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The Redwood Writers Salute Our Members and their 2009 Books! 
 

                       
Ellen Boneparth                                                                         Kate Farrell                                                                 

                                 
Stefanie Freele                                                                     Jeanne Miller         

                 
Pamela Pizzimenti                       Linda Loveland Reid              Mark Sloan, M.D         

.                         
Jeanne Slone                                Tyler Stanley                             The Redwood Writers 
 

writers helping writers 
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Upcoming Events 
 

December 6 - Redwood Writers Meeting 3-5 PM at Copperfield's Books 2316 Montgomery Dr, Santa Rosa, CA 
- (707) 578-8938   We ask for a small fee of $3 from members and $5 from non-members to cover the costs of 
speaker fees and light refreshments.  

Our speaker will be Janis Bell 

Final Edit: A Discussion of the Grammar and Punctuation Questions That 
Even Good Writers Ask 

Is it who or whom, which or that, if or whether, more important or more 
importantly? Do I need a comma here? Single quotes or double? Does a period 
ever belong outside closing quotes? 

Janis Bell, author of Clean, Well-lighted Sentences, has been teaching writing 
for more than three decades, really knows her topic, and loves to talk about it. At 
our December meeting she'll be explaining some of the issues in her book and 
answering questions from our members. This event will be informative and lively, 
practical and entertaining -- not your usual English class!  

For more info on Janis and her book, visit her website at www.janisbell.com. (To hear her singing a sexy grammar 
tango, have your speakers on when you arrive at the site.) 

 
December 8 - The Writer’s' Bloc: Carold Sklenicka  7 PM Sebastopol Copperfield’s Books 
Raymond Carver: A Writer's Life - Ten years in the making, local writer Sklenicka's Raymond Carver, offers a 
generous and wise portrait, of the beloved American writer. Sklenicka shows how Carver's quintessentially American 
life fostered the stories that knowing readers have cherished from their first publication until the present day. 

 
 

December 9 - Redwood Salon, 6:30-9:00 pm   
Toast the Season with your best December stories (poems, too).  For directions and reading sign-
ups please RSVP (Please mention if you will participate on the refreshments committee)  RSVP 
programs@redwoodwriters.org 

Bah-humbugs need not apply!  Readings are 5 minutes  
 

 
Our first meeting of 2010 – January 10  3-5 PM at Copperfield's Books 2316 
Montgomery Dr, Santa Rosa, CA - (707) 578-8938 We ask for a small fee of $3 from members 
and $5 from non-members to cover the costs of speaker fees and light refreshments. 
 
Our speaker will be Sheldon Siegel. www.sheldonsiegel.com A native of Chicago, Sheldon 
Siegel earned his undergraduate degree from the University of Illinois in 1976 and graduated 
from the Boalt Hall School of Law at the University of California at Berkeley in 1983. He has 
been in private practice in San Francisco for over twenty years and specializes in corporate and 
securities law with the firm of Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP. Judgment Day is the 
sixth novel in his series of critically acclaimed, best-selling courtroom dramas featuring San 

Francisco criminal defense attorneys Mike Daley and Rosie Fernandez. His books have sold millions of copies 
worldwide and have been translated into eight languages. 
 
 
January  24 -Sonoma Country Library Foundation Fundraiser - Harry Reid's new play, The Diary, 
will be presented on Sunday, 2:00, at the Forum Room at the Santa Rosa Library. Ticket $35; for 2 $60. For more 
information and reservations call Charlene Bunas at 576-7079 cngbunas@sbcglobal.net. 
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The Craft of Writing: 
A Series of Revision Workshops 

Presented by the Redwood Branch of the California Writers Club 
"writers helping writers" 
 
All workshops held at the Petaluma Senior Center, 211 Novak Drive, Petaluma  

10:00 am to 12:30 pm.  
Pre-registration is recommended. 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/workshops2010.html for PayPal registration or 
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/editing2010.pdf to print out a registration form 
 
January 23, 2010 - Write Tight(ly) 
10-10:50   Overview: What is tight writing? Why is it important? 
                  How can we achieve this? Examples.                                      
                   Presenter: Jeanne Miller 
 
11:10-12:30  Write Tight(ly) workshop 
                       Brief review of tight writing and how to achieve it 
                       Workshop/exercises. 
                        Presenter: Jean Hegland 
 
January 30, 2010 - Create Tension 
10:00-10:50 Overview: Examples of tension. Why is it important?  
                     How can we achieve tension? 
                     Presenter:  Ransom Stephens 
 
11:10-12:30  Create Tension workshop 
                       Brief review of tension and how to create it.                   
                       Workshop/exercises on creating tension. 
                      Presenter:  Stefanie Freele 
 
Saturday, February 6, 2010 - End It Right 
10:00-10:50 Overview:  What is the right place to end? Not too soon or too late.  
                    Why is this important? Examples of endings. 
                    Presenter:  Ana Manwaring 
 
11:10-12:30  End It Right workshop 
                      Brief review of right places/ways to end a story. 
                      Workshop/exercises on ending a story.                  
                      Presenter:  Becca Lawton 
 
Member Price: $22/workshop or $60/all  Nonmember Price: $25/workshop or $70/all 
 
The first 10 people to sign up for the complete series will receive a free editing consultation – five 
double-spaced pages. 
 
The first 40 people to sign up for the complete series will also receive a copy of Make a Scene by 
Jordan Rosenfeld. 
 
Thank you to many of our local donors for their support of Sonoma County’s literary arts. 
Redwood Writers, a branch of the California Writers Club, is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  
Donations for our workshop series are gratefully accepted at http://www.redwoodwriters.org/ - just scroll down and 
click on the ‘Donate’ button. 
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Classes and Workshops Offered by Our Members! 
Jumpstart Writing - Marlene Cullen leads a series of writing workshops using inspirational prompts to develop 
writing.  The Tuesday morning workshops start December 1 and run through December 22 at the Petaluma 
Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd.  Register online:   http://activenet6.active.com/petalumarec/ 
 
Using sparks as prompts for a jumping-off point to encourage and inspire writing, which can lead to important self-
discoveries, and can develop into novels, memoirs, poems, or short stories. Bring a notebook and fast moving pen.  
Call 778-4380 or visit www.thewritespot.us for more information. 

~*~ 
From Editing to Submission with Stefanie Freele - In a final piece of polished writing, every word bears weight. 
This class is open to fiction and non-fiction writers interested in completing short projects and preparing them to submit 
for publication. In a relaxed and supportive atmosphere students will fine-tune their writing by strengthening weak 
spots. Freele's goal is to help writers get past that "it's almost done" hurdle toward finished pieces. Students will 
workshop short prose as a group by reading and gently but astutely responding with feedback to others. Suggestions 
for appropriate markets will be discussed, as will the logistics of submission: cover letters and submission logs.  
 
Requirements: Participants should have a few prose pieces in mind to workshop. Sense of humor mandatory. Class 
is held every other week to work on projects in-between. 
 
Stefanie Freele is the Sonoma County author of the short story collection, Feeding Strays, published by Lost Horse 
Press (2009). She will be the 2010-2011 Healdsburg Literary Laureate. Her recent and forthcoming work can be found 
in Glimmer Train, American Literary Review, Night Train, The Pedestal Magazine, Necessary Fiction, and Literary 
Mama .  
 
3 Week session $75  
9-11am Every other Wednesdays in December (December: 2,16,30)  
Location: Plaza Arts Center – Healdsburg  www.plazaartscenter.org 
Contact: Stefanie@stefaniefreele.com  www.stefaniefreele.com 

~*~ 
Wisdom Has A Voice: Daughters Remember Mothers  3- Hour Memoir Workshop about Mothers 

Saturday, January 23, 2010  * 9:00 am – Noon   The Sitting Room 170 East Cotati Ave., Cotati 

Cost $35.00 * Limited to 12 participants (women only) 

Gather your thoughts about mother into memories and memoir into truth 

Discover the hidden legacies of daughter-mother wisdom 

Leave with a keepsake memoir of your mother 

Workshop Leaders: 
Kate Farrell—Author, Educator, Storyteller and Officer, CWC-Redwood Writers 
Lynn Henriksen—Author, Workshop Leader, Memoirist and President, Women’s National Book Association-San 
Francisco Chapter, Member CWC-Marin 
 
To reserve your place, contact the workshop leaders: 
Email:  Lynn@wisdomhasavoice.com 
Phone:  Kate Farrell, (707) 577-8912, Santa Rosa 

~*~ 
Creative Writing Class with Ana Manwarning - Napa Valley College, Upper Valley Campus 1088 College Ave., 
St. Helena 707-967-2900  Next session: January 21 - May 27, 2010 

PenGrove Revision Workshops (opening available) On-going facilitated revision groups for long fiction on Monday 
morning. 

The Second Step Workshops (8 week sessions) Sundays in Penngrove 4:00-6:00 pm  
 
Check out the calendars on the website, www.redwoodwriters.org/calendar.html  for many more events. 
Complaints, suggestions, submissions, and any comments about the newsletter can be sent to: 
webmaster@redwoodwriters.org 
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Stock up on vintage voices: centi’ anni for the holidays!  
 

DID YOU KNOW?  
 

-Your doctor, dentist, optometrist and other care providers would be honored 
to have Vintage Voices in their waiting rooms for clients to read 

 
-Your family members and friends would love to have a book filled with 
enjoyable works by local authors 

 
-Your fellow workers and colleagues would be delighted to see Sonoma 
County talent in print 

 
 
Instead of a card or wine, give a delightful book that showcases local talent and is 
part of California history! 
 
Purchase extra copies of Vintage Voices 2009 before they sell out! 

Order multiple copies online with Pay Pal:          
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/itemsforsale.html 
 

Vintage Voices 2006, Vintage Voices 2007, and Vintage Voices 2008 are also 
available.  Complete your collection!    
 
  
Prepay and pick up your copies at the December 6th meeting or have them shipped 
to your home. 
 

                                                                   
 
Thank you from Redwood Writers and Happy Holidays! 


