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May 18, 2014 

Joshua Mohr 
 

 
 

Plarachterization: 
Intersection of Plot & Character 

The best plots aren’t controlled by an 

authorial presence. Plot springs from the 

characters themselves. Writer Joshua Mohr calls 

this phenomenon “plarachterization.” Joshua 

believes that although the writer does mastermind 

plots, the more we program ourselves to think of 

it in this new way—that our protagonists are 

sovereign beings with consciousnesses 

independent from our own — the better prepared 

we are to traverse what he calls 

“plarachterization.” 

This seminar will be geared around 

characters’ decision making, the causality 

between plot points, and how to keep a reader 

excitedly flipping pages. We’ll also delve into 

specific tactics for constructing a present action 

and how to fold backstory into it. 

Plarachterization is a strategy that will help any 

aspiring writer.  

Mohr is the author of four novels.  He 

lives in San Francisco and teaches in the MFA 

program at USF. His latest novel is Fight Song. 

For more information, go towww.joshuamohr.net. 

Registration at 2:30, meeting starts at 

3:00. $5.00 for members and $8.00 for non-

members. 
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Library Open Mic 
 

Young At Heart   
 

Date:  May 10, 2014 

Time: 12:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

Place: Santa Rosa Central Library – 

211 E St., Santa Rosa 

 

 The theme of May’s Library Open Mic is 

“Young at Heart,” in honor of Older Americans 

Month, though readers are welcome to share any 

writing they like.  The first hour of the afternoon is 

reserved for Redwood Writers members, and the 

second hour is open to the general public. Open mic 

is limited to five minutes per person. Readers and 

listeners welcome.  

The events are hosted by Redwood Writers 

member Tami Casias. Sign up by e-mailing 

rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org. 

 

http://www.joshuamohr.net/
mailto:rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org
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Nominations are Now Open! 
 

Over the past several months your Nominating Committee, Osha Hayden, Jeanne Jusaitis, Linda 

Reid and Robbi Bryant, have contacted members in an effort to put together a slate of candidates 

for the June 8, 2014 election. 

 

They will present their 2014-2015 Slate to the membership at the May 18th, 2014 general 

membership meeting. The following Redwood Writer Club members are up for election:  

 

PRESIDENT: Robbi Sommers Bryant  

VICE PRESIDENT (3 positions): Sandy Baker, Janice Rowley, David Ramirez 

SECRETARY: Malena Eljumally  

TREASURER: Pam Taeuffer 

 

Nominations are now open until June 1, 2014. All nominations must be in writing. The nominee 

must also write a letter that states he or she will accept the nomination. Please send your 

nominations to the Nominations Chair, Osha Belle Hayden, osha@renaissancecs.com.  

 
 

mailto:osha@renaissancecs.com
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PRESIDENT OR VICE PRESIDENT MESSAGE 
 

Writers Truly Helping Writers 

By Sandy Baker 

 

Ah, the buffet was appetizing, delicious, and filling, the “buffet” 

being our “From Pen to Published” conference held this past weekend. 

With sixteen breakout sessions and twenty-five presenters, the choices 

were diverse, the presenters expert. If only there were a way to enable 

attendees to enroll in all sixteen sessions . . . 

Gratifying to me when I agreed to head the conference again, 

Thonie Hevron jumped in, without being asked, and offered to co-chair. 

What a gift! We worked well together and complemented each other every 

step of the way. Next up was recruiting the team, followed immediately by 

developing a program and scoring speakers. Thonie, Linda McCabe, and I 

were the speaker acquisition team. Fortunately, Linda had been the 

Redwood Writers’ Program Director for more than five years and knew 

speakers and experts all over the North Bay. We aimed for “local” 

presenters to keep their travel and time commitments to a minimum.  

If you did not attend the conference, please go to www.redwoodwriters.org to see the printed 

program. In particular, please see page 4 for our fabulous team of hard-working volunteers who produced 

the conference. Each one did an amazing job!  

Every single Redwood Writer member whom we asked to take a position on the conference team 

said “Yes.” Believe it or not, in addition to writing or volunteering for Redwood Writers, we all have other 

lives and obligations. Team members fit conference tasks into their busy lives; Thonie and I send many 

thanks and much gratitude their way for doing so. 

Conducting a conference every two years is a true example of writers helping writers—our motto. 

Without the team, the conference would not happen. We want all writers to succeed, regardless of their 

genre, skill level, and publishing experience. Our entire team felt that way, and each was willing to give 

generously of his or her time to conduct our best writers’ conference ever, hoping to inspire and motivate all 

writers, new or seasoned. 

Now that the conference is behind us, your elected board is planning other events: Hot Summer 

Nights with Copperfield’s, the Author Launch in July, the annual Anthology launch later in the fall, contests, 

workshops, salons, open mics, and of course, the monthly meetings. There is only one way that these events 

happen—our board and other committee chairs and members make them happen.  

Do you ever feel left out, unappreciated, unnoticed, uninvolved? I hope that's not true, but if you 

would like to be more involved, just let any board member know. We're always ready to include all willing 

and able members.  Redwood Writers thrives on having many participating volunteers, both experienced 

hands and new ones. 

The next time someone on the board asks you to take on a volunteer job, think about saying "Yes!" 

That would be terrific. That’s just what we like to hear. "Yes!" Now, that’s writers helping writers, and in 

the end, it means that you are giving back to the organization that has given to you. 

 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 JO LAUER  

    
 

                   
By Susanna Solomon 

 
Currently Jo Lauer is working on a prequel 

to her cozy mystery, Best Laid Plans. The 

characters come from such different and colorful 

backgrounds that Jo felt compelled to tell each 

character’s story through a series of vignettes from 

childhood up until they are ready to meet in the next 

book.  

Jo’s main goal is to become a good story 

teller with intriguing characters and find plots that 

can showcase them. Her characters make 

themselves known to her in the oddest of ways—

they pop out at her while she’s in the shower, or 

driving along the highway—and simply insist that 

she write their experience. She is but the channel. 

Her biggest anxiety is that the characters 

will stop jumping out at her and she won’t have 

anything to write about. She’s never been good with 

“prompts” or plot-focused writing. 

 

Where she gets her inspiration:   

Jo thinks she channels her ancestral muses 

or something. She doesn’t just sit down and think, 

“I’m going to write a story or a novel.” The  

 

characters just sort of fall out of the ether, and it’s 

up to her to pad their stories with appropriate 

information.  A lot of her information comes from 

her own life experience, or from very well-

disguised and fictionalized stories of the people 

she’s worked with over the years in therapy. 

 

Jo's tips for fellow writers:   

- Be generous in your support and praise of other 

writers’ work. 

- Be kind to yourself - it can be isolating and brutal 

to slug through the hard scenes and distressing 

when you have a disaster befall a character..  

- Take self-care breaks while writing. 

- Keep a sense of humor, regardless of how serious 

your writing may be.  

- Enjoy the process as well as the outcome. 

- Allow serendipity to influence your writing - we 

only think we’re in control.  

 

Wins she has celebrated:   

To her surprise (as an introvert), she has 

really enjoyed doing readings and book-signings. 

The Q&A at Gaia’s in March was fun; the Mystery 

Writers reading at the mortuary back in October 

was an event she’ll not soon forget. She’s looking 

forward to more events, even though they make her 

sweat. 

 

Don't forget about the great flyers at 

the end of the newsletter!  
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Representatives from our club manned the phones and took bids for KRCB TV!  

What fun we had, and we looked fantastic in our new red RW tee shirts! A bundle of 

our books got a high bid of $100! KRCB complimented us on our camaraderie and 

professionalism. Yay for our team and thank you RW volunteers! 
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem 

or two will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen 

based on the space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times 

New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document 

and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 

freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 

of the month to be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

 

Paws 
—Teresa Henry 

 

Alerted 

four paws each, dancing 

on the floor 

near a jig 

trying to hurry bowls of 

tastes, filling and calm.   
 

EXPECTANT 
—Jennie Frost Butler 

 

The Muse in me is expecting again 

The way her sides are swelling 

It’s sure to be a large litter 

So I’ll have it all to go through again 

Every stage from blind and mewling 

To old enough to give away 

Up to me to oversee restless paws 

Skittering across keyboard 

As sharpening final drafts 

I cuff sentences and pages into order 

Huntress I’ll stalk poets marketplace 

And with final licking of stamps 

Send my little ones into the world 

Praying they won’t be returned. 
 

 

Instead 
—Jean Wong 

 

Instead of the cover up, let’s trace the source of a giggle. 

Instead of deodorant, let’s have clean water. 

Instead of fear, let’s jumpstart our hearts. 

Instead of newspapers, let’s read flowers. 

Instead of saran wrap, let’s break through the bubble. 

Instead of politicians, let the sun talk to the moon. 

Instead of anger, let’s wiggle our toes. 

Instead of pharmaceuticals, let’s wake up. 

Instead of men with guns, let’s have elephants on thrones. 

Instead of greed, let’s put our palms together and bow. 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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SWAG 
 

$7      Flash Drives, 4GB (one unit twister) 

$12    Padfolio (9x6”) with RW Pen     

(replaceable wri ting pad, notes flap, 

business card slot) 

 

$2       Pens, ballpoint with black ink 

$18    Polo or T-Shirts 

$2      Tote Bags 

$12    Water Bottle (snap cap with straw- 

like dispenser, large opening for ice 

or to clean)  

$1 Magnets (2.5” round with RW logo) 

 

ANTHOLOGIES 

 
$5 Redwood Writer Anthologies 

(years 2006-2012) 

$12 2013 Redwood Writer Anthology 

$12 2014 Redwood Writer Poetry 

Anthology 
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Murder by Wheelchair is now available on Amazon and in various book stores.  A serial 

killer is loose within the walls of an upscale retirement home. As dead bodies turn up in 

suspicious places, Lily Lawrence, disgruntled resident of Journey’s End, questions the 

coroner’s calls of accidental deaths. As a former P.I. assistant, she is convinced the deaths 

are homicides and sets out to find the person responsible. With the help of her former 

employer, she uncovers the killer and one of the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted. – Rosella Rhine 

 

 

 

Love Comes at Twilight: A Love Story for Seniors is based on my experience of 

playing bridge on the Internet, meeting a man (now 82), beginning a correspondence 

with him, and after two years of courtship, yearning to meet him in person. The novel 

is a sweet love story between aging seniors Carol Bradley and Ellis Thompson, 

counterpointed by a women’s group which, like a Greek chorus, reflects the trials, 

tribulations and triumphs of aging— Kay Mehl Miller with Al Francis 

 

 

 

 

I'm excited to announce I won gold for a feature story I wrote about whale 

migration. My story ran in the Mendo-Lake and Sonoma Family Life Magazines 

last spring. The gold is the highest award offered in each division of the annual 

competition hosted by the International Parenting Media Association that 

represents more than 100 magazines across the United States, Canada and 

overseas. Find more details at Facebook.com/Joelle.Burnette.Author or 

JoelleBurnette.com. – Joelle Burnette 

 

 

Let’s create expressive sentiments for Moms and women in general who are 

involved in the lives of children. This is loads of fun in a group setting. May 4
th

 

from 10am to Noon at the Artful Arrangements class room, 205 Orchard Lane, 

Penngrove. Call Diane at 707-664-8656 to register. www.ArtfulArrangements.org  

– Diane H. Davis 

 

http://facebook.com/Joelle.Burnette.Author
http://joelleburnette.com/
http://www.artfularrangements.org/
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Michelle Wing will be having a Book Launch & Signing for her new collection of 

poetry, Body on the Wall, on May 15 from 4-6 p.m., at Levin & Co. Bookstore at 306 

Center Street, located on the plaza in Healdsburg. – Michelle Wing 

 

 

 

 

 

I just got the word from Oak Tree Press: they will re-publish (originally self-pubbed 

in June 2012) my first suspense novel, By Force or By Fear, in e-book and print 

format. The release date has not yet been set. Look for a new scene or two! – Thonie 

Hevron 
 

 

 

 

Senior Citizen Today  will print the story, "A Heap in the Corner," by 

John J. Lesjack the first week in May.  Redwood Writers Club members 

who heard the story read at a recent Salon, responded with enthusiasm 

and motivated Lesjack to submit that story. Editor Bonnie Allen is 

considering Lesjack's story about a scammed senior citizen, read during 

Open Mic at SoCo's to an appreciative audience for a future publication. 

Good things happen to writers in this club!!! – John J. Lesjack 

 

 
 
 

Why I Write, by Jing Li 
Writing gives me a sense of accomplishment when 

spoken words fail.  

Writing gives me a second chance to look back at 

moments I didn’t quite grasp true meaning of. 

Writing lime-lights on family and people I 

couldn’t, didn’t understand. 

Writing brings me home friends to smile at and 

laugh with. 

Writing soars my spirit. 

I love writing. 
 

Christine Berardo 

Carol Collier 

Richard Conley 

Eva Gretta Cooper 

Caitlin Cunningham 

Nancy Dougherty 

Barbara Hirschfeld 

Kymberlie Ingalls 

 

Jing Li 

Brigit McMurray 

Nancy Roberts 

SD Saxon 

Kristen Seraphin 

Joanell Serra 

Su Shafer 

Maureen Studer 
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers  
 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Please support 

the SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 

five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 

practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   

This event is organized by Redwood Writer members Abby 

Bogomolny and Robin Moore.   

Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 

rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 

redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  

Date:  Saturday, May 24 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,    

           Santa Rosa.  

Monday, May 12 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

REDWOOD POETRY LAUNCH 

Please come and support our poets!  Reservations: Gaia's 

Garden, 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com   

$4.00 minimum purchase.   

 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to 

order with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, 

and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 

are signed up, and you shop at one of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to 

Redwood Writers will be automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. The money is waiting for us to claim! 

You don't have to be a registered eScrip user and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order from 

1,000 name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button on the left side of the page and follow 

the instructions! 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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 It’s not all doom-and-gloom, as the Project increasingly highlights “solutions journalism,” reporting 

that emphasizes people and communities organizing to respond effectively to the challenges of our 

times. 

 Contributors to the book—including Project Censored Director, Mickey Huff; associate director, 

Andy Lee Roth; director emeritus, Peter Phillips; and student researchers—will present sections from 

the book and join in an open discussion on the themes it addresses. 

 Whistleblower Daniel Ellsberg calls Censored 2014, “a clarion call for truth telling.” 

In its review of Censored 2014, Publishers Weekly writes, “This book is evidence of Project 

Censored’s profoundly important work in educating readers on current events and the skills needed to 

be a critical thinker.” 

 For reservations please call Gaia's at 544-2491 or  monamech@gmail.com 

 

 

Join Project Censored faculty and students at Gaia's Garden, 

1899 Mendocino Ave. Santa Rosa, Tues., May 20, 6-8pm for an 

empowering evening of truth-telling, based on Project Censored 

latest book, Censored 2014: Fearless Speech in Fateful Times. 

From Chelsea Manning and the War on Whistleblowers to the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership and a “Culture of Cruelty” along the 

Mexico-US Border, Censored 2014: Fearless Speech in Fateful 

Times reports the News That Didn't Make the News and analyzes 

why. 

Since 1976, Project Censored has celebrated the importance of a 

truly free press for democratic self-government, and held the 

corporate media to account for their failures to provide the public 

with complete, relevant news coverage.  

 In addition to the Project’s annual list of the Top 25 most 

underreported news stories, Censored 2014 features chapters on 

Junk Food News and News Abuse; critical thinking, media 

literacy, and narratives of power; plus case studies of “unhistory” 

in the making, including the financial core of the transnational 

capitalist class, climate change and species extinction, how 

Apple is winning globalization, and the “new” American 

imperialism in Africa. 

 

 

Date: May 20, 2014 

Time: 6-8 p.m. 

Place: Gaia’s Garden 

1899 Mendocino Ave., 

Santa Rosa 

mailto:monamech@gmail.com
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  
 

 Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 

County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 

Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 

in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 

advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 

may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 

you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 

 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 

you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-

mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 

interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 

cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 

experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 

highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 
 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 

$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 

No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. 

The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 

redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 

same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 

are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 

be saved for the next newsletter. 
 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers, 

 It was a year ago when I took the plunge 

and officially joined Redwood Writers. I was new 

to the book world, having just published my first 

novel, but not new to writing. I know many of us 

can say that writing is something that’s in our 

blood. For me, I don’t remember a time when I 

wasn’t fascinated with the art of storytelling, 

whether it be through short stories, poetry, 

journaling, and eventually, the exhilarating 

accomplishment of writing a full-length novel. 

 I had attended my first meeting without 

really planning on signing up. I had just written an 

article on the speaker that day and I wanted to 

attend to see her talk about her craft. I am not 

exaggerating when I say my soul was satiated by 

that first meeting. I walked out of there a brand 

new member. 

 A year later, and here I am writing my 

very first column in the newsletter as the editor. 

When I was approached to take on this volunteer 

job, I didn’t even hesitate to say yes. I took it as a 

positive omen that at the April meeting when I 

was officially introduced as editor, the speaker 

was one of the gals I wrote about in that 

newspaper article one year earlier, when I was just 

a timid Redwood Writer wannabe.  

 I owe a ton of gratitude to Susan Littlefield 

for making this transition as smooth as possible. 

She really did an amazing job the last 23 issues – I 

have huge shoes to fill. I want to thank my editors 

in crime for volunteering their time to make this 

newsletter the best it can be. And I want to thank 

all of you for mostly keeping to the deadlines, and 

for being patient as I learn the ropes.  

  - Crissi Langwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less. All 

pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 

include a picture.  

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 

grammar prior to submission.  

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 

members’ private fee-based events. We also do 

not have the room to publish announcements for 

members’ parties. Please include your picture and 

details and a text copy about your writing class or 

event.  

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 

the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.  

 

 

 

 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Marie Millard  

Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl  

Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  

Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 

Copyeditor:            Rosella Rhine 
 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


 

 



 

 



 

 

 


