
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“Writers Helping Writers” November 2016 www.redwoodwriters.org 

October 13, 2016 Want to keep up to date on Redwood Writers 
events and happenings, contest deadlines and 

The Writer’s Voice: more? Check out redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 
Bringing Life to Words and Words 

to Life 
November & Early Dec. Events 
Nov. 1–30: RW Retreat Registration 
Nov. 13:      Author Support Group (1pm) 
Nov. 13: General Meeting (2:30 – 4:30 pm) 
Nov. 14: Dine with Local Authors 
Nov. 15: Prompt Contest Deadline (9 pm) 
Nov. 16: New Member Orientation (5 pm) 
Nov. 19: Final Open Mic at the Library 
Dec. 1: Member Professional Services 

Submission Deadline 
Dec. 1: Play Festival 2017 Contest 

 
 

Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When: Sunday, Nov. 13 
Time:  2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register 

& mingle with other writers. 
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa 

Empire Room 
Cost: $5/members, $10/nonmembers 

        with Amanda McTigue Info: www.redwoodwriters.org 
Why do agents, editors—and, most 

importantly, readers—reach for our writing? The 
answer  we  always  hear  is  “voice,”  a  hard-to-        
define and sometimes harder-to-develop authorial                  HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE 
sound   that   distinguishes   our   work   from  all        2 Board Buzz 
others’. But what do we mean by voice? How do 3 Member in the Spotlight: Arlene Miller we  find  it,  hone  it?  Amanda  McTigue  offers 
specific shifts of focus for all phases of our work 4 Poetry Place 
(from drafting to editing) to help us develop an 
authentic, compelling and memorable voice on 5 Breaking News, Facebook Notice, Bylaw Tip 
the page across all genres.                                              6-9     Announcements 

10       Editor’s Note, Submission Guidelines 
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BOARD BUZZ: California Writers Club NorCal Group Conference 
By David Ramirez 

 
 

Ten Redwood Writers Board Members attended this year’s California Writers Club NorCal Group 
Conference, held October 1st on the DeVry University Campus in Fremont, CA. This year’s theme was 
“Building Better Branches.” Our Club President, Sandy Baker, was the Keynote Speaker. Sandy spoke to 
the attendees about what our motto, “Writers Helping Writers,” is truly all about. She reminded us that we 
are an organization completely made up of volunteers, and to put it quite simply, the more we do, the more 
we grow. And, the more we’ve grown, the more we’ve done. 

Redwood Writers is now 300 plus members and the only thing that could ever hold us back from 
continuing to grow is a lack of imagination or an unwillingness of our members to be involved. I would 
challenge you to take a close look at every activity and resource made available through your membership 
and you will find that in almost every aspect of what we do, our motto’s purpose can clearly be found 
(writers helping writers). 

Every one of us has something to contribute to the strength of our club. And it’s not just being involved 
in leadership roles at a board level, but being involved in the various weekly or monthly activity events we 
all look so forward to. I encourage you to share your successes and experiences as an author with other 
fellow writers. They come as we do, searching for inspiration and validation for their decision to pursue a 
passion to write. 

During her address, Sandy let our fellow clubs know of the varied venues RW has provided for our 
authors to interact with the general public to present or read from their writings. She described our ongoing 
writers’ workshops, discussions and forums and proudly raved about the many contests made available to 
challenge our members. In all that she spoke about, it was made very clear to all in attendance, that 
Redwood Writers could only accomplish those many endeavors though the involvement and participation of 
our member volunteers. Kudos to Sandy for her presentation and for what she brings to our organization. 

The award winning website and newsletter are perfect examples of what has been made possible through 
member involvement. If you look closely, you will discover that the perks of your membership far outweigh 
any hesitancy you may feel about becoming a more involved member. The conference was a great reminder 
of why I chose to belong to Redwood Writers and why my decision to remain involved has proven to be the 
right decision. (A bone to the dog is not charity. Charity is the bone shared with the dog, when you are just 
as hungry as the dog. - Jack London) 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
ARLENE MILLER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Sheri Graves 
Her sparkling eyes, ready smile and friendly 

personality help make Arlene Miller, “The Grammar 
Diva,” a popular author and speaker for various 
groups, organizations and companies. 

Miller joined Redwood Writers more than five 
years ago, served as a vice president, copyedited the 
newsletter for Robin Moore, served as editor of the 
club’s anthology when RW celebrated Jack London, 
participated in book launches, was featured at an 
open mic and also was in the Dine with Authors and 
Hot Summer Nights literary events. She presented to 
RW in April and led the editing/proofreading 
roundtable at the September meeting. Miller also is a 
member of Bay Area Independent Publishers 
Association and Independent Book Publishers 
Association. 

Born in Winthrop, Massachusetts, near Boston, 
Miller said she was a painfully shy only child. 
Education included graduation from Simmons College 
in Boston, a stint at Harvard and t h e  completion of 
her master’s degree at Cal State University. 

Her career “jumped around” while she worked as 
medical biller, newspaper reporter, UPI editor, 
medical transcriber, medical secretary, aerobics 
instructor, temp worker, tap dance teacher and 
computer company secretary, among other things. 

She then became a technical writer at Wang, one 
of the first computer companies. “After six years 
there as a writer, editor, and editing supervisor,” she 
said, “I became an at-home mom doing contract 
editing work.” 

Miller moved to Petaluma in 1993. She earned 
California teacher and school administrator credentials 
from Dominican College in San Rafael. 

Miller taught workshops at College of Marin 
and Santa Rosa Junior College. She also  taught 
seventh-grade English 11 years, during the last 
four of which she began writing grammar books. 

“Basically,” the Petaluma resident said, “I felt 
I was an underachiever until I started writing 
grammar books!” 

Her books include The Best Little Grammar 
Book Ever! (2010), Correct Me If I'm Wrong 
(2013), The Best Grammar Workbook Ever! 
(2015), Fifty Shades of Grammar (2015), The Best 
Little Grammar Book Ever!, Second Edition 
(2016), The Best Little Grammar Workbook 
Ever! (2016), Beyond Worksheets– an early e-
book (2011), and The Great Grammar Cheat 
Sheet– e-book only (2013). 

Her next book, the last in the series, is 
tentatively titled, The Best Little Book of 
Confused Words and Malapropisms. She 
publishes through her own company, 
bigwords101, and launches everything at 
Petaluma Copperfield's Books. 

Amazon ranked her first grammar book and 
workbook in the top 10 of its print and Kindle (e-
book) grammar books books and the top 25-50 
in paperback. You can Order her books from any 
bookstore, Amazon, Ingram, other online retailers 
and e-readers; buy them at Petaluma and Santa 
Rosa Copperfield's Book Stores; get them from 
the Sonoma County Library; or find them at 
venues chosen by Jeane Sloane, a Redwood 
Writers member. 

Awards include those from Society of 
Technical Communications, Sonoma County 
Fair, BAIPA and New York Book Festival. 

In addition to her grammar books, Miller 
wrote Trashy Novel: Four College Girls on a 
Path (published under the pseudonym Jojo Baker, 
2011). She plans to republish it, subtitled Four 
College Girls and a Purple Boa, by A. Miller. 

“I love working for myself,” she said. “I am 
writing books, copyediting other people’s books, 
and have done corporate workshops.” 

Miller writes a blog through her website, 
www.bigwords101.com. 
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As Rare As Jade 
—Teresa Henry 

 
Green animal eyes 
as rare as jade 
no dog whom I have known 
although cats, yes, 
staring at me for daily care. 
Is the rare hue a gift 
or a beacon? 
No matter. 
Emerald bejewels cats 
and lines with velvet nature’s eden. 

 
 

 
NAMASTE 

—Belinda Riehl 
 

The CHILD in me cries with the child in you. 
Our healing wounds shape our own points of view. 
Stomping, demanding, I want something from you. 

Why can’t you see what I want you to do! 
 

The MOTHER in me honors the mother in you. 
We worry so much—what good does it do? 

We nurture and pamper then stand back to view, 
Hoping our best, guides our children on through. 

 
A WARRIOR am I, as I know you are too. 

My strength has no limits, just test me—it’s true. 
Our kindness disguises, keeps hidden from view, 

That we’re giants, with courage, and know what to do. 
 

The JUDGE in her robe sits up in her pew 
Watching so critically, everything I do. 

She improves me as she views me, but if she only knew 
That to leave me would please me, “I’m not perfect like you!” 

 
The SPIRIT SOUL which defines me has guided my way. 

The spirit in me honors the spirit in you. 
Our souls will soar at the end of our days. 

We’ll be together forever, until then… 
 

…NAMASTE 

Poetry Place is a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month, several poems 
will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the 
space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 
Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems 
need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the following month’s 
issue. - Juanita Martin 

 
 

POETRY	  PLACE	  	  



 

 
 

  

        
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

      
 

I'm happy to announce my flash fiction entry "In the Blink of an Eye" 
won the first place award at the Central Coast Writers Conference in 
San Luis Obispo at the end of September. The contest prompt was "The 
Final Word." Winning entries in all categories can be found at 
http://centralcoastwriterscontest.blogspot.com/ 

–Brenda Bellinger 
 
 

My work “Like Watching Ten Thousand Ducks,” has just been 
accepted  by reader’s theater Off The Page.  The performance will 
be in January. This piece will also be included in my 
memoir, Hurtling Jade –Jean Wong 

 

Alert... 
Redwood Writer has only one official Facebook page, 

www.facebook.com/RedwoodWriters/ 
 

Our official FB page is administered by our very talented Social Media Manager, Christina 
Molcillo. You do not need to join or be approved to join. 

The other one is a FB "group," neither official nor part of our club. If you have been missing out 
on news and important announcements, it may be that you've been visiting the wrong one.  

To get all the RW news, photos, and announcements, go to  www.facebook.com/RedwoodWriters/ 
 
 Bylaw Tip of the Month 

By Sandy Baker 
 

Did you know that branch membership fees are set by our parent organization, the 
California Writers Club? "Each member shall pay dues according to the Policies and 
Procedures adopted by the CWC Central Board." The renewal fee is $45, $20 of which is sent to 
CWC. New members pay $65. The prorated new member fee beginning in January is $42.50. 
Plus, there are other levels of fees for students, hardship, emeritus, dual, and life- long. If you 
are interested, you can read all about it on page 10 of Documents at www.calwriters.org. 
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If you're in the market for a critique group, I 
act as a clearinghouse (volunteer) for those 
looking to form one, or add members. Just e- 
mail me with your genre. I send out a new list, 
and you can respond to all or select a few for 
discussion about approach, time, and location. 
People meet in homes or cafes, or come up 
with other public spaces such as  library 
meeting rooms. 

Side note: I have years of experience with 
writing groups and highly recommend them! 
They provide deadlines and hopefully give 
feedback on things like word repetition, 
grammar, public reading style, plot, and other 
nuances. It makes a vast difference to share our 
work along the way. I recommend reading 
aloud, too! 

If interested, contact me, Marie Judson- 
Rosier, at mariejudson@gmail.com and I'll add 
you to the list. You can request to be removed 
at any time. 
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Dine With Local Authors 

Monday, November 14 
6-8 PM 

Gaia’s Garden Restaurant 
1899 Mendocino Ave. 

Santa Rosa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and dine with five local authors 
and hear them read from their books. 

Q &A from the audience! 
 

Call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 
for reservations 



 

 
 

 
 

Registration is NOW OPEN for Redwood Writers first-ever retreat, called Writing in the Redwoods. The 
goal of the retreat is to provide a weekend away from day-to-day activities for thirty-five writers to write in a 
quiet, inspiring environment. Registration fees include lodging for two nights, two Happy Hours, Friday 
night potluck, and five meals Saturday and Sunday. 

Friday, April 28th, will open with Bring Your Own Beverage Happy Hour, along with hors d'oeuvres to 
share, followed by Potluck dinner and dessert. After dinner, we plan to get-to-know each other by “Telling 
Three Truths and a Lie” about ourselves. The group will try to determine which is the lie. Closing activities 
for the evening will help set our writing goals for the weekend. (All planned activities are optional.) 

Saturday, April 29th, will start with gentle wake-up and stretching exercises, followed by breakfast at 
8:30. There may be a short prompt writing exercise to activate our creative energy. Between breakfast and 
lunch, we are asking for mandatory silent writing around the grounds, in our rooms, in available indoor and 
outdoor spaces. After our 12:30 lunch, there will be a prompt writing session. The afternoon will be open for 
more individual writing or an opportunity for small critique groups to gather. Happy Hour will open at 4:00, 
followed by dinner at 5:30. We will gather around 7:00 at the Campfire for Salon-style readings of work 
brought from home or produced at the retreat. The meeting room will be available for a separate Salon for 
those who prefer to meet indoors, or if Mother Nature creates an obstacle. 

Sunday, April 30th, will open the same as Saturday. For those who like deadlines and competition, we’ll 
announce at breakfast a Flash Writing Contest, submissions to be turned in after lunch. The winner will be 
announced at the May Redwood Writers meeting. After lunch, we will close with a gathering for A Sandy 
(Baker) Moment to see if we’ve met our goals, discuss how we may have been frustrated, and to take home 
what we’ve enjoyed from the retreat. 

Remember, registration is not first come/first served. Attendees will be selected by lottery. Registration 
for the lottery closes November 30, 2016. Please go to redwoodwriters.org/2017-writing-retreat/ for all the 
details and FAQs. 

You can also send questions to Belinda at rw2017retreat@gmail.com          Submitted by Belinda Riehl   
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     Fan Fiction 

Launch: Jan. 8, 2017 
Submission deadline: Feb. 19 
Awards: RW meeting, April 9 
Chair: Margie Yee Webb 

 

 
 

FAN FICTION CHAIR, Margie Yee 
Webb, is an award-winning author 
and photographer for the gift 
book, Cat Mulan’s Mindful 
Musings: Insight and Inspiration 
for a Wonderful Life, and as co-
creator of Not Your Mother’s Book 
. . . On Cats anthology. A Past 
Vice President of the California 
Writers Club and Jack London 
Award Winner, she currently serves 
as Membership Chair and Speaker 
Coordinator for Gold Country 
Writers in Auburn. H a v i n g  
w o n  t h i r d  p l a c e  i n  t h e i r  
2 0 1 6  5 9 - w o r d s  c o n t e s t ,  
She is their 59 Word Contest Chair 
in 2017 
(http://goldcountrywriters.com/hester 
-jones-winner-59-words-contest/). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Screenwriting 
Launch: May 21, 2017 
Submission deadline: June 27  
Awards: RW meeting, Aug. 13  
Chair: Teresa LeYung-Ryan 
 

 
 

SCREENWRITING  CHAIR, 
Teresa LeYung-Ryan, uses her 
fiction and nonfiction to advocate 
speaking openly about the stigmas 
associated with mental illness and the 
repercussions from family violence. 
She is the author of the mother-
daughter novel Love Made of Heart 
(used as required reading in 
colleges), and is the creator of the 
workbook Build Your Writer’s 
Platform & Fanbase In 22 Days.  
Teresa blogs at 
http://WritingCoachTeresa.com, and 
is one of the 2012 winners of the RW 
short plays contest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Historical Fiction 
Launch: Sept. 24, 2017 
Submission deadline: Oct. 24  
Awards: RW meeting, Dec. 10  
Chair: Dmitri Rusov-Morningstar 
 

 
 
HISTORICAL FICTION CHAIR, 
Dmitri Rusov-Morningstar, is a self-
described ripe old hippie within a 
framework of gentility and good 
humor. During the 1960’s and 70’s, he 
produced folk concerts and worked 
tirelessly in the Peace movement. He 
became a Union carpenter and has 
been a Residential Designer for the 
past thirty years. For ten years, his 
wonderful writers group and Maine 
Coon cats have supported his passion for 
writing.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

NEW WRITING CONTESTS 

As General Contest Chair, I’m thrilled to introduce three brand new writing contests for 2017: Fan 
Fiction, Screenwriting, and Historical Fiction. Just so you can think ahead and get your creative juices 
flowing, here are the dates and timelines of these contests. Submission details and guidelines will be 
announced in the RW newsletter and website, so watch out for those. – Natasha Yim 

 
 

What is fan fiction? It’s fiction about characters or settings from an original work of fiction, generally created by fans of that 
work rather than by its creator. I use the term, generally, because you don’t necessarily have to be a fan to write fan fiction. For 
the purpose of this contest, just let your imaginations flow, think outside the box, and have fun! ⎯⎯ Margie Yee Webb 
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Author Support Group 
Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include: 

™ Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
™ Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
™ Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts 
™ Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
™ Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 
 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The 
Sonoma County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, 
Changing Hurt to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional 
Parks. Her memoirs appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah 
blogs about animal welfare and advocates for dog adoption at 
www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French may be contacted at 
dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers you contact her 

    by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 
 

 
 
 

 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
	  payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link. 

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their 
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and 
selected restaurants. 
There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the 
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic. 
How to sign up? Read on... 
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% of 
your purchases at places like Amazon; Expedia; Target; Apple Store; Barnes & Noble; Bed, Bath & 
Beyond; Best Buy; Apple; Macy’s; JC Penney; Sears; Petco; Petsmart; and over 800 other merchants, 
including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be a registered eScrip shopper. 

™ Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
™ Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.” 

It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers! 
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com 
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
By Nancy Uber-Kellogg 

 
Hello, Redwood Writers! Thank you for the 

chance to serve as Chief Editor of the club’s 
newsletter. 

First of all, I am grateful for the crystal-clear 
instructions that our previous editor, Crissi 
Langwell, gave me. You made the transition go 
smoothly. Sandy, thanks for answering questions 
that arose while I put the newsletter together. And 
to those of you who submitted articles, thank you 
for your contributions and words of welcome. 

In the  brief time  since  I started, something 
wonderful has happened. I experience the club in 
a whole new way. It’s a joy to work with other 
members to get the newsletter ready, knowing we 
share a common purpose and love for the written 
word. It’s also energizing to think about the goals 
of our members (To write! To share with others! 
To publish!) as well as to picture ways that this 
monthly offering can support those aims. 

If you want to join forces with other writers, 
please contribute to the newsletter. Send your 
Breaking News. (How’s it going with your 
National Novel Writing Month [NaNoWriMo] 
novel for instance?) Write a How-To article about 
some aspect of writing or publishing. Send a 
quote from a favorite author. Or become part of 
the Copyeditor team. We’ve got room for two 
more folks. 

I welcome your feedback and suggestions. 
What topics would interest you? How can we 
support your day-in-and-day-out practice? I look 
forward to hearing from you! You can reach me at 
editor@redwoodwriters.org 

 
Nancy 
 

Chief Editor: Nancy Uber-Kellogg 
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin 
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale 
Copyeditor: Marie Millard 
Copyeditor: Jan Rowley 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
The deadline for newsletter content is the  15th of  
each month. Please email submissions to Nancy 
Uber-Kellogg at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at  
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

 
 

Submission  Guidelines 
Breaking News is for members to share writing- 
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture. 

Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission. 
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing- 
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event. 

 
 

Redwood Writers 
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Resort, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m. 

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club. 
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