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Vice President’s Message: 
Cross Genres: A Writer’s Adventure 

By Elaine Webster 
I’m often asked, what do you write? My answer is always the same: Words. I write 
words. I write them in short essays, like this piece. I write them tumbling down pages 
like waterfalls with poetic splashes upon smooth and jagged rocks. I write them funny 
and I write them sad. I write them to create mystery and out-of-this-world fantasies. I 

write them for teenagers and children. I write them sexy for adults. And as a Valentine’s Day present to myself this year, 
I wrote my first play.  
A colleague from work approached me one day. She had been working on a short story for a creative writing class. The 
Redwood Writers newsletter I left in the break room brought her to my office pod. She tapped on my cubicle’s wall to 
get my attention. 
 
“Elaine, do you have a minute?” 
“For you? Always,” I replied. 
“You’re a writer, right?” 
“When I’m not working here, eating or sleeping,” I joked. 
“Well, I’m stuck . . . no matter what I do, I can’t seem to get this short story started.  I sit and stare at the blank page like 
it’s a mine field waiting to blow up in my face. One wrong word and I’m toast.” 
“Hooey!” I said. “All you have to do is stretch further. Let your mind go. Stop pigeon-holing your style. When that 
immovable block won’t budge, try something different.” 
“What do you mean?”  
“Try some poetry, or personal essay. Something to get the juices flowing, then go back to your story. The process will 
free your mind.” 
 
A few days later, I received an interoffice e-mail from Deb: “Turned in my story today. Thanks!” 
Deb’s e-mail made me think about the inspiration that our club provides. She knew one writer who offered simple 
advice. As members we have a myriad of writers helping writers. So, if you’re not a member already, with your next click 
of the mouse, get thee to the membership page. There you will find the names of hundreds of people who have escaped 
writers block prison and are now free to experiment with my favorite drug—words. 
 
Then, as if that isn’t enough, take that clicker thing that’s permanently attached to your hand and move it over the 
contest tab on the Redwood Writers Website.  There you will find anywhere from four to six genre contests that will free 
your mind.  Go ahead─brave it. Whadaya got to lose? Take a leap, stretch those limits, and write the next winner. 

 
Editor’s Note: 

 Names of RW members featured in the CWC Inaugural Literary Review on page 3 

 RW 2012 Play Writers Contest Winners on page 4 

 Workshops Announcements & Membership Renewal Form are provided at the end of this newsletter. 
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Redwood Writers Meeting  Sunday May 20th  
The Herstory of Literature: Examining the Heroine’s Journey 
 
Want to know what Katniss, Psyche and Scarlett O’Hara have in common? At its Sunday, 
May 20 general meeting, Redwood Writers presents Valerie Estelle Frankel, mythologist 
and author of From Girl to Goddess: The Heroine’s Journey in Myth and Legend. She will 
explore the classic heroine’s journey, in ancient myths and modern literature, covering 
ground all the way from Cupid and Psyche to The Hunger Games and Gone with the 
Wind.   
 The general meeting is held from 3 to 5 p.m., but come early – sign-in starts at 

2:30 p.m., and other writers will be on hand to network, showcase their books, and share information about the club 
and its activities. Fees of $5 for members and $8 for nonmembers are asked to help cover the cost of room rental and 
refreshments. The meeting is held in the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel, 2777 Fourth St., Santa Rosa, 95405, (707) 
523-4745. For more details, go to www.redwoodwriters.org.  
 Many are familiar with Joseph Campbell’s theory of the hero’s journey, the idea that every man through myth 
and literature grows to adulthood while battling his dark alter-ego. This is the Star Wars or Harry Potter plot, a staple for 
fantasy, coming-of-age, and other genres from Young Adult to thriller. Now mythologist Valerie Estelle Frankel explores 
the classic heroine’s journey step-by-step in ancient myths and modern literature, revealing the other epic journey. In 
tales as old as Arabian Nights and Cupid and Psyche, heroines battle seductresses and witches to ascend to the role of 
mother-goddess. We’ll also look at modern works from Gone with the Wind to The Wizard of Oz as we learn to write this 
ultimate bestseller plot. 
 Frankel is the author of From Girl to Goddess: The Heroine’s Journey in Myth and Legend, the first book to 
examine the heroine’s epic quest in women’s mythology the world over. Her books on pop culture, called Buffy and the 
Heroine’s Journey and Katniss the Cattail: An Unauthorized Guide to Names and Symbols in Suzanne Collins’ The Hunger 
Games have just been released. She taught English at San Jose State University for several years and was the youngest 
person ever to receive an MFA in their Creative Writing program. Her shorter works have appeared in over 100 
anthologies and journals including Inside Joss' Dollhouse, The Oklahoma Review, and Rosebud Magazine. Her parody, 
Henry Potty and the Pet Rock, was winner of the Indie Excellence Award and was a USA Book News National Best Book. 
She’s a frequent speaker on myth, fantasy, pop culture, and the heroine’s journey, with many fans of all ages. Explore 
her latest research at www.vefrankel.com. 

 

 Redwood Writers       
 

 
 
Theme for the month: 

Memories 
Sunday May 6, 2012 
2:00-4:00 PM 
Central Library 
211 E. Street 
Santa Rosa 
545-0831 
 
Redwood Writer Tami Casias will emcee this afternoon of    
 literary delights from Sonoma County authors. 
 Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work in public! 
Sign-up by emailing omr@redwoodwriters.org    2 

Mystery Contest! 

 After reading our club's tea leaves,  
I have seen suspense, thrills and a few sharp-
witted detectives. Our past lives need not apply, 
but I hope you will apply your talents to the fine 
art of murder because this May we kick off our 
first mystery contest.  
 First, second and third place prizes plus 
publication of top three stories on our website, 
www.redwoodwriters.org 
Short fiction only.  No flash fiction.  Maximum 
2,000-words.    
Deadline midnight September 15, 2012. 
 All details revealed at our May meeting. 
See you there—Deborah Taylor-French 
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Redwood Writers 
Open Mic Readings  
at  SoCo Coffee on  

Sat. May 26th 4 to 6 p.m. 
Featured readers:  Bill Vartnaw, 
Sonoma County Poet Laureate 2012-2013 
and Juanita J. Martin, 1st Poet Laureate,  
City of Fairfield, 2010-2012. 
Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Light salads, 
sandwiches and snacks are available. Please support 
the SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase.  
Open mic sign-ups start at 3:30 p.m. First come,  
first serve. Limited to five min. reading time/person.  

Contact: Robin Moore, rockridge6532@comcast.net  or Abby Bogomolny at house@bbooks.com   
 

Redwood Writers featured in  
California Writers Club Inaugural Literary Review 
—Submitted by Kate Farrell  
 
 A welcome surprise came in our mailboxes this rainy season: a brand new CWC 
publication, the Literary Review, Spring 2012. This singular effort by the CWC Central Board 
is a clear benefit to our members, and we applaud the state board and the Literary Review 
editors in continuing a CWC tradition begun in 1914 to publish members’ works. 

  
 Our venerable literary tradition is further invoked by the arresting gaze of Jack London on the front cover. 
 Thumbing through the glossy magazine pages, it was gratifying to see that eight of the twenty-five authors and 
one of its editors are members of Redwood Writers. 
 This is a splendid showcase for many talented writers in our midst and exhibits the wonderful variety of their 
work. 
 In order of appearance, we find Abby Bogomolny in the magazine masthead as one of two Poetry Acquisition 
Editors. 
 Next is Charlene Bunas, “Sweet Rewards” (memoir) 
 Zara Raab, “Rain” and “North of San Francisco” (poetry) 
  Kathy Rueve, “The Bus Stops Here” (fiction) 
  Lynn Millar, “Singing” (fiction) 
  Elizabeth VanPatten, “The Milkman of Human Kindness” (fiction) 
  Karen Batchelor, “View from a Distance” (fiction) 
  Marilyn Campbell, “Setting It Down on Paper” (memoir) 
  Brenda Bellinger, “Thoughts on Fishing” (memoir) 
  
 Congratulations to our Redwood Writers whose work will now be read by a much wider audience—the 1500 
members of CWC! 
  The number of Redwood Writers included in the Literary Review is also indicative of the many activities our 
branch sponsors, such as workshops and conferences, as well as frequent opportunities to submit written work for 
contests and to the Vintage Voices anthology. We are truly “writers helping writer.” 
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Redwood Writers 
2012 Play Contest 
Winners  
 Congratulations to the 
nine “winners” of the 2012 RW 
playwriting contest. Each will 
have their ten-minute play 
performed at the Redwood 
Writers Play Festival to be held 
at the Sixth Street Playhouse in 
Santa Rosa on June 29th and 
30th. 
 Pictured are (L. to R.): 
Elaine Maikovska, Harry Reid, 
Jean Wong, Amanda McTigue, 

Nancy Lockard Gallop, Malena Eljumaily, Elizabeth VanPatten and Teresa LeYung-Ryan. Winner Gene Griffith was not 
present at the April meeting of the Redwood Writers when the playwriting awards were announced and handed out. 
Watch for details on the RW Play Festival.  

 

 New Editor of The Redwood Writer 
 Susan Littlefield will be taking over the volunteer position of Editor of 
The Redwood Writer newsletter. Her first issue will be the June 2012 RW 
newsletter.  She is pictured here receiving a heartfelt hug from the outgoing 
editor, Robin Moore. Moore is stepping down from the position to devote 
more time to her own writing. She has served as the editor for over two years.  
 Watch for exciting new changes Littlefield has planned for The 
Redwood Writer. —Photo by Jonathan Hayden 

 

Membership Renewal 
Dear Members, 
 Hard to believe it's that time again. Renewals are due by July 1, 2012 for the year July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013.  
 Like last year, I'm going to run an Early Bird Renewal Raffle with lots of great prizes, including reimbursement 
for one lucky member of the renewal fee from Redwood Writers, Marlene Cullen is donating five sessions of the Writers 
Forum in Petaluma from July to November (a value of $75.00), Arlene Miller's The Best Little Grammar Book Ever! or five 
pages edited, a  Canon Pixma ip4600 photo printer donated by MacAdvantage, another photo printer donated 
anonymously,  editing service by Ana Manwaring of JAM Editing, a donation from Charlotte Cook of Komenar Publishing, 
and lots more prizes to be announced.  
 So sign up before July 1st to win! It's easy: 
1. Go to the website: www.redwoodwriters.org and click on the Renewal Page; or 
2. Fill out the attached 2012-2013 Renewal Application and email it back and send in your check or use the buy now 
button on the website; or 
3. Come to a meeting and get your renewal application and fill out and pay; or 
4. Bring the renewal application and pay at the meeting. 
 If you’re renewing and all information is the same, just fill in the date, your name and ALL INFORMATION 
SAME AS LAST YEAR. 
 By being a part of Redwood Writers you are part of the writing family and "writers helping writers." 
 Don't forget to sign up early and win! Good Luck to all of you! 
 Thank you for being members of Redwood Writers, and I look forward to seeing you at future events. 
—Julie A. Winrich, Redwood Writers Membership Chair   RedwoodWritersMembershipChair@yahoo.com 4 
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Member in the Spotlight: Persia Woolley  
—Article by Robbi Sommers Bryant  
 
 Persia Woolley's writing career started at age four when her gift for story telling 
began to blossom. As she herself bloomed, her love for stories evolved and by age nine she 
began writing them down. 
 Enamored in 1980 with "Camelot," Persia felt the calling to re-tell the story from 
Guinevere's point of view. Not a simple rewrite of the legend of Camelot, Persia knew that 
her work needed to say something new.  

 Persia bases her work on various legends and the real people behind these legends. She chose to write the 
legend of Guinevere as historical fiction. Her work is not fantasy nor romance but an accurate account of the real people 
within real historical times (approximately, 500 A.D.)  
 After four years of research including several trips to Britain, Persia wrote her first draft of Child of the Northern 
Spring. It took her one year to complete her manuscript and in the same year Simon and Schuster made her an offer. 
 Book two, Queen of the Summer Stars, and book three, Guinevere-The Legend in Autumn, took six years to 
finish. The complete trilogy, out by 1991, takes Guinevere from her childhood to the end of her life. 
 Persia's technique for writing historical fiction beautifully weaves real characters and their culture. Braided into 
this is a psychological portrait of each character based on Persia's understanding of why characters make the decisions 
they make and take the actions they take.   
 In 2000, Persia's life took a turn when she began a seven-year descent into illness. Gravely sick, she moved to 
her son's ranch outside of Sebastopol.  
 In 2008, she became a member of Redwood Writers. Linda McCabe noted her presence in a post and 
Sourcebooks Publishing contacted her. They wanted to reissue the Guinevere trilogy.  
 Persia just started what she calls her "Second Harvest," having just completed her manuscript, Ophelia's Tale.  
Three years into her research on the Trojan War, Persia spends the rest of her time speaking at conferences, bookstores 
and writers groups. 
 Persia's advice for other writers:  
 — Recognize there will be many lean times.  —Keep at it—all writing is good practice. 
 —Choose subject and style you love.   — Accept that marketing is now 
            simply part of it. 
 "It's a terrible way to make a living, but the best lifestyle in the world." 
 Persia has given her readers the opportunity to explore historical times by creating 
a window into the culture and psyches of her characters. Her storytelling technique is 
magnificent. Her characters are riveting and her historical facts, accurate, giving readers a 
wonderful adventure into different cultures and times.—Osha Hayden, Spotlight Editor 

 

Jack London State Historic Park Funding—Lynn Millar 
 Redwood Writers has a special connection to Jack London. He was a founding 
member of California Writers Club and part of his ranch is near Glen Ellen in the Sonoma 
Valley. A State Historic Park was created in 1950 on the site of that ranch.  
 Slated for closure due to State budget cuts on July 1, 2012, it is now in the hands of 
a local non-profit, the Valley of the Moon Natural History Association. Over the years, their 
efforts restored the cottage where London lived, entertained and kept a writing pace of 
1,000 words/day. 
 Now from the hard work of many individuals and organizations the park will remain 
open for all to enjoy.  
 Jack London State Historic Park is a treasure trove for writers and historians. It is 
also a gorgeous property with picnic areas and trails for hiking and horseback riding.  
 Redwood Writers has collected donations and a portion of this year’s anthology sales will go to the park’s 
maintenance. Visit today.  And donate today.  For more information, go to   http://redwoodwriters.org/jacklondon/   
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View from London Cottage 

photo by Mike Millar 
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Stop, look and Volunteer!  
Dear wonderful, caring member: 
Circle the area below where you can help “writers helping writers!”   
Just send me an email to explore or sign up:  lindareid100@sbcglobal.net  
Many hands make lighter the load! I’m happy to report that we have had over 50 volunteers 
working on various projects that make our club special. Please read below and see how you can 
help. 
Book Festival, Sept 24 —  Need Chair to organize Team. Linda Reid has done it the last three years 
and this year she will give lots of good advice to new Chair. Again this year Ana Manwaring will 

organize the Readers Circle, a huge part of the job.  This is an exciting event! 
Anthology Book Launch – Need Chair who will organize the launch.  
Big thanks to Julie Henig for last year’s wonderful event.  
An important event to notch onto your writing belt! 
Historian: Help keep the treasures that record RW's. Juanita Martin has organized binders and she needs a team to help 
keep things up to date.  Love RW? Here’s your chance to help. 
Website: Our amazing Web Editor, Lynn Millar is looking for the following help, and you will learn a lot about 
WordPress! 
-         Post RW Newsletter and keep up the Calendar 
-         Keep the About RW section up to date and post CWC events 
Greet New Members: Need Chair to meet with new members at 2 p.m., just prior to regular monthly meeting. Will greet 
new members and show them around. What a nice job! 
Member Reader Chair: Need someone to take Juanita Martin’s place to select the member that reads at monthly 
meetings. This is fun job. 
Registration Chair – We need someone to relieve Julie Winrich in this position. Once a month the Reg Chair emails out 
assignments to those heros who work the registration table and other positions at general meetings. This is fun and not 
too difficult to get started helping RWs!  
 
Below are members to give a big hug to when you see them!  
Publicity Director – Michelle Wing took this big job and is marvelous 
Anthology – Arlene Miller, editor and her co’s, Jean Wong and Charles Markee 
Speaker Coordinator – Linda McCabe gets those great speakers 
Facebook, etc – Frances Cabello is the master here 
Website Editor – Lynn Millar leads a team of experts 
Salons – Thanks to Sher Gamard for heading up this fun and important event 
Odd Month Readings – Tami Casias is stepping into Chair of this loved event 
Food Chair – Yum! Heidi Sue Roth is making these days 
SiFi Contest – Ann Wilkes has mighty judges lined up, July 15 deadline 
Mystery Contest – Debra Taylor-French is chairing this with Sept 15 deadline 
YA Contest — Natasha Yim has exciting prizes planned for this contest with an Oct. 15 deadline 
Open Mic – Abby Bogomolny and Robin Moore are keeping this going in style 
Newsletter – New Editor in June, Susan Littlefield, will do great job 
Author Launch – Jeane Slone is lining up our newest authors to celebrate 
eScrip – Jean Wong keeps after new sign-ups to help raise money for RWs 
Conference and Poetry Night – Sandy Baker and Juanita Martin are amazing 
Book Festival Reading Circle – Ana Manwaring does great job  
CWC Rep – Abby Bogomolny travels far twice a year to keep RWs posted. 
 
Your dedicated and talented Board: Elaine Webster, Frances Caballo, Arlene Miller, Thonie Hevron, Julie Winrich, Jeanne 
Jusaitis, Abby Bogomolny, Jeane Slone, Carylon Alexander, Robin Moore, Michelle Wing and mio. 
This doesn’t even list the Website, Registration, and Publicity team members who are very much appreciated.  
Whew! What a club!—Linda Loveland Reid, RW President     6 
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So, what happens? 
Part of an occasional discussion on writing fiction 
by Karen Batchelor, Redwood Writers Past President 
  
            Why do we listen to stories? Read books?  Watch movies? Because we want to know 
what happens. And if you want readers to continue reading, something must happen in your 
story. In real life I, and most of my friends, would prefer that daily routines not be 
interrupted by terrible, catastrophic, or even uncomfortable situations. In fiction it is 
necessary. 

            Reading my earliest stories is kind of like watching a sleeping cat—flat line interest.  
            In writing, my tendency, and many others, is to play it safe, probably out of a fear of revealing too much. And 
because I am overly cautious at first, I have to revise and rework stories over and over again until the characters have 
sufficient opportunities to gain or lose something of value.  
            Something must happen, but what?  
            What’s at stake? In To Kill a Mockingbird, it’s the life of an innocent man. In The Odyssey, it’s a traveler trying to 
return home. In Mission Impossible, it’s catching the bad guy. In Jack London’s short story “To Build a Fire” a man 
attempts to survive the frozen Yukon Territory. High stakes indeed, but many stories do not require such high-minded 
ideas on the table. Smaller stakes are appropriate: Does s/he get the date? The job? Finish the project on time? Even in 
children’s books, there is something at stake. In one I recall, a dog is looking for her pup. The stakes depend on the genre 
and intended audience. 
 Even in popular fiction—thriller, romance, mystery—where we know the general outcome (crisis averted, lovers 
unite, mystery solved), interest helps us to suspend disbelief on our way through the story because we want to know 
just how the issues get resolved. And, although important, the stakes are not the only critical part of this equation.  
            What are the challenges? Example: A twenty-something woman moves into an apartment and notices that a 
handsome young man lives next door. She goes over, introduces herself, they start dating, and eventually they get 
married. Not very exciting, is it? We need some barriers on the path to wedded bliss. 
            If that example above is my basic first draft, the next step is to ramp up the tension. There are many ways to do it. 
The young woman could be fleeing from a jealous ex-boyfriend. Maybe he is married. Maybe they are from different 
ethnic backgrounds and their parents would object. Surely you can think of better story lines to challenge this young 
woman. 
            Caution: Too much can be exhausting. The opposite of watching a cat sleep is being chased by a roaring lion. 
When I feel the story is too “tame,” I sometimes add more and more challenges on the path to resolution. This time the 
reader doesn’t fall asleep; instead he stays on heightened alert.  
            The key is to balance the scenes—some with little happening and others with a lot. I must engage the reader, but 
not overwhelm him.         *** 
 
 Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories, essays, and professional articles. She is co-author of eight 
textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View College was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006. Her work has 
appeared in Sanskrit, The Contemporary West, Diverse Voices Quarterly, Career Education, Wide Open, CWC Literary 
Review, and other literary journals. She won an Honorable Mention in a Writers Digest Contest and was a finalist in a 
Glimmer Train contest in 2008. She also won two online contests with wordsfordollars. 

 

Redwood Writers 
WordPress Training Workshop 
June 16th, 9:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
Petaluma Senior Center 

211 Novak Dr., Petaluma 
This WordPress training is geared for 
beginners. 
Taught by RW member Blake Webster 
See flyer near the end of this newsletter. 

Redwood Writers 2012 
Play Festival 
June 29th-30th and July 1st 
At the Sixth Street Playhouse, Santa Rosa 
See the nine winning plays of the 
2012 RW Playwriting Contest performed. 
 
Info: www.redwoodwriters.org  7 
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Member News 
Jeanne Miller's novel, Vacation, has been accepted by Last Light Studio and will be released in 
2013.  
Based in Boston, Last Light Studio is a collaborative micropress dedicated to publishing literary 
works of art—brilliant fiction framed in compelling stories—for readers who love books.  

 
RW Members,  
I sold an article about airships to Strange Horizons, which is a professional sci-fi magazine. It's 
tentatively slated for the end of April. You can read it at http://strangehorizons.com.   
Read "Trapped Star" in Beauty Has Her Way (Jan 2011) and  
"Immunity Project" in Defending the Future IV: No Man's Land (May 2011) 
both from Dark Quest Books. —Ann Wilkes www.annwilkes.com 

 
 
Lenore Hirsch has a new website, www.lenorehirsch.com as well as a column on education in the 
Napa Valley Register, second and fourth Mondays in the Attachments section 
(www.napanews.com). 
 

 
 
Sandy Baker and Tom Reed, co-authors of The Tehran Triangle, celebrated at their 
March 29th book launch at the Omelette Express in Windsor. Though a work of fiction, 
the story of an Iranian plot to build a nuclear bomb in El Paso is woven throughout  
The Tehran Triangle with scientific facts, political history, and current events. Baker 
and Reed hope readers will ask, "Is this possible?" 
 

 
 
I will be doing poetry readings in May and early June at the following times and venues: Thurs, May 
24th at 7:30 p.m. Many Rivers books, 130 S. Main St., Sebastopol, Ca. 
Sun., June 3rd, at 4pm: Book Passage, 51 Tamal Vista, Corte Madera, Ca.—John Miatech 

 
 
New Redwood Writers member Sharon Vinay was pleased to have radio 

interviews broadcast during the past two months. The live interviews were broadcast on March 
26th, April 2nd, April 9th, April 16th, and April 23rd. Her final interview in this series will be on 
April 30th.  
                These interviews were hosted by Ashford Social Media in New York. To listen to Sharon’s 
interviews, check the website: www.ashfordradio.com.  When you get to the website, go to 
"Studio" and click on “studio A.” Go to search and type Sharon Vinay. Once that site comes up, 
look for her name. It will appear along with other individuals.  You will hear Sharon talk about her 
life and her first book, Elizabeth Taurus of the Palaya People: The Beginning.  Enjoy what Sharon 
has to share about her first book, along with a bit of her current story/sequel. 

 
 My short story “Following Orders” was published in the 4th issue of Exclusive 
Magazine, an online magazine.  Here’s the link: exclusive4.weebly.com/fiction.html . 
  The Point Reyes Light has published another one of my stories, this one called “Out 
For A Drive” in their April 12, 2012 edition. Thank you, Tess! (She’s the editor.) 
—Susanna Solomon www.susannasolomon.com 
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 For the first time, I attended the highly-praised Mount Hermon Christian Writers' 
Conference March 30 - April 3. There, I reconnected with an old friend and critique group member 
from more than 25 years ago, met editors from the largest Christian publishing houses in the U.S., 
and visited with magazine editors and agents in a casual, friendly atmosphere. 
  And I signed with a well-respected agent who has decades in the business and knows 
Christian publishing inside and out in both the U.S. and Canada. He's already contacting publishers 
about my biblical novella: The Day After and The Day After That. The Day After describes what the 
women in Jesus' life did during the 48 hours immediately following his crucifixion. 
 Now I'm just trying to recover from all the wonder and excitement.—Sunny Lockwood 

 

 
Natasha Yim's new ten-minute play, "The Next Great American 
Novel" will be produced at Mendocino College's New Plays 
Festival on May 18 and 19, 8 pm.  Natasha will also be teaching a 
"Craft a Story" kids writing workshop and a writing workshop for 
adult writers  (details to be announced soon!) at the 5th Annual 
Mendo LitFest, Saturday May 19th at Mendocino Community 
College, 
http://www.mendocino.edu/tc/pg/6228/about_litfest.html. On 
May 10, Natasha will be presenting and signing Cixi, The Dragon 
Empress at Books Inc. Laurel Village in San Francisco at 6 pm., 
along with other authors of books in the Dastardly Dames series 

(Goosebottom Books). She will be presenting, along with publisher, Shirin Yim Bridges at 
the Foster City Library on May 26, 12:00 - 12:30. If you're close to any of these venues, come and say 'Hi'. 

 
Hello RW Members, especially POD authors: 
  I wanted to share my story in case you missed it in the March 
newsletter - Member News http://redwoodwriters.org/wp-
content/uploads/RWNewsletterMarch12.pdf 
  As print on demand (through CreateSpace) author - I got to 
live the fairy tale!  
  My book was seen by a publisher - in Brazil! It is now being 
published in Portuguese, making me an international author. 
 All that I had read about POD warned me about not being able to 

do both: print on demand and using a regular publisher, but I proved them wrong.  
 I just focused on writing the best book I could, getting LOTS of feedback, and using six 
beta readers at the end, and it all paid off.—Jan Ogren, author of Dividing Worlds, www.JanOgren.net 

 
Please welcome these new Redwood Writers members: Ray Anderson, Amrita Skye Blaine, Robert M. Shafer, and  
Valerie Serrano.—Julie A. Winrich, RW Membership Chair 

 

POET MOLLY FISK—AT A COMPUTER NEAR YOU! 
 Mention Molly Fisk in a roomful of poets and their faces light up in recognition of a remarkable world renown 
poet, a generous teacher, and winner of multiple fellowships and prizes. On May 12, she will lead a day-long workshop 
sponsored by Book Passage of Marin, for women on “A Voice of Your Own.” Check: www.bookpassage.com for more 
information. Molly’s most recent book is The More Difficult Beauty. 
 Molly has produced a brief workbook on “How to Make Peace with Your Inner Critic.” You may obtain a free 
copy by request: molly@mollyfisk.com. This will place you on her mailing list for future notifications. 
 From Molly: The inner critic is “…the inner voice that speaks to you unkindly as you’re setting out to write. It 
may not even be overtly critical, but it questions what you’re up to and seeds your mind with doubt.”  In a series of 
writing prompts, you will find the ways and means of dealing with that onerous critic that sometimes brings your self-
doubt to raging consciousness.—Arletta Dawdy,  http://arlettawrites.wordpress.com/   9
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    Poetry Place 
 

 Upon the Fields of Talawind 
 —Karen McMillen (2002) 
 
 
I dread the day I know is coming, 
with pounding hooves no longer running 
upon the fields of Talawind. 
This is a place for spirits set free, 
where horses have taught what it is to be me; 
if I just take the time, if  I just try to see. 
 
Long ago I’d awake to that incredible sight, 
of foals who came forth out of the night; 
eyes bright and trusting, on shaky legs thrusting,  
straining toward life. 
Each one a bright promise, each one a treasure, 
each new lesson learned  compounding  my pleasure. 
 
Who knew they’d grow up and have to be sold. 
Who would have believed it, even if told. 
Each sale a heartbreak—each sale a measure 
of how much I loved them and would always treasure, 
the life-lessons learned with love and trust earned 
upon the fields of Talawind. 
 
Though they’ve left this place where they got their start, 
they will forever hold a place in my heart. 
Though they’ve left long ago and some may have traveled 
far, 
their memories in my mind tell me exactly how they are. 
 
And if I close my eyes and concentrate with all my might 
when my world is fast asleep,  cradled in the arms of  night, 
I hear each and every one of them, 
heads up, tails high, hooves pounding on the run. 
Returning home once more to gallop a familiar score 
upon the fields of Talawind. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Worm 
—Edytha Ryan, 2012 
 
 
I stepped over a worm 
churning on the sidewalk 
following a spring rain 
 
Trapped on concrete 
it writhes 
exposed to harsh elements 
unable to find soil 
 
I could place it on the lawn 
end the struggle 
end its suffering  
 
I turn and stoop 
carefully lift 
the pink worm 
to the green grass 
 
I watch my hand 
place it gently 
then leave 
 
All is well 
now 
with the worm 
and me. 
 

 
 
Editor’s Note: Poetry Place is now a regular 

feature in the newsletter. Each 
month a poem or two will be 
selected 

 to be printed in the 
newsletter. Poems will be 
chosen based on the space 
available. Send one poem per 

person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 
Shorter poems work best.  
Send poems as a Word document attachment 
to:  
Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor, 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10

th
 of 

the  
month to be included in the following month’s 

issue.     10 
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Announcements 
 WE Writers of Napa Valley present: 
Program and Open Mic 
The public is invited to hear featured reader 
Lenore Hirsch 
Sunday, May 6, 2012 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 Copperfield’s Bookstore 
 3900-A Bel Aire Plaza, Napa 

  Come early to sign up for a turn at the mic. Readings are limited to five min. 
For more information contact: www.napavalleywriters.org 
In photo (L to R.): Christina Julian, Patsy Ann Taylor, Deise Dubois, Barbara Toboni, Amber Lea Starfire 

 
 Diane H. Davis is offering on Sunday, May 27th from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. a fun pre-father's 
day get together for “teams of two" - parent/tween, parent/teen, or friend/friend - to create a 
poem/tribute to Dad. It is sponsored by the Community Outreach Program of Davis Publishing 
for the low team rate of $15, which covers refreshments and materials. Be surprised how much 
fun "team" work can be. Call Diane to register, 664-8656. 
 Davis Publishing publishes local writers on self-help topics that are timely and of general 
interest. A Guide Sheet and editing help is available to assist in developing your book--almost 
everyone has some hard-won knowledge that could be organized and shared: 
www.davis_publishing.biz  
  

 Davis Publishing Anniversary:   
 Trying to establish a specialty publishing company has been interesting and challenging. In March I rereleased 
Lucky Is As Lucky Does at ten retail outlets, and 31 copies sold. 
 I started selling the small-formatted and insightful fiction books in 2008. I have published three 
other authors besides myself: Hank Mattimore, Louise J. Belle, and Alan E. Adams. It's all local to 
Sonoma County, and I call it neighbor helping neighbor. 
 Davis Publishing will be celebrating four years with the "2 for 1" May 21st release of the Father's 
Day feature A Father's Natural High;  for the usual $3.99, the buyer also gets a copy of Your Heart 
Knows the Truth. 
 If you are interested in expanding your local platform and want to create a small-format book for me to publish 
(and offer to Sonoma County), call me at 707-664-8656 or check out my website www.davis-publishing.biz   
—Diane H. Davis 

 
Dine with Local Authors! 
 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave.  
Santa Rosa  
Monday, May 14 6-8 p.m. 
Six authors will read from their 
books. 

Wine & Dine With Local Authors! 
Redwood Cafe 
Tuesday, May 22 6-8 p.m. 
8240 Old Redwood Hwy., Cotati 
Six authors will read from their books 
Mona Mechling/MC 
email: info@jeaneslone.com to receive a flyer 

 
 Writers Forum of Petaluma — May 17, 2012, 7:00 pm to 9:00 p.m. 
 Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma. $15 at the door. 

 Ransom Stephens  —  The Writers Toolbox: The irony of effective dialog 

  Dialog brings characters to life, but it’s tricky. If we write the way people talk, the dialog feels 
flat and ironically artificial. Dialog can be used to convey character and motivate plot but must be done 
carefully. The solution is simple:  When two people talk, they aren’t both having exactly the same 

conversation.                          (Continued)  11   
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With plenty of fun examples and exercises, Ransom teaches you how to write fresh, crisp dialog that resonates character 
and keeps stories moving.    
  Ransom Stephens is a novelist, science writer, speaker, and physicist. He’s written over 300 articles on 
impossible subjects like quantum physics and parenting teenagers, produces events for Litquake, and co-produces two 
literary series. His first novel, The God Patent, was “the first debut novel to emerge from the new paradigm of online 
publishing” according to the SF Chronicle and has spent over a year on several top ten lists. His second novel, The 
Sensory Deception, is forthcoming. Marlene Cullen,  www.thewritespot.us . 

 

A Memoir Discussion and Writing Workshop about Mother, based on 

the acclaimed anthology, Wisdom Has a Voice: Every Daughter’s Memories of Mother 
May 12, Saturday—just one day before Mothers’ Day! 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
The Sitting Room: A Community Library 
2025 Curtis Drive, Penngrove, CA 
Cost:  $45 (which includes a copy of the book) 
If you already own the book, fee is $30. 
This workshop is a chance to meet with Kate Farrell, editor of the recently published Wisdom 
Has a Voice: Every Daughter’s Memories of Mother anthology, and two of the contributing 
authors, Ana Manwaring and Barbara Toboni. 
Join us for a discussion of the ever-fascinating question of what we all learned from our 
mothers, using several of the anthology memoirs as starting points. 
After working with some guiding questions, there will be time for doing some writing and for sharing in small groups.  
More about the Sitting Room and for directions: www.sittingroom.org 
More about the Wisdom Has a Voice project and to sign up visit:  www.wisdomhasavoice.com 
Or email: catharine.farrell@comcast.net 
Snacks and drinks included                                          
Registration limited 

 

Social Media Workshop 
Redwood Writers Vice President Frances Caballo will be offering a Social Media Workshop on 
June 2, 2012 
This workshop will be held from 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Best Western Plus Wine Country Inn 
and Suites, 870 Hopper Ave., Santa Rosa. We will be in the board room, a very comfortable 
setting with executive seats. Class size is limited to 7 so register now! 
Expand Your Online Reach with Social Media 
In this beginning to intermediate level workshop, you will explore the potential of the big three 
social media networks: Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. 
Those not yet registered on social media channels may come too. Signing up is easy. 

Bring your laptop, if you have one, and a good supply of curiosity. If you don’t have a laptop, bring a notebook and pen. 
Early-bird registration is $55 if I receive your check by May 11. After that date, the cost is $65. Send a check to: Frances 
Caballo, 1450 Maureen Drive, Santa Rosa, CA  95407. Make your check payable to Act Communications. 

 

SAY IT WITH “THE FIRST 70” 
 Last year, Joyce Krieg of the Central Coast branch and I spent a wonderful afternoon at Jack London State Park. 
As you know, it’s on the closure list.  More recently I visited the California Mining and Mineral Museum in Mariposa – 
the state’s official collection, the largest state mineral collection in the US, also slated for closure. Altogether, 70 state 
parks will very likely close. 
 But we have just been handed a superb opportunity to do something that would have a positive impact while 
dramatically increasing CWC visibility.        
 Between April and July, branches have the chance to host regional screenings of the new “The First 70.” The 28-
minute documentary combines breathtaking footage with interviews of people working to keep state parks open. You 
can find the trailer online at http://vimeo.com/32192929. (continued)    12   
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 To generate public awareness, the filmmakers have offered “The First 70” at no charge to groups able to show it 
in their communities. If your branch would like to pursue the invitation, contact Linsey Fredenburg-Humes, Grassroots 
Manager, California State Parks Foundation, Linsey@calparks.org (Website http://www.calparks.org/,  Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/calparks, Twitter http://twitter.com/calparks. 
 Jack London did so much for us. For California. For the West. Getting behind “The First 70” could help us return 
the favor while putting us in the public eye. 
 On another note, don’t forget our annual potluck picnic on Saturday afternoon, July 21. In the words of CWC 
president Bob Garfinkle, it “continues the glorious tradition that Jack London and his literary pals began over 100 years 
ago with informal outdoor literary salons … on the lands that are now Oakland's 500-acre Joaquin Miller Park.” 
 Good luck and sail on!—Donna McCrohan Rosenthal, PR chair, pr@calwriters.org . 

 
Jerry Pinkney, Guest Lecturer 

“A Sense of Place Real and Imagined” 
The 16th Annual Effie Lee Morris Lecture 

May 15, 2012 
Tuesday 5:00 p.m.  Reception and book signing: Main, San Francisco Public Library 

Lower Level Latino/Hispanic Meeting Room 
6:00 pm Lecture: Koret Auditorium 

                                                                                                            
Presented by Children & Youth Services, Fisher Children’s Center & African American Center 
Supported by the Friends of the San Francisco Public Library and 
The San Francisco Chapter of the Women’s National Book Association 
  
All Programs at the SF Library are free. 
Drawing of door prizes: Jerry Pinkney collectible books at end of program—Must be present to win! 
 100 Larkin St. (at Grove)  (415) 557-4277   sfpl.org 
*Winner of the Caldecott Medal, 2010 and Caldecott Honor Award five times in 2003,2000,1995,1989, 1988—among 
others!—Submitted by Kate Farrell 
 

 

The Redwood Writer     editor@redwoodwriters.org 

Deadline is the 15th of each month 
P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Editor: Robin Moore 
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita J. Martin  
Copy Editor: Arlene Miller 
Copy Editor: Farrell Winter 
Member in the Spotlight Editor: Osha Hayden 

Redwood Writers Contests: 

Sci-Fi Contest deadline: July 15th, Ann Wilkes, Chair 

 
Mystery-Thriller Contest deadline: Sept.15th, Deborah Taylor-French, Chair 

 
Young Adult Contest deadline: Oct. 15th. Chair: Natasha Yim   
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 Author Support Group 
Join us to chat about your writing life; to listen to others; to share 

resources and ideas. We meet in the Empire Room at the Flamingo 

Hotel every month at 1p.m. before the General Meeting. The goal 

of these free meetings is to further our craft. Topics will include: 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, sci/fi and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or 
participating in new or existing groups. 
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Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San 

Francisco and raised in Marin County. After 

college, she worked for several California law 

enforcement agencies. She retired after 35 years 

and uses her experience to write thrillers based 

on the rich and textured life of the people behind 

the badge. Read more at 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com/ 

 

Facilitator Chair: Amber Lea Starfire is Editor and Publisher. 

She writes fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and is a freelance 

editor. She has an M.A. from Stanford University in Design & 

Development of Educational Programs as well as a B.S. from 

University of San Francisco in Organizational Behavior. Her 

mission is to empower others to make meaning of their 

lives, achieve their creative and expressive potentials, and 

tell their stories, by helping them access their inner wisdom 

and creative power through the act of writing. Contact 

Amber at http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact 
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            REDWOOD BRANCH OF THE CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB   

2012-2013 RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP FORM  

 Please Fill out -- Print/Type 
NOTE: IF INFORMATION SAME AS IN 2011-2012 ROSTER, FILL OUT DATE, 

NAME; WRITE "SAME" & CHECK APPROPRIATE RENEWAL BOX. 

DATE:  For More Information: www.redwoodwriters.org. 
Name:  
Address:  
City & Zip Code:  
Phone Number:   2nd Phone Number:  
Email Address:   
Website and/or Blog:   
Facebook: are you on?  Yes  No Under what Name:  
eScrip: Have you joined?  Yes  No  Want more information about it? 
Are you 35 years old or under:Yes:  No:  (If Yes, an RW Ambassador will contact you) 

$45 annual renewal is enclosed for  Active,  Associate or   Supporting Memberships. 
 I have sufficient publications to change from Associate to Active Membership.  Here's a list (the titles) of 
3 publications from magazine articles, poems, production of plays, literary awards, online publications within 3 
years OR one book within 10 years, including dates of publication, publishers name, and any other pertinent 
information. 

1.  

2.  

3.  
_____I wish to change from Supporting (limited to 3 consecutive years) to Associate or Active.    
  Attached please find writing sample-- one or two pages and/or where can find online. 
_____$15 for Student Membership (age 8-22 or older with proof of full time enrollment). 
 $15 annual renewal for Emeritus Membership. 
 $25 annual renewal for Patron Membership. 
 $20 annual renewal for Joint Membership.  I'm a member of the ___________Branch. 
 $675 for Lifetime Membership (Open to Active Members Only). 

Opt-out Option –-Please withhold my listing from the published roster. 
 

Mail check, form, (samples if necessary) to:  Membership Redwood Writers, P. O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 
95402. 
 
OR use the Buy Now Button online at our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
and email the above information & samples to: membership@redwoodwriters.org.  
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