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Dirty Little Secrets and the IRS: 
Taxpertise for the Creative Mind 

 

 
 

With Bonnie Lee 
 

The lRS has special rules for writers. Bonnie Lee 
will discuss these rules, including some of the 
exceptions to the regular rules that many tax pros 
don’t know about. Her discussion will benefit a 
writer financially. Topics will include: 
 
$$$  Record keeping 
$$$      What to deduct on your taxes, and 
 when 
$$$      Treating your endeavor as a business 
$$$      Hobby losses 
$$$      Home office 
$$$      Tricky write-offs: travel, meals and 
 entertainment 
$$$     Writing off your car and other 
 transportation expenses 
 
Bonnie Lee is an Enrolled Agent admitted to 
practice and representing taxpayers at all levels 
within the Internal Revenue Service. Lee founded 
Taxpertise in 1982 to represent taxpayers. For 
more than three decades, she has specialized in 
tax issues relating to small business. 
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, Feb. 14 
Time:   2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register 
  & mingle with other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $10/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Bonnie Lee is the author of Entrepreneur Press 
book, Taxpertise: The Complete Book of Dirty 
Little Secrets and Tax Deductions for Small 
Business that the IRS Doesn’t Want You to 
Know; her e-book, Taxpertise: A Novella for the 
Creative Mind; and her newest novella, 
Taxpertise: 50 Shades of Green, designed for 
those with tax problems. Check out Lee’s weekly 
tax columns at foxbusiness.com in the Personal 
Finance section and the Small Business Center, 
and her monthly column in the Sonoma Valley 
Sun. 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://foxbusiness.com/
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BOARD BUZZ 

The Compartmentalized Life: A Linnaean Method to Success  
By Linda L. Reid 

 
How do we handle all the various activities in our lives without, 1) going crazy 

or, 2) going crazy? I am often asked how I can write, direct a play, paint a picture, 
and keep my personal life going, sometimes simultaneously. In truth, I do go nuts, 
but it really helps to compartmentalize. If you get one activity under control and 
organized, you can bounce to the next and give it total focus, without dragging 
baggage along from other projects. It starts with a timetable, a written direction of 
what you must do and when. All you need do then is follow the bouncing ball. If 
I’m at the theater trying to watch actors bring a scene to life, it is certainly not the 
time I want to be stewing over a deadline for a magazine article or a writing contest.  

It starts with a calendar. Ah, you say, how revolutionary. I have several 
calendars—the older I get the more it seems to take. The hard copy version sits on 
my desk, while the one in my computer connects to the one on my iPhone. And yes, I still get things mixed 
up. Just ask my husband, Harry!  

Organization is a personal endeavor. While I am always putting stuff away, another person (I’ll not 
mention names) is always madly looking for something. So really, we spend the same amount of time, only 
differently. Some folks need clutter to feel comfortable; others can’t work well until their environments are 
neatly arranged. Maybe that’s another reason I must start a novel with the first chapter, not just jump into the 
center…that way is madness. 

Here are some tips that might ease the pain. Clear all books away, except those you use frequently. 
Unread books can sap your energy—always with the fluttering lower lip begging for attention. Clean up 
computer files, putting files from each project together in separate folder. Be sure to title files with 
searchable names and dates.  

Find a way to ride that wild beast, your story. Make a ‘quick-list’ that contains each chapter with a brief 
description of the action. This way if you’re writing in one chapter and get an idea for another, just insert the 
idea into the quick-list chart and you can deal with it later. Also, this allows you to see the story in snappy 
short form and maybe determine where chapters need rearranging.  

It’s helpful to make up a ‘character spreadsheet’ that denotes birth, death, married, graduated, divorced, 
make of car…any pertinent events to story. And then there is the whole area of keeping track of submissions 
and who got what and when. Oh, and the results. I’m told that Scrivener is a good program for helping 
writers. Here is a link to a website that has free templates for much of this: annieneugebauer.com/the-
organized-writer-2. 

The ‘fix-it’ list is a must and is where I stick 
niggling details that must be cleaned up or researched. 
It is very satisfying to see these items get crossed 
off…progress!  

Thusly and mostly, I say unto you…WRITE. Do it 
your way, with helpful hints or not, but nothing works 
like putting words on the paper for getting a book, 
article, or whatever completed.  

Oh, and about organizing those closets? Good luck, 
and when you find the person with the answer, send her 
my way.  

Onward, Linda.  

February Events 
 
Feb.14:  ♥ General Meeting ♥ 
Feb. 21:  RW Salon 
Feb. 23:  Fiction Book Club 
Feb. 27:  RW Open Mic 
 

  
 

       
      
     

http://annieneugebauer.com/the-organized-writer-2/
http://annieneugebauer.com/the-organized-writer-2/
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  MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 

SANDY BAKER 

    
 

By Billie Payton-Settles 
 
We all know Sandy Baker as Redwood Writers’ 

esteemed, energetic, and dedicated president. We 
may also know about her success in publishing: 
since 2011 she’s authored eight gardening books 
for children, co-written an international thriller, 
and published Adventures of the Hotel Sisters, a 
middle-grade short story collection. In 2014, this 
amazing woman received the Bay Area 
Independent Publishers Association’s Best 
Children’s Picture Book award for Zack’s Zany 
Zucchiniland. 

Sandy says she’s always loved writing, a 
passion she might have inherited from her father 
(who was a sports writer for a Long Island 
newspaper).  

One of Sandy’s early writing experiences was 
that of reporter/writer on a New Jersey newspaper.  
She also did a six-year stint writing country music, 
travelling back and forth to Nashville with a 
writing partner to demo songs and pitch them to 
publishers. She sees songwriting, “where 
absolutely every word counts,” as excellent 
training for the writing of short stories and 
children’s picture books. 

Artistic expression seems to flow freely from 
Sandy. She’s been a Sonoma County Master 
Gardener for sixteen years, illustrated two of her 
picture books (The Dead Butterflies Diary and 
 

Color My Garden), and has taught wreath-making 
and gourd-decorating at several senior centers. 
She says she loves power tools and has taken four 
semesters of welding at Santa Rosa Junior 
College. 

When asked about her writing process, Sandy 
said, “I write by the seat of my pants. I let things 
flow, then rewrite like crazy. I love rewriting. It’s 
exhilarating to find just the right word or phrase.” 
According to Sandy, it’s best not to worry about 
punctuation and grammar on a first draft. She 
says, “Just keep going forward; where you end up 
may not be where you thought you’d be, but if 
you don’t begin, you’ll never get anywhere.” 

A fascinating final tidbit about Sandy is her 
expertise with horses and trail riding. She owned 
quarter horses for twenty years and competed in 
California Gymkhana Association-sanctioned 
horseshows, riding at breakneck speed around 
barrels and poles and over jumps. Her last horse, 
North Jet, and she were rated AAA+.  

The Redwood Writers Club certainly picked a 
winner when we chose Sandy Baker as our current 
‘fearless leader.’ She brings remarkable talent, 
enthusiasm, and experience to every project she 
undertakes. 

Find out more about Sandy at her website, 
sandybakerwriter.com.  

 

http://sandybakerwriter.com/
http://pinterest.com/redwoodwriters.com�
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Pen-to-Published Conference News 

 
We are pleased to announce that we have 5 Redwood Writers scheduled to make presentations at the 
upcoming spring conference, April 23, 2016. We are proud and excited to have such experts in our 
organization. See the full line-up, find out more details, and register at 
redwoodwriters.org/pen-to-published-2016. 
 
Amanda McTigue is a novelist, short story writer, and produced playwright. Going to 
Solace, her debut novel set in the Blue Ridge Mountains, was named a “Best Read of 
2012” by public radio KRCB's "Word by Word." She's also an ace live storyteller, 
named the Grand Slam winner for two years in a row (2013 and 2014) at West Side 
Stories. Her second novel, Monkey Bottom, is on its way. A real dynamo, Amanda’s 

presentation, “Literary Fiction: What the Heck is It?” will be 
fabulous.  
 
Helen Sedwick is a California attorney representing small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. Her historical novel, Coyote Winds, has earned five-star reviews from 
ForeWord Reviews and Compulsion Reads, and is an IndieBRAG Medallion 
Honoree. Her conference presentation, “Keeping it Legal: What You Need to Know 
about Contracts and Copyrights,” is sure to be informative. 
 

Sharon Hamilton is a NYT and USA Today bestselling author most known for her 
“SEAL Brothership” series. Her “Golden Vampires of Tuscany” are not like any 
vampires you’ve read before. Sharon’s “Golden Angels”—well let’s just say you 
won’t find them in any Sunday school class. Sharon’s presentation, “Going Indie, 
Going Commando,” will offer valuable insights to marketing your book. 
 

Fran Claggett taught high school English and humanities for many 
years. Former department chair and mentor teacher at Alameda High School, Fran was twice 
named Teacher of the Year in her district and county, where she initiated an achievement and 
portfolio writing assessment program. Her teaching experience includes college 
appointments in English, biology, and physical education; she has also been the James Lynch 
Lecturer in English at the University of California, Berkeley. She has given workshops for 
teachers across the country, evaluated schools in Guam, and taught in the Bay Area Writing 
Project Panama and the Virgin Islands summer workshops. Her workshop at this year’s 

conference will be “Lifelines: A Memoir Writing Workshop.” 
 
Robbi Sommers Bryant’s award-winning books include a novella, 4 novels, 5 short 
story collections and 1 book of poetry. Her work has been published in 
magazines including Readers Digest and Redbook, in several anthologies, and in books 
of poetry. Her novel, The Beautiful Evil, was a bestseller on Amazon and has won 3 
awards, including the BAIPA best of genre award. Dream, her novella, has also won 3 
awards. She is past president of Redwood Writers and currently works as a 
comprehensive editor. Her conference presentation, “First Page,” focuses on the steps 
needed to present a tight, well-edited, and interesting first page for submission to an 
agent, publisher, or to draw readers in to your self-published book. Robbi is also 
offering all participants a free edit of the first page of their manuscript. 

http://redwoodwriters.org/pen-to-published-2016/
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  POETRY PLACE 

 

Poetry Place is a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two will be selected to be printed in the 
newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New 
Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions 
Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the 
following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

Haiku 
—Leena Prasad 
 
There is only  
A one night stand, for 
A praying mantis 
 
 

New Year’s Day at Doran 
Beach 
—Lilith Rogers 
 
Who would not love 
this day— 
this clear cold day out here 
at the western edge of our world? 
 
Who would not love  
this sea, this sand 
these gulls and cormorants 
and purple ice plants? 
 
Who would not be pleased 
to be feeling so free 
so open 
to possibility 
on this, the first day 
of a great new year 
opening up before her? 
 
     

 
 
 
 

The Nothing  
—Simona Carini 
 
Fog came ashore and erased the landscape. 
The Pacific Ocean faded to a band of foam  
where waves still managed  
 to reach the slate gray sand. 
 
Standing on the ridge overlooking Agates’ Beach, 
I saw the sheer bluff melt into light gray  
 immateriality. 
A couple on the beach walked straight into the 
 fog’s embrace and disappeared. 
 
I was alone in the world. 
Would the erasing force reach my feet, my legs,  
 my heart? 
 
I knew why the fog happened. 
I knew nothing would happen to me. 
Not there, at least. Not then. 
 
Yet, I was like a child dreaming of being in the 
 fantasy novel she had just read,  
in which The Nothing advanced and erased the 
 world. 
 
I saw The Nothing. I felt it, as a cool blade of 
 breeze drew the outline of my spine. 
Would I wake up in a different universe to realize 
I had been dreaming the Earth, the ocean,  
 my life? 
 
I jogged away from the lookout, towards the 
 park’s exit. 
The fog gained ground behind me. 
 

 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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THE GRAMMAR BOUTIQUE 
Affect or Effect: What’s the scoop? 

 
Okay, I admit it. For the longest time, I used the word effect without much 

thought. Did I even pay attention to the word affect? I was in AP English in high 
school and got to skip the prerequisite English courses in college. Then I moved on 
to more advanced English classes. I suppose, somewhere in there, someone must 
have mentioned the difference. However, it never stuck with me. 

So in case you are like me and got this far without being affected by the effect of 
the wrong use of affect, here’s the scoop. 

Affect is a verb meaning “to influence.”  
Effect is a noun that means “the result of an action.” 
Example: Joyce Carol Oates’ novel affected me on a deep level but had no effect 

on my friend. 
Okay, here’s where it gets tricky. Affect can also be used as a noun. In psychology and psychiatry the 

word affect means “emotion.”  
Example: One of the traits of a sociopath is a shallow affect. 
Effect can also be used as a verb meaning “to bring about.”  
Example: Her Facebook status effected a change in her relationship. 
Hmm . . . 
So much for the rules.  
 
Robbi Sommers Bryant 
Award-winning Author 
Editor 

 
 

 
 

 
Organizing Your Finances to Make Room for Your Art: I’m preparing to release my non-
fiction book, Reclaiming Your Creative Soul, a guide to organizing all the parts of your full-time 
life to make room for your craft. In my blog, I have included a 3-part preview of the section on 
finances. This section talks about how to make a budget, pay down debt, and more. Read Part 1 
here, or go to crissilangwell.com. —Crissi Langwell 
 
Have you written a notable blog entry and want to drive traffic to your blog? Send a 75-
word description or excerpt and a link to your blog to editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

http://crissilangwell.com/2016/01/08/organizing-your-finances-part-1/
http://crissilangwell.com/2016/01/08/organizing-your-finances-part-1/
http://crissilangwell.com/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
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The Moment We Knew We Were Writers 

 
 
 

 
 
 

I knew I wanted to be a writer: 
From the first poem I wrote my mother 
Telling her she was like no other 
Writing of flowers and wishes 
While rhyming silly words like dishes and fishes 
I dreamed up stories of flying 
Eventually wrote about the damage of lying 
The drama and trauma of a young teenage girl 
Saw lots of daggers and the occasional pearl 
Until many years later as a mature woman who 
 finally decided to try 
And thousands of pages of kisses, moans, and a sigh 
I LOVE IT 
—Pamela Taeuffer 

 

I never thought about being a writer. I just 
wanted to learn how to tell my story well 
enough that people would read it.  
—Robert Shafer 
 

I never knew I wanted to write. I wanted to 
sing, and I wrote songs (and sang off key). I 
struggled with break-ups and eating disorders 
in school, and I wrote poems. I began to grow 
into a young adult, and I wrote blogs. As I 
started to write my first book, the realization 
hit me that not only did I want to be a writer, 
but I had been one all along.  
—Angela Froschl  
 

When I was in 7th grade, an English teacher 
gave us a class assignment: to create an 
island and then create our own landmarks—
rivers, towns, mountain ranges etc.—then 
write a story about it. I had so much fun in 
this imaginary world, I knew then I wanted 
to be a writer. 
—Natasha Yim 

Writer’s Dilemma 
 
What is inspiration? 
Is it the cry of a small animal 
Chased down with a bat? 
 
Is it the muse, who must be courted 
Like a capricious woman 
With chocolate and cabernet 
Long walks on the beach 
Cozy nights by the fire? 
 
In those dark nights when 
All you want is to be warmed by 
A perfect body 
Her breath teasing the back of your neck 
Her hot legs entwined with yours 
Pinning you to the sheets 
You can’t move you can’t 
Disturb her sleep. 
 
Your heart won’t calm 
It beats up into your ears 
Your head is light, filled 
  
as warm 
Lovely as it is 
 
You cannot reach the pen. 
 
—Catharine Bramkamp 
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Literary fiction journal, 1000 Words, is open for submissions through February 29, 
2016 at www.1000words.press/guidelines.html. Every issue of 1000 Words includes 
four 250-word stories inspired by a single photograph. Published authors receive $25 
for their micro-stories. Submission fees are $3. To submit your work or find out more, 
contact Jo Haraf at Jo@1000Words.press. —Jo Haraf 
 
 

Have questions about writing, editing, and publishing children’s literature? Want to 
meet other kid lit writers? Join the conversation at the SCBWI (Society of 
Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators) Casual Coffee Ukiah, facilitated by 
children’s author and SCBWI member, Natasha Yim. Upcoming Casual Coffee 
dates are Saturday, Feb. 6 and March 12, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Black Oak Coffee, 
476 N. State Street, Ukiah. Look for the SCBWI Casual Coffee tent card. Hope to 
see you there! To register or if you have questions, contact Natasha at 
natashayim@icloud.com. —Natasha Yim 

 
The Sonoma County North Bay Meeting Series announces its seminar, “Is Your 
Picture Book Ready? A Sanity Checklist,” by Dev Petty, author of I Don’t Want 
to be a Frog, on Saturday, Feb 6, 2-4 p.m. This seminar on picture book writing 
will cover the critical questions you must ask yourself before sending out your 
picture book. The meeting will be held at the Sebastopol Center for the Arts at 
282 S. High Street (left side door), Sebastopol and is open to the public. 
Donation $10 for members, $20 for non-members with pre-registration on-line. 
$15 for members, $25 for non-members at the door. Contact 
CTMarkee@gmail.com for more information. —Charles Markee 

 
 
I will be a guest speaker at Stanford University’s “Imagining Women: Writers 
in Print and in Person” seminar on March 1 to discuss and answer questions 
about writing children’s literature and the creation of Goldy Luck and the 
Three Pandas. —Natasha Yim 
 
 

Creative Sonoma and the Sonoma County Libraries are co-sponsoring the 2nd 
Annual Sonoma County Local Authors Showcase and Symposium on 
Saturday, Apr. 2 at the Rohnert Park Regional Library, 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The event will include a panel discussion put together by Creative Sonoma, 
focusing on the business of writing. We will have space before and after this 
centerpiece presentation for authors to read from and talk about their work. 
Table space during the event will accommodate authors showcasing their 
work. Find out more information at facebook.com/socoauthors. —Sabrina Rawson 

http://www.1000words.press/guidelines.html
mailto:Jo@1000Words.press
mailto:natashayim@icloud.com
mailto:CTMarkee@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/socoauthors/


The Redwood Writer   9 

 
 
  
 

Redwood Writers Fiction Book Club 

 
Tuesday, January 26 is the inaugural meeting for 
the Copperfield’s/Redwood Writers Fiction Book 
Club. We will meet at the Montgomery Village 
Copperfield’s, 775 Village Court, Santa Rosa from 
6-7 p.m.  

We’re getting psyched up for Valentine’s Day with 
Marian Lindner’s steamy romance, San Francisco, 
set against the great earthquake and fire of 1906. 
From the inferno of clapboard houses south 
of Market Street to the community spirit in Golden 
Gate Park's tent city, San Francisco depicts a 
socialite’s desperate struggle to survive the 
catastrophe. Torn between two men during the 
three-day disaster, only to be bitterly betrayed by 
one of them, her life was changed in ways she 
would never have imagined. 
Be there to ask the author questions about the book, 
the writing or maybe even the research. Book 
signing is available. This event is free and open to 
the public so spread the word. 
 

Also, join us February 23 when Marilyn Campbell 
will offer insights to her book, Trains to Concordia. 

Keep up to date with all of the Fiction Book Club 
dates at redwoodwriters.org/author-spotlight-
fiction-book-club-2016. 
 

Poetry Workshop 

 
 
Leena Prassad, author of not exactly 
haiku, is offering a free poetry 
workshop every second Sunday of the 
month at the Santa Rosa Copperfield’s 
at 775 Village Court. Bring 1-3 pages of 
any style of poem to work on. Past 
workshops have included everything 
from haiku to rap. Drop-ins welcome, 
but signups preferred. For more details 
and to sign-up, please go to 
www.poetswanted.com and click on 
Workshop/Events.  
 

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood 
Writers events and happenings, contest 
deadlines and more? Check out our calendar at 

redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

http://redwoodwriters.org/author-spotlight-fiction-book-club-2016/
http://redwoodwriters.org/author-spotlight-fiction-book-club-2016/
http://www.poetswanted.com/
http://redwoodwriters.org/calendar/
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Patsy Taylor & Marilyn Campbell 
The MC will be Robin Moore 

 
Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Date:  Saturday, Feb. 27 
Time: 2-4 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden,  
1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

CALL FOR CRITIQUE GROUPS 
 

 
 

If you're in the market for a critique group, I act as a 
clearinghouse (volunteer) for those looking to form one, or add 
members. Just e-mail me with your genre. I send out a new list, 
and you can respond to all or select a few for discussion about 
approach, time, and location. People meet in homes or cafes, or 
come up with other public spaces such as library meeting 
rooms.  

Side note: I have years of experience with writing groups 
and highly recommend them! They provide deadlines and 
hopefully give feedback on things like word repetition, 
grammar, public reading style, plot, and other nuances. It 
makes a vast difference to share our work along the way. I 
recommend reading aloud, too!  

If interested, contact me, Marie Judson-Rosier, at 
mariejudson@gmail.com and I'll add you to the list. You can 
request to be removed at any time. 

REDWOOD WRITERS 
FEBRUARY SALON 

 
Dreams of El Niño: "It Was a 

Dark and Stormy Night!” 
 
The Salon will be held Sunday, 
Feb. 21, 3-6 p.m. in Sebastopol.  
 
All members are welcome! Bring 
your stories and poems to share. 
Readings are five minutes, or less. 
 
RSVP to register and receive 
directions. Bring something to 
share for a potluck lunch.  
 
Contact: Sher Gamard 
gmard@redshift.com 
 
 

 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
mailto:gmard@redshift.com
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AUTHOR SUPPORT GROUP 
 
Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the Empire 
Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for members 
and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these meetings is to 
further our craft. Topics include:  
 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in new or 

existing groups. 
 
Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 
to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 
appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare 
and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-
French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah 
prefers you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 
 

 
 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their 
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and 
selected restaurants. 
There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the 
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic. 
How to sign up? Read on... 
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% of 
your purchases at places like Amazon, Expedia, Target, Apple Store, Barnes&Noble, Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Best Buy, Barnes and Noble, Petco, Petsmart, 
and over 800 other merchants, including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be 
a registered eScrip shopper. 

• Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
• Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.” 

It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers!  
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com  
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 
 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:pdfender@yahoo.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 
 

I knew I wanted to be a writer since 1st grade. I’m 
not joking. I’d been a reader since I was 4 years old, 
thanks to a mother who loved reading stories to her 
children, and a stubborn mind that wouldn’t give up on 
trying to decipher the words she was reading. I still 
remember the day when those jumbled letters suddenly 
merged to form actual words, and a whole new world 
came into view.  

But the day I learned that writing was in my blood, 
everything changed. It was just a simple storytelling 
assignment, one where we all wrote a story and then 
shared it with the class. However, the exercise stuck 
with me—the creation of characters, the setting of 
scene, the ability to play God in this world I had 
conjured up.  

I knew I was meant to be a writer. 
On page 7 of this newsletter, a few of you shared 

your own magical moments when you knew that 
writing was in your blood. Some discovered their 
passion for the written word when faced with a writing 
assignment, just like me. Others were living the dream 
without even knowing it.  

I love sending out these questions of the month 
(QOM) for the newsletter because it allows me to learn 
a little more about each of you. Of the whole 
newsletter, I admit that this is my favorite part. So 
thank you, everyone, who participates in these fun 
submissions. 

To give you a head start on the March QOM, here’s 
your question: 

Is there any book you’ve read that was so 
wonderful, you wish you had been the one to write 
it? In 75 words or less, tell us about that book and why 
you loved it. Send it to editor@redwoodwriters.org by 
Feb. 15, 2016 to be included in the March issue.  

Here are some other ways you can be a part of the 
newsletter:  
 Share your breaking news about an event or 

accomplishment.  
 Tell us what you’re reading right now. 
 Share a recent blog post.  
 Write a poem and send it to Juanita Martin at 

freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 Teach us something from your area of writing 

expertise by penning a 500-word article.  
 And more! 
Your deadline is the 15th of every month. I can’t 

wait to read all of your submissions! 
Love, Crissi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Hotel, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 
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REDWOOD WRITERS       
NEW MEMBER MEETING 

Shy? Confused? Intimidated? Curious?  

This meeting is to orient new member. BUT, any member who might have questions 
about how to best use the many services that Redwood Writers offers is welcome. 

Our agenda will be to have fun, enjoy wine and food while we discuss how submit to 
the Redwood Anthologies and Contests, how to participate in the Open Mic events 
and Salon, and how to manage communication with other members on Yahoo listserv 
email system.  

The New Member meetings will be held 5pm to 7pm in a private home on the 
Wednesdays listed below: 

September 16, 2015 
November 18, 2015 

January 20, 2016 
March 16, 2016 
May 18, 2016 

August 17, 2016 
November 16, 2016 

 
How to sign up?  

A month before the date an email notice will be sent to remind you of the date. At that 
time, RSVP by replying to the email and you are on the list. The host’s address will be 

emailed to you when you reply. 

                                                    
                                               Hope to see you there!  
         

Linda L Reid lindalreid100@gmail.com 
   Sandy Baker sandybaker131@gmail.com   

      Jan Rowley RedwoodWritersMembershipChair@yahoo.com 

mailto:lindalreid100@gmail.com
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Redwood Writers at Copperf eld’s
 Fiction Writers Book Club

A Novel

Linda Loveland Reid

Redwood Writers and Copperfeld’s Bookstore have cooked up six literary treats for you to enjoy over the coming months. The 
authors, titles of books and event dates are listed below. Join in the fun! Each book club discussion will be interesting and informative 
for both those who have read the book and those who just want to listen and learn about writing. Please join us at Copperfeld’s 
Bookstore in Montgomery Village on the last TUESDAY of the month from 6:00-7:00 PM. Let’s support our Redwood Writer authors.

This is a FREE event. No reservations needed. Come help make a crowd!  775 Village Court, Santa Rosa (next to Ross)

                             MARIAN LINDNER                               MARILYN CAMPBELL                               LINDA LOVELAND REID

                San Francisco             Trains to Concordia               Something in Stone
JAN. 26

MAY 31

MAR. 29

JUNE 28APR. 26

FEB. 23

                                 GILBERT MANSERGH                               THONIE HEVRON                                MARILYN SKINNER LANIER

      The Marvelous Journals                Intent to Hold                           Hardpan
      of Miss Virginia Pettingill

FLYER DESIGN BY APRIL GREEN

RW Fiction Writers Book Club Co-Chairs:
Thonie Hevron and Billie Payton-Settles
badgec65@gmail.com
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