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AUGUST 11, 2013 SPEAKER 

 
 

   PETER BOWERMAN 
 

Keep Your ‘Passion’ Writing ‘Well Fed’  

with Lucrative Commercial Freelancing 
 

A good writing income is closer than you 

think. Join veteran commercial writer Peter 

Bowerman in a practical, info-packed session as 

you explore what commercial writing is, what 

qualities you need to succeed, how to build a 

portfolio, where the work is, how to find it, what 

to charge, how good you have to be, and more. 

Freelancers who make above-average livings 

often know something other writers don’t: That 

adding “commercial” writing to their mix offers 

the opportunity to make $60 to $125-plus an 

hour, giving them the time and space to pursue 

their “bliss” writing. In today’s downsized 

business world, companies of all sizes pay 

freelancers handsomely to handle many writing 

tasks. 

Besides an array of other writing 

accomplishments, Peter chronicled his self-

publishing success in the award-winning 2007 

release, The Well-Fed Self-Publisher: How to 

Turn One Book into a Full-Time Living and its 

2013 updated edition (www.wellfedsp.com). In 

2010, he launched a service offering book titling 

and back-cover copywriting. For information, go 

to  www.titletailor.com.   
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“The One That Got Away”- Travel Tales! 

 
Date:   Sunday, August 18, 2013 

Time:  1:00 - 4:00  

Place: Sebastopol, California 
  
Bring your stories and  poems to share. Readings are for 

up to five minutes. All members are welcome! 

RSVP: registration, readings, directions, and our potluck 

lunch, contact: Sher Gamard  gmard@redshift.com  
 

THE REDWOOD SALON 

http://www.wellfedsp.com/
http://www.titletailor.com/
mailto:gmard@redshift.com
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Date:    Sunday, August 25, 2013 

Time:   2:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Place:  1734 E. Cotati Avenue, Penngrove, CA. 94951 

RSVP: annphilipp@comcast.net  

 

Anthology contributors and their guests will gather in Linda and Harry Reid's beautiful gardens for the 

annual anthology launch party. Besides sunshine, luscious gardens, and plenty of great food, hear your 

fellow Redwood Writers read stories accepted for publication in the Redwood Writers Anthology 2013: 

Beyond Boundaries. This will also be an opportunity to mingle with fellow writers and club members. 

Parasols, lawn dresses, and costumes are encouraged! Please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter.  

 
 

Jeanne "JC" Miller has been one of my talented copy editors since I began as 

editor of the newsletter in June 2012. Unfortunately, she will be moving on to new 

volunteer opportunities. She has a lot on her plate these days! I will miss working 

with her.  

Jeanne's most recent novel, Vacation, was published by Last Light Studio. In 

addition to attending Tin House Writer's Workshop where she studied with Jonathan 

Dee, 2011 finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in Fiction, she has been a Master Class 

resident at Hedgebrook Institute. She is a founding member of JAM, a manuscript 

consultation team.  

 

One day at a RWC meeting, after learning of Jeanne's departure as copy editor, 

I happened be sitting next to Rosella Rhine. We engaged in lively conversation 

about life, as well as her newsletter editing experience. I told her about the copy 

editor position, and I was so thrilled when she accepted. I look forward to working 

with Rosella.  

Rosella has lived and worked in other areas of the world, but returned to Marin 

County in 1990. In 1993, she moved to the Italian Riviera for a year to explore the 

country and write a novel. She has written interior designer articles for the San 

Francisco Chronicle and Marin Independent Journal. In 2010, she published her 

memoir, Life’s a Piñata: Full of Surprises, and is hard at work on a mystery novel, 

Murder by Wheelchair. 

 

 

 

 

 

DON'T FORGET—the deadline for the Color Your World Fiction Contest is midnight, 

August 5, 2013. Get out your pens and start crafting beautiful pictures with words.  Contest details 

can be found at http://redwoodwriters.org/11465-2/.  Also, please see the flyers at the end of the 

newsletter.  

mailto:annphilipp@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/11465-2/
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Malena Eljumaily has been a member of Redwood Writers since 2008, and she 

is now our new Secretary. She recently chaired the memoir contest. Winners are to 

be announced at the upcoming Redwood Writers meeting.  

Malena is on the board of the Northern California chapter of Sisters in Crime 

and mostly reads and writes mysteries. Last year, she tried her hand at playwriting 

for the first time, and her drama, “Special Delivery", won the Audience Favorite 

award at the Redwood Writers Second Annual 10 Minute Play Contest.  

 

                       PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

By Robbi Sommers Bryant  
           

Three cheers for Redwood Writers! Our motto, “Writers helping Writers” 

has never been so true. Redwood Writers has something for every writer, no 

matter where you are in the process. If you are writing a novel, take one of our 

workshops on craft. This past April, we had the fabulous David Corbett run a 

four-hour workshop on the Art of Character.  

If you need a critique on your manuscript, join one of our critique groups. 

Plus, Redwood Writers has several editors and networks with many editing skills. For your grammar issues, 

we’ve got our own grammar diva. If you want to see how you are progressing in your writing, enter one of 

our contests. Just recently, we had our ten minute play contest and the winners got to see their work 

produced. How often does that happen? We’ve just finished a memoir contest, are in the midst of a fiction 

contest and we’ll kick off our poetry contest in August.  

If you want your work to be published, opportunities abound at Redwood Writers. You might see your 

work in our yearly anthology. This year’s anthology will be available in August. And there’s still time to 

enter a poem in our poetry anthology. 

We’ve got many with publishing experience, both traditional and indie, who are more than happy to offer 

tricks of the trade. And for building your social platform, we have our own social media experts. 

If you need experience as a reader, come to our salons, our open mics, or read your work in the author’s 

launch. Plenty of practice for newbies and experienced alike. 

So three cheers for us and what we offer as a club. We’ll help you with your writing from start to finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jessica Latham  

Bill Haigwood 

Scott Lummer 

Chris Riebli 

Janice Rowley 

Margo Ginsberg 

 

 

Our own Linda Loveland Reid 

received the Jack London award in 

Oakland on July 20, 2013 for her 

dedicated community service. She is 

past president, and continues to hold 

many volunteer positions in 

Redwood Writers. Look for more in 

the next newsletter.   
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Jeanne Jusaitis  
 

 
By Robin Moore  

 

The memorable thing about Jeanne Jusaitis is 

her ready smile and ability to laugh at the foibles of 

life. Her ability to see life in a humorous way spills 

over into her writing. Her first travel mystery, 

Journey to Anderswelt, was written for middle grade 

students and highlights an Austrian setting with a 

Mozart theme. While the four teens try to help save 

the fragile ecosystem around Salzburg from 

commercial development, there are still plenty of 

laughs. 

A frequent traveler, Jusaitis has made several 

trips to Europe with students, both as a teacher and 

as a chaperone, enhancing her background for 

writing her travel mysteries for students. Currently 

she is working on her second in the series with a 

French setting and an art theme.   

Just thirteen years old the first time she was 

published, Jusaitis wrote a Valentine essay that was 

featured in the Oakland Tribune. After that, she 

entered and placed in many essay contests to help 

earn money for college. 

Jusaitis brings much of her organizational and 

development skills to Redwood Writers honed from 

32 years of teaching both students and other 

teachers. Utilizing her Master’s Degree in TLC 

(Curriculum Education), she also wrote a book for 

the California State Department of Education on 

how to instruct students in crafting their own 

fairytales. She worked as a consultant for the Joseph 

Campbell Institute in developing curriculum for 

teaching mythology in the elementary schools. 

Many years of teaching middle grade students 

in Petaluma gifted Jusaitis with the enthusiasm  

 

and background needed for writing for children. 

She frequently does school appearances with her 

stories, helps with reading, writing and theater 

projects, and encourages students wishing to write 

their own stories.  

Jusaitis has also been published in four Vintage 

Voices Anthologies. One submission in particular, 

her poem about Aunt Tilly on the beach, 

exemplifies her humorous take on life. For younger 

students, she has published Liliah Dill and The 

Magic Kit for readers who are ready for chapter 

books. In a fun romp across the stage Lilah 

attempts to put on a magic show without her father 

taking over the act. She also had a memoir 

published in Wisdom Has a Voice, edited by Kate 

Farrell. 

Jusaitis has chaired events such as the very 

successful Agents Day hosted by Redwood Writers, 

held pitching workshops to help members prepare 

for meeting agents, and served on the RW Board. 

Recently, she chaired the nomination committees 

for the last two Redwood Writers officers’ 

elections. She has also chaired the volunteers at 

three Redwood Writers conferences. 

Often traveling to research stories, back home 

she regularly meets with a group of writers known 

as the Kid Lit Café. She is also a member of the 

national SCBWI organization of children’s writers 

and illustrators. 

Jusaitis credits Redwood Writers for its 

resources, which help writers make connections 

needed to be published, and for help in developing 

writing systems—systems that she notes, also work 

for students. She advises new writers to stay open 

to change, be open to critiques, to allow yourself to 

change your mind, and most of all to not give up—

to persevere. 

 
Dates to Remember  

.  
September 1, 2013:  Submission deadline for 

The Beat Goes On Anthology.   

September 21, 2013: Sonoma County Book 

Festival with the Redwood Writers Boot 

Camp.  

November 13, 2013:  Submission deadline 

for Light Inside Poetry Contest.  
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in 

the newsletter. Each month a poem or two 

will be selected to be printed in the 

newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on 

the space available. Send one poem per 

person. Use 12 point Times New Roman 

font. Shorter poems work best. Send 

poems as a Word document and email to 

Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 

freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 

of the month to be included in the 

following month’s issue. - Juanita 

Martin  
 

POETRY PLACE 
 

How Does Nature Do That? 
— Patricia O’Connor 
 
How does Nature do that? 

Contain all that juice inside the zest of an orange? 

Share melodious opera from a bird of song? 

Imbue rainbows of color in a meadow of wildflowers? 

Whisper God’s love through the swish of the ocean’s power? 

Melt ice from the heart with a ray from the coronal sun? 

Mesmerize the soul at the sight of a fully enchanted moon? 

Intoxicate with the inhalation of a springtime breeze? 

Ground one in the roots of an ancient oak tree? 

Contain all the glee in the universe in the twinkle in an elder’s eye? 

Hold all the promise of tomorrow in a newborn’s cry? 

Make room in her womb for each of us when we die? 

Create hearts that can love and receive love in return? 

How does Nature do that?  That I would love to learn. 

Saliva Statements 
—Steve Bakalyar 

 
When I was a kid 

hanging out with the guys 

we spit, 

a display of maturity, 

especially when between the teeth; 

less volume, but a more 

sophisticated sound. 

 

The most memorable spitting 

was by an old lady 

from the porch of her hut 

near Prešov, Slovakia 

as I drove slowly by in a Mercedes. 

 

The gob she hurled spoke contempt! 

For Germans? 

Maybe she’d been raped by soldiers 

of the Third Reich. 

For tourists? 

Not a symbol of good times commin’ 

for her with a fixed pension. 

For capitalists? 

Many Slovaks took to Communism— 

peasants, people of the land. 

 

I didn’t care why. 

Liked this woman 

giving me the bird 

in liquid form. 

Could no doubt spit through her teeth 

but had no need 

for pretense. 

 
 

Sawtooths in August c 1988   

— Nina Tepedino  

 
Stone sculptures in the sky  

shooting up from the earth, 

as if placed there by some giant hand. 

Silver and white granite faces 

reflecting the soft early evening hues, 

changing constantly at each glance 

thrown backward from the trail. 

Anxious in my climb 

to reach above the tree-line, 

hoping to breathe in the sweeping 

full on scape of space 

rising up from the valley, 

hugged by a collar of forest. 
 

Juanita invites all members to Poets' Picnic on 

Sunday, August 4th, 2013, from 12:00 to 4:00 

p.m. at First St Park in Benicia. This is a free 

event and open to the public.   

 

Hear Poets Laureate of California read and then 

sign their books..  Share food, fun, and poetry.   

 

Please contact: Lois at lois@requist.com or 

Juanita at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com for 

further information.   

 

 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
mailto:lois@requist.com
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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Two hard writing lessons I’ve learned: A first 

draft is not a finished product, and writing well is 

not easy for me.  

Everything I wrote was wonderful when I 

started writing. That delusion probably kept me 

writing so that I continued to improve. By believing 

in my ability, I kept doing it, with ever better 

results. Practice may not make perfect, but it surely 

makes better. 

Now when I re-read one of those old stories, I 

cringe. I realize they were essentially first drafts, 

not ready for publication. 

What is a draft? 

Likely every writer’s definition of a draft is 

different. Here is mine: One complete work-through 

from beginning to end.  

Sketchy draft: My first drafts are either 

sketchy—just the main points of the story and the 

characters—or over-written. Now I accept that. The 

next step is to put that draft aside for a while—a 

few days, a week, a month. When I come back to it, 

I bring new eyes, new questions, new ideas. Then I 

write another draft—beginning to end. At this point, 

if the draft is sketchy, I add details, add characters, 

make a motivation stronger, answer obvious 

questions.  

Rambling/overwritten draft: If the draft is 

rambling, I find the correct starting point, cut out 

extra, non-related material and tighten it up.  

Critique group: Next I take it to my critique 

group. Our members do a thorough reading and 

make comments and suggestions on what works, 

what doesn’t and how the story might be stronger. I 

get their notes and make some of my own. Again I 

set it aside for a while. 

Putting away the draft serves to make it better. 

You’re letting it simmer like spaghetti sauce. Then I 

pull it out again and work another draft, this time 

considering changes/ideas suggested by the  

Write, Write, and Write 

Again 

 

Part of an occasional 

discussion on writing fiction 

 

By Karen Batchelor 

 

group. I often agree with my critics but sometimes 

not. In the end, it’s my story. With each draft the 

story gets fuller, stronger, more interesting. 

Final draft: By now, work on the final draft is 

minimal. The story is in good shape and this is fine-

fine tuning. I check to see that I have varied 

sentence patterns, strong verbs and nouns, that 

sentences are smooth and clear. I check grammar, 

spelling and punctuation.  

How many drafts do you need?  As many as it 

takes to write a good story. 

The third lesson learned: Most of my rejections 

are because I sent stories out too soon—before the 

final draft.   

Your challenge: 

1. Write a first draft of a story you have 

been thinking about. 
2. Re-write an old story from your files.   
3. Do a final draft of a story you think is 

“finished.”  
 

 

Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories, 

essays and professional articles. She is co-author of eight 

textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View College 

was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006. Her work has 

appeared in Sanskrit, The Contemporary West, Diverse 

Voices Quarterly, Career Education, Wide Open, CWC 

Literary Review, and other literary journals. She won an 

Honorable Mention in a Writers Digest Contest, and was a 

finalist in a Glimmer Train contest in 2008. She also won 

two online contests with wordsfordollars. 

REMINDER-MEMBERSHIP DUES! 
 
 

If you have not yet paid your membership 

dues for the 2013/2014 year, now is the time to 

do so. Please fill out the form online at 

http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/renew/.   

Please note you must renew by the end of 

August 2013 or you may have to pay the regular 

$45.00 annual fee plus the $20 fee just to join. 

You will also have to pay the guest fee of $8 

until you renew your membership.  

Don't forget that you can always pay at the 

meeting and then go online to fill out the 

appropriate form.   

 

 

http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/renew/
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The Redwood Writers Events Calendar Gets a Makeover 

 

By Natasha Yim 

 

Did you know the Redwood Writers website has an events calendar? If you 

haven’t seen it, visit www.redwoodwriters.org, go to the "Events" tab, and 

select "Calendar" from the drop-down menu. (or you can bookmark 

http://redwoodwriters.org/meetings/calendar/). The calendar has been updated 

with current and upcoming events and redesigned with a new look. Stop by and 

check out all that Redwood Writers has to offer! Here are a few navigation tips to help you get started. You 

can peruse the calendar by week, month, or agenda. Events, located at the top right, are in list form by date. 

A note on "Week" view: color-coded events are not placed in the appropriate time slots due to Google 

Calendar design limitations. However, if you click on the event, you will see the time the event will take 

place. Select the printer icon next to the "View" tabs to print the calendar. All events are categorized in 

colors for easier viewing.  

Click on any event and a pop-up box will pop provide details, such as times, 

locations, and descriptions. At the bottom of the box are website addresses (where 

available) with more information, including contest submission guidelines and 

event flyers. Google calendar does not allow hyperlinks, but the following steps 

provide access to those sites right from the calendar. NOTE: these steps do not 

work for Internet Explorer.  

PC Users: use Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox as your web browser (free at 

http://www.mozilla.org/en-US/ or http://tinyurl.com/chrome2download). 

Mac Users: Google Chrome, or Safari work best. If you don’t want to 

download a new web browser, you can merely copy the link and paste it into 

Internet Explorer.  

Personal Computers: 

Google Chrome:  (1) click on event, (2) when box comes up, go to the web address 

and highlight it (click on it 3 times or click and drag cursor over the URL), and (3) right click and select "go 

to http: ...." 

Mozilla Firefox:  (1) click on event, (2) when box comes up, go to the web address and highlight it 

(click and drag cursor over the URL For some reason, Mozilla won't let you triple click), and (3) right click 

and select "Open link ...." (you're given the choice of opening the link in a new tab or new window). 

Macintosh Users:  

Google Chrome: (1) click on event, (2) when box comes up, go to the web address and highlight it 

(click on it 3 times or click and drag), (3) control click (press the control key and click on the mouse or track 

pad), (4) select "go to http: ...." 

Safari: (1) click on event, (2) when box comes up, go to the web address and highlight it (click on it 3 

times or click and drag), (3) control click, and (4) select "go to address" 

If you're a Redwood Writers contest chair or facilitator, email your event details and updates for the 

calendar to Natasha Yim, natashayim@natashayim.com. Please include date, time, location, and a short 

description of the event. Please contact Natasha if you have any questions about the calendar or need help 

navigating it. 

Natasha Yim is an author, freelance writer, and playwright. Her picture book, Otto’s Rainy Day (Charlesbridge Publishing) was 

a Kids’ Pick of the Lists selection. She has published articles in Highlights for Children, Appleseeds, and Faces magazines, and 

her ten minute plays have been performed in venues around Northern California, Los Angeles, and Sydney, Australia. Her 

picture book biography, Cixi, The Dragon Empress, was released by Goosebottom Books (www.goosebottombooks.com) in fall 

2011. Natasha’s upcoming books, Sacajawea of the Shoshone (Goosebottom Books) is due out in fall 2012, and Goldy Luck 

and the Three Pandas (Charlesbridge Publishing) is slated for a January 2014 release. 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/meetings/calendar/
http://www.mozilla.org/en-US/
http://tinyurl.com/chrome2download
mailto:natashayim@natashayim.com
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workable goals, to identify and organize capable 

resources, and to design and put processes in place 

though which the goal may be reached. He must add 

feedback loops to the processes so that a 

misdirection or error in calculation can be 

recognized and a correction made  

Through it all, the leader directs or oversees 

direction. She or he stays on top of the processes 

and their intention—provide motivation, bearing 

and suggestion; show enthusiasm and 

understanding, solve or assist in solving problems. 

Finally the leader must be able to recognize success, 

to give and take credit, and offer praise along the 

way. 

This is a lot to ask of one person and/or that 

person may not possess all the ingredients. In either 

case the leader must then be willing to bring others 

in. He or she may ally with a partner or several who 

fill in where weaknesses lie—that is, they may form 

a team. A leader, for example, may have vision but 

lack passion or have both but not know about 

planning and directing—a common reason for 

stumbling or failing completely and why teams, 

picking up on the missing, often work. In a world 

where time is short and tasks are many, a team may 

be the best or only solution. 

This sounds overwhelming but it’s not. These 

are building blocks and can be large or small. The 

point is, they all need to be there—a pocket full or a 

truck, depending on the size and complexity of 

vision. Changing the world may take an army, 

changing an element of our branch, not so much. 

Do you have an idea you’re passionate about?  

Reprinted with permission from the author. 
 

As your California Writers Club representative, I’d 

like to share a tidbit of wisdom from a CWC South 

Bay Branch member. This first appeared on the 

NorCal Group’s website under the Leadership Tab 

and later in the South Bay Writer’s newsletter. 

Enjoy! ~Elaine Webster 

~ 
Leaders come in all shapes, colors, and styles, 

and from most anywhere. Some are charismatic, 

leading with promises and smiles. Others are 

impressively organized and known for processes 

that seldom fail. Some are simply well known, well 

liked, and a pleasure to be around. Wherever, 

whoever: what follows is common among all—all, 

that is, who succeed. 

A leader first has a vision: that is, where to take 

the group and for what purpose. For us, it may be 

growth in the membership roll; more published 

authors, or more through “traditional” hoops. It 

might be more members at meetings, better critique 

groups, and/or a wider variety. These visions, 

whatever they are, often emanate from the group via 

surveys, a consistency with previously adopted 

rules, or just ordinary talk while the leader has his 

or her ears to the ground. 

After vision, the next ingredient in leadership is 

passion. The leader must want to fulfill the vision, 

must be willing to put in the energy, time, and 

potential inconvenience. He/she must be energized, 

enthusiastic, persuasive, and above all, believable 

and credible. With these, the leader develops a 

following, and from that the rest is ready to fall into 

place. 

Above is the potential, but a leader must also 

produce movement; must be able to convert that 

potential into an executable plan and direct that plan 

to its anticipated conclusion, that is, the goal or 

goals that represent the original vision. So, the 

leader must be able to plan; to reduce the vision to 

 

Guest Columnist from the  

South Bay Branch 
 

 

Leadership in a Nutshell 
 

By Dave LaRoche 
 

Dave currently serves as VP and Central Board Rep for 

South Bay Writers and is managing editor of the CWC 

Literary Review. He founded and chaired (three years) the 

CWC NorCal Group, and is past president of South Bay 

Branch (three years).  He has written 30 short stories, 

some published in various media, and currently works on 

his first novel. In an earlier life, he worked as a middle 

manager at a large aerospace company. 
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My upcoming picture book, Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas, due out in Jan. 2014 

from Charlesbridge Publishing has just been selected by the Junior Library Guild for 

their premiere reading list for 2014.  –Natasha Yim 

  
 

I’m tickled to announce my new The Dead Butterflies Diary, my third kid gardening book 

(and my first to illustrate). What’s a good detective story without a body? With magnifying 

glass and camera, Betsy finds out “who done it.” Dead Butterflies, with its sinister kid plot, 

includes glossary, best butterfly flowers and gardening tips. I love butterflies! To find out 

more about me and Dead Butterflies, please go to www.sandybakerwriter.com. At Amazon 

soon. –Sandy Baker  
 

 

 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 

$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 

No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. 

The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 

http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer/. Any ads not of interest to writers or writing 

related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads are placed on a first come, first served basis only. 

Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will be saved for the next newsletter. 

 
 

“The only people for me are the mad ones, the ones who are mad to live, mad to talk, mad to be 

saved, desirous of everything at the same time, the ones who never yawn or say a commonplace thing, 

but burn, burn, burn like fabulous yellow roman candles exploding like spiders across the stars.” ― Jack 

Kerouac, On the Road. 

The Redwood Writers proudly announce that the poetry anthology, And the Beat Goes on, is now 

looking for poems no longer than 50 lines maximum to include in Redwood Writers first full Poetry 

Anthology, release date, April 24, 2014. All poems must be submitted through the Redwood Writers 

web site by September 1, 2013. Submission guidelines:  

 Poets must be members in good standing of  Redwood Writers.  

 Each poet can submit up to  5 poems – up to 3 may be accepted for publication.  

 All poems must be submitted through the Redwood Writers Web site.  

 Up to three qualifying poems per poet may be published.  

 Please include a 50 word biography at the time of submission. 

For more information on the anthology, please , contact the Editor Catharine Bramkamp at 

Bramkamp@yahoo.com.  The official flyer is at the end of the newsletter.  
 

http://www.sandybakerwriter.com/
mailto:Bramkamp@yahoo.com
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Monday, August 12, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
Come and hear five authors read their books. Drop in or reserve space 

by calling (707) 544-2491 or emailing info@jeaneslone.com.  $4.00 

minimum purchase.   

 

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers 

Robbi Sommers Bryant & Linda McCabe 
 

 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Snacks are available. 

Please support the SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic 

sign-ups start at 1:30 p.m. First come, first served. Open Mic Limited 

to five minutes per person. The Master of Ceremonies is Farrell 

Winter.  

Contact:  Abby Bogomolny at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin 

Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 

http://redwoodwriters.org or see the flyer at the end of the newsletter.  

Date:  Saturday, August 24, 2013 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., early sign  

           up at 1:30.   

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,    

           Santa Rosa.  

 
Tuesday, August 27, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 
 
Come and hear five authors read their books.  Drop in or reserve space 
by calling  (707)  889-3419 or emailing monamech@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

 If you would like your blog listed on our social media pages, please email your link to our wonderful 

social media coordinator Natalie Moon-Wainwright at socialmedia@redwoodwriters.org. 

 We have pages on Facebook and Twitter. https://www.facebook.com/RedwoodWriters. 

https://twitter.com/RedwoodWriters.  

 Finally, check out our calendar at http://redwoodwriters.org/meetings/calendar/. Designed by 

Natasha Yim, it has a whole new look!  

 

 
 

 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:monamech@gmail.com
mailto:socialmedia@redwoodwriters.org
https://www.facebook.com/RedwoodWriters
https://twitter.com/RedwoodWriters
http://redwoodwriters.org/meetings/calendar/
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Presents Constance Hale on  

Vex, Hex, Smash, Smooch: How to Perk Up Your Prose 
 

Date:  August 15, 2013 

Time:  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm  

Place:  Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 

Price:  $15 at the door 
 

Constance Hale shares tips and techniques, insights and inspiration — from her new book about how to 

transform sentences. Her talk will romp through the history of English, bust a few favorite myths of 

grammar teachers, and include examples ranging from Shakespeare to Shake 'n Bake, Joan Didion to Junot 

Diaz. She throws in a game and a contest to show you how to exercise a few new muscles. 

Constance Hale is the author of Vex, Hex, Smash, Smooch: Let Verbs Power Your Prose, as well as Sin 

and Syntax and Wired Style. She curates www.sinandsyntax.com, an online salon "for those who love 

wicked good prose." She has been a staff editor at the Oakland Tribune, the San Francisco Examiner, Wired, 

and Health magazines, and her journalism has appeared in The Atlantic, Smithsonian, The Los Angeles 

Times, Honolulu, and many other national publications. Her eight-part series on writing a sentence is at The 

New York Times' Opinionator. Hale also edits books and is a founder of The Prose Doctor:  

http//www.prosedoctors.com/ 
 
 

 

 

North Bay Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI) 
 

Presents author Corina Vacco 

Writing a Fact Based Novel for Young Adults 
 

Date:  August 28, 2013 

Time: 7:00-9:00 p.m.  

Place: Sebastopol Center for the Arts at 282 S. High Street (left side door),   

           Sebastopol. 

  Cost:  Online pre-registration:  $10 donation SCBWI members, $15 non- 

                                                         members. At the Door:  $15 for SCBWI members, $20 for non-members. 

 

Come and learn how Corina Vacco brought her YA non-fiction manuscript alive for young readers. Find 

out why she drove to a toxic landfill to write with her car windows open in the poisoned air. You’ll hear 

about the people who lived next to these horrible areas, what they knew and what they didn’t know, why 

their swimming creek changed colors, why they couldn’t eat the vegetables they grew, why they were 

warned not to dig a hole deeper than two feet.  SCBWI is a professional organization for writers and 

illustrators of children’s books. For more information contact Charles Markee, ctmarkee@gmail.com. To 

find out more about the society visit the website at www.scbwi.org and to learn more about events in the 

North Bay go to http://www.scbwinorthca.org 

 

http://www.sinandsyntax.com/
http://www.prosedoctors.com/
mailto:ctmarkee@gmail.com
http://www.scbwi.org/
http://www.scbwinorthca.org/
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Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The 

Sonoma County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, 

Changing Hurt to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional 

Parks. Her memoirs appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah 

blogs for animal welfare and advocates for dog adoption at 

www.dogleadermysteries.com. 

 

Deborah Taylor-French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time 

sensitive issues, Deborah prefers you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-

1049. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 

you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-mail 

address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 

interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 

cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 

experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 

highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com 

 

 

 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

 

If you were not at the July meeting, you 

missed several Redwood Writer authors reading 

their work that has been published in the last year. 

The author presentations were original, well 

thought out, and engaging.  I enjoyed hearing all 

the authors read and learned something new about 

each and every author-member.   

Our next big event on calendar is the August 

25 Anthology Launch party in Linda and Harry 

Reid's beautiful gardens in Penngrove. Besides 

great company, delicious food, and Shangri-La 

ambience, many Redwood Writer members will 

read their work that was included in the anthology.  

Finally, the next big event is the Sonoma 

County Book Festival on Saturday, September 21, 

2013. Please note that this year the festival will 

not be held downtown, but at Santa Rosa Junior 

College Campus. Bertollini Student Center, Doyle 

Library and Student Quad. I have just learned that 

parking at the junior college will be free that day!  

There are plenty of events at the Sonoma 

County Book Festival, including the Redwood 

Writers Boot Camp, a teen poetry slam, and 

programs for children and young adults.  For more 

information, please visit http://socobookfest.org/. I 

will hopefully have more information to offer in 

the September newsletter.   

You can never go wrong with so many 

wonderful events in lovely Sonoma County! 

Happy writing, all.   

 
 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Rosella Rhine  

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less. All 

pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 

include a picture.  

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 

grammar prior to submission.  

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related. Please note we no longer publish 

members’ private fee-based events. We also do 

not have the room to publish announcements for 

members’ parties. Please include your picture and 

details and a text copy about your writing class or 

event.  

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 

the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Osha, Juanita, Mona, and 

Rosella for all your hard work on The 

Redwood Writer!   

http://socobookfest.org/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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COLOR 
YOUR WORLD

Redwood Writers 
Fiction Contest 2013

Deadline:   Midnight on August 5, 2013
Eligibility:   Residents of Sonoma, Napa, 
   Marin, Solano, Lake and 
   Mendocino counties
Winners:   Announced at Oct. 13, 2013 
   Redwood Writers meeting
Prizes:   1st place, $100
   2nd place, $50 
   3rd place, $25
Submission  CWC Members, $8
Fees:    Nonmembers, $12

Length: 2,000 word maximum
Limit: 1 submission per entrant.
Previously unpublished work only. No online or self-published work. If part of a 
novel, send in only the first 2,000 words (not 2,000 words of Chapter 3 or mid-
dle of novel). This is important, because a reader must be hooked within the first   
pages in order to entice them to read on.
Format: 12 point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced in Word.
On manuscript: Story or novel title. Do not include author name. Paginate 
your manuscript without your name in header. Submit via the website at www.
redwoodwriters.org. Click on Contests and continue from there. Sorry, no snail 
mail submissions. Payment using PayPal on the website or send a check made out 
to Redwood Writers to P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. We must receive 
both your manuscript and your payment before the manuscript will be forwarded 
on to the judges.
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Robert Fischer
Robert Fischer was raised in San Francisco and cur-
rently resides in Santa Rosa and is a semi-retired real 
estate developer. He became a furniture manufacturer 
after serving in the Korean War, an import-exporter and 
a restaurant owner with many outlets in both Australia 
and California. He is an entrepreneur, largely self-
taught, a dad to five children and a husband to his wife 
Helga for 36 years. He flew his own helicopter and flew 
for a senator in the Philippines during the President 
Marcos period. After returning to America, he sold de-
salination equipment 
in Arabia, Australia 
and the Polynesian 
Islands. Plane Jane, 
his debut novel, 
highlights experiences 
in Bulgaria, where 
he witnessed wide-
spread theft of autos 
and airplanes from 
the West. The Return 
of Private Fischer 
is Fischer’s second 
truth-based novel, 
which highlights the 
abandonment of over 
ten thousand Korean 
War soldiers to their 
fate inside the Soviet Gulag and the attempt to find him 
in Siberia and bring him home. Both titles were accept-
ed by Costco.

JC (Jeanne) Miller
JC (Jeanne) Miller’s most recent novel, Va-
cation, was published by Last Light Studio. 
In aaddition to attending Tin House Writer’s 
Work-
shop 
where she 
studied 
with 
Jonathan 
Dee, 
2011 
finalist 
for the 
Pulitzer 
Prize in 
Fiction, 
she has 
been a 
Master 
Class 
resident 
at Hedgebrook Institute. She is a founding 
member of JAM, a manuscript consultation 
team. An avid reader and table tennis enthu-
siast, JC resides in Northern California. Visit 
her website:  jcmillerwriter.com

Anna Loan-Wilsey
Anna Loan-Wilsey has worn lots of different career hats 
including biologist, librarian and now author of the Hattie 
Davish Mystery series. She earned a B.A. at Wells College 
in Aurora, NY and had several poems published in their 
literary magazine, The Chronicle. She earned her M.L.I.S. 
from McGill University in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. She 
has worked in academia much of her life including Syracuse 
University, University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, Texas A&M 
University-Commerce and most recently, Iowa State Univer-
sity, publishing in several scientific peer-reviewed journals.  
Of A Lack of Temperance, her first novel and first in the 
Hattie Davish Mysteries Series, Publishers Weekly said, 
“Loan-Wilsey’s delightful debut introduces Hattie Davish… 
Cozy fans will eagerly await Hattie’s next adventure,” while 
Library Journal 
added that “This 
historical cozy 
debut showcas-
es the author’s 
superb research. 
Readers will be 
fascinated by the 
volatility within 
the 1890s wom-
en’s temperance 
movement and 
by the Victorian 
obsession with 
healing spas … 
this is a warm 
beginning.”  She is a member of Mystery Writers of America 
and Sisters in Crime.  Anything But Civil, the second in the 
series, is due out in October. www.annaloanwilsey.com

Our Judges

Marian lINDNER, 
contest Chair
Marian Lindner is a writer and freelance editor of fiction and non-fiction manuscripts. Her specialties include plot development, point-of-
view, and enhancing clarity while retaining the integrity of a writer’s unique voice. She is the author of two novels, one screenplay, and the 
daily affirmation self-help guide, The Emotionally Available Partner. A former High School English teacher and award-winning grant writer, 
Marian also holds a Master of Arts in Comparative Literature. For more about Marian, check out her website, www.marianlindner.com.



Redwood Writers Anthology 2013: Beyond Boundaries 

Delicious food and drink, beautiful garden setting, a chance to meet and network with 
fellow writers and club members, and inspiration to “go beyond your own boundaries.”

Parasols and lawn dresses/costumes encouraged!
RSVP to annphilipp@comcast.net.

On a Wing and a PoemOn a Wing and a Poem

Launch Party
Sunday, Aug. 25
2:30-5:30 p.m.

Linda & Harry Reid’s Garden
1734 E Cotati Ave, 

Penngrove, CA 94951

Launch Party
Sunday, Aug. 25
2:30-5:30 p.m.

Linda & Harry Reid’s Garden
1734 E Cotati Ave, 

Penngrove, CA 94951

Pear Tree Dreamer
Mona Mechling

Once there was a girl
Who dreamed of a world
That she could see
On the horizon
If she sat long enough
In her pear tree.

The years went by
And the pear tree cycled
Through its seasons
Of blossom and fruit
And the girl cycled
Through her seasons
Of blossom as well.

From where she sat
In her pear tree
The horizon didn’t change
From the rural countryside
Where she was still a captive.

The world she needed to see
Eventually crept
From her imaginings
Onto the page
And the adventure
Soon began.

Celebrate the launch of the Redwood Writers Anthology 2013, 
and hear a sampling of poets and prose writers read their selected pieces. 

Chair Ana Manwaring



And the Beats Go On...
Call for Submissions
Come be a part of the Inaugural issue of 
the Redwood Writers Poetry Anthology

Theme:
Respond to the Beat poets either directly or use their legacy as your 
jumping off point. A few categories for inspiration:

On the Road
 Tribute to Jack Kerouac 
 (travel poems, journal poems, adventure poems)
Howling
 Tribute to Allen Ginsberg 
 (social commentary, internal poems)
Imagination
 Tribute to Diane di Prima (fantasy)
Rip Rap
 Tribute to Gary Snyder 
 (scenic poems, response to nature poems, tribute to 
 California landscape and place)
The Dharma Bums
 Tribute to Zen lunatics (haiku, tanka)
City Lights
 Tribute to Lawrence Ferlinghetti 
 (urban grit, tributes to California cities)

As always, these are 
suggestions. You are not 
required to submit poems 
specifically to the Beat 
theme — surprise us!

Guidelines:
Deadline for submissions is Sept. 1, 2013.

• Poets must be members in good standing of  Redwood Writers.
• Each poet can submit up to  5 poems – up to 3 may be accepted for publication
• All poems must be submitted through the Redwood Writers Web site
• Up to three qualifying poems per poet may be published
• Please include a 50 word biography at the time of submission

• Only previously unpublished poems will be accepted. Once published in the Anthology rights will revert back to the poet, but 
please mention the Anthology if you subsequently re-publish the work. Poets will receive the usual immortality that comes with 
appearing in print. The editor and editorial team and Redwood Writers reserves the right to quote your included poem(s) in the 
service of promoting both the anthology in general and you in particular. This will include blog posts, podcasts, readings, PR 
announcements and anything else we can do to create interest and buzz in the book.  

• We are looking for poems no longer than 50 lines maximum
• All poems must be submitted by Sept. 1, 2013 for consideration.
• Poets will be notified in December 2013.
 • The anthology will be published in April in time for the Poetry Breakfast April 26, 2014 at the Redwood Writers Conference.



Redwood Writers 
2013 Contests

‘Who Are You?’ 
Memoir Contest
Kick Off: April 2013 Meeting
Deadline to Submit: June 1, 2013
Awards at Aug. 11, 2013 Meeting

‘Color Your World’
Fiction Contest
Kick Off: May 2013 Meeting
Deadline to Submit: Aug. 5, 2013
Awards at Oct. 13, 2013 Meeting

‘The Light Inside’
Poetry Contest
Kick Off: August 2013 Meeting
Deadline to Submit: Nov. 15, 2013
Awards at Jan. 12, 2014 Meeting

Playwriting Contest
Kick Off: September 2013 Meeting
Deadline to Submit: Dec. 15, 2013
Awards at Feb. 9, 2014 Meeting
(Winning plays to be produced two 
weekends in May 2014.)

Contest Coordinator Linda Loveland Reid

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org for contest details.
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