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President’s Message: Knowing What You Know 
By Linda Loveland Reid 
 

I’ve been tagged for Keynote Speaker at a Leadership Workshop for NorCal CWC in 
May. This surprised me. Not that I’d do the talk, but that I could own such a skill. I think that 
often we disregard or just haven’t noticed that we’ve picked up expertise. Most of us are way 
too busy to stop and think, “Gosh, guess I do know something about this,” or that. 

Learning and finally acquiring knowledge carries responsibility: the admission that 
“you know; therefore, you must do” feels weighty. This first occurred to me when I was 21 and serving as president for a 
community nursery school project. Why was I president, I wondered, when there were so many older and capable 
women involved? At that time, my skill level was probably as a consensus builder and someone who was willing to put in 
the time. 

I guess my history as Associate Executive Director of United Way of the North Bay did school me in many ways, 
certainly in handling volunteers and working in publicity. During that period I hired (and unfortunately fired) many good 
folks. Women would say to me, “I don’t have a skill; I just stayed home and raised four children.” No skill?! My response 
was, “You’re hired!” Having been a mom of three I knew that mom-ship requires top-speed organizing, negotiating, and 
budgeting. 

Certainly, directing theatre for these 28 years has taught me about organization and time management. And 
then there’s the ego thing. A good leader should check out her own needs; what is she gaining from the process? Try to 
know the same about others. Ask questions like, “Why did you join?” 

So what is a leadership skill? I think it comes down to spirit first, but mixed with a bunch of other things. Not too 
scientific but probably true. A leader needs to be organized and enthusiastic about the concepts of the organization. 
With just enthusiasm one could run into mounds of trouble, and with just organization? Well, it’s a bit dry, not fun, and 
new ideas don’t pop out of the gloom. Mainly, a good leader is about people: inspiring people, encouraging people, 
recognizing people, loving people. When leading, try to remember who your favorite teachers were, and why. I’ll bet 
spirit played a part. 

We are all leaders of one type or another. We lead our families, our friends, our groups, and sometimes clubs 
like Redwood Writers. So what is the main thing I can impart in my talk to others who are trying to expand their writer 
branches, trying to recruit volunteers and members, and in some cases trying to hold their clubs together? Like 
Redwood Writers they have been holding monthly meetings, having good speakers for years, and sponsoring contests 
and workshops. So what might be missing? My advice will be to first have fun; a leader must love people and all their 
foibles and eccentric ways. A leader must define and understand the mission and let it guide the activities of the group. 
Goals are a must and Karen Batchelor knew this back in 2005 when she helped Redwood Writers adopt a five-year plan 
to success. Plan and organize the year. I learned with actors that the more clearly they see the show laid out (ample time 
for rehearsals, set designed on time, etc.), the less tension there is. Tension is not our friend; it hampers creativity. It’s 
important to delegate, which is the same as saying, “I trust you.” And, think outside the box (sorry for the cliché). 
Embrace new ideas--it means someone is excited; never say “never.”  Do remember to say thank you-- a lot. And, for 
heaven’s sake, have fun! 

The NorCal Leadership Workshop is May 7, and Redwood Writer members are welcome to attend. Please 
contact me for reservations. Most of your RW Board of Directors will be attending. And that’s a good thing for all of us! 
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May 15th Redwood Writers Meeting 
Guest Speaker: Persia Woolley 

Our own Redwood Writers member, Persia Woolley, will be the guest 
speaker at the Redwood Writers meeting on May 15th at the Flamingo Hotel in Santa 
Rosa.  Sign-in and social time starts at 2:30 p.m. The meeting will take place from 
3:00-5:00 p.m.  The address is 2777 Fourth St. A small fee of $5 for members, $8 for 
nonmembers, is asked to cover speaking fees and light refreshments. For more 
information see www.redwoodwriters.org . 

Persia has been a journalist since 1970 and a novelist since 1985.  She is best 
known for her Guinevere Trilogy which is a historically accurate reconstruction of the 
Round Table as seen through the eyes of King Arthur's wife, Guinevere. 

These books, Child of the Northern Spring, Queen of the Summer Stars and 
Guinevere--the Legend in Autumn, were originally published in 1987, 1990 and 1991 by Poseidon Press, a division 
of Simon and Schuster.  They were each a Book of the Month Club selection, translated into seven languages and 
made into a terrible movie.   

By the mid-'90's Poseidon Press claimed her trilogy was out of print, and she was able to get a 'rights 
reversion' letter on each. 

In 2008 Sourcebooks tracked her down through her membership in RW and offered her a contract for re-
issuing the Trilogy.   

Later she decided to get the rights to her How To Write and Sell Historical Fiction back from Writer's Digest 
Books because she met so many authors who said, “Why, your How To book has been a bible for me since it came 
out in the 1990's.”  With that sort of response she decided to look into making it available in a newer format.    

PROGRAM TITLE/NOTES 
Persia will do a presentation on “How Many Times Can You Publish a Book? or Keep Track of Those 

Rights!” recounting her experiences both in the reselling of her Guinevere Trilogy and in the delights and disasters 
of creating her own CD, MP3 and/or audiobook from a work which was originally published in traditional format.  

“I went looking for someone to record my reading of it.  When I found Blair Hardman of Zone Recording in 
Cotati, I knew I was headed in the right direction.  Blair has a sizable list of credits in this field, and with any luck, 
will be joining us to answer questions about the technical end of such projects. 

“This is a second harvest that never used to be available to us, and not something to be overlooked,” she 
points out.  "Besides, I found it fascinating to take the text of a book and convert it to the spoken word ... it's a 
very different critter calling upon different skills.  There are so many steps one never would have guessed!" 

This last aspect may be of special interest to self-published authors who are considering a further 
expansion of their formats. 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  The Redwood Writers’ meeting will be on the 3rd Sunday of May, the 15th, due to the 
Mothers’ Day holiday on the 8th. Our meetings will return to the 2nd Sunday schedule in June. 

 

Redwood Writers Odd Month Reading 
 POETRY: Intense expression of feelings and ideas! 

Sunday, May 22, 2:30-4:40  
Central Library, 211 E. St., Santa Rosa, 575-1226 

  
Redwood Writer  Jeane Slone will emcee this afternoon of    
literary delights from Sonoma County authors. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work in public! 

Sign-up by emailing omr@redwoodwriters.org  

            http://www.redwoodwriters.org   2 
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Redwood Writers Needs You!  
Do you Excel at spreadsheets? Do income and expense reports Quicken your pulse? Do you 

enjoy working with a small group of dedicated volunteers? Are you interested in the financial health of 
Redwood Writers? Have you been waiting for the perfect opportunity to help your fellow writers as a 
member of the leadership team? 

Carylon Alexander has served two terms as our treasurer and we need to find someone to fill 
her shoes in time for our June election of officers. Carylon has done an excellent job and has managed 

our finances through a period of tremendous growth and activity in our branch. She has some terrific ideas for 
streamlining the treasurer’s responsibilities, and has started the process. She would be happy to mentor her successor. 

We are looking for a member who has some experience with the typical duties of a club treasurer or has worked 
with finances. (No, you don’t have to excel at spreadsheets but they shouldn’t make you want to run and hide.) You do 
not have to be a “bookkeeper” or proficient in accounting software, just organized, detailed, and good with numbers. 
Our treasurer provides quarterly reports to the California Writers Club and attends monthly meetings of the Redwood 
Writers’ board (these are held on the same day as the general membership meeting). The term for this position is one 
year—July 2011 through June 2012. 

If you think you might be the person we’re looking for, or if you just want a little more information about this 
position, please contact:  Carylon Alexander, Treasurer, Redwood Writers at 707-578-8799. 

 

Redwood Writers Historian  We are looking for a Redwood Writers member who would be willing to take 

over this volunteer job.  Some of the duties of the Historian would include: A Redwood Writers member in good 
standing who will collect, document, and organize files, club papers, and pictures, in order to preserve the club's history. 
This is an appointed position by the sitting president. The ideal candidate will have been with the club at least two years,  
have knowledge of club's procedure,s and be familiar with the club's history. You may consult Juanita for more detailed 
information.  Juanita J. Martin, Redwood Writers Historian  email:  freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 

Juanita J. Martin has done an excellent job of serving as the Redwood Writers Historian for the past three years, 
a CWC Representative for one, and as a RW Board Member for four years. She has been fantastic at organizing the club’s 
history files into albums ready for display at our events and meetings. She’s also digitized some of the RW history and 
was the Chair of Redwood Writers’ 35th Anniversary celebration last fall. She’d like to step down from the Historian job 
at the end of June.—submitted by Robin Moore, RW Editor 

 

RW Membership Renewal Time Hello Members! It’s hard to believe another year has almost gone by.  I just 

want to remind you that Redwood Writers’ membership renewals are approaching.  Renewals for Active, Associate, and 
Supporting are $45.00.  Joint Membership is $20.00, Student Membership is $15.00, Emeritus is $15.00, and Patron is 
$25.00.  I'll be sending out Yahoo Group emails to remind you, and I will be including the 2010-2011 Membership 
Roster.  Please look up your name and information in the roster; if the information is all correct, you will only need to fill 
out the Renewal Application with the date and your name, and put "SAME" and send it to me along with your renewal 
fee.  You'll be able to do this on-line, by email, or by snail mail.  A membership renewal form is printed at the end of this 
newsletter. 

The Early Bird Renewal Raffle Prizes if you  renew by June 30, 2011, include: 
1.   A Canon I4500 Photo Printer donated from MacAdvantage in Rohnert Park (Must be present to win the printer.) 
2.   Your Renewal Fee reimbursed by the Redwood Writers Branch (Need not be present to win this or the following:) 
3.   From Arlene Miller, her book The Best Little Grammar Book Ever! Or 10 pages of your writing edited free 
4.   From Charlotte Cook and Jon James Miller, www.adaptingsideways.com, their editing services—(not in-person): 
Charlotte Cook will read and comment on three (3) to five (5) pages of writing for two writers. The limit is 1000 words 
total, properly formatted: 12-point Courier New or New Times Roman, double-spaced, one side of the page, with 
margins at 1.25 all around, and preferably best work, not rough draft. 
Jon James Miller will read and comment on a one-page synopsis for two writers.  
5.  JAM Manuscript Consulting (Jeanne Miller, Ana Manwaring, & Mark Pavlichek) will each edit 10 pages. Get your 
renewals in early and good luck!—Julie A. Winrich, Membership Chair     3  
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Member in the Spotlight:  Mona Mechling 
—Interview by John P. Abbott 
  Q. Mona, you once described yourself as a “dark Erma Bombeck.” Can you explain? 
Many of the stories I’ve written are about my life in the ‘burbs, and even though they might 
appear happy-go-lucky on the surface they don’t necessarily have happy endings. For instance, I 
have a collection of stories I wrote called The Fridge Magnet Chronicles that deal with some 
traumatic family issues but there’s a lot of humor in them. Erma Bombeck’s stories were funny 
and straight-laced, and mine are similar with a twist. 

Q. You’ve been writing poetry and prose since before you were a teenager. What got 
you started writing that young? 
I started when I was 13. I was a bookworm type of kid at a young age. One of my best friends in 
high school had a mother who was an artist, a writer and a musician. I hung out with them a lot in 

the hills of Ukiah and got exposed to a very artistic lifestyle. I remember writing things that were combinations of stories 
and poems. I would read Sylvia Plath and the Bronte sisters and picture myself just like them.   
  Q. What are you working on now? 
I work mainly on very short stories under 1,500 words that are memoirs of my life, family and friends. I think my 
attention span is too short to write longer fiction. When I’ve tried, it’s like I have this stopping point in my brain and I 
shut down. Right now my main focus is to come up with 100 more pages to finish The Fridge Magnet Chronicles and get 
that published. 
  Q. How has writing helped you in your life? Career? 
I think I was able to not lose my mind while I was dealing with some tough family issues because I could write about 
them. In many cases I use writing to explore traumatic issues in my life, although it’s interesting how that process works. 
My father passed away in 2002, but I still haven’t written anything about him; on the other hand, I had a friend who died 
last June and I’ve already written a short memoir and submitted it for publication. 

Q. If you didn’t have to work, what would the “writer’s life” be like for you? 
I would probably sign up for every class I could afford to take, go to the classes to keep honing my craft, and write as 
much as I could. I don’t know if I would spend my time trying to find someone to publish me. I think I would be more 
excited about getting as many chances as I could to keep my brain sharp. 
 

Here’s an Invitation to Join Growing RW Publicity Team—If you have some interest or 

expertise in publicity, social media, flyer creation or graphics and would like to contribute your skills and/or expand 
them with a growing RW Publicity Team, please email the Redwood Writers Publicity Director, Osha Hayden 
 osha88@att.net.  Please be in touch if you would like more information about this exciting opportunity. 

We are looking for people who can help us grow by adding their skills on a part-time basis. Come and be part of 
an exciting team and grow with us! 

RW Readings at SoCo Coffee Join us on Saturday, May 14, for our next Redwood Writers Readings at 

SoCo Coffee. The theme for May will be New Beginnings. The 1st hour will feature invited readers. After the break we’ll 
have open mic readings.  Featured readers this time include: John O’Reilly,  
Susanna Solomon and Harry Reid. 

Arrive at 2:30 p.m. to sign up for open mic. (1st come, 1st serve.) 
Allow about three minutes per reading – 3:00 to about  5:15 p.m. These 
monthly afternoon readings at SoCo are sponsored by Redwood Writers 
and hosted by Abby Bogomolny and Charlene Bunas. Take time to enjoy 
coffee and a snack from the SoCo menu. 
For information on the readings: Abby Bogomolny: house@bbbooks.com  
or Charlene Bunas: 2charbee@att.net 
You may also sell your books at SoCo Coffee. Contact Leslie Dale for book 
sales. She’s now featuring authors’ photos on a new Hemingway Wall of Fame at SoCo. They will also work with local 
authors to schedule their own readings and book signings at SoCo. Contact her for those arrangements.  Leslie: 
altadalethree@sonic.net   (707)217-8075.                    4 
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Confessions of a Kindleholic — Mark Adair 
Last night, like every night for the past several months, I meandered into my 

bedroom, checked the closets for spies from the paperbook industry, and slipped 
under the covers. Peering out from my hiding place, I quietly reached over and 
snagged the 7.5x4.8 inch, 8.5 ounce techno-beauty from my nightstand (aka ugly red 
chair). As my heart skipped a beat, I flipped open the black leather cover. After 
surveying my surroundings one last time, I celebrated the “all clear” by sliding out the 
light extender, and signing in to my sexy little ereading device.  

 
Hi, my name is Mark. I’m a Kindleholic.  

I don’t remember the exact moment when I crossed over the line from oh-that’s-an-
interesting-little-toy-for-non-literary-purists to food-optional-air-optional-kindle-required, 
but I do recall why I began the journey. Several months ago, a good friend challenged me to 
stop making excuses and get on with my writing career. After licking my wounds, I began 
exploring e-publishing and e-readers. My suspense/thriller, The Father’s Child, needed a 
place to spread its fledgling wings and soar out into the readersphere, and devices like the 
Kindle could help make that dream a reality.  

Sporting my naiveté like a gold medal, I e-trotted over to Amazon and took a look 
around. I reminded myself that my over 25 years of technology expertise should make 
successfully uploading my file and becoming “e-published” a breeze. After many tears, some 
therapy, and a few choice four-letter words repeated often and with great conviction, I’d 
completed my task. Now I wanted to see the results.  

Thanks to Amazon, ebooks can be purchased once and then subsequently read on 
your smartphone, computer/tablet, and/or Kindle device. Within minutes, I’d purchased the 
first copy, downloaded it to my PC, and began reading. For those of you who’ve read long works of any sort on the 
computer, you know how tired your eyes can get trying to track the thousands and thousands of pixel refreshes. 
Knowing that the Kindle used e-ink technology that refreshes only on a page turn (unlike the iPad or Nook Color or 
computer), it took me mere minutes to rationalize my purchase…fine, it was seconds, but it seemed like minutes.  
At this point in my process I wanted the device for only one reason: to check out the look and formatting of my new 
novel (see IRS deduction).  When I pulled out the sleek pearl reader I thought I heard angels singing … turns out the 
neighbor dog had cornered a Siamese kitten. In any case, I love technology with a simple, intuitive interface and my new 
toy—I mean necessary business appliance—fit the bill perfectly. It’s pretty straightforward – a 6 inch diagonal grayscale 
screen covers the top 80% and a small keyboard with a few control buttons fills out the bottom. The right and left edges 
sport easy-to-access paging buttons (forward and back). 

After I registered the device to the same email account I used for Amazon ebook purchases, it magically synced 
via WhisperSync, making any books previously purchased available on my Kindle (complete with bookmarks). Without 
further delay, I moved down to my new novel and selected it. I thought I heard the same dog terrorizing the poor little 
kitten but it turned out angels were actually singing … at least that’s the way I remember it. After I scanned through my 
book, I noticed that my new little friend could directly access the Amazon bookstore. How convenient! Several 
purchases later…well…my name is Mark, and I’m a Kindleholic. http://markadairblog.blogspot.com  

 

Redwood Writers By-Laws Revision:  On April 10, 2011, the Board passed a proposed revision of our 

current bylaws (revised in 2008) to amend Article VI: Elections, Section 2; this revision must be presented to the entire 
membership at the May 15th general meeting for approval.  The new section will be amended to read: 
                Section 2:  The slate of officers (President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer) shall be presented at the 
May general meeting and published in the Redwood Branch newsletter at least two weeks before the June general 
membership election meeting.  Nominations must have the consent of the nominee. 
The above amendment change no longer includes the Membership Chair, a position appointed by the President.  This is 
simply a technicality. —Submitted by Julie A. Winrich       5 
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Poetry Place 
 
 
Steven's Pond  (Camp in Maine) 

—Barbara Toboni 

 
Wandering into a painting 
floating in the small bass boat 
along the pond trail 
strewn with brown pine needles                                  
lily pads 
purple hyacinth 
 
The water, a paved mirror 
reflects the slow dance 
of breeze to green reeds 
 
In the distance three loons 
slide pond surface 
dive, reappear 
call their primeval welcome 
 
To camp 
hammocks sway, birches sigh 
water ripples, fish circle 
spinning reels, cast lines 
deep in dreams 
 
 
 
from Barbara Toboni’s self-published  
chapbook Undertow, March 2011 

 

 

 

 

 
Editor’s Note: Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month, a poem or two will be 
selected to be printed in the newsletter.  Poems will be chosen based on the space available. Send one 
poem per person. Use a 12 point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. 
Send poems as a Word document and email to: 
Juanita J. Martin, 
Acquisitions Editor 

freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 
 

** Note:  Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the following month’s 
edition.      
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A Breathtaking Day in Beautiful Sonoma County 
—Diane Davis 

 
There’s a soft summer breeze out back, 

and I look 
for a sheltered place in the sun. 

I have my towel, sun screen, visor and book. 
There’s clover, 

and tall grasses form grains with moisture from late rains, 
and I settle in. 

Delicious scents assail me, I become congested and all stuffy. 
Then I sneeze. 

“Oh, why didn’t I remember?” 
 

My cat arrives. 
Curling up near me, his body is warm, and he’s so furry. 

I can’t breathe. 
I stand up, grab my things and surrender, 

to my cool house 
with soft easy chair, no summer grasses, or itchy cat hair. 

“Oh, yes!” 
I blow my nose and start reading all over. 

 
The kids, home from exploring, 

bring to me 
a snack, and they laugh, and they sing to me. 

“Oh my gosh.” 
Surrounded by love, 

I close my book – my heart soaring! 
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Member News 
I’d like to share my news with you all! My new novel, The Other Side of 
Life has just been published and is now on Amazon and Amazon Kindle. It 
is a paranormal story about a near death experience (something I have 
experienced myself) and reincarnation. Please look me up on my website, 
www.allacrone.com  and read an excerpt from the new book.—Alla Crone  

 
 
Congratulations to Juanita J. Martin. She is featured in the Sac Cultural Hub magazine as the 

first Poet Laureate of Fairfield. This is a business and entertainment magazine and the same magazine 
that has the first African American California Attorney General, Kamala Harris, on the front cover.   

She was also recently featured on the 1st page of the Diversions section of the Daily Republic for 
her work as Poet Laureate for the city of Fairfield. 

 
Congratulations to John Lesjack. His story “Holding Babies” will appear in Chicken 

Soup for the Soul: Inspirations for the Young at Heart. This edition of the famous Chicken 
Soup for the Soul books is scheduled to be available in bookstores on August 23, 2011.   

 
The Bohemian gave me half of page 6. My article is about the high cost of powerful economic 
growth. I cover the subject from the multitude of sawmills in the 1950s and 60s in Northern 
California polluting the air, to the current nuclear meltdowns in Japan.  
My final paragraph is not only about Japan. The past decade has shown the entire world that 
the days of high-risk economic growth and speculation needs to be over for the sake our 
environment now, and our future generations.—Tom Mariani 

I'd like to welcome our new members to Redwood Writers.  They are: Robbi Sommers Bryant, Kaaron Carver, Lynda 
Cochran, Janet Cusick,  Hallie O'Donnell, Marilyn K. Reynolds, Suzanne Sherman, and Jane Wilder.  Enjoy the many 
events and workshops in our group where "writers help writers." —Julie A. Winrich, Membership Chair 

 
Congratulations, Patricia! On May 8th at Book Passage in Corte Madera, award-winning author 
Patricia V. Davis launches her national “Diva Dare Tour” for her book The Diva Doctrine: 16 
Universal Principles Every Woman Needs to Know with a fun and inspiring challenge to women. 
Dressed in their diva best, women, their mothers and their daughters, will be celebrating 
empowerment with sparkling cider, champagne and chocolates, and listening to unbeatable advice. 
At Book Passage, celebrated voodoo swing band Slim Jenkins will kick off the fun of the “Diva Dare 

Tour” from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
The Diva Doctrine sprang from a blog post of Patricia’s, “From an Older Woman to a Younger One,” that went 

viral, was tweeted and retweeted.  Patricia is an active member of Redwood Writers branch of the CWC.

Book Passage  5-7 p.m. May 8
th

   Corte Madera, CA    
Book Lovers Cafe  1 p.m.    May 21, 2011  Sacramento 
Copperfield's Books 7 p.m. May 24

th
   

Montgomery Village, Santa Rosa 
Books Inc. Castro District  May 25

th
, San Francisco 

 

Patricia’s book tour will also visit several 
 other states.  
 
http://www.patriciavdavis.com/ 
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We hope you enjoyed the 
first Redwood Writers Play Festival on April 
29th and 39th. The six plays presented included 
the winners from the first Redwood Writers 
Play Writing Contest. 
 Check our current Memoir, Short 
Story and Flash Fiction contests. Flyers are at 
the end of this newsletter.—Robin Moore 
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 From Writer to 
Published Author in 
Seven Simple Steps 
—Patricia Fry 

Do you write for pleasure? 
Have you ever thought—even for a 
fleeting moment—about publishing 
your work? How do you know when it 
is time to shift from writer to 
published author?  

For some writers, this is 
never going to happen because they 
just aren’t interested in taking their 
writing to the next level. They love 
writing, and they don’t care about 
publishing their work. They just want 
to write when they feel like it. They 
do not relish the idea of writing for 
someone else or meeting deadlines. 
They would rather no one read their 
poetry, stories, or journal entries. 
They just want to write what they 
want to write when they want to 
write. 

But there are many of you 
who, either secretly or openly, dream 
of having your writing published 
someday. However, you’re not sure 
how to make the transition from 
closet pleasure writer to published 
author. Here are some steps that 
might help you move more 
successfully toward your publishing 
goals: 

1: Write something that is 
wanted/needed by a specific 
audience—avid readers of romance or 
adventure novels, people who are 
seeking help with a problem or issue, 
folks eager to learn something new or 
those who devour young adult 
fantasies, for example.  

2: Check your competition. Is 
your book up to par—does it have 
everything it needs to qualify as a 
good book for preschool children? Is 
there a need for another book on 
cooking with herbs? What makes your 
self-help book for children of 
alcoholics different than what’s 
already on the market? 

3: Study the publishing 
industry. You may not relish the idea 
of going back to school and learning 
about something as large and 

complex as publishing, when all you 
want to do is quietly produce your 
book and be on your way to stardom. 
In order to succeed as a published 
author on even a small scale, you 
need to know something about how 
the world of publishing works. What 
are your publishing options? What are 
the possible consequences of your 
choices? What are your 
responsibilities as a published author? 
Skip this step and you will be in over 
your head.  

4: Write a book proposal. 
You may need a book proposal in 
order to get a foot in the door with 
the publisher you want. But the main 
reason for writing a book proposal is 
for you. A book proposal will tell you 
whether you have a book at all—
whether it is a valid project. It will 
help you to determine if you have an 
audience for this book, who they are, 
how many there are, and how you will 
reach them. Without this knowledge, 
you could become one of the seventy-
six percent of authors who fail each 
year. 

5: Hire a good book editor. 
This step could make the difference 
between your landing a publishing 
contract or not and whether your 
book will be read and enjoyed or not. 

6: Establish and build on your 
platform. Publishers want to know 
that an author has a platform—a way 
of attracting potential customers and 
connections that will help sell books. 
Whether you choose to go with a 
traditional royalty publisher or not, 
you need a platform. Think about it. If 
you were to publish a book today, 
how many people would buy it? If 
you’ve been hiding away in your 
writing room for years secretly 
writing, how would anyone know 
about you, and why would they buy 
your book? What an author needs, as 
much as he needs to write a good 
book, is a following—a way of 
attracting readers.  

One way to develop an 
audience is to submit articles on your 
topic or stories in your genre to a 
variety of print and online 
publications—lots of them. People 
who enjoy reading your stories or 
your articles will surely want to read 

your book. While you are writing your 
book, you should find ways to 
become known to your audience—get 
involved in groups and online sites 
related to your topic/genre. Launch a 
newsletter for your audience. Use 
your connections to reach your 
readers—ask to be guest blogger at 
your mentor’s popular blog, or ask 
your pastor or religious advisor if you 
can present a workshop related to 
your book’s topic at the church; 
perhaps your former boss would 
announce your book to the company 
mailing list, for example. 

7: Plan your marketing 
strategy. In today’s highly competitive 
publishing climate, it is crucial that 
you think about marketing and 
promotion even before producing a 
book. And promotion is ongoing for as 
long as you hope to sell copies of your 
book. Examine your skills and 
propensity for various promotional 
activities. This would be a good time 
to sharpen and add to your skills. But 
you also need to know what it takes 
to promote a book—most new 
authors do not. As you study the 
publishing industry (number 3 on this 
list), you’ll begin to understand why 
the author must develop a marketing 
plan and what book promotion 
entails. The time to plan your strategy 
is before you decide to publish. 

Publishing is not an 
extension of your writing. It is not a 
natural course that writers can take 
using the same mindset and skills they 
use when writing. Publishing is a 
business—a fiercely competitive 
business—and when you decide to 
enter into this world, in order to 
succeed, you must start thinking like a 
businessman/woman.    

Follow these seven steps and 
you will experience a greater level of 
success. 

Patricia Fry has been writing for 
publication for over 35 years. She has 
33 books to her credit. 
www.matilijapress.com/courses.htm. 
www.patriciafry.com.  
Visit her publishing blog: 
www.matilijapress.com/publishingblog.  
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Announcements: 
On-line Class: Keepsake Memoir About Mother    

Instructor: Kate Farrell   
May 16-June 6, 2011 

Enroll online: http://www.storycircleonlineclasses.org/ 
Tuition: $120 [SCN members: $96] 

May is a time to celebrate mother! What better way to preserve her legacy than with a well-written keepsake 
memoir? You will weave together a life experience and its meaning into an enduring work. 

Class Description: Keepsake Memoir About Mother is a three-week course to recall and write a key memory 
about mother (or mother figure) that is both a compelling story and a powerful message, one that reflects her 
continuing legacy. 

Weekly lessons and prompts will be provided via Yahoo Group site. Students will read assigned material and 
complete the exercises using templates as suggestions and will upload their written work into files for instructor's 
feedback. 

At the end of the course, students will be able to recall an authentic key memory of mother and tell it using a 
basic story structure, distill the meaning of the memory and relate its personal truth to combine experience and 
meaning into a keepsake memoir of mother. 

 

QUICK START WRITING WORKSHOPS by Pat Tyler  
Writers writing together in a fun, safe place  
Thursdays - Rohnert Park Community Center  
9:30-11:30 a.m. - Corner of RP Expressway and Snyder Lane  
Bring pen, paper or laptop, and a friend.  
Questions? Call Pat Tyler at 707-696-9640  
www.writetoday.net 

 

Webinar with Patricia V. Davis:  I will be conducting a webinar for Writers Digest 

on June 7th. The webinar is essentially a more detailed presentation of Book or Bestseller: 
What Will You Choose, which I presented at the Writers Digest Conference in January 2011 in 
New York City. The cost also includes a personal evaluation of each participant’s blog or 
marketing plan for his or her book.   
For information see:   http://www.writersdigest.com/webinars 
—Patricia V. Davis 
editor-in-chief, HS Radio 

    415-455-8001   www.patriciaVdavis.com    www.harlotssauce.com 

 

Writing classes with Ana Manwaring 
IN PENNGROVE:  Craft and Critique 
For seasoned and new writers looking to improve their writing. 6 Mondays: June 6-July 18  
6 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Limited to 10. $125 
PenGrove Revision Groups for long fiction and memoir (on-going) for writers working on their 1st, 2nd, or 
3rd books only. New section opening soon: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 10 a.m.- 1 p.m.  
Call for info 415-827-1468  Limited to 6.  $80 per 4 meetings. 
IN ST. HELENA: Napa Valley College Creative Writing    Spring sessions:  707-967-2900 
Creative Writing Workshop Thursdays 1-3 p.m.  New section started 4/21   5 meetings $80 
Mostly Memoir Workshop:   5 Mondays 3-5 p.m. Started on  4/18 $80 
Information and to register for writing classes:       
Ana Manwaring   www.anamanwaring.com  Read my column in the Petaluma Post: www.petalumapost.com 
Blogs: http://saintsandskeletons.blogspot.com    http://anamanwaring.wordpress.com    9 
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Rhyme Time for Parent and Child (or a friend)   

 
RW member Diane H. Davis is offering, through Davis Publishing's Community Outreach 
Program, a two hour workshop on Sunday, May 22nd, from 3 p.m. – 5 p.m., being creative 
together (in Penngrove). Team rate is $15, which includes material and a snack. 
Register with Diane, 664-8656. Lots of fun! 
www.davis-publishing.biz 

 

Writers Forum of Petaluma proudly presents Sheldon Siegel  
Thursday,  May 19, 2011    7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 
$15 at the door 

Important Elements of the Contemporary Crime Novel ... and how these elements are 
important for all genres. 
  Whether you're writing fiction, nonfiction, memoir, we're all storytellers.  In this workshop, we'll talk about how 
the elements of writing fiction apply to other kinds of writing. We'll discuss  plot, setting, structure and dialogue, and 
anything else you'd like. 

SHELDON SIEGEL is the New York Times best-selling author of seven critically-acclaimed courtroom dramas 
featuring San Francisco criminal defense attorneys Mike Daley and Rosie Fernandez.  Sheldon is a graduate of Boalt Law 
School at UC-Berkeley.  He lives in Marin County with his wife, Linda, and their twin sons, Alan and Stephen.  His seventh 
novel, Perfect Alibi, was released in 2010. 

For more information: www.thewritespot.us     Marlene - mcullen@comcast.net 

 

 
 

Does your manuscript need a little help? 
Visit our website 

 
http://www.jam-editing.com/ 

 
Jeanne Miller  
Ana Manwaring 

Mark Pavlicheck  JAM is a full-service editorial team  
 

 
 

REMINDER 
JOIN US FOR OUR 2ND EXCITING NORTH BAY MEETING 

Offering Local Programs for Writers and Illustrators  
in Sonoma & Napa Counties 

Wednesday, May 11th, 2011 
7-9 p.m. - $10 for SCBWI members, $15 for non-members 

Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 
Author Hillary Homzie Presents 

MINING YOUR MEMORY FOR CHILDREN'S STORIES 
Join Hillary as she discusses the ten ways to mine your memory for new story ideas or to bolster a current 

work-in-progress. Here’s her new book trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YlGYtu8LmQ 
You may join SCBWI any time during the year. www.scbwi.org (Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators) 
—Submitted by Charles Markee 
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Walk in Beauty a journey through 4 realms 
Saturday, June 5th, 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Come enjoy the Spa at Fairmont Mission Inn and participate in a journey to beauty 
from 1-3 pm.  Enjoy creative camaraderie and refresh your body, mind and spirit. This class will 
engage all your senses through creative expression, guided imagery and  movement. It will 
inspire your writing! 
You’ll learn how to shift into connection with the beauty within you and around you as we 
journey through the 4 Realms of human experience: 

Sensory, Psychological, Mythic and Unitive.  
Osha Belle Hayden, M.A., is a Trainer with over 25 years experience empowering human 

potential through psychotherapy, health education, coaching and mediation.    
 
Enjoy the warm mineral waters and the European Bathing Ritual before, after or both.  
$45 per person, includes workshop and spa access.  To register,  please contact Spa Reservations at 877-289-7354.  
All levels are welcome.  Check out the Spa: www.fairmont.com/sonoma/GuestServices/spa.com       

 

Learn How to WOW Industry Eyes and Ears! 
Two Separate One-Day Workshops 

with Charlotte Cook and Jon James Miller 

  

Pitch Perfect 
 

Can you sum up your story to the satisfaction and 
delight of an agent or publisher? Will you get that 
request for your full manuscript from your current 

pitch and query strategy? Could you sustain a 
valuable dialogue with an agent or publisher that 

results in furthering that relationship? 
 

Develop a polished pitch and other collateral 
materials in this intensive/interactive workshop 

that focuses on YOU and YOUR work--pitch, query 
or cover letter, synopsis, and even title. Bring your 

materials and find the professional advice you need 
to make the most of your opportunity with an 

agent or publisher. 
 

May 21, 2011 
9:30 am to 5:30 pm 

The Cottage in Oakland, CA 
 

$200 for participants 
bringing their work for review 

$155 for auditors 
 

Limit 25 total. 

 
Lunch, snacks and additional materials provided. 

 
Pay for your reservation before Sunday May 1st 

and receive a 10% discount. 

Submission Pages That Sparkle 
 

What happens when an agent or publisher reads 
the first 12 pages of your manuscript? Do they keep 
reading? Do they want more? Is there evident and 

thoughtful structure in the first three chapters? 
Test and proof your opening pages with 

experienced story editors. See what makes your 
story stand out to an agent or publisher and polish 
anything that might not. Not quite Story Triage, but 
certainly we’ll cover on the spot insights and fixes 

to make your pages sing in this intensive, 
interactive workshop that focuses on YOUR 

manuscript, YOUR writing, right then and there. 
 

June 11, 2011 
9:30 am to 5:30 pm 

The Cottage in Oakland, CA 
 

$200 for participants 
bringing their work for review 

$155 for auditors 
 

Limit 25 total. 
 

Lunch, snacks and additional materials provided. 
 

Pay for your reservation on or before Saturday 
May 21st and receive at 10% discount. 

Please make checks out to Adapting Sideways and send to 3054 Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94705.  
Email Charlotte if you would like to pay by credit card. charlotte@adaptingsideways.com 
Text or telephone: (510) 697-2665 www.adaptingsideways.com      11 
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Poetry Sococo 
Poets and poetry lovers come enjoy a new poetry venue. As you may know, Cafe Azul closed suddenly. Andrew 

Mayer, former host of the old Cafe Azul has found a new home at Sonoma Coffee Company. With a new venue comes a 
new name. In honor of what Ed Coletti started, the venue is called Poetry Sococo.  
  On Saturday, May 7, 2011, 7-9 p.m., Poetry Sococo will make its debut with several poets from the community. 
Andrew is keeping a similar format to Ed's, but is giving more time to the poets. This venue will be the first Saturday of 
the month every other month. Sonoma Coffee Company is located at 62 Brookwood Ave and Fourth St., Santa Rosa, CA. 
For information on Poetry Sococo contact Andrew Mayer andrewimft@comcast.net    —Submitted by Juanita J. Martin 

 

Story Lovers World article— Charles Markee 

Hidden away in the jungle of Internet sites is a terrific resource for storytellers: http://www.story-lovers.com/. 
With a motto of “Connecting People Through Stories,” it offers a wealth of information for story lovers, storytellers, 
healers, teachers, librarians, environmentalists, students, parents and grandparents. This free archive contains hundreds 
of references and links to thousands of stories. To Search Out Stories (SOS) it provides thematic links in each category 
for all ages.  

A classified ad service, called a Storytelling Treasure Chest, has recently been added with the capability to buy, 
sell or trade, new or used items related to storytelling. With 50,000 hits per month, the site is a gold mine for buyers or 
sellers. Ads are $2 per month with a onetime $5 charge for adding a jpg image. A one-year ad run is discounted to $20. 
 There is no commission involved and contacts are direct between buyers, sellers or traders. http://www.story-
lovers.com/storytellingtreasurechest.html  

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687          www.redwoodwriters.orgSanta 
Rosa, CA 95402      
Deadline is the 15th of each month.     
Why I Write submissions are limited to 60 words.   
Redwood Reading List submissions are limited to 60 words.  
Editor/Layout: Robin Moore      
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita J. Martin 
Copy Editor: Arlene Miller      
Copy Editor: Farrell Winter  
Technology Writer: Mark Adair     
& special thanks to Rob Koslowsky for advice 

 

SOUTH BAY WRITERS PRESENTS: A workshop led by  

Nina Amir 
How to Write a Book Fast! 4 Ways to Compile & Publish a Manuscript in Record Time 
June 25, 2011 9:00 am – 2:30 pm Lookout Restaurant, 605 Macara Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94085 
Registration @ 8:30; workshop begins promptly at 9:00; continental breakfast and lunch included. 
Early Bird (before June 10, 2011) CWC members: $35 Non-members: $45 Students $25 
Prices go up on June 10th. Register and pay by credit card (Paypal) at www.southbaywriters.com   

 
Save the Date! The California Writers Club Annual Picnic will be held on July 30th at Joaquin Miller Park in 

Oakland. Make plans now to join your fellow CWC members for an afternoon of food and fellowship in the 
beautiful and historic park where CWC was born over a century ago. Details will be forthcoming from your 
Central Board representative. In the meantime, save the date!    12  
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           Redwood Writers Memoir Contest 

June 15th deadline 

 
Redwood Writers branch of the CWC is presenting a Memoir Contest  
with three exceptional judges:  
       
Susan Bono, Amber Lea Starfire, Linda Joy Myers 
   
Prizes for winning entries: $100-1st Place; $70-2nd Place; $30-3rd Place 

 
Contest Winners will be announced and receive their awards at the August 14th Redwood Writers 
meeting. Contest is open to writers living in Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino, Marin, Lake, or Solano 
counties. 
 
SUBMISSION RULES 
 
Submission deadline: JUNE 15, 2011; no exceptions. 
Submit by email: midnight June 15; by snail mail: postmarked by June 15 
 
Entry fee: $8.00 members, $10.00 nonmembers  
 
Nonmembers must live in: Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino, Marin, Lake, or Solano counties 
Payment:  By mail: Make checks payable to: Redwood Writers  
include “Memoir Contest” and your name and mail to:   
Patsy Ann Taylor, 6 Skipping Rock Way, Napa, CA 94558 
Pay on-line:  http://redwoodwriters.org/contests/memoir/ 
 
Requirements: 
 Submit one memoir of 2,000 words maximum. 
 Memoir must be original, not previously published. 
 Winners agree to publication in a RW special edition newsletter and website. 
 All rights are retained by author. 
 Entries will not be returned. 
 
Format: 
 12 point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, with standard margins 
 Cover letter: author’s name, memoir title, address, phone number, and email address 
 
Entries submitted by email: Send as attachment, PDF or RTF files only, to patsyann@sonic.net  RW 
Memoir Contest in subject line. 
Snail mail entries: Patsy Ann Taylor, 6 Skipping Rock Way, Napa, CA 9455 
 
For more information: http://redwoodwriters.org/contests/ 
Contest Chair - Patsy Ann Taylor: patsyann@sonic.net 
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Redwood Writers Contest – July 15, 2011 

Deadline 

 
Eligibility 

Residents of  Sonoma, Marin, Napa, Mendocino, and Lake Counties 
Awards 

Presented at September 11 General Meeting 
Special Features 

First place in both Fiction and Flash Fiction will participate at RW Reading Circle, Sonoma County Book Festival - 
Sept 24 
Prizes 

Fiction $100 first; $75 second; $40 third 
Flash Fiction $70 first, $50 second; $30 third 

Submission Fee 
Fiction $8 CWC member; $12 non-member 

Flash Fiction $5 CWC member; $7 non-member 
 

                            Chair – Elspeth Benton 
 

Submission rules 
 Fiction: maximum of 2000 words; Flash Fiction: maximum of 500 words 
 Limit of 3 Fiction and 3 Flash Fiction submissions per entrant 
 Previously unpublished work only (no on-line or self-published work) 
 Submissions will not be returned 
 Format: 12 point font, Times Roman, double spaced 
 On manuscript: Do not put author name - Do put title of piece and word count 
 Include cover letter with: Title, author, email, home address, phone, and 70 word bio 
 Email submissions only. No snail mail. 

 
E-mail submission to:  Elspeth@sonic.net 

Pay submission fee via PayPal at Short Story Contest:  www.redwoodwriters.org 
Pay submission fee via snail mail: Elspeth Benton, 6015 Rick Drive, Santa Rosa 95409 

Make checks payable to: Redwood Writers 
 

All themes welcome. We are looking forward to reading your best work! 
 

Judges: David Beckman, Donna Levine, Hal Bennett. 
More to come on their bios soon. 
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REDWOOD BRANCH OF THE CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB    

RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP FORM – Please Fill out -- Print/Type 

NOTE: IF INFORMATION SAME AS IN 2010-2011 ROSTER, FILL OUT DATE, NAME; WRITE "SAME" 

 & CHECK APPROPRIATE RENEWAL BOX. 

DATE:  For more information: www.redwoodwriters.org. 
Name:  
Address:  
City & Zip Code:  
Phone Number:   2nd Phone Number:  
Email Address:   
Website and/or Blog:   
Facebook: are you on?  Yes  No Under what Name:  
eScrip: Have you joined?  Yes  No  Want more information about it? 
Are you 35 years old or under:Yes:  No:  (If Yes, an RW Ambassador will contact you) 

$45 annual renewal is enclosed for  Active,  Associate or   Supporting Memberships. 
  
 I have sufficient publications to change from Associate to Active Membership.  Here's a list (the titles) of 
three publications from magazine articles, poems, production of plays, literary awards, online publications 
within three years OR one book within ten years, including dates of publication, publishers name, and any 
other pertinent information. 

1.  

2.  

3.  
 
I wish to change from Supporting (limited to 3 consecutive years) to Associate or Active.  Attached please 
find writing sample--one or two pages and/or where can find online. 

 $15 for Student Membership (age 8-22 or older with proof of full time enrollment). 
 $15 annual renewal for Emeritus Membership. 
 $25 annual renewal for Patron Membership. 
 $20 annual renewal for Join Membership.  I'm a member of the  Branch. 
 $675 for Lifetime Membership (Open to Active Members Only). 

Opt-out Option –-Please withhold my listing from the published roster. 
 

Mail check, form, (samples if necessary) to:  
Membership - Redwood Writers, P. O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. 
 
Or use the Buy Now Button online at our website: www.redwoodwriters.org and email the above information 
& samples to: membership@redwoodwriters.org.  
 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/

