time 

your reading.

Contract:
Please sign  and print your name here, indicating that you understand and agree to the above rules 
and regulations. Make a copy for yourself, and then turn this form in to Mona Mechling, Author Launch 
coordinator, either in person, or by scanning and then emailing a PDF to her at monamech@gmail.com. 
SPACES ARE LIMITED.

Name:  ___________________________________________________

Email:  ___________________________________________________

Phone:  ___________________________________________________

Sunday, July 13, 2-5 p.m.
Sign-ups begin in February

FLYER DESIGN BY MICHELLE WING



Women’s National Book Association 
San Francisco Chapter 
 

                   11th Annual  

 
 
 

 

Meet the Agents and Editors 
 

Are you ready to pitch your book?  
Take advantage of this rare opportunity for writers of all 

genres, women and men, to pitch one-on-one to the Bay Area’s 
best publishing professionals in an intimate, informal setting— 

at an affordable price! 
 

Saturday, March 29, 2014 
8:00 am – 12:30 pm 

 
Women’s Building, in the Heart of the Mission, 
 3543 18th St. (between Guerrero & Valencia) 

San Francisco 94110 
 

$65 WNBA members, $75 non-members 
 

 
Includes: Continental Breakfast with treats from Tartine Bakery 

FREE Pre-Pitch Session: 8:00 am – 9:00 am 
Two-hour, one-on-one Pitch Session  

Mentoring throughout the Pitch Session 
Panel Discussion: Categorizing Women’s Fiction: Helpful or Hurtful? 

 
Space is limited! For more information and to register: 

www.wnba-sfchapter.org 
 

The Women’s National Book Association – San Francisco Chapter is part of a non-profit 
national organization founded in 1917, that exists to promote literacy, a love of reading, and 
women’s roles in the community of the book. Annual Membership: $45. Senior Citizens: $25.  



THE CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB, SACRAMENTO BRANCH 

2014 SHORT, SHORT STORY WRITING CONTEST 
 

Category: Open 
 

Length: up to 750 words 
 

ELIGIBILITY, ENTRY FEES, AND MANUSCRIPT REQUIREMENTS 
 

OPEN TO ALL WRITERS 
 

Awards and Recognition: 
First Place: $100 

Second Place: $50 
Third Place: $25 

 

Awards will be presented at the June 2014 luncheon of the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch. 
  
Winning stories will be published in the June 2014 newsletter. 
  
Entry Fees: 
$10.00 per entry, payable by check to CWC Sacramento Branch. Writers may submit multiple entries. 
  
Submissions: 
Four copies of each entry submission and a cover sheet must be mailed with payment to Contest 
Chair at the address below. 
  
The cover sheet for each submission must include story title, author’s name, address, phone number, and 
email address. The cover sheet is the only place where the author’s name is to appear.  
  
Manuscripts: 
Name must NOT appear on manuscript. Entries must be original and not published in any format, 
including electronic media. The CWC Sacramento Branch reserves the right to make the final 
determination on issues related to published work. 
  
Entries must be typewritten, double-spaced in 12-point Times Roman font, using standard 1” margin with 
page numbers in upper right hand corner and printed on one side of paper only. 
  
Deadline: 
All submissions must be postmarked by Monday, March 31, 2014. The deadline is absolute; no 
exceptions. 
  
Failure to comply with the rules will result in disqualification. 
  
Send submissions to: 
CWC Sacramento 2014 Writing Contest 
Contest Chair 
P.O. Box 582138 
Elk Grove, CA 95758 
  

If you have questions, please contact Margie Yee Webb at Margie@CatMulan.com 
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