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June 12, 2016 
Your Book in the Spotlight: 

How to Create an Effective 
Marketing Strategy 

 

 
 

With LeeAnne Krusemark 
 

Your book is published. Now, what? The 
answer is marketing! Effective book marketing 
uses a variety of methods to maximize exposure 
and profits, and many are free! In this 
comprehensive talk, you will learn many ways to 
market your book, including social media, 
blogging, obtaining reviews, and book signings. 

LeeAnne is an adjunct online Professor of 
Publishing for Harvard University. Her 
publishing course is distributed to over 1000 
universities, cities, and private websites, and she 
is a nationwide speaker on the topic. She is also a 
former journalist, editor, and managing editor of 
newspapers, as well as an author of 
countless magazine articles and several business 
books.  
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, June 12 
Time:   2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register 
  & mingle with other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $10/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood Writers 
events and happenings, contest deadlines and 
more? Check out our calendar at 

redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

June Events 
 
June 12:  General Meeting 
June 18:  Salon 
June 29:  Fiction Book Club 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/calendar/
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Photos ~ Redwood Writers Go Steampunk! 

 
To celebrate the launch of the upcoming Steampunk Contest, Redwood Writers showed their spirit by 

dressing up to match the theme. There were goggles, corsets, and Victorian-wear galore in a mashup of all 
things old and new. Here are a few photos from the meeting. For more information about the contest, see the 
flyer at the end of this newsletter.  

 
 
 

YOUR 2016-17 REDWOOD 
WRITERS OFFICER NOMINEES 

 

 
 
(Top left to right) 
President: Sandy Baker 
Vice President: Roger Lubeck 
Vice President: David Ramirez 
 
(Bottom left to right) 
Vice President: Belinda Riehl 
Treasurer: Malena Eljumaily 
Secretary: Marian Lindner 

 
The Nominating Committee is David 
Ramirez (chairperson), Jeane Slone, and 
Malena Eljumaily. 
 
At the June 12 meeting, other 
nominations may be accepted from the 
floor with prior consent of the nominee. 
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BOARD BUZZ: The Benefit of Attending Workshops 

By Roger Lubeck 
 
Membership in Redwood Writers has several advantages. We have an 

outstanding president in Sandy Baker, a hard-working board, a cadre of 
dedicated volunteers, and 300+ members whose personal stories are every bit 
as interesting as their writing. Throughout the year, there are anthologies, 
contests, salons, bookstore and library readings, and open mic nights. Each 
month we can meet with other writers, promote personal accomplishments, 
and sell our books. Best of all are the conferences and workshops.  

The great thing about our monthly workshops is the mix of craft, 
publishing, and marketing topics presented each year. A club that offers 10+ 
workshops a year conducted by recognized professionals is remarkable. I also 
wonder why members don’t attend more workshops.  

I suppose one reason members don’t attend a specific workshop is they know about the topic. I attend 
even when a topic is familiar because I know there will be several useful ideas.  

For example, Betsy Fasbinder gave a workshop on “Public Speaking for Writers and Introverts” in March 
of 2015. I am not an introvert, and I am certain I have given more speeches than Betsy. I might have skipped 
her talk, yet there I was sitting in front and asking questions. By the end, I had learned a new presentation 
technique (a trick) that I have used ever since.      

At the time of this writing, I am looking forward to Jean Hegland’s workshop on the value of research in 
writing a story. In the May Board Buzz, Jeane Slone wrote one thing vital to her writing career is having “as 
many hands-on experiences as possible...”  I couldn’t agree more. Research—whether in books, online, or 
physical—is fundamental to sound memoir and fiction writing.  

In January of 2016, Bonnie Lee presented a workshop on “Taxes for Writers.” In her presentation, she 
explained how trips can be deducted from your taxes as a business expense, provided they are for research 
on a book or story. That is what I call a “twofer,” which is how I feel about Redwood Writers and our 
monthly workshops. Being a member is at least a twofer, and sometimes so much more.  

I am looking forward to the rest of the workshops for this year. I hope I will see you there. I’ll be the one 
in the front asking questions. 

 
2016 Workshops / Meeting Topics: 
 

• June 12 – LeeAnne Krusemark:  Creating a Marketing Strategy for Your Book 
• July 10 – Author Launch, chaired by Jeane Slone 
• August 14 – Michele Anna Jordan: A Writer's Harvest: Surviving in Today's World of Publishing 
• September 11 – Hot Topic Round Tables, chaired by Sandy Baker 
• October 9 – Leslie Keenan: Timetable to Get That Book Done 
• November 13 – Amanda McTigue: The Writer’s Voice 
• December 11 – Rebecca Foust: Poetry 

 
Roger C. Lubeck, Ph.D. is the co-author of two 

business books and the author of six self-published 
novels, including Overland: Stage to El Paso.   

Visit Roger’s blog at www.rogerinblue.com. 
 
 

http://www.rogerinblue.com/
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

MOLLY KURLAND 

    
 

By Crissi Langwell 
 
Molly Kurland always knew that her purpose in 

life was to help others. This was why, at the age of 
17, she left her home on the East Coast to study 
psychology at Sonoma State University. While she 
was learning how to help people cognitively, 
however, she was introduced to a new way of 
offering relief to people.  

One of her classmates was attending massage 
school in addition to his college courses, and he 
chose Molly as his practice partner so he could get 
in his training hours. Molly found massage to be 
incredibly powerful. It was a wordless way of 
healing, cutting through all her inner dialogue to 
reach the root of her stress or mental block. She 
became hooked, and soon began attending 
massage school, as well. This decision resulted in 
a career she’s been practicing ever since.  

Four decades later, Molly published her book, 
Successful Strokes, a Realistic Guide to Creating a 
Lucrative Massage Business. In this book, Molly 
shares everything she learned about setting up and 
creating a successful massage practice. Her aim is 
to reach people who have great skills and good 
hearts, but who aren’t particularly business-
minded.  

“There’s a huge difference between going to a 
private practitioner and going to a spa or chain,” 
Molly said. “My goal is to help people create a  
 

 
 

 

warm and welcoming business in their own 
unique style.” 

One of the biggest challenges a business owner 
faces is marketing. Molly has answers for such 
folks, even while she acknowledges as an author 
she feels an aversion to spreading the word in 
order to sell her books.  

“My writing, even my business book, feels so 
personal that it’s hard for me to flaunt it and put it 
out there. Yet I realize that is exactly what one has 
to do in order to have people see what you wrote,” 
she shared.  

Molly recognizes that most massage therapists, 
like her, are introspective and aren’t keen on 
putting themselves in the limelight.  

“During the years when I developed my 
massage business, I came up with strategies of 
promotion that were effective, but not terribly 
uncomfortable,” Molly said. She shares these 
strategies in Successful Strokes.  

Because healing arts can take a toll on 
practitioners, Molly is a big believer in activities 
that will replenish energy. She not only advises 
others to take time away to fill their spirit, she also 
practices this in her own life. Her favorite way to 
unwind and come back to center is to spend time 
in nature, especially at the coast. She often treats 
herself to two- or three-night solo getaways where 
she can immerse herself in nature and unplug from 
the world of technology. At home, she spends 
time working in her garden. 

“This is what I write about—strategies for self-
care so that we can recharge, allowing us the 
resources to take care of others, whether they are 
clients or people in our personal lives,” she says. 

To learn more about Molly, visit her blog at 
fillmyspirit.wordpress.com. To learn more about 
Successful Strokes and purchase a book, visit 
www.successfulstrokes.com. 

 

https://fillmyspirit.wordpress.com/
http://www.successfulstrokes.com/
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POETRY PLACE 
 

Poetry Place is a regular feature in 
the newsletter. Each month a poem 
or two will be selected to be 
printed in the newsletter. Poems 
will be chosen based on the space 
available. Send one poem per 
person. Use 12 point Times New 
Roman font. Shorter poems work 
best. Send poems as a Word 
document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
**Note: Poems need to be sent by 
the 10th of the month to be 
included in the following month’s 
issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

As Rare As Jade 
—Teresa Henry 
 
Green animal eyes 
as rare as jade 
no dog whom I have known 
although cats, yes, 
staring at me for daily care. 
Is the rare hue a gift to them 
or nature’s bounty for all? 
No matter. 
Emerald eyes bejewel cats 
and nature’s ethereal Eden. 
 

The Search  
—Belinda Riehl  
 
Shopping takes its toll  
Searching for the perfect fit, color, style  
Elusive, unsatisfying  
Who decides what shape appeals  
Where seams make fabric fall 
 

Rolodex 
—Tina Deason 
 
Where’d you put my keys? 
What’s the name of that street, it’s on the tip of my tongue? 
 You put them in your coat pocket 
 Where Jilly lives? Manchester 
Conversation familiar 
 
Mother boasts I’m her memory keeper; I never forget 
She notices her muddle 
 Addresses, phone numbers, birthdays, anniversaries; weddings and deaths 
 Information parlayed from the Rolodex that is my mind 
Time transcends 
 Life changing events, people I’ve loved, those I’ve lost 
Acuminous exchanged for memories 
Ongoing life amidst the trite 
 
 Where are my keys? 

My daughter reaches into my pocket 
Here, Mom, they are here 

 I refuse to admit old age, though I admire her young mind, uncluttered 
Compassion toward my mother’s copious reflection  
  My daughter, my memory keeper, she’s a Rolodex with a Smart Phone 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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Robin Moore, Our 2016 Helene S. Barnhart Award Recipient 

 
Robin joined Redwood Writers in February 2006. She began volunteering 

shortly thereafter and hasn’t stopped since. You may see her but rarely hear her 
because she’s quiet, reserved, and modest about her contributions to our branch. 

She spent at least three years at the monthly meeting registration table, and 
was both a board member and newsletter editor in 2010-2012. She chaired the 
Technology Workshop in 2011. She has also been a contributing team member 
of the nominating committee for three years; the winter workshops for two 
years, the Book Festival for three years; our writers’ conference for three years; 
Library Workshops and Agents’ Day in 2009; Salon team member and host for 
six years; feature writer to newsletter from 2009 on; Poetry Night team in 2010; 

Anthology proofreader three years; Odd Month Readings assistant 2008-2009; Open Mic co-chair 2012 to 
the present; plus various other roles on committees and in other club events. Whew! 

Robin has been a member of two children’s writers’ critique groups for years, has been published in at 
least six anthologies, and works diligently on her YA novel and other short stories—all this in between 
taking care of a large rural property with her husband Kevin and spending many hours atop her beloved 
horses, Willa and Gracie.  

Redwood Writers is so fortunate to have such a dedicated member. Congratulations, Robin, and heartfelt 
thanks to you for your extraordinary service to our branch! You are what makes Redwood Writers so 
successful. You are a model for “writers helping writers.” 

 
THE GRAMMAR BOUTIQUE 

By Robbi Sommers Bryant, Editor 
 
Guess what? There is no such phrase as could of. That’s right. In the past, you 

could have written could of, but that would have—not would of—been wrong. Say 
the contraction for could have—could’ve—out loud. Did you hear it? It sounds 
like you are saying could of. That’s where the problem started.  

Could is an auxiliary in a verb phrase (auxiliary verbs are sometimes called 
helping verbs because they are needed to form many of the tenses). The word it 
helps must also be a verb. Is of a verb? If you think so, try to conjugate it! 

Could have is never interchangeable with could of. However, the latter does 
exist—when could is followed by an expression that begins with of.  

For example: 
He could, of course, contact the authorities, but he chooses not to. 
Bottom line? 
Change all could of, should of, must of, and would of sentences to could have, should have, must have, 

and would have. 
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My memoir, Bound to Love: a memoir of grit and gratitude, won an 
indieBRAG medallion award! Visit www.bragmedallion.com to check out 
other indie authors who have also been recognized. — Skye Blaine 
 

I will be at the Bay Area Book Festival on Saturday, 
June 4. If anyone is going to be there, come look me 
up at my booth! — Natasha Yim 

Nathaniel Robert Winters' memoir, 
Not Quite Kosher, is due to be 
published on June 1, and will be 
available on Amazon. — Nathaniel 
Robert Winters 

The word was luminous at the May “Take the 
Mic” event as authors shared their poems from 
anthology, Stolen Light, at the Santa Rosa 
Central Library. They will read again on June 
25 from 2-4 p.m. at Gaia’s Garden. See the 
Announcements section for more information. 
— Jean Wong 

 

Dr. Venus Maher is teaching her original “Life Spark! Transformational 
Tools for Living” seminars on June 25 and July 30. Is there anywhere 
you feel stuck? Using writing, movement, and interactive modalities, 
we will shift into new possibilities in our writing and our lives. Full day 
events will be held in Dr Venus's home. $90 in advance, $130 at the 
door. Limited to the first 20 registered. Contact: 591-3008, 
venussing@gmail.com — Venus Maher 

 
 

Many congratulations to Redwood Writers Robbi Sommers Bryant, 
Cristina Goulart, Linore Hirsch, Patsy Taylor, Meta Strauss, and Jean 
Wong for being winners of the Lucky Shorts writing contest, put on by 
Lucky Penny Productions. Lucky Penny is a theater company, and their 
works are performed either by the writers themselves or by professional 
actors. Performance will be on June 12 at 2 p.m. at the Community Arts 
Center, 1758 Industrial Way, Suite 208 in Napa. — Jean Wong 

http://www.bragmedallion.com/
mailto:venussing@gmail.com
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Redwood Writers Play Festival 
a Smashing Success! 

 
This year’s Play Festival Fun-Raiser 
was lots of fun, and the plays were 
special. We made over $1000 to help 
support Redwood Writers events over 
the next year. 
 
Linda L. Reid would like to thank her 
team: Sandy Baker and hubby Bud, 
Joelle Burnette, Belinda Riehl, Crissi 
Langwell, Christina Molcillo, Briahn 
Kelly-Brennan, Teresa Hennessy, 
Elspeth Benton, Susan Gunter and 
hubby Bill, Becky Smith, and Al King 
for donating his award winning wine. 

 

Harry and Linda Reid 

Waights and Liz Taylor 

http://calwriters.org/�
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Our Fourth Annual Hot Summer Nights at Copperfield's 
Books in Montgomery Village, Santa Rosa is happening 
this July for four consecutive Tuesdays from 7-8 p.m.  
 
Here's the line-up for July: 
 
Fiction/Non-Fiction - July 5 
Leena Prasad – iT felt Like A kiss: glimpses of art in the 
Mission District of San Francisco 
Susanna Solomon – Point Reyes Sheriff’s Calls 
William Haigwood – A Time of Unsearchable Things 
Molly Kurland – Successful Strokes - A Realistic Guide 
to Creating a Lucrative Massage Business 
 
Fiction/Fantasy - July 12 
Mara Lynn Johnstone – Sweeping Changes 
Christina Molcillo – Couch – a life not so ordinary 
Patty Somlo – The First To Disappear 
Jo-Anne Rosen – What They Don’t Know 
 
Fiction - July 19 
Waights Taylor, Jr. – Touch of Redemption 
Marilyn Skinner Lanier – Hardpan 
Elizabeth S. Sullivan – Purified 
John Grayson Heide – The Flight of the Pickerings 
 
Fiction/Non-Fiction/Y/A - July 26 
Inga Aksamit – Highs and Lows on the John Muir Trail 
Skye Blaine – Bound To Love: a memoir of grit and 
gratitude 
Marie Millard – Anaheim Tales 
Crissi Langwell – Reclaim Your Creative Soul: The 
secrets to organizing your full-time life to make room 
for your craft 
 
This is a very fun, exciting event. Please mark your 
calendars to support our Redwood Writers authors by 
attending these Tuesday evenings at Copperfield's. 
 
Pamela Fender 
Hot Summer Nights Chair 

 

REDWOOD WRITERS 
SALON IN JUNE 

 

 
*photo by Lynn Millar 

 
“The Little Library That Could!” 

 
Saturday, June 18, from 3-6 p.m. in 

Rohnert Park. 
 

Join us as we visit the “Little Free 
Library” that Jack Fender built for his 

community! 
 

Bring your stories and poems to share. 
Readings are up to five minutes. 

All members are welcome! 
 

RSVP:  Registration, readings, 
directions, and arrangements for our 

convivial potluck lunch. 
 

Contact Sher Gamard: 
gmard@redshift.com 

 

mailto:gmard@redshift.com
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FICTION BOOK CLUB 

 
The 2016 edition Copperfield’s/Redwood Writers Fiction Book Club is winding down. The 
final two novels in this series of books produced by Redwood Writers members will be 
spotlighted at the Copperfield’s Montgomery Village Store, 775 Village Court, Santa Rosa. 

On Tuesday, May 31 from 6-7 p.m., listen as Thonie Hevron reads from her contemporary 
thriller, Intent to Hold. Set in Sonoma County, the story follows Sheriffs' Detectives Nick Reyes 
and Meredith Ryan as they travel to Mexico to rescue his kidnapped brother-in-law. Along the 
way, they battle corrupt cops, natural disasters, and even family to save his wife's brother. This 
novel is a fast-paced read that will have you on the edge of your seat. 

Concluding the program on Wednesday (not Tuesday), June 29 from 6-7 p.m., is Hardpan, by 
Marilyn Lanier. Set in Clark, Wyoming in the mid-1950s, Hardpan tells the story of a young 
ranch family caught in the vagaries of the changing American West after World War II.  

Join other bibliophiles and support your fellow Redwood Writers at these two book club events.  
 

DINE WITH LOCAL AUTHORS 
 

Five authors will read from their books,  
followed by a Q & A. 

 
Monday, June 20 from 6-8 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa 
Rosa 

 
For reservations: info@jeaneslone.com or 
544-2491. Minimum $5 food purchase. 

 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
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 June Open Mic ~ 2016 Poetry Anthology 
 

In celebration of the 2016 Redwood Writers Poetry Anthology 
we’re going to slightly rearrange the format of the June 25th 
Open Mic. Our Featured Readers that day will be Fran Claggett, 
editor of the Poetry Anthology, and several poets published in 
the anthology. We plan to emphasize Redwood Writers poets 
that day and hope many of you will come out to join in the 
Open Mic celebration. It’ll be held at Gaia’s Garden, 1899 
Mendocino Avenue in Santa Rosa from 2 to 4 p.m. Open Mic 
readings will be limited to five minute sessions. Sign ups for the 
open mic start at 1:30 p.m. that day. All writers, poets and 
guests are welcome. For further information on other dates for 
Poetry Anthology special readings contact Fran Claggett, 
fran.claggett@gmail.com. For general information on the RW 
Open Mics contact Robin Moore: rockridge6532@comcast.net 
or www.robinofrockridge.com. 

 

Call for Critique Groups 
 
If you're in the market for a critique group, I act 
as a clearinghouse (volunteer) for those looking 
to form one, or add members. Just e-mail me 
with your genre. I send out a new list, and you 
can respond to all or select a few for discussion 
about approach, time, and location. People meet 
in homes or cafes, or come up with other public 
spaces such as library meeting rooms.  
Side note: I have years of experience with 
writing groups and highly recommend them! 
They provide deadlines and hopefully give 
feedback on things like word repetition, 
grammar, public reading style, plot, and other 
nuances. It makes a vast difference to share our 
work along the way. I recommend reading aloud, 
too!  
If interested, contact me, Marie Judson-Rosier, at 
mariejudson@gmail.com and I'll add you to the 
list. You can request to be removed at any time. 
 

Redwood Writers 
Annual Author Launch 

 

 
 
At the general meeting on Sunday, July 10, 2-
4:30 p.m., twenty authors will present their 
recently published books. To celebrate, 
admission to the meeting is free. Invite all your 
friends and enjoy an afternoon of readings.  
 
This event will be held at the Flamingo Resort, 
2777 4th St., Santa Rosa. 
 
For more info, visit redwoodwriters.org/author-
launch-2016, and see the flyer at the end of this 
newsletter. 

 

mailto:fran.claggett@gmail.com
http://www.robinofrockridge.com/
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/author-launch-2016/
http://redwoodwriters.org/author-launch-2016/
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Author Support Group 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 
to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 
appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare 
and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-
French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah 
prefers you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 
 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their 
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and 
selected restaurants. 
There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the 
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic. 
How to sign up? Read on... 
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% of 
your purchases at places like Amazon, Expedia, Target, Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Petco, Petsmart, and over 800 other merchants, 
including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be a registered eScrip shopper. 

• Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
• Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.” 

It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers!  
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com  
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 
 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:pdfender@yahoo.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 
 

Every month, I am delighted to receive bits of 
inspiration from each of you, whether it be your 
good news or something you’ve learned along the 
way. This month, Nina Tepedino sent me the 
following poem that she received from her email 
subscription to writersalmanac.org. I found it so 
inspiring, I thought I’d pass these words on to 
you. I hope they offer you the push you need to 
keep plugging away at whatever piece of writing 
is tugging at your soul.  

 

Marching Through a Novel  
by John Updike  
 

Each morning my characters 
greet me with misty faces 
willing, though chilled, to muster 
for another day’s progress 
through dazzling quicksand, 
the march of blank paper. 
With instant obedience 
they change clothes and mannerisms, 
drop a speech impediment, 
develop a motive backwards 
to suit the deed’s done. 
They extend skeletal arms 
for the handcuffs of contrivance, 
slog through docilely 
maneuvers of coincidence, 
look toward me hopefully, 
their general and quartermaster, 
for a clearer face, a bigger heart. 
I do what l can for them, 
but it is not enough. 
Forward is my order, 
though their bandages unravel 
and some have no backbones 
and some turn traitor 
like heads with two faces 
and some fall forgotten 
in the trench work of loose threads, 
poor puffs of cartoon flak. 
Forward. Believe me, I love them 
though I march them to finish them off. 

 

"Marching Through a Novel" by John Updike 
from Selected Poems.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Hotel, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Henry 

 

http://writersalmanac.org/
http://amzn.to/1V9cOlj
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


Your book is published. Now what? THE ANSWER IS MARKETING! 
Effective book marketing uses a variety of methods to maximize 
exposure and profits, and many are FREE! In this comprehensive 
talk, you will learn many ways to market your book, including 
social media, blogging, obtaining reviews, and book signings.
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June 12th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, June 12th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org
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About LeeAnne Krusemark
LeeAnne is an adjunct online Professor of Publishing for Harvard. 
Her publishing course is distributed to over 1000 universities, 
municipalities and private 
websites, and she is a nationwide 
speaker on the topic. She is also 
a former journalist, editor, and 
managing editor of newspapers, 
as well as an author of countless 
magazine articles and several 
business books. The inspiration 
she gives to others has even been 
compared to Oprah!

Annual Election of Redwood Writers Officers: President, three Vice 
Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer.  Add your voice to the vote!

Other Happenings

Volunteer Hooray Day !  Presentation of the Helene S. Barnhart Award 
for exceptional service to Redwood Writers and recognition of all the 
volunteers who make our CWC branch the best! Cheer and celebrate 
our wonderful volunteers.

Redwood Writers Presents: LeeAnne Krusemark
Your Book in 
the Spotlight

How to Create an Effective 
Marketing Strategy



Redwood Writers 

   2016 Meeting  

   Speakers 

Plan ahead to be front and center for each of the 
2016 Redwood Writers monthly meetings – learn 
from these industry speakers: 

 

January 10         Agents Panel - headed by Laurie McLean from Fuse Literary Agency.    
                                (Agents to take pitches following meeting.) 

February 14        Bonnie Lee - Tax Expertise for Writers 

March 13              Mysti Berry - Improve Your Dialogue With Linguistics 

April 10                Arlene Miller (Grammar Diva) - Which Rules Do Writers Need to Follow? 

May 15                   Jean Hegland - How Research Can Help You Get the Facts Straight  
                                 (Jean’s novel, Into the Forest, will open soon as movie) 

June 12                 LeeAnne Krusemark - Creating a Marketing Strategy for Your Book 

July 12                 Author Launch – chaired by Jeane Slone 

August 14            Michele Anna Jordan - A Writer's Harvest: Surviving in Today's World of 
   Publishing 

September 11    Hot Topic Round Tables – chaired by Sandy Baker 

October 9             Leslie Keenan - Timetable to Get That Book Done 

November 13      Amanda McTigue -  The Writer’s Voice 

December 11       Rebecca Foust - Poetry 

 

Contact any one of the Speakers Team listed below with your ideas  
for speaker topics or names of presenters.  

Thank You. 
            

Speaker Team: Linda L Reid and Skye Blaine (co-chair) 
Thonie Hevron, Waights Taylor and Karen Hart 



All that’s missing is you...
Bring your stories and poems to share. Readings are 
for up to five minutes. All members are welcome! 
Attend the Redwood Salon, our Redwood Writers 
hosted literary salon which is held every other month. 
Meet members and other writers in a social setting.

The Redwood Salon offers a relaxed, supportive 
atmosphere to practice for your book signings, hear 
other writers read from their work, connect with your 
creative community of writing friends, and enjoy a 
potluck lunch.  It’s fun and free!

Flyer Design by Michelle Wing

February
Sunday, Feb. 21, 3 - 6 pm     

Sebastopol, Host: Skye Blaine   

April
Saturday, Apr. 16, 1 - 4 pm

Cotati, Host: Deborah Taylor-French

June
Saturday, June 18,  3 - 6 pm

Rohnert Park, Hosts: Pamela & Jack Fender

August
Wednesday, Aug. 17, 6:30 - 9:30 pm

Rohnert Park, Host: Jan Ogren

October
Saturday, Oct. 15, 3 - 6 pm

Santa Rosa, Host: Susan Gunter

December
Friday, Dec. 16, 6:30-9:30 pm

Santa Rosa, Host: Sandy Baker

Our 2016 Schedule:

All members are welcome. To attend, sign 
up for a reading and get directions to the 
next salon, email salon host, Sher Gamard 
at gmard@redshift.com. 
See www.redwoodwriters.org/events/salon 
for updated information.Founded 1909

®
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Hot Summer Nights

Four Tuesdays in July 
of  Free Author Readings 

7-8 pm
Present

Fiction / Non-Fiction                                            
Tuesday, July 5th

Leena Prasad - iT felt Like A kiss:   
 glimpses of art in the Mission     
 District of San Francisco
Susanna Solomon - 
 Point Reyes Sheriff ’s Calls
William Haigwood - 
 A Time of Unsearchable Things
 

Molly Kurland - Successful Strokes -
 A Realistic Guide to Creating a 
 Lucrative Massage Business

Fiction / Fantasy
Tuesday, July 12th

Mara Lynn Johnstone - 
 Sweeping Changes
Christina Molcillo - 
 Couch - a life not so ordinary
Patty Somlo - 
 The First To Disappear  
 

Jo-Anne Rosen - 
 What They Don’t Know 

Fiction
Tuesday, July 19th

Waights Taylor, Jr. - 
 Touch of Redemption

Marilyn Skinner Lanier - 
 Hardpan 
Elizabeth S. Sullivan - 
 Purified
 

John Grayson Heide - 
 The Flight of the Pickerings

Fiction / Non-Fiction / Y/A
Tuesday, July 26th

Inga Aksamit - Highs and Lows 
 on the John Muir Trail
Skye Blaine - Bound To Love: 
 a memoir of grit and gratitude 
Marie Millard - 
 Anaheim Tales
Crissi Langwell - Reclaim Your  
 Creative Soul: The secrets to  
 organizing your full-time life to  
 make room for your craft

Copperfield’s Books
Montgomery Village

775 Village Court, Santa Rosa
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Take the Mic

Mystery

Redwood Writers member Jean Wong emcees this every-other-month literary 
delight of Sonoma County authors. Each Open Mic has a theme, but readers are 
welcome to share any writing they like. The initial reading slots are reserved for 
Redwood Writers members; then open mic spots are available for the general 
public, first come, first serve. Sign up at rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org.

 

www.RedwoodWriters.org Flyer Design by Paul Greenberg

Saturday 
July 23, 2016

10:15 A.M. - 12:15

Santa Rosa Central Library
Forum Room

211 E Street, Santa Rosa
(707) 545-0831

Redwood Writers Open Mic at the Library



Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club
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August 14th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, August 14th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org

Michele Anna Jordan is an award-winning writer and chef. She 
recently launched micheleannajordan.com, a comprehensive website 
that gathers together her passion for writing, home cooking and 
Sonoma County. The site augments her work for The Press Democrat, 
for which she currently writes two weekly columns, her radio show, 
Mouthful, in its 21st year on KRCB-FM and her books, more than 24 
to date.  Jordan grew up in the North Bay and raised her children on 
a dairy farm in Lakeville, and has studied traditional Hawaiian dance 
and culture for more than a decade. She is 
currently at work on what she has long called 
her secret project, Echo: Autobiography of a 
Sentence, a nonfiction novel–memoir, if you 
prefer–that explores one thread of her early 
life, the one that lead to her Hawaiian studies. 
Jordan lives in Sebastopol, with her two long-
haired dachshunds, Lark and Joey, and three 
cats, Poe, Rosemary and Harlequin. 

About Michele Anna Jordan

Other Happenings 

Today marks the day we are launching our 
Prompt Writing Contest, chaired by Jeanne 
Jusaitis.  Don’t know what a prompt is?  
She’ll provide details at the meeting.

      8/14/16 Meeting  redwoodwriters.org   Flyer Design by April Green

How must a writer reinvent oneself to survive in today’s world? 
Michele Anna Jordan’s professional work as a writer about food, 
wine, and farming, bridges several worlds such as pre-internet and 
post-internet, pre-culinary revolution and post-culinary revolution, 
and pre-digital and post-digital. In this talk, Jordan will explore 
how she started out, became successful, what “success” means 
to her, and how things have been impacted by the ubiquity of 
blogs, podcasts, digital photography and the downsizing of print 
publishing. Does expertise matter today? Does experience? 

Redwood Writers Presents: Michele Anna Jordan

 A Writer’s Harvest
Surviving in Today’s 
World of Publishing



 Redwood Writers 

2016 Steampunk Contest
  Definition of Steampunk: Steampunk is a subgenre of science fiction and sometimes                                                                          
               fantasy. Often set in an alternative history of the Victorian 
                                                                        era, the Wild Wild West, or in a post-apocalyptic future,     
                                                                        Steampunk is a reimagining of life in the age of 19th century   
                                                                        steam-powered machinery. Anarchy plays a big role in Steampunk.

Submit up to 2,000 words of a Steampunk story. Anything after 2,000 words will not be read. It can be a 
short story or chapter excerpts from a novel in progress. If submitting chapters from a novel, send in only 
the first 2,000 words of the novel (not parts of Chapter 3 or the middle of the novel). This is important, 
because a reader must be hooked within the first 2,000 words in order to entice them to read on.
    

       • Contest Deadline: August 14th. 
        • Work must be previously unpublished by a traditional publisher. (Self-published works are acceptable.)

    • Format: 12 point font, Times New Roman, double spaced. 
         • First page —  Center your title half way down, then begin story. Please number your pages.
    

     • DO NOT put the author’s name or contact information on the manuscript.
    • Contest fees: $8 for members, $12 for non-members.
    

    • Submit payment and upload manuscript on the Redwood Writer’s website. 
    

    • Follow submission guidelines carefully. Manuscripts will be disregarded if the 
             guidelines are not followed.
    

    • Awards: 1st place — $100, 2nd place — $50, 3rd place — $25.
    • Eligibility: Contest open to any Redwood Writer member, 
           regardless of where they reside, and to non-member residents 
           of Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino, Marin, Lake, Humboldt and 
           Solano counties.
    • Awards will be distributed at the Redwood Writers’ Club 
            meeting on October 9th.

             See reverse side for info on contest chair and judges.



Marian Lindner, Contest Chair

Marian Lindner is the author of four books: San Francisco, The Hunt 
for the Lost Word, The Witch Lineage, and The Emotionally Available 
Partner. An editor and screenwriter who loves a great story, she lives 
in Glen Ellen with her husband, daughter, a golden-haired Chow-
Chow and a little black cat. Learn more at www.marianlindner.com.

Contest Judges

Amy Gilbert
Amy Gilbert is the Associate Director of the library at Dominican 
University of California in San Rafael. She spends her days helping students 
and faculty master the difference engines that underpin subscription 
databases and the Internet. She spends her evenings reading voraciously in the 
Steampunk genre. She is a regular attendee to many of the Bay Area’s related 
events, from impromptu costume teas at the Conservatory of Flowers to the 
Edwardian Ball. She is also a member of Danse Maghreb, a local belly dance 
troup that performs yearly with Veil in the Wind at the Dickens Fair.

Rebecca Diem
Rebecca Diem is a writer, music lover and nerd. She is the author of the 
indie steampunk series, Tales of the Captain Duke, beginning with The 
Stowaway Debutante (2014), following the adventures of a defiant young 
aristocrat who saves a band of airship pirates from certain peril and talks 
her way into joining their crew. Her favorite feature of steampunk is its 
ability to disrupt and re-imagine both history and the future. She currently 
lives in Toronto, and is on a never-ending quest to find the perfect café and 
writing spot.

Ross E. Lockhart
Ross E. Lockhart is an author, anthologist, editor, publisher, and lifelong fan of 
supernatural, fantastic, speculative, and weird fiction, Lockhart is a veteran of 
small-press publishing, having edited scores of well-regarded novels of horror, 
fantasy, and science fiction. Lockhart edited the anthologies, The Book of Cthulhu 
I and II, Tales of Jack the Ripper, and The Children of Old Leech (with Justin 
Steele), Giallo Fantastique, Cthulhu Fhtagn!, and the forthcoming Eternal 
Frankenstein (October 2016). He is the author of Chick Bassist. Lockhart’s small 
press Word Horde published Molly Tanzer’s Steampunk Weird Western Vermilion, 
which NPR Books and iO9 named one of the best books of 2015. Steampunk 
authors Lockhart has worked with include Elizabeth Bear, G. D. Falksen, T. Aaron 
Payton, and Cherie Priest.He lives in Petaluma, California, with his wife Jennifer, 
hundreds of books, and Elinor Phantom, a Shih Tzu moonlighting as his editorial 
assistant.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club   redwoodwriters.org   Flyer design by April Green  
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