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December 11, 2016 
Roots, Shoots, Leaves, and 

Bloom: 
How Poetry and Prose Practices 

Nurture Each Other 
 

 
 

with Rebecca Foust 
 

Genre is a fiction! The complexities of the 
modern world do not fit into neat compartments 
and neither does good writing about it. Prose 
Poems, Lyric Essays, and Haibun are just three 
examples of forms that blur the line between 
poetry and prose, and even prose chestnuts like 
John Gardner’s The Art of Fiction stress the 
importance of mastery of poetry rudiments. The 
wonderful news is that poetry and prose practices 
can be deeply, mutually nourishing. Learn how to 
use both to enrich your writing: sources for 
inspiration, honing of craft, synergistic 
publication, and more. 

 
Rebecca Foust’s most recent book, Paradise 

Drive, won the 2015 Press 53 Poetry Award. Foust’s 
poems, essays, fiction, and book reviews appear 
widely in magazines and journals. 
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   11 Breaking News  
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, Dec. 11 
Time:   2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register 
  & mingle with other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $10/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood Writers 
events and happenings, contest deadlines and 
more? Check out our calendar at 

redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

December Events 
 
Dec. 1:     Member Professional Services  
                 Submissions Due  
Dec. 11:   Author Support Group / 
                 Anthology 2017 Brainstorming l:00 
Dec. 11:   General Meeting 2:30  
Dec. 16:    Holiday Salon 6:30 – 9:30 
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Redwood Writer Retreat Update: 
The Retreat Has Been Cancelled 

By Belinda Riehl 
 

I am very disappointed to announce that Writing in the Redwoods has been cancelled due to insufficient 

registrations to fund the retreat.  —Belinda Riehl, Writing in the Redwoods Chair 

Editors Note: To Belinda and the committee members, thanks for all the effort you put in to planning the 
retreat. We appreciate you for taking this work on.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 

 
 

What I’m Reading: 
I recently read Outlining Your Novel: Map Your Way to Success by K.M. Weiland. I found it 

very helpful while I tackle a new genre. 
The key points at the end of each chapter, and hints from other authors proved helpful. 

—Robin Moore 
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BOARD BUZZ: – Our Magic Selves 

By Linda Loveland Reid 
 
The audience quieted, lights to out, then slowly rose on two women actors, bathing the scene like magic 

as warm colors spread across the stage. I directed a play again this year and have been thinking a lot about 
creativeness. Where does it come from?  

Creativeness is one of the major differences between humans and other creatures. We can turn the routine 
into an imaginative adventure. After we peel a banana the same way for a bit, then we start looking for a 
faster way, or a more interesting way - maybe make a pattern on the pulp or a hat out of the skins. Whether 
painting a picture, designing a theater set, molding a statue, crafting a song or writing a novel, the ability to 
create through innovation and synthesis makes our lives rich.  

“Ah, good taste – what a dreadful thing! Taste is the enemy of creativeness,” said Pablo Picasso, who was 
always changing his technique and style, always exploring the next realm.  Perhaps his comment meant that 
doing things the expected, traditional way would mean all things were and would remain the same…boring. 
Thinking outside-the-box can be fun and often leads to new ideas.  

What gets your endorphins moving? When you first begin that new story do those peptides produce 
feelings of well-being? Or are you soon engulfed with concerns, self-doubt? You could fail. There is risk. 
This is when we have to push on, persevere, and before long our neurotransmitters are jumping all over the 
place. Adrenaline flows. 

There’s “mind over matter.”  
There’s Goethe’s question, “How does mortal man become the maker of immortal things?” 
There’s Gaga wearing a hat made of her own hair. (Really?) 
There’s yellow/orange/red colors that sing with activity. 
There’s blue, a place of relaxation. 

How do we create? There are a thousand ways to see the world and each has an idea inside. What was the 
most touching thing you saw yesterday? Write about it. What color resonated with your soul while scanning 
the green hills through rain drops? What annoyed you at the grocery store? Or go to the kingdom of silence. 
Relax, think, and then write without judging yourself.  

Creativeness is inspiration. The more we welcome it, the more it will fill us with wonder. We have this 
magic ability to create. How lucky is that? 

 
 

 
 

 

Bylaw Tip of the Month 
by Sandy Baker 

 
Did you know that in March, the president, subject to board approval, appoints at least three 

people to the Nominating Committee for that year's elections? This committee works diligently to 
select members to accept open officer positions on the RW Board of Directors. The names of the 
committee and chair must be published in the April RW newsletter, and the slate of proposed officers 
must be presented at the May general meeting and published in the RW newsletter at least two weeks 
prior to the election at the June general meeting. All nominations must be made with the consent of 
the nominee. (So, never fear, you will not be nominated without your knowledge!) 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

PAMELA FENDER 
   

 

By Arlene Miller 
Writers write for many different reasons. 

Redwood Writer Pamela Fender writes to get her 
truth out publicly and to share her stories with 
others who might benefit from her own life 
experiences.  

A Redwood Writer since October 2010, Pamela 
published her memoir, Beside Myself: Recovery 
From My Family Betrayal and Estrangement, at 
the end of 2012.  She continues to write short 
memoir pieces and poetry. Her poems have been 
published in the 2014 And The Beats Go On and 
the 2016 Stolen Light Redwood Writers poetry 
anthologies, and her short memoir pieces are 
included in the 2016 Untold Stories anthology.  

Born in Los Angeles, Pamela began writing 
poetry as a young teen when her English teacher 
suddenly passed away. "The poetry just poured 
from me," she says. "This was during the Vietnam 
War era, and I wrote anti-war poetry." Her favorite 
writers at that time were Langston Hughes, 
Richard Wright, Richard Brautigan, and Rita Mae 
Brown. 

She says she has always wanted to write a book 
about her life because she has so many stories to 
tell. When she lost her twin brother, her grief 
therapist encouraged her to write her life story—
and she began writing the following week. 

The writing and editing processes took nearly a 
year. After trying to find an agent, Pamela decided 
to self-publish. "I'm thrilled that I self-published 
because I have the final say." 

Pamela describes her writing process as, "Write, 
write, write without interruption. Write what 
comes from your brain. Then edit after everything 
is written." She isn’t looking to earn a living 
writing. Instead, she wants her stories to be read by 
people who are interested in memoir, who might 
be helped in what they are going through in their 
own lives—and to perhaps interest people who 
haven't been reading memoir to try it.  
 
 

She describes herself as "honest and selfless 
with a good sense of humor. I guess one could 
say I wear my heart on my sleeve. I have been 
told that I am an 'open book.'" 

Speaking of books, although Pamela's 
memoir is available in both print and ebook 
versions, she prefers reading in print. She says 
she is on the computer long enough as it is, and 
when she reads she prefers flipping pages to 
scrolling. She says, "I love the feel and smell of 
a real book." 

Pamela grew up in Los Angeles and attended 
UCLA. She later transferred to Sonoma State 
where she received a B.A. in English. She has 
lived on a kibbutz in Israel and spent a short 
time in New Jersey after she lost her home in 
the 1994 earthquake. However, she missed 
California and moved back. She has lived in 
Rohnert Park since 1997 and plans to stay here 
"as long as I can afford to." 

In May 2008, Pamela married fellow 
Redwood Writer Jack Fender. She has two 
sons. Blake is in Israel studying to be an EMT. 
Evan is a student at UC Santa Cruz studying 
biomolecular engineering. 

Pamela has worn many hats over the years. 
She has a cosmetology license and owned a 
children's hair salon. She has been a substitute 
teacher for 18 years and she recently became a 
notary public and certified signing agent. In her 
spare time she swims, does yoga, and 
volunteers for Jewish Family and Children's 
Services, where she delivers holiday bags for 
seniors. 

And Pamela still finds time to volunteer at 
Redwood Writer conferences, coordinate the 
eScrip program, and chair Hot Summer Nights 
at Copperfield's each July! 
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POETRY	  PLACE	  
I tell my son 

— Jessica Malone Latham    
  

I tell my son 
it’s ok to be fragile . . .  
basil blossoms 

 
(From the collection Cricket Song: Haiku and Short 

Poems from a Mother’s Heart) 

Michele 
—Taryn Young 
 
Your birthday is soon 
My first thoughts came hard and unbidden. Bitter tastes of regret and anger.  
 
Harsh winter storms, tumultuous, overpowering. So many birthday gifts left unopened. 
 
Memories are softening. And I can see you in them now. Soft rains caressing, fresh hopeful, 
grace restoring. 
 
I like to go to the places we have been. 
 
I see you there. 
 
The welcoming smile, my favorite laugh; the one where it sounds like 
you just swallowed soda and it’s fizzing in your nose, 
 
or the one you were trying to suppress,  
and it surprises you with a guffaw. I worked so hard to get that laugh. 
 
I ride my bike on favorite roads and see you there ahead, afternoon sun warming us, short 
shadows reflected beneath us, on the path your friendship has made for me. 
  
 

P
Poetry Place is a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month, several 

poems will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen 
based on the space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times 
New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word 
document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th 
of the month to be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin 
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Fires Blaze the Day After 
—Janice Rowley 

Fires blaze 

Through my hope 

Destroy the future that yesterday was bright. 

Today I am as dark as the skin 

Beyond which my country will no longer see. 

  

Fires blaze 

Through my joy in another 

Send me into hidden places 

 Alone 

 Where I watch afraid to be me. 

 

Fires blaze 

Through my extremities 

Pain without a path to healing. 

 Without access to the ways  

 To live pain free as those with means. 

 

Fires blaze 

Beneath the earth’s core 

Render it useless for tomorrow’s children. 

 Used up by the rich 

 For whom enough is never enough. 

 

Fires blaze 

Through my gut 

Burning away the veneer of democracy. 

 People I thought I knew 

 A country I can no longer trust. 

POETRY	  PLACE	  
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The Redwood Poet: 
First Poetry Newsletter for Redwood Writers – 2017 

 

 
by Juanita Martin 

 
Coming in April 2017, just in time for National Poetry Month, we will have our first 

poetry newsletter. The tentative name is The Redwood Poet. Some of the highlights of this 
newsletter will be poetry book reviews, poetry prompts, and a poetry education column by 
Fran Claggett.  

 
This publication will give our poets and prose writers another way to flex their writing 

muscles. Besides the highlights I mentioned, there will be articles on poets, poetry resources, 
and announcements. This is a different newsletter than our current one, but it will have the 
same professional look and appeal. I welcome your ideas, suggestions, and your help as we 
prepare our first issue. 

 
 We will only publish in the month of April for National Poetry Month. There are no 

immediate plans to publish monthly. This publication will elevate and honor our poets and 
prose writers. Both are welcome to serve on our team. The focus, however, is on poets and 
poetry. 

 
  If you are truly interested in serving on our team, we would love to have your skills and 

expertise. We will be getting started in January 2017 with a meeting at 1 pm - 2:15 pm, 
Sunday, January 8, 2017, at the Flamingo where more team assignments will be made. 
Speaking of assignments, we will have Poetry Beat Reporters who will report from their own 
community on poetry happenings. For example, if you live in Sebastopol, you would report 
on poetry events in West Sonoma County. I will need 4 beat reporters. One from the east, 
one from the north, one from the south, and one from the west part of Sonoma County. Stay 
tuned for more announcements and more information as we get closer to the new year. 

 
Serious inquiries can be made to: Juanita J. Martin, Editor-Redwood Writers Poetry 

Newsletter 2017, at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
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Seeking Writers for the 2017 Anthology 

by Robert Digitale 
 

What’s the best story you know about Sonoma County? What stories about the county’s people, places 
and history would intrigue you enough to want to write about them? 

The theme for the 2017 Redwood Writers anthology is Sonoma County, and we want this book to be 
filled with great stories. We’re hoping you will join the adventure and capture stories that give readers a 
better sense of what makes this place so special. 

You can learn more about all this at a brainstorming session hosted by our Authors Support Group. It will 
be held at 1 p.m. Dec. 11 at the Flamingo Hotel before our regular monthly meeting. It’s a chance to hear 
what will be special about this anthology and to consider what kinds of stories might most interest you as a 
writer. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Fan Fiction Defined 
by Natasha Yim 

 
Editor’s note: In last month’s issue, we listed Margie Yee Webb as the author of an abbreviated version 

of this article. I apologize for the error. It was written by Natasha Yim. 
 
The first RW Fan Fiction Contest launches on Jan. 8, 2017. What is fan fiction? It’s fiction about 

characters or settings from an original work of fiction, generally created by fans of that work rather than by 
its creator. I use the term, generally, because you don’t necessarily have to be a fan to write fan fiction. For 
the purpose of this contest, just let your imaginations flow, think outside the box, and have fun! Do you see 
Mr. Darcy in a loincloth or a space suit? How about setting Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice in a futuristic 
society or in the dinosaur days? What if Anne of Green Gables became the next female president or 
congresswoman? There are so many possibilities to stretch your imagination: create a different world than 
the one the original character is set in (can you set Star Wars in Victorian England or during Prohibition? 
Hmmm…wonder what that bar scene where Obi Wan Kenobe and Luke Skywalker meet Han Solo would be 
like?); write from a different POV (what would be Ebenezer Scrooge’s version of events?); change the main 
character’s gender (What if Spartacus or Ben Hur were a woman?).  

A few sample titles of Fan Fiction are:  
1) RW’s Crissi Langwell’s Loving the Wind: The Story of Tiger Lily and Peter Pan. From Tiger Lily’s POV. 
2) Pride and Prejudice and Zombies by Seth Grahame-Smith. The title is pretty self-explanatory.  
     Elizabeth Bennett and her sisters fight zombies. 
3) A Study in Emerald by Neil Gaiman, a Sherlock Holmes Fan Fic. 
 

Here are some good links on how to write fan fiction: 
1) So You Want To Write A Fan Fic—TV Tropes tvtropes.org  
2) How To Write Fan Fiction: A Beginner’s Guide — Movellas www.movellas.blog 
3) Fan Fiction Writing Tips - Moki’s Fanfiction Blog mokisfanfictionblog.com/blog/fanfiction-writing-tips/ 
4) The Definitive Guide to Fan Fiction for Beginners reddit.com/r/harrypotter/ This site is devoted more to 
Harry Potter Fan Fic., but does provide some good resources to where you can read some Fan Fiction and 
familiarize yourself with the genre. 
 

Happy Writing and Submitting! 
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What Do Contest Judges Look For?   

by Marlene Cullen 
 

Recently I was one of three judges for a writing contest. During the first round of reading, we didn't agree 
on the winners. It took re-reading and much discussion to select the winning entries. This experience got me 
to thinking. What do contest judges look for when choosing winning entries? 

 
My fellow judges and I came up with: 
Make sure to follow the guidelines. They aren't arbitrary. The guidelines are specific for a reason. 
Make sure to follow the criteria of what genre the contest is. Don't submit memoir if the contest is fiction. 

Even though the judges may not be able to tell for sure if something is fiction or memoir . . . if it feels like 
memoir, it probably is. And that won't work in a fiction contest. 

The winning entries that stood out excelled in unique writing that held interest from beginning to last 
word. The writing and story were compelling, keeping reader engaged to the end. 

Proofread. I know this is obvious, but many of the entries had typos or punctuation errors. 
Have someone read your entry - both for feedback and to proofread.  
If it's a fiction contest, make sure your entry is a story. Many of the entries felt like anecdotes, rather than 

full pieces (beginning, middle, end with a definable plot and fleshed out characters). 
Avoid clichés - in words, phrases and story line. This goes back to the unique story. Tell us something 

new, or write something old with an interesting twist. 
Understand and use correct point of view. Many entries jumped around with point of view, sometimes it 

was hard to tell who "he" and "she" referred to.   
Stay with the same verb tense, except when appropriate to use past tense or future tense. Stories got extra 

points from me when using present tense (because that's harder to do than using past tense).  
Susan Bono shares her views on contests in her essay, “A Thought or Two on Writing Contests,” 

originally published in Tiny Lights, A Journal of Personal Narrative.  tiny-lights.com 
 
More thoughts on entering writing contests: 
 “Don’t assume the winners of a writing contest were the only ones to submit excellent work. There are 

only so many prizes available in any given contest. Winning may equal good, but losing does not always 
equal bad. Your turn will come.” —Susan Bono, author of What Have We Here: Essays about Keeping 
House and Finding Home, has judged many, many contest entries. 

"Make us see something about the world in a fresh way or remind us of something important that has an 
arguable public dimension." — Dan Lehman, River Teeth, A Journal of Nonfiction Narrative 

"There is a difference between experience and meaning-making. If we are reading along and this happens 
and this happens, and we still don't know why it is important, then we know the writer might not be up to it . 
. . just writing about something that has happened to you is never enough. It's what the writer does with her 
own experience, what she makes of it that counts." —Joe Mackall, River Teeth, A Journal of Nonfiction 
Narrative, (paraphrased from original quote by Judith Kitchen). 

Are you motivated? Ready? Enter! 
Your very own Redwood Writers sponsors contests year-round.  redwoodwriters.org 
The Writer Magazine regularly calls for contest submissions.   writermag.com 
Writer's Digest magazine lists contests.  writersdigest.com 
Links to writing contests can be found at my blog: http://thewritespot.us/marlenecullenblog/?p=6163, 

and 
Susan Bono’s website:  susanbono.com 
Also see the River Teeth Journal riverteethjournal.com 
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REDWOOD WRITERS HOLIDAY SALON  
 

Making Spirits Bright” 

Stories of Inspiration, Celebration, and Healing 
 

FRIDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 16, FROM 6:30 - 9:30 IN SANTA ROSA 
 

All members are welcome! 
Bring your stories and poems to share. 

Readings are five minutes. 
 

RSVP: Registration, readings, directions, and our convivial potluck dinner. 
 

Contact: Sher Gamard  gmard@redshift.com 
 

 

Please note we do NOT have in Open Mic in December,  
as Gaia’s Garden closes for vacation the week between Christmas and New Years. 

 
However, mark your calendar for  

The First Open Mic of 2017: 
Saturday, January 28th at Gaia’s Garden. 

The two Featured Readers will be 
              Jan Ogren      Inga Aksamit 

MC (still to be determined) 
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I’m thrilled to announce the release of my latest book, Hearts: The Adult 
Coloring Book of Love’s Journey (Hearts). After working on the drawings for a 
year, this beautiful coloring book includes more than 50 full-page, single-sided 
designs. Accompanying the artwork are writing prompts and lovely poems—
classic to contemporary. Hearts makes a delightful holiday gift that offers hours 
of relaxing fun. — Joelle Burnett 

 

My travelogue on my Wyoming book tour, entitled "Sentimental 
Journey: A Literary Journey through Wyoming," was just 
published by Medium! Here's the link: westerly directions   

— Marilyn Lanier 
 
 

 

I am excited to announce the release of my poetry collection Cricket 
Song: Haiku and Short Poems from a Mother’s Heart (RedMoon Press). 
Please visit my website (http://www.jessicalatham.com) to see sample 
poems and to purchase the book.  I am offering a discount for members. 
Please use the code: redwood to receive 10% off a signed copy. The book 
will be available in December and will be sent to you then.  

— Jessica Malone Latham 
 

 

My ten minute play, “Playing with Knives,” will be performed by Petaluma 
Radio Players in the ballroom at Hotel Petaluma on Dec. 8 & 9, 8:00 pm., as 
part of a staged reading of short plays. — Natasha Yim 
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In Memoriam 

 
Barbara Truax 

 
Barbara Truax, president of Redwood Writers 1992-1996, died Monday, October 31, of a heart 

attack. A memorial service was held for her on November 13 at Book Passage. 
 
In 1999, she was a founding member of the CWC Marin Branch. Always a cheerleader for writers, 

she also served as CWC secretary, membership chair, and president. During her tenure as CWC 
president, she actively encouraged and then accepted the California Assembly resolution on September 
4, 2003 to declare the third week in October as California Writers Week. 

 
In 2002, she was the Marin branch nominee for the Jack London Award, and in 2006, she was 

awarded the Ina Coolbrith Award for exemplary service to CWC. 
 

 
 

L-R: Barbara Truax, Assemblyman Tim Leslie, and Anne Marie Gold,  
member of the executive board of the California Library Assn. and head of the Sacramento Library. 
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Author Support Group 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The 
Sonoma County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, 
Changing Hurt to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional 
Parks. Her memoirs appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah 
blogs about animal welfare and advocates for dog adoption at 
www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French may be contacted at 
dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers you contact her 

by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 
 

 
 
	    

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their 
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and 
selected restaurants. 
There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the 
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic. 
How to sign up? Read on... 
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% of 
your purchases at places like Amazon, Expedia, Target, Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Petco, Petsmart, and over 800 other merchants, 
including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be a registered eScrip shopper. 

• Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
• Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.” 

It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers!  
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com  
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Nancy Uber-Kellogg 

 

 
Stories, Your Gifts to the World 

 
When I turned out of the pasta aisle in the Cotati 

Oliver’s, I crossed paths with Leigh, the smiling, 
heart-faced woman who used to manage the 
Oroweat Bakery Outlet on Gravenstein Highway.  
We hadn’t seen each other since the outlet closed. 

 
“How are Hal and Val?” she asked immediately, 

and her question called up dozens of times when 
she welcomed my twins and me. The first time I 
visited the store with my lap babies, I wedged 
both of them into one of the diminutive carts and 
navigated past Boboli pizza shells and 
Entenmann’s lemon cakes to the check out stand.  

 
“You’re sure brave,” she said, laughing, after 

admiring the kids and asking their names. 
 
For me, though, the trip was a respite from a 

long day at home with them. 
   
After that, when I needed an encouraging word, 

I bundled the kids up and drove over there. Leigh 
always supplied cheer—and an extra loaf of bread. 

 
Leigh is a person I treasure, worthy of a story 

where she can be shared and celebrated. It’s the 
least I can do. 

 
You, dear writers, have many such story gifts to 

offer the world. May you be generous! 
 
Sometimes a world of stories opens from a 

single event, whether it’s a chance encounter or a 
line read in a newspaper. What’s one of your 
story-opening events? I invite you to tell us about 
it. Please send one of yours to me, so I can include 
it in a future issue. editor@redwoodwriters.org 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  

Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  
 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Resort, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 

Chief Editor: Nancy Uber-Kellogg 
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  
Spotlight Editor: Shari Graves 
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard  
Copyeditor:          Jan Rowley 
           



Agents’ Day & Pitchfest

AGENT PITCH WORKSHOP (12:30 - 2:00 pm)             $20     For members only

MODERATOR: CATHARINE BRAMKAMP   All Redwood Writers invited, whether pitching or not.

Brush up on your summary, your bio and your platform before you pitch this afternoon. 
This is a workshop style event during which we will all provide suggestions and feedback 
so you are ready to pitch with clarity and confidence.

Catharine Bramkamp publishes both prose and poetry. A long time Redwood Writers 
member, she edited the poetry anthology And The Beats Go On. She has published 15 
books including two on writing. As a WNBA-SF member she had coached for two 
Pitch-O-Rama sessions. She helped those aspirational writers and she can help you too.

The Power Of Four! What’s hot, what’s not, and how do you find 
that perfect agent fit ? Join us for a panel discussion and Q & A 
about the publishing industry. A great way to start the new year!

     Laurie McLean                        Jennifer Tran                          Mary Moore                          Lisa Abellera
Partner Fuse Literary                    Fuse Literary                          Both with Kimberly Cameron & Associates

Laurie is looking for adult genre fiction (romance, fantasy, science fiction, mystery, thrillers, suspense, horror, etc.) 
plus middle-grade and young adult children’s books. Jennifer is looking for women’s fiction, commercial fiction, 
nonfiction/memoir, YA, and graphic novels. Mary is looking for fantasy, science fiction, upmarket “book club,” genre 
romance, thrillers with female protagonists, and stories from marginalized voices. Lisa is looking for science fiction, 
fantasy, upmarket fiction, historical fiction, mystery/suspense/thrillers, YA and middle grade children’s books. 
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▶  Following the agents’ panel discussion, each agent will entertain  pitches 
     from Redwood Writer’s members.
▶  To sign up for a pitch session, email Catharine at bramkamp@yahoo.com           
     Put ‘Agents’ Day’ in the subject line.
▶  $20 to pitch. Pitches will take place in our meeting room.
▶  Each pitch will be for 5 minutes (really, they can tell if the project will work for   
     them in that amount of time).
▶  Pitch rules are the same.

JANUARY 8TH 

FLAMINGO HOTEL
2777 FOURTH ST.

SANTA ROSA 95405

ROOMS WILL BE POSTED
 IN THE HOTEL LOBBY.

12:30 - 2:00 PM

 AGENT PITCH WORKSHOP

2:30 - 4:30 PM

AGENT PANEL/ GENERAL MEETING 

4:30 - 6:00 PM
 

PITCHFEST

PANEL / GEN. MTG.

  $5   MEMBERS
$10   NON-MEMBERS



PROMPT CONTEST

WINNERS!
Contest participants were asked to write a 
fictional story inspired by this photo, Highway 
Through the Redwoods by Tim May. The judges 
have spoken, and the winners are...

1st1st1st

2nd2nd2nd

First Place - Roger Lubeck, “Squeakers”

Second Place - Robbi Sommers Bryant, “Number 14 ”

Third Place - - Taryn Young, “Sunday Drive With Grandma”

 Honorable Mention - Sandy Baker, “ Toll For A Troll”

Roger is a Vice President on the Board of Directors for Redwood Writers. He was the 
Editor-in-chief on four anthologies and a memoir by Samuel Chandler. Roger’s published 
works include business articles, short stories, six novels, two business books, and a 
contest winning ten-minute play. His newest novel, Ghosts in Horseshoe Canyon is a 
modern crime novel set in southern Utah. In addition, Roger is developing a treatment 
and screenplay for a new TV comedy.

Turn page to read the winning submission, “Squeakers”. 

Robbi Sommers Bryant’s award-winning books include a novella, 4 novels, 5 short story 
collections and 1 book of poetry. Her work is published in magazines including Readers 
Digest, Redbook, Penthouse, college textbooks and several anthologies. She is past 
president of Redwood Writers and currently works as a developmental and copy editor. 
www.robbibryant.com.

Taryn spent her working career as a technical writer, workplace investigator, and human 
resources manager.   In her semi-retired state, Taryn enjoys hearing, and telling, a great 
story.

Sandy Baker thrives on short, as in eight children’s gardening books and a middle grade 
collection of short stories about the 1920s. BAIPA awarded Baker’s second book, Zack’s 
Zany Zucchiniland, Best Children’s Picture Book of 2014. So far, she has co-written 
one novel, with the sequel sitting in her WIP file. Sandy is the current President of the 
Redwood Writers’ Board of Directors. Find out more about Baker and her books at 
www.sandybakerwriter.com. 

3rd3rd3rd

Prize: $100, a certificate, and a signed photo by Tim May

Prize: $50, and a certificate

Prize: $25, and a certificate

Prize: $25, and a certificate





“ Squeakers”     by Roger Lubeck

 The yellow pavement dividers, still wet with morning mist, are an iridescence ribbon guiding you 
through the winding redwoods. You love these early morning drives. Some days you go as far as the coast. 
On the beach, you wear binoculars and pretend to watch for whales. Other times, like now, you find a 
secluded spot in the forest with space for two or three cars. A beat-up Subaru parked just off the road is a 
magnet for tourists visiting the big trees. The empty parked car suggests there is something for others to 
stop and see.  

 You choose a turn out with room for three cars. From the back seat, you pick up a small digital 
camera, binoculars, and a Giant’s baseball cap. Useful props. You check the buck knife on your belt. From 
under the front seat, you find the Colt 1911 your father brought back from France. The forty-five has real 
stopping power and you like the weight and feel of the older weapon. You chamber a round and make sure 
the safety is on before putting the pistol behind your back and under your jacket.  
 
 Walking to the highway, you stand at the edge of the pavement and glance both ways. Nothing in 
either direction. It is too early for tourists. Your only worry is a nosey sheriff. One look in the trunk and your 
hunting days would be over. You step back from the highway. The big trees dominate the smaller pines and 
ferns. It is cool in the shade of the redwoods.  You feel like you are one with the big trees; their deep roots 
hunger for moisture as their leafy tops search for the sun. You find comfort in their strength and longevity. 
You believe your secret will be safe with these silent guardians.  
 
 There is a path leading deeper into the forest.  You walk to the path. The dark, green forest beckons 
you. The smell of wet redwood and eucalyptus invades your senses. You should find a good place where you 
can be undisturbed. Maybe later, you think. Now, you need a place to sit. There are tree stumps and boulders 
everywhere. You sit on a rock. Let the game begin. 
 
 The first beams of sunlight break through the forest canopy and warms your face. You listen to the 
trucks and cars racing past. People going nowhere in a hurry. You wonder what it is like to live such ordinary 
lives.
 
 A German sedan pulls in and parks to the left of the Subaru. A woman alone. You slip behind the rock 
to watch. You can’t be sure of her age. She is smoking a cigarette. A definite strike against her. The window 
on the passenger side rolls down. Her face is framed in the open window. Short blond hair and bright red 
lips. She is older than you like, but not too old. Her eyes dart back and forth. She is cautious.
 
 A station wagon with fake wood on the sides pulls in on the other side of the Subaru. An older man 
and woman in get out followed by two boys. The woman has a cane. The boys appear to be under ten years 
of age. One of the boys runs to a redwood, pulls down his pants, and pees. The woman yells at the boy. The 
sedan backs out and leaves. The man walks to a different tree, and he pees, too.  When he is finished, they 
all climb back into the station wagon and leave. The woman in the German car seemed possible. Now she is 
gone. Your dislike of families has moved up a notch. 

 A VW van pulls off the highway and parks next to your car. There is a surf board on the roof of the van. 
A man in his early twenties gets out of the car. He is dressed like a hippie; wearing jean shorts and a tie-dyed 
shirt. He has a camera like yours. He looks in the Subaru and then around the forest until he sees you. 

 “Hello,” the hippie calls out. 



(“Squeakers” continued)

 He waves and you wave back.  He crosses the distance between the cars and you. He has a red 
bandana on his head; his long blonde hair is tied in a pony tail. Close up he seems younger than twenty.

 “Bird watching?” he asks.

 “Hoping to see a white deer.”   

 “Are you a hunter?”

 “Out of season.” You show him your camera. “You must not be local?”

 “I’m up from Los Angeles. Headed for Stinson Beach. Gonna try your northern waves.”

 “This time of year, the whales are bringing their calves north. There will be Great Whites in the water. 
You might want to try farther south.”

 “Where’s the adventure in that?”

 “Are you looking for danger?” you ask.

 The hippie takes a moment to consider the question and the questioner. You give him your hard look. 
He needs to leave. 

 “I’m looking for that perfect wave and a little peace, Brother.” He smiles, and gives you the peace sign. 
“I best be going.” He turns and walks toward the van.

 “Enjoy your life,” you offer. 

 Standing by the van, he takes several pictures of the big trees. The front license plate of the Subaru 
should be visible in one of the pictures. He steps away from the van and takes a picture of you. You touch 
your cap in a salute. He’s smart.  You like that. He waves as he drives off and you wave back. A squeaker, you 
say to yourself.   

 You lie back on the rock letting the morning light warm your face. No amount of heat will melt the 
cold hatred in your heart or quell the voices in your head. You wonder when you are famous, will the hippie 
show your picture to his friends and talk about the day he met a serial killer and managed to squeak by?       

Flyer Design by April green



Redwood Writer Contests 
 2016-2017

Prompt Contest 
• Launches Aug. 14, 2016
• Deadline to submit October 16, 2016
• Awards at Membership Meeting: December 11, 2016
• Chair: Jeanne Jusaitis

 Fan Fiction Contest 
• Launches Jan. 8, 2017
• Deadline to submit Feb. 22, 2017
• Awards at Membership Meeting April 9, 2017
• Chair: TBA

Screenwriting Contest 
• Launches May 21, 2017
• Deadline to submit July 2, 2017
• Awards at Membership Meeting Aug. 13, 2017
• Chair: Teresa LeYung-Ryan

Historical Fiction Contest
• Launches Sept. 10, 2017
• Deadline to submit Nov. 1, 2017
• Awards at Membership Meeting Dec. 10, 2017
• Chair: Dmitri Morningstar

Go to website for details and dates: www.redwoodwriters.org 
       Contests Coordinator – Natasha Yim 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org
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