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Stand Out On Your Own 
Why You Don’t Need An Agent 

 
Literary Myth: If you don’t have a literary 

agent, you aren’t a real author. FALSE! Dynamic 
speaker and successful agent Laurie McLean, 
Partner Fuse Literary, will share insights from 
the trenches on the revolution going on in 
publishing and why it is no longer impossible to 
get published without an agent. Through self-
publishing, crowdfunding, crowdsourcing, 
digital-first and other publishing initiatives, for 
the first time ever you can go it alone and make a 
living as an author. Is there a place for a literary 
agent in your future? Perhaps. Perhaps not. And 
perhaps literary agents are changing as much as 
the industry they work in. Laurie will candidly 
explain the ins, outs, pluses, and minuses of 
publishing in 2015 and beyond. A great way to 
start the year! www.fuseliterary.com. 

Laurie McLean spent 20 years as the CEO of a 
PR agency and eight years as an agent/senior 
agent at Larsen Pomada Literary Agents before 
forming Fuse Literary in 2013 with her partners. 
Prior to founding Fuse Literary, McLean was also 
the Dean of San Francisco Writers University and 
on the management team of the San Francisco 
Writers Conference. In 2012, she co-founded two 
e-publishing companies with two of her client  
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partners, JoyrideBooks.com for vintage out-of-print 
classic tween and teen books with Douglas Rees. 

At Fuse, McLean specializes in adult genre 
fiction plus middle-grade and young adult 
children’s books. She prefers to receive the first ten 
pages and a one-to-two page plot synopsis of a 
completed/polished manuscript via email to 
Laurie@fuseliterary.com. McLean requests that the 
plot synopsis be pasted into the body of the email 
query, rather than as an attachment. 

 

Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, January 11 
Time:   3-5 p.m. Come at 2:30 to register & mingle 
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $8/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
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In Memory of Farrell Winter 
 
Hello, my name is Sandra Winter; I am Farrell Winter’s wife. 
For your information and the Redwood Writers community, 
Farrell passed away peacefully on Nov 29th. He was in the 
process of getting his book published. I'm hoping we can still 
get that done soon. 
 
Editor’s Note: For those of us who knew him, Farrell Winter 
was a giant, but gentle, presence. To know Farrell was to love 
him. A few Redwood Writers members shared their memories 
of Farrell Winter on the next few pages. If anyone would like 
more insight into Farrell and his book, Zohu, A Land Ruled by 
Women, head to his blog at www.winterlandpress.com. If you 
would like to be a part of helping to see his book reach 
publication, contact Farrell’s wife, Sandra, at: 
chiefsand@sbcglobal.net. 
 

*** 
 
Farrell was my first new friend when I joined Redwood Writers. We were in a “How to Pitch Your Book” 
session, preparing for Agents/Publishers Day in the spring of 2011. We laughed, cried, rolled our eyes and 
practiced reading our brief rewrites, sentence by sentence, several times. From that day on we shared hugs, 
had writing and philosophical discussions, supported each other in many ways, including at RW meetings 
and open mics, and earlier this year at the 2014 Sitting Room Anthology Launch.  We had both responded to 
the prompt "When I First Realized I was a Feminist." Along the way Marystella and I discovered we knew 
his wife, a friend from a different venue. We pray a way will be found to publish Farrell's book, the ultimate 
tribute to him and to his wife, the woman who stood by him, sat with him and sang to him as he left this 
world.  – Jan Boddie 
 
 
Farrell Winter wrote with intensity and had a big heart. He was always there to help out. I so appreciated his 
friendship.  – Linda Reid 
 
 
I will always remember Farrell Winter on the day we first met, back in 2006. Farrell walked into a Sunday 
meeting of Redwood Writers when we were a small group that met in the Sonoma Arts Council Gallery on 
5th Street in downtown Santa Rosa. We were hoping to recruit new members, so when Farrell walked in I 
was overjoyed to see a new face among our intimate group already seated around the art installations. We 
shook hands, a strong, firm handshake, and remarked that our first and last names were the same. He was 
shy, intense, wasn't sure about joining the club and remained a guest to our monthly meetings for years. The 
year that Farrell finally became an official member was a milestone, in my mind. As a member, Farrell 
gained confidence as a writer, a reader of his works at open mics, then as a gracious volunteer. He was a 
staunch contributor and grew as Redwood Writers grew. Farrell continued to pursue his writing career and 
share his journey with us until his last days. I'm glad I saw him at our last meeting in November, said hello, 
and shook his hand--a firm, strong handshake. I didn't know I was saying goodbye. Blessings be, Farrell 
Winter! – Kate Farrell 
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I had met and spoken with Farrell a couple of times, but didn’t really know him well until we had signed up 
for a one day art class at the Sitting Room. We happened to be the only two people to show up! It was one of 
those classes where you are encouraged to touch base with your innermost longings and expressions. Of 
course, I had shown up with my usual bag of tricks of immense ego and insecurity. While I was struggling 
with my own self-absorption, I couldn’t help but notice the exceptional quality and character of Farrell. He 
was the real teacher in that room. He had such a gentle and kind approach. He met every exercise with an 
innocence and openness that impressed me as rare and pure. Since then I have always enjoyed exchanging 
writing ideas with Farrell and will miss his joyful enthusiasm, contagious passion, and sweet nature. – Jean 
Wong 
 
 
I was privileged to work with Farrell on the completion of his 
years of labor with his Feminist Sci-fi novel, ZOHU. It seems 
he was channeling an intelligence beyond his own in the scope 
and detail into which his writing delved. In it, he invented a 
world and culture worthy of our notice. It is a marvel and 
monument to his genius. With this he left behind a gift to us 
all. – Gor Yaswen 
 
 
I first met Farrell Winter seven years ago at Redwood Writers. 
He then joined my sci-fi/fantasy critique group, which met in 
Mysterious Future bookstore on Fifth Street (now Share 
Exchange). Redwood Writers then had its meetings when the 
bookstore was an art gallery. Farrell came with his manuscript 
and his open heart. That manuscript was his novel, Zohu, 
which he most recently fought with CreateSpace to see 
published before he died. Not because he wanted to say "Hey, look at me, I wrote a book." Not because he 
thought it would earn tons of money for his family. He wanted to see it published because of its feminist 
message. He cared very deeply about women's rights. In fact, the dedication I found on Wattpad reads: 
"Dedicated to the memory of Indigo Crone, 1947-2011, lifelong activist on the behalf of women's rights."  

He also wrote a piece for the YWCA's “Changing Hurt to Hope: Writers Speak Out Against Domestic 
Violence” series, now in the anthology Cry of the Nightbird: Writers Against Domestic Violence, which I co-
edited with Michelle Wing and Kate Farrell. All proceeds for Nightbird support the Y's services for those 
who are escaping that awful cycle of violence.    

Over the years, Farrell came to me with questions about writing, editing and publishing. Every email he 
sent was so gracious and warm, always apologizing for taking my time and wishing me well. I think he 
prized my abilities more than I did. But he trusted me to give it to him straight and knew I would always find 
the time to answer. On one occasion in 2012, he gave me a bottle of Portuguese port as a thank you gift. He 
knew I am Portuguese. I am humbled that I am the first individual listed in the acknowledgements for Zohu.  
I so wished that Zohu had been published before he left for his next adventure. Maybe it still will be. I hope 
his message of hope is read far and wide. I wish I had known him better; wish I had a chance to learn more 
about that kind soul, Farrell Winter. – Ann Hutchinson  
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer   3 



 
I will certainly miss Farrell Winter as a writer-friend and for his contributions to the Redwood Writers 
Branch. He was a copy editor, RW Open Mic Emcee and team member, and on the registration team for the 
monthly meetings. He always had friendly, yet quiet words to share. He served as a dedicated copy editor for 
The Redwood Writer newsletter for about four years, first under Editor Rob Koslowski and then for me 
during my time as the editor. He could always be depended on to find that odd bit of copy or slightly 
misplaced line. 

Farrell willingly stepped up to the mic to join Abby Bogomolny and me as part of the Open Mic team. 
Periodically over a three year term his dry sense of humor often entertained us as he announced Open Mic 
participants on the stage. He made all feel welcome.  His help in planning the featured readers for the Open 
Mic sessions was greatly appreciated. 

On the registration team he was frequently seen manning the flyers or RW sales tables, making all 
Redwood Writers feel welcome. Again, he quietly served. He will not be forgotten. – Robin Moore 
 
 
Farrell will always be remembered as a loving pet owner. The loss of his cat was devastating to him, and he 
wore his heart on his sleeve. Farrell was a feminist who was a kind-hearted, gentle man. He will be missed 
by many. May his memory be a blessing. – Pamela Fender 
 
 
I met Farrell in 2004. He was a passionate, smart man who loved books. He was known to frequent several 
Sonoma County readings including the Annual Sitting Room Publication Celebration. He would not only 
attend, but he also supported the former Sonoma County Book Festival as well as other well-known literary 
events. We had this in common. Over the years, we also shared our beliefs about human rights and feminism 
through writing and reading. Farrell was a proud member of Redwood Writers since 2006. His writings and 
conversations rewarded my sense of discovery and left me wanting more. – Juanita Martin 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Forty Years and Counting 
By Janice Rowley 

 
Forty years ago this year, Redwood Writers became the fourth branch of 

the California Writers Club.  Today, Redwood is the largest branch with 230 
members.  Dry facts, you say?  Oh, but just read between the lines.  Imagine 
these men and women, their hearts filled with the dream of writing, of being 
published, and, most important, of being read.  Imagine the thrill they 
experienced finding others to share their dream, their setbacks, and their 
successes. Then, thank them for taking the time and making the effort to build 
this community.  

Forty years sounds like a long time, but, to me, 1975 seems only a short 
memory away.  I was in my early thirties, newly married, proud owner of a 
house in San Francisco, stepping onto the corporate ladder, and blind to the 
dream of writing I was leaving behind.  This was the year I read Judith Rossner’s Looking for Mr. Goodbar 
and contemplated the injustice of finding a dream only to lose one’s life.  Rossner shared the number one 
position on the New York Times 1975 Best Seller List with James Michener, Joseph Heller, Arthur Hailey, 
E. L. Doctorow, and Agatha Christie.  I read them all. I was busier then and I read more.  I resolve to read 
more in 2015, including Redwood Writer member’s books.   The new Copperfield’s-Redwood Writers Book 
Club will provide an incentive, starting with our own New York Times/USA Today Best Seller List author, 
Sharon Hamilton.  

 The 2015 Redwood Writers anthology will celebrate the journey from 1975 to 2015 with prose and 
poetry from our own real or imagined journeys.  Amber Lea Starfire is the editor for this important edition. 
Now is a good time to start work on your submission.  I hope every member will join me on this journey. 

There are opportunities for you to write your own part in Redwood Writers history in 2015.  Committees 
will need Chairpersons and the Board will need members with vision. There are, and will continue to be, a 
variety of ways for you to contribute and share your energy and your talents.  Make 2015 the year you 
demonstrate your appreciation. This grateful community thanks you. 

Saturday Night Live premiered on NBC in 1975 and has skated through these forty years with great 
success.  Jaws, released in June 1975, remains culturally relevant and a must-see for each new generation.  
The war in Vietnam ended, Watergate was exposed, and The Way We Were was Song of the Year.  There 
are those of you among this column’s readers who were not yet born, or too young to relate to the time, 
when Redwood Writers was founded.  You are partners with those of us who do remember in a legacy of the 

passionate pursuit of writing.  Mark the 
significance of remembering times past for 
there are people, people with dreams, who lie 
behind all those dry facts of history, whether a 
history of a world, a country, a movie, a song, 
or a book. 

Happy New Year! 

Some of our board members (from left to 
right): Linda Reid, Robbi Sommers Bryant, 

Sandy Baker, Jan Rowley, Amanda McTigue, 
Jeane Slone, and Briahn Kelly-Brennan.  
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

KATHY RUEVE 
 

    
 

By Malena Eljumaily 
 
If you want to see Kathy Rueve's eyes light up 

and her voice rise with animated joy, ask her about 
the historical novel, Miracle of Light, which she's 
been working on for nearly seven years. It's set in 
16th century Portugal and she's done enough 
research for it to fill 20 books.  Still she insists the 
"details of any historical novel shouldn't be the 
focus." With this story she hopes to "take it to a 
place that's meaningful outside of time and place, 
so that it has universal appeal." Asked why she 
chose to set her novel in the early 1500's in Lisbon, 
she describes it as a "flashpoint of history." A truly 
fascinating time that most Americans know very 
little about: a time when Christians, Muslims and 
Jews may have lived in the same city, but the two 
minorities were ostracized and ghettoized. It was a 
period of crisis involving earthquakes, plague, 
drought, and a cold harsh winter. It all culminates 
in 1506 with the massacre of some 4,000 people.  
Kathy thinks she might have it finished in a few 
more years.  

I chose to profile Kathy because I know she is a 
dedicated writer and hope that her creative journey 
may be an inspiration to other writers, as it is to 
me. She wrote her first story, which was about a 
chipmunk, at age six and has never put down her 
pen. She says that sometime in the 1990's "I 
decided I was a writer." She went on to write a very 

 

bad novel (her opinion) and many short stories, 
some of which have been included in the 
Redwood Writers Anthologies through the years. 
Kathy has worked with a writing mentor, Deena 
Metzger, for more than 10 years now.  Her writing 
process has evolved into three steps: first, get it on 
the page; next, rewrite, edit and proof-read; then 
deepen it. That last step is what she hopes will 
elevate her writing to the next level. "Telling the 
story is the easy part: finding the true meaning of 
it is a little harder." 

In addition to her writing, Kathy facilitates a 
writing workshop in Oakmont.  She belongs to 
Wordweavers, a critique group she established 
with Ana Manwaring, Kerry Granshaw and the 
late Karen Bachelor about eight years ago. Back in 
2005 she became involved with writing and 
directing plays at Dominican College, but gave 
that up to concentrate on her novel. When asked 
which one lesson from her writing journey she 
would want to pass on to other aspiring authors, 
she said it would be that "there is so much 
meaning and depth beneath the superficial story 
and characters. Take the time to explore that and 
your writing will improve." 
 
 
 

Don't forget about the great flyers 
at the end of the newsletter!  
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POETRY PLACE 
 

Words 
—Crissi Langwell 
 
Words fly through my mind, in my eyes and out my ears,  
Through my pores and rest on my lips. 
As I walk through grocery stores they dance on melons. 
Sitting by a fountain they gurgle with the falling water. 
Adjectives and pronouns flutter in the whirring of the wings of bees. 
A baby puts the words that were clinging to her rattle into her curious mouth. 
A dog runs and jumps, catching the words that fly through the air. 
I pluck the words one by one from the literary tree growing in front of me 
And I place them in the growing tablet of my mind. 
But as soon as I put the pen in my hand to the notebook in my lap, 
Words scatter and vanish to secret hiding places  
That even I cannot find. 
 

For Farrell  
—Jan Boddie 
 
Bold brave body gone 
Broken heart breaks me open 
Your words deeds live on 
 
 

Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two 
will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the 
space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 
Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the 
following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  
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The Sitting Room held the last of their Asian American Literary and Cultural 
Exhibits in December. Sheila Bare, who organized the exhibit, offered an 
extensive display of books and publication lists. Lively talks, readings, and 
discussions were presented by Filipino, Japanese, and Chinese-American 
writers. Many thanks go to Sheila Bare and the Sitting Room for creating a 
space where ethnic and social minority voices can be heard! From left to right 
are: Jean Wong, Ruthanne Lum McCunn, Sheila Bare, and Luis Kong.  
– Jean Wong 

 
 
On January 24, 2015, for the third year in a row, Patricia V. Davis will be the 
featured author at Diva's Day Out: Nevada's largest women's event, with over 
7000 women in attendance. Free event features entertainment, giveaways and 
helpful information for women, including products, financial and spiritual 
counseling, and more. Patricia will be at the Radio105.7 booth signing copies of 
her book, The Diva Doctrine: 16 Universal Principles Every Woman Needs to 
Know. www.divasdayoutlasvegas.com  
– Patricia V. Davis 
 

 
My book launched December 1st by local publisher Eternal Press. I met the owners at 
the last Book Festival at the SRJC. It pays to volunteer! In Future Girls, the year is 
2145. Charity Northquest knows that her future is set—marriage, babies, dwindling 
resources. But when she’s accidentally sent back in time, she’s given a chance to 
make a change for a better future. But if she can’t succeed in 100 hours, she’ll be 
stuck in the past forever. www.FutureGirlsTheBook.com – Catharine Bramkamp 
 
 

 
The anthology Sisters Born, Sisters Found: A Diversity of Voices on Sisterhood will 
launch officially Jan. 5, 2015. Three events will follow: Sonoma County contributors 
will read at Dine with Local Authors at Gaia's Garden, Jan. 12, 6 p.m.; Anthology 
editor and author Laura McHale Holland will be at Books on Stage, Jan. 15, 7 p.m., 
Cloverdale Performing Arts Center; Marin County contributors will read and 
participate in a panel discussion Jan. 16, 7 p.m., Book Passage in Corte Madera. 
These evenings are designed to inspire; come on out for one, two or all three!  
– Laura McHale Holland 
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Come to a fascinating as well as humorous PowerPoint presentation about Jeane 
Slone’s novel, She Was An American Spy During WW II, on Saturday, January 10 at 2 
p.m. Jeane Slone, historical fiction author, will show slides and read passages of her 
recent book. This presentation is free and open to the public. Windsor Public Library, 
9291 Old Redwood Hwy., Windsor. 838-1020 info@jeaneslone.com – Jeane Slone 
 
 

 
 
 
Publishers Weekly reviewed my travel memoir, Cruising Panama's Canal, savoring 
5,000 nautical miles and 500,000 decadent calories, in its Dec. 8 edition. I had joined 
BookLife (Publisher Weekly's online presence for indie authors) and requested a book 
review several weeks ago. Even though I'd been told that PW rarely reviews indie 
books, our book got a review in the magazine and also a nice promo on the BookLife 
site. Just want to encourage other indie authors to pursue big-name reviews.  
– Sunny Lockwood 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

On Saturday, October 11, about 30 people 
gathered together at Copperfield's in 
Montgomery Village for another fabulous 
Redwood Writers 2014 Anthology Launch. 
We had a wonderful time listening to 
fabulously talented writers and enjoying 
cake!  

For those of you who were unable to 
attend, here is a photo taken of the readers 
that evening. Pictured left to right-
standing: Susan Littlefield, Lynn Millar, 
Susanna Solomon, Dave Mechling, Ana 
Manwaring, Jennie Frost Butler and Helen 
Sedwick. Seated: Harry Reid, Nina 
Tepedino, Venus Maher and Arletta 
Dawdy. In front: Jack Fender. (Not 
pictured: Deborah Taylor-French) 
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Your Writing is a Gift. Why Not Share It? 
By Robin Moore 

 
Step on up to the microphone and join us for the creative advantages of 

participating in the RW Open Mic sessions. Held on the fourth Saturday of each 
month, we welcome members of the Redwood Writers Branch on a small stage 
where they may share their work before a live audience, and we welcome the 
general public as well. 

Are you nervous about reading before an audience? This may be just the 
place for you to come on out and share up to five minutes of your writing in the 
open mic slots. The advantages are numerous. We hope you’ll soon ease into the 
thrill of presenting your work aloud.  This often becomes a regular habit of some 
RW members; it is enticing to experience the audience’s reactions to your well-
crafted writing. Then there are the advantages of getting to know other RW 
members. Friendships form, critique partners find each other, and we grasp 
those reactions of a live audience. Works of fiction, creative non-fiction, 
and poetry are welcome.  

Currently held at the Gaia’s Garden café on N. Mendocino Ave. in Santa 
Rosa, the open mics welcome two Redwood Writers featured readers for each month. For the January 24th 
session Jan Boddie, PhD, and Dimitri Morningstar will entertain us. Each featured reader has about twenty 
minutes to share some of his or her work, or discuss aspects of the research for writing. Short Q & A 
sessions follow each featured reader. We then have a short break for conversation, food and drinks, before 
following up with the open mic schedule of five minute sessions. All open mic dates are open to the public, 
so plan and practice your presentation for a general audience. 

How does one become a featured reader for these open mics? The best way is to show up on a regular 
basis and read for the five minute open mic slots. Until we get to know you at the open mics, we probably 
don’t have an inkling of your interest in being featured. Another advantage of participating in the open mic 
is the chance to sell your books. On that advantage, none of us want to pass. 

Robin Moore is a co-chair of the Redwood Open Mic, along with Abby Bogomolny. 

Helen Sedwick at a past 
Redwood Writers Open Mic 

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Jan Boddie & Dimitri Morningstar 
 

Open Mic is limited to five minutes for each person to read; no exceptions. This event is organized by 
Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit 
our website: redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 
Date:  Saturday, Jan. 24 
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 
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Call for Submissions  

Redwood Writers 2015 Anthology — Journeys 
 

 
 
 
Every year since 2006, the Redwood Writers Club has provided an opportunity for members to have their 

writing published in an anthology of selected works. This year’s anthology is extra special, because it marks 
a decade of Redwood Writers anthologies.   

To celebrate ten years of growing together as writers, this year’s theme is Journeys. So get to your pens, 
paper, and computers and write about the adventures, voyages, expeditions, passages, excursions, and any 
other journeys you’ve experienced or imagined. 

This year’s overall editor is Amber Lea Starfire, 
assisted by selection team members Kate Farrell and 
Helen Sedwick. All work must be submitted using the 
submission form at redwoodwriters.submittable.com 
/submit, and the pieces must in some way reflect the 
Journeys theme. 

We’re accepting poetry and prose, fiction and 
nonfiction submissions until the deadline, midnight 
March 1, 2015 PST.  

For more information, go to redwoodwriters.org to 
get all the details, download the flyer, and link directly 
to the anthology submission page. 
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Book launch, Special event  
Monday, January 12 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 
 
Sisters Born, Sisters Found: A Diversity of Voices on 
Sisterhood reveals the core of female hearts, divulges 
secrets, and captures poignant, compelling, complex 
relationships. 10+ authors from the anthology will read.  
  

For reservations call 544-2491 or 
info@jeaneslone.com 

 
$5.00 minimum food purchase 

 
Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through 

our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with many major 
merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 
Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip 
program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 
are signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in 
the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be 
automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. 
The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a 
registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1% to 16% of 
your order from 1,000 name brand merchants with no additional 
cost to you.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button 
on the left side of the page and follow the instructions! 

RedwoodWriters.org 

Make your own AUDIO BOOK! 
Want to make an audio book or use local 
voice actors? The CMedia Lab is a non-
profit sponsored by the city of Santa 
Rosa. For a fee of $85.00 a year or 
$44.50 for six months you can use their 
state of the art equipment and 
technicians! Please call: 569-8785, John 
Moran or email jmoran@cmedialabs.org 
You can also email Jeane Slone at 
info@jeaneslone.com for firsthand 
experience! 
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers, or not writing-related, will be rejected and your money 
returned. Ads are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of 
the month will be saved for the next newsletter. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 
Dear Redwood Writers, 

The end of the year is just as much a time of 
reflection as it is a time of planning the next 365 
days. For me, it’s a time to smile upon everything 
that worked well, and gather the lessons I learned 
from those things that didn’t.  

In 2014, I managed to publish two novels. I 
happily took over as editor of the newsletter this 
year. I paid off a few debts. And I took some risks 
and came out in one piece. 

I managed to accomplish much of what I set 
out to do this year. However, I can also think of 
the many times I allowed life to lead me by the 
collar instead of being the one in charge, just 
because it was the safe path to take. 

The passing of a friend is a sobering reminder 
about how short life really is. This last month, we 
lost Farrell Winter, our fellow member of 
Redwood Writers. Farrell was a unique human 
being with the power to affect anyone who came 
near him. Just look at the kind words so many had 
to say about him in the beginning of this 
newsletter! While it was known that his health 
was failing, his passing was a shock to many of 
us. His death magnified the delicate nature of our 
own existence on this earth, and reminded us of 
the numbered days we have to affect our own 
corners of the world, just as Farrell affected his. 

As the wise Mary Oliver asked, “Tell me, what 
is it you plan to do with your one wild and 
precious life?” 

This past year, did you accomplish everything 
you had planned for 2014? It’s okay if you didn’t. 
But that’s the beauty of a New Year—it’s a 
chance to start fresh.  

Here’s to 2015. May it be a year of intention 
for all of us.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Anything after this date will be 
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do 
not have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details and a text copy about your writing class or 
event.  
Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 
the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  
Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 
membership meeting. All members welcome.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 
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