
“Writers Helping Writers”        July 2014                              www.redwoodwriters.org                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            

 
                 
                      

 

NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTS 
2 President’s Message by Robbi Bryant 

3 Redwood Writers Board & Volunteers  

4 Member in the Spotlight  

5-6 Kidlit Corner 

7 Poetry Place 

8-9 Breaking News 

10 Announcements 

11 Author’s Support Group 

12 Editor’s Corner, Submission Guidelines  

13-21 Flyers 
 

 

2014 Author Launch Celebration of 
Redwood Writer Members 

Listen to snippets from a host of good books, 
pick up some great new reads, and join all of us 
in celebrating our writers’ publication successes! 
Members of Redwood Writers proudly bring 
forward 20 of their new literary efforts. 
Admission is free for all members of the general 
public, and $5 for club members.  

Featured writers and their works include: Sandy 
Baker, Howie’s Hummingbird Dilemma; Frances 
Caballo, Avoid Social Media Time Suck; 
Kymberlie Ingalls, Bridges: A Lifetime in Essay; 
Crissi Langwell, Forever Thirteen; Al and Sunny 
Lockwood, Cruising Panama’s Canal; Roger 
Lubeck, Port Royal Murder on Cove Lane; 
Charles Markee, Demon Invasion; Kay Mehl 
Miller, Love Comes at Twilight; Sabrina Rawson, 
Briksanna’s Sacrifice; Helen Sedwick, Self 
Publisher’s Legal Handbook; Jeane Slone, She 
Was an American Spy During WW II; Susanna 
Solomon, Point Reyes Sheriff’s Calls; Amber Lea 
Starfire, Not the Mother I Remember; Julia Park 
Tracey, Reaching for the Moon; Ayin Weaver, 
Bleed Through; Michelle Wing, Body on the Wall 
(poems); Julie Winrich, Night Terror; Nathaniel 
Robert Winters, The Penngrove Ponderosa; Jean 
Wong, Sleeping with the Gods; and Natasha Yim, 
Goldy Luck & the Three Pandas. 
 

Admission to Redwood Writers monthly meetings 
is generally $8 for non-members. For the Author 
Launch, the fee is being waived. This is the perfect 
opportunity for anyone who is interested in 
learning more about this local branch of the 
California Writers Club and what it has to offer in 
terms of workshops, contests, featured speakers, 
and more. 

For a brilliant, full color listing with book cover 
images and head shots of our authors, check out 
the flyer at the end of this newsletter. 
Date:  Sunday, July 13 
Time: 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.,  
Place: Flamingo Hotel, Empire Room  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Welcome to a new year of Redwood Writers! 
By Robbi Bryant 

 
Hello all, and welcome to the 2014-2015 year of Redwood 

Writers. Now that the elections are over, I want to thank 
everyone for their support during our last year and introduce our 
new board. 

First I want to thank Sandy Baker and Amanda McTigue for 
their immense enthusiasm and support as vice presidents during 
my 2013-2014 term. I am thrilled that Sandy is staying on as vice 
president and look forward to having our new vice presidents, 
David Ramirez and Jan Rowley, coming on board for 2014-2015, 
as well. Jan is also membership chair and David is the CWC and 
NorCal Board representative. Both Sandy and Thonie Hevron 
just finished their outstanding achievement as our 2014 
conference chairs. 

Returning as secretary is the fantastic Malena Eljumaily who 
did an incredible job as secretary in 2013-2014. Malena has been 
a vital member of the team. With great thanks, we say goodbye to 
the mathematical genius of Karen McCauliffe, our treasurer in 
2013-2014, and offer a big hello to Pamela Taueffer who is 
taking over Karen’s position. 

I also want to thank the entire board for all that they’ve done and say a big thank you for staying on this 
new term: 

 
Past President—Linda Reid 
Publicity Chair—Michelle Wing 
Newsletter Editor—Crissi Langwell 
Contest Chair—Marian Linder 
Member At Large—Jeane Slone 
 
Thank you again to all of the volunteers who made 2013-2014 such a great year. I look forward to 2014-

2015! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Ilene English  
Bonnie Alicia Berkeley  
Melanie Phoenix  
Mary Leo  
Kristana Arp  
Billie Settles 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
JAN ÖGREN  

    
 

by Venus Maher 
 
Jan Ögren is a developmental editor, 

international author, licensed psychotherapist, 
public speaker and professional photographer. She 
has numerous essays, short stories and poetry in a 
variety of publications. For over thirty years, she 
has apprenticed with a Mescalero Apache medicine 
man. She grew up near Paris, France and loves to 
travel, especially if it allows her to cross country 
ski or bike.  

Venus: I chose you because you make editing a 
delightfully fun process. What can you tell me 
about your approach to editing?  

Jan: As a psychotherapist I know the challenges 
communication can present and the many ways it 
can go astray. Helping writers edit their work is 
like helping clients learn to communicate with 
family members or friends. First I listen to what 
they want to say, their feelings and desires in 
saying it and the meta messages that are imbedded 
in their writing. Then I enjoy helping them craft 
their message so the reader can enter into their 
world and join with them through the magic of 
words. The tone of the writing, just like the tone of 
voice when speaking, has a tremendous and often 
neglected influence on how much the reader is 
drawn in or pushed away.  

For more than thirty years people have shared 
their inner realities with me. This tremendous 
wealth of experience enables me to guide authors in 
understanding their characters. It is similar to 
 

 

working with parents and their children. I 
encourage both parents and authors to lessen the 
urge to control so that they can appreciate the 
innate gifts presented.  

Venus: I hear how being a psychotherapist 
helps you as an editor and writer. Is there a way 
that your writing influences your psychotherapy 
practice?  

Jan: I'm one of the few therapists I know who 
will write notes for their clients during a session. 
I'll draw diagrams to show relationship and 
personal patterns, then craft phrases to help clients 
focus on their issues like: codependence is when 
it's easier to imagine another person’s needs than 
to listen to your own, or forgiveness is for giving 
yourself love. I also share stories and essays with 
them. At the end of their process with me they 
often have a folder full of notes I’ve written that 
they can refer to as they journey forward. 

Venus: What is your greatest challenge as a 
writer? 

Jan: I have too many projects! My poetry 
wants to marry my photography and give birth to 
a book. My self-help book begs me to finish it. 
My spirit guides are insisting I write my memoir. 
My collection of fables is almost ready for 
publication. And that’s just the beginning of the 
list.  

Venus: How does your shamanistic work 
affect your writing? 

 Jan: Spirits guided me to write Dividing 
Worlds. They said “write it and we will market it.” 
That’s how I ended up with my magical realism 
novel, Dividing Worlds, being published in Brazil. 
I also write about my experiences with my 
medicine teachers, and “Final Teaching”, a story 
from my memoir, Things for a Reason: The 
Making of a Shaman, is included in the Redwood 
Writers 2014 anthology.   

 Learn more about Jan at:  www.JanOgren.net 
 
 
 
 
     
 

Don't forget about the great flyers 
at the end of the newsletter!  

The Redwood Writer   4 

http://www.janogren.net/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you need an agent to get your children’s book manuscript 
into the hands of publishers? The short answer to that is “No.” 
In children’s publishing, there are still publishers open to 
unsolicited submissions, especially for picture books. Will it 
help to have an agent? Yes. If you’re aiming for larger 
publishing houses, many of these are closed to unsolicited 
submissions. But an agent can also help take the work out of 

KIDLIT 
CORNER 

 
having to pore over Writer’s Market and other publishing resources to find a publisher who 
publishes your kind of work (agents already have a sense of who publishes what in the 
industry), and preparing a submission package. And if a publisher makes an offer, agents 
will negotiate the contract for you, something most writers are not familiar or comfortable 
with.  

     There are agents who represent both adult and juvenile works. If you write in both 
categories, these are the agents you want to look for. However, if you’re primarily a 
children’s author (juvenile books from 0 - 18), my personal bias is to find agents who 
specialize in children’s books because they hob-nob with editors who acquire these 
manuscripts, attend children’s writing conferences, and know the industry really, really well. 

 
Some great resources to find children’s literary agents are: 
• Children’s Writer’s and Illustrators Market (CWIM) — 

www.writersdigestshop.com/2014-childrens-writers-illustrators-market-group     
• Association of Authors’ Representatives — aaronline.org/Find  
• Guide to Literary Agents blog — www.writersdigest.com/editor-blogs/guide-to-

literary-agents     
 
Agents who specialize in children’s literature and accept unsolicited or slush pile 

submissions: 
• BookStop Literary Agency — www.bookstopliterary.com 
• Andrea Brown Literary Agency  — www.andreabrownlit.com 
• Adams Literary Agency — www.adamsliterary.com  
• Sheldon Fogelman Agency — sheldonfogelmanagency.com  
• Red Fox Literary Agency (Only one agent, Danielle Smith, is accepting unsolicited 

submissions right now) — redfoxliterary.com/submissions.html   
• Jennifer De Chiara Literary Agency — www.jdlit.com  
• Upstart Crow Literary Agency (Only Danielle Chiotti is accepting submissions) — 

upstartcrowliterary.com/submit.html 
 

Continued on next page… 

All About Agents 
By Natasha Yim 
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The following are agents who specialize in children’s literature but DON’T accept 
unsolicited or slush pile submissions. However, they will often accept submissions from writers 
or illustrators who have attended a writer’s conference at which they presented. 

• Erin Murphy Literary Agency 
• Red Fox Literary Agency (Karen Grencik and Abigail Samoun) 
• Upstart Crow Literary Agency (all their other agents) 

 
Children’s writers’ conferences where you will find agents: 
• SCBWI North & East Bay Fall Conference — sfnortheastbay.scbwi.org/events/october-

17-18-fall-conference 
• The Book Passage Childrens’ Writers and Illustrators Conference — 

bookpassage.com/childrens-writers-illustrators-conference 
• SCBWI Summer Conference — www.scbwi.org/events/43rd-annual-summer-conference-

in-los-angeles   
• Big Sur Children’s Writing Workshops — bigsurwriting.wordpress.com (they have it 

twice a year, March and December) 
 
Remember though, to make that manuscript as polished and perfect as it can be before you 

submit, and read submission guidelines carefully. 
 
Happy writing and agent-hunting! 
 

Natasha Yim is the author of two picture books and two children's 
biographies: OTTO'S RAINY DAY (Charlesbridge Publishing, 
2000), CIXI, THE DRAGON EMPRESS (Goosebottom Books, 
2011), SACAJAWEA OF THE SHOSHONE (Goosebottom Books, 
2012) and GOLDY LUCK AND THE THREE PANDAS 
(Charlesbridge Publishing, 2014). She has also written for the 
children's magazines, "Highlights for Children," "Appleseeds," and 
"Faces." Natasha is represented by Karen Grencik of Red Fox 
Literary who is currently submitting a new picture book manuscript 
for her, and she's working on a middle grade novel. 
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POETRY 

 

The Voice    
—David Sandri 
 
The voice has passed 
The voice has ceased 
The voice of St Louis, of Stamps, of the Bay 
 
The streetcars ring silent 
The album plays no more 
The bird in the cage bows its head 
 
In Winston-Salem, the classroom is quiet 
In New York, the stage is dark 
In Hollywood, the film has rolled its final 
credits 
 
Yet, the voice remains 
As strong and vibrant as ever 
As long as we listen, 
And let the words become action 
 
 

Be Careful 
—Belinda Riehl 
 
Words can hurt like a punch 
Stomach gets sick, head hurts, eyes water 
Misunderstandings mend quickly 
But direct strikes stab. 
 
Words are only sounds in our ears 
How do they reach our eyes to make tears, 
Churning a pathway through our guts 
Ending with a direct hit to the heart? 
 
Gossip scratches and scrapes 
Opinions have blunt-force 
But truth is the most lethal 
With serrated edges that can make us bleed. 
 
Apologies are surgical repair 
Required for healing 
But scars remain 
Words wound. 
 
 

A Tribute to Perfection 
—Nathaniel Robert Winters 
 
Pi r squared 
mathematical perfection.   
pie is round 
undeniable temptation. 
 
When Adam tasted forbidden fruit 
diabolical snake must have had the recipe 
for pie 
Eve baked the heavenly fruity confection 
no man could avoid such a devilish 
invitation. 
 
George Washington chopped down the 
cherry tree 
not ready to lead a revolution 
he could not tell a lie, 
needed cherries to make a pie. 
 
Please bake cherry, berry or apple, 
my love for pie is truly weird 
How big? 
Just use pi r squared 
 
 
 

Poetry Place is now a regular 
feature in the newsletter. 
Each month a poem or two 
will be selected to be printed 
in the newsletter. Poems will 
be chosen based on the space 
available. Send one poem per 
person. Use 12 point Times 
New Roman font. Shorter 
poems work best. Send 
poems as a Word document 
and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.
com. **Note: Poems need to 
be sent by the 10th of the 
month to be included in the 
following month’s issue.  

- Juanita Martin  
 

PLACE 
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Anthology Not Your Mother's Book...On Working for a Living accepted The Pickle, 
The UFO and the Fire Department, a memoir about model hot air balloons launched 
by retired teacher John J. Lesjack. The anthology is slated for release this coming fall.  
RWC members heard the story during an Odd Month reading where free cookies were 
provided (Thank you, Tami!).  Lesjack, motivated by a live audience, has published 
one story a month, so far this year. – John J. Lesjack 

 
 

I have just released my new book, West Newport Blues, on Amazon and Kindle. I’ve 
concentrated my marketing in Orange County and it is picking up steam. I have sold over 
200 books so far and have received glowing reviews in the Orange County Register 
newspaper from world famous surfer and writer Corky Carroll. If you are looking for a 
great summer read for yourself or your young adults (teenagers) check out my reviews 
on Amazon.  – P. S. Foley 

 
On June 1st I was interviewed by poet Gor Yaswen on radio station KOWS of 
Occidental.  After introducing myself and talking a little about my feminist science-
fiction novel, Zohu, A Land Ruled by Women, Gor had me read a five-minute selection.  
I chose the first five minutes of chapter 13, the first chapter in the book to occur on the 
planet Earth.  I am currently working with CreateSpace to get the novel published. – 
Farrell Winter 

 
 
My debut novel San Francisco is coming in January 2015 from “Love, Sex & Merlot,” an 
imprint of The Zharmae Publishing Press L.L.C.! Please check out my author announcement 
at lovesexnmerlot.com/2014/05/22/announcing-marian-lindner.  I am so grateful for all of 
your support. You helped make my dream come true. Hooray for Redwood Writers! See more 
at www.marianlindner.com. – Marian Lindner 

 
 

 
My collaborator, Elizabeth Fuller, and I will be traveling east to present a performance 
and concert reading based on our memoir, Co-Creation: Fifty Years in the Making, at the 
Ko Festival of Performance in Amherst, MA, July 25-27, and a workshop, "Shape-
shifting Your Story," July 28-Aug. 2.  We'll also present our play, “Gifts,” for house 
concerts in Bloomsburg, PA, Holyoke, MA, and Goshen, IN. – Conrad Bishop 
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On Saturday, July 12, Redwood Writer Jeane Slone is presenting a slide show of her 
award winning book, She Flew Bombers, at The Truckee Tahoe Airshow, located at 
10356 Airport Rd., Truckee. The free family event will take place that Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be a pre-event dinner on Friday, July 11, with a cost of $50. – 
Jeane Slone 
 

Michelle Wing is pleased to announce that The California Journal of Women Writers, an 
online journal, published both an interview with her and a review of her new book of poetry, 
Body on the Wall. The interview appeared on May 14, and the review on June 6. You can find 
them by logging on to tcjww.org and typing her name into the search box. – Michelle Wing  
 
 

Scott Lummer will be hosting a staged reading of four of his short plays—three 10-minute 
plays and a one act play—on Sunday, July 27, at 7:00, at the 6th Street Playhouse Studio: 
52 W. 6th Street, Santa Rosa.  The one act play, Golden Girl, is a dramedy featuring three 
of Sonoma County’s legendary actresses – Mollie Bolice, Lennie Dean, and Monica 
McKey.  The three short plays are a drama, mystery, and comedy.  Admission is free.  
– Scott Lummer 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Some of this year’s officers and board members at the June meeting. 
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Julie Winrich and Kent Sorenson 
The MC will be Robin Moore 

 
Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Date:  Saturday, July 27 
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: NEW PLACE!  
Gaia’s Garden, 1899 Mendocino 
Ave., Santa Rosa 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our 
website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with many major 
merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 
Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip 
program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you are 
signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in the 
eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be 
automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. 
The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a 
registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of 
your order from 1,000 name brand merchants without any 
additional cost on your part.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button 
on the left side of the page and follow the instructions! 

Books on Stage 
 

Beginning in July, the Cloverdale Performing Arts Center (CPAC) will host a 
free every-other-month reading series called Books on Stage. The first event is 
on Thursday, July 10 at 7 p.m. and features Sonoma County Poet Laureate 
Katherine Hastings and KRCB’s Gilbert Mansergh. Michelle Wing serves as 
host and emcee. For more information, contact Michelle at 
michelle@michellewing.com. 209 N. Cloverdale Blvd., Cloverdale 
 

RedwoodWriters.org 
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 
free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½-inch) ads 
cost $25 and double size (4 x 7-inch) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a 
jpeg or tif. No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and 
writing-related. The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing 
related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers, 
This week I had to make the difficult decision 

to set down the manuscript I’ve been working on 
and walk away. I was more than 30,000 words 
into what was supposed to be the final book of my 
trilogy, and it just wasn’t working. Frankly, I was 
bored with the storyline, I was getting too caught 
up in unimportant details, and, despite it being a 
love story, I just didn’t believe the main characters 
were capable of romance.  

If I couldn’t get excited about the story, 
imagine how the readers would feel! 

Of course, there’s a fine line between when to 
persevere with writing a story and when to let it 
go. It generally takes a few thousand words to hit 
your stride, or rather, for your characters to grab 
the pen and start writing the story on their own. 
Other times, you just have to continue writing the 
muck, and then polish the words in the editing 
stage to let the beauty of the story show.  

At this month’s meeting, I am so excited to be 
a part of twenty authors who will share a bit about 
their novels that made it through every stage of 
doubt, dread, perseverance, hard work, and the 
courage to keep going. The novel I’ll be sharing is 
one I also almost gave up on, but managed to stick 
through to the end. The result is a book I couldn’t 
be more proud of, and that, in my opinion, holds 
some of my best writing so far.  

So what’s the moral? Pay attention to what’s 
working, and what isn’t. If you’re struggling with 
a piece of writing, push yourself to keep going. If 
you still can’t breathe life into it, set it down and 
walk away. You can always come back later. 

For me, I don’t feel like I wasted my time on 
the book I’m walking away from. I feel like it’s 
only leading me to the story that works. 

— Crissi  Langwell 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Anything after this date will be 
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do 
not have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details and a text copy about your writing class or 
event.  
Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 
the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  
Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 
membership meeting. All members welcome.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 
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A huge horray! PR Director, Michelle Wing is responsible 
for all the press, flyers, and most of printed materials that 
RW puts out…and it’s a load full! And this will be 
Michelle’s 3rd year at the job.  
 
Membership… 
Jan Rowley has our membership roster in great shape and 
is heading to her second year. We are lucky to have her 
efficient and smiling ways. Jan also heads up the 
Accreditation Committee along with David Ramirez and 
Sandy Baker. 
 
Thank you Karen McAuliffe for serving as Treasurer this 
year and for taking RW paperless. We are green and 
current! 
 

                           

 

     CWC Leadership Conference and 
      Hot Summer Nights at Copperfields 
 
Nominating Committee... 
Thank you Osha Belle Hayden for 
chairing  this important position. Osha 
and her team (Jeanne Jusaitis, Linda 
Reid, Robbi S Bryant) have secured our 
leadership with strong dedicated 
people. 

 
Thank you Linda Reid for chairing  our 
Play Contest and Festival for the 4th 
successful year. Our collaboration with 
6th Street Playhouse allows contest 
winners to see their plays produced 
and garners RW great publicity, not to 
mention over $1500 each year in 
funds.  

And a bravo to Melena Eljumaily for 
chairing Opening Night Party! 
 

Redwood Writers Volunteers - Thank YOU! 
June 2014  

 
 
A healthy club is one where members volunteer to help support 
activities. Well, RW must be in the peak, because over 60 of you 
worked in some capacity during the last 12 months. Let’s all give 
each other a hand! 
 
Board of Directors as of June 2014 
President - Robbi Sommers Bryant 
3 VPs -  Sandy Baker, David Ramirez, and  Jan Rowley 
Secretary - Malena Eljumaily 
Treasurer  -  Pamela Taeuffer 
Past President – Linda Loveland Reid 
Other Board Members - Jeane Slone, Amanda McTigue,  
Michelle Wing, Crissi Langwell, Marian Lindner 
 
Leaving the Board ....Thank you to Susan Littlefield (Newsletter 
Editor), Karen McAuliffe (Treasurer), and Julie Winrich (Treasurer 
and Membership) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What a club!  
 

What fabulous Members! 



Book Festival… 
Even though 2013 was the last Book Festival, it was a doozy! 
Held at SRJC, it poured down rain as Chair David Ramirez 
schlepped materials in and out!   
Ana Manwaring chaired the Reading Circle again.  
RW sponsored The Redwood Academy, chaired by Amanda 
McTigue.Other team members were Robbi S Bryant and Linda 
Reid.  
 
Website…In today’s world no organization can be effective 
without a website and ours is fabulous thanks to Web Editor 
Kate Farrell, who has guided our cutting-edge website since 
2009. Robbi is assisting. Julie Winrich serves as Web Assistant 
Admn.  
  
Member in the Spotlight. Want to learn more about RW 
members? Every month the newsletter prints an article written 
by a RW member about a RW member. Thanks  Osha Hayden 
for chairing the last 4 years.   
 
Author Launch… Every July RW honors those who  
have published with a party at the July meeting. An event not 
to be missed! Jeane Slone has been terrific  
chair for last 2 years, and also founded Dine With Authors.  
 
Thank you Al King for donating wine from your Gold Award 
winning winery for our various events. Yum! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
   

 

Writers Conference,   April 2014. 
What a smash success! Thank you to Co-
Chairs Sandy Baker and Thonie Hevron.  
Here’s the rest  of the Team… 
Karen McAuliffe, Robert Digitale, Jan 
Boddie, Marlene Cullen, Jonathan Hayden, 
Kate Farrell, Linda Reid, Charles Markee, 
Jeanne Jusaitis, Brenda Bellinger, Linda 
McCabe, Robbi S Bryant, Natalie Moon-
Wainwright, David Ramirez, Kent Sorenson  
Helen Sedwick, Michelle Wing, Jean Wong, 
and Natasha Yim. Whew!                 
                  
 
 
 Registration Team… 
Chair Sandy Baker’s team gets  
folks into meetings and greets them too.  
 
Team… 
Sher Gamard, Mona Mechling, Kathryn  
Miller, Julie Henig,  
Julie  Winrich, Farrell Winter,  
Elspeth Benton, Al King,  
Marilyn Wolters, Amanda  McTigue, Jan 
Boddie, Lilith Rogers, Nancy Gallop,  
Mary Mitchell, Elaine Maikovska, and 
Mariel Green 
 
Author Support Group has grown so large 
that Facilitator Deborah Taylor-French 
has been joined by Jeanne Jusaitis. Super 
opportunity for members to discuss all 
writing issues.  
 
Jonathan Hayden is our photo guy who 
takes all those great pics and posts them 
on Flickr for all of us to enjoy! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Writers Conference, Thonie Hevron and Sandy Baker 
  

 
 



Author Launch – July 13 meeting – guests are FREE! 
Anthology Launch Party – September 28   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 Redwood Writer Anthology – For 8 straight years, RW has 

sponsored an anthology , giving members opportunity to be 
published. This year’s  Editor is Jeanne Miller and her editorial 
team, Ana Manwaring, Mark Pavlecheck, Roger Lubeck, Juanita 
Martin and John Abbott. Linda Reid is Board Liaison for 5th year. 
 
Launch Party for Anthology was headed up by Ana Manwaring, 
and held at Harry and Linda Reid’s garden. Thanks to all for 
great readings, lovely setting and good food.  
 
And speaking of launches, this year Redwood Writers published 
a Poetry Anthology with over 160 poems by members. Editor is 
Catharine Bramkamp, an author of many books. Catharine’s 
Team was Linda Reid, Michelle Wing, Pamela Taeuffer, Carl 
Sutter and Juanita Martin. Book was launched at Conference. 
 
Contests…each year Redwood offers many contests. 
Linda Reid has served for 4 years as overall Contest Coordinator. 
Following are contest chairs for 2013….  
Memoir Contest – Malena Eljumaily 
Fiction Contest –  Marian Lindner 
Poetry Contest –   Marie Millard 
Short Play Contest – Linda Reid 
Conference Contests chairs – Helen Sedwick and Linda Reid  
 
Critique Groups – Marie Judson coordinates members looking  
to form a critique group. Email Marie for help. 
 
Thanks to Jeane Slone for getting Redwood Writers on the air 
 for KRCB TV. There were 12 stars born that night! 
 
We loved your food! Thanks to Heidi Sue Roth and husband 
David Sandri for providing yummies. Also to Nina Tepedino for 
rustling up some great spreads. 
 
Open Mic at So Co Coffee is now in it’s 4th year thanks to the 
continued leadership of Robin Moore, Abby Bogomolny and 
Farrell Winter. Stop by and read your pearls every 4th Saturday. 
  
Did you know that most of the volunteers listed here have 
published books in last 12 months. Want to get your book 
published? Be a RW Volunteer! 

 
 

 
 

Play Festival 
Kate Farrell, Jan Boddie, Linda Reid, and 

Laura McHale Holland 
 
 

 

Redwood Writers is one of 19 branches 
of the California Writers Club. President 
Robbi has represented our club at these 
meetings, a very important job. She also 
attended NorCal, meetings of the 
northern branches of the state. Now, 
David Ramirez has stepped into this slot.  

 
 
              Jean Slone at KRCB TV

 



 

 
                             Retreat in June 2013

 

Redwood Writes Speakers 
Linda McCabe has lined up great speakers for over 11 
years. And published her book! This year she stepped 
down and a Presentation Committee was formed, 
headed by y Kate Farrell, and assisted by Linda Reid 
and Robbi Bryant. 
 
Social Media Editor. .. Congratulations to Natalie  
Moon-Wainwright for monitoring our important 
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and eCalendars.  You have 
made RW shine in all the right places.  
 
Redwood Library Open Mic is chaired by  
Tami Casias where readings by both members and the 
public are heard at Central Library. Great fun! 
 

And a huge hug to every member who 
attended meetings and events this year. 

                    We love you! 

“writers helping writers” 
 

 
 

 
 

COMPANY NAME HERE 
Street Address 
Suite 555 
City, State 55555 
 
 
 

    Redwood Writers Retreat is held every June 
and chaired by President, where over 25 
members review the year and events. This 
by-invitation event is a major step in keeping 
our club vital for members. 
 
Thanks President Robbi for organizing Hot 
Summer Nights where members read from 
their work at Copperfields Books. Don’t miss 
this year’s line up! 
 
All congrats and complaints gladly accepted 
for the development of this rag by yours 
truly, Linda Reid. 
 

 
 

Anthology Launch September 2013

 

Redwood Salon 

A favorite with devoted readers, Sher 
Gamard has headed up this loved event for 
last 2 years. Join in a social gathering with 
fellow writers to eat, drink and be merry…oh, 
and to also read! 



Flamingo Conference  & Resort Spa
2777 Fourth St., Santa Rosa, CA 95405 (707) 545-8530

Frances Caballo,
Avoid Social Media Time Suck

Crissi Langwell, Forever ThirteenFlyer Design 
by Michelle Wing

Al & Sunny Lockwood, Cruising Panama’s Canal

Roger Lubeck, 
Port Royal Murder on Cove Lane

Charles Markee, Demon Invasion Kay Mehl Miller, Love Comes at Twilight

Redwood Writers
2014 Author Launch

Sunday, July 13
2-5 p.m.

All guests attend free.
Spend an afternoon listening to authors read from 

their works, with time to meet-and-greet, purchase 
signed copies, and discover new favorites!



Redwood Writers is one of 19 branches of the California Writers 
Club, currently its largest branch with over 250 members. It is a pro-
fessional writers club open to writers of all genres. For more infor-
mation about Redwood Writers, its activities, and how to join, go to 
www.redwoodwriters.org.

Natasha 
Yim,
Goldy 
Luck & 
the Three 
Pandas



& present
Hot Summer Nights

Four Tuesdays of Free Author Readings in July, 7-8 p.m.
Copperfield’s Books, Montgomery Village

775 Village Court, Santa Rosa

Love & Poetry

Michelle Wing
Patricia Nelson
Juanita Martin

Pamela Taeuffer
Kay Mehl Miller

Short Stories

Jean Wong
Jo Lauer

Kate Farrell
Sunny Lockwood

Children/YA

Charles Markee
Jeanne Jusaitis

Sandy Baker
Natasha Yim

Fiction

Jeane Slone
Julie Winrich

Thonie Hevron
Lenore Hirsch

July 8 July 15

July 22 July 29



Redwood Writers
Library Open Mic

Fire

Redwood Writers member Tami Casias emcees this every-other-month af-
ternoon of literary delights from Sonoma County authors. Each Open Mic has a 
theme, but readers are welcome to share any writing they like. The initial reading 
slots are reserved for Redwood Writers members; then open mic spots are avail-
able for the general public, first come, first served.

The open mic takes place in libraries throughout the 
county. Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work in 
public! 

Sign up by e-mailing rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org. 

www.redwoodwriters.orgFlyer Design by Michelle Wing

Saturday 
July 19, 2014
Noon - 2 p.m.

Santa Rosa Central Library
211 E Street, Santa Rosa

(707) 545-0831



Contest awards—local to international—are one public measure that 
assess the quality of your work. Like a light switch, awards illuminate 

opportunities and let you shine above the crowd. 

Award-winning author Katy Pye will share highlights of her publishing 
process and insider tips into award contests—how recognition can 

make a difference in your publishing experience, and even boost sales.

About Katy Pye 
Katy Pye calls herself an “evolver.” Born and raised in a Northern California 
farming town she sold bearings, belts, and chains to farmers, owned a catering 
and cooking school business, earned a college degree at 42, and is a wife and 
mother. Retired executive director of a California Resource Conservation District, 
she moved to the Mendocino coast and built one form of environmentalism into 
another. 

Launched in April 2013, Pye’s Elizabeth’s Landing is a self-published, debut novel. 
The book is enjoying top reviews from young people and adults, including support 
from award-winning authors Catherine Ryan 
Hyde and David Corbett. The novel has earned 
three international book awards: Writer’s Digest’s 
2013 Self-Published e-book Awards-First Place 
in Fiction, Nautilus Book Awards-Silver in Young 
Adult Fiction, and Next Generation Indie Book 
Awards-Gold for Children/Juvenile Fiction. 

FLYER DESIGN BY APRIL GREEN
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club 8/10/14 Meeting www.redwoodwriters.org

Redwood Writers Presents: Katy Pye

From Published
To Prized
An Inside Look at 

Book Award Contests

http://katypye.com
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