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President’s Message: 
Still (A real life story) 
By Linda Loveland Reid 

 
So many thoughts are mingling in my unsettled mind, a layer of anxiety pounded down by 
smiles─by looking on the positive side, by knowing that Harry’s situation is mild. Still. I’m 
aware of tears very close to the surface. Harry is having surgery this morning on his hand, his 

fifth for a condition passed on to him from Scottish ancestors that cause his fingers to close up.  
It is an early hour when we bundle into our car, the rain thrashing down, visibility dangerous. We joke, talk 

about the kids, about the tree we are planning to cut down. We say how lucky we are to have our health, that this is just 
a minor bump. Still. The Kaiser parking garage is full. Circling through several times, the storm throwing down buckets, I 
finally let Harry out to rush to admitting. He is out of my reach, heading toward the oxygen mask, the operating table, 
with me still cruising for a spot.  

Inside the hospital, there are complicated directions about going down halls, turning right and left, taking the 
right color elevator, and finally arriving in a tiny waiting room bulging with people. Harry is not there. The hospital 
volunteer at the desk assures me she will find him. “He must come to this room,” she confides. “The first step,” she 
chirps.  Harry is wandering the halls with my heavy bag, weighted even more so with my computer. Lord. I sit down and 
act like I’m reading the paper. Something about Egypt, my focus shot with visions of Harry getting worn out, lost. “Here 
he is,” the volunteer says brightly, and Harry slips into the chair next to me. I touch him. The tightness in my chest 
relaxes. We chat. They whisk him away. I’ve gotten to see him before they take him. That is so important. It is 10:30 a.m. 
 Harry goes into surgery at 1:43 p.m. It’s a 133-minute procedure, the volunteer tells me. I look up at the clock. 
The doctor will be out to see me at 4:16. Loved ones come and go, doctors in and out. The volunteer keeps her eye on 
each of us. All is well. Still. 

The rain doesn’t let up. “It’s wet out there,” folks say as they enter our space, the place for hopefuls. One 
woman wears two watches—one is her husband’s. Some look at iphones.  I thought you weren’t supposed to use your 
cell phone in hospital settings. There’s a screen on the wall with a new system. Each patient has a number, listed with 
various colors depending upon where they are in the process: pre-op, surgery, post-op, discharge. Harry’s number is 
123483. It’s yellow, but the volunteer tells us it should be blue, for surgery. The weather is messing up the screen, she 
thinks.  
 We wait. Heads move periodically from magazines and iphones up to the screen. “It might not be quite up to 
date,” I say to a concerned mom looking up. Her child is here for an eye procedure. I smile. She smiles. All will be okay. I 
feel slightly light headed.  

I want this to be done. I want my caring, delightful, funny, bright husband back. I want “normal” back. Just lately 
there have been several friends and family dealing with critical medical issues. In this waiting room, outpatient, we are 
all better off than others in other waiting rooms.    

Harry is home. The cast on his right hand does not impede his index finger. He has typed over fifteen plays, three 
novels, an opera, and any number of other interesting, funny and poignant works with the “hunt and peck” system. Life 
is back on track. We are still lucky.  

Who says that our everyday, routine lives don’t produce enough drama to write about?                        1 



Ransom Stephens will speak at the March 13th meeting 
Ransom Stephens, Ph.D., will be the featured speaker at the Redwood Writers 

meeting on Sunday, March 13th from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Registration starts at 2:30 p.m. It 
will be held at the Flamingo Hotel, 2777 Fourth Street, Santa Rosa, 95405 (707-523-4745).  
A small fee of $5 for members and $8 for nonmembers is asked to cover room costs and 
refreshments. For more information see www.redwoodwriters.org . 

The title of his talk is The God Patent and the Future of Publishing.  A particle 
physicist and technologist turned novelist, Dr. Stephens is also a member of Redwood 
Writers. He presents his book The God Patent. The discussion opens with the story and the 
characters but then turns to the unique way this book came to print. Ransom will share 

strategy, tactics, and a few important secrets for how to succeed with your own story. 
The God Patent has been called “a psycho-spiritual thriller,” “a touching story,” the “thinking person’s DaVinci 

Code,” and “a riveting combination of cutting edge science and religious scripture." The San Francisco Chronicle calls it 
“…the first debut novel to emerge from the new paradigm for online publishing.” Initially released as an ebook at 
Scribd.com, print rights were obtained by Numina Press after the book spent 13 weeks in the Scribd top ten. How much 
of this success was due to luck, and how much resulted from carefully executed strategy? Ransom Stephens has been a 
firsthand witness to the development of the worldwide web and its technology, and e-commerce. His predictions for the 
future of publishing have been published in four different languages and cited in thousands of blogs and online 
magazines. By citing how other industries have changed under the challenge of disruptive technology, he describes what 
the future holds for books and publishing. Book signing to follow. 

About Ransom Stephens: 
 Ransom Stephens, Ph.D., writer, physicist, and public speaker, has been involved in three industry upheavals: 

as a particle physicist he saw the established computer industry crumble under Apple and Microsoft; he was one of the 
first 10 people in the USA to use the World Wide Web; and, as a technologist, he led an engineering commando team in 
solving the key problems that enabled the development of 3G and 4G technology. He is now a novelist and sees the 
publishing industry responding to change in much the same way that killed the established players in other industries 
that have faced disruptive technology. Ransom’s first novel is the future of publishing incarnate; The God Patent was a 
huge e-novel success at scribd.com and is now in print from a new-order publishing company, Numina Press 
(www.TheGodPatent.com). 

 

Redwood Writers Odd Month Reading 
THEME FOR THE MONTH:  

Is it Spring Yet? 
SATURDAY, March 26, 2011 2:00 – 4:00 PM 

Sonoma Valley Library 

755 West Napa St., Sonoma 996-5217      

Redwood Writer Jeane Slone will emcee this afternoon of 
literary delights from Sonoma County authors 
Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work in public! 

Sign-up by emailing omr@redwoodwriters.org  

www.redwoodwriters.org 

 

Author Launch 2011 - Now is the time to get your books, bios, and pictures ready for Author Launch 2011. For 

more information or to sign up, send an email  to freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com and I will put you on the list.  
Remember you must have a book published within the last 18 months. No chapbooks will be accepted. This is a 

great opportunity to promote and sell your book. Don't miss out! —Juanita J. Martin, Author Launch Chair 2011        2 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://scribd.com/
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Poetry Workshop on March 12th 
Write new poems with veteran poetry teachers Gwynn O’Gara and Arthur Dawson 

Saturday, March 12, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Flamingo Hotel, Garden Room, 2777 4th St, Santa Rosa, CA. 
 

Gwynn O’Gara is the current Sonoma County Poet Laureate, 2009-2011. Gwynn is a Sebastopol poet known for her 
collaboration of natural imagery and the exploration of interpersonal relationships through poetry. She is the author of 
Snake Woman Poems, Fixer Upper and Winter at Green Haven. Gwynn O’Gara has worked with adults students through 
the Writing Sampler, sponsored by the Sebastopol Center for the Arts. She currently teaches creative writing through 
the Sitting Room and California Poets in the Schools. 
Arthur Dawson’s award-winning poetry and prose have appeared in local, regional and national publications. He is the 
author of two local bestsellers, The Stories Behind Sonoma Valley Place Names and On Foot in Sonoma (both Kulupi 
Press) as well as two poetry collections, Saying this Place Right (Finishing Line Press) and Western Scenes from Chinese 
Characters (D Press). Arthur is also the publisher of Kulupi Press, dedicated to “publications with a sense of place.” 
Recently, he received the “Poet as Community Leader” award from the Sonoma Poetry Collaborative and the City of 
Sonoma. Arthur has been teaching with California Poets in the Schools since 1991. 

Refreshments will be available. This event is chaired by Juanita J. Martin, Sonoma County Library Slam Champion 
and Redwood Writers Historian. 

For information contact Juanita J. Martin at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com or check the RW website:  
http://redwoodwriters.org/series-workshop/workshops/ 

$20 for members and $25 for non-members 
Please confirm your registration with Juanita at her email listed above. 

REGISTER BY MAIL: Send name, title of workshop(s) you will attend and check to: 
Redwood Writers, PO Box 4687, Santa Rosa, 95402 

 

It’s Your Time to SPRING INTO PUBLISHING on April 2nd 
 

Remember Agents Day? Remember when you were worried that your pitch wasn’t quite ready? Remember 
when you thought your manuscript was ready and then somebody thought it wasn’t? Remember when you had a 
manuscript but you didn’t sign up for Agents Day because it wasn’t ready or you weren’t ready or . . . . 

Well, have we got a workshop for you. On Saturday, April 2nd, you have an opportunity to learn more about 
getting yourself and that manuscript ready for publishing. In the morning Marlene Cullen will talk about the different 
kinds of editing that are available, so that you can get that manuscript as polished as possible. Then Persia Woolley will 
share the process her manuscripts have gone through in order to be ready for publication with a traditional publishing 
house. Following Persia will be a panel of Redwood Writers who have self-published, using the services of a variety of 
companies. Book designer, Jo-Anne Rosen, who will lend her expertise and advice, will join the panel. There will be 
plenty of built-in time for questions and answers. 

Remember Charlotte Cook, our pitch doctor at Agents Day? She was a big hit. Charlotte will be returning with 
her teammate, Jon James Miller, screenplay writer and novelist, to show us how to get publishers to sit up and take 
notice of our manuscripts and pitches. There will be an opportunity to have your pitch critiqued and coached by 
Charlotte and Jon.   

So, check out the newsletter or the website for information and sign-ups. We have a limited number of people 
that we can accept, so take the plunge and SPRING INTO PUBLISHING right now (at an unbeatable price)! 

This workshop will offer tools and resources you need in order to get you published— from editing to book 
designing to pitching the big houses. Sign up for this pre-publication workshop day by going to our website, 
http://redwoodwriters.org/series-workshop/workshops/ .  It’ll be Saturday, April 2nd at the Flamingo in Santa Rosa. 
Sign up now. Limited seating. 

 $20 for members $30 for non-members—Jeanne Jusaitis 
              3 
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Member in the Spotlight:  Ken Weaver    
—Interview by Deborah Taylor-French 

Ken Weaver is a rare blend of art and science. His education spans an M.F.A. 
in fiction from the University of Maryland to an M.S. in physics from Cornell 
University. Weaver taught creative writing at Maryland, where he was honored as a 
Distinguished Teaching Assistant, and in a remote Miskito village in Nicaragua, where 
he volunteered with blueEnergy (a non-profit based in San Francisco) to support their 
renewable energy installations.  

Weaver serves as a featured beer columnist and the managing editor of 
Ratebeer.com's The Hop Press. His signature humor and insights on taste can be found in blogs like Excuse me, Sierra 
Nevada, but are those Blueberries in my Pale Ale? Weaver’s first major freelance assignment, a feature for All About 
Beer, came out in early 2011. He’s thrilled to see his work appear as the cover story of the nation’s longest-running beer 
magazine. 

Currently, Weaver is polishing a backlog of short fiction. A sampling of his character-driven pieces reveals 
wickedly clever timing, dead-funny moments, and radical one-of-a-kind personas that take unexpectedly disarming 
actions, suffer with extraordinary talents, or try to outrun their fates. Weaver’s stories are filled with vivid images that 
leave afterglows like ghost stories. Influences from literary magical realism, Calvin and Hobbes-like dark comedy, and 
contemporary short fiction are plentiful in his stories. His fascination with unique, complex characters coupled with an 
intense interest in environmental and social problems drive Weaver’s fiction to an edge, where readers jump off, often 
to find themselves both delighted and a bit baffled that they have surfaced in an exotic forest pool.  

Knowing the odds of getting a short story published is less than one percent at top-tier journals, Weaver keeps 
several pieces out in simultaneous submissions: “Up to 10 places at once.” Recently, his fiction has appeared in elimae, 
failbetter, Monkeybicyle and McSweeney’s Internet Tendency. Last September, Weaver read along with notable San 
Francisco authors at the Why There Are Words Literary Reading Series in Sausalito. 

When speaking about his writing process, he said, “I know what my main tendencies are, and I focus on clarity. I 
work for an emotional heft to my fiction; I want to convey something that matters.” With a knowing raise of an eyebrow 
and a smile, he added, “I fear melodrama, but I want to get my plot shifts to pop. Writers who transfer from physics to 
fiction seem to have to work extra hard against that tendency to be emotionally cold.” 

One of his passions is how writers can improve their craft. He said, “Even if you’re not thinking about audience 
when you write, people gravitate towards what they like. Ask yourself, what would you like to read? Make sure you 
would want to read what you are writing. Being true to that helps keep one from being too didactic, too clever, or too 
boring.” 

Weaver greets and welcomes new members under 35 to Redwood Writers. Treat yourself to a spin on his 
website with links to his fiction and nonfiction www.kmweaver.com . 

 

2011 Vintage Voices: Call for Submissions! 

Submission period: January 1 – March 15, 2011 
Submission Guidelines: 
1. Author must be a member of the Redwood Writers 
2. Two categories: Poetry / Prose (Fiction, Flash Fiction, Memoir, Personal Essay) 
3. POETRY: one page limit, maximum 30 lines includes title, 12 point type face 
4. PROSE: 2000-word maximum, except flash fiction, 500 words, double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman 
5. Limit: one poem and one prose piece per author 
6. Submit, in one file, three separate Word documents for each entry: 

 Titled piece, without author’s identification 
 Contact information: Author’s name, title of submission, email, phone 
 Author’s photo and 50-word biography 

7. Electronic submission only: rwanthology@gmail.com 
Read flyer here: VVCallforSubmissions Questions? Email: rwanthology@gmail.com 

2011 Vintage Voices Editor: Cynthia Helen Beecher 
For information and to order Vintage Voices 2010 as eBook or paperback, check the website: www.redwoodwriters.org             4 
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Redwood Writer Play Contest 
The Winning Playwrights were announced on February 13, 2011 

Nancy Lockard Gallop 

Play: Compassion      
 

  

 

Maureen Mary Studer 
Play: I Can’t Remember 

Laura McHale Holland 

Play: A Better Story 

  

 

 

Natasha Yim  
Play: Offing the Witness 

 

Elaine Maikovska 

Play: Dying Secret 

  

    J.R. Brady 

   Play: Martha 

Winning plays will be produced at the Redwood Writers 
Play Festival on April 29 and 30th. Watch for more details.     5 



 

 

West Winds Centennial Readings  
on March 12th at SoCo Coffee 

Out of 300 entries, 35 writers were chosen to 
be in this year’s West Winds Centennial, the statewide 
California Alpine Club anthology. Edited by Kelly A. 
Harrison, this compilation is what Robert Garfinkle, 

president of the California Writers’ Club, calls the 

“opening written broadcast for the beginning of our second century.” A blend of 
short fiction, nonfiction, memoir, and poetry brought together from our very own 
writers. 

What’s special about this anthology is that we have three writers from Redwood Writers: 
Karen Batchelor, Linda Loveland Reid, Mark Pavlichek,  Jim March (writing as James Seamarsh) and 
Linda McCabe; and four writers from Marin in 
this edition: Susanna Solomon, Shirley Pullan, 
Ruth Schuler and Charlotte Wyckoff Lucey. 

Join us on March 12th at SOCO coffee, 

at 1015 4th Street from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. when 

we have our own reading for this anthology to celebrate these 
writers among us. After readings from the 
anthology we will have open mic. Sign up 
time for open mic starts at 2:30 p.m. Editions 
of West Winds will be available. Join us in 
supporting our anthology, and prepare to be amazed.  
—Susanna Solomon, Montana Rhapsody, a pole dancer, a farmer, a river, a novel 

 

Library Panel Schedule: 
Come to the last of this winter’s FREE panels! 

Style of Writing: 
     2/26/11  Sonoma Library                  2-4 p.m. 

Getting Published: 
              3/7/11    Sebastopol Library            6-8 p.m. 

     3/19/11  Sonoma Library                  2-4 p.m. 

 

At the February 7th Library Panel the featured panelists  
included (L-R): Teresa LeYung Ryan, Pam Pizzimenti,  
Deborah Taylor-French, Arlene Miller and Ann Wilkes.  

 

Panelists at the March 7th Library Panel at the Sebastopol Library will include Patricia V. Davis, Sharon 
Hamilton, Tom Mariani, and Stacey Dennick. The Moderator will be Catherine Bramkamp. Come hear what 
they say about Getting Published.  

 
              6
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Karen Batchelor 

Linda Reid 



Member News 
I am pleased to report the publication of "Trapped Star" in the anthology Beauty Has Her 

Way (Jan 2011 Dark Quest Books) and the sale of "Immunity Project" to the anthology Defending 
the Future IV: No Man's Land, also from Dark Quest Books. "Immunity Project" was pirated a few 
years ago, rendering it a reprint without compensation, which makes this sale especially sweet.  
http://defendingthefuture.com/DTF4-NoMansLand.htm . It's still getting put together. It's military 
sci-fi written by women, with a forward by David Weber. 

My story "Trapped Star" is in Dark Quest's Beauty Has Her Way here: 

http://www.darkquestbooks.com/store/product-info.php?pid92.html . It's also at Amazon . 
I am a member of Broad Universe, an international organization for the promotion of women in the speculative 

fiction genres. I encourage any women writing science fiction or fantasy to give them a try. You'll find many similar 
benefits as in Redwood Writers, but with a focus on speculative fiction writing, conventions and calls for submissions. 
They also feature podcasts with featured members each month.  

I'm in the process of forming a regional chapter as well, which will provide the opportunity to meet other local 
members, carpool to conventions and organize more Rapid Fire Readings locally. Learn more at broaduniverse.org. The 
name of the Regional Broad Universe chapter is Bay Area Broads. No website yet, but fun things to come.  

On March 12th I will be attending FOGcon in San Francisco as a panelist, and moderating the Rapid Fire Reading 
there for Broad Universe. If you're a writer of sci-fi or fantasy and of the fairer sex, why not join BU in time to 
participate? If you have any questions about Broad Universe or finding markets for short works in this genre, drop me an 
email at kawilkes@gmail.com .  —Ann Wilkes        www.annwilkes.com 

 
An Author Event at the Computer History Museum 

On January 27, 2011, I participated in the first lecture at the newly renovated Computer 
History Museum (CHM) in Mountain View, California. The event was hosted by John Hollar, 
President and CEO, CHM. This lecture is part of the American Inventor series planned for 2011, 
along the theme of ‘Revolutionaries’ in computing.The story of John Vincent Atanasoff   
(1903—1995) also was presented.  

Pulitzer-prize winning author Jane Smiley was on hand and participated in a discussion 
with Hollar regarding eight key characters involved with the emergence of the early digital 

electronic computer. In getting the book started Smiley adopted the writing mantra, “The best way to write a book is to 
write.” 

Smiley, in playing to the engineering audience of tinkerers, suggested “there is a lot of engineering in novel 
writing.” The manuscript is edited and reworked and then edited again in order to get a clear and error-free book 
produced.  

During Atanasoff’s days at Iowa State University, he would dispatch “his students to work on things.” Problems 
sought could be problems solved. In writing, we should adopt the same mindset that Atanasoff articulated in 1980 and 
apply it to our chosen writing genre: “What each man accomplishes depends on his brains and energy, but also on the 
surrounds in which he works…he builds and extends a little with his friends and on the shoulders of others.”   

—Submitted by R.K. Koslowsky. Look for his newsletter, A World Perspective, with an article on this talk in the 
near future. http://worldperspective.bravehost.com/  

            
*** 

Rob Koslowsky’s contributions to the Encyclopedia of American Environmental History were 
published in December 2010. He thoroughly enjoyed working with editor Kathleen Brosnan on the 4-
volume encyclopedia set and the publisher, Facts on File. Rob is pleased to have been a part of this 
definitive reference work in the field of environmental history. The encyclopedia features some 800 
entries to retell traditional historical narratives from an environmental perspective while injecting 
what are typically perceived as "environmental" issues into this broader narrative. When you get a 
chance, be sure to check it out: 
http://www.buy.com/prod/encyclopedia-of-american-enviromental-history/q/loc/106/207536127.html   7 
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On Saturday, March 5th, Laura McHale Holland is throwing a book launch party for her 
memoir, Reversible Skirt, at North Light Books & Café. 

What was it like to be raised by a stepmother who could easily have been the twin of 
Dwight Thompson, the vile stepfather portrayed by Robert De Niro in the film This Boy's Life? And 
what did the three orphaned sisters in her care discover that enabled them to become well-
adjusted adults, despite the abuse? Come to the launch of Laura McHale Holland’s 
memoir, Reversible Skirt, and you'll find out. It's happening March 5 at North Light Books & Cafe 
starting at 2 p.m. As is customary, Laura will read from Reversible Skirt. Also appearing will be 
performance poet Claire Blotter, storyteller Ruth Stotter and Redwood Writers' very own Kate 
Farrell. North Light is at 550 E. Cotati Ave. in Cotati. It promises to be an amazing afternoon.—
Laura McHale Holland 

 
 
What fun it is to write a little piece, under 500 words, and have it appear in print in Susan Bono’s wonderful 
online journal, Tiny Lights. I felt pleased and honored when my 125- word nugget, “Mystery Man,” my flash in 
the pan, got published. I can now join many of you and the thirteen authors who were part of the Twenty-
third Flash, in celebrating that little bit of glitter.—Jeanne Jusaitis 

 
I thought you would be interested in the Future of Publishing article series that I wrote for IndieReader. Here are the 
links: 
Part 1: “Better than anyone but not as good as everyone” focuses on book development and 
acquisition. http://indiereader.com/2011/02/the-future-of-publishing-part-1-of-3/  
Part 2: “Modernization puts an end to the vanity press and rescues booksellers,” which is about the 
evolving state of self-publishing, title-positioning and business practices. 
http://indiereader.com/2011/02/the-future-of-publishing-part-2-of-3-2/  
And, just released Part 3: “The next big move in publishing will be geographical” presents the 
inimitable strengths of the legacy publishing industry and what that might mean given that more 
books will be published in Silicon Valley in the next 12 months than have been published in New York City in the last 12 
years. http://indiereader.com/2011/01/the-future-of-publishing-part-3-of-3/    
 
—Ransom W. Stephens, Ph.D. Author of The God Patent (Numina Press) www.TheGodPatent.com  
"...the first debut novel to emerge from the new paradigm of online publishing...sings of the heart and the scientific 
method as two parts of the same song." —SF Chronicle 
 

I would like to thank February's food committee for serving up such a delicious feast for our members. Barbara 
Moehring, Barbara Toboni, Linda Reid, and others who generously filled a need for our group are an example of what 
volunteers do for all of us. Thank you one and all. —Sincerely, Patsy Taylor 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 1/21/11  
Hammett archives cough up a thriller 
By Kevin Fagan; Chronicle Staff Writer 
Adapted by Thonie Hevron  

Fans of the hardboiled detective novel are giddy with the news that a national mystery magazine is about to 
publish a long-lost story by father of the genre-Dashiel Hammett—fifty years after his death.  

“So I Shot Him,” is one of the San Francisco writer’s dozen or so works that were never printed anywhere. Word 
is that this 12-page thriller is high-quality and complete. This piece wasn’t titled, so the opening words “So I shot him,” 
were selected as the title. 

Strand Magazine Managing Editor Andrew Gulli found the piece while examining Hammett’s papers at the 
University of Texas at Austin. The story will be featured in Strand’s February 28th issue.  
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Poetry Place 
Figs         Full Moon’s Place 
—ML Archibald, ©2003                   —John O’Reilly 

 
Picking figs this clear, cool autumn morning,    She sets a cocktail table of shadows, 
I admire the delicate green flesh of a young Kadota—   white napkins, no utensils. She tells us instead 

The pink blossom end shocking as a baboon’s bottom   to eat with our fingers in the dark. 

And more easily bruised. 

I squeeze each one gently (a strangely intimate gesture,   Tidbit food is served at Full Moon’s, 

But one that needs doing—I hope they will forgive),   and no guest can say for sure how it tastes 

In order to divide the ripe from the near-ripe.    In the shadowy mouth of another. 

 

I am one of the near-ripe, it would seem,    Only the clink of blackened glass 

Gathering my many dilettantish abilities     holding dark ice in invisible liquors, 

Into the basket of age       only her riverine journey among the tables, 

And wondering still: “What should I be when I am grown?” 

My mark upon the world will be minimal, I fear;    only our whispered endearments 

My passing, silent as that of a golden-ripe fig    can be discerned beneath the music 

Dropping to the earth.       that is itself invisible, like all music. 

 

 

(First published in firstwriter.com 2006) 

 

Asylum 
—Mark Pavlichek 
 
My breath churns upon the glass 
As to the street I see 
 Through the cracks 
 The prismed past 
 The mind-swept images. 
 
So I look to see 
And seeing know 
What I can never say. 
That I know to be, 
And knowing see— 
The glass looks the other way. 
 

 
Editor’s Note: Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month, a poem or two will be 

selected to be printed in the newsletter.  Poems will be chosen based on the space available. Send one poem 
per person. Use a 12 point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. 
Send poems as a Word document and email to: 

Juanita J. Martin,Acquisitions Editor,  freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com ** Note:  Poems need to be sent by 

the 10
th

 of the month to be included in the following month’s edition                        9      
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Robin’s Round-Up   
One of the wonderful things about Redwood Writers is the number of people who volunteer for this 

branch of the California Writers Club. You are invaluable. Just look at the number of people on the list of 
branch officers and committee chairs: http://redwoodwriters.org/contact/officers/ . However that is 
only the tip of the iceberg of our many volunteers. There are far too many of them to list on one page. 
The list of volunteers changes and expands to meet the needs of RW. The vibrancy of this club is a result 

of our many volunteers and their energy. Thank you! 
Our current editorial staff includes Arlene Miller and Farrell Winter as Copy Editors. Juanita J. Martin volunteers 

much of her time as Acquisitions Editor and our Poetry Page Editor, along with many other jobs for Redwood Writers. 
Now and then, when I have a technical question on how to put the newsletter together, I ask Rob Koslowsky for advice. 
He was the long-time editor of The Redwood Writer. The help of those four people means so much to me!  

Now we’re working on new  or returning ideas. A while back Juanita suggested we find a technology writer to 
help us out with a column. Mark Adair has agreed to write about technology that applies to writers. We also are looking 
for one or two people to report on our monthly meetings. They would write up the “Tips for Writers” summing up the 
highlights of what our guest speakers have to say. This would not need to be a monthly column; every other month may 
be enough. This could be a job shared by two or more people, to lighten the load.  

Please email if you’re interested: editor@redwoodwriters.org .  Or email if you have questions pertaining to 
technology that we can pass on to Mark Adair. 

Until the next round-up of ideas, keep writing. — Robin Moore, Editor of The Redwood Writer 

Book Review:  Review submitted by Farrell Winter © 2011 
Unmaking War, Remaking Men:  How Empathy Can Reshape Our Politics, Our Soldiers and Ourselves.   
By Kathleen Barry       

Unmaking War, Remaking Men is a scholarly study, hopeful and inspiring.  Beginning with a real-life example of 
empathy, Kathleen Barry suggests that empathy proceeds “not only from personal ethics … but first and foremost from 
that consciousness that we all share because we are human.”  Given this empathy, how can war exist, and how unmake 
it?   

Declaring that there cannot be lasting peace “until we know what has to be undone in men,” Barry proceeds to 
discover what in men must be undone. When empathetic young men become soldiers, they go to battlefields to kill and 
be killed, unknowing sacrifices to masculinity.  Barry calls for a new definition of masculinity, one based on empathy not 
on core masculinity.  “*M+isogyny and its contempt for all that is female is a foundation of male aggression that forms 
into what I call core masculinity.  It is core because it precedes all other ways of being a man and because it traverses all 
classes, cultures, states, ethnicities, and races.”  These other ways of being a man are not inherent, though often they 
are inherited.  Core masculinity is the ultimate gender role stereotype for men, the very essence of masculinity.   

From here it is a natural progression to link soldiers in the killing fields with domestic violence.  The empathy 
that the military destroys in soldiers is the empathy destroyed in an abusive household:  the war brought home.  The 
abusers’ blameless, terrorized families become additional, civilian, victims of core masculinity.  This issue of male 
violence, whether in occupied homes or occupied lands, is of supreme importance.  For those as yet unconvinced Barry 
presents appalling statistics, such as that the top three causes of death of Costa Rican women are heart disease, cancer, 
and murder.  Costa Rica, she reminds us, is a nation without a military.  Core masculinity transcends cultures and 
borders worldwide.   

Barry set out to demonstrate that we can unmake war if men abandon core masculinity, and I believe she has 
largely accomplished her goal.  Some men however, to their detriment and ours, are incapable of this.  Nevertheless, 
each man can attempt to resist and overcome his own personal demons, and influence his brothers to do the same.  As 
Barry puts it, we have a responsibility to maintain our human interconnection.  “Bringing the present moment into our 
interactions with each other, discovering that our life force is full with possibility and that it is up to us to create from it, 
we find our own ways of breaking out of and refusing to [comply] with a state committed to ongoing war, aggression 
and occupation; and turn our energies toward making peace a reality....”  Thank you, Dr. Barry, for this impassioned and 
compassionate book.  May it inspire us to create from our life force and to make peace a reality, in our world and in our 
time.                10 
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Announcements 
Proposed Creative Writing program at SRJC 
 
Hello Redwood Writers, 
 
We have proposed a 19-unit Certificate of Achievement in Creative Writing at Santa Rosa Junior College; however, in 
these slim budgetary times, more evidence is needed to support it as a practical certificate. While we have data that 
maps the general need for writers from EDD.gov http://edd.gov/  getting data to show that employers will actually hire 
those who complete our program is another story. 
I thought this would be of interest to our membership. If you own or work for a Sonoma, Marin or Napa county 
organization or business, you may be able to help us. If you would more likely hire an employee with creative writing 
training to work for your firm, I would like to receive a short letter or email from you. Let us know why training in 
creative writing is important to your business or organization.  
Before you do though, a little background: all students who complete an AA degree now need to complete English 1A, 
but this course trains students to write academically, not imaginatively. Completion of 1A is now the course required for 
graduation or transfer to CSU. Focused practice in imaginative, creative writing or promotional writing currently takes 
place in English 4A, 4B and 4C which form the core of the CW Certificate. Other requirements for the Certificate include 
completing two literature classes and English 1A.  
With this Certificate, we see our students having more success in Internet-related writing, promotional endeavors, 
hospitality and food services copywriting as well as their own writing and publishing. Our students, by the way, span all 
ages, not only the traditional college-age demographic. 
Again, if your organization or business—large or small—wants or needs prospective employees with greater innovative, 
imaginative writing abilities, please write me a letter explaining why along with your business name and contact 
information. Please send as a Word attachment via email to abogomolny@santarosa.edu . Letters will be used only to 
support our efforts to have the Creative Writing Certificate approved at the JC. Thank you!  
 
    —Abby L. Bogomolny, Redwood Writers, CWC CB Representative & 
    English Instructor, Santa Rosa Junior College,    abogomolny@santarosa.edu 

 
Announcing our first North Bay SCBWI 2011 evening workshop 

(Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators) 
March 21st, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the 

 Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center, 2050 Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa, CA. 
 

Publishing Consultant Pete Masterson will present 
 

“Self-Publishing Children’s Books: the nuts and bolts” 
 
Join us and learn the details of what works and what doesn’t work in self-publishing from the 

consummate local authority with 30 years of experience in the industry. Pete Masterson is the author of Book Design 
and Production: A Guide for Authors and Publishers. This user-friendly guide for non-technical readers contains Pete’s 
experience with every kind of printed product based on his knowledge of computers, design, printing, and publishing. 

Find out how you can use this new technology as self-publishing becomes more legitimate every day, recognized 
by Publisher’s Weekly in their new Quarterly Guide and used by authors as a stepping stone to the traditional publishing 
houses.  

A graduate of the intensive Stanford Publishing Course, Pete is president of the Bay Area Independent Publishing 
Association (BAIPA) and an active member of both the Independent Book Publishers Association (IBPA) and the Small 
Publishers Association of North America (SPAN). 

Fees: SCBWI Members $10, non-members $15 (no pre-registration) Contact: Charles Markee – ctmarkee@gmail.com 
             11 
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 In March, I'm teaching the following: 

 Write a Book, Get an Agent, Get Published, Right? Wrong...So Wrong! 
Did you know that even bestselling authors have to keep their day jobs? Or that many 
agents are not qualified? Did you know that there are authors you've never even heard 
of who are making a great living at selling their work?  

These are only three of the things that will be discussed in this class, which takes 
you from inception of your book idea, all the way to selling it to a publisher and 
marketing it.  
Tues, March 1, Thursday, March 3, Tuesday, March 8, Thursday, March 10 from 7:00 to 

9:00 p.m. at Sir Francis Drake High School, 1327 Sir Francis Drake Bl., San Anselmo, CA. 
 
Here’s another class a number of Redwood Writers have already seen: 

 Descriptive Writing Your Readers Can 'Smell, Taste, Touch, Hear and See' 
"Cerulean blue waters and halcyon days." Blah! Can anyone actually visualize a place through these particular words?  
Your readers want to be able to truly see what place you're describing, but descriptions of background places without 
falling into cliché and/or being mundane is one of the most challenging facets of writing. In this workshop we'll study 
samples of description that overcome the formulaic, and discuss what it is about them that makes them work. Then with 
some simple exercises, we'll practice creating vivid word images of our own. 

Monday, March 28, Wednesday, March 30, Monday April 4 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
at Sir Francis Drake High School, 1327 Sir Francis Drake Bl., San Anselmo. 

To sign up for classes, please go to www.marinlearn.com —Patricia Volonakis Davis 

 
PenGrove Revision Groups with  

Ana Manwaring 
for long fiction and memoir (ongoing)  

New section 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 10-1 pm beginning 
February 15th  

call for info 415-827-1468 
 

Napa Valley College Creative Writing 

in St. Helena 707-967-2900 
Spring sessions: 

Creative Writing Workshop  Thursdays 1-3 pm  starts 

1/27 5-meeting sessions  
Mostly Memoir Workshop    5 Mondays 3-5 pm starts 

3/7 $80       2 sections 
 

Through Redwood Writers - Join Critique 
Club: critiqueclub@redwoodwriters.org 

Ana Manwaring  www.anamanwaring.com 
Read my column in the Petaluma Post: 

www.petalumapost.com 
Blogs: http://saintsandskeletons.blogspot.com 

http://anamanwaring.wordpress.com 

 
Walk in Beauty   Saturday, March 19, 1-3pm 

Come enjoy the Spa at Fairmont Mission Inn and participate in a journey to beauty from 1-3 p.m. with Osha Belle 
Hayden.  In this class, you’ll learn proven ways to shift into connection with the beauty within you and around you.  In 
our quest for true beauty, we will journey through the 4 Realms of human experience:  Sensory, Psychological, Mythic 
and Unitive.  

Enjoy creative camaraderie and refresh your body, mind and spirit. The experience will engage all your 
senses and enhance your imagination. Exercises will include writing, guided imagery, and easy movement. It 
will inspire your writing! 

Osha Belle Hayden, M.A., is a Trainer with over 25 years experience empowering human potential through 
psychotherapy, health education, coaching, and mediation.    

Enjoy the warm mineral waters and the European Bathing Ritual before, after, or both.  
 

$45 per person, includes workshop and spa access. To register or complement the workshop with one of our signature 
treatments, please contact Spa Reservations at 877-289-7354. All levels are welcome.  
Check out the Spa: www.fairmont.com/sonoma/GuestServices/spa.com                                 12 
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Writers Forum proudly presents Gordon Warnock, Literary Agent 
Thursday, March 17, 2011    7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Petaluma Community Center, 320 N. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma -- $15 at the door 
Writing Trends: What They Are and How to Find Them. 

GORDON WARNOCK, Senior Agent, combines industry knowledge with a sharp editorial eye and experience as a 
college-level tutor to provide friendly and respectful aid with polishing manuscripts and book proposals. He frequently 
participates in conferences and workshops and speaks throughout the community. He is an honors graduate with a B.A. 
in Creative and Professional Writing. 

With a zest for fresh, new writing and a deep love of the classics, Gordon always has his eye out for works which 
will not only thrive in the current market but will also withstand the test of time, bringing joy to readers for years to 
come. In that spirit, he seeks to establish involved, long term working relationships with talented and dedicated authors 
of many genres. 

If you'd like more information regarding what Gordon represents, please go to: 
http://www.andreahurst.com/literary-management/about/gordon-warnock.   

For more information: www.thewritespot.us 
NOTE:  This is a change from a previous Writers Forum announcement. Verna Dreisbach is not the March 17 

presenter.—Submitted by Marlene Cullen 

Search is on for California Senior Poet Laureate 
Entries are now being accepted for regional winners in the 19th annual National Senior Poets Laureate Poetry 

Competition for American poets age 50 and older.  Deadline is June 30. Wanda Sue Parrott of Central Coast Writers 
branch of CWC is contest administrator. 

Winning poems of state senior poets laureate will be named in July, following which they will advance to final 
rounds of competition from which the winner of the 2011 National Senior Poet Laureate ($500) and runner up ($100) 
awards will be announced Sept. 1.     

The 2010 California Senior Poet Laureate Award was won by CWC member Ray Malus, editor of The Valley 
Scribe,  of Woodland Hills; His poem “Feast” competed for the national title. Honor Scroll winners from California were 
John Gentry of Ventura and William H. Wallace, Jr., CWC member from Alta Loma. Winner of the 2010 National Senior 
Laureate Award was Regina Murray Brault of Burlington, Vt. The 2010 winners can be seen in Golden Words Anthology, 
along with details about the 2011 Senior Poets Laureate Competition at the sponsor’s website:   
www.amykitchenerfdn.org  Contact:  Wanda Sue Parrott 831-899-5887, P. O. Box 1821, Monterey, CA 93942-1821 
 

The Speakeasy Cafe's Sound of Ink  open-mic poetry show airs every Thursday at 4:00 p.m. 

west coast / 7:00 p.m. east coast time. Hosted by Nyla Alisia and Q, this show offers non-stop poetic entertainment 
where it is all about YOU the POETS. The Speakeasy Cafe is an eclectic, supportive, passionate and inspiring place to 
come share your words, listen to other poets, inspire and be inspired. Poets write because they have something to say. 
Come take the mic and say it! You are always welcome at the Speakeasy Café.   
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/speakeasycafe  
4:00-7:00 p.m. West Coast {Pacific} 
5:00-8:00 p.m. Rockies {Mountain} 
6:00-9:00 p.m. Plains {Central} 
7:00-10:00 p.m. East Coast {Eastern} 
WARNING: When you call-in to voice your poem, use SKYPE. Otherwise the cost is prohibitive.—Don Hagelberg 
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