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 Who better to give you the inside scoop on 

the publishing industry than an author who has 

managed not only to write 35 books in 36 years 

– but to get them published? Prolific author 

Janis Flores has gone from innocent novice to 

experienced veteran, and now she’s ready to 

share that journey with you. 

 Janis was initially published in 1976 with a 

Gothic suspense novel by Doubleday and 

Company. She became a member of Redwood 

Writers and had her debut speaking engagement 

with the club in 1976 when she was a first-time 

author. Now, 36 years later, she is one of the 

longest serving members in our branch and is 

celebrating the publication of her thirty-fifth 

book, Sweeter than Wine, by Musa Publishing. 

Her writing has included the following genres: 

historicals, family sagas, category romance and 

women’s contemporary mainstream. 

 Janis can be found on her website: 

www.janisflores.com or on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/jan.flores.5. 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE   

2 President’s Message 

3 Member in the Spotlight  

4 Feature Article: First Person by Karen 

Batchelor 

5 Poetry Place 

6 Sonoma County Book Festival  

7 Events Celebration  

8 Teaser Preview by Janis Flores 

9 Breaking News   

10-13 Announcements   

14-15 Extra, Extra, Read All About It!   

16 Journaling for Writers  

16 Submission Guidelines and Meeting Info 

17 Editor’s Corner, What Say You? 

 

September 9, 2012 Speaker  
Janis Flores 

 

36 Years, 35 Books, Five Agents & 

One Burst Bubble: 

What I’ve Learned as an Author from 

the Publishing Industry 
 

 

Writing–A Labor of LOVE 

 

When: Saturday, September 15, 2012, 1-3 p.m. 

Where: Rincon Valley Public Library, 6959 

Montecito Blvd., Santa Rosa 

Contact:  omr@redwoodwriters.org 

 

Emcee Tami Casias.  Sign up early.  First come, first 

read.  5 Minute reading time. Readings do not have 

to be related to theme.  Come enjoy afternoon of 

literary delights from Sonoma County authors. 

 

 

 

http://www.janisflores.com/
http://www.facebook.com/jan.flores.5
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  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Elaine Webster 
 

As my birth month, September is when I traditionally step back to 

take a bird’s eye view of my world. This year as I gaze outward, I see 

writers all around. And as in any organized flock there are tiers of branches, 

which serve as roosts for leaders, followers, renegades and lonesome doves. At the top of the order 

is the California Writers Club—our parent organization. It is from here that eagle eyes watch over 

us to insure against danger, protect from fraud, and give us a solid nesting ground on which to 

multiply our flock. Carrier pigeons brave the elements to bring the newly launched CWC Literary 

Review to your mailbox. With its inaugural issue, this quality publication has the potential to 

become a staple in the California Literary community. And Ray Malus the CWC membership 

database guru, developed the Member Record Management System (MRMS) to keep track of us all.  

The middle tier between Redwood Writers and the CWC is the NorCal Group that provides the 

Northern California branches a migratory place to meet. Every few months we wing our way to 

Oakland to squawk, cackle, sing, and tweet about our successes, challenges and goals. This year, the 

buzz is about the San Francisco Writers Conference where several branches will combine 

advertising dollars. Matching funds from CWC will allow us to purchase table space.  And from a 

prominently placed treetop we will crow about our writing clubs and strut our stuff for potential 

members.  

Then exciting news from that other wine country from over the mountain, Napa Valley, is that 

we will soon have another gaggle of geese with whom to share our love of good writing. Napa 

Valley Writers has almost met their six meeting requirement to become the newest CWC branch. 

How exciting that we are now surrounded by active branches in Marin, Mendocino and Napa. So 

put your thinking caps on and brainstorm ways we can collaborate—maybe take out a dual 

membership with one of our neighbors? 

The local branches are the grass roots of the organization. They supply the fodder that feeds our 

creativity, goodwill, and personal growth. They provide the foundation on which we build writing 

platforms and expand our libraries. Redwood Writers’ new series of workshops utilizes our 

members’ expertise to teach the rest of us new skills for improved craft. What began in 1909 as a 

series of informal literary salons has blossomed into a solid structure of “writers helping writers,” 

soon to be twenty branches up and down the Golden State. I am incredibly proud to be part of this 

writing revolution that is CWC and Redwood Writers. I hope you are too. 

 

 

A note from our president:  Please join me in congratulating Persia 

Woolley as our newest Emeritus member. The honor is normally bestowed on a 

retired member, but we all know that Persia is far from that status. However, the 

Board felt strongly about expressing our gratitude to this beautiful woman for all 

that she has done for Redwood Writers. We're honored to call her a friend and 

member. To read more about Persia, please visit her website at 

http://persiawoolley.com/ 

http://persiawoolley.com/
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Amber Lea Starfire 

 
A Life of Words:  

Writing, Editing, and Teaching 
 

By Kate Farrell  
 

Amber Lea Starfire began writing at age 

eight, inspired by the fairy tales and mysteries that 

excited her imagination. She moved on to Edgar 

Allen Poe by age nine, Greek mythology by ten, 

and Shakespeare and Dickens by twelve. 

Steeped in the classics and surrounded by 

books, her first writings were based on fairy tales, 

with castles, princes and princesses, and the 

familiar theme of three sons and their impossible 

tasks. As a teen and young adult, she wrote 

poetry. And she wrote in her little pink diary, 

capturing events, thoughts, and feelings. Even 

when she became a wife and young mother, 

Amber kept journaling. 

She discovered that journaling, in addition to 

being a cathartic process, is a place to play—a 

writer’s sandbox in which to explore ideas, and to 

develop character, scene, and dialogue. “You can 

write anything in your journal,” she says, “whine, 

draw, rant, or be creative—all without judgment 

or criticism.” 

In addition to writing, Amber enjoys creating 

art and music. “Perhaps it’s because they all need 

discipline and practice. And they inspire one 

another,” she says. For example, music helps her 

be sensitive to the lyricism of language, and her 

experience with photography results in more 

image-based writing—even when journaling.  

Having all these interests has made it difficult 

for her to focus on a single career.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, Amber has found balance through a 

combination of writing, editing, and teaching 

writing. While writing and editing are solitary 

labors, teaching provides vital contact with other 

writers. “There is nothing I love more than 

helping other writers tell their stories. Besides, I 

learn as much from teaching as from my own 

writing practice,” she says, laughing. 

Amber is currently writing a book length 

memoir, to be released in September 2013 

(Working title, A Mother Like Mine), completing 

her MFA in Creative Writing at University of San 

Francisco, and excited about a new publishing 

project with two other Redwood Writer members: 

an anthology of women’s memoirs of the 60s & 

70s. 

You may know Amber as the facilitator for 

the Author Support Group that meets before each 

Redwood Writers monthly meeting. She wanted 

to contribute to RW and saw the role as a good fit 

for her skills and schedule. After each meeting, 

she writes follow-up notes and sends them out to 

all members through the Yahoo group. 

On September 15th, Amber will present a 

workshop for Redwood Writers, “Journaling for 

Writers.”   

She’s eager to share journaling as a way to 

explore and experiment for writers of all genres, 

including poetry, fiction, memoir, and personal 

essay. She will present a number of different 

journaling techniques to help tap into writers’ 

creative processes, break through to new territory, 

and improve writing craft.  

Her recently published book, Week by Week: 

A Year’s Worth of Journaling Prompts and 

Meditations, will be available for purchase at the 

workshop. 

For Amber, writing, editing, and teaching are 

three legs of the tripod supporting her love of 

words.  

To learn more, visit her website: 

www.writingthroughlife.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER! 
 
The September general membership meeting 
will be held in Courtyard rooms 1 & 2 instead 
of the Empire Room. 
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Point of view refers to the character through 

which the reader experiences the story. The “right” 

point of view can strengthen your story, but the 

right point of view is not always clearly marked. 

Most likely, you and your siblings remember 

family events differently.  Whose view do you 

want to use?  

After choosing the character, we decide how 

she will tell this story. First person is the “I”  

narration. Second person is “you” (uncommon), 

and third person is he/she. Omniscient (all-

knowing) is also possible but more popular in older 

eras. Then the trick is to stay in that point of view. 

There are stories told from multiple points of view, 

but those are more complicated and generally are 

used in longer pieces. Here are the most common 

types of story-telling.  

First person: When I came home from work, I 

found the door unlocked and a mess in the kitchen.    

Third person: When Bob came home from 

work, he found the door unlocked and a mess in the 

kitchen. 

All points of view have positive and negative 

aspects. One advantage of first person is that we 

get an up-close look at the action. Detective novels 

often use the first person narrator with great 

success. The reader discovers clues along with the 

investigator. Another advantage is specifically for 

newer writers: First person helps the writer 

maintain point of view. We can only write what the 

narrator sees, hears, feels, thinks, and we don’t 

know the motivations of others except by how they 

are revealed through the narrator. 

Yet, we can still make mistakes.   

I slipped on the messy floor and couldn’t get 

up. Mary Lynn was at the supermarket, so she 

couldn’t help me. She cleaned the house before she 

left and would be upset when she returned. 

 

How do we know that Mary Lynn is at the  

supermarket? Did she leave a note? How do we 

know that she will be upset?  

These issues are relatively easy to solve: 

I wondered where Mary Lynn was. Maybe she 

was at the supermarket. 

Another potential problem with first person 

narrative: The I narrator can be overbearing and 

wear thin. When I started writing short fiction, I 

avoided first person completely. The first story I 

wrote with the “I” narrator was a personal 

challenge. I wanted to see if I could. Interestingly, 

that story was published in a literary magazine for 

pay.   

One way to reduce the “I” influence is to vary 

the sentence patterns. For example: I hurt my leg 

when I fell. I yelled for help. I couldn’t reach the 

phone.  

Maybe something like this instead: When I fell, 

I hurt my leg. The phone was too far away and 

yelling seemed pointless. What could I do? 

Another potential problem is that first person 

can confuse the author with the narrator, and the 

writer may be reluctant to change from fact to 

fiction.    

Your challenge: Write a first person story. Re-

write the same story in third person. 

 

Point of View: 

First Person 

 
Part of an occasional 

discussion on writing fiction 

 

 Karen Batchelor 

 

Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories, essays 

and professional articles. She is co-author of eight 

textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View College 

was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006. Her work has 

appeared in Sanskrit, The Contemporary West, Diverse 

Voices Quarterly, Career Education, Wide Open, CWC 

Literary Review, and other literary journals. She won an 

Honorable Mention in a Writers Digest Contest, and was a 

finalist in a Glimmer Train contest in 2008. She also won 

two online contests with wordsfordollars. 

. 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  In the Says You column of the 

August 2012 edition, Robert M. Shafer’s name 

was misspelled as Robert Shaver.  The Redwood 

Writer apologizes for the error.   

I'm reading Don Winslow's 2005 The Power of the 

Dog, an American agent’s 30-year fight against the 

Mexican drug lords. It's tough, gritty, and a beautiful 

depiction of modern hell. I'm writing my second in the 

series, The Hydra Effect, the story of an American 

woman living in El Narco's Mexico during ex-

President Calderon's war on drugs.- Anna 

Manwaring  
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Hunger 
—Linda L. Reid 

Without reason she holds onto hunger, 

      starving in the day,  

            emotional bones creaking to the night. 

 Red-heeled pumps tap a beat across the bar floor.  

who cares?  

When did the night not matter, a mind crossing 

harsh terrain? 

Slithers of sweat linger…a descent into stumble. 

He offered a damp rose of retreat, absent of smell. 

I cared.  

Truth isn’t always grand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cloudburst 
 — Karen Stern 

 

Looking meadow-ward this morning 

I see a scraggly remnant orchard tree 

transformed: 

Blooms bursting through buds’ green bounds 

create a cloudburst of color. 

In time pink petals will rain gently down  

Now it is enough to see 

pink cloud billowing   

midst wild mustard  

glowing in the field. 
 

 

Those Words I Heard 
—Robbi Bryant 

 

Your love for me, unending. 

At least that's what you said. 

You flattered then seduced me 

into your sticky web. 

The silky chains of your deceit,  

woven strands of glitzy words 

and empty-hearted whispers-- 

not what I thought I heard. 

You promised we would have the moon 

it's golden glow for lovers 

but trapped you kept me from your heart 

four buzzards now do hover. 

Afraid I am, the sun too hot 

The squawking loud and frightening 

Grief-soaked clouds, on the move, 

harbor thundering and lightning. 

I wait for your return, my love 

to save me from this starving 

but gone you are, with someone else 

you've left a hollow carving. 

Within my heart 

nothing now  

but yearning and decay 

and all those wispy lies you tell 

saved for another's day. 
 

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Poetry Place is now a regular feature in 

the newsletter.  Each month a poem or 

two will be selected to be printed in the 

newsletter. Poems will be chosen based 

on the space available. Send one poem 

per person. Use 12 point Times New 

Roman font. Shorter poems work best. 

Send poems as a Word document and 

email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions 

Editor. 

freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 

10
th
 of the month to be included in the 

following month’s issue. - Juanita 

Martin  
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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Redwood Reading Circle 

 

Date:    September 22, 2012 

Time:   10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Place:   Courthouse Square, Santa Rosa.   

Reading Circle at corner of 4th and Mendocino  
 

 

10:00-10:15 Attitude Help 5¢ 

MC Robbi Sommers Bryant 

Kay Miller and Joan Frentz on living a happy, 

healthy life in body, mind and spirit 

 

10:15-10:30 Dining With Authors 

Mona Mechling MC 

Arletta Dawdy, Huachuca Woman 

 

10:30-11:00 Napa Writers Network 

MC TBA 

Christina Julian, Barbara Toboni, Amber Lea 

Starfire, Denise DuBois, Patsy Ann Taylor 

 

11:00-11:30 Foot Notes 

MC Margaret Shapiro 

 

11:30-11:55 Redwood Writers’ Poets 

MC Juanita Martin 

Michelle Wing, Linda Reid, Frances Caballo, 

Fran Claggett, Lilith Rogers, Abby Bogomolny, 

& Juanita Martin  

 

12:00-12:15 Special Delivery 

MC Linda Reid 

Malena Eljumaily’s 10 minute play, Winner of 

the Audience Choice Best Play Redwood Writers 

10 Minute Play Festival Sixth Street Playhouse 

June 2012 
 

 

12:20-12:55 Sisters in Crime 

MC Linda Riebel PhD 

Diana Chambers, Stinger 

Ana Manwaring, The Hydra Effect: Zihuatanejo 

Andrew MacRae, Murder Misdirected 

Linda Riebel, The Lie Catcher in the Primate 

House  
 

1:00-2:15 Sonoma Squares 

MC Robert Digitale 

A serial Mystery set in Sonoma County 

     

2:15-2:55 Vintage Voices 

MC Arlene Miller 

Juanita Martin, Wild Flowers 

Brenda Bellinger, Fear of Flying 

Osha Hayden, New Eyes 

Deborah Taylor French, Darkness in Big Sur 

Abby Bogmolney, History 

Renelaine Pfister, Crab 

Ana Manwaring, Liminal Space 

Arlene Miller, Grammoir 

Mark Pavlichek, Mickey’s Blue Room 

 

3:00-3:10 It’s Beer O’clock 
Ken Weaver, The Northern California Craft 
Beer Guide 
 

3:10-3:20 Sneak Peek 
Gil Mansergh, The Marvelous Journals of 
Virginia Pettingill  
 

3:20-4:00 BAIPA/MC Sandy Baker 
 

 

Volunteer for Redwood Writers at the 

Sonoma County Book Festival! Sign up to 

man one of our booths for 1/2 hour-1 hour, 

or hand out fliers to encourage others to visit 

our booth. Contact Robbi Bryant 

rbryant224@att.net  
 

mailto:rbryant224@att.net
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If you didn’t attend the You, Live and in 

Person workshop by Amanda McTigue on 
August 4, 2012, you missed a wonderful 

treat! Those of us who attended received a 

goodie bag of tips on how to effectively 

speak and read in front of the microphone.  

The workshop was alive with laughter, tears, 

and a whole lot of work.  We also received 

some surprises, as you can see in the photo 

of Amanda and Julie Henig (the large 

picture on the bottom). 

 

Your mission, should you choose to accept 

it, is to create CAPTION to go with this 

picture for inclusion into The Redwood 

Writer Hall of Fame.   
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR caption here!  
 

 

.  

HOOTS AND HOLLERS FOR REDWOOD SALON! 

Julie                                                                                  Amanda  

We had another successful Redwood Salon, this 

time in Deborah Taylor-French’s lovely garden.  

Poetry bloomed like flowers, haiku danced on 

the fences, and everybody had a wonderful 

time!  
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with friends that I might have lost track of without 

these things, and I like finding out what fellow 

authors are involved in. But what I don’t enjoy is 

how much time I’m losing in actual writing.  

Part of my problem is that I haven’t learned 

to manage social media. But after all these years 

writing alone, it’s difficult to share real writing 

time with other entities that are demanding 

increasing attention. I know I’ll figure it out in the 

future, but right now, it’s incredibly frustrating, 

and—dare I say it?—unproductive.  

 I know there are other writers—some in this 

audience—who have the social media thing down 

pat. I envy them because they’ve been able to 

figure out a way to divide their time among 

demands. One thing I know is that I’d better 

figure out a way to do that myself. Otherwise, the 

four or five ideas I have for writing novels will 

just have to sit on the shelf—and I don’t mean on 

Shelfari.  

So, until we meet, here’s a Tweet for you:  

“Find out how wine is made, or read to your 

dog about Search & Rescue in my latest: Sweeter 

Than Wine tinyurl.com/JF-STW” 

Until September, 

Janis Flores 

www.janisflores.com 

www.tinyurl.com/JF-STW 

Jan.Flores@comcast.net 
 

I’ll be speaking to the Redwood Writers Club 

in September about how publishing has changed 

during my 36 years as an author in the industry. 

One of the subjects I know I’ll touch on is how 

the emergence of social media (Facebook, 

Twitter, LinkedIn, Tumblr, etc.) has made a 

difference in the way I write, and in how much I 

write. 

Back in the “old” days (and how I long for 

those days) the only thing I was responsible for 

was putting out a good book. I sat in my office 

(with my ever-patient dogs) and—would you 

believe it?—actually wrote. Hours and hours of 

writing by myself. It was glorious, and I loved it 

every minute. 

People say that writing is a solitary 

occupation, and it used to be true. I’ve always 

been fortunate because I have a home office that 

is actually an office. And I didn’t have children to 

worry about—just a husband. When I go into my 

office, I go there to work. At least, that’s the way 

it used to be. 

Computers are wonderful things. They’ve 

taken away a lot of the drudgery of writing—of 

typing a page, and having to re-type the whole 

thing because of a mistake in the middle, for 

example. And there’s no doubt that the Internet 

has made research incredibly easy and fast. 

Sometimes too easy and fast in my opinion, but 

that’s another topic. But with the Internet came 

email. At first only a few at a time. Then 

more…and more…and more, until sometimes 

when I log on I have 200 emails to go through 

before I can even get started on actual work. 

Then came personal websites, and Facebook, 

and Twitter, and the others I mentioned, each one 

taking more and more time away from writing. 

Don’t get me wrong—I enjoy keeping in touch 

 

“Teaser” Preview  
36 Years, 35 Books… 

 
Janis Flores 

 

 

I just read A Time of Gifts: On Foot to 

Constantinople: From the Hook of Holland to the 

Middle Danube by Patrick Leigh Fermor. 

Excellent, especially if you like history. If you 

don't use an e-reader with a built in dictionary, 

keep a dictionary handy. I have started reading 

The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Hidden Inheritance 

by Edmund de Waal.- Mary Ames Mitchell 

I am now writing and transcribing, in 

collaboration with my cousin Elizabeth Ames, a 

compilation of our grandmother's letters to her 

first cousin from the time they were fifteen to 

four months before our grandmother's suicide, 

1910 to 1965. The working title is Dear Betty, 

Love, Edith.- Mary Ames Mitchell 
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The San Anselmo Patch published my story, “Alone for the Day” in their August 17, 2012 

online paper.  The August 16 edition has an interview with me regarding my short stories.  

They will also be publishing four of them. These are the short stories based on the sheriff's 

calls section of the Point Reyes Light. Go to http://sananselmofairfax.patch.com.  Under the 

News tab, click Arts, and you will find my story. -Susanna Solomon 

 

Accidental Seal was released June 19th and has been in the top 100 on Amazon 

Kindle for Romantic Suspense for 6 weeks in a row, selling over 3500 books in 

that length of time. In addition, the short, SEAL Encounter has sold almost 

2000 copies. Heavenly Lover went to #1 in Fantasy Romance in June and held 

that position for 3 days, with 11,200 free downloads in just 5 days. The total 

combined free downloads since the first of June has been somewhere in excess 

of 16,000 for all my books. –Sharon Hamilton  

 

 

I tied for third place in the 2012 Public Safety Writers' Association Writing Contest in the 

category of "unpublished novel" for Probable Cause. The book has since been renamed Of 

Force or Fear and published by Amazon.com. – Thonie Hevron  

 

 

I am pleased to announce that I was awarded “Best Nonfiction, Gift Category” and “Best 

Book Design, second place” for Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: Insight and Inspiration for a 

Wonderful Life in the Northern California Publishers & Authors association’s 2012 Book 

Awards. I am working on my next project, Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On Cats, for which I 

am seeking true cat stories- Margie Yee Webb 

 

A video of me talking about my children's books is now out. If you so desire, please share 

it  with others, especially parents, grandparents, teachers, librarians, Home School 

organizations, Directors of foster care and adoption agencies, children's publishers, 

children's agents, Oprah, Ellen, etc. Please view my video on my Facebook fan page 

http://www.facebook.com/DiannaLGrayerPhdMft. - Dianna L. Grayer, Ph.D., MFT 

 

I was recently interviewed by Laura McCutcheon of Sonoma West Publishing Changing 

Hurt to Hope. The story appeared in the August 8 edition of the Windsor Times, 

Healdsburg Tribune and Sonoma West Times, under the headline, “Literary Campaign 

Seeks Writers to Speak Out Against Domestic Violence.” There are about four paragraphs 

of fairly extensive quotes from me – pretty cool! –Michelle Wing 

 

My new children's book Sacajawea of the Shoshone, a biography of Sacajawea, the 

Shoshone teenager who travelled the West with Lewis and Clark (ages 9-13), will be 

released by Goosebottom Books in October. I'll be reading excerpts from the book and 

talking about her incredible story at the Sonoma County Book Festival. To listen audio 

excerpt, and for more information on other works in progress, please visit: 

http://www.natashayim.com/books/sacajawea-of-the-shoshone 

http://www.facebook.com/DiannaLGrayerPhdMft.
http://www.natashayim.com/books/sacajawea-of-the-shoshone
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Redwood Writers 2012 Mystery Short Story Contest 

This contest is open to writers living in counties of Sonoma, Marin, Napa, 

Mendocino, Lake, and Solano. The deadline is midnight September 15, 

2012. Maximum 2000 words. Unpublished work only. Email submissions to 

dtfwriter@gmail.com. Contest fee is $12 nonmembers and $8 CWC 

members via Paypal. The address for snail mail checks will be provided at a 

later date. Prizes will be awarded at the November 11, 2012 Membership 

meeting.  Deborah Taylor-French is the Contest Chair. Judges are Rhys 

Bowen, Shelley Singer and Kelli Stanley.   
 

 

Stop the BLUES from Stealing December! 
 

Diane H. Davis invites you and a friend to attend a get-together sponsored by the 

Community Outreach Program of Davis Publishing (www.davis-publishing.biz) on 

Sunday, September 23
rd

, from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. Don’t let seasonal changes get you 

down this year – identify them, beat them. Learn proactive strategies. The team rate 

of $15 (normally $10/person) is one of the strategies – friends! And if you  bring 

another friend, it’s still only $15, and it includes refreshments and a copy of Stop 

the Blues from Stealing December. Call Diane (707-664-8656) to register and get 

directions. Make time for fun and friends – and beat the blues!  
 

 
 

Date:  September 20, 2012  

Time: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Place: Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 

Cost:  $15 at the door 

Finding Your Voice on the Page: Voice is a powerful and sometimes mysterious aspect of memoir 

writing. This week we are going to explore the importance and effect of voice in varied types of memoir 

writing and look at different ways of discovering one's voice. 

Ianthe Brautigan-Swensen's You Can’t Catch Death (St. Martins Press) has been translated into Swedish, 

German, and Russian, as well as, being optioned by a major motion picture company. Her work has been 

published in Confrontation, The Antioch Review, and other publications, and she teaches at Sonoma State 

University in Hutchins School of Liberal Studies, and at Santa Rosa Junior College. She has an MFA in 

Creative Writing from San Francisco State University.  

 

 

http://www.davis-publishing.biz/


The Redwood Writer   11 

 

 
 

Linda L Reid invites you to a class she is teaching designed for OLLI 

(Osher Life Long Learning Institute at SSU) Go to the following link for 

more information to sign up: http://www.sonoma.edu/exed/olli/index.html. 

Fee is $80 

 

In what way were artists affected by the cultural events of their day? How 

were the aesthetics changed? What Art Movements developed?  Works of 

over 90 artists will be reviewed, and you will come away with a new 

understanding of what drove the aesthetic values in our own backyard. 

 
 

 
 

Monday, September 10,  2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

 
Tuesday, September 25, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 
 

Drop in or make reservations to sit with a particular 

author. Five authors will dine with the general public 

and read from their books. info@jeaneslone.com 

 

  

 

The YWCA invites Sonoma County writers to address domestic 

violence issues in poetry, flash fiction and memoir for October 2012’s 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Authors and poets are free to 

explore the topic from many perspectives.  The topic is wide open, and 

we encourage creative responses. 

 

Flash fiction and memoir pieces should not exceed 1000 words. Up to 

three poems may be submitted, but the total number of pages of poetry 

shall not exceed three.  Entries should be in Times New Roman, 12 

point, double-spaced. Poetry may be single spaced. Please submit 

electronically in a Word document, sending to the following address: 

wingpoet@gmail.com. Include author’s name, address, phone number, 

and e-mail address, as well as a 50-word writer’s autobiographical 

statement. The deadline is Sept. 15, 2012 

 

For more information on domestic violence issues, please visit 

www.ywca.org/sonomacounty.   

 

 
 

http://www.sonoma.edu/exed/olli/index.html
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
mailto:wingpoet@gmail.com
http://www.ywca.org/sonomacounty
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The deadline is 5:00 p.m. on October 15, 2012.  Residents of Sonoma, Napa, Marin, Solano, Lake and 

Mendocino counties are eligible to enter.  Awards will be presented at a special ceremony at the 

December 9, 2012 Redwood Writers general membership meeting, with the following prizes:  

 

 First Place-Ten page manuscript critique by literary agent Karen Grencik of Red Fox Literary 

Agency (www.redfoxliterary.com) & $100 

 Second Place-$75 and a signed copy of Deborah Halverson’s Writing Young Adult Fiction for 

Dummies 

 Third Place- $25 and a signed copy of Jody Gehrman’s YA novel Babe in Boyland 

 

For fees and guidelines, go to the “Contests” tab at http://redwoodwriters.org.  Go to page 11 for the first 

judge profile!  

Norma Smith Davis 

Margie Yee Webb 

Sue Hultberg 

Ramona Fillman 

Elizabeth Fuller and I write jointly, now in our 51st year 

as mates & collaborators. Our entire professional life has 

been theatre, both writing and performing, but since 

publishing our memoir last year we're diving into prose. 

First novel Realists now being circulated, and in second 

draft of the next, Galahad's Fool, with various short 

stories squirting out the apertures.- Conrad Bishop 
 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website Redwoodwriters.org. 

 

To go to the online mall with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 

Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores:  

 

 Scroll down on the left column and click on the eScrip on-line mall link 

 Click the "Add" button at the top right, then click the "Next" button 

 Click the orange "Shop Now" button on the left 

 

You don't have to be a registered eScrip user and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order from 

1,000 name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part. 
 

 

 
WORDPRESS BOOTCAMP TRAINING CLASS 

 

Linda Lee , Redwood Writers own webmaster, is offering all CWC Redwood Writers members a 

discount for her WordPress Boot Camp training class.  The class will take place on Sept 8, 2012, 9-12:30 

at the San Dominico School in San Anselmo.  The class is $99 for CWC Redwood members only.  For 

details and to purchase, please go to http://www.selfpubbootcamp.com/ 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.selfpubbootcamp.com/


The Redwood Writer   13 

AUTHOR SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 
 

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin County. After 

college, she worked for several California law enforcement agencies. She retired after 35 

years and uses her experience to write thrillers based on the rich and textured life of the 

people behind the badge. Read more at http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Amber Lea Starfire writes fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and is a 

freelance editor and a publisher. She has an M.A. from Stanford University in Design & 

Development of Educational Programs as well as a B.S. from University of San Francisco 

in Organizational Behavior. Her mission is to empower others to make meaning of their 

lives, achieve their creative and expressive potentials, and tell their stories, by helping 

them access their inner wisdom and creative power through the act of writing. Contact 

Amber at http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact 

 

 

Margie Yee Web, author of Mulan’s Mindful Musings: 

Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life, is seeking true 

cat stories for her next book, Not Your Mother's Book…On 

Cats (NYMB), a new anthology for a new century from 

Publishing Syndicate. On Cats, On Travel, and On Writing 

are some of the nearly 40 titles accepting stories. For 

submission guidelines and story deadlines, please visit  

http://publishingsyndicate.com/publishing_syndicate/submi

ssions/nymb_submit_guidelines.html  
 

I’m reading Jane Mendelsohn’s dreamlike I was Amelia 

Earhart juxtaposed with Juliane Koepcke’s heroic, true 

sole-survivor story, When I fell from the sky; Bill Pronzini’s 

comedy-of-errors western, The last days of Horse-Shy 

Halloran; Dancing with the velvet lizard, often ironic 

science fiction stories by Bruce Golden; Minding 

Frankie—Maeve Binchey’s fictional Ireland never 

disappoints me. —Jennie Frost Butler 

 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com/
http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact
http://publishingsyndicate.com/publishing_syndicate/submissions/nymb_submit_guidelines.html
http://publishingsyndicate.com/publishing_syndicate/submissions/nymb_submit_guidelines.html
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Young Adult Fiction Contest 2012 
 

A Conversation with Deborah Halverson 

 
By Natasha Yim 

 
YA Fiction Writing contest judge Deborah 

Halverson is the author of the award-winning teen 

novels Honk If You Hate Me (Delacorte, Random 

House) and Big Mouth (Delacorte, Random House). 

Her guide book for writing young adult fiction, 

Writing Young Adult Fiction For Dummies (Wiley 

Publishing) was released in 2011. Deborah was also 

a former editor with Harcourt Children’s Books 

(now Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) where she 

acquired and edited everything from picture books 

to young adult novels, was the editor of their 

Voyager Books paperback imprint, and handled 

movie tie-ins. 

Deborah was recently a keynote speaker at the 

SCBWI (Society of Children’s Book Writers and 

Illustrators) annual summer conference in Los 

Angeles. In this month’s newsletter, she takes some 

time out of her very busy schedule to share a few 

thoughts with contest chair Natasha Yim about her 

writing process, the current and upcoming trends in 

the YA market, her #1 tip for aspiring writers, and 

how she manages all this while taking care of her 

triplet seven year old sons.  

Natasha:  Have you always wanted to   write? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Deborah: I have always wanted to write 

novels—but I didn’t reveal that dream to anyone 

until I sold my first manuscript, Honk If You Hate 

Me. I didn’t want to be someone who forever talked 

about writing a book but never actually did it. I 

didn’t even know if I could do it. One day I decided 

to find out if I did have what it takes—the ideas, the 

ability, and, perhaps most important of all, the 

discipline to be a Writer. I plopped myself down 

and just started typing: “The wrinkled checker kept 

looking up at me.” So begins Honk If You Hate Me. 

Natasha: What is your writing process? 

Deborah: Because my triplet sons are 

wonderful nappers, I can write while they nap and 

after they go to bed at night. Of course, I’m always 

thinking about my stories, but because my actual 

writing time is limited by my trio’s sleep cycles, I 

am very purposeful about putting the words on the 

page—as soon as the third boy is in bed, I drop into 

my chair and start typing. I don’t even wait for the 

ideas to flow, I just let my fingers start tapping keys 

and see what happens from there. After all, the boys 

will be awake soon! 

Natasha: What sparked the idea for Honk If 

You Hate Me? 

Deborah: In 1987, eighteen-month-old “Baby 

Jessica” got the nation’s attention when she slipped 

into an 8-inch-wide pipe. Since then, news crews 

have regularly hunted down Jessica McClure for 

various “Where Are They Now?” segments, and a 

TV movie was made about her rescue. I’ve always 

wondered how strange it would be to be famous 

your entire life for something you did as a small 

child—an age when no one is particularly aware of 

what they’re doing. What does tattooing have to do 

with all this? Nothing, I just couldn’t resist setting a 

story in the world of tattoo, a subculture that at once 

alienates itself and demands attention, all while 

welcoming anyone who has an open mind. What a 

wonderful setting for the story of a girl desperate to 

hide from a world that won’t take its eyes off of her. 
                                                   
                                                                                        Continued next page 
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Natasha: You are also a freelance editor and 

writing instructor. Do you have any advice for 

aspiring writers? 

Deborah: Editors often find themselves telling 

young writers, “Show, don’t tell.” My advice to 

aspiring writers is a kissing cousin to that 

philosophy: “Do, don’t talk.” Whether you call it 

writing or storytelling or simply “typing,” sit down 

and do it. Even the best ideas are nothing without 

the doing. I learned that firsthand. Let your fingers 

start tapping keys and see what happens. You never 

know, you might just be writing the opening line of 

your first published book. 

 

  

plays have been performed in venues around Northern 

California, Los Angeles, and Sydney, Australia. Her picture 

book biography, Cixi, The Dragon Empress, was released by 

Goosebottom Books (www.goosebottombooks.com) in fall 

2011. Natasha’s upcoming books, Sacajawea of the Shoshone 

(Goosebottom Books) is due out in fall 2012, and Goldy Luck 

and the Three Pandas (Charlesbridge Publishing) is slated for 

a January 2014 release. 

 

 

Sonoma Squares Murder Mystery  

Authors to read at the  

Sonoma County Book Festival 

 
by Linda C. McCabe  

 

Redwood Writers member and Press Democrat 

reporter, Robert Digitale, was the mastermind of the 

Sonoma Squares Murder Mystery Series.  Sixteen 

chapters were written by sixteen separate writers, 

including Redwood Writers members Ana 

Manwaring, Charles Markee and Linda C. McCabe.  

This series appeared in serial installments online at 

the Digitale Stories blog on the Press Democrat.com 

website and also appeared in the newspaper's print 

edition.  

On Saturday, September 22, the Sonoma 

Squares Murder Mystery will be read aloud at the 

Redwood Writers Stage from 1-2:15 pm at the 

Sonoma County Book Festival held in Courthouse 

Square in downtown Santa Rosa. The chapters will 

be read by their contributing authors, along with a 

few guest readers.  Please come and show your 

support for this fun and fast-paced literary project.   

The Sonoma Squares Murder Mystery is 

available as a free ebook on Smashwords.com  at 

http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/177328 or 

go to Amazon and buy a copy for 0.99 cents 

Amazon at: http://www.amazon.com/Sonoma-

Squares-Murder-Mystery-ebook/dp/B008GGVKIG  
 

 
 

 

Contest Chair – Natasha Yim 

Natasha Yim is an author, freelance 

writer, and playwright. Her picture book, 

Otto’s Rainy Day (Charlesbridge 

Publishing) was a Kids’ Pick of the Lists 

selection. She has published articles in 

Highlights for Children, Appleseeds, and 

Faces magazines, and her ten minute  

I'm reading "An Extraordinary Life" by Bradford 

Washburn. Bradford Washburn climbed Denali 

(Mt. McKinley) in the 30's, was a phenomenal 

mountain photographer, cartographer and ran 

Boston's Museum of Science for 40 years. -

Susanna Van Leuven 

The author launch will be at the October 14, 2012 general membership meeting from  3-5 p.m.. All guests 

are free! Jeane Slone will emcee the event.  Look for a wonderful flyer from our Publicity Chair Michelle 

Wing!  Line-up of participants:  

 

 
 Natsha Carter:  Sacajawea of the Shoshone 

Arlene Miller:  Correct Me if I'm Wrong 

Catherine Farrell: Wisdom has a Voice 

Jennie Orvino: Poetry, Politics and Passion 

Amber Starfire: Week by Week 

Amanda McTigue: Going to Solace 

Patricia V. Davis:  The Diva Doctrine 

David Ramirez:  The C-Factor 

Lilith Rogers:   Liza the Dancing Bear 

Diane H. Davis:  Life Should Make you 

Smile 

Juanita Martin:  The Lighthouse Beckons 

http://goosebottombooks.com/site/
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/177328
http://www.amazon.com/Sonoma-Squares-Murder-Mystery-ebook/dp/B008GGVKIG
http://www.amazon.com/Sonoma-Squares-Murder-Mystery-ebook/dp/B008GGVKIG
http://redwoodwriters.org/contests/young-adult-fiction-writing-contest-2012-2/


The Redwood Writer   16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journaling for Writers 
A Workshop on Developing Your Craft 

 

Date:  Saturday, September 15, 2012 

Time: 9:30 am–1:30 pm 

Place: Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa 

            2777 4
th

 Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405  

Price: $25 members, $35 non-members 

 

Presented by Amber Lea Starfire 
 

 
 

Have you ever wondered if keeping a journal 

is for you, or what journaling has to offer writers? 

In this four-hour September workshop, 

beginning and advanced writers alike will learn 

powerful and effective journaling techniques to 

enhance their writing skills. You will learn and 

practice journaling methods to help develop 

strong settings, create dynamic characters, 

enhance sensory descriptions, and reflect on 

meaning and theme in your work. 

During the workshop, Amber Lea Starfire 

will employ a combination of lecture and 

demonstration, in-class exercises, and group 

discussions. 

Topics Include: 

 Why journaling techniques work and 

when to use them 

 Creative Clustering 

 Dialogues & Monologues 

 Letters 

 Interviewing characters 

 Crazy-long Lists 

 Captured Moments 

 What-if’s and Sentence Starters 
 

 

 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email 

submissions to Susan Littlefield at 

editor@redwoodwriters.org 

 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita 

Martin at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. 75 words or less 

and please include a picture.   

 

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. 

 

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related.  Please include your picture and 

details about your class or event.  

 

Submissions are now open for Why I Write and 

What I’m Reading.  Please keep word count to 

60 words or less.  Pieces will be published as 

space permits.  
 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 
 

General membership meetings are held the 

second Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 

p.m. in the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 

4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

 

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  

 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

   

At the last meeting, Nina Amir talked about 

how to write a pitch in 50 words or less, which 

can be used when you speak with an agent or you 

write a query letter.  Though I can’t quote Nina 

verbatim, she said something to the effect of,  

“pitch like you want the batter to hit the ball.  

You want that other person on your team, so you 

have to pitch like you want a home run.”   

Since I am not a good softball player, and an 

even worse pitcher, I wonder what it takes to 

learn how to write a winning pitch for my novel.  

Well, like anything else, I must practice until I get 

that pitch just right.  According to Nina, these are 

the essentials to writing a home-run pitch in 50 

words or less:  

 

 Introduce main character(s) 

 Introduce something interesting about the 

main character(s) 

 Introduce the inciting incident  

 Introduce the hook/plot 

 Explain stakes and complications 

 Give a desirable unclear wrap-up.  

 

This month, our question is a bit different.  I 

don’t want one sentence only, I want your pitch in 

50 words or less using the elements above.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Littlefield  

Redwood Writer Editor   

 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Member in the Spotlight 

Editor: 

Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Jeanne Miller 

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

 

 

 
In one short (or 

sometimes long) 

creative sentence.  

 
 

This month, I received one answer for What Say 

You, but it speaks volumes.    As one dedicated 

member said… 

 

“My favorite venue?--The Redwood Writer, of 

course!”- Elaine Webster.  

 

 

Question for 

August:  What is 

your favorite venue 

for sharing your 

canvas of words?  

 

 

Question for September:  I’m your 

winning agent.  Give me your pitch in 

50 words or less.  GO!  

Thank you Osha, Jeanne, Juanita, and Mona for all 

your hard work on The Redwood Writer! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 9:  General Membership Meeting, and   

Awards for winning Science Fiction Stories. 
 

September 15: Journaling Workshop, Odd Month 

Reading  

 

Got to www.redwoodwriter.org for information on 

more upcoming events!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Help a child learn to read! 

Volunteer today for Schools of Hope! 

 
Volunteer as a Schools of Hope literacy tutor and 

make a difference in a child's life in as little as 

one hour a week. Schools of Hope is an early 

intervention program for children who are 

struggling with reading by focusing on one-to-one 

tutoring. 

 

Learn more or register for an orientation at 

www.unitedwaywinecountry.org/sohsonoma. 

Contact Gretchen Werner at the Volunteer Center 

for more information about volunteering with 

Schools of Hope at 707.573.3399 x121 or 

gwerner@volunteernow.org. 
 

http://www.redwoodwriter.org/
http://www.unitedwaywinecountry.org/sohsonoma
mailto:gwerner@volunteernow.org

