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16 Top Secret Publishing Tips 
from Bestselling E-Book Authors 

 

Mark Coker shares 16 best practices of the 
most successful self-published e-book authors. 
Learn how to self-publish with pride and 
professionalism. Learn simple, yet important, 
strategies that will make your book more 
accessible, more discoverable and more desirable 
to readers. The session draws upon the best 
practices and advice contained in Coker’s free e-
book, The Secrets to Ebook Publishing Success, 
and includes new insights not covered in the 
book. 

Based in Los Gatos, Mark Coker founded 
Smashwords in 2008 to make it fast, free and 
easy for authors to publish and distribute an e-
book. Today, Smashwords has grown to become 
the world’s largest distributor of self-published e-
books. Around the world, 100,000 authors and 
small independent presses publish and distribute 
more than 300,000 books with Smashwords. 
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, June 14 
Time:   2:30 – 5 p.m. 
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $8/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 
Want to be kept up to date on Redwood Writers 
events and happenings, contest deadlines and 
more? Check out our calendar at 

redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

https://www.smashwords.com/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/calendar/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Time to Say Goodbye 
By Robbi Sommers Bryant 

 
Hello Redwood Writers! 
After almost 3 years, it’s time for me to say goodbye as president. My 

term is ending but I’ll still be around, volunteering in other ways: first, as 
co-chair for the 2016 Redwood Writers Conference and also, on the board 
as past president.  

I’ve had an incredible time as your president and I want to thank 
everyone for being so supportive. I’ve gotten to know so many of you and 
it’s been simply delightful. Your personal messages of support made a big 
difference and I appreciate them all. 

During the past few years, the board and I strengthened our relationship with Copperfield’s by creating 
Hot Summer Nights, started a RW book club, and set up some of Copperfield’s speakers on our calendar. A 
new presentation team was created with the intention of finding speakers who would be more interactive 
with our members, Redwood Academy came to life, and we made a point of having great teachers as 
presenters and workshop leaders. 

A new format for the Redwood Writers 
leadership retreat was created, and the calendar 
was revamped. Also, the business part of the 
meetings was shortened, giving more time to 
network and more time for our speakers.  

I owe everything to the people on the board 
and the volunteers who worked on committees. 
With their help, I’ve been able to make these 
things happen. I’m especially grateful to past 
president Linda Reid for mentoring me, since 
that first day when I was told, “Hey, our current 
president is taking a sabbatical, so you’re 
president now.” 

“Now?” 
“Yes, now.” 
I leave you with a new president coming on 

board who is extremely capable and willing to 
go to bat for our members. 

Again thank you so much for allowing me to 
feel like a queen for these last years. Even 
though I’m stepping down, I’m still going to 
wear a tiara. 

 
Your Prez 
Robbi Sommers Bryant 
 
  
 

NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN! 
 
Over the past month, your Nominating Committee, 
Jeane Slone, Deborah Taylor-French, and Linda 
Loveland Reid, have contacted members in an effort 
to put together a slate of candidates for the June 14 
election.  
 
The following Redwood Writers Club members are 
up for election:  
 
President: Sandy Baker 
Vice Presidents: Bill Haigwood (board member, PR 
director) and Christina Goulart (assists treasurer and 
greeting hostess for meetings) 
Secretary: Malena Eljumally 
Treasurer: Briahn Kelley-Brennan 
  
Nominations are now open until June 1. All 
nominations must be in writing. The nominee must 
also write a letter that states he or she will accept the 
nomination. Please send your nominations to the 
Nomination Chair: info@jeaneslone.com. 
 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

BILL HAIGWOOD 

    
 

by Dave Mechling 
 

   William Cook Haigwood is this month’s member 
in the spotlight. His current book is entitled 
Journeying the Sixties: A Counterculture Tarot. It 
is a history of the Sixties illustrated with 
photographs Haigwood took as a journalist during 
the period.  The photos have been made into tarot 
cards. 

Bill, as he prefers to go by, met me for this 
interview on a Sunday afternoon in a local coffee 
shop in Santa Rosa. Here are some things we 
talked about: 

D: How long have you been writing and what 
got you started? 

B: It was during the Free Speech Movement of 
1964.  I worked for the local daily, The Berkeley 
Gazette, after being on my high school paper while 
I attended Cal. Things really took off one day at  
U.C. Berkeley. There were people protesting and 
being arrested so I rushed to a payphone, called the 
paper. It was up to me, they said; call them when I 
had a story.  My early coverage of the FSM began 
my long career in journalism—30 years as a 
reporter, editor and publisher for several 
newspapers… 

D: How long have you been a member of 
RWC? 

B: I've been a member for 4 years. In addition 
to being a member, I'm also the P.R. person.  

 
 

D: After leaving U.C. Berkeley, what interests 
did you pursue? 

B: I spent nearly 15  years  covering the 
counterculture along the West Coast. During my 
time as a graduate at Humboldt State, I wrote, 
directed and acted in a film biography of social 
and political activist Emma Goldman. 

D: Do you have a favorite author? 
B: James Joyce, Doris Lessing,   

D.H. Lawrence, John Updike, Jack Kerouac. I’m 
currently reading Sylvia Plath’s unabridged 
journals. 

D: Was there a favorite book when you were 
young? 

B: Earth Abides, by George Stewart. It was an 
elegant, post-apocalyptic science fiction novel set 
in the Bay Area. 

D: What are your styles of writing? 
B: I write literary fiction. I have completed 

four novels about life in the post-counterculture 
and am completing a fifth. The first will be 
published this fall. 

D: Do you write daily? 
B: I write early in the afternoon and try to write 

2000 words a week. 
D: What was the inspiration for your book? 
B: Being a journalist during the Sixties, the 

beginning of counterculture, it was important to 
me to observe what was going on and document it 
both in writing and with photography. 

D: When in your opinion did the counterculture 
end? 

B: It ended in  1978  when Saturday Night 
Fever, disco and the Bee Gees were the new thing.  

D: Are there any thoughts or advice you’d like 
to share? 

B: The most useful approach to writing literary 
fiction is an attitude of honesty about experience 
and what comes up while probing the issues that 
arise for a character. The character needs to also 
be honest. Most important is to be honest in every 
part of a memoir.  

Look for William Cook Haigwood's book and 
tarot at Amazon, Apple Store or Google. Bill’s 
tarot deck has been given a rare five-star rating by 
Aeclectic.net, the world’s clearinghouse of 
creative tarot. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Journeying-Sixties-Counterculture-William-Haigwood-ebook/dp/B00D7ILV96/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/counterculture-tarot/id791153811?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.foolsdog.counterculture
http://aeclectic.net/
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POETRY PLACE 
 

Late Spring 
—Jan Boddie 
 
Forget-me-nots thrive 
While dog wears dark sticky seeds 
Blue blooms stay intact 
 

Rhyme No More! 
—Pamela Heck 
 
Rhyming is passé,  
or so they say, 
and wanting  
to be recognized 
as serious,  
rather than spurious, 
I try to refrain. 
No matter that I find rhyme 
juicy and delicious; 
I bow to the officious guardians 
of modern verse. 
Rhyme no more! 
 
Blank verse is “in”,  
but I go blank on “blank” 
and must rehearse 
being more modern. 
What is Wordsworth worth 
if he won’t stop rhyming? 
I advise him to forget the rhyme 
and concentrate on timing. 
Stop teaching 
“Stopping by Woods 
On a Snowy Evening.” 
It’s deceiving. 
Children will grow up 
thinking rhyming is OK, 
and then, rhyming 
will NEVER go away. 
 
(dedicated to Kay Ryan) 
 

Those Are Not Clouds 
—Mark Pavlichek 
 
Research tells us a new habit can be created 
In the space of two weeks 
Remember if you can, when the sky is blue 
Straight up or looking 
Toward the horizon? 
But tonight, there is a chemical-circle around the sun 
Created by a haze that’s drifted in from the West. 
A haze twenty years in the making. 
Now even the coastal vales are as choked with this strange mist 
As the valley view from Sebastopol to Saint Helena. 
Imagine, then, the twenty year olds, or the babies being born today 
Who will never know a truly blue sky, or a clear view 
Who’ve in their entire short lifetimes formed 
The habit of seeing only what has been put there. 
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two 
will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the 
space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 
Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the 
following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

Tarot: Aces of Cups 
—Linda L. Reid 
 
Her hand thrusts forward from storm clouds 
And grabs onto the cup, elevating it,  

daring the sprinkles, 
The sky blue water, even the gentle floating lilies. 
 
The dove watches, blesses the moment,  

prays for her strength. 
 
But when is her time up? When can she withdraw? 
The cup becomes heavy, dense pewter  

weighing her delicate mortification down. 
 
She can barely continue the punishment, 
And then it becomes suddenly light, 

the water gently gripping from the sides, 
 
Cooling her hand that now descends to the water,  

to meet the water, to join together in peace. 
 
And so, the cup has been the struggle,  

the watery energy to go on,  
the dove is one’s spiritual being. 

 
And the hand? It is that of duty,  

of wo-mankind. Of survival. 
 

Comments from our readers 
and contributors to Poetry Place 
 
Poetry Place is a place of freedom and 
inspiration for all writers to experiment 
with words, create beauty, extract or 
make a statement! 
—Juanita J. Martin, Poet 
 
Our last newsletter showed that Poetry 
Place embraces all of life, be it in prose 
form or in poems. 
—Teresa Henry, Poet 
 
I appreciate Poetry Place as an 
opportunity to “meet” more Redwood 
Writers, be inspired by their creativity 
and poetry lessons.  I send my gratitude 
to Juanita for offering this every month. 
—Jan Boddie, Non-Fiction Writer 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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Stolen Light! The Redwood Writers 2016 Poetry Anthology 

Now open for submissions 
By Fran Claggett, Editor 

 
I know you have been waiting — two years — for this news. The beat 

goes on, indeed, and my editorial team and I are eagerly looking forward to 
reading the poems that you have been writing, are working on now, and 
plan to write before the September 15th deadline.  
   As an added incentive, my team and I are planning a Poetry Workshop 
August 21st (details below), in which we will give you a chance to learn 
more about how to give your work the best possible chance of being 
selected for our forthcoming anthology, Stolen Light. Yes, that is the title, 
and your poems are the lights that you will have fashioned into small works 
of art. You will have a chance to talk with the editors about your poems, 
learn some useful strategies for improving them, and share ideas with other 
Redwood Writer members, many of whom are already published poets. But 
I have to tell you, no matter how many poems you have published, you can 
always learn from other poets how to improve your next one!  

We will, of course, go over the rules for submission, respond to your 
questions, and give you our collective best thinking about submitting the 
best possible poems you can write. As a consummate poet and friend once 
asked me, “Have you done everything you can that the poem asks of you?” 

I’m looking forward to reading your poems and seeing you at the workshop. 
 
Fran Claggett, Editor  
Editorial Team: Susan Gunter, Les Bernstein, Joan Brown, Crystal Ockenfuss 
 

Fran Claggett is the author of two poetry books, Black 
Birds and Other Birds and Crow Crossings. Her poems 
deal with life events, love, and loss. After years of 
teaching, consulting, publishing, and writing, Fran is 
currently an instructor for memoir writing and poetry 
at SSU’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. She has 
written a number of books for teachers and students 
on critical thinking, literature and composition and has 
received many awards. Fran lives in Sebastopol with 
her saluki and whippet. 

                                                
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

POETRY WORKSHOP 
 

Meet Fran Claggett,  
Editor for the 2016 Poetry Anthology, 

and her Editorial Team 
 
Date: Aug 21, 2015     
Time: 9:30am to 12:30pm     
Location: Flamingo Hotel    
Price: $25 
Come join in the discussion with the editors 
about your poems and learn useful 
strategies for improving them, along with 
the opportunity to share ideas with fellow 
poets. AND, there will be a review of the 
submission process. Sign up today and get 
ready to submit your poem to the 2016 
Poetry Anthology! redwoodwriters.org 
 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
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The Journey Anthology from Start to Finish, Part 2: The Editing Process 

By Amber Lea Starfire 
 

This is the second of a three-part series of articles about the 
conception and birth of the 2015 Redwood Writers anthology.  

 
While the selection committee was still engaged in reading and 

selecting pieces for inclusion in this year's anthology, I reached out 
to editors who worked on previous anthologies, as well as members 
who expressed interest in helping out this year. The Redwood 
Writers Club is fortunate to have a skilled and enthusiastic team of 
editors. This year’s team includes Michelle Wing, Jan Ogren, 
Patrice Garrett, Jeanne Miller, Margarite Oleos, Kate Farrell, John 
Abbott, Roger Lubeck, and Susan Littlefield. 

I surveyed the editors regarding editorial strengths 
(developmental, copyediting, and/or proofreading), experience 
(professional or amateur), preferences (fiction, nonfiction, or poetry), and the number of pieces they wanted 
to take on. Then, after the selection process was completed, I assigned pieces to each editor for revision, 
copyediting, and polishing, based on his or her stated skills and preferences. Editors and authors have until 
June 15th to polish their pieces and send the final versions to me for compilation. 

The editorial process is a negotiation in which editors make suggested changes and authors consider and 
revise according to their intentions for their work. If a piece can be improved by structural reorganization or 
developmental work—perhaps a scene needs more concrete detail or tension could be enhanced by slowing 
the pace—an editor needs to know how to communicate the needed changes sensitively and in a way that 
allows the author to understand and make the changes in his or her own words. Poetry, more personal still, 
takes exceptional tact and skill to edit. Copyediting to tighten and improve prose can be a challenge if the 
author is emotionally attached to a particular phrase.  That’s why it's important for writers to be open to their 
editors’ suggestions, yet feel free to disagree and explain their points of view. The final work—and therefore 
decision—is always the author’s to make, but if an author is closed to constructive suggestions for 
improvement, the work suffers. It’s a balance. 

From what I’ve seen so far, our editors and authors are working exceptionally well together, and I can’t 
wait to see the final work! Can you? 

 
Next installment — "The Journey Anthology from Start to Finish, Part 3: Publication & Launch" 
 

At the May general meeting, Howard 
VanEs shared the highlights of 
publishing in the present, with a strong 
focus on self-publishing. What did you 
get out of the topic? Join the discussion 
on our Facebook page at 
facebook.com/RedwoodWriters.  

http://facebook.com/RedwoodWriters
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AWARD WINNING REDWOOD WRITERS! 
 

 

 

 
 
Murder mystery, Kiss of Salvation, by 
Waights Taylor, won Bronze Medal in 
the Best Fiction category in the 
Southeast U.S. from the Independent 
Publishers Group. The awards will be 
presented in NYC on May 27th. 

 

 
 
Several Redwood Writers members received honors in the 
Next Generation Indie Book Awards. Laura McHale 
Holland won in the Women's Issues category with her book, 
Sisters Born, Sisters Found: A Diversity of Voices on 
Sisterhood, published by WordForest. Not the Mother I 
Remember, by Amber Lea Starfire, was a finalist in the 
Memoir category. Cry of the Nightbird: Writers Against 
Domestic Violence, edited by Michelle Wing, Ann 
Hutchinson and Kate Farrell, published by WolfSinger 
Publications, was one of five finalists in Memoir.  
Cry of the Nightbird was also named a finalist in the 9th 
Annual National Indie Excellence Awards in the Women’s 
Issues category. 
 

 
 
The Beautiful Evil, by Robbi Sommers 
Bryant, won its 4th award: Honorable 
Mention in the San Francisco Book 
Festival contest. 

 
 
Middle-grade novel, 
Maria's Beads, by 
Charles Markee, won a 
third place award in the 
category Young Adult 
and Middle Grade Fiction 
in December, 2014. 

 
 
Forever Thirteen, by Crissi 
Langwell, won an honorable 
mention in the Middle 
Grade/Young Adult category 
for the 22nd Annual Writer’s 
Digest Self-Published Book 
Awards.  
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My piece, “Living To Eat,” will be performed at the Petaluma Readers 
Theatre, which is presenting a series of works on fatherhood, June 18, 19, 
20 & 21st at the Clear Heart Stage in Petaluma. – Jean Wong 
 
 

 
 
I am teaching a “Basic Scrivener for Writers” workshop for SCBWI at Book 
Passage in Corte Madera on June 6, 1 – 3 PM. I will walk you through how to toggle 
between research notes, outlines, ideas, chapters and burgeoning manuscript; how to 
set up a document or workspace in Scrivener; and a step-by-step process for using 
Scrivener's writing and organizational tools. Don't forget your manuscript! The 
Scrivener interface will be projected onto a screen so you can explore Scrivener on 
your own computer. – Natasha Yim 
 

 

 

Mary Adler (right) 
presented her first novel, 
In the Shadow of Lies, at 
the Redwood Writers 
Book Club meeting at 
Copperfield’s in April. 
Sandy Baker (left) was 
moderator.  

Marie Millard read from her 
YA novel Anaheim Tales, and 
Waights Taylor, Jr. read from 
his non-fiction book, Our 
Southern Home and his 
mystery/thriller novel, Kiss of 
Salvation, at the Redwood 
Writers Open Mic at Gaia’s 
Garden in April.  

Presenting the California 
Writers Club NorCal branch 
representatives! Our new 
leader is Kim Edwards from 
Sacramento, and Sandy Baker 
is secretary. (Photo by Linda 
Brown of Berkeley branch) 
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Do you keep an author/writer blog? Would you like to invite more readers to visit your blog? We’re trying 
out a new feature in the Redwood Writers newsletter that puts a spotlight on member blogs, but we need 
your help. If you’ve written or read a blog entry that you want to share with other members, send in a 
synopsis or excerpt from the entry to editor@redwoodwriters.org. Blog submissions are not guaranteed. 
Entries do not have to be about writing, but should be a part of an author/writer blog, and written by a 
Redwood Writers member. Please keep submissions around 75 words. 
 

 
 
Do Authors Really Need a Facebook Page?  
In her blog, Social Media Just for Writers, Frances Caballo addresses common questions about this social 
network, including why Facebook pages may or may not be good to have, how many Facebook pages you 
should have for your books, and creating shareable content. Read more at socialmediajustforwriters.com.   
 
Step Carefully 
Belinda Riehl shares the perils of walking in a town full of aggressive drivers in her (new!) blog, Belinda’s 
Blog: “I’ve learned that if I cross the street in a crosswalk, I’m not much safer than if I run for my life mid-
block.  It’s apparent when I hear an approaching engine roar, some drivers like to intimidate me into 
hurrying across the street.” Read all of her musings at belindariehl.wordpress.com.  
 
Book Review: Vacation, by JC Miller 
Charles Markee reviewed the literary fiction novel, Vacation, by Redwood Writer JC Miller in his blog, C.T. 
Markee’s Blog: “This is not a romance novel. It’s an intriguing love story. It begins with the senseless death 
of William’s beautiful wife, Kathy, during a convenience store holdup. Three years later the protagonist, 
William, is still a basket case.” Read the full review at blog.charlesmarkee.com.  
 
Through Garden’s Door 
Jean Wong writes about her love of gardening in her blog, LiJeanWong: “Eden awaited me when I bought 
my house in California with a huge back garden. I come from generations of farmers and know all about the 
good earth. The land yielded a harvest of tender vegetables bursting with flavor and vitamins—luscious, 
meaty tomatoes, crunchy burpless cucumbers, golden variety juicy beets. Nothing could compare to extra-
sweet, extra-early corn.” Read the rest at lijeanwong.blogspot.com.  

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
http://socialmediajustforwriters.com/do-authors-really-need-a-facebook-page/
http://socialmediajustforwriters.com/
https://belindariehl.wordpress.com/2015/05/13/step-carefully/
https://belindariehl.wordpress.com/2015/05/13/step-carefully/
https://belindariehl.wordpress.com/
http://blog.charlesmarkee.com/2015/05/04/vacation-by-jc-miller/
http://blog.charlesmarkee.com/2015/05/04/vacation-by-jc-miller/
http://blog.charlesmarkee.com/
http://lijeanwong.blogspot.com/2015/05/through-gardens-door.html
http://lijeanwong.blogspot.com/


The Redwood Writer   11 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Promoting Your Book in the Real World 
 

 
 
Join Steve Cotler to learn how to switch your role 
from author to promoter. However you are 
published, Steve offers the insights you need to 
promote your book. For more information visit the 
speaker’s website at  stevecotler.com. 
 
This North Bay SCBWI workshop will be held 
Saturday, June 27, 2-4 pm at the Sebastopol Center 
for the Arts at 282 S. High Street (left side door), 
Sebastopol, CA and is open to the public. Donation 
$10 for members, $20 for non-members with pre-
registration on-line. $15 for members, $25 for non-
members at the door. Contact person is 
ctmarkee@gmail.com. 
 
Pre-register at bit.ly/SCBWI_SteveColter.  
 

REDWOOD WRITERS JUNE SALON 
 

 
 

A Summer Celebration of 
Poetry! 

 
SATURDAY, JUNE 20 

FROM 3 – 6 PM., IN COTATI 
 
Bring any poems that you love written by 
you or a favorite author. Readings are five 
minutes. All members are welcome! 
 
RSVP: Reservations, readings, directions, 
and our convivial potluck lunch. Contact 
Sher Gamard at gmard@redshift.com. 

 

2015 San Mateo County Fair  
Literary Stage in Fine Arts Galleria 

 
Writers’ Platform & Fanbase-Building Coach, 
Teresa LeYung-Ryan, joins California Writers 
Club colleagues offering free events for 
writers and readers. 
Saturday June 6:  “Writers Helping Writers” 
3-4 PM. 
Saturday June 13: “Authors Day” 2-4 PM, 
“Writers Helping Writers” 4-6 PM. 
Check out all free events orchestrated by 
Literary Director Bardi Rosman Koodrin and 
her team for Literary Stage June 6-13.  
Info & admission tickets to enter the fair 

 

http://stevecotler.com/
mailto:ctmarkee@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/SCBWI_SteveColter
mailto:gmard@redshift.com
http://writingcoachteresa.com/
https://sanmateocountyfair.com/contests/departments/literary-arts
https://sanmateocountyfair.com/
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 

 

Featured Readers:  Bill Haigwood & Dave Mechling 
 

Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Date:  Saturday, June 27th    
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden, 1899 
Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 
 

Monday, June 15th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
Come out and support our authors!  Hear five authors 
read from their books with Q & A from the audience. 
  
For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through 
our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with many major 
merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 
Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip 
program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 
are signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in 
the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be 
automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. 
The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a 
registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1% to 16% of 
your order from 1,000 name brand merchants with no additional 
cost to you.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button 
on the left side of the page and follow the instructions! 

RedwoodWriters.org 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and related to writing. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political ads, religious ads, or any other ads that are not writing-
related.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer


The Redwood Writer   14 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

Poetry can be dangerous, especially beautiful 
poetry, because it gives the illusion of having had 
the experience without actually going through it. 
― Rumi 

This month’s newsletter seems to have taken 
on a poetic theme. It started with the endearing 
farewell from our wonderful president, Robbi. 
Then it went on to the announcement of this 
year’s poetry anthology. Finally, our Poetry Place 
graced us with two pages of poems, including 
sentiments from past contributors about what that 
section means to them. 

There’s something really special about poetry. 
With a poem, a writer can take a broad subject, 
then zoom in really close to give the reader a 
microscopic glimpse through the poetic lens. A 
poem is filled with feeling, offering an “aaaah” 
moment through the artistic semblance of 
descriptive words. Through poetry, a poet can take 
whatever emotion is eating him or her inside, then 
place it on the page for a reader to consume and 
digest. 

For me, poetry has a special place in my heart. 
It was poetry that loosened my prose in the years 
before I began novel writing, teaching me the art 
of painting with my words. Now when words 
escape me, I find that a good session of poetry—
both reading and writing—unlocks those emotions 
I wasn’t able to decipher.  

I encourage all of you to try your hand at 
writing a poem, especially if poetry has never 
been your thing. Find an object, then look closer, 
and then look even closer. Once you’re nose to 
nose with this object, write what you see. Make 
something really small appear really, really big. 
Who knows? You may discover there’s an inner 
poet inside you after all.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Anything after this date will be 
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do 
not have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details and a text copy about your writing class or 
event.  
Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 
the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  
Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 
membership meeting. All members welcome.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 

 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com

