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The Author Website:  
Building a site that works for you 

 
A website is a crucial feature of any writer’s 

online platform. But what should an author’s 
website include? Linda Lee will describe the 
essential components of a writer’s website and 
reveal how an accessible website can generate 
interest—and readers. 

Linda’s talk will focus on the elements that 
make an author’s website successful and show 
how writers can make the best use of the Internet 
to promote their books in this new age of self-
publishing. 

Linda Lee is a writer, speaker, educator, and 
website designer who demystifies the online 
experience. Whether you are a novice or veteran 
Internet user, Linda can help you optimize and 
learn how to run and use your website. Linda is 
the founder of Askmepc-Webdesign, “Smart 
Women, Stupid Computers,” and WordPress 
Total Training, a full WordPress training course 
and support membership site for WordPress. She 
offers remote training domestically and 
internationally, helping hundreds of people. Linda 
is also one of the top webinar presenters for 
the Author Learning Center, a division of 
Penguin Publishing. 
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, August 9 
Time:   2:30-5 p.m.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $8/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood Writers 
events and happenings, contest deadlines and 
more? Check out our calendar at 

redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/calendar/
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A Business Model to Avoid 

Sandy Baker, President 
 

The thrill of publishing one’s first book is joyful, a dream 
come true, right? Oh, the anticipation of getting my children’s 
picture book into print and out there in the marketplace! I 
attended lectures, workshops, and conferences to acquire the 
information I needed to become an indie publisher. I’d heard 

horror stories from authors who’d been scammed by vanity presses, paid too much for a web design, or 
didn’t know an ISBN from the BOE or a DBA, POD or LCCN. That would not be me. 

I bought a block of ten ISBN numbers. After all, if one costs $125, 
ten at $250 is more than a bargain. I set up my own Butterfly Books 
imprint and obtained a resale license from the state Franchise Tax 
Board. I was now a sole proprietor ready to do business and offer the 
world my first kid gardening book, Mrs. Feeny and the Grubby 
Garden Gang. This, of course, was after I’d hired an illustrator and 
book designer whose charges will remain undisclosed. 

My book was to be a typical children’s picture book: full color, 32 
pages, 8” x 10”, and hardbound. I priced it at $15.95, in the mid-range 
of this genre. I found a company here in the U.S. that would print 
them, one, ten, or 100 at a time. This is called Print On Demand, and 
the company I chose, after much research and advice, was Lightning 
Source International (or LSI), an arm of the huge Ingram distribution 
company. 

The company would take only 20% of the selling price. Wow, and I 
would get 80%. We’ll round up to $16 for the ease of it. So 20% of 
that price is $3.20, and my 80% is a whopping $12.80. Got it? 

However, the cost of printing the book was and still is $9—which of course comes right out of my 80%. 
So, $12.80 – 9 = $3.80, my “royalty” on the book. That’s actually not unlike the BIG publishing companies’ 
payouts. Not bad, so far. 

Say I consign the book, an agreement that is typically 50-50: the shop nets $8 on a $16 sale and so do I. 
That means I receive $8 for a book that costs $9 to print and forget the royalty. How’s that for a business 
model?  

I decided not to purchase 2000 of them from a printing 
company in Korea or China—I know authors with 1800 of 
them still in their garage. It really IS less expensive to print 
over there, but who needs that many books? 

Granted, children’s full color, hardbound picture books are 
among the most expensive to produce. Turns out that LSI 
doesn’t offer dust jackets nor does it print the title and author 
on the spine. Arrrgh! Are there lessons to be learned here?  

 

Changes are coming in September! 
Beginning with September 13th, our 
new Redwood Writers general meeting 
time will be 2-4:30 p.m., and the non-
member guest fee will be increased 
from $8 to $10. Member fee stays at $5. 
 
 

BOARD BUZZ: 
Oops, Ouch, and Ahh Stories  

Advice from Your Board 
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Redwood Writers Open Mics 
By Robin Moore 

 
Have you written a timely piece or a touching poem? Maybe your work is a 

humorous look at the world. If so, Redwood Writers invites you to come read 
your work aloud at a RW Open Mic session. 

These events are held every month on the fourth Saturday from 2-4 p.m., 
with sign-in time starting at 1:30 p.m. for the Open Mic sessions. Currently, 
these are held at Gaia’s Garden restaurant on Mendocino Avenue in Santa 
Rosa. We ask a time limit of five minutes per reader, (which amounts to about 
500 words). It is not necessary to read a complete story. Just reading a sample 
of your writing or a few poems will be greatly appreciated.  

Can’t make the fourth Saturday of each month? Check out the bi-monthly 
Redwood Salon or the Library Open Mic under the “events” tab on the 
Redwood Writers website: redwoodwriters.org. 

Whether you are new to Redwood Writers or have been with us for a 
number of years, we’d love to have you participate. These events offer a great 
way to meet your fellow poets and writers in a friendly setting. Think you may 
be nervous about reading aloud before a group? These Open Mic events may be the best way to conquer 
those nerves. And when you come, bring a friend. They may read aloud too, 
if they wish. We love to share the fun and entertainment. The Open Mics are 
not restricted to RW members only. 

Have you seen the flyers with our Featured Readers for the Open Mics? 
They open each session with longer readings in which writers share their 
work. Are you wondering how to become a Featured Reader? The best way 
to introduce yourself to us is to start participating in the RW Open Mic events. 

The dates for the next four RW Open Mics are August 22, September 26, October 24, and November 28. 
The featured readers for August will be Jeane Slone and Billie Peyton Settles. We rotate the MC for the RW 
Open Mics between Abby Bologmolny, Dmitri Morningstar and myself. We would all be happy to have you 
join us!  
 
 

Patrice Garrett and Mary 
DeShazo at the Redwood 
Writers Open Mic at 
Gaia's Garden in May.  

From left to right: Thonie Hevron, 
Dr. Richard Perce, Marie Millard, and 
Waights Taylor, Jr. at past Redwood 
Writers Open Mic events. 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

Belinda Riehl 

    
 

by Cristina Goulart 
 

   On her 50th birthday, Belinda Riehl received a 
beautiful poem written about her by a friend. She 
was so moved by this gift and the power a writer 
can have to evoke emotion, she says, “That started 
me writing.”  

Part of Belinda’s retirement plan in 2011 was to 
finish an adult romance novel started ten years 
earlier. However, in January 2014 she was no 
further along. She needed to be around writers, 
taking writing classes, and attending workshops. 
Drawn to Redwood Writers by its slogan, “Writers 
Helping Writers,” she became a member at her 
first meeting. “I am so grateful to have found 
Redwood Writers,” Belinda says. 

Belinda immersed herself in the club’s activities 
and opportunities. Two months after joining, her 
poem “Behind the Eyes” won the Redwood 
Writers Haiku poetry contest. Her poems 
frequently appear in the Poetry Place of the 
newsletter.  She also has become an enthusiastic 
volunteer, helping with meeting registration, the 
Play Festival ticket sales, and assisting the 
treasurer as auditor.  “I recognize that a volunteer 
organization is only as good as the combined skills 
and talents of those who volunteer,” says Belinda. 
“If there is a need that my particular abilities can 
fill, and I am able to spare the time away from 
writing, I am pleased to be able to help.” 

Not long after joining Redwood Writers, 
Belinda was moved to write a memoir. Instead of 
 

working on her romance novel, Belinda wrote the 
story of her mother’s last two years of life and the 
heartbreaking ways her two sisters controlled their 
mother’s care and her finances.  

Belinda’s dedication to her writing is 
praiseworthy. In one year, the first draft of her 
memoir, Behind the Pretty Faces, was in her first-
reader’s hands and a publishing plan was falling in 
place. However, after sharing her draft with the 
one sister with whom she had reconciled, they 
were again estranged.  

Initially, Belinda decided, out of fear of being 
sued by both her sisters, to complete her book but 
make one printed copy for her own bookshelf. She 
has since reconsidered. She says she has received 
so much encouragement from Redwood Writers 
and others who want to read her story, she’s 
planning to rewrite certain chapters and work 
toward publication. She is exploring ways to 
distill the essence of her family’s story into her 
unique version of what happens when siblings 
disagree when faced with a parent’s death. “I feel 
like I need to write something profound about how 
a close-knit family can be torn apart at the end of a 
parent’s life.”   

We’re fortunate to have Belinda’s dedication 
and talent in our club. You can read some of 
Belinda’s poetry and musings at her blog, 
belindariehl.wordpress.com. 

https://belindariehl.wordpress.com/
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two 
will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the 
space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 
Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the 
following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Lusitania  
—Stefan Thomas Boales 
 
Fragile pink roses 
Are drowning at sea 
 
Guarding their blossoms 
So furiously 
 
And slipping beneath 
The towering waves 
 
Pounding their petals 
To watery graves 
 

Highway Home 
—Belinda Riehl  
 
Parked on I-110, snaking the interchange to  

I-105. 
Endlessly flexing and contracting; each car,  

truck, bus, a vertebrae. 
2 mph at 4 p.m. headed to LAX, hoping for  

acceleration on a straight-away. 
 
If that language means nothing, you're lucky. 
You haven't traveled in Los Angeles on the  

way to the airport. 
It’s all about timing—lines mean stress. 
 
It's Friday...end of the week, end of the day.  
At the end of the line, you might be late,  
Or out of luck. 
 
But my glass is half full:  
New bus, good A/C, foot rests,  
Seatbelts, sun shades and tinted windows. 
 
Nearly three hours 'til boarding.  
Home in beautiful Sonoma County tonight.  
Life is good. 
 
 
 
 

Three Horns 
—Lynn Millar 

Notes blasted  
scatter  
and fall. 
Eager ears gather 
breathe in 
out and 
smile back.  
 
 

Mother Earth 
—Nina Tepedino 
 
Your skirts are the clouds you shake to make it rain 
Your red lips are the blossoms from many cultured gardens 
Your hair is braided from the vines encircling the sphere 
Your tears spill forth from the melting ice caps 
Your heart is full of ocean churning and warming waves of worrying, 
like mothers do. 
Your patient prayers giving us time to learn new ways, 
like mothers do.   
 
    
 
 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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Jack London Award Nominee Jeane Slone 

 
Congratulations to Jeane Slone, the Redwood Writers nominee for the 

Jack London Award. A Redwood Writer since 2009, continuing board 
member and past vice president, Jeane has chaired both our annual 
anthology and author launches for three years, our library open mics for two 
years, and a program open to the public called “The ABCs of Writing” at 
four libraries. She’s a member of our speaker team and our liaison to PBS 
TV station KRCB (where she hosts the show “Writer/Speak”). She was the 
chair of  the nominating committee for this year’s new officers. She runs an 
independent program, “Dine With Authors,” and her own Local Authors 
Distribution, both featuring mostly Redwood Writers. Jeane has written 
three historical novels about the women of World War II: She Flew 
Bombers, winner of the 2012 National Indie Book Award; She Built Ships 
During WWII; and She Was an American Spy During WWII. She’s working 
on a fourth book about women journalists during WWII. Jeane’s modesty 
about her accomplishments is evidenced by her comment, “Oh, I don’t do that much for Redwood Writers,” 
when we announced her nomination. She is the ideal volunteer who takes initiative, says “Yes” when asked, 
and is always reliable and effective. She’s a member of the Healdsburg Literary Guild, the Military Writer’s 
Society of America, and the Pacific Coast Air Museum.  

 
Other Accomplishments and Literary Activities: 
 
• MC for monthly event, “Dine With Local Authors.” (Five authors present their books, featuring 

mostly RW authors), 3 years. 
• Host, cable TV show, “Writer/Speak” interviewing authors, 2 years.  
• Author of three historical fictions:  

o She Flew Bombers, finalist of the national 2012 Indie Book Award. Received a grant from 
the Sonoma County Arts Council to MC an oral history panel of former WW II Women Air 
Force Service Pilots at the Santa Rosa Vets Building. This public event had standing room 
only and a DVD was produced. She has produced an audio book of this historical fiction. 

o She Built Ships During WW II is presently being made into an English for Second Language 
Learners workbook. 

o She recently published She Was An American Spy During WW II.  
o Currently writing a historical fiction novel about women war correspondents.  

• Fifteen museums in the United States carry her books.  
• Gives PowerPoint presentations of her books to libraries and organizations all over California. 
• Member, Healdsburg Literary Guild 
• Member, Military Writer’s Society of America 
• Member, The Pacific Coast Air Museum 
• Tutor, Library Adult Literary Program, 7 years 
• Owner, Local Authors Distributor, distributing more than 70 titles in over 13 local shops in Sonoma 

County, featuring mostly Redwood Writers, 3 years. 
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The Journey Anthology from Start to Finish, Part 3:  

From Design to Launch 
By Amber Lea Starfire 

 
This is the final article of a three-part series of articles about 

the conception and birth of the 2015 Redwood Writers anthology.  
 
When I last wrote, all of the pieces selected for this year’s 

anthology had just gone out to our wonderful volunteer editors for 
revision and copyediting — a communication and collaboration 
process that helps to smooth the rough surfaces of the writing and 
make it shine. This year, the team included Michelle Wing, Jan 
Ogren, Patrice Garrett, Jeanne Miller, Margarite Olmos, Kate 
Farrell, John Abbott, Roger Lubeck, Susan Littlefield, and me. 

All of the editors returned the final versions to me by June 15th. 
The next task was to re-read and organize the stories and poems 
into sections that flow, from front to back, into a book that (I hope) 
will take you on a journey in which you can get lost and yet find 
pieces of yourself. 

Once the anthology was organized and the formatting made consistent across all the pieces, the 
manuscript was sent to Jo-Ann Rosen, our interior and cover designer. As of this writing, Jo-Ann and I are 
collaborating on the basic design — the look and feel — of the anthology. We’re discussing fonts, font size 
and line spacing, headings, ornaments, and potential illustrations. Once the interior has been completed, the 
manuscript will be forwarded to Arlene Miller, this year’s proofreader. 

While Arlene is proofing the almost-final copy, Jo-Anne will be working on the cover.  When it is all 
complete, and final corrections made, the manuscript and cover image will be sent to the Redwood Writers 
board for approval. Once approved, the book will be uploaded to CreateSpace, a proof copy ordered and 
reviewed, and — finally — copies ordered for the launch. 

All this brings me to this proud announcement: The launch of our tenth anniversary anthology, Journeys: 
On the Road and Off the Map, will take place on Sunday, September 27th in the Reids’ lovely garden. 

 
 
 
 

What Redwood Writers Means to Me 
 
I just paid my 2nd-year dual membership 
dues. The club means the world to me as a 
newbie writer in English, my second 
language. After 20 disheartening years of 
teaching in San Francisco’s public high 
schools, I was hungry for a sense of 
professional fulfillment. I found Robin and 
Abby’s wonderful Open Mic. My self-
confidence has been shooting through the 
roof as my memoir pieces have been 
selected into Redwood Writers’ anthologies. 
Thanks, Redwood!! – Jing Li 

 

What I’m Reading 
 
Italo Calvino's Six Memos for the Next 
Millennium.  
"Were I to choose an auspicious image for 
the new millennium, I would choose that 
one: the sudden agile leap of the poet-
philosopher who raises himself above the 
weight of the world, showing that with all 
his gravity he has the secret of lightness..."  
 
Let's discuss it on my Facebook page. — 
M.L. Millard.  
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I'm excited to announce that my first novel, Hardpan, will be published August 1st 
using Vellum software. Set in Clark, Wyoming in the mid-1950s, Hardpan tells the 
story of a young ranch family caught in the vicissitudes of the changing American 
West after World War II. A special thanks to Robbi Sommers Bryant, past president 
of Redwood Writers, for her stellar editing of my manuscript.  – Marilyn Skinner 
Lanier 

 
 
 
I’m very pleased to share my good news with my wonderful fellow CWC Redwood 
Writers that my short memoir piece, "My Story as a Grateful American Citizen," has 
been accepted for inclusion in the 2015 Healdsburg Literary Guild anthology. Also, my 
piece will be published on August 16, 2015 in the “Telling Our Stories” anthology, 
Reflections, along with many other authors’ works. – Jing Li 
 

 
Catharine Bramkamp just launched Future Gold, the second book in the “Future Girls” 
series. Future Gold is set in the California Gold Country in 1861 where fortunes were 
made and lives were lost.  Mixing the gritty past with the sleek, virtual based future, 
Future Gold is a thrill ride. Catharine drew heavily from accounts and letters written by 
the women of the Gold Rush. Future Gold highlights the unprecedented freedoms and 
opportunities women had if they could brave the trip out to the gold mines. – Catharine 
Bramkamp  

 
Just released in May, my first novel, The Legend of the Ship Captain's Box, is a unique 
window into 19th-Century America, exemplifying the experiences of the thousands of 
Argonauts who traveled to the California Gold Rush in 1849.  The characters discover how 
life can challenge and consume one’s spirit, as the story weaves through four generations of 
a family. Together, each character must confront his or her own heart and emotions, as the 
story unfolds before them. – Gary Griffith 
 

 
The Sonoma County Poet Laureate project is complete! Digging Our Poetic Roots: 
Poems from Sonoma County, an anthology edited by Poet Laureate Katherine 
Hastings, will launch with a reading and celebration on Saturday, Aug. 29, 7-9 p.m. at 
the Sebastopol Center for the Arts, 282 South High Street in Sebastopol. Three 
Redwood Writers members, Carol Keig, Michelle Wing and Jean Wong, have work in 
the anthology and will appear that night to read their poems. For more information, go 
to the WordTemple site at www.wordtemple.com and click on the Poetry Series tab. 
Free admission. Books will be on sale. – Michelle Wing 
 

http://www.wordtemple.com/
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Two of my poems were recently accepted by the Healdsburg Literary Guild for the 2015 
anthology, Healdsburg and Beyond.  – Teresa Henry 
 
 

 
My first published novel, Trains to Concordia, is now available on Amazon in print 
and ebook formats. The historical novel, based on the riders of the “orphan train,” takes 
place in the late 1800s. It began as a short story, but blossomed into a novel after I 
participated in NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing Month) several years ago. The 
story of Charley O’Brien, his sister Jennie, and their fiery friend, Christina Batachi is a 
coming of age saga written for teens and young adults. I am pleased to say that readers 
of any age can enjoy it. A date for an author launch will be announced. – Marilyn 
Campbell 
 

 
Do you keep an author/writer blog? Would you like to invite more readers to visit your blog? We’re trying 
out a new feature in the Redwood Writers newsletter that puts a spotlight on member blogs, but we need 
your help. If you’ve written or read a blog entry that you want to share with other members, send in a 
synopsis or excerpt from the entry to editor@redwoodwriters.org. Blog submissions are not guaranteed. 
Entries do not have to be about writing, but should be a part of an author/writer blog, and written by a 
Redwood Writers member. Please keep submissions around 75 words. 
 

*** 
 

Ginger, we hardly know ye: Ever wonder why fresh ginger is used so much in Chinese cooking? It’s 
everywhere – stir fry, soup stock, fish marinade, meat glazes. It can be hard to find a recipe that doesn’t use 
this knobby little delight. Most people think fresh ginger tastes good, but the real cooking secret is that fresh 
ginger is a valuable medicinal herb. Read more at GetYourJumpStart.net. – Briahn Kelly-Brennan 
 
Opening Spaces: Imagine you just moved to China or somewhere where English is not the official 
language. What would you do to continue to grow as a writer? How would you reach out to other English-
speaking writers? Those were the questions I had to ponder when I first moved to this country. Hopefully 
this blog will give you some ideas of how to create a space that is nurturing and inclusive of your work no 
matter what country you live in. Read more at mariavictoria.squarespace.com – available in both English 
and Spanish. – Maria De Lourdes Victoria 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
http://getyourjumpstart.net/
https://mariavictoria.squarespace.com/
https://mariavictoria.squarespace.com/english-blog/category/opening-spaces
https://mariavictoria.squarespace.com/english-blog/category/opening-spaces
https://mariavictoria.squarespace.com/blog-espanol/category/abriendo-espacios
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REDWOOD WRITERS  
AUGUST SALON 

 

 
 

“Travel Tales!" 
 

Monday, August 17 
6:30 - 9:30 p.m. in Rohnert Park. 

 
Bring your stories and poems to share. 
Readings are five minutes. All members 
are welcome! 
 
RSVP: Registration, readings, directions, 
and our convivial potluck dinner, 
Contact: Sher Gamard at  
gmard@redshift.com 
 

artFlare, SoCoWomen's Art Group presents 
WORDS and IMAGES: Poets & Artists 

 

 
 
artFlare Gallery: 3840 Finley Ave., Bldg. 33, 
Santa Rosa 
 
ART SHOW ~ three weekends: August 14-16, 
21-23, 28-30.  New Works by Batja Cates, 
Barbara Goodman, Mary Prisland & Nina Ayin 
Reimer. 
 
POETRY ~ three Friday evenings: August 14, 
21, 28. Poets/Artists. Reception: 5:30-6:30; 
Reading 7-9 pm   

 
Aug. 14th: Poets with Books 
Featuring Healdsburg Literary Laureate 2008-9, 
Vilma Ginsberg, plus Sher Christian, Maryann 
Schacht, Marco Tate, David Beckman, Renee 
Owens. Music by Joe Meeker, John Christian 
and Bruce Owens. 
 
Aug. 21st:  Women with Words 
Featuring 2014-16 Sonoma County Poet 
Laureate Katherine Hastings, Bonnie Long, 
Maya Khosla, plus Abby Lynn Bogomolny, 
Jodi Hottel, Phyllis Meshulam, Dianna Grayer. 
Music by Sheridan Gold. 
 
Aug. 28th: Emerging Poets Plus   
Featuring Michelle Wing and Vilma Ginsberg, 
plus Lilith Rogers, Sally Churgel, Jerahmy 
Parsons and open mic emerging poets. Music 
by Patricia Hatfield and Judith Lerner.  
 

mailto:gmard@redshift.com
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YOUR REGISTRATION TEAM  
NEEDS YOU! 

 

 
 
The opportunities with our team:  at each 
monthly RW meeting, about six RW writers—
over about 1 and 1/2 hours—register members 
and guests.  This activity includes staffing two 
tables: handouts and merchandise.  We would 
welcome your participation! 
 
Available?  Please contact Teresa Henry, 
Chair, at teresahenrypoetry@gmail.com for 
answers to your questions and to join the team. 
 
Thank you for being Redwood Writers! 

WORKSHOP 
 

 
 
Saturday, August 29, 2-4 pm: The 
North Bay Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI) 
announces a workshop:  
 
“Turn Childhood Musings and 
Curious Incidents into Published 
Books,” by author David Schwartz.  
 
This meeting will be held at the 
Sebastopol Center for the Arts at 282 S. 
High Street (left side door), Sebastopol, 
CA and is open to the public. Donation 
$10 for members, $20 for non-members 
with pre-registration on-line. $15 for 
members, $25 for non-members at the 
door. 
 
Speaker’s website: davidschwartz.com.  
 
Pre-Register: 
sfnortheastbay.scbwi.org/events/sat-
june-27-2-4-pm-sonoma-county-
meeting-author-steve-cotler 
 
Contact person ctmarkee@gmail.com.  

What Redwood Writers Means to Me 
 
Member since 2013 - Membership has given me 
the impetus for and reward of exploring several 
areas of my life. This has been true for writing 
and reading poetry, editing articles, and forming 
friendships. It is possible to say it has given me a 
compass since relocating to northern California. 
 – Teresa Henry 

 

mailto:teresahenrypoetry@gmail.com
http://davidschwartz.com/
https://sfnortheastbay.scbwi.org/events/sat-june-27-2-4-pm-sonoma-county-meeting-author-steve-cotler/
https://sfnortheastbay.scbwi.org/events/sat-june-27-2-4-pm-sonoma-county-meeting-author-steve-cotler/
https://sfnortheastbay.scbwi.org/events/sat-june-27-2-4-pm-sonoma-county-meeting-author-steve-cotler/
mailto:ctmarkee@gmail.com
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 

 

Featured Readers:  Jeane Slone & Billie Payton Settles 
The MC will be Dmitri Morningstar  

 
Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Date:  Saturday, August 22   
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden, 1899 
Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 
 

Monday, August 10 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
Come out and support our authors!  Hear five authors 
read from their books with Q & A from the audience. 
  
For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through 
our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with many major 
merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 
Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip 
program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 
are signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in 
the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be 
automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. 
The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a 
registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1% to 16% of 
your order from 1,000 name brand merchants with no additional 
cost to you.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button 
on the left side of the page and follow the instructions! 

RedwoodWriters.org 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-members, which includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and related to writing. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political ads, religious ads, or any other ads that are not writing-
related.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

Dear Redwood Writers, 
 This month I asked you to share what being a 

member of Redwood Writers means to you. I only 
received two responses this month, but I chalk that 
up to all of us being busy writers. So I’m 
extending this question to all of you for the 
September newsletter. I hope you’ll share your 
sentiments with me! 

For me, this club has been amazing. However, 
it took me at least a year to figure that out.  

My first year, I attended a few meetings as the 
topic interested me, and then left as soon as the 
meeting was over. I didn’t really know anyone, 
and I was pretty introverted. I considered quitting 
a few times in that first year. I mean, I loved the 
speakers. And it was kind of cool to rub elbows 
with all these established writers. But beyond 
that? I wasn’t really sure what I was getting out of 
it. 

Little by little, though, I started to get more 
involved. I began bringing my books to sell at 
meetings. Through that, I started to get to know 
other members a little bit better as we visited each 
other’s tables. Soon I could match a name with 
each friendly face. It wasn’t long before I was 
approached to become editor of the newsletter and 
a member of the board. This catapulted me 
straight into the heart of Redwood Writers. 

This month I saw solid proof that this club 
really is about “writers helping writers.” I recently 
started a side venture of editing and formatting 
other authors’ books. Through word of mouth 
alone, what I thought would be a hobby is turning 
into a promising and rewarding business that 
complements my life’s passion of writing. 

If you’re new and wondering what this club 
will do for you, stick around. Get to know a few 
people in the club. Attend an Open Mic, take part 
in the Author Support Group, visit author tables at 
the meetings, or volunteer to sit at the 
merchandise table. Get involved. I promise you, 
it’s the best way to get to know other writers, and 
to see exactly how this club will work for you.  

And to all of you veteran members, I look 
forward to hearing your thoughts on being a part 
of Redwood Writers! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m. in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel, 2777 4th Street, 
Santa Rosa, CA. Registration starts at 2:15. (Please 
note: New times apply in September)  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 

 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


 

REDWOOD WRITERS       
NEW MEMBER MEETING 

Shy? Confused? Intimidated? Curious?  

This meeting is to orient new member. BUT, any member who might have questions 
about how to best use the many services that Redwood Writers offers is welcome. 

Our agenda will be to have fun, enjoy wine and food while we discuss opportunities to 
submit work to the Redwood anthologies and contests, how to participate in the Open 
Mic events and Salon, and how to manage communication with other members on the 
Yahoo listserv email system.  

The New Member meetings will be held 5pm to 7pm in a private home on the 
Wednesdays listed below: 

 

September 16, 2015 
November 18, 2015 
January 20, 2016 
March 16, 2016 
May 18, 2016 

August 17, 2016 
November 16, 2016 

 

How to sign up?  
A month before the event, an email notice will be sent to remind you of the date. At 
that time, RSVP by replying to the email and you are on the list. The host’s address 

will be emailed to you when you reply. 

                                                    
                                               Hope to see you there!  
         

Linda L Reid lindalreid100@gmail.com 
   Sandy Baker sandybaker131@gmail.com   

      Jan Rowley RedwoodWritersMembershipChair@yahoo.com 

mailto:lindalreid100@gmail.com
mailto:sandybaker131@gmail.com
mailto:RedwoodWritersMembershipChair@yahoo.com


How to Write a Novel 
in 30 Days

A Guide to NaNoWriMo
                               Every November, writers from all over the world take part 

in National Novel Writing Month, otherwise known as 
NaNoWriMo. During this month, writers set aside their usual 
novel writing process for a much faster way of churning out a 
novel. Through daily word count goals, community support, and a 
touch of insanity, many of these writers reach day 30 with a rough 
draft novel in their hands. Crissi Langwell, who has participated 
and “won” NaNoWriMo for the past 5 years, will guide you 
through the ins and outs of NaNoWriMo, the benefits of writing 
fast, and how to successfully write your own novel in 30 days.

About Crissi Langwell
Crissi Langwell Is a fiction author, the Redwood Writers newsletter 
editor, and offers many book editing and formatting services to other 
authors. In the last two years, Crissi has published 
four novels, three of which were written during 
NaNoWriMo. Crissi lives in Petaluma, CA with her 
husband and blended family of three teenagers, 
and manages to write full-length novels even while 
holding a full-time position at the Press Democrat 
as their Web Producer. You can learn more about 
NaNoWriMo at NaNoWriMo.org, and about Crissi 
Langwell at crissilangwell.com and her author 
services at northcoaststories.com.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club 9/13/15 Meeting www.redwoodwriters.org

Founded 1909
®

September 13th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers Presents: Crissi Langwell

 FLYER DESIGN BY APRIL GREEN

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, September 13th 
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Arrive at 2 
to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org











August
Monday, Aug. 17,  6:30 - 9:30 pm in Rohnert Park

October
Saturday, Oct. 17, 3:00 - 6:00 pm in Sebastopol

December
Friday, Dec. 11, 6:30 - 9:30 pm in Santa Rosa
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