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Get ready for a whirlwind of information from three experts, Robbi Sommers Bryant, Susan Gunter, and Jeanne Jusaitis. They will 
discuss topics including how to compose a compelling first page of your book, tips for beginning your memoir or autobiography, as 
well as the benefits of joining a critique group for your writing. Join us for this comprehensive discussion and absorb the wisdom of 
three literary professionals!

Your First Page  with Robbi Sommers Bryant

Do you hook your reader in paragraph one of your story? Is it impossible for them to put your book down? If not, Robbi will give you 
five easy steps to achieving a tight, well-edited, and compelling first page. After a review of key literary elements, we will practice 
writing captivating and intriguing first pages.

Memoir or Autobiography? What’s the Difference?  with Susan Gunter

“The world is full of signs and wonders that come, and go, and if you are lucky you might be alive to see them.”
                       --Helen MacDonald, H Is for Hawk.  

And write them. Memoir and autobiography are two ways to tell others what you have seen. Memoir looks at emotional truth about 
one section of one’s life; it can seem like fiction--but it isn’t. The autobiography is a history of one’s life, a factual chronology of the 
passage from youth to old age. Think of an orange and an orange section: one is a whole, the other is part of a whole that still adheres. 
We will look at samples of both genres and talk about how they work.

Critique Groups: What, Why, and How with Jeanne Jusaitis

This session will answer questions concerning the “how” and the “why” of critique groups. What do they do? Why would you join one? 
Where could you find one?  A variety of types of groups and procedures will be explored, as well as suggestions for building trust.
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Robbi Sommers Bryant

Robbi Sommers Bryant has been editing professionally since 2011. She has 
been published traditionally, and her self-published books were also reissued 
by a publisher. Her award-winning books include a novella, 4 novels, 5 short 
story collections, and 1 book of poetry. Published in international magazines 
including Readers Digest, Redbook, and Penthouse, Robbi’s writing can also 
be found in college textbooks and anthologies. Her work was optioned twice 
for television’s Movie of the Week. Past president of Redwood Writers, she 
currently serves as vice president. Her focus is developmental, content, and 
copy editing. She offers a free 10-page edit to potential clients. 

Susan E. Gunter

Susan E. Gunter, Ph.D. is a Professor of English Emerita with thirty years’ 
experience teaching literature and writing. Her biography of William James’s 
wife, Alice, Alice in Jamesland, was praised by Colm Toibin in the 13 June 
2009 edition of New York Review of Books in an 8-page review. She published 
two editions of Henry James’s letters (to powerful women and to four of 
his younger lovers), as well as many essays and poems in journals around 
the country. She held two Fulbright senior lectureships, one in Bulgaria and 
one in Montenegro. In 2004-2005, she was a fellow in American literature at 
Harvard’s Houghton Library. In 2016 her poem, Counterpoint for Ella, won 
fifth place in the Writer’s Digest National Contest. 

Jeanne Jusaitis

Jeanne Jusaitis has an MA in Education, and lives in Petaluma, California 
where she was a teacher for 33 years. She has been involved in various writing 
groups since the inception of the California Writing Project. JL Jusaitis is the 
author of two children’s books: Journey to Anderswelt and Lilah Dill and the 
Magic Kit. A sequel to Journey to Anderswelt will be coming out in 2017. 
Her poems and stories are published in ten anthologies, including several 
Redwood Writer Anthologies. In 2016, she was awarded first prize in the 
Redwood Writer Steampunk contest. 
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