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The Golden Age of Publishing 
 

In an inspiring and interactive presentation, 
Howard VanEs, president of Let’s Write Books, 
Inc., will share the reasons why we are living in 
what is being referred to as the “golden age of 
writing.” For the first time in history, authors are 
in the driver’s seat. 

VanEs will discuss the trends behind this 
phenomenon and describe how writers can take 
advantage of these trends with tips, resources, and 
ideas to propel their writing forward. 

Discover why, more than ever before, it is 
easier for writers to: 

• Be published by traditional means or via 
self-publishing methods; 

• Achieve maximum distribution for their 
books; 

• Turn writing into various formats: print, 
eBook, audiobook, series, and so on; 

• Connect with others and build their 
platform; and 

• Access publishing resources previously 
not available to authors. 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE   
2 Vice President’s Message by Sandy Baker 

3 Member in the Spotlight 

4 Poetry Place 

5-6 Anthology Selection Process by Amber 
Lea Starfire 

7-8 Breaking News 

9-11 Announcements 

12 Editor’s Note, Submission Guidelines 

13+ Flyers 
 

 

Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, May 17 (NOTE: 3rd Sunday) 
Time:   3-5 p.m. Come at 2:30 to register &             

  mingle with other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $8/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Please join us for this exciting and informative 
presentation! 

Howard VanEs has written 14 books, including 
several Amazon bestsellers, and has created numerous 

books and information products for others. Let’s Write 
Books, Inc. is a company specializing in helping indie 
authors publish and market their books. VanEs’s 
experience also includes owning and running an 
award-winning advertising agency. 

“I write for no other purpose than to add 
to the beauty that now belongs to me. I 
write a book for no other reason than to 
add three or four hundred acres to my 
magnificent estate.”  – Jack London 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Throwing Up Onstage 
By Sandy Baker 

 
Have you ever stood in front of a group, your voice timid and 

quavering, your paper rattling? You swore you’d never do it again 
because your throat was dry and you needed a restroom run. Or your 
hands were too sweaty to turn the pages of your book. Or the mic was 
whistling feedback. Or you forgot your glasses and couldn’t read the 12 
pt. font. Or stomach butterflies and your gorge were rising.  

You may have experienced some of these frightening symptoms when 
you faced a crowd of eager faces, all waiting for you to read your 
fabulous prose or poem. Oh Em Gee! Maybe it’s not fabulous. Maybe the 
crowd will laugh at you and not with you. Maybe you really will ralph at the podium.  

“I just want to write.”  
How often have we heard or said that? Of course we all just want to write. Most writers want to get 

published, too. We want other people to read what we have to say—our experiences, our advice, our know-
how, and our super stories. We want to be discovered. We want people to appreciate our writings and us. 

Guess what? To have these dreams come true, you must acknowledge the need to market yourself and 
your written work. Reading in public is one way to let people know about you and your writings. 

Redwood Writers provides many opportunities for you to test your public presentation chops: salons, two 
open mics, and author and anthology launches. It’s a big step. Start out at a salon. Share in the potluck and 
the camaraderie of friendly, supportive writers in the comfort of a member’s home. We listen, we applaud, 
and we often laugh or shed a tear. No one judges or comments except to say, “Good job,” or, “Wonderful.” 
You and your piece will be rewarded with smiling faces and clapping hands. 

A next step might be to attend an open mic. The one at Gaia’s Garden is on the fourth Saturday each 
month, with sign-ups beginning at 1:30 p.m. You may claim a five-minute slot following the two featured 
Redwood Writers. It’s another openly supportive audience of writers and readers. Or try the open mics at the 
Central Library, usually on Saturdays every other month at 10 a.m. to noon. The first hour is reserved for 
Redwood Writers and the second hour for the general public. 

If you’ve published something new, try the limited sign-ups to read at our annual Author Launch. Or, if 
your work is included in the latest anthology, you may have the opportunity to read at the Anthology 
Launch. All these events are noted at www.redwoodwriters.org.  

You see, now that you’ve tried one of these public reading venues, you are shaking no more! Here are 
some other tips for your reading success: print your piece out using a 16 or 18 pt. font; bring a small bottle 
of water; practice reading in front of a mirror with a 
tape recorder or with a friend or family member; tie or 
pin your hair back so it doesn’t fly into your mouth; 
and tone down your outfit—your words are more 
important than your wardrobe. Finally, make sure, 
through practice, that your piece fits into the allotted 
time, as there’s nothing worse than getting pulled off 
the stage in mid-sentence! Take a deep breath. There, 
you did it! No throwing up. 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

DAVE MECHLING 

    
 

by Jennie Frost Butler 
 

    Two things are immediately obvious about 
David Mechling: his sense of humor and his 
enthusiasm about being an observer and a writer. 

His writing career began about eight years ago 
after his wife, Mona, persuaded him to go along to 
a poetry reading in Forestville. Expecting it to be 
“snooty-tooty,” he instead liked what the four male 
poets had to say.  

“I can do that,” he exclaimed afterwards, then 
proved it by going home and composing his first 
poem. “It’s the only one I’ve ever written about 
Mona, who’s very supportive of me … I don’t 
think I could’ve done all this writing without her 
inspiring me—and being my editor and typist.”  

Asked how his job as a custodian relates to his 
writing, Dave says, “While my hands are busy 
dumping trash, vacuuming floors or cleaning 
toilets, my mind is free to roam.” He always has a 
pencil stuck behind one ear, and can readily raid 
the recycle bin for writing paper.  

Regarding hobbies, Dave quips, “I don’t make 
things, I break things.” But it’s clear from our 
conversation that he’s good at fixing things, that is, 
at calmly assessing and handling on-the-job 
problems. For example, when a urinal kept 
running, overflowing and flooding a restroom, the 
yard duty person who’d reported it considered it a 
huge problem. 

“I walked in, gave the flush valve one whack, 
and it stopped. Walking from the room, I smiled 
and said, ‘ta-da.’ The duty person didn’t find that 
funny.”  

Dave’s poetry ranges from celebrating “old 
gals” with “blue hair,” who cruise around on “red 
scooters,” to “sharing a root beer float” with a 
grandson or creating a “Shopping List in C.”  

His memoir writing is mostly about happy 
summer experiences (swimming, camp fire talks, 
dirt-biking, and being out in nature) at his family’s 
camp on the Noyo River. He’d still rather vacation 
there than anywhere else.  

“I like to sit on the deck and read, listen to the 
birds,” Dave said.  

Or, he’ll encourage competition between 
chipmunks and blue jays with a careful 
arrangement of peanuts on the deck railing.  

“Then I get to watch and see who wins.”  
There’s also his short fiction, including holiday 

pieces about North Pole havoc created by “Santa’s 
new trophy wife.”  

Among Dave’s tips for writers is to “just keep 
writing. And don’t be disappointed by rejection, 
because each one gets you that much closer to a 
‘yes’ and seeing your writing and name in print.” 
He speaks from experience, since his writings 
have already appeared in a number of anthologies. 
Watch for Dave in June 2015, as that’s when he’ll 
be a featured speaker at Gaia’s Garden in Santa 
Rosa.  
 

 
 “I can shake off everything as I write; 

my sorrows disappear, my courage is 
reborn.”  – Anne Frank 
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two 
will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the 
space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 
Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the 
following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Pilgrim 
—Teresa Henry 
 
To journey, without 
a home means only to visit. 
Crossings…in blur. 
Tours without pilgrimages. 
Then to what purpose journey? 
 
A pilgrim travels 
outer worlds, sacred time or 
shifting inner light. 
Traversing the new, pilgrims 
savor signs of movement. 
 
How embrace the new 
if there’s no return 
to known, to home or what’s built? 
Journeys may slip away 
if we do not dig first. 
 
 

After Noon   
—Jan Boddie 
 
Diverse scents, shapes and colors share spring’s rebirth, stand 
in community, demand my attention, urge the release of seeds 
stored in the dark, held back in my heart. They whisper, “Now  
is the time,” and I know it is so, time to bring forth more of me,   
realize my dreams and gifts, fulfill the promise and purpose  
carried for seventy years, since my birth, grow them on earth.     
 
 
 Zephyr Point 

—Juanita Martin 
 
Zephyr Point, 
Where the air is thin and cool 
On my tongue as an exhaled sigh 
Dew lands on mountainous terrain 
Surrounds a zigzag of trees  
A sapphire sky  
Lends a special hue  
To the shimmering lake,  
A crowning of God’s glory 
 
Just beyond Nevada’s line 
A California sun rises, 
Piercing my cabin 
Warming frigid skin 
 
The quiet speaks to me  
As I sit basking, rejoicing 
On a spiritual journey 
In the majestic hauntings of nature 
 
The view— too rich for a camera’s eye 
The vastness imbibes; 
Like the subtlety of a summer rain, 
It pours itself into me 
 
 

Theatre Abuzz 
—Belinda Riehl 
 
White-blossomed tree hums 
Spring’s new life invites the drones 
Busy bees at work. 
 

*Art by HelloBay/DeviantArt 
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The Journey Anthology from Start to Finish, Part 1: Selection 
By Amber Lea Starfire 

 
This is the first of a three-part series of articles about the 

conception and birth of the 2015 Redwood Writers anthology.  
 
Have you ever wondered what goes on behind the scenes during 

the creation of an anthology? How do editors decide which pieces 
get selected for publication and which ones don’t? How do the 
volunteer editors get involved, and what really happens during the 
editing and publishing processes? What about cover and interior 
design? 

Though every team approaches the selection and editing tasks a 
little differently, the essential processes are the same. As editor of 
this year’s anthology, I’d like to take this opportunity to demystify 
and share the anthology publishing process with you. 

In November, my first task as editor was to propose 
the anthology theme to the RWC board. Thinking about the journey the club has been on and how far it has 
grown since its first anthology in 2006, “Journeys” came naturally to mind, and the RWC board agreed. The 
next tasks were to decide on submission process, recruit selection committee members, create flyers, and 
make announcements. 

I chose the online site, Submittable, to manage submissions. I had used Submittable while co-editing 
Times They Were A-Changing, and liked its ease of use for submitters as well as the way it 
streamlines selection and communication between editors. I asked Kate and Helen, both experienced editors, 
to assist me in selecting pieces for the anthology — a time-consuming and difficult role. They graciously 
agreed. I wrote copy and Michelle Wing designed and produced an attractive flyer in record time so that we 
could make the announcement and distribute the flyers during the December meeting. I created a PDF of 
submission instructions, and Kate managed the creation of a web page. The period for accepting submissions 
had begun!   

After the New Year, as the submissions began coming in, 
the selection team began reading. In order to ensure fairness, 
pieces were read blind—that is the identity of the author was 
not made visible—so we would have no idea who wrote which 
piece. 

There were two rounds of judging. The purpose of the first 
round was elimination. Every piece was read, re-read and 
voted on (1=yes, 0=maybe, -1=no) by all three selection 
editors. Those scores were then added together. Pieces with 
total scores of between 0 and +3 passed the first round. If a 
piece scored less than 0, it meant that at least 2 of the selection 
editors voted no.  

All of the pieces that passed the first round (approximately 
half of the submissions received) were then assigned to one of 
the editors for re-reading and scoring using a rubric. Poetry 
was scored for overall impact, originality, elements of poetry, 
structure and form, and grammar and spelling. Prose was 
scored for character/voice; narrative arc; emotional impact and 

Journeys — 2015 Anthology Update 
 
The Selection Committee — Amber 
Lea Starfire, Kate Farrell, and Helen 
Sedwick — wants to thank everyone 
who submitted pieces for this year’s 
anthology. We are happy to announce 
that we have completed the selection 
process. If you submitted work, you 
were sent an email informing you of the 
status of your work. If you did not 
receive that email, please check your 
spam/junk mail folders, because that’s 
probably where it’s hiding. Now begins 
the editing and publishing process. The 
anthology is scheduled to be released 
September 1. 
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significance; scene, setting, sense of place, imagery, and style; and language conventions and structure. Each 
editor’s scores, independently marked, were very close. 

You might think the selection process would stop there, but in many ways that was just the beginning. 
The whole of an anthology should be more than the sum of its parts, more than a collection of quality 
writing. The selection team discussed how each piece should embody some aspect of journey—an 
experience that challenges and transforms the narrator or poet in some way, and which is artfully 
communicated to the reader. Redwood Writers rose to this challenge in ways serious, silly, imaginative, and 
humorous. In addition, the team’s selections were guided by a vision for the 2015 Journeys anthology: it 
should, in and of itself, be a journey for its readers. 

All work that scored at least 5 (out of 10 possible) and above was discussed in person and at length 
regarding its relative merits and drawbacks, as well as sub-themes and potential fit within the anthology as a 
whole. Inevitably, there is a subjective element to these kinds of decisions. Some pieces needed only minor 
copyediting and proofreading, if at all. Some prose pieces needed more development, but contained 
potentially compelling stories. How much development did they need? How much work would we be asking 
the authors to do, and would they be able to accomplish this in the timeframe allowed? One piece needed 
more sensory detail, more emphasis on the moment of change, but doable: yes. Another piece, though it had 
potential, would need to be completely rewritten to bring out the real story—probably too much work: no. 
This poem is good, but encapsulates a moment in time rather a journey. Where would it fit? What do you 
think? This one is not quite as well written, but has more emotional resonance, communicates the journey 
better. Do you agree? 

All decisions to include or decline were unanimous. At the end, approximately one-third of the 
submissions were selected. Of those, one-third were poetry, representative of the proportion of poetry to 
prose pieces submitted. We felt we had a good balance of work that would, in sum, create a solid 
anthology. The acceptance and decline emails were sent to the authors. 

Now we’re ready for the next step — assigning editors to work with the authors for revision and 
polishing as necessary. 

Look for the next installment in the June newsletter — "The Journey Anthology from Start to Finish, Part 
2: The Editing Process." 

 

Amanda McTigue (right) shared her 
novel Going to Solace at the Redwood 
Writers Fiction Book Club in March. 
Linda Loveland Reid moderated the 
book club discussion.  

Abby Bogomolny stands with 
reader Elaine B. Holtz at the 
Redwood Writers Open Mic in 
March. 

Lilith Rogers and Lynn Millar were 
the features readers at the Redwood 
Writers Open Mic in March.  
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After various rounds of rejections and hibernating in the bowels of my computer 
for 12 or 13 years, my picture book, The Rock Maiden, a re-envisioning of an old 
Chinese folk tale from Hong Kong, has finally found a home with Wisdom Tales 
Press, www.wisdomtalespress.com. It will be released in 2017. – Natasha Yim 
 

 
 
An Unlikely Trio (prequel to Best Laid Plans: A Cozy 
Mystery) is now available through Amazon. We all come from somewhere and our 
paths often intersect in unlikely and almost magical ways with the people in our life. An 
Unlikely Trio is the backstory of Mab, Shalese, and Jenny, whom you met in Best Laid 
Plans as they struggled against odds to form a halfway house for female ex-felons. Is it 
fate or mere serendipity that brings together these unlikely sojourners? – Jolynn J. 
Lauer 

 
Jesse Ventura, former Governor of Minnesota endorsed my book, Greed Is 
Good—So Is Socialism: A Unifying Manifesto. Ventura said, “This little book 
has so much common sense in it, that it will either be not understood, or ignored 
by the folks on Wall St. and inside the D.C. Beltway. But every American with 
any common sense should read it.” – Wendell H. Williams 
 

 
 
I have at long last published The Best Grammar Workbook Ever!  It is now available 
on Amazon and all other online booksellers. The book launch will be at Petaluma 
Copperfield’s on Friday, May 15 at 7 p.m. An e-book is being planned, and a PDF 
download will be available (with all my other books) on my website: 
www.bigwords101.com. The workbook is 208 pages of "everything about grammar" 
with over 100 tests and practice exercises. – Arlene Miller 
 
 

The just-released Love in Every Stitch; Stories of Knitting and Healing joins the Top 
100 Bestsellers on Amazon. Join me for a signing and a hello at Copperfield's in 
Montgomery Village on June 12th at 7:00 pm, or Barnes & Noble in Corte Madera on 
June 18th at 11:00 am. Thank you, Redwood Writers, for giving writers a voice and a 
place to belong!  – Lee Gant 

 
 
My memoir, Not the Mother I Remember, recently won recognition as one of two finalists 
for the Sarton Memoir Award, a literary competition named in honor of May Sarton, 
distinguished American memoirist. – Amber Lea Starfire 
 

The Redwood Writer   7 

http://www.wisdomtalespress.com/
http://www.bigwords101.com/


 
Teresa LeYung-Ryan, author of Build Your Writer’s Platform & Fanbase In 22 Days, 
will celebrate California Bookstore Day on May 2, 2015, with other local authors at 
Laurel Book Store, 1423 Broadway, Oakland, CA. WritingCoachTeresa.com and 
www.laurelbookstore.com – Teresa LeYung-Ryan 
  
Teresa LeYung-Ryan, sponsor and judge for “Immigrant Experience Writing 
Contest” and mentor, and Margie Yee Webb, judge and mentor, will join their 
California Writers Club colleagues on Saturday, June 6, 2015, for the Writing Contest 
Awards Ceremony and Writers Helping Writers Through Mentoring. They will also 
attend Authors Day on Saturday, June 13, 2015, a series of events on the Literary 
Stage in the Fine Arts Galleria at the San Mateo County Fair. cwc-

peninsula.org/fair.html and sanmateocountyfair.com/pdf/2015/departments/literary_arts_15.pdf  
– Teresa and Margie 
 
Margie Yee Webb, author of Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings, will be at the 
California Bookstore Day celebration on May 2, 2015, at Face in a Book 
Bookstore & Gifts at El Dorado Hills Town Center, located at 4359 Town 
Center Blvd. #113, El Dorado Hills. Face in a Book has various activities 
and authors scheduled throughout the day; Margie will be featured at 2 
p.m. www.getyourfaceinabook.com – Margie Yee Webb 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Gilbert, bestselling author of memoir Eat. Pray. Love. will be at the Meritage Resort and Spa 
in the Napa Valley from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 7 to present her seminar, “Writing, Truth, 
and Community.” Tickets have just been released and are expected to sell out fast. General admission to 
the event includes an inspirational talk, a writing and creativity session, an onstage conversation with 
Q&A, a gourmet lunch, a wine reception and prizes, giveaways, and more. VIP tickets will get you 
seated in the front row, and include signed books by Elizabeth Gilbert and Albert Flynn DeSilver, a post-
event cocktail reception, and an online writing workshop. To purchase tickets or to find out more, visit 
www.lizgilbertevent.com. 

The Inland Empire, a California Writers Group, presents “Another Bloomin’ Writer’s Conference,” on 
Saturday, May 2 from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The afternoon will be filled with information and 
inspiration on writing technique, the craft of writing, publishing, promotion, and more. Authors are 
invited to bring their latest publication and promote it with a 3-minute pitch. There will also be book 
signings, time for networking, and free professional headshots for CWC members. The event will be 
held at the Friends Meeting House at 727 Harrison Ave., Claremont. Tickets are $25 for CWC members, 
and $30 for non-members, and will include a taco lunch and snacks. RSVP by emailing 
judy.kohnen@gmail.com or calling (909) 525-5559. Visit www.iecwc.com/may_workshop.html for 
more info.  
 

 

“There is no greater agony than bearing an 
untold story inside you.” – Maya Angelou 
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Enter the 2015 Redwood Writers 
Memoir Contest! 

 

 
 

This year’s Redwood Writers’ Memoir 
Contest opens May 17 for all residents of 
Sonoma, Napa, Marin, Solano, Lake, and 
Mendocino counties. The contest calls for 
1500 to 2000 word entries, either memoir 
excerpts that can stand alone or personal 
essays. Entries are due August 1, 2015 
through Submittable, and the three top place 
winners will be announced on October 11 at 
the monthly RW meeting. There are cash 
prizes for the first, second, and third place 
winners. Judges are Fran Claggett, Diane 
Lefer, Linda Joy Myers, and Sue William 
Silverman. Susan Gunter will chair the 
contest. The top entry will go to April 
Eberhardt of the April Eberhardt Agency for 
consideration for publication. 

 
For further details, visit 

redwoodwriters.org/contests. 
 

Redwood Writers Play Festival  
and “Fun” Raiser 

 

  
 
Don’t miss this special evening with 100 of 
your Redwood Writer friends at 6th Street 
Playhouse in Santa Rosa! The May 21st 
performance has been designated Redwood 
Writers “Fun” Raiser!  
  
Your $20 ticket includes the opening night 
party with yummy food AND the 
performance.  Sales are going fast. Seats are 
limited, so act early!   
 
A huge thanks to our wonder team:  
Mary DeShazo, Sandy Baker, Amanda 
McTigue, Malena Eljumaily, Jeanne Jusaitis, 
Belinda Riehl, Al King, Jennie Orvino, 
Elspeth Benton, Briahn Kelly-Brennan, Susan 
Gunter, Joelle Burnette, and Linda Reid. 
 
See flyer at end of newsletter for how to 
buy tickets and other details. 
 
Questions? Email – LindaLReid100@gmail.com 
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 

 

Featured Readers:  Mary De Shazo & Patricia Garrett 
The MC will be Abby Bogomolny.  

 
Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Date:  Saturday, May 23rd   
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden, 1899 
Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 
 

Monday, May 11th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
Come out and support our authors!  Hear five authors 
read from their books with Q & A from the audience. 
  
For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through 
our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with many major 
merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 
Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip 
program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 
are signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in 
the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be 
automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. 
The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a 
registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1% to 16% of 
your order from 1,000 name brand merchants with no additional 
cost to you.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button 
on the left side of the page and follow the instructions! 

RedwoodWriters.org 
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and related to writing. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political ads, religious ads, or any other ads that are not writing-
related.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 
The Redwood Writer   11 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

Dear Redwood Writers, 
Years ago, the biggest dream I had for my life 

was to write a book. I thought about it constantly, 
how I hoped that one day I could hold the book I 
had written in my hands and be able to say that I 
had written it. I even created a drawing on a Post-
It note of a book with my name on it as the author, 
then pasted it to the side of my dresser so that it 
was the first and last thing I saw every single day.  

Years later, and I have not only written and 
published one book, I’ve written and published 
several. And just this last week, I finished the 
rough draft of one more that I plan on publishing 
this summer.  

Thing is, I didn’t just wake up one day to find 
that my biggest dream had come true. I put in 
hours of work each day, working diligently to 
reach my ultimate goal of a finished book. And 
when one book was done, I set to work on 
another. Then another. And so on.  

Going to Redwood Writers meetings, I see that 
my story is not unique. In that room are writers at 
every leg of the journey. Some have written 
dozens of books, while others are just starting 
their path toward their writing goal. But the thing 
that ties us all together is the hard work it takes to 
make those goals happen. Even more important, 
however, is the passion we all have for the beauty 
within the written word.  

If you’re just starting your writing adventure, 
congratulations! You’re in for one hell of a ride. 
There will be good days. There will be bad days. 
And there will be days when you’ll wonder why 
you started this journey in the first place. But 
don’t give up. Push through any obstacle that 
stands in your way and fight to make your dream 
come true. And then, when it happens, do it again.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Anything after this date will be 
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do 
not have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details and a text copy about your writing class or 
event.  
Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 
the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  
Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 
membership meeting. All members welcome.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 

 
The Redwood Writer   12 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


Redwood Writers Board and Volunteers (as of April 2015) 

                                            Elected Officers & Board Members 
President – Robbi Sommers Bryant Bill Haigwood      Publicity Director 
Vice Pres – Sandy Baker Crissi Langwell     Newsletter Editor 
Treasurer – Briahn Kelly-Brennan Marian Lindner    Gen Contest Chair 
Secretary – Malena Eljumaily Jeane Slone           Author Launch  
Past Pres – Linda Loveland Reid Marie Millard       Social Media Editor 
 Jan Rowley            Membership Chair 
                                               Chairs and Team Members 
Accreditation Committee – Jan Rowley, Sandy Baker 
Anthology 2015 - Editor Amber Lea Starfire          (Board Liaison: Linda L Reid)  
Anthology Poetry 2016 -  Editor Fran Claggett       (Board Liaison: Linda L Reid)  
Author Support Group – Deborah Taylor-French & Jeanne Jusaitis 
Book Club - RW & Copperfield – Sandy Baker 
Contests - General Chair – Marian Lindner 
Contest Chairs 2014/15: Ana Manwaring, Susan Gunter, Natasha Yim 
Critique Groups – Marie Judson 
CWC & NorCal Rep – Sandy Baker 
Flamingo Liaison – Linda L Reid 
Food Chair - Marise “Lacy” Perea 
Goodreads/Members’ books – Ann Philipp 
Hot Summer Nights at Copperfield Books – Robbi S Bryant 
Merchandise – Linda L Reid 
Newsletter – Editor Crissi Langwell 
Acquisitions and Poetry Corner – Juanita Martin; Copy Editors – Marie Millard, Belinda Riehl, Elspeth 
Benton, Teresa Hennessy; Member in Spotlight Editor – Robert Digitale 
Nomination Committee - Chair Jeane Slone; Linda L Reid, Deborah Taylor-French 
Open Mic at Library – Jean Wong 
Open Mic at Gaia’s Garden – Robin Moore, Abby Bogomolny, Dmitri Morningstar 
Play Contest & Festival Fundraiser:  Chair Linda L Reid 
Team: Mary DeShazo, Sandy Baker, Amanda McTigue, Malena Eljumaily, Jeanne Jusaitis, Belinda 
Reihl, Al King, Jennie Orvino, Elspeth Benton, Briahn Kelly-Brennan, Susan Gunter, Joelle Burnette 
Registration Team – Chair Teresa Hennessy 
Team: Al King, Kathryn Miller, Amanda McTigue, Jan Boddie, Elspeth Benton, Sher Gamard, Belinda 
Riehl, Donna Cornett, Mary DeShazo, Noelle Robin, Paul Greenberg, Sunny Lockwood 
Redwood Salon – Sher Gamard 
Redwood Writers at KRCB – Jeane Slone  (also, Dining with Authors) 
Social Media – Marie Millard 
Workshops - Helen Sedwick  and Malena Eljumaily   
Treasurer Assistant – Cristina Goulart 
Website Editor – Joelle Burnette 
Writers Conference 2016:  Co-Chairs Bill Haigwood & Robbi Sommers Bryant 
Team: Rebecca Smith, Deborah Taylor French, Marilyn Lanier, Dmitri Morningstar, Ayin Weaver, 
Catharine Bramkamp, Cathy Wild, Linda L Reid, Thonie Hevron, Sandy Baker, Kate Farrell, Brenda 
Bellinger, Charles Markee, Jean Wong, Natasha Yim, Robert Digitale, Kent Sorenson, Paul Greenberg, 
David Ramirez, Nina Tepedino 
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