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October 9, 2016 
Reaching the Finish Line: 
The Seven Completion Points 

of Finishing a Book 
 

 
 

With Leslie Keenan 

 
The writing process can seem mysterious, both 

creatively and technically. Many writers, when 
they start the publishing process, aren’t aware 
what this journey looks like. If completion points 
aren’t recognized and aren’t completed in the 
correct order, the result can be frustration and 
even complete “stuckness.” In this presentation, 
Leslie Keenan will break down the seven points, 
explaining the best approach at each stage. She 
will discuss why it’s important to honor and 
celebrate each stage so you will have a smooth 
process for finishing your book. 

Leslie Keenan has been helping people access 
their creativity, find the time to do what they 
most love, and complete their projects for more 
than 30 years as a teacher, coach, editor, and 
writer.  

Visit her website at lesliekeenan.com.  
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, Oct. 9 
Time:   2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register 
  & mingle with other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $10/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood Writers 
events and happenings, contest deadlines and 
more? Check out our calendar at 

redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

October Events 
 
Oct. 1:  Take the Mic 
Oct. 9:  General Meeting 
Oct. 15:  Salon 
Oct. 16:  Prompt Contest Deadline 
Oct. 22:  Open Mic 

  
 

       
      
     
       
      

http://www.lesliekeenan.com/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/calendar/
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BOARD BUZZ: Retreats, Festivals & Conferences 

By Rebecca Smith 
 

Our first-ever Writing in the Redwoods Retreat is this 
April!  I have to tell you, I love writing retreats. Each one is a 
sacred space, a fun and exciting place, a quiet place. It is a 
fellowship with my writing muse and a place to make new 
friends. It is a place to put down the phone and ease back into 
nature.  

While I love maneuvering my keyboard around my 65 
pound lap dogs, sometimes it’s nice to cut out all distractions. 
There are times I wish to escape the busyness of daily life so I 
can hone my craft without interruptions. I yearn for the 
breathing room to pause and reflect. I seek a beautiful 
openness to receive the gifts of inspiration my muse wants to 
bestow upon me. Retreats create the space to fire the 
imagination and fill the page. 

“Climb the mountains and get their good tidings. Nature’s peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into 
the trees. The winds will blow their own freshness to you, and the storms their energy, while cares will drop 
off like autumn leaves.” — John Muir. 

Going to conferences, retreats, and film festivals allows the cares to fall away and the pen to dip into a 
well of possibility. It elevates the quality of writing. Hearing other writers’ stories around the campfire never 
gets old. Along with seeing a hula fire dance at the Maui Writers’ Retreat, I met a woman whose 
grandparents’ home sat atop tunnels where Jessie James used to hang out. We shared critiques and whipped 
our stories into shape.  

Volunteering at film festivals and writing conferences is always good for a story. Getting up close and 
personal with filmmakers and actors gives a writer fresh perspective. I helped a well-connected friend open 
his cabin for summer, kicking off the season with the Nantucket Film Festival. In return I got to stay at a 
beach-front cottage, received a festival pass, and was introduced to the talented East Coast film network. I 
loved strolling over cobblestone streets to get an early morning coffee where the filmmakers gathered, and 
wondered whose movie I’d see that day. Being around people who are bringing their dreams to life gives my 
soul nourishment to carry on. 

As a reader for the Cinequest Film Festival, I was able to enjoy some fresh and amazing scripts. I also 
received a festival pass for my volunteer efforts. I was able to brunch with filmmakers, put my hands on a 
state-of-the-art thirty thousand dollar camera, and had a magical mystery tour of the John Lennon Tour 
bus—a high-tech traveling movie studio that rolls to schools across the country to teach kids about 
filmmaking and help them make their own shorts.  

Back at the ranch, it was fun to volunteer at our Redwood Writers Pen to Published Conference and get to 
know some of our members as I held the door for the Pitch Fest.  

Taking time for retreats, festivals, and conferences keeps the blood pumping and the ink flowing on the 
page. You never know, you might even find some good stories. Come to our retreat in April. You’ll be glad 
you did. 

 
Rebecca Smith is the Publicity Director for Redwood Writers. She writes screenplays, short stories, and 

may give a go to her first novel in November’s NaNoWriMo—“an idyllic writer’s retreat, smack-dab in the 
middle of your crazy life”. 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

SHERI GRAVES 

    
 

By Scarlett West 
 
Sheri Graves has had an amazing career as a 

journalist, and more recently entered the world of 
fiction as an author.  

For more than 42 years, she was a reporter and 
editor for The Press Democrat. She retired in 2004 
to focus on a lifelong dream of writing novels. Her 
debut crime novel, Deep Doo-Doo, received 
wonderful reviews and won the 2015 National 
Indie Excellence Award. 

Sheri was born in San Jose, where she lived on 
a ranch next door to Reid’s Hillview Airport. As a 
child, she had an adventurous life cleaning out 
hangars for 50 cents apiece. Sometimes she rode in 
a WWII-vintage open cockpit plane. 

Her parents bred St. Bernard dogs, and she 
often traveled by dog cart to visit friends at dairies, 
orchards, and horse ranches. In 1959, she moved to 
Santa Rosa, where her family built and operated 
Leddy Pet Park, a boarding kennel and pet supply 
shop. 

Precocious and talented as a child, she 
interviewed pilots and others, composed her own 
newspaper, and sold copies at the airport for 25-
cents apiece.   

As a reporter at The Press Democrat, she won 
awards for writing excellence, including first place 
prizes from the Press Club of San Francisco, 
National Newspaper Publishers Associations and 
California Medical Association.  

Today, Sheri teaches memoir writing for 
 

Senior Authors of Santa Rosa, an independent 
memoir group. Using episodic memoirs written by 
students, she’s compiling a how-to entitled 
Memoir Writing in a Flash. 

When asked about why she writes, Sheri stated, 
“I have no choice. I am a writer. Writing has been 
part of my identity all of my life.”  

As a fiction author, she is proud of her novel, 
Deep Doo-Doo, which is part of a trilogy. She has 
two follow-ups in the works! 

Her novel’s protagonist, she says, “is a 
newspaper reporter and she shares my views, 
particularly in terms of the integrity of the news. 
But she is not me. She is a projection of the ideal 
me. She is smarter, braver, more decisive, 
stronger.” 

Sheri is very organized in her approach to 
writing novels. She begins with a basic outline of 
the story, which could take months to finish. She 
also conducts research and interviews. With no set 
routine, she writes in the middle of the night or 
day. She often discards as much writing as she 
keeps, all the while editing and rewriting. 

Inspiration comes from newspaper clippings. 
She reads articles, then imagines, “What if?” Even 
with serious plots, her books incorporate “the 
absurd about life in Northern California.” 

Sheri has been a member of the Redwood 
Writer’s Club for about a year and a half. To find 
out more about Sheri, please visit her website 
www.sherigraves.com. Her novel is available in 
paperback and Kindle eBooks on Amazon, and is 
also sold at Copperfield’s Books. 

 

WELCOME AUGUST 
NEW MEMBERS! 

 
Marge Michaels, Benicia 
Laura West, Ukiah 
Julia Miron, Kenwood 
Diana Wilson, Windsor 
Sarita Lopez, Napa 
Melissa Geissinger, Santa Rosa 

   
 

 

http://www.sherigraves.com/
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   POETRY PLACE 

 

Poetry Place is a regular feature 
in the newsletter. Each month, 
several poems will be selected to 
be printed in the newsletter. 
Poems will be chosen based on 
the space available. Send one 
poem per person. Use 12 point 
Times New Roman font. Shorter 
poems work best. Send poems as 
a Word document and email to 
Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions 
Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
**Note: Poems need to be sent by 
the 10th of the month to be 
included in the following month’s 
issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

Just a Fall Poem 
—Catharine Bramkamp 
 
If you weren’t already 
convinced that California wasn’t real 
this would do it 
this high September Afternoon 
the low sun glaring straight 
into your eyes 
with the fierce intensity 
of a grade school memory 
 
Those hot asphalt noons 
the color wheel blue sky 
exactly opposite the orange leaves 
 
Abandon sweaters  
one hand knit and bulky 
But red none the less 
the other belonging to 
a boy we never kissed 
 
bundled, resting    
splintery wood benches 
shards breaking off discouraging 
any more bare foot prints 
 
five more outdoor days 
five more pieces of Halloween candy 
before the haze of Thanksgiving 
the paper turkey cut from a hand print  
the thumb as its head 
 
we played quietly while grown-ups talk 
Only remembering the sweater 
when it is too late. 
 

Autumn 
—Robert Winters 
 
Autumn starts golden:  
coat of Alaskan grizzly bear, guzzling salmon  
California chardonnay grapes  
New York granny smith apples  
prairie’s endless acres of corn  
and wheat waving hello  
mountain aspens join the parade shake from green to gold  
soon lower elevation deciduous trees turn blonde  
like beached starlet-want-to-bes walking on Hollywood Blvd.  
harvests speaks Spanish, bandanas shading glowing sweaty sun  
with crops safely stored,  
tree and vine leaves become a kaleidoscope of colors  
New England countryside an impressionist’s dream  
as days get shorter leaves dim-darker  
finally falling to blow in the wind  
like ships’ storm flags  
warning of weather to come  
Autumn holds naked branches high in surrender  
grizzly bear tramples to cave, tucks into bed 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


The Redwood Writer   5 

   
Meet Our New Editors! 

 
Redwood Writers is pleased to announce several new faces for our Redwood Writer Newsletter. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Nancy Uber-Kellogg (left) is taking over 
as the new chief editor. Sheri Graves 
(right) is taking over as the new Spotlight 
editor.  
 

   
 
Joining our new editors are the newsletter’s 
copyeditors, Jan Rowley (left) and Marie 
Millard. (We have room for two more 
copyeditors. If you are interested, please 
contact editor@redwoodwriters.org.) 

 

   
 
With these announcements, we also give our thanks 
and a fond farewell to former chief editor, Crissi 
Langwell, who is going back to school for her 
English degree, and to former Spotlight editor, 
Robert Digitale, who is now the new editor for the 
2017 Redwood Writers anthology.  

 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
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I will be participating in LitQuake San Rafael on Saturday, Oct. 8. Author Janie 
Havemeyer (Catherine de Medici, The Black Queen) and I (Cixi, The Dragon 
Empress) will be debating (in costume) which woman from the “Thinking Girls’ 
Treasury of Dastardly Dames” is the more dastardly. Kids get to cast their votes! 
3-4:15 p.m., Yet Wah restaurant in San Rafael. — Natasha Yim 
 
 

 
On Thursday, Oct. 13, I will be presenting the Author Journey—writing, editing, and 
publishing multicultural children’s books—to Professor Ivana Markova's Consumer 
and Family Studies class at San Francisco State University. — Natasha Yim 
 
At the Writer’s Forum, Petaluma Community Center, on Thursday, Oct. 20 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m., I will present “From Picture Books to Young Adult: The Ins and Outs 
of Writing Kid Lit.” Do you need an agent? Do you have to hire an illustrator for 
your picture book? I will walk beginning writers through writing and publishing kid 
lit. For more information, visit www.natashayim.com/#!news-and-events/c1pz — 
Natasha Yim 

 
 
Pleased to be back in California, and honored to be on the Litquake/Women's 
National Book Association Panel: “Ghosts, Bones, and Dust: Novels of Life and 
Death,” along with five amazing authors: Laurie R. King, Cara Black, Mary 
Volmer, Mary Mackey, and Jessica Chiarella. The event takes place on Oct. 8, 2-
4 p.m. at Books Inc. Opera Plaza. Catering by Max's (yum!).  For details: 
www.facebook.com/events/1655220124788188  Hope you can make it! — 
Patricia V. Davis 
 

 
I am excited to share the news that my first picture book, The Bunny Poets, will be 
published by MacClaren-Chocrane Publishing. No definite date, but around fall of 2017. 
www.barbarasmirror.com — Barbara Toboni 

  

 

 I am thrilled to introduce my new novel, The Witch Lineage. Please check it out. It is 
available now on Amazon. — Marian Lindner 

http://www.natashayim.com/#%21news-and-events/c1pz
https://www.facebook.com/events/1655220124788188/
http://www.barbarasmirror.com/
http://amzn.to/2bWghVh
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Jean Wong’s flash fiction, “Medium Rare” will be published in the fall edition of 
Cowboy Jamboree. — Jean Wong 
 
 

 
 
My latest book, Even When Trapped Behind Clouds: A Memoir of Quiet Grace, will be 
published by WiDo Publishing this month. An honest exploration of the challenges and 
possibilities for psychological healing through the places in our lives, the book looks at 
the role nature can play in helping us heal. A pre-publication discount is available from 
WiDo. widopublishing.com/even-when-trapped-behind-clouds-by-patty-somlo. – Patty 
Somlo 
 

Online Registration for the Writing in 
the Redwoods Retreat Opens Oct. 9 

 
Our purpose is to provide a quiet place to write in 
the company of other writers, away from the 
distractions of our day-to-day lives. Prices 
include lodging for two nights, Friday night 
potluck, and five meals, plus two BYOB Happy 
Hours. The program will include indoor and 
outdoor individual silent writing, optional group 
gatherings, and a Saturday night campfire. 
Please visit redwoodwriters.org/2017-writing-
retreat for details. 

 

Bylaw Tip of the Month 
By Sandy Baker 

 
Did you know that the treasurer keeps proper 
books of account for the branch? He or she 
receives all funds and pays them out only as 
authorized by the Board. The treasurer must 
have a co-signer for checks issued for $300 or 
more. The treasurer reports the financial status 
of the branch at each meeting of the board and 
prepares all reports as required by the CWC 
Central Board.  
 
Malena Eljumaily is our new treasurer, and 
Belinda Riehl continues on as the “auditor” 
who reviews the reports each month before 
they go to the board. 

 
 

http://widopublishing.com/even-when-trapped-behind-clouds-by-patty-somlo/
http://redwoodwriters.org/2017-writing-retreat/
http://redwoodwriters.org/2017-writing-retreat/
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REDWOOD WRITERS SALON  
IN OCTOBER 

 

 
 

“Harvest Your Stories” 
 

And bring them to the October salon! 
 

Saturday, October 15, from 3-6 p.m. 
 

All members are welcome! 
Bring your stories and poems to share. 

Readings are five minutes. 
 

RSVP: Registration, readings, directions, and 
our convivial potluck lunch 

 
gmard@redshift.com 

If you're in the market for a critique group, I act as a clearinghouse (volunteer) for those looking to 
form one, or add members. Just e-mail me with your genre. I send out a new list, and you can respond to 
all or select a few for discussion about approach, time, and location. People meet in homes or cafes, or 
come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms.  

Side note: I have years of experience with writing groups and highly recommend them! They provide 
deadlines and hopefully give feedback on things like word repetition, grammar, public reading style, 
plot, and other nuances. It makes a vast difference to share our work along the way. I recommend 
reading aloud, too!  

If interested, contact me, Marie Judson-Rosier, at mariejudson@gmail.com and I'll add you to the 
list. You can request to be removed at any time. 

 

 

 

2017 Spotlight on Authors Book 
Review Series 

 

 
 

It’s a no-brainer! You and your book both 
deserve the recognition. Submit your 
published fiction book for a chance to be 
one of six authors featured at 
Copperfield’s/Redwood Writers 2017 
Spotlight on Authors Book Review Series. 
No cost to you! Just bring your novel to 
the Redwood Writers October meeting for 
submission to the Book Review 
Committee. If you can’t be at the October 
meeting, contact committee chair Billie 
Payton-Settles at tutubillie@comcast.net to 
arrange submission. 

 

mailto:gmard@redshift.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
https://privateemail.com/appsuite/
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Christina Molcillo and Patty Somlo 
The MC will be Robin Moore 

 
Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Date:  Saturday, Oct. 22 
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden,  
1899 Mendocino Ave.,  
Santa Rosa 

The two featured readers for August’s 
Open Mic, Robbi Sommers Bryant and 
Arletta Dawdy, shared some of their 
insightful writing with a few dozen 
audience members. 13 people read 
aloud for the Open Mic portion.  
 
Have you attended an Open Mic yet? 
Make October your month! 

 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
http://pinterest.com/redwoodwriters�
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Author Support Group 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 
to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 
appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare 
and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-
French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah 
prefers you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 
 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their 
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and 
selected restaurants. 
There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the 
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic. 
How to sign up? Read on... 
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% of 
your purchases at places like Amazon, Expedia, Target, Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Petco, Petsmart, and over 800 other merchants, 
including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be a registered eScrip shopper. 

• Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
• Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.” 

It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers!  
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com  
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 
 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:pdfender@yahoo.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

 
In May, 2014, I wrote my very first Editor’s Corner 

as the brand new chief editor of the Redwood Writer. I 
wasn’t quite sure what I was getting myself into, or if I 
had signed on for too big of a job. But I was excited 
about this new opportunity.  

Over the past two and a half years, this job has been 
more rewarding than I ever imagined. Through the 
newsletter, I was allowed creative freedom to display 
your accomplishments, club news, prolific poetry, and 
more within these few pages. I found great satisfaction 
in putting together this puzzle of a newsletter and 
sending it out to you each month.  

But this job was so much more than just the 
newsletter. As editor, I was able to get to know so 
many of you through your emails, your good news, 
and from meeting you in person at the meetings. I 
became more connected to the club, and to all of you.  

Thirty issues later, and I’m writing my very last 
Editor’s Corner. There are several reasons for this. 
First, I just started taking college courses so that I can 
accomplish my goal of getting my BA in English. 
Second, I’d love more time to focus on my novel 
writing. And third, I want to give someone else the 
opportunity of being the newsletter editor, and all the 
wonderful benefits and joy that comes with it. 

On that, I’m pleased to announce our next chief 
editor of the Redwood Writer, Nancy Uber-Kellogg 
(find her on page 5). I hope you will welcome her and 
offer her the same warm messages you’ve offered me 
over the last 30 issues.  

Thank you for being so wonderful to me as your 
newsletter editor. I’m proud to be a member of such a 
wonderful club.  

 
Love Crissi 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  
 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Resort, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Jan Rowley  
           

 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


October 9th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers Presents: Leslie Keenan
Reaching the Finish Line

The Seven 
Completion Points 
of Finishing a Book

The writing process can seem mysterious, both creatively 
and technically. Many writers aren’t aware when they start 
just what this journey looks like. If completion points aren’t 
recognized, and aren’t taken in the right order, the result 
can be frustration and even complete “stuckness.” In this 
presentation Leslie Keenan will break down each of the 
seven points, explaining what the best approach is at each 
stage, and why it’s important to honor and celebrate each 
one to have a smooth process for finishing your book.

About Leslie Keenan
Leslie Keenan has been helping people access their creativity, 
find the time to do what they most love, and complete their 
projects for over thirty years as a teacher, coach, editor and writer. 
She began her career in book publishing in New York, working 
at Warner Books, among others. In California, Leslie worked 
with Shakti Gawain, Carol Orsborne, Gabrielle Roth, and Valerie 
Worwood at New World Library and later as a literary agent. In 
1999 Leslie began working as a writing coach and in 2000, in 
addition to teaching writing classes, started an independent 
publishing company, The Printed Voice. In 2003, Leslie 
published her first book, It’s About Time, 
based on her workshops helping people 
shift their relationship with time to get to 
have what they most want in their lives. In 
2016, her second book, You Can Complete 
That Book, was published, based on her 
popular classes. In her career, Leslie Keenan 
has worked on hundreds of titles that have 
become published books.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club
Flyer Design by April green

Redwood Writers General Meeting

WHEN:

Sunday, October 9th

2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:

Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:

$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS: 

www.redwoodwriters.org



 
Redwood Writer Contests       
            2016-2017 
      

       Prompt Contest               
• Launches Aug. 14, 2016 
• Deadline to submit October 16, 2016 
• Awards at Membership Meeting: December 11, 2016 
• Chair: Jeanne Jusaitis 

     

 

      Fan Fiction Contest      
•  Launches Jan. 8, 2017  
•  Deadline to submit Feb. 19, 2017 
•  Awards at Membership Meeting April 9, 2017 
•  Chair: TBA 

Screenwriting Contest 
• Launches May 21, 2017  
• Deadline to submit June 27, 2017 
• Awards at Membership Meeting Aug. 13, 2017 
• Chair: Teresa LeYung-Ryan 
      

       

Historical Fiction Contest
• Launches Sept. 10, 2017  
•  Deadline to submit Oct. 24, 2017 
•  Awards at Membership Meeting Dec. 10, 2017 
•  Chair: Dmitri Morningstar 

Go to website for details and dates: www.redwoodwriters.org 
       Contests Coordinator – Natasha Yim 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org


Take the Mic

Meaningless CoinCidenCes

Redwood Writers member Jean Wong emcees this every-other-month literary 
delight of Sonoma County authors. Each Open Mic has a theme, but readers are 
welcome to share any five minute work they like. The event is open both to Red-
wood Writers members and the general public. Refreshments are served. Sign 
up and include a 50 word bio at rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org. 

 

www.RedwoodWriters.org Flyer Design by Paul Greenberg

Saturday 
October 1, 2016
10:15 A.M. – 12:15

Santa Rosa Central Library
Forum Room

211 E Street, Santa Rosa
(707) 545-0831

Redwood Writers Open Mic at the Library



COMING SOON
To Redwood Writers Website :

www.redwoodwriters.org

Member Professional Services
Looking for some help with your book? Or want to offer your 
professional services to authors? It’s happening soon for those 
seeking and those offering! Only Redwood Writers members may 
list their businesses on our website directory although members 
and non-members alike may utilize the available services.

• November 13th - Launch at Monthly Meeting

• December 1st - Deadline for submitting on RW website

• January 1st - Directory goes live on website

• February 12th - Member Professional Services Fair &

Celebration at Monthly Meeting

Get your business cards & flyers ready!

A MEMBERS-ONLY OPPORTUNITY !

Providers will be listed by category.

Suggested categories :

• Editors
• Website Developers
• Illustrators
• Publishers
• Cover Designers
• Graphic Designers
• Book Formatting
• Marketing and PR
• Social Media
• Newsletter Developers
• Virtual Assistants
• Audio Books
• Photographers
• Book Cover Models
• Bookmark Designers
• Legal Services
• Distributors
• Agents
• Beta Readers
• Writing Coaches

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club.
Flyer Design by April green

This is your chance to promote 
your Writing, Publishing, and 
Marketing-related business to 
CWC members and the public .



PROMPT CONTEST
PHOTO: HIGHWAY THROUGH THE REDWOODS
by photographer Tim May

 DIRECTIONS:

GENRE: FICTION

Write a brilliant fictional story that is inspired 
by this photo. The connection between the 
story and the photo must be apparent to the 
judges. The words “redwood” and “highway” 
must be somewhere in the story.

SUBMISSIONS:

DEADLINE: Submissions due no later than October 16th, 9 pm 

All submissions via website at www.redwoodwriters.org
Contest is open to any Redwood Writer member, regardless of 
where they reside, and to non-member residents of Sonoma, Napa, 
Mendocino, Marin, Lake, Humboldt and Solano counties. 
Font must be Times Roman, size 12, double spaced
Word count must be 1,000 words or less
Page numbers on the bottom right
Put “Prompt Contest” in subject line, don’t put name on entry

FEES: 

$8 for RWW members and $12 for non-members
Website will allow folks to pay by check or PayPal

AWARDS:

1st PLACE:       $100 and a certificate
     Plus a signed photo by Tim May

2nd PLACE:     $50 and a certificate
3rd PLACE:     $25 and a certificate

• 
• 
•

•
•
• 
• 

• 
• 

CHAIRS
PROMPT CONTEST CHAIR:
          Jeanne Jusaitis

GENERAL CONTEST CHAIR:
  Natasha Yim

JUDGES
           Marlene Cullen
               Lakin Khan
           Jo-Anne Rosen

BIOS ON BACK OF PAGE

 Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club.   Flyer Design by April Green

Founded 1909
®



PROMPT CONTEST CHAIR

JUDGES

Jeanne Jusaitis Jeanne Jusaitis, MA, is the author of Journey to Anderswelt, and the 
award winning Lilah Dill and the Magic Kit. Jeanne draws from her 
memories of growing up in Northern California, and her many years of 
teaching and traveling. Her poems and short stories can be found in 
the Vintage Voice Anthologies. A memoir, Liebestraum: a daughter’s 
reflection, is published in Wisdom Has a Voice: Every Daughter’s 
Memories of Mother.

Marlene Cullen 

Jo-Anne Rosen

   Lakin Khan 

Marlene Cullen is the founder of Writers Forum of Petaluma and 
the creator of Jumpstart Writing Workshops. She hosts The Write 
Spot Blog, a place for writers to share, and receive commentary and 
inspiration to keep writing. Both her workshops and blog provide 
essential elements for successful writing.  Her short stories and essays 
have won numerous awards and have been published in literary 
journals, anthologies, and newspapers. www.TheWriteSpot.us

Lakin Khan is an English instructor at Napa Valley College and the 
Fiction Director for the Napa Valley Writers’ Conference.  She earned 
an MFA in Creative Writing from Antioch University Los Angeles and is 
currently completing a Master’s in English at Sonoma State University. 
Her poems, stories and essays have been published in journals such as 
zaum, The Dickens, Tiny Lights, Six Sentences, Significant Objects and the 
anthology, Zebulon Nights. 

Jo-Anne Rosen’s fiction has appeared in The Florida Review, Summerset 
Review and several other journals. A book designer in Petaluma, she 
also publishes an online literary journal at echapbook.com and is 
co-editor of the Sonoma County Literary Update (socolitupdate.com). 
Her stories have been performed by the New Short Fiction Series in 
Hollywood, California, and Off the Page Readers Theater. What They 
Don’t Know is her first fiction collection. See: www.joannerosen.us.



Christina Molcillo   

 Patty Somlo’s most recent books are 
The First to Disappear, a short story 
collection and Even When Trapped 
Behind Clouds: A Memoir of Quiet 
Grace. Her work has appeared in the 
Los Angeles Review, the Santa Clara 
Review, Under the Sun, Guernica, 
Gravel, and Sheepshead Review, and 
in numerous anthologies.

Saturday
October 22

2-4 p.m.

Christina Molcillo grew 
up in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, and now calls 
the North Bay home. After 
earning her MFA in 2005, 
she began a career in 
marketing and web design. 
One day, she sat down and 
started writing. She hasn’t 
stopped since.

Flyer designed by Paul Greenberg

MC: Dmitri Morningstar 

Join us for camaraderie and good literature.

Support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase of 
healthy delicious food ($5 per person mini-
mum).

Open mic sign-up starts at 1:30. First come, 
first served. Open mic limited to five minutes 
per person.

Free parking in rear of venue.

Questions: 
Robin Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net

 Patty Somlo 
Next Open Mic
November 26

with

  John Heide 
Mara Johnstone 



Writing in the Redwoods
2017 Retreat

April 28th - 30th

WHAT

WHERE

WHEN

WHY

HOW

OPTIONS

This is the first writing retreat Redwood Writers has presented. 
It is for members only.

The retreat will be held at Westminster Woods near Occidental. 
Their website is www.westminsterwoods.org.

Check-in will start at 4:00 pm on Friday, April 28, 2017. 
The retreat will end at 2:00 pm on Sunday, April 30, 2017. 

Our purpose is to provide a quiet place to write in the company of other writers, away 
from the distractions of our day-to-day lives.

Registration will open online only October 9 (the day of our October Redwood 
Writers meeting) and stay open until November 30. This is not first-come/first-served. 
Openings will be filled by Lottery on December 1st. Room assignments and the 
Wait List will be emailed to registrants on December 15, 2016. Our goal is to fill 35 
openings. There will be additional space for RV and Tent campers, and those who 
wish to attend Saturday only.

$225 – Lodging in one of 3 fully-furnished 3 bedroom/2 bath Houses* (21 spots) 
$190 – Lodging in one of 3 Semi-deluxe Cabins with bathrooms* (6 spots) 
              *Linens & towels provided in Houses and Semi-deluxe Cabins.  
$155 – Lodging in Bunkhouse-style Cabins, detached bathrooms with showers.      
              Must bring bedding and towels. (8 spots) 
$145 – RV camping (5 spots with hook-ups, additional self-contained space available) 
$135 – Tent camping (on grass with nearby bathrooms with showers) 
$  80 – Saturday Only (includes 3 meals) 

Prices include lodging for 2 nights, Friday night Potluck & 5 meals, plus two Bring 
Your Own Beverage Happy Hours. You’ll be asked at registration to select your 
first three choices. You must pay in full at registration for your first choice. If you 
are placed in your 2nd or 3rd choice, the difference will be refunded. If you cancel 
your registration by December 31, 2016, you will receive a full refund, less a $20 
processing fee.

- See Reverse Side -



You will be assigned 1 or 2 roommates. Some bedrooms in the Houses 
have two beds, some have three. There are no private rooms or private 
bathrooms. Semi-deluxe Cabins have two beds. Bunkhouse-style Cabins 
will be limited to 3 people in a room. We cannot accommodate men and 
women in the same house or cabin.

Cancellations made before January 1, 2017 will be fully refundable, less a 
$20 processing fee.

Cancellations made  Jan. 1 through Jan. 15, 2017 are 50% refundable, less a 
$20 processing fee.

Cancellations after January 15, 2017 are not refundable.

From Westminster Woods website:
*For special meal needs including gluten allergies, please plan to bring 
your own food.  We apologize for any inconvenience.   
No matter your group size, we provide fresh healthy menu choices.  

This event is only for two nights. We recognize that everyone’s sleep is 
important. You will be asked on the registration form if you snore or use a 
BiPAP or CPAP. We will do our best to accommodate like-sleepers.

Houses and Deluxe Cabins can be locked from inside at night, but there 
are no keys. There is no maid service. We are required to bus our own 
dishes in the dining room, wipe tables, and stack chairs. Vehicles can be 
used to move around the campsite from houses to dining room for those 
with mobility issues.

We are still working on the program which will include indoor and 
outdoor individual silent writing, group gatherings, Happy Hours, 
and Saturday night Campfire. 

- Flyer Design by April green -

ROOMMATES

REFUNDS

MEALS

BREATHING MACHINES / SLEEPING ACCOMMODATIONS

CAMP DETAILS

PROGRAM

Please go to http://redwoodwriters.org/2017-writing-retreat/ for updates.

We offer our guests:

•      Local, fresh fruits, vegetables and breads
•      Gourmet teas & organic Taylor-Maid coffee 
•      Sonoma County farms’ milk and milk products 
•      Boxed lunches for hiking or day trips

*Westminster Woods will provide their menu one month in advance of our weekend. 
They provide a refrigerator and microwave in the dining room if you need to bring 
your own entrée. Vegetarian meals can be provided, if selected at online registration. 



The Writer’s Voice
Bringing Life to Words 

and Words to Life

Redwood Writers General Meeting

WHEN:

Sunday, November 13th

2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:

Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:

$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS: 

www.redwoodwriters.org

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club
Flyer Design by April green

Why do agents, editors--and, most importantly, readers--reach 
for our writing? The answer we always hear is “voice,” a hard-to-
define and sometimes harder-to-develop authorial sound that 
distinguishes our work from all others’. But what do we mean 
by voice? How do we find it, hone it? Amanda McTigue offers 
specific shifts of focus for all phases of our work (from drafting 
to editing) to help us develop an authentic, compelling and 
memorable voice on the page across all genres. 

About Amanda McTigue
Amanda McTigue’s debut novel, Going to Solace, was named 
a Best Read of 2012 by public radio KRCB’s literary program 
“Word by Word.” Her works for the stage have been produced 
at Carnegie Hall, the Minnesota Opera and locally at the 
Green Music Center at Sonoma State University where she’ll 
be staging The Magic Flute next spring. For years she was a 
writer/consultant for Disney Entertainment and Paramount. 
She’s a Yale graduate and recent alum of Lit 
Camp and the Writing By Writers, Squaw 
Valley and Napa Valley Writers Conferences. 
This year two of her short stories were 
published in the journals Typehouse and 
Pantheon. She’s hard at work on a story 
collection, A Strangeness That Was Us, and 
a second novel, Monkey Bottom.

November 13th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers Presents: Amanda McTigue
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