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Welcome Your New
The Redwood Writer
Editor
Crissi Langwell!
Crissi Langwell is a writer, blogger, and novelist. Her
novels include A Symphony of Cicadas, and its
recently released sequel, Forever Thirteen. Crissi is an
online producer at the Press Democrat where she helps
maintain the newspaper's many websites, as well as
contributes articles about family topics and local
entertainment. She is the writer behind "Santa Rosa
Mom", the parenting website for the Press Democrat.
Many of the stories she has shared about her own
family are now in her book, Golf Balls, Eight Year
Olds & Dual Paned Windows, the first book in a series
of true and humorous parenting stories. She has also
published, Everything I Am Not Saying, a collection of
poetry on life, love and faith. Crissi lives in Petaluma,
California with her husband and their blended family
of three kids, as well as two whiny cats and a
ridiculous teenage dog.

From Getting Fired to Writing Hot Best
Sellers: One Novelist’s Incredible Journey
Jenn Sterling was fired from her job three and
a half years ago. So, she did the one thing that
made the most sense... she bought herself a laptop
and started writing that book she’d kept in her
head for the last 10 years. Logical, right? Ha! She
wrote stories while she continued to search the
marketplace for a new job. The job market was
tough, finding an audience to read her debut novel
was even tougher. Her first book was released
during a time when no one read “self-published”
authors, and those who did didn’t hesitate to
completely rip apart the work from page to page.
The stigma was real. But Sterling refused to stop,
even when her first book was considered a
complete and utter flop. Still writing, still looking
for “real” work, she lost her house when it went
into foreclosure and she was unable to save it.
Believing she had found the one thing that really
set her soul on fire, she continued writing through
it all. Sterling has since become a best-selling
author and is sought after to speak and sign books
nationwide, as well as internationally. She will
talk about her amazing journey and inspire us all
to continue believing in our work and perhaps
have a success story of our own.

The Redwood Writer 1

It's Almost Here!
Editor's Note: By the time you get this newsletter, there will be less
than 30 days until the conference. Are you ready to go? Well, this
edition is packed with conference goodies! Read on ,write on, write
away!

Conference Features
Nine Redwood Writers as Presenters
Sandy Baker, Conference Co-chair
Not all experts live 50 miles away. Witness the fact that nine of our 25 conference presenters are our
own Redwood Writers. How fortunate we are to have such expertise among us! And four of those are doing
double-duty as volunteers on the conference team. It’s all about “writers helping writers.”
Catharine Bramkamp is a writing coach, teacher, novelist, poet, and nonfiction author. She holds two degrees in English and Creative Writing and is an
adjunct professor for University of Phoenix. She has published five books in her Real
Estate Diva Mystery series, two Chicken Soup for the Soul books and a poetry
collection, Ammonia Sunrise. Her how-to writing books are Don't Write Like You Talk
and The Cheap Retreat Workbook. Attend her session “Non-Fiction Writing: Get the
Book You Need Using the Stuff You Have” if you want to know the how-to of nonfiction writing and publishing. Catharine is also emcee for the conference lunchtime
poetry program.

Robert Digitale, Linda McCabe, and Ann Wilkes have
teamed up to take us “Beyond Dragons and Time Travel.” These
science fiction and fantasy writers will give us the low-down on
universe-building in mythical or futuristic worlds using real or
imagined settings, science technologies, parallel universes,
supernatural phenomena, and extraterrestrial life, to name a few.
Science fiction and fantasy (and horror) are subgenres of
“speculative fiction.” Robert is a staff writer for the Press
Democrat and author of the fantasy Horse Stalker, first in a series. Linda is author of
Quest of the Warrior Maiden, first in her epic historic fantasy series set in the time of
Charlemagne. A Star Trek, Star Wars, and Creature Feature aficionado, Ann publishes
quirky and tragic speculative short stories. She’s also a freelance correspondent at the
Press Democrat.

Sharon Hamilton has convened a panel of nationally acclaimed romance
authors for the session entitled “The Shocking Truth About Romance,” discussing
various romance subgenres and their characteristics. Because romance is the biggest
selling genre and the panel so large, we have extended the session to begin at the
morning break so that more attendees can sit in. Sharon soared from being virtually
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anonymous to a New York Times and national best-selling romance writer with five anthologies, a Navy Seal
series, Golden Vampire series, and Guardian Angel series. She knows Romance!
Gil Mansergh is a former president of Redwood Writers and winner of the
prestigious Jack London Award. He’s also a broadcaster (Word By Word:
Conversations With Writers on KRCB-FM), film columnist (with Sonoma West
since 1995), novelist (The Marvelous Journals of Miss Virginia Pettingill), freelance
writer and speaker. He is presenting together with Alexis Fajardo and Peter Swehla
on “A YouTube and Book Trailer How-To.” Gil will show us the good, the bad, and
the ugly!
Amanda McTigue teaches writing and performance at SSU and in regional
workshops. She writes novels and plays plus books and music for children. Amanda
grew up in North Carolina, the setting for her first novel, Going for Solace. As you
may have witnessed, sometimes when she reads from this or her work-in-progress
collection of short stories, she suddenly slips back into the southern accent of her
youth. Her session on “The Power of Place” will help you understand the impact of
setting in a piece of writing.
Helen Sedwick has become Redwood Writers in-house legal expert. In her
talk, “The Legal Guide to the Alphabet Soup of Writing and Blogging,” she will
explain DBA, EIN, POD, ISBN, © and other legal and equally-confusing acronyms
that can get us into trouble if we do not understand them. Helen has practiced law
for more than thirty years and is the award-winning author of historical novel
Coyote Winds. Her upcoming book, not surprisingly, will focus on the legal aspects
of writing and blogging.

Ransom Stephens gave us a sneak preview of his conference presentation at
the Redwood Writers February monthly meeting. But in April he’s going to zero in
on the sometimes elusive POV in his talk “Make Point of View Work for You.”
Ransom is a science writer, physicist, technologist and author of two books, The
God Patent and The Sensory Deception.

Want the low-down on Redwood Writers “From Pen to Published” conference? Please take a few
moments to visit www.redwoodwriters.org, where you will find everything you want to know about our
organization and the April 26 conference. Click on the “Conference” drop-down menu. Brief bios of all
27 presenters are there, including our two famous keynote speakers John Rothmann and poet Dana Gioia.
(See Robert Digitale’s excellent interviews with them under “Presenters.”) Blurbs on the 16 breakout
sessions are there. You’ll find the day’s menu under FAQs, the registration form, information on our
prose and poetry contests, how to sign up for a new professional headshot, and how to buy an ad in the
printed program. Your registration includes all the tasty food served up by the Fresh & Natural catering
company plus download for a free parking pass. Don’t miss this conference: April 26, 8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.,
at the Bertolini Student Center on the SRJC campus.
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Juanita J. Martin
2014 Helene S. Barnhart Award Recipient
By Ana Manwaring
Juanita J. Martin, one of the hardest working and tireless
leaders of Redwood Writers, is a poet, freelance writer, and
performance artist. Juanita has been in practically everything
since her first membership meeting in the summer of 2007. She
jumped into the tough job of CWC Representative with both feet
on the RW Board. She revamped the Historian position and
created Redwood Writers History Books. As Historian, Juanita
became our club’s 35th Anniversary Chair, celebrating Redwood
Writers’ years as a vibrant fixture in the literary community.
Juanita chaired several programs, including Member Reader Chair, Author Launch Chair, and Poetry
Contest Chair. Juanita believes writers should write poetry as well as prose. She organized and facilitated
our first poetry workshop. Juanita’s skills and devotion helped us to learn, write, and appreciate poetry.
“Poetry should always be an integral part of Redwood Writers.” I love helping writers, especially poets.
Sometimes poets are not taken serious as writers. I want to change that.”
Juanita has published poems and articles in the club newsletter, The Redwood Writer. Juanita has published
in six editions of Redwood Writers Vintage Voices, and numerous others such as
Blue Collar Review, SoMa Literary Review, Rattlesnake Review, and Bay Area Poets Review. She was
Poetry Night Chair and Emcee in 2012. Recently, as part of the RW Library Readings, Juanita published two
poems in the Press Democrat. Currently, she’s a participant on the first RW Poetry Anthology Team. She
headed previous anthology poetry committees, and is on the 2014 anthology poetry committee. Juanita is the
first Acquisitions Editor for The Redwood Writer newsletter. She is also the Poetry Place Editor. Now she’s
the third recipient of the Helene S. Barnhart Award for outstanding service to Redwood Writers.
Originally trained as a Licensed Vocational Nurse, Juanita shared her progression in poetry. She asked
her nursing director if she could read a poem for graduation in 1998. The poem moved the director to say,
“I’m sorry Juanita, I think you missed your calling. You should be a writer.” Juanita replied, “Why not do
both?” Juanita has done that since—practiced both nursing and writing, but she’s best known for her poetry.
Juanita’s dedication led her to become the first poet laureate for the city of Fairfield in 2010.
I loved her literary events at The Barking Dog Café in Boyes Hot Springs. Many know Juanita from
the Teen Poetry Slam at the book festival and Petaluma Poetry of Remembrance. She’s an emcee
extraordinaire, bringing humor, enthusiasm, and theatrical flair to the mike.
Above all, Juanita is a writer. Her book, The Lighthouse Beckons was accepted in several branches of
the Solano County Library. She’s working on Quiet
Intensity, another poetry book, and other prose projects.
As you can see, Juanita is dedicated to Redwood
Writers and excellent writing. She misses the meetings
where we did free-writes to prompts. Juanita
laughed….claiming to be “old school.” “It’s about
getting back to basics.”
Editor's Note: Photo: Juanita Martin with past
recipients of the Helene S. Barnhart Award: Ana
Manwaring (left) and Kate Farrell (right), original
members of the 2007 Redwood Writers' board.
.
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Roger DeBeers
Sabrina Rawson
Lisa Berman
Nathaniel Robert Winters
M. Justine Foster

Beth Wettergreen
Peter Lawson
Sheryl Adams

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
By Robbi Sommers Bryant
Have you signed up for “From Pen To Published?” Redwood
Writers 8th conference is on the horizon. I’m going … and I can’t wait!
This all-day event is packed with a potpourri of intriguing speakers
and fantastic breakout sessions. Start your morning with a casual breakfast
while hearing author and political correspondent, John Rothmann,
discuss how to make writing dreams become a reality.
Enjoy networking over lunch while eating delicious Asian food—
suited for all dietary needs. Keynote speaker and former chairman of the NEA, Dana Gioia, will discuss the
joys and miseries of being a poet following the launch of our first poetry anthology.
Attend the breakout sessions of your choice. There will be four tracks: craft, genre, publishing and
marketing. You can choose to follow one track the entire day or mix and match according to your particular
needs. Sixteen sessions to choose from. Pick the four that fit you.
Let’s talk about craft. Interested in POV? Check out Ransom Stephens. Need help with creating
settings that pop? Hang out with Amanda McTigue. Learn how to outline your story with SRJC novel
instructor and screenplay writer, Anne Jordan. Get some great dialogue tips from Tanya Egan Gibson.
How about you genre writers? We’ve got a sci-fi panel to knock your socks off and a group of
romance writers who will sizzle with information. Non-fiction writers, take your writing and your career to
new levels with Catharine Bramkamp. And playwrights. Guess what? You can learn how to dig in and get to
your best stuff.
Publishing? Learn the legal facts from Helen Sedwick. Indie or traditional publishing: what’s best for
you? Write a winning book proposal. Learn what keeps your project out of the slush pile…maybe even get
your first page evaluated!
Your book’s been published. Now what? Marketing. How do you get your book before the public? Or
make a book trailer. Find out how to create your brand. Or what makes a book cover sell. Social media tips
from the experts. Learn the marketing tools that will help you get noticed and sell.
As you can see, this conference is not to be missed! Plenty to learn, people to meet, connections to be
made. Choose from 16 fascinating sessions. Delicious meals. Two exciting keynote speakers. Now only
$155 for members: Redwood Writers “From Pen To Published.” Saturday, April 26th at Santa Rosa
Junior College. Includes a free parking pass!
See you there!

Go to the next page to…..meet your conference team!
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Conference Behind-the-Scenes Team
By Sandy Baker
Lest you think that Thonie Hevron and Sandy Baker are the
only ones involved in the upcoming conference (because they are the
only ones who make announcements at meetings), you would be
wrong. There’s an entire team of Redwood Writers who work behind
the scenes helping to make this conference successful. We’ve had a
number of team meetings, and you can well imagine the emails that
fly back and forth!
Thonie, Sandy, and Linda McCabe started the momentum by meeting and
conferring for months on how to attract and then recruit the best presenters who would
speak to the theme “From Pen to Published.” That was our challenge. What topics and
speakers to choose will be your challenge.
In a flash of brilliance, Robbi Bryant, our RW president, came up
with the theme, and Kent Sorensen designed the beautiful quill and book
logo. Working with our PR guru Michelle Wing, Kent also designed the
conference bookmark. (If you want any to distribute to groups, schools,
or libraries, just let Thonie or Sandy know.)
At the same time, our website wonder woman, Kate Farrell, began
designing the conference website pages so that when registration
opened up, every single bit of information you would ever want about
the event—presenters, topics, food, schedule, FAQs, and form—would
be there. At the same time, Brenda Bellinger worked hand in hand
with Kate to set up the registration process. Brenda was registrar at a
prior conference and knows just what it takes to run a glitch-free
registration process. Redwood Writer treasurer Karen McAuliffe tracks conference income and
expenditures.
The PR team, under Michelle’s leadership, is
responsible for all the marketing, PR, press releases,
radio spots, bookmarks, etc. Robert Digitale’s
assignment is to write four major interviews of our
presenters. So far he’s done Joel Friedlander (who had to
drop out due to major illness), Amy Cloughley, and John
Rothmann. Dana Gioia will be up soon. And you may have noticed in our RW Twitterverse and Facebook
page, communication has increased with a multitude of daily posts by Natalie Moon-Wainwright. Sandy
and Thonie are working with Michelle to gather information for the printed conference program.
Marlene Cullen, a veteran of conference chairships, is out in the marketplace selling
ads for the program. Please check the conference pages of the website for information on
how to submit your artwork and payment for an ad. Space is limited.

The Redwood Writer 6

During the conference lunch, Catharine Bramkamp, poetry anthology editor, will
conduct our salute to poetry for National Poetry Month. The anthology will be officially
launched at that time, and Linda Reid, conference poetry contest chair,
will announce the contest winners. Catharine will introduce our keynote
speaker, Dana Gioia, preeminent poet, critic, and USC professor.
Helen Sedwick, conference prose contest chair, will announce
those winners at the end of the day during the final snack time before we all say farewell.
Presenters and Redwood Writers attendees alike
will be able to sell books during the contest. Our veteran book sales
chair, Charles Markee, together with David Ramirez, is working to
put the sales process in place. As in the past, Copperfield’s Books will
be present the entire day to handle sales. Direct your questions about
book sales to Charles or David.
Susan Littlefield, our Redwood Writer editor, has been instrumental in placing and laying out articles
and information every month in the newsletter. And what a great job she does! This article was quite a
challenge—but she’s up to it!
We also have a member who lives in Ukiah and works for the conference from home:
Natasha Yim has been quietly and diligently completing the individual fund request forms
to Poets & Writers foundation for partial support of our presenters. She’s been so successful
that she dreams about the forms at night!
So far, we’ve mentioned team members who
have already been busy with conference tasks. Then,
there are members whose jobs don’t kick in until right before or the
day of. Jeanne Jusaitis and Jan Boddie head up the volunteers’ team.
They assign attendees who have volunteered to take on jobs during the
conference—room monitoring and/or introducing, check-in, signhanging, parking and traffic control, book sales helpers, and the like. It takes a lot of coordination in very
little time to put the entire volunteer squad together. If you’re attending, you may contact them for an
important job.
Jonathan Hayden, the man with the camera permanently attached to
his face, will be our roving photographer all during the conference. Smile
and wave when you see him—unless he’s taking candid shots! And Jean
Wong once again will be in charge of hanging all the room and direction
signs. She’s a pro after two or three years.
Lastly, we have spouses and significant others who help out during the conference simply because they
want to, their believe in their writer mates, and they like being an unsung part of the day’s event. We thank
them as well as all the other Redwood Writers who have worked and will continue to work to make “From
Pen to Published,” our eighth conference, a huge success.
Don't forget about the great flyers at
the end of the newsletter!
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Susanna Solomon

Abby L. Bogomolny
Susanna Solomon was born and raised in
Cambridge, MA. She admits that she misses the
East Coast, but she is deeply contented with “the
open spaces of her adopted coast.”
Besides being a grandmother, wife, mother and
animal lover, Susanna has had great success: Her
first collection of short stories Point Reyes Sheriff’s
Calls was recently published by HD Media Press
Inc. Thumbing through her stories, I am quite taken
by the humorous and cranky, crusty oddities of
human nature presented through Mildred and Fred,
the married couple that darts in and out of the
stories in her collection.
Susanna started writing when she was fourteen,
soon after her mother died. Growing up she wasn't
allowed to make outward displays of strong
emotions; she was supposed to be a "nice girl,” so
she took to writing. She admits that there her
emotions were safe, and since she’s been writing
actively for awhile, her craft has had time to season
and deepen.
Finding time to write is her biggest obstacle, so
she sneaks away in the middle of the day. She’s
lucky because she has her own electrical
engineering business, so “her boss” understands. To
this day, when she writes, she often thinks the result
is merely junk, although most of the time she feels
dramatically better after writing.
When asked about her sources of inspiration,
Susanna responds, “What else? The newspaper,
specifically the sheriff's calls section of the Point

Reyes Light, although she also points to
conversations in cafes as being great story starters.
She also admires the writing of Joan Didion’s Play
It As It Lays and Jen Michalski’s The Tide King.
Susanna continues to work on several new
short stories, after her success with Point Reyes
Sheriff’s Calls. She is also working on a novel
Montana Rhapsody about a pole dancer and a
farmer who get stranded on a canoe trip.
Writing helps Susanna quiet the little voice in
her head because it releases the anxiety built from
when she hasn’t been writing. “I've got a strong
little voice, a nagging, insistent little voice that I
have to write. Once I start the feelings come, and
when I’m done for the day, or the hour, I have a
deep sense of satisfaction.”
Susanna advises other writers to “Keep at it—
at least an hour a day. Read at open mics, the more
the better. Keep going even if you think your
writing is bad. Read aloud to audiences, not just to
yourself. Even if you think you are a genius when
you are writing, if the audience doesn't clap, jump
out of their chairs or laugh, write the section over
again.” Susanna also advises us to read in public
four times a month to practice and send out
submissions at least once a week.
“My tales came as a complete surprise. I didn't
know I could write short stories. So for all you
writers out there - Try everything. Forget about
writers block. Write about everything and anything.
Writing can help us understand each other...and
when we do, we create great feelings of satisfaction
for those who arrive at the end of our stories.”
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POETRY PLACE
Celebrate National Poetry Month in April! Read a poem! Write a Poem! Hug a Poet!

End of the Day

The Exchange

— Belinda Riehl

— Catharine Bramkamp
How many sunsets have you watched
Waiting for tomorrow?
How often are you in the past
Overwhelmed by sorrow?
Would you really do things differently
Given what you know?
Or can you sit in peace today
With just that golden glow.

I exchanged writing a great poem
For an October afternoon
A few ambitious leaves
Filled the gutter
And we skipped onto a strange lawn

ELEVEN
— Juanita J. Martin

To touch those two large pumpkins

In the backyard,
Where childhood memories begin and end
I transitioned from prepubescent girl to young adolescent,
As the sun beamed on my tightly-curled hairdo
The trees gently swayed in the savory wind
Flowers inoculated my nose with the sweetness of jasmine

I exchanged writing a great essay

My spring flirtation was derailed
as a deep crimson tide overtook my pigtail innocence
Overshadowed my sandbox ignorance
Liberated me from a familiar cocoon

She just liked the singing lobsters.

I just wanted to skip to the songs that children sang,
Jump rope in my red-striped dress, black patent-leather shoes,
And sock-white cleanliness
There I was drowning, my naïve skin forever stained by
nature’s curse

For drawing with felt tip markers

As I stood in a sea of red and green, tears streamed.
I called out to mother in a child’s voice
Her reply resounded,
“You’re a woman now!”

For the Little Mermaid on blue ray
A film with all the original tragic parts
Edited - which I pointed out but

I exchanged writing a great novel

No other medium would do
To fill a blank page as large
As a toddler.
As large as the moon.
As large as something great.

Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two will be
selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space available. Send
one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send
poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor.
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be
included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin
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I am one of six authors chosen by the Children's Book Council to participate in a
Google Hangout with 100,000 students in schools across the nation on April 6. I'll
be reading my book, Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas, talking about my journey
and process as an author and answering questions. –Natasha Yim

I now have a monthly column on the Upbeat Times! Go to their website at
http://www.upbeattimes.com/ and read my March article on page 7. –Jean Wong

It’s my pleasure to be a keynote-entertainer along with my co-editors, Linda
Joy Myers and Amber Lea Starfire, at the Story Circle Network Seventh
National Women's Memoir Conference, April 11-13, 2014 Wyndham
Hotel, Austin, Texas. Saturday Lunch Entertainment: Readings from
Times They Were A-Changing: Women Remember the ‘60s & ‘70s, with
Kate Farrell, Linda Joy Myers, & Amber Starfire. Read more about SCN:
http://www.storycircle.org/Conference. –Kate Farrell

Our travel memoir, Cruising Panama’s Canal, Savoring 5,000 Nautical Miles and
500,000 Decadent Calories, came out in paperback on Valentine’s Day. That’s
significant since this personal adventure, full of fascinating information and fun
discoveries, is also a gentle love story of a couple celebrating life. From interviewing
the ship’s executive chef to exploring a butterfly garden in Costa Rica to combating
aggressive Columbian venders, Cruising Panama’s Canal delivers an unforgettable
read. -Sunny Lockwood (and co-author Al Lockwood)
I'm reading It Lasts a Moment, by Fred Ostrander and At My Table, by Judith
Yamamoto. Both are poetry books from Sugartown Publishing. Both poets write in
the "activist” style, a strongly imagistic style based on the teachings of Lawrence Hart
and John Hart.- Patricia Nelson.
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Spring Into the Salon
Theme: Celebrate Spring!

Date: April 19, 2014
Time: 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Place: Hillside above Alexander Valley (outside of
Cloverdale
Readings are for up to five minutes. All members and
guests are welcome. RSVP: registration, readings,
directions, and arrangements for our potluck lunch,
contact: Sher Gamard at gmard@redshift.com.

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings
This is a reminder that the SoCo Open Mic will not
take place this month due to the conference on April 26,
2014. SoSo Open Mic is organized by Redwood Writer
members Abby Bogomolny and Robin Moore.
Early sign up at 1:30. First come, first served.
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website:
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/.
See at the next SoCo Coffee on May 22, 2014 at 2:00
p.m.at SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th Street, Santa Rosa.

Monday, April 10, 2014 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa
Come and join us as five authors read from their books! Drop
in or reserve space by calling (707) 544-2491 or emailing
info@jeaneslone.com. $4.00 minimum purchase.
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Tuesday, April 22, 2014 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati
Come and join us as five authors read from their books! To
make reservation email monamech@gmail.com or call (707)
889-3419.

On Sunday, April 6, 2014 from 6:00-10:00 p.m., some of our Redwood
Writers will be on KRCB manning the telephones during an auction. We
will be also be displaying many of our member's donated books! Don't miss
this wonderful event!
.

Writers Forum of Petaluma Presents Lynn Cook Henriksen
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:

April 17, 2014
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd.
$10 at the door

Lynn Henriksen invites you into the spirited and soulful world of the Mother Memoir, where the focus
is on “Keeping Spirits Alive.” This is the place to start before you write another word. You’ll find keys to
unlock memories and how to perceive them in a whole new light. Tapping memory creatively will trigger
unexpected impressions and provide the means to move memory into memoir with honesty and imagination.
Whether you’re just thinking about writing memoir or well into it and whether your stories are
heartwarming or heart-wrenching, get your creative juices flowing and awaken your voice to breathe life
into inspired memoirs.
Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to
order with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us,
and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you
are signed up, and you shop at one of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to
Redwood Writers will be automatic.
These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. The money is waiting for us to claim!
You don't have to be a registered eScrip user and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order from
1,000 name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part.
Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button on the left side of the page and follow
the instructions!
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these
free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:






Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection
Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing
Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts
Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest
Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in
new or existing groups.
Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs for animal welfare and
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049.

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your email address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com.
The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif.
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related.
The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.
If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form:
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer/. You can read the complete ad guidelines at
the same link.
Any ads not of interests to writers or writing related will be rejected and your money returned.
Ads are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month
will be saved for the next newsletter.
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EDITOR’S CORNER

The Redwood Writer

Dear Redwood Writers,
The last general meeting was different and
exciting with a panel moderated by Linda
McCabe. Jeane Sloane, author of the During
World War II series, and Becky Parker Geist, a
voice-over specialist, talked about how to create
your own audiobook in both professional and
home studio settings. I never realized how much
work and trial and error went into recording an
audiobook. I really liked this particular meeting
because the panel setting was informative and
interactive.
I'm sure you noticed the announcement on the
front page of the newsletter announcing Crissi
Langwell as the new editor of The Redwood
Writer. I have been editor of this newsletter for
one year and eleven months and twenty-three
editions, and this has been one of the best
volunteer positions I have ever held. I was first to
get the scuttlebutt, had frequent interactions with
fabulous writers, got kudos galore mixed with
feedback to help me improve, and I learned about
how to effectively communicate our club's
mission—Writers Helping Writers—to the
Redwood members.
I'm really going to miss my work on The
Redwood Writer but I believe that volunteer
positions are best shared so that everyone gets a
chance to give back to their chosen community.
Redwood Writers is an excellent venue for
spreading the word about writing events and
giving member-writers a place to promote their
work.
The newsletter simply puts all that
information into one place for easy retrieval.
If you have not gotten a chance to meet
Crissi, I will introduce her at the next meeting. I
encourage you to say hello during the break and
even spend time getting to know her. I have no
doubt that she will do an excellent job on the
newsletter.
On that note, I thank you for allowing me to
be your newsletter editor. I appreciate each and
every one of you in a special way. Finally, I
would like to thank Rosella Rhine, Mona
Mechling, Osha Bell Hayden, Juanita Martin for
sharing in this experience with me. Thank you all.

P.O. Box 4687
Santa Rosa, CA 95402
The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of
each month. Anything after this date will be
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org.
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month.
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.

Submission Guidelines
Breaking News is for members to share writingrelated accomplishments only. Please write your
news in first person in 75 words or less. All
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please
include a picture.
Article submissions should be around 500 words,
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and
grammar prior to submission.
Announcements for the newsletter must be
writing related. Please note we no longer publish
members’ private fee-based events. We also do
not have the room to publish announcements for
members’ parties. Please include your picture and
details and a text copy about your writing class or
event.
Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for
the next newsletter.

Redwood Writers
General Membership Meetings
General membership meetings are held the second
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel.
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.
Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the
membership meeting. All members welcome.
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California
Writers Club.
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2014 Redwood Writers Conference
“From Pen to Published”
TRACKS AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS Redwood Writers Conference, April 26, 2014
Bertolini Student Center, Santa Rosa Junior College, Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa CA

www.redwoodwriters.org
8:00 – 9:15 a.m. Check-in, Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. Announcements; 8:30 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker John Rothmann: “From Conception to
Delivery (Not to Mention Labor): Making the Dream Become a Reality”

CRAFT
I. 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Make Point of View
Work for You
Ransom Stephens

GENRE

PUBLISHING

MARKETING

Beyond Dragons
and Time Travel
Ann Wilkes
Linda McCabe
Robert Digitale

DBA, EiN, POD, and
©: Legal Guide to the
Alphabet Soup of Writing
and Blogging
Helen Sedwick

A YouTube &
Book Trailer How-To
Alexis Fajardo
Peter Swehla
Gil Mansergh

10:30-10:50 a.m.
Break for snacks,
Twenty Minute Break
beverages, book sales -----------------------------------------& signing

Open Forum &
Break
Meet & Greet
---------------------------------------------------------------Romance Panel
~
The Shocking Truth
II. 10:50 – 11:50 p.m.
The Power of Place
About Romance
Publishing Pathways:
The Whole Package:
Amanda McTigue
Sharon Hamilton
Brooke Warner
How to Present Yourself
Carolyn Jewel
to the World
Tina Folsom
Julia Park Tracey
Marina Adair
Elizabeth Barrett
12:00 – 1:20 p.m.--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Lunch: Catharine Bramkamp: Poetry Anthology Launch and Linda Reid with Poetry Contest Winners.
Dana Gioia, Keynote Speaker: “The Joy and the Misery of Being a Poet”
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------III. 1:30 – 2:30 p.m.

The Secret That BestSelling Authors Know:
How to Outline Your
Story
Anne Jordan

Non-Fiction Writing:
Get the Book You
Need Using the Stuff
You Have
Catharine Bramkamp

See 4-5 p.m. Session
Below

Book Cover Designs
That Sell
Jon Glick

2:30 – 2:50 p.m.
Twenty Minute Break
Break for snacks,
beverages, book sales --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------& signings
IV. 2:50 – 3:50 p.m.

Crafting Double-Duty
(& Triple Duty) Dialog
Tanya Egan Gibson

V. 4:00-5:00 p.m.

GENERAL SESSION FOR ALL ATTENDEES:

A Playwriting
Primer
Garret Jon
Groenveld

How to Write
a Winning
Book Proposal
Linda Joy Meyers

How to Successfully
Tackle Social Media
Nina Amir

Your First Page & How
to Get It Out of the Slush Pile
Amy Cloughley
Andy Ross

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------5:00—5:30 p.m. General Session: Snacks & beverages; Wrap-up w/ final book sales & signings. • Presentation of awards to Prose
Contest winners • Helene S. Barnhardt Award

Author Launch 2014
Sunday, July 13, 2-5 p.m.
Sign-ups begin in February

Guidelines:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Book or ebook must be published between July 1, 2013-July 30, 2014.
Must be current member of Redwood Writers.
Must have at least six copies of books available by June 2014 (or ebook available for download).
Bring at least 12 copies of book to sell.
Arrive at launch at 1:45 p.m. on Sunday, July 13, 2014. (Guests arrive at 2 p.m.)
All guests are free. Invite everyone you know, for your book as well as for others in the club.
Authors and other members pay usual meeting dues.
Those authors who do not show up, or back out after the book launch flyer is printed, will be ineligible for future book launches.
Must submit a 300 dpi (high-resolution) photograph of yourself and also of the cover of your book to
PR director Michelle Wing at wingpoet@gmail.com by June 15, 2014.
Each author may choose a person (member or non-member) to introduce them. This person has
two minutes at the podium. Please have your presenter practice and time his or her introduction.
Each author has five minutes at the podium to read from his or her book. Please practice and time
your reading.

Contract:

Please sign and print your name here, indicating that you understand and agree to the above rules
and regulations. Make a copy for yourself, and then turn this form in to Mona Mechling, Author Launch
coordinator, either in person, or by scanning and then emailing a PDF to her at monamech@gmail.com.
SPACES ARE LIMITED.
Name:

___________________________________________________

Email:

___________________________________________________

Phone:

___________________________________________________

FLYER DESIGN BY MICHELLE WING

For Poetry Month, Napa Valley Writers
Presents... Creating Poetry with Gary Silva:
Using Inspiration and Prompts to Write in the
Moment
Gary Silva has an M.A. in literature
and poetry and an M.F.A. from U.C.
Irvine. Napa County Poet Laureate
from 2008-2010, he taught at Napa
Valley College for 18 years. Published
in many literary magazines, his
published anthologies are: Ceramics,

The Back-up Cafe, and Portrait of a
Nude.

Saturday, April 5, 9:00 a.m. to noon
First Five office, 5 Financial Plaza, Napa
(behind Bank of America at Trancas and Soscol)

$25 for CWC members, $45 for non-members
DETAILS: THIS WILL BE A PARTICIPATORY CLASS. PLEASE BRING A PHOTO THAT EVOKES A
STRONG MEMORY, PAPER AND PENCIL OR LAPTOP. PARTICIPANTS WILL DISCUSS WHAT
COMPRISES AN EXCELLENT POEM, WHILE LOOKING AT MODELS, THEN WILL WRITE AND
SHARE THEIR OWN.
RETURN THE SLIP BELOW WITH YOUR CHECK TO: Napa Valley Writers, 4427 Stillson St.,
Napa, CA 94558.
____________________________________________________________________________

Name:______________________ Phone:_________________
Email:_________________________________
Member of CWC? Yes___Branch:_____________ No____

