“Writers Helping Writers”

January 2017

January 8, 2017

www.redwoodwriters.org

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood Writers
events and happenings, contest deadlines and
more? Check out our calendar at
redwoodwriters.org/calendar.

Agents Day and
Pitch Fest

1. Pitch Workshop 12:30 – 2:00
Moderated by Catharine Bramkamp
Workshop Fee $20.00
Brush up on your summary, your bio and your
platform before you pitch this afternoon. This is a
workshop-style event during which we will all
provide suggestions and feedback so you are
ready to pitch with clarity and confidence.
Questions? Contact Catharine at
bramkamp@yahoo.com

2. Agent Panel 2:30 – 4:30

Featured Agents
Jennifer Chen Tran & Laurie McLean
Lisa Abellera & Mary Moore
Topics will include:
• How to obtain an agent
• State of publishing industry
• Crystal ball predictions for what to expect next

3. Pitch to Agents 4:30 – 6:30
Pitch Fee $20.00
Take advantage of the chance to pitch to one of
the agents featured on the panel.
Visit redwoodwriters.org for registration info.

JANUARY EVENTS
Jan. 8: Pitch Workshop 12:30 – 2:00
Jan. 8: Club Meeting/
Initial Redwood Poet meeting
Agent Panel 2:30-4:30
Jan. 8: Pitch to Agents 4:30 – 6:30
Jan. 9: Dine with Local Authors
Jan. 14: Anthology 2017 Workshop
Jan. 24: Copperfield’s Presents Patricia V.
Davis and Cooking for Ghosts
Jan. 28: Open Mic 2:00 – 4:00
Redwood Writers General Meeting
When: Sunday, Jan. 8
Time: 2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register
& mingle with other writers.
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa
Empire Room
Cost: $5/members, $10/nonmembers
Info: www.redwoodwriters.org
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BOARD BUZZ
Writing in the Redwoods
by Belinda Riehl

During a 2015 planning session, Redwood Writers Board of Directors clearly heard that writers dream
of attending a retreat. Consequently, it was added to the Board’s list of goals. In early 2016, Cristina
Goulart presented the retreat proposal “to provide a quiet place to write in the company of other writers,
away from the distractions of our day-to-day lives.” The Retreat Team was formed in May, comprised of
Sandy Baker, Robbi Sommers Bryant, Malena Eljumaily, Cristina, and myself as chair.
In our research, we found Sonoma County replete with a variety of retreat venues. We began by
visiting Westerbeke Ranch in Sonoma and The Bishop’s Ranch in Healdsburg. To determine whether
there was interest in a writing retreat, we sent a survey to the membership. Of the 70 people who
responded even before we’d picked a date or location, 29 said, “Count me in,” and 25 said, “I’m
somewhat interested.” Energized by the response and expecting more registrations than we could
accommodate, we designed the lottery.
We revisited The Bishop’s Ranch, expecting to create a weekend retreat for 25 in fall 2017. However,
we learned the only dates available were in the spring and would require sharing the grounds with a group
of over 80 people, including children. We didn’t think this would be conducive to our stated purpose.
Throughout the summer we searched for the perfect venue by visiting Mountain Home Ranch,
Enchanted Hills Retreat Center, Walker Creek Ranch, and reviewed many others including Mayacamas
Ranch, Alliance, Marconi, Saratoga Springs, and Black Mountain Retreat Centers. We considered how
rustic the surroundings and accommodations were, accessibility for members with mobility issues, driving
distance, sharing space with children, and, of course, cost, food, Wi-Fi, and camping spaces for members
who prefer the outdoors. We found no suitable venue with available fall dates.
Westminster Woods with its three fully furnished houses to sleep 21, three semi-deluxe heated cabins
with large bathrooms, RV spaces and unlimited tent camping, and substantially reduced pricing for the
bunkhouse experience, provided a beautiful environment without being too rustic.
We began to plan our program by asking people who had attended other retreats what they liked and
didn’t like. We decided against bringing in outside people for workshops and seminars, to stay dedicated
to providing a quiet, creative writing environment. We considered how to assign roommates who snore or
who use breathing machines. Hoping some men would join the retreat, we had a contingent plan to set
aside an entire house for them. In the end, only one man registered, and we thank him.
One of the benefits of Westminster Woods was the possibility we might be the only group in camp at
the end of April 2017. The drawback was they required a minimum of 35 people in order to cook for us—
one of the major selling points for the retreat. Considering we would have our own potluck Friday night,
and extra Saturday-Only people, we felt confident if we were short a few people for Sunday, we could
afford to pay for those extra meals. In the end, we had only 14 people sign up to stay in the lodging for the
weekend, five of whom were the retreat team.
Of the people who said they were interested in the retreat, only nine signed up. In order to pass on what
we’ve learned so we might one day have the first-ever Redwood Writer writing retreat, your committee
would like to hear from you. What kept you from signing up? Was it too rustic? Too many roommates?
Wrong time of year to pay for registration—the holidays? Please email RW2017Retreat@gmail.com with
any comments, suggestions, or confessions. The Redwood Writer 2

Bylaw Tip of the Month
by Sandy Baker
This Tip comes from our Policies & Procedures, the voluminous supporting document for our
Bylaws. Did you know (or remember) that the early editions of our anthology were designated to be
titled Vintage Voices? The "vintage" obviously meant our wonderful wines in Sonoma County.
However, some folks thought it referred to the ages of our members, "vintage" being a gentle
euphemism for "old" or "elderly" or perhaps referred to memoirs from a senior retirement
community. Ahem...we wanted none of that since we have teenagers through nonagenarians as
members. Therefore, each edition of the anthology now has its own beautiful title such as Untold
Stories, Water, and Beyond Boundaries.
Speaking of titles, our 2017 anthology will be all about Sonoma County, to include nonfiction,
fiction, and poetry. Robert Digitale is the editor. If you have unique ideas for a title to this anthology,
send it to Robert at 2017anthology@redwoodwriters.org

paid advertisement
The Redwood Writer
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT
LEENA PRASAD

by Pamela Fender
Leena
Prasad
describes
herself
as
unconventional.
Leena was born in India and had servants
literally waiting on her “beck and call.” She had an
abundance of books, food and anything a child
would desire. Leena’s world changed when her
family moved to the deep south of Metairie,
Louisiana when she was 12. She retreated into her
“shell” until she went to college. After receiving
her bachelor’s degree in computer science from
Tulane University, Leena worked in Boston for
several years before moving west to earn her
master’s degree in journalism from Stanford
University, where she was a staff writer for the
Stanford Daily. She left the Bay Area for Austin,
Texas and London, England before settling back in
the Bay Area.
“I started my career as a software engineer, then
a knowledge engineer in the field of artificial
intelligence, then moved onto being a technology
consultant. I’m currently a software project
manager.”
Her vast interests include reading, drawing,
painting, developing her personal websites, writing
computer code, photography, yoga, hiking,
cooking, trying out a variety of food, discussing
politics and current events, and traveling.
When asked when she first began writing, Leena
responded, “I don’t recall a time when I wasn’t
writing. When I was 12 years old, I knew that
writing was going to be a significant part of my
life, but not as a career; I wanted to have the

freedom to write what I wanted. Writing, for
me, is like breathing.” Her life choices led her
to a unique lifestyle that gives her inspiration.
Leena published two books. Her first, iT felt
Like A kiss, is a collection of urban art opinion
pieces that she wrote for a local San Francisco
newspaper over a period of two years. Her
second book, not exactly haiku, blossomed out
of tweets that were written using a twitter
handle @notexactlyhaiku.
Leena wrote and published her books
because the content inspired her at the time and
she wanted to experience the process of selfpublishing. “It’s always gratifying when
someone connects to my books. My subject
choices appeal to a very niche market.”
I asked Leena what she’s currently working
on. “I have a collection of pieces I wrote about
how the brain works and have published them
on the website: WhoseBrainIsIt.com. One of
the pieces was published in India Currents
magazine and several have been published in
an online magazine called Synch Chaos. I’m
considering self-publishing these pieces in a
book format.”
Leena’s also working on short stories,
essays, and poems. She has several completed
plays and unfinished novels and has written
and produced a few short films.
Leena wrote a few pieces for the Press
Democrat and India Currents Magazine. She
also wrote copy for KQED Spark website as an
intern for six months. She founded and
published the South Asian literary magazine,
Accent, and wrote and edited for the magazine.
Her full writing portfolio is available at
FishRidingABike.com.
Leena joined Redwood Writers in 2013.

The Redwood Writer
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POETRY	
  PLACE	
  
Haibun warm earth
— Roger Lubeck
Warm earth meets cold sky
morning fog over river
awaiting the sun

Speak in Ink
—Belinda Riehl
Take care to speak in ink
Spoken words cannot be erased—only forgiven.
Rough drafts laden with anger said out loud
Are instantly published.
Apologies are hard to give
Requiring humility, sincerity, remorse.
No real apology includes the word but.
Apologies are even harder to accept
For they require grace.
You may choose forgiveness
With or without an apology.
Forgiveness is harder to give than to receive.
The gift is in the giving.

Poetry Place is a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month, several
poems will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen
based on the space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times
New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word
document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor.
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th
of the month to be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin

The Redwood Writer
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COPPERFIELD’S PRESENTS: REDWOOD WRITERS FICTION 2017
Submitted by Mary A. Adler, Co-Chair, Copperfield’s Presents
We are proud to announce the authors and books that will be featured in this year’s joint event with
Copperfield’s Books at Montgomery Village.
The monthly event presents a wonderful opportunity to talk with the authors who have done what
most of us aspire to: publish their writing. The talks are casual and audience participation is welcomed,
whether the topics are plot and arcs, the author’s journey, his or her process, or their paths to
publication. Here are details about the first three of the six events:
January 24. Patricia V. Davis and Cooking for Ghosts. Four women, each haunted by a tragedy from
her past, decide to open The Secret Spice, an elegant café on the ocean liner, the RMS Queen Mary,
docked at Long Beach, California. The women are surrounded by ghosts long before they step aboard,
and once they do, nothing is quite what it seems. Not the people they meet, not their brooding chef’s
mystic recipes, and not the Queen Mary herself. Nominated for the prestigious National Book Critics
Circle Award for Fiction, COOKING FOR GHOSTS is an unforgettable tale of love, redemption, and
divine female power.
February 28. Jo-Anne H. Rosen and What They Don’t Know, a collection of short stories that probe
the lies and secrets, the "fictions" in the lives of parents and children, siblings, Germans and Jews,
bewildered adolescents, and elderly lovers.
“The actors in these beautiful, often sad stories carry with them complex histories of desire and pain,
often longing for what they can't or shouldn't have. You've met them, fathers and mothers, daughters,
sisters, uncles, lovers, presented here with humor and dignity, with a keen and dispassionate eye,
reminiscent of another great Canadian storyteller. Rosen's cast will surprise you, instant by instant.”
--Dan Coshnear (Occupy & Other Love Stories)
March 28. D.A. Ramirez and C-Factor. Dr. George Taylor, cancer researcher and college professor,
leads a team of World Health Organization Inspectors to the Ukraine at the height of the ‘Cold War’.
The team’s mission: evaluate the effects of radiation exposure on workers, their families and
surrounding communities at several nuclear facilities. During the inspections Dr. Taylor is unwittingly
drawn into a dangerous mystery, which began years earlier in Greenland. The truth uncovered could
place the entire Soviet system in turmoil. His loyalties will be tested between the UN’s goals and his
secret involvement with the National Security Agency.
The Redwood Writer
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INSPIRE YOUR MUSE — ENTER A WRITING CONTEST!

By Natasha Yim, General Contest Chair
Christmas is over, along with the frantic swirl of shopping, decorating, baking, and holiday merrymaking. What better time to focus on writing goals and inspirations for the New Year? And what better
way to inspire your muse than to submit to one of the new Redwood Writers’ contests in 2017!
First up, launching at the January 8 Redwood Writer’s meeting, is our Fan Fiction contest, chaired by
Margie Yee Webb. What is Fan Fiction? It’s fiction written by fans of a TV series, movie, book, etc.,
using existing characters and situations to develop new plots. For more information and resources on
how to write fan fiction, see the Fan Fiction article in the December Redwood Writers newsletter:
http://redwoodwriters.org/2016-redwood-writer/
Grab the Fan Fiction Contest flyer at the RW meetings, check out the flier attached to this newsletter,
or check out the submission guidelines on the RW contests web page http://redwoodwriters.org/contests/
Upcoming issues of the newsletter will also feature interviews of the Fan Fiction contest judges.
(Check out the interview of judge Laurel Ann Hill in this issue, written by Margie Yee Webb.) You’ll get
to know the faces of those judging your work. (Yes, they are people and writers too like all of us, so
don’t be intimidated about sending in your manuscripts.)
In May and September, we will launch the Screenwriting and Historical Fiction contests,
respectively. Never written a screenplay or historical fiction? Keep an eye out for our Screenwriting and
Historical Fiction workshops as those contests draw near.
Finally, here are some friendly reminders about contests:
•

No experience is necessary. Contests are all about trying something new and fun, stretching your
boundaries as a writer. You just might discover you have a talent or affinity for a particular genre you
had never even considered.

•

Follow submission guidelines. That’s just standard practice in the industry. You wouldn’t want to
risk not having your entry considered just because you didn’t read the guidelines carefully.

•

It’s subjective. Just as two readers can read the exact same story and come away with very different
opinions or experiences, so can judges. As a former contest chair, I have been amazed at how the
same story can elicit a 5 from one judge and a 2 from another. Either way, judges and chairs always
manage to come to a consensus.

•

Don’t take it personally (see above). There are a lot of talented writers in the club but only 3 or 4
slots available for winners. Sometimes, not winning has nothing to do with the quality of your work
— or you as a writer. Being a writer often means having the hide of a rhinoceros.

•

If at first you don’t succeed, try and try again.

A great big thanks to Mendocino Coast Writer’s Conference for offering a 50% discount off their
registration rates for the 2017 conference as one of the Fan Fiction contest prizes.
The Redwood Writer
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2017 FAN FICTION CONTEST
Meet Contest Judge Laurel Anne Hill
Interviewed by Margie Yee Webb

Laurel Anne Hill, a judge in the Redwood Writers 2017 Fan Fiction Contest, is an award-winning
author, speaker, editor and San Mateo County Fair’s Literary Stage Manager. I recently asked Laurel
about her writing and events. –Margie Yee Webb
MYW: When did you first realize you wanted to be a writer?
LAH: I started creating stories before I could read. My older sister wrote them down for me. By eleven
years old, I’d had a story published. In high school, I entered every writing contest for students I could.
I won enough money to pay for four years of tuition and books at San Francisco State College. Then
came marriage and my career in scientific technology. I put my writing on hold until I hit fifty.
MYW: What have you written and what are you working on?
LAH: I primarily write fantasy, steampunk, horror and science fiction. During the past twenty-three
years, I’ve had two novels, thirty short stories and some short nonfiction pieces published. My first
novel, Heroes Arise, won a ForeWord Magazine Award (Bronze, Science Fiction). Several of my short
pieces have also won awards. I continue to serve as a writing workshop mentor at science
fiction/fantasy conventions. I’m a writing contest judge for Horror Addicts and The San Mateo County
Fair.
MYW: How did you come up with the idea for your new book?
LAH: One of my crazy dreams inspired me to create The Engine Woman’s Light. I spent twenty years
trying to transform that idea into a workable novel. Finally, I chose a spirits-meet-steampunk setting in
an alternate nineteenth-century California. The rescued great-granddaughter—now grown—vows to
prevent the clandestine murder of asylum inmates. Yet to save innocent lives, she must take lives of the
corrupt. How can she reconcile her assignment with her belief in the sacredness of all human life?
MYW: What are some of your upcoming events?
LAH: I’m heading for Los Angeles in late January, for GENRE-LA™, a creative writing conference
devoted to the craft and business of one or more genres. GENRE-LA 2017 will focus on science fiction,
fantasy, horror, steampunk and related sub-genres. I’ll participate as a member of the faculty.
(http://www.wcwriters.com)
On February 4, Sand Hill Review Press and I will officially launch the trade paper version of The
Engine Woman’s Light. Come to Borderlands Books in San Francisco at 3:30 p.m.

Margie Yee Webb, RW member, is an award-winning author and photographer for the gift book, Cat Mulan’s
Mindful Musings: Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life, and as co-creator of Not Your Mother’s Book
. . . On Cats anthology. A Past Vice President of the California Writers Club and Jack London Award Winner,
Margie currently serves as Membership Chair and Speaker Coordinator for Gold Country Writers in Auburn.
Additionally, she served as a Mentor in their 2016 Mentor Program and is the 2017 Contest Chair, having won
third place in their 2016 59-word contest (http://goldcountrywriters.com/hester-jones-winner-59-words-contest/).
The Redwood Writer
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2017 ANTHOLOGY GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA

by Robert Digitale
Members, we are pleased to announce guidelines and criteria for our 2017 anthology, a book that will
be all about Sonoma County. Our theme offers members the chance to seek out and capture stories that
will give readers a better sense of what makes this land so special. This includes stories about people,
places, history and activities that have helped define this county.
For this anthology, we are adding a whole new category of stories. The book still will feature short
fiction and poetry, but we also plan to include a wide range of nonfiction (including memoir). Our hope
is that this entire mix of stories will appeal to readers far beyond our own membership. Indeed, we want
to emphasize we are looking for stories that will appeal to general readers.
Here is what we are seeking in both fiction and nonfiction:
1. Unique stories that break new ground, captivate readers and capture some significant or
interesting aspect of Sonoma County.
2. Works that are uniquely shaped because they are tied to Sonoma County. In other words, the
story wouldn’t be quite the same if it were based in some other part of the country.
For many of us, nonfiction writing will be a new challenge. The editors of this anthology understand
this and want to help members embrace the challenge and succeed. To that end, some of the editors will
make themselves available to give feedback as you consider possible subjects and think about how you
might pursue and write your stories. We also will bring in speakers to offer some wisdom at an
anthology workshop on Saturday, Jan. 14.
Finally, this isn’t a requirement but a strong recommendation. We want to try to avoid having
multiple people write on the same subject (be it Jack London, the 1906 earthquake or Christo’s Running
Fence.) As such, we would appreciate it if before you begin your submission, you inform me, editor
Robert Digitale, of the topic. To do so, send a synopsis of up to 200 words (In it, please summarize why
the story will appeal to general readers). Send the proposal to 2017anthology@redwoodwriters.org. I
will be happy to inform you if someone else also plans to write on that subject and, if you wish, to
assign two coaches to briefly offer feedback on what approach would best improve your submission’s
chances for publication.
Under this process, multiple people still may choose to focus on the same topic, but at least they will
know that it’s unlikely that more than one of those submissions will be accepted. And while
participation with the coaches provides no guarantee of your submission’s acceptance, our intent is to
help give valuable feedback for preparing your prose or poetry.
Please see the next page for the Guidelines and Criteria
The Redwood Writer
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2017 ANTHOLOGY GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA
GUIDELINES:
For this anthology, each Redwood Writer member may submit one work of either fiction or nonfiction
and one work of poetry. All works must be original and unpublished.
Submission period: Members may submit their work starting Feb. 1. THE DEADLINE FOR
SUBMISSIONS IS MIDNIGHT MARCH 15.
Submissions will be uploaded at redwoodwritrers.org. The submission file should be sent as a
Microsoft Word document. We ask that the selected font be Times New Roman, set at 12 point, with 1inch margins for the pages.
Works of up to 2,500 words will be accepted for fiction and nonfiction. Works of poetry are allowed
up to 28 lines in order to fit on one page.
Our emphasis is on stories. As in past anthologies, we won’t accept opinion pieces or essays.
For the benefit of our readers and for our growth as writers, we want to help each other hone these
works to make them the best possible. As such, each member whose work is accepted will be expected
to work with an editor in order to make recommended revisions.
CRITERIA:
For both fiction and nonfiction, works will be judged based upon:
1. Uniqueness and ability to captivate the reader (See item 1 above).
2. An authentic sense of place (See item 2 above.)
3. Story structure and voice. How does the writer tell the story and how well does she/he tell it?
4. Spelling, grammar, punctuation.
In addition, nonfiction stories will be judged on accuracy and relevance. We want you to get at the
heart of your topic and to get it right.
For fiction, stories also will be judged based upon dialogue, characters, pacing and story arc.
For poetry, works will be judged based upon:
1. MAIN IDEA—The poem conveys or evokes a main or overall idea or feeling or thought. For this
anthology, the MAIN IDEA should convey or evoke an idea, feeling or thought that is related uniquely
to Sonoma County.
2. WORD CHOICE—The poem uses imagery and concrete words to express or support the MAIN
IDEA. It avoids vague words and clichés.
3. POETIC FORM—The parts of the poem relate together to form the MAIN IDEA. The poem
observes poetic conventions such as using sounds, lines, stanzas, repetition, and metaphors, even
rhyme, to express or support the MAIN IDEA.
4. GRAMMAR—The poem follows prevailing rules of grammar for word arrangements, phrases, and
sentences.
The Redwood Writer
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REDWOOD WRITERS DINE WITH LOCAL AUTHORS
MONDAY, JANUARY 9, FROM 6:00 – 8:00 PM
GAIA’S GARDEN RESTAURANT
1899 Mendocino Avenue
Santa Rosa

Come and dine with five local authors
Hear them read from their books!
Q & A with the audience.
For reservations, contact Jeane Sloane at 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com

REDWOOD WRITERS OPEN MIC
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 2:00 – 4:00 PM
GAIA’S GARDEN RESTAURANT
1899 Mendocino Avenue
Santa Rosa

The two Featured Readers will be Jan Ogren and Inga Aksamit
(MC to be determined)

– Robin Moore

The Redwood Writer
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If you're in the market for a critique group, I act as a clearinghouse (volunteer) for those
looking to form one, or add members. Just e- mail me with your genre. I send out a new list,
and you can respond to all or select a few for discussion about approach, time, and location.
People meet in homes or cafes, or come up with other public spaces such as library
meeting rooms.
Side note: I have years of experience with writing groups and highly recommend them!
They provide deadlines and hopefully give feedback on things like word repetition,
grammar, public reading style, plot, and other nuances. It makes a vast difference to share our
work along the way. I recommend reading aloud, too!
If interested, contact me, Marie Judson-Rosier, at mariejudson@gmail.com and I'll add
you to the list. You can request to be removed at any time.

I am launching bookmarketingmentor.com with Wine, Words & Warm Socks, Tuesday,
January 17, 7- 8:30 p.m. — a celebration of wine paired with readings from four local authors:
Bonnie Lee, Catherine Anne Held, PhD, Judy Altura and Patti Williams. I will share 3 actions that
help authors sell more books. Wine Educator Peg Melnik will lead a mini-class and tasting. My
partner, Judy Reyes, will give a “Social Media Tip du Jour.” http://winewordswarmsocks.gr8.com/
— Judy Baker

The Redwood Writer
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I am very pleased to announce that my debut novel, Living in
Water, will be published on Jan. 15, 2017. You can find it
on Amazon as a pre-order, or visit my website,
www.alexzmoores.com, for more information.
— Alex Z. Moores

I will be on an author panel about writing diversity children’s literature at
the California School Library Association Conference in Rohnert Park,
on Feb. 4. Here’s the link to the conference: http://csla.net/wpcontent/uploads/2016/05/2017-CSLA-PREVIEW-GUIDE-Sonoma-CA-Feb-2-5.pdf

— Natasha Yim

I was interviewed by Abi Wurdman for her Sparemin podcast about my
book, Cixi, The Dragon Empress for her Women in History series. To
listen, search for Abi Wurdman at Sparemin podcasts.
— Natasha Yim

The Redwood Writer
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Author Support Group
Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:
•
•
•
•
•

Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection
Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing
Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts
Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest
Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in
new or existing groups.
Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for
The Sonoma County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business
Journal, Changing Hurt to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County
Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices.
Deborah blogs about animal welfare and advocates for dog adoption at	
  Dog Leader
Mysteries. Deborah Taylor-French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For
time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers you contact her by Google Voice:
707-536-1049.

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and
	
  payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the
complete ad guidelines at the same link.
Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will
be saved for the next newsletter.
eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and
selected restaurants.
There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic.
How to sign up? Read on...
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% of
your purchases at places like Amazon, Expedia, Target, Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, Bed, Bath &
Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Petco, Petsmart, and over 800 other merchants,
including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be a registered eScrip shopper.
• Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org
• Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.”
It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers!
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator
The Redwood Writer
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EDITOR’S CORNER
New Year, New Projects
For Redwood Writers
by Nancy Uber-Kellogg

Welcome to 2017. May your writing practice
expand and deepen this year, leading you to find
words expressing what you dream of saying and
to reach new audiences you know exist.
The members of our branch stand ready to join
in your efforts. This month alone, we have a
workshop on pitching a book idea to an agent—
followed by a chance to make a pitch the very
same day. The Fan Fiction Contest will also
launch at the January 8 meeting. A week later
comes the workshop on writing for the 2017
Anthology, which will feature pieces on Sonoma
County.
Juanita Martin, our Poetry Place editor, will be
assembling a group of members to put together
the first ever poetry newsletter—tentatively
called The Redwood Poet—in time for National
Poetry Month in April.
The Branch writing contests beckon as well,
inviting you to try out three genres that, as far as
I know, we have not sponsored before:
Fan fiction. Historical fiction. Screenwriting.
If you need help with anything related to
preparing a manuscript, the soon-to-be-unveiled
Members Professional Services will give you
access to the experts in our midst.
The Branch’s ongoing sources of inspiration,
information, and connection will continue: The
author’s support group before the monthly
meeting; Guest speakers; Open mics, dinners
with local authors, salons; and presentations of
six Redwood Writers at Copperfield’s Books
throughout the year.
You will also see changes in the newsletter.
Joelle Burnette, our web designer, is going to
work with me to apply some of her design
elements in The Redwood Writer, so that it will
look more like the web site. In addition, we are
planning to migrate the newsletter to Mail
Chimp, so it will automatically reach you via
email.
Your participation is always welcome. So are
your suggestions. editor@redwoodwriters.org.

Chief Editor:
Acquisitions Editor:
Spotlight Editor:
Copyeditor:
Copyeditor:

Nancy Uber-Kellogg
Juanita Martin
Robert Digitale
Marie Millard
Jan Rowley

The Redwood Writer
P.O. Box 4687
Santa Rosa, CA 95402
The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of
each month. Please email submissions to Nancy
Uber-Kellogg at editor@redwoodwriters.org.
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month.
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.

Submission Guidelines
Breaking News is for members to share writingrelated accomplishments only. Please write your
news in first person in 75 words or less. All
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please
include a picture.
Article submissions should be around 500 words,
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and
grammar prior to submission.
Announcements for the newsletter must be
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish
members’ private fee-based events. We also do not
have the room to publish announcements for
members’ parties. Please include your picture and
details about your writing class or event.

Redwood Writers
General Membership Meetings
General membership meetings are held the second
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at
the Flamingo Resort, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa,
CA. Registration starts at 2 p.m.
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California
Writers Club.

The Redwood Writer
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The Redwood Writer editor’s note: Bob Isbill, California Writers Club Chair of Advertising &
Promotions, requested that all branch editors share this notice with members.
===========================================================

Advertising in the California Writers Club (CWC) Bulletin
Want to increase your visibility? Sell your service? Promote your book? Increase speaker engagements? Pump up your
web traffic? Or just send a greeting?
Each issue of The Bulletin — published three times a year — reaches close to 2,000 published and aspiring writers, in 21
branches throughout the state. AND it is published also on the CWC www.calwriters.org website!
Now we are accepting writing-related advertising from businesses, CWC members, and individuals who wish to reach our
target market at reasonable prices.
Five tiers of ads are being offered:
•
•
•
•

Business card size (2” x 3.5”) ads for $35. These will appear in the index section of The Bulletin.
Index card size (3’ x 5”) ads for $60. These will be interspersed throughout The Bulletinas appropriate.
5″ x7″size ads for $90 placed at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief
5” x7” Special “Display Ad” featuring your photo, your bio and book cover. Just $90 (Watch our brief video* for example)
All of the above can be paid for by check as described below, or by PayPal (below).

We will make available one and one only full page vertical ad (7″ x 10″) for $200. First come, first served, and for that
reason, arrangement for this ad must be made by check and submitted by postal mail and by email as described below.
Advertisers whose ads are received by mail too late to qualify will be notified of their option to buy a 5×7 or smaller ad and
their checks will be returned.
All ads submitted must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received. We reserve the right to decline
material deemed inappropriate at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief.
All ads must be emailed as a jpg file to advertisingcwc@gmail.com.
A physical copy of your ad must be enclosed with the postal mailed payment. Please include your return address, email
address, and telephone contact number.
Deadline for advertising submissions are as follows:
Deadline February 28 for the March publication; deadline July 28 for the August publication, and October 28 for the
November issue.
Capacity for advertising will be determined by the Editor-in-Chief. In case we receive more ads than can be
accommodated, advertisers will be notified of the option to reserve space in the next issue.
Space is limited, and appropriate ads will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. A copy of The Bulletin will be
emailed to advertisers upon publication Please include your preferred email address along with your ad
submission. questions? Call Bob Isbill at (760) 221-6367.
Checks or money orders for submitted ads must be made payable to CWC Central Treasury and mailed to:
HDCWC
The Bulletin Marketing Department
20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281
Apple Valley, CA 92307
CHECKLIST:
• Please double-check to be sure you have followed directions closely.
• Design your ad. You can scan it to a jpeg file and send it to advertisingcwc@gmail.com
• Then place the hard copy of your ad in an envelope addressed to the Marketing Department. It is okay to fold the copy if
you need to do so.
• Enclose your check made payable to CWC Central Treasury or pay by PayPal on calwriters.org. If you paid by PayPal,
please state the amount in your envelope.
• Either way you pay, we MUST have the hard copy mailed to us along with your email address and phone contact, and
please confirm the size of your ad. (Size isn’t indicated on the scanned copy.)
• Full page ads purchased by mail only.
For samples of our CWC advertising, See our brief *video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCz4Y-ENAy0&feature=youtu.be

Agents’ Day & Pitchfest
12:30 - 2:00 PM

JANUARY 8TH

AGENT PITCH WORKSHOP

FLAMINGO HOTEL

2:30 - 4:30 PM

2777 FOURTH ST.
SANTA ROSA 95405

AGENT PANEL/ GENERAL MEETING
4:30 - 6:00 PM

ROOMS WILL BE POSTED
IN THE HOTEL LOBBY.

PITCHFEST

AGENT PITCH WORKSHOP (12:30 - 2:00 pm)
MODERATOR: CATHARINE BRAMKAMP

$20

For members only

All Redwood Writers invited, whether pitching or not.

Brush up on your summary, your bio and your platform before you pitch this afternoon.
This is a workshop style event during which we will all provide suggestions and feedback
so you are ready to pitch with clarity and confidence.
Catharine Bramkamp publishes both prose and poetry. A long time Redwood Writers
member, she edited the poetry anthology And The Beats Go On. She has published 15
books including two on writing. As a WNBA-SF member she had coached for two
Pitch-O-Rama sessions. She helped those aspirational writers and she can help you too.

The Power Of Four! What’s hot, what’s not, and how do you find
that perfect agent fit ? Join us for a panel discussion and Q & A
about the publishing industry. A great way to start the new year!
Laurie McLean
Partner Fuse Literary

Jennifer Tran
Fuse Literary

PANEL / GEN. MTG.
$5 MEMBERS
$10 NON-MEMBERS

Mary Moore
Lisa Abellera
Both with Kimberly Cameron & Associates

▶ Following the agents’ panel discussion, each agent will entertain pitches
from Redwood Writer’s members.
▶ To sign up for a pitch session, email Catharine at bramkamp@yahoo.com
Put ‘Agents’ Day’ in the subject line.
▶ $20 to pitch. Pitches will take place in our meeting room.
▶ Each pitch will be for 5 minutes (really, they can tell if the project will work for
them in that amount of time).
▶ Pitch rules are the same.
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Laurie is looking for adult genre fiction (romance, fantasy, science fiction, mystery, thrillers, suspense, horror, etc.)
plus middle-grade and young adult children’s books. Jennifer is looking for women’s fiction, commercial fiction,
nonfiction/memoir, YA, and graphic novels. Mary is looking for fantasy, science fiction, upmarket “book club,” genre
romance, thrillers with female protagonists, and stories from marginalized voices. Lisa is looking for science fiction,
fantasy, upmarket fiction, historical fiction, mystery/suspense/thrillers, YA and middle grade children’s books.

REDWOOD WRITERS

Fan Fiction Contest
LAUNCH: JANUARY 8, 2017 MEETING
DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 19, 9 PM
WINNERS ANNOUNCED: APRIL 9 MEETING

Definition of Fan Fiction :
Fiction written by fans of a TV series, movie, book,
etc., using existing characters and situations to
develop new plots. For more, see Fan Fiction
article in Redwood Writers newsletter.
http://redwoodwriters.org/wp-content/uploads/RedwoodWriterNewsletterDecember2016WithFliers.pdf

Submission Guidelines :
* Eligibility: Contest is open to all CWC members
(Redwood Writers and all CWC branches) regardless
of where they reside, and to non-member residents of
Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino, Marin, Lake, Humboldt and
Solano counties.
* Immediate family members of judges and chairs of this
contest are not eligible to submit.

* Please follow submission guidelines carefully.
Manuscripts may be disqualified if guidelines are not
followed.
CONTEST FEES:
* $8 for CWC members and $12 for non-members

* Format: 12 point font, Times New Roman, doublespaced, standard 1” margin, with page numbers in upper
right-hand corner.

AWARDS:

* Word Count: Up to 1,500 words for story; up to 100
words for description.

1st place—$100 plus half-price scholarship (worth $288)
towards registration for the 2017 Mendocino Coast Writers’
Conference (the vibrant, relevant writers’ conference on the
beautiful Mendocino Coast)* http://mcw.org, and a certificate

* First Page: Story title, centered half way down first page,
followed by a description (up to 100 words) of the
original TV series, movie, book, characters, etc. your story
is based on.
* Second Page: Start story on second page.
* DO NOT put the author’s name or contact information
on the manuscript.
* Manuscript Requirement: Work must be previously
unpublished by a traditional publisher. (Self-published
works are acceptable.)
* Submissions: One submission per entrant. Submit
payment and upload manuscript (PDF) on the RW website.
http://redwoodwriters.org/contests/. Submissions are due
no later than February 19, 9PM

2nd place—$50, and a certificate
3rd place—$25, and a certificate
*In addition to the cash prize, the 1st place winner will be
awarded a half-price scholarship (worth $288) towards
the registration fee for the Mendocino Coast Writers’
Conference (MCWC) on August 3-5, 2017. Winner will pay
the other $288 (50% of $576 fee) to attend conference.
Lodging and transportation not included. This MCWC prize
has no cash value and is non-transferable.
PUBLICATION: The 1st place winner will have his/her
entry published on the contest winner flyer. Other winning
entries will be published and available on the Redwood
Writers’ website: http://redwoodwriters.org/

CONTEST CHAIR
Margie Yee Webb is an award-winning author and photographer for the gift book, Cat Mulan’s Mindful

Musings: Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life, and as co-creator of Not Your
Mother’s Book . . . On Cats anthology. A Past Vice President of the California Writers Club
and Jack London Award Winner, Margie currently serves as Membership Chair and Speaker
Coordinator for Gold Country Writers in Auburn. Additionally, she served as a Mentor in
their 2016 Mentorship Program and is the 2017 Contest Chair, having won third place in
their 2016 59-word contest. (http://goldcountrywriters.com/hester-jones-winner-59-words-contest/)

JUDGES
Laurel Anne Hill
Award-winning author, Laurel Anne Hill, grew up with more dreams of adventure than
good sense or money. Her close brushes with death, love of family, and belief in a higher
power continue to influence her writing and her life. Sand Hill Review Press recently
released Laurel’s spirits-meet-steampunk novel, The Engine Woman’s Light. Her published
short stories total thirty. She’s a speaker, editor, and the San Mateo County Fair’s Literary
Stage Manager. http://www.laurelannehill.com

Michele Drier
Michele Drier, born in Santa Cruz, is a fifth generation Californian. She’s lived and worked
all over the state, calling both Southern and Northern California home. In journalism—as
a reporter and editor at daily newspapers—she won awards for investigative series. Her
twelve books include the Amy Hobbes Newspaper Mysteries and The Kandesky Vampire
Chronicles, a series of paranormal romances (http://micheledrier.com/). She is president of the
Sacramento chapter of Sisters in Crime (http://capitolcrimes.org/) and co-chair of Bouchercon
2020 in Sacramento (http://bouchercon2020.org/).

Linda C. McCabe
Linda C. McCabe, author of the epic historic fantasy Quest of the Warrior
Maiden that received Best Historic Fantasy in the 2013 BAIPA Book Awards,
was notorious as “Athena” in the Harry Potter fandom. She spun theories,
wrote fanfic, and championed the Harry/Hermione ship. McCabe’s fifth year
fic, Secrets, Lies and the Daily Prophet won Portkey.org’s Readers’ Choice
Award for best novel length story. McCabe is writing the second volume in
her planned trilogy. www.LindaCMcCabe.com
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Presents :
Redwood Writers Fiction
Each month from January to June, Copperfield’s Books will present a new
work of fiction by a member of Redwood Writers. Authors will discuss
their books and entertain questions about writing. Please join in the fun.
Past discussions have proven to be interesting and informative for both
those who have read the book and those who just want to listen and
learn. The event is FREE and no reservations are required.

WHERE: Copperfield’s Bookstore - Montgomery Village
		775 Village Court, Santa Rosa
WHEN:

6:00-7:00 pm - Tuesday dates below.

JANUARY 24

FEBRUARY 28

MARCH 28

PATRICIA V. DAVIS
COOKING FOR GHOSTS

JO-ANNE H. ROSEN
WHAT THEY DON’T KNOW

APRIL 25 		

MAY 23			

CRISSI LANGWELL
THE ROAD TO HOPE

DALE BRANDON
FEAR RUNNER

D. A. RAMIREZ
C-FACTOR
JUNE 27

JOHN GRAYSON HEIDE
THE FLIGHT OF THE PICKERINGS
Copperfield’s Presents:
Redwood Writers Fiction
Co-Chair, Mary A Adler
mary@maadler.com
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February 12th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers Presents: Tim McCanna & Meg Fleming

Picture Book Craft 101

Sunday, February 12th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network
WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745
FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room
rental and refreshments.
DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org
February Meeting Bonus!
Find out what services our Redwood
Writer Members offer. Meet the
providers at our Member Professional
Services Fair held during networking
and breaks.

Tim McCanna is the author of Teeny Tiny
Trucks (Little Bahalia Publishing), Bitty Bot,
and Watersong (both Simon & Schuster/
Paula Wiseman Books). He has worked in
advertising, wrote and produced an off-off
Broadway musical, produced music and
narration for award-winning story apps,
picture book trailers, and kid lit podcasts.
Forthcoming picture book titles include Bitty
Bot’s Big Beach Getaway and Boing! (Simon & Schuster/Paula
Wiseman Books), Jack B. Ninja (Scholastic), So Many Sounds, and
Barnyard Boogie! (Abrams Appleseed). The Assistant Regional
Advisor for SCBWI’s San Francisco/South chapter, he holds an MFA
in Dramatic Writing for Musical Theatre from NYU’s Tisch School of
the Arts. Find Tim online at www.timmccanna.com.
Meg Fleming is the author of I Heart You
(Beach Lane Books/Simon & Schuster) and
Ready, Set, Build! (little bee books/Bonnier
Publishing). Forthcoming books include
Sometimes Rain (Beach Lane Books/Simon
& Schuster) and Ready, Set, Sail! (little bee
books/Bonnier Publishing). Meg has worn
many hats for the SCBWI in both the San
Francisco and Chicago regions, and loves nothing more than
helping other writers get to the heart of their story to make it
sing! Visit her at MegFleming.net.
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WHEN:

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club

Redwood Writers General Meeting

Want to write for kids? Breaking into the picture book
industry takes patience, perseverance, and practice. It all
starts with you, the writer, and your words! Join children’s
authors Tim McCanna (Bitty Bot, Watersong) and Meg
Fleming (I Heart You, Ready, Set, Build!) as they share their
professional insights and discuss the nuts and bolts of
writing effective and successful picture book manuscripts.
Talking points will include developing ideas, writing
resources, character development, the importance of
revision, rhyming do’s and don’ts, and more.

March 12th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers Presents: Ellen Sussman

Fact to Fantasy
Using Autobiographical
Material in Fiction
Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, March 12th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network
WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745
FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room
rental and refreshments.
DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org
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We all have so much rich experience to draw from
in our own lives. But how best to turn that into the
stuff of fiction? New York Times bestselling author
Ellen Sussman will share her insights and experience
in borrowing material from her own life to add
emotional depth and passion to her novels.

About Ellen Sussman
Ellen Sussman is the New York Times bestselling author
of four novels, A Wedding in Provence, The Paradise
Guest House, French Lessons, and On a Night Like This.
She is the editor of two critically
acclaimed anthologies, Bad Girls: 26
Writers Misbehave and Dirty Words:
A Literary Encyclopedia of Sex. She
teaches through Stanford Continuing
Studies and in private classes.
www.ellensussman.com

Redwood Writers
2017 Meeting Speakers
Plan ahead to be front and center for each of the 2017
Redwood Writers monthly meetings –
learn from these industry speakers:

January 8

Agent Day and Pitching Opportunity - headed by Laurie McLean

February 12

Tim McCanna and Meg Fleming - Fun, Facts, and the Inside
Scoop on Crafting Professional and Irresistible Picture Books

March 12

Ellen Sussman - Using Autobiographical Material in Fiction

April 9

Iris Dunkle - Sonoma County Poet Laureate - Answering the Call:
how Jack London changed my life and inspired me to become a
writer that questions history

May 21

Dana Gioia - CA Poet Laureate - Poetry as Enchantment: a poetry
reading with remarks

June 11

Grant Falkner - Flash Fiction: the art of brevity

July 9		

Author Launch - Authors’ Showcase: new books

August 13			

Selden Edwards - Psychology in Writing

September 10

HotTopics Round Tables: Topics may include: editing,
Facebook, genre identification, memoir, autobiography, and
journaling

October 8

Skye Blaine - Memoir: honing your craft & the value of solid
critiquing skills

November 12

Kolleen Carney - Optimizing Social Media to Promote your Work

December 10

Natasha Yim - Lessons From the Trenches: launching your book with
a virtual book tour

