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Book Passage: 
An Open Door for Readers  

& Writers 
 

 
Addressing the many roles today’s bookstore 

plays, Sam Barry of Book Passages is our guest 
speaker at the next Redwood Writer’s meeting, 
and will share about the shop’s Path to Publishing 
Program, a resource for individual writers.  

As a contemporary bookshop, Book Passage 
has to anticipate every sort of literary need, from 
grabbing a paperback or download, to relaxed 
browsing, personally tailored reading lists, self-
publishing, book clubs, author events, and 
community outreach. Barry will show how Book 
Passage’s Path to Publishing program equips 
writers with knowledge in publishing options, 
editing, book design, printing, e-book production, 
distribution, marketing and promotion, and even 
offers writing classes and conferences. 

In the spirit of the holiday season, Barry will 
read from his book, How to Play the Harmonica 
and Other Life Lessons, and perhaps lead us in a 
playful song. 
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Barry is the author services liaison for Book 
Passages Path to Publishing program. A publishing 
professional with 25 years of experience, he has a 
popular blog on Redroom.com, is a contributing 
editor at the literary magazine Zyzzyva, and serves 
on the board of San Francisco’s literary festival, 
Litquake. In addition to being the author of How to 
Play the Harmonica and Other Life Lessons, he is 
the co-author of Write That Book Already! The 
Tough Love You Need to Get Published Now with 
his late wife, Kathi Kamen Goldmark, whose 
novel, Her Wild Oats, was posthumously published 
by Untreed Reads in 2014. Barry edited and co-
authored the interactive e-book Hard Listening: 
The Greatest Rock Band Ever (of Authors) Tells 
All. More information is at www.bookpassage.com.  

 

Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:    Sunday, December 14 
Time:   3-5 p.m. Come at 2:30 to register & mingle 
Where:  Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa ~ Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $8/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Bring your favorite holiday 
treat to the December meeting! 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Giving Thanks 
By Sandy Baker 

 
November and December are months for giving thanks and gifts. I 

will join in with thanks for wonderful family and loyal friends, turkey, 
bountiful produce, good wines, and the ability to give. But I have many 
other things for which to be grateful, and they relate to the community of 
Redwood Writers. 

I inadvertently discovered Redwood Writers at the Sonoma County 
Book Fest in 2009. It wasn’t at the RW table but instead at the Friends of the Library booth. Terry Ehret or 
Charlene Bunas said to me, in response to my question about writing, “Oh, you oughta join Redwood 
Writers.” Who? Then I dropped in at a monthly meeting at Copperfield’s when Verna Dreisbach was 
speaking. I was hooked. In December that year, RW held the Salon at my Christmasy home where our 
writers of all genres shared their works. I am still so grateful to those library people! 

This may sound familiar to some, but when I first began to attend the monthly meetings, I struggled 
through a haze of intimidation and information overload. Knowing nothing, I didn’t know what questions to 
ask. But ask I did. I give thanks to Linda Reid and other members who said hello, introduced me to RW 
members, and asked me to volunteer for the organization.  

I am grateful to Jeanne Jusaitis and Robin Moore who invited me to be part of a children’s writers’ 
critique group that we eventually named KidLit Café when we met at Border’s café. We still meet weekly 
though the location and some of the faces have changed (Jeanne’s still there). I didn’t have a clue about how 
critique groups operated, but I am grateful for their patience, candid and constructive advice, and 
encouragement (now on my seventh book with their help). 

I am so thankful we have members like Arlene Miller (our grammar guru), Helen Sedwick (our legal 
eagle), and Frances Caballo (our social media maven) who so willingly help us out when we are stuck. None 
of us could do without Charles Markee who knows the ins and outs of indie publishing and is always willing 
to share the good, bad and the ugly with us. 

How lucky I was to have Thonie Hevron volunteer in 2013 to co-chair our conference earlier this year! I 
enjoyed heading up the 2012 “Next Step” conference because of the great team; no shirkers in that group, 
always pitching in with good ideas and positive attitude. And with Thonie sharing the workload in 2014, 
organizing the “From Pen to Published” conference was even more gratifying and fun. What a terrific team 
we had once again! 

I am thrilled to be part of Redwood Writers and its board of directors. Such a dedicated group, always 
creative and filled with good suggestions for making our organization more responsive to members, for 
creating new educational opportunities, and for thinking of additional ways to reach out to our reading 
public.  

I am grateful for Redwood Writers in so many ways, 
especially for their allowing me to serve the organization in 
volunteer capacities that utilize my skills and enthusiasm. I have 
found that in giving to Redwood Writers, I receive back tenfold. 
How could I not be thankful? How about you? 

 
 
 

ON WRITING  
The gift I most appreciate is the 

freedom to write.   —Robin Moore 
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OOuurr  WWrriittiinngg  PPrroocceessss    

Redwood Writers members share how they write… 

My best writing happens when a moment of 
clarity has percolated, marinated, and then 
demands life when I awake. —Belinda Riehl  

 

I write when the mood strikes...day or night. 
Contest deadlines drive me to get it 
done...now. —Pamela Fender 
 

 

I wake up before the sun, before the children, 
before the hubby, and try to ignore the dog and 
Internet. —Crissi Langwell 

I mostly like writing at night in my house—
sometimes into the wee hours. —Ayin Weaver 

I see a story in my mind first, cinematic in 
nature, compiling notes about it before I start 
writing. —Ty Strange 

Writing begins nocturnally with an idea or 
title. With a dictionary and pen, I bring words 
alive by my hand. —Juanita J. Martin 

 

My muse descends when I SIR, BIC. (Stay in 
room, Bum in chair.) Every day. No 
exceptions. Maybe not Christmas. —Patsy 
Ann Taylor 

Cogitate, cogitate, cogitate…then write in a 
flurry, usually late at night. —Michelle Wing 
 

I write with a Dixon Ticonderoga HB#2 (new 
eraser, please) and looming deadlines, by the 
seat of my fear. —Lee Gant  
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Editing for Authors:  How Authors  

Might Approach the Editing Process 
By Farrell Winter 

 
All right, you’ve written your book, now what?  Are you satisfied to read 

a five-minute segment every New Year’s Eve, or do you want to publish?   
If the latter, you need to get the book edited.  There are many types of 

editing; I will discuss two:  developmental editing and line editing.  
According to David Colin Carr (freelance editor with twenty-five years of 
experience, www.DavidColinCarr.com), developmental editing “helps 
elucidate basic ideas into a meaningful structure that will impact the reader 
as the author intends.”  In other words, the beginning at the beginning, the 
middle in the middle, and the end at the end; tell the story you are trying to 
tell (true even for non-fiction); what you want the reader to think, feel, and 
know; and the progression of the protagonist(s) through the plot.  The 
developmental editor will turn your words into a proper book manuscript.   

Line editing (akin to, but not to be confused with, copyediting), again 
according to Carr, “cleans up grammar and precision in word choice in a 
completed text.”  Strengthen the grammar appropriate to the text; ensure 
that “voice” is consistent and appropriate; and find the strongest, richest 
word choice.  Note the phrase, “in a completed text.”  This means that line 
editing occurs after everything else has been done, or just before you 
publish.   

How do you know when you’re ready to publish?  When you have 
written final draft after final draft, revised for weeks (or months, or years), 

and have been to appropriate critique groups or other author support groups—or maybe just consulted with 
several other authors—and the consensus is, “you’re ready to publish.”   

An appropriate critique is one in which you are told, “Here are the parts I thought could use some work, 
and this is why…” instead of, “You stink as a writer.  Throw everything away and start over, or give up 
completely.”  An appropriate critique is one in which you are told, “Why don’t you have them remove their 
clothes if they’re going in the water,” not one in which you are told, “Oh, I suppose they went swimming in 
those heavy robes.”  An author should feel as if he or she and the editor are partners in the editing process, 
not adversaries.   

Where do you find these editors?  Not in the yellow 
pages, that’s twentieth century.  Talk to writers you 
know.  Join a writers’ group and ask the other 
members.  Compile a long list of potential editors, then 
narrow it down, primarily by genre.  If you can’t find 
an editor in your genre (you will find an editor unless 
it’s a very specialized genre), find one who is 
supportive of your genre, or is familiar with it, or is 
comfortable with it.  You don’t want to write a feminist 
novel, then have your editor tell you, months into the 
process, “I dislike feminism.”   

You may read this entire blog entry on my website, 
www.WinterLandPress.com.  

Do you want the inside scoop on everything 
Redwood Writers is up to? Do you enjoy 
using social media to reach others? Have you 
been looking for a way to get more involved 
with Redwood Writers? If you answered yes 
to all these questions, have we got a 
volunteer position for you! Redwood 
Writers is looking for a new social media 
guru. If you’re interested or just want to find 
out more, contact Crissi Langwell at 
socialmedia@redwoodwriters.org.  
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

MALENA ELJUMAILY 
 

    
 

 
By Harry Reid 

 
Most of us know Malena Eljumaily as the go-to, 

hard-working secretary of the RWC board. But 
with her short play Special Delivery, a first place 
winner at the RWC/Sixth Street Play Festival and 
the Sonoma Short Play Festival, we’ve discovered 
a sensitivity for playwriting both fresh and 
forward-looking. In this interview I asked Malena 
how this came about. 

 
M: Back in my angst-ridden 20’s, I was more 

interested in “being” a writer than in writing. 
Growing up in the L.A. area, I first tried my hand at 
film scripts. But film is primarily a visual medium 
and depends only secondarily on dialogue. Since I 
love writing dialogue, this frustrated me. My 
answer was to get out of L.A., move up to beautiful 
Santa Rosa. 

H: Did you continue writing? 
M: A bit. While I was working as an R.N. at 

Memorial Hospital I began studies at the JC and at 
SSU where I got a BA in English. At the JC, I took 
creative writing with Marianne Ware who really 
inspired me. She became my mentor and helped me 
find my voice.  

H: Is that when you took up playwriting?  
M: My mother loved theater and dragged me 

to shows, everything from big musicals to small 
experimental pieces. Still, it never occurred to me 
to write a play until the Redwood Writers Play 
Festival put out a call for submissions. It was then 
I found that playwriting can be fun; that you can 
drop four or five characters into a small space and 
eavesdrop on everything they’re saying. 

H: But theater is a collaborative medium. 
Did this pose challenges for you? 

M: Actually, collaboration makes the 
playwright’s work a lot easier. I was amazed 
when I saw Special Delivery staged for the first 
time. The actors and the director had added so 
much meaning to my words that I didn’t want to 
take credit for how well it turned out. They were 
the ones who brought it truly to life.  

H: How does playwriting fulfill your writing 
goals? 

M: I write to entertain. I love to make people 
laugh—but still want them to think a bit. I like to 
surprise them; deliver something a little different 
from what they were expecting. Plays seem to do 
the trick. 

H: Anything on the back burner? 
M: A few short plays. I’m a member of Sisters 

in Crime, a mystery writers’ support group, and 
have written a full-length crime novel sitting right 
now in my drawer. I’ve also written a full-length 
British comedy that’s waiting to be discovered. 

H: Anything else? 
M: I love to knit and sell my knitted 

handicrafts on MysteryKnits.com. 
H: Thanks, Malena. We have much to look 

forward to. 
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Copperfield’s-Redwood Writers Book Club 
Sandy Baker, chair 

 
Have you yearned to be part of a book club? Ever have your feelings tweaked when you knew about one, 

but they wouldn’t invite you? Did you hear about a club but didn’t like its focus on only one genre? 
Stay tuned. Yours and the reading public’s prayers may have been answered. Redwood Writers is 

collaborating with Copperfield’s Montgomery Village to conduct a monthly book club, January through 
June 2015, 6-8 p.m. on the last Tuesday of each month. We’ll take a two-month summer break, and if the 
program is successful, begin again in September. 

Most exciting is that the club will feature fiction published by Redwood Writers authors. We’re tagging 
the club “Journey Through the Genres” because we’ll be presenting a different genre or sub-genre each 
month. You and any other interested reader are welcome to join. You need only to read the monthly book 
and come prepared to discuss it. The author of the monthly selection will attend, give a brief presentation, 
and respond to comments and questions. A facilitator will guide the discussion. 

The Redwood Writers selection team chose the following books for the first six months: 
 
January 27: Sharon Hamilton, SEAL of My Heart (Romance) 
February 24: Sandy Baker & Tom Reed, The Tehran Triangle (Thriller, Intrigue) 
March 31: Amanda McTigue, Going to Solace  (Appalachian Literary Fiction)   
April 28: M.A. Adler, In the Shadow of Lies (Mystery) 
May 26: Arletta Dawdy, Huachuca Woman (Historical Fiction) 
June 30: Waights Taylor, Kiss of Salvation (Detective) 
 
Robbi Bryant and Copperfield’s had been discussing such a club for a year. When the idea was again 

raised at the annual RW retreat as one way to introduce our books to more readers, we were motivated to 
finally implement the program. You can help us make this RW book club spectacularly successful by putting 
the information on your Facebook page, website, blog, or wherever your social media skills take you. Tweet 
away. Starting in January, Copperfield’s Montgomery Village will stock the selected books, naturally! 
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POETRY PLACE 
 

Tuesday 
— Roy Mash 
 
In mid-bite, the way  
    the body  
of the muffin suddenly crumbles, 
    the palm frantic,  
juggling the fragments. 
 
The way you may feel your life  
    come apart,  
say on a Tuesday,  
    feel it buckle,  
then crumple . . . 
 
The sick avalanche of surprise. 
 

SHE… 
—Justine Foster 

 
walked just a little 

surer 
her head held regal 

 
her back not as bent 

by the ravages           
of time – and perhaps physical 

exertion 
 
He… 

tall, 
knurled like an  

aged cypress 
staid against the wind 

 
They crossed the street 

holding hands 
Neither one the leader 

or the follower - -  
 
Love… 

as sure as the unspoken 
words of their story 

 

Poetry Place is a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or 
two will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen 
based on the space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point 
Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word 
document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in 
the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  
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John J. Lesjack, the raconteur published numerous times in Not Your Mother’s 
Book, has another story coming out in “Working for a Living.” Lesjack launched 
the model hot air balloon that caused 50 emergency vehicles to roll, the police to 
visit his classroom, his picture to be on the newspaper’s front page and changes 
to city ordinances—and tells about it all in NYMB, found at your favorite retail 
bookstore November 17 for $16.95, E-book: $8.99. —John J. Lesjack 

Come see an exciting PowerPoint presentation of She Was An American Spy 
During WW II, by Jeane Slone, at the Cloverdale Library, located at 401 N 
Cloverdale Blvd., Cloverdale on Saturday, Dec. 13, 2-3 p.m. For more 
information: (707) 894-5271 or info@jeaneslone.com —Jeane Slone 

Margie Yee Webb, co-creator of Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On Cats, 
announced the book’s release in October 2014. NYMB...On Cats, the ninth book 
in the fun, daring, smart and different NYMB anthology series, is available at 
your favorite book retailer and directly from the publisher, Publishing 
Syndicate.  publishingsyndicate.com. For a taste of NYMB...On Cats, see stories 
posted on Publishing Syndicate’s Laugh Until You Pee blog! 
laughuntilyoupee.wordpress.com. —Margie Yee Webb 

 

Announcing the launch of María’s Beads: In this story of magical realism, a 
curandera gives 12-year-old María Cortez some strange beads. When her best 
friend, Hannah, becomes deathly ill and Hannah’s parents refuse medical 
treatment, María desperately tries to save her friend. Adults won’t intercede, so 
she turns to the magic beads, but they can’t do it alone. María must find and use 
her own inner strength, passed down to her through her ancestral Huichol 
culture . . . or watch Hannah die. $10 to RW meeting attendees. —Charles 
Markee 
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Take your writing to the next level. 
 
Ready for hands-on practice in character development and plot 

structure? Looking for advice on publishing pathways? Join us for 
Redwood Writers 2015 Academy, three Sunday morning 
workshops providing small group instruction with top people in 
the field.  

 
Sunday January 11, 2015, 9:30 to 12:30 p.m. 
Joshua Mohr discusses “Plarachterization: Intersection of Plot 

and Character.” 
 
Joshua’s workshop will focus on craft, including exercises in 

character development. He will delve into tactics for constructing 
present action while folding in back story. He will explore 
characters’ decision making, causality between plot points, and 
how to keep readers flipping pages. Plarachterization is a strategy that will help any aspiring writer! 

Joshua is the author of four novels, including Damascus, which The New York Times called “Beat-poet 
cool.” He lives in San Francisco and teaches in the MFA program at USF. His latest novel is Fight 
Song. http://joshuamohr.net/ 

Deadline for the 3-Series Package and Joshua Mohr’s Workshop is December 17, 2014. At 
$30/workshop or $75/series for Members, these workshops are a bargain. Advance registration required. 
Space is limited. Register early! 

 
Following Joshua:  
Stuart Horwitz will discuss The Book Architecture Method on Sunday, February 8, 2015.  
Joel Friedlander will discuss Pathways to Publication on Sunday, March 8, 2015. 
For more information, go to redwoodwriters.org/workshops. 
 
Put the series on your holiday wish list!  

 

WANT TO MAKE AN AUDIO BOOK?  
 

Do you want to read it yourself or have access to local actors? Do you want to do this 
inexpensively and make CDs as well as uploading to Audible, iTunes and Amazon? Do you want to 
do a lot of the work in your own home? Do you have access to a professional sound booth and hi-tech 
equipment, as well as help from technical personnel? 

Come to an introductory meeting at the non-profit organization CMedia Lab on Thursday, Dec. 
4th, 6:30 p.m. at 1075 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa (Next to Santa Rosa High School and ArtQuest). 
Park in front and go under the green archway. Please email me so they know how many chairs to set 
up.  Info@jeaneslone.com  
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REDWOOD WRITERS 
HOLIDAY SALON 

 
"Making Spirits Bright -- 

Stories of Inspiration and Celebration!" 
 

 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20,  
from 3-6 p.m. in the charming town of 

Sebastopol. 
 

Join our wonderful and festive annual Holiday 
Salon! Bring your stories and poems to share. 
All members are welcome! 

 
RSVP: Registration, readings, directions, and 
our convivial potluck lunch. 
Contact: Sher Gamard   gmard@redshift.com 

 
 

 
 

HOLIDAY BOOK DRIVE 
for CHILDREN AGES 0 – 5 

 
Donate gently used or new children’s books for 
the Living Room, a day program for homeless 
mothers and children, Santa Rosa. 
http://www.thelivingroomsc.org 
 

Now through mid-December! 
 
We’re looking for classic children’s books: 
nursery rhymes, finger plays, folk and fairy 
tales, enduring stories, picture books, board 
books, early readers, all for early childhood, 
ages 0-5. Donated books are in support of an 
early literacy program at the Living Room 
sponsored by Women’s National Book 
Association—San Francisco Chapter 
www.wnba-sfchapter.org 
 

Donation Box at: 
Copperfield’s Books, 
Montgomery Village 

775 Village Ct, Santa Rosa, CA 
copperfieldsbooks.com/stores/ 

montgomery-village 
 

Don't forget about the great flyers at 
the end of the newsletter!  
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

 
 

Sign up now to read your work when the 
Redwood Writers Open Mic returns in January. 

Contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Monday, December 8 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
Come out and support our authors!  Hear five authors 
read from their books with Q & A from the audience. 
  
For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through 
our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with many major 
merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 
Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip 
program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 
are signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in 
the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be 
automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. 
The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a 
registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1% to 16% of 
your order from 1,000 name brand merchants with no additional 
cost to you.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button 
on the left side of the page and follow the instructions! 

RedwoodWriters.org 
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

‘Twas the night before deadline 
And all through the room 
All the creatures were stirring, 
No regard for my gloom. 
 
Struggling with words, 
My dog at my feet, 
I was just trying to write 
Something prolific and sweet. 
 
When all of a sudden 
There arose such a clatter.  
I sprang from my seat 
To see my kid’s broken platter. 
 
I cleaned up the mess 
Then got back to my work. 
But then my sweet dog 
Became a terrible jerk. 
 
He jumped at the window, 
Barked with all his might. 
It seems the neighbor’s cat 
Had given him a fright. 
 
I settled him down 
Then sat back in my chair. 
I just wanted to write 
Alone in my lair! 
 
But wouldn’t you know it 
My spouse sighed in dismay, 
“When will you be done? 
You’ve been at that all day!” 
 
A writer’s life I wanted, 
And a writer’s life I’ve got. 
But I must look like I’m full of time 
When I’m deep in thought. 
 
Happy holidays to all of you! May you find time to 

write in this busy holiday season! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Anything after this date will be 
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do 
not have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details and a text copy about your writing class or 
event.  
Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 
the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  
Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 
membership meeting. All members welcome.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:         Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:              Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:               Teresa Hennessy 
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