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From Published to Prized:
An Inside Look at Book Award Contests 

Award-winning author Katy Pye will 
share highlights of her publishing process and 
insider tips into awards contests – how 
recognition can make a difference in your 
publishing experience, and even boost sales. Join 
Pye when she appears at the next Redwood 
Writers general meeting on Sunday, Aug. 10 from 
2-5 p.m. at the Flamingo Hotel, 2777 Fourth St., 
Santa Rosa. Admission is $5 for members, $8 for 
nonmembers.  

Contest awards, local to national, are one 
public measure that assesses the quality of your 
work. Like a light switch, awards illuminate 
opportunities and let you shine above the crowd. 

Katy Pye calls herself an “evolver.” Born 
and raised in a Northern California farming town, 
she sold bearings, belts, and chains to farmers, 
owned a catering and cooking school business, 
earned a college degree at 42, and is a wife and 
mother. Retired executive director of a California 
Resource Conservation District, she moved to the 
Mendocino Coast and built one form of 
environmentalism into another. 

Launched in April 2013, Pye’s Elizabeth’s 
Landing is a self-published, debut novel. The 
book is enjoying top reviews from young people 
and adults, including support from award- 
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winning authors, Catherine Ryan Hyde and David 
Corbett. The novel has earned three international 
book awards: Writer’s Digest’s 2013 Self-
Published e-Book Awards, First Place in Fiction; 
Nautilus Book Awards, Silver in Young Adult 
Fiction; and Next Generation Indie Book Awards, 
Gold for Children/Juvenile Fiction.  

An active member of the writing 
community, Pye has dual membership in the 
California Writers Club Mendocino and Redwood 
branches and serves on the board of directors for 
the Mendocino Coast Writers Conference. For 
more information about Pye, go to katypye.com. 

To prepare for the meeting’s presentation,  
click, download, and print: 

BOOK AWARD CONTEST RESOURCES 

BOOK AWARD CONTEST LOG 

Links to these forms are also available at 
redwoodwriters.org. 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Where Strangers Become Family 
By Janice Rowley 

 
Do you remember your first Redwood Writers’ meeting?  How about 

the sweaty palms and stomach knots on the drive to your first Redwood 
Writers’ Salon where you were determined to read?  Or that poem you 
wrote as an assignment in writing class and took to Open Mic and read, 
glancing up between verses to find an encouraging smile in the eyes and on the lips of  Michelle Wing? 

Oh, right, that’s me; but, each of you has surely had a Moment, unforgettable because you found family.  
My Moment occurred on Sunday, July 14, 2013, when I attended my first Redwood Writers’ meeting.  This 
wasn’t just any meeting.  This was the annual Author’s Launch.   

 I listened as Robbi Sommers Bryant read from Dream, Laura McHale Holland from The Ice Cream 
Vendor’s Song, Helen Sedwick from Coyote Winds, Nina Tepedino from If You Lived in Sam’s Neck, and 
the other talented, published authors of that year.  How intimidating and inspiring they all were for someone 
who had only dreamed of one day being able to say “I’m a writer.”  This, especially, for a woman on the 
edge of her seventh decade. 

Leaving the Flamingo that afternoon, I tingled, literally.  I wanted more. I am not an extrovert, don’t want 
to be the center of attention even at my own birthday party, but this new urge to be a part of something larger 
felt so right and spurred me on to the July 27 Open Mic.  The sense of belonging, of family, guided my hand 
to the sign-up sheet that day and I read my poem “I am Gray.”   

Encouraged and confident, I pressed on.  August 18 I joined a nurturing and hungry group at the 
Redwood Writers’ Salon at Karen McAuliffe’s amazing home in Sebastopol.  I felt cocooned, part of the 
family.  I laughed aloud at Susanna Solomon’s reading from what is now her published Point Reyes Sheriff’s 
Calls. Braver now, I read a couple of writing class exercises to smiles, applause, and encouragement.  

With friend and fellow member, Becky Smith, I attended the Sixth Street Playhouse performances of the 
Redwood Writers’ 10-Minute Play contest winners.  I even got to meet the playwrights. Wow!  Now I want 
to write a play. 

From the monthly programs to open mic opportunities at Gaia’s Garden and the library, Hot Summer 
Nights, the Salon, the contests, and so much more, but most of all, for the camaraderie, Redwood Writers 
cannot be beat. 

Redwood Writers gave me so much, in such a concentrated span of time, that it was easy to say yes to 
Karen (Treasurer, at the time) when she asked that I be her Accounts Receivable Clerk.  It was not long after 
that when email after email appeared from Robbi (President) pleading for a Membership Chair volunteer.  
My family needed me . . . what else could I do but say, “I’ll do it.”  The positive response was not quite so 
quick when the Nominating Committee asked that I be on the slate for Vice President, but between Linda 
Reid and Osha Hayden, I was convinced – after all, I’m family. 

There is something or someone at Redwood Writers for all who come in need of a writing family.  I have 
yet to experience all that is available; that may well take the rest of my life.  Take a closer look at the 
website, scroll through all the pages, and don’t miss an inch of this comprehensive and timely newsletter.     

Everyone should have such a family.  You are welcome to join mine. 
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At the Redwood Writers general meeting on Sunday, July 13th, eighteen authors presented 
their newly published novels, poetry books, essay collections, memoirs, and more to a crowd 
of enthusiastic readers. Check out the pictures below. More photos can be seen scattered 
throughout the newsletter and at our Facebook page at facebook.com/RedwoodWriters . 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

DMITRI MORNINGSTAR 

    
 

By Jan Ögren 
 
When I came to my first Redwood Writers 

meeting almost four years ago, Dmitri was the first 
familiar, smiling face I saw.  We had been training 
together in Aikido for over a year and I knew he 
was a writer, but I hadn’t realized what a deeply 
creative person he was until our paths intersected at 
the RW meeting.  

Dmitri has been writing almost all of his life.  
He says it has always been the only way he can 
really express himself. 

He spent the 60s and 70s doing political work 
against the war in Vietnam by producing folk 
music in concerts and coffee houses.  I have heard 
a few of these stories and am impatiently 
anticipating his memoir of those times. It was an 
extraordinary time and Dmitri was in the heart of it, 
having rich experiences and knowing and working 
with musicians like Pete Seeger.  

Needing some money to live on, he joined the 
Carpenters’ Union in 1977, and worked as a builder 
for almost ten years.  Not wanting to become 
totally disabled from such hard physical work, he 
went to the JC here in Santa Rosa for 3 semesters 
learning drafting and has been designing custom 
homes and remodels since 1983. 

 

He feels writing and designing homes are very 
similar in that they each come from the creative 
side of our brains and each is a most intimate 
experience.  Primarily, as a residential designer, 
he works alone, with some help from his clients 
and consultants.  Writing is a solo profession as 
well, with some help from his characters.  In his 
world, the structural form of writing and designing 
are actually the same since both must have a good 
foundation, and strong walls to hold up a 
protective roof.  Both professions invite us to take 
an empty space and wrap it in a solid composition 
of materials, be they words or lumber.  In the end, 
each is a work of art to be shared with all who 
care to read, view, walk through, or experience 
through their own interpretation.   

Dmitri’s contribution for the 2014 Anthology is 
called "The Language of Love."  It is based on a 
true event, which, in fact, is a miracle.  He is 
thrilled to have been chosen and looks forward to 
many more of his writings being published.  In 
addition to his memoir, he’s writing stories about 
the three Maine Coon cats he’s had in his life 
since 1975.  Some of their ‘tails’ are fiction, but 
most are nonfiction events that are so amazing, 
they seem like fiction to those who have never had 
the joy of Maine Coon cat company. 

You can learn more about Dmitri at 
www.SustainableResidentialDesign.com.  
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I am thrilled and honored to once again be chairing the Young Adult 

and Middle Grade Fiction contest. Many thanks goes to Mira Reisberg of 
Hummingbird Literary for generously donating a 10-page manuscript 
critique as our Grand Prize, and to our fabulous judges, Shirin Bridges, 
Laura Atkins, and Susan Lyn McCombs for participating on our judges’ 
panel. 

   This year, based on feedback after our 2012 contest, we are 
broadening our scope to include middle grade fiction as well. Oftentimes, people think of chapter books, 
middle grade and young adult as genres in juvenile literature. However, they’re categories. Under each 
category, you can have genres: science fiction, adventure, mystery, dystopian, romance, etc. The latter is 
more for young adult though. Agent Mary Kole once said, “You can have crushes in middle grade, but not 
full-blown romances.” Hence, as with genres, there are rules and guidelines for each category and what will 
fall under middle grade or young adult. 

   To know in which category your story best fits, consider these general rules: 
 
CHARACTERS 

• Middle Grade (MG) — protagonist should be between the ages of 8 - 13. 
• Young Adult (YA) — protagonist should be between the ages of 14 - 18.  

 
   These age parameters are approximate. Juvenile literature is often categorized in bookstores by content 

rather than strictly age of the character. For example, you can have a YA with a 13-year old protagonist. 
 
CONTENT 

• MG — simpler plot and subplots than YA. Characters still have a certain innocence. No drugs, sex, or 
smoking. Crushes on opposite sex okay; no full-blown romances. 

• YA — content widely varies. Anything goes in YA these days. Edgier content such as drugs, sex, and 
violence have to be handled tastefully, and not be in the story simply for shock value or simply because 
you think this attracts teens.  

• Hook your readers on the first page (or at least by the second). No backstory, long-winded descriptions, or 
dialogue that doesn’t go anywhere. Remember, you’re competing with TV, video games, and apps, so it’s 
important to keep teens and middle grade readers turning the pages.  
 
DIALOGUE 

• Dialogue should be appropriate for the age of your characters. Make sure your 9 year old protagonist is not 
talking like a 14 year old unless she’s very precocious and this is part of your story.  

• Avoid using a lot of slang. Teen slang changes frequently and with the length of time it takes for books to 
be written and produced, the slang may have changed by the time your book comes out.  

• Same with cultural references: Rihanna may be hot today but someone else would most likely take her 
place two years from now. Kids are about the here and now, so avoid dating yourself. 

• If you get the opportunity, hang out in places where teens or middle-graders hang out and listen to their 
conversations to get a sense of how kids talk.  
 
    

KIDLIT 
CORNER 

 
 

Submission tips for young adult  
and middle grade fiction contest 

By Natasha Yim 
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Reading other writers who write in your category or genre is always a good way to assess what’s being 

published in today’s market and how to handle certain topics. Here are some middle grade and young adult 
authors to check out: JK Rowling (if you’ve already read the Harry Potter series, read it again; Rowling is a 
master of plot and character), Rick Riordan, Kate DiCamillo, Laurie Halse Anderson, John Green. I have not 
read these YA authors, but my 14 year old eats up their books (you can’t get a better endorsement than 
that!): Veronica Roth, Cassandra Claire.  

  I hope to see your wonderful MG and YA stories in the contest! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proud authors show off their newly published works  
at the 2014 Redwood Writers Author Launch. 

 

Natasha Yim is the author of two picture books and two children's 
biographies: OTTO'S RAINY DAY (Charlesbridge Publishing, 
2000), CIXI, THE DRAGON EMPRESS (Goosebottom Books, 
2011), SACAJAWEA OF THE SHOSHONE (Goosebottom 
Books, 2012) and GOLDY LUCK AND THE THREE PANDAS 
(Charlesbridge Publishing, 2014). She has also written for the 
children's magazines, "Highlights for Children," "Appleseeds," 
and "Faces." Natasha is represented by Karen Grencik of Red Fox 
Literary who is currently submitting a new picture book 
manuscript for her, and she's working on a middle grade novel. 
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two 
will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the 
space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 
Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the 
following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

 

Dreams 
—Alla Crone 
 
You. In the dim of the shadowy light, 
In the realm of an infinite space, 
Peacefully night after wonderful night, 
I study the lines of your face. 
 
Stay. Do not break the enchantment. It seems 
That time has been slumbering too. 
Sleep. I shall gather the whispers of dreams, 
And drift into slumber with you. 
    
 

Dear Notebook, 
 —Belinda Riehl 
 
Dear Notebook, 
As you call out to me to fill your plain-lined pages,  
My hand wants to stroke you with compassion and joy. 
May your lines fill with brilliance and humor. 
May your spiral hold you strongly together 
As I open and close you with every urge to write. 
May my writing be filled with resolution of strife, 
Worked out as a result of thinking—or not, 
But accomplished in spite of my monkey mind. 
May I write squarely and evenly between your lines 
Showing artful formation of my words, 
Not scribbles or jumbles or illegible thoughts. 
Dear Notebook, You won’t be lonely for I will visit you 
often. 
Be ready to take me in. 

Mushroom 
—Lilith Rogers 
 
What amazes me as usual 
is the complete perfection 
of all the beings 
the abundant earth births. 
 
With no intervention 
or interruption on our part 
she easily creates 
this astonishingly beautiful mushroom 
rising up out of the cool earth. 
 
I am so grateful 
to have been allowed 
once again to witness her artistry. 
 

Street Lights 
—Sandy Baker 
 
Mid-summer solstice 
Ends long lazy days 
Fading slowly, inexorably, 
Into long winter nights. 
Late summer streetlights 
Gradually flicker on 
A minute earlier each evening 
Though hardly noticeable 
Nose pressed against the window 
Only I am witness to the magic 
Of seeing street lamps flare 
The exact moment 
When almost-dark 
Suddenly becomes night-lit. 
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Don't forget about the great flyers at 
the end of the newsletter!  

 
 
Michelle Wing will be reading at the 
Aqus Speakeasy Saloon on Wednesday, 
July 30, 7-9 p.m. Guest producers are 
Jeanne Miller, Ana Manwaring, and 
Mark Pavlichek. Other featured readers 
are Daniel Coshnear, Stefanie Freele, 
Shoshana Levenberg, Tanya Egan-
Gibson, and Evan Karp. At Aqus Cafe, 
189 H Street, Petaluma. Free with 
purchase of a book or meal/beverage.  

– Michelle Wing 
 
 

 

 
 
My ten-minute play, "Offing the 
Witness," will be produced as part of a 
short play festival running July 24 through 
Aug. 3 at the Willits Community Theatre, 
and my play, "The Next Great American 
Novel," will be produced at the upcoming 
Short and Sweet New Zealand Theatre 
festival.  – Natasha Yim 

 

 
 
June marked the one-year, paperback 
anniversary of my indie, debut novel, 
Elizabeth’s Landing. In May, it earned 
its third international book award. Now, 
I’m honored to speak at the August 10th 
Redwood Writers members’ meeting. 
During “From Published to Prized,” I’ll 
share my journey, a brief tutorial on 
entering book award contests, and how 
to give your book its best shot at seizing 
the brass ring. – Katy Pye 
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REDWOOD WRITERS SALON  

 “The One That Got Away”  
Travel Tales! 

 

 
 

Wednesday, August 20th  
 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. in Rohnert Park. 

 
Bring your stories and poems to share! 

All members are welcome! 
 

RSVP: Reservations, readings, directions, and 
our potluck dinner 
Contact: Sher Gamard  gmard@redshift.com  

 
 

 
The YWCA Sonoma County is now 

accepting submissions for its fifth annual 
Changing Hurt to Hope: Writers Speak Out 
Against Domestic Violence event. We are 
looking for poetry, short fiction, and memoir, 
among other art forms. Creative responses are 
encouraged. Past participants have 
incorporated art, haiku, slam poetry, music, 
and film. Deadline is Sept. 10. Selected 
authors/submitters will present their works at 
events in Sebastopol, Sonoma, Cloverdale, and 
Santa Rosa in October during Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month. For guidelines or 
questions, write to Michelle Wing at 
wingpoet@gmail.com.  

 

 
 
 Catriona Shafer 

Lauren Edwards 
Francie Aguilera 
Margarite Olmos 
 

Carol Keig 
Marise Perea 
Kenneth Kelly 
David Hooper 
 

Sandy Baker is either hunting for 
hungabirds, or swatting at talkative audience 
members at the 2014 Author Launch. 
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
Featured Readers:  Julie Winrich and Kent Sorenson 

The MC will be Robin Moore 

Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  

Date:  Saturday, July 26 
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: NEW PLACE!  
Gaia’s Garden, 1899 Mendocino 

 
Ave., Santa Rosa 

Monday, August 11 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

Come out and support our authors!  Hear five authors 
read from their books with Q & A from the audience. 

For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through 
our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with many major 
merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 
Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip 
program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 
are signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in 
the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be 
automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. 
The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a 
registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1% to 16% of 
your order from 1,000 name brand merchants with no additional 
cost to you.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button 
on the left side of the page and follow the instructions! 

RedwoodWriters.org 
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 
Dear Redwood Writers, 

I look forward to every second Sunday of the 
month. My husband looks at me crazy when I load 
up all my books and note taking materials and 
head to Santa Rosa for a full day board meeting 
then general meeting for Redwood Writers.  

But I love it.  
I love being surrounded by others in different 

stages and genres of writing. I love hearing what 
insights the speaker has to share with all of us. I 
even love being a part of the board, because it 
means I get to have some say about what goes on 
in this club that I’ve grown to love so much. 

I really resonated with this month’s Vice 
President’s message by Janice Rowley (page 2). In 
it, she described the camaraderie of the club—how 
it feels to look out in the crowd and see familiar 
faces, and how the club starts to feel like family. 

When I first came to Redwood Writers, I felt 
really timid. I knew no one. Sure, there were a few 
names and faces I recognized from their various 
publications or appearances. But friends? Not a 
one. But that didn’t last long. Soon, I was getting 
to know the different writers as individuals, and 
they were getting to know me. I became motivated 
to get involved through different readings and 
events. Eventually, I even began volunteering 
(which is how I became editor of the newsletter, 
as well as the social media princess of the club). 

Are you new? Are you not sure how to get 
plugged in? The first step is to attend the 
meetings. Next, check out some of the events, like 
Dine With Local Authors or the Redwood Writers 
Salon. Third, consider volunteering when a 
position comes available. Soon, you’ll find that 
the club is not just filled with a bunch of people 
who write, but filled with friends. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Anything after this date will be 
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do 
not have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details and a text copy about your writing class or 
event.  
Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 
the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  
Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 
membership meeting. All members welcome.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 
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