
Redwood Writers Newsletter   1 

“Writers Helping Writers”                         August 2012                      www.redwoodwriters.org                               

www.redwoodwriters.org                                         www.redwoodwriters.org                               

www.redwoodwriters.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Writers need to be able to discuss their 

work in verbal shorthand with agents, 

bookstores, reviewers, readers and the media, as 

well as with friends and family. Inspiration-to-

Creation coach Nina Amir will show you how to 

summarize your work into a pithy statement that 

can be used for query letters, book jacket covers, 

webpage summations, personal interactions, and 

much more. 

Amir inspires people to combine their 

purposes and passion so they Achieve More 

Inspired Results (AMIR). She motivates writers 

and non-writers alike to create publishable and 

published products and careers as authors as 

well as to achieve their goals, manifest their 

dreams and fulfill their purpose. 

The author of ten short books, including 

the “How to Evaluate Your Book for Success” 

and “10 Days and 10 Ways to Your Best Self,” 

her newest book, “How to Blog a Book, Write, 

Publish and Promote Your Work One Post at a 

Time,” was released in May by Writer’s Digest 

Books. 
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What Say You? 

 

AUGUST 12, 2012 SPEAKER  
NINA AMIR 

 

Why Every Writer Needs a Pitch: 

How to Summarize Your Book in 50 

Words or Less 
 

 
 

“A Summer Celebration of Poetry!” 
 

Saturday, August 18, 2012 
3:00 - 6:00 p.m. in Cotati. 

 

Bring your original poems, prose poems, or a 

favorite poem by another writer. Readings are for up 

to five minutes.  All members are welcome! 
 

RSVP:  Registration, directions, food for our potluck 

dinner.  

 

Contact Sher Gamard at gmard@redshift.com.   
 

mailto:gmard@redshift.com
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  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Elaine Webster 

 

There is no doubt; Redwood Writers is on the move. 

Recently I reviewed the newly formed Author Support Yahoo 

Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RWC-author-support/. 

The pre-general meeting group is the brainchild of Thonie 

Hevron and Amber Starfire, in which members engage in 

ongoing discussion and support. The online group extends the conversation to those who 

cannot make the regular meetings. I see this forum as a welcome addition to the branch 

member group, which is monitored for extensive discussions. This is the group to join to 

share as often and as much as you want. So check it out.  

In addition, the newly formed Presentation Committee is now in place to bring us low-

cost and high quality workshops. This group formed from May’s Leadership Retreat to 

identify and fill your needs. To start, we will look no further than our own club roster. 

Numerous qualified teachers and presenters are listed right there and the benefits are three-

fold. One, you learn to be a better writer at an affordable cost. Two, the presenters, in these 

tough economic times, benefit financially. Three, Redwood Writers attracts more 

professionals that want to hone in on this great opportunity to teach motivated students. 

Then there’s cyberspace where vision, ingenuity, and creativity rule. There are 

numerous ways to improve our web presence, one concept at a time. We already have 

volunteer bloggers set to splash your thoughts across our electronic pages. What more can 

we do? Webinars? Online critique groups? Craft tips? Publishing advice? Mentorship? This 

is an area that’s wide open to volunteer creativity. You decide what you want and what you 

can do then email me a proposal. Do you need a budget? Send me that too and I’ll take it to 

the board.  

Now, you poets out there brush off those plumes and prepare to dust our universe with 

rhyme. This month’s salon has a poetry theme—self-scribed or a favorite work to read. And I 

have a tip for you prose writers. Try a prose poem. This is your chance to use all those words 

that your editor took out.  Here’s a challenge: take a character from your work and poetically 

express their most inner feelings in 500 words or less. I was first exposed to prose poetry 

through Terry Ehret, a former Poet Laureate of Sonoma County. To read more: http://paper-

pencil-pen.blogspot.com/2010/11/terry-ehrets-workshop-outside-box.html 

Oh, and the theater. Our short play contest was a huge success. Nine playwrights saw 

their works professionally staged at the Sixth Street Playhouse. This is the time to start 

working on next year’s contest submissions that will deadline in February. So, start writing 

those lines. 

As President, I see us at a pivotal point in our club’s development, which encompasses 

all that’s new and exciting in writing and publishing. I also see us nurturing the basics while 

honing our craft. Our motto of “writers helping writers” has never been more powerful. 
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RWC-author-support/
http://paper-pencil-pen.blogspot.com/2010/11/terry-ehrets-workshop-outside-box.html
http://paper-pencil-pen.blogspot.com/2010/11/terry-ehrets-workshop-outside-box.html
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

KATE FARRELL  

 
By Mark Piper 

 

If you don’t know who Kate Farrell is 

you’re either new to Redwood Writers or you 

haven’t been paying attention. Known for her warm 

personality and ready smile, Kate joined Redwood 

Writers in 2004 and has served in various 

capacities, including Member of the Board and 

Representative to the California Writers Club. 

Primarily a librarian by profession, Kate 

earned a Master’s in Library Science at UC 

Berkeley in 1970. But her passion has always been 

Storytelling and its modern iteration, memoir.  

It’s not surprising then, that among Kate’s 

strongest influences was Carl Jung, the Swiss 

psychiatrist who famously focused on archetypes 

and myth.  

Kate started as an English teacher in San 

Francisco, assigned to a Hunter’s Point junior high 

school, one of the worst in the system. Most of her 

students couldn’t even read. So Kate read to them 

and eventually related the ancient myths and 

folktales from memory. That transformed a drab 

classroom into a magical place. At the time, she 

didn’t even know that Storytelling was a viable 

discipline. 

In graduate school, Kate happened upon a 

course in Storytelling and learned about the 

tradition and how to perform it in a professional 

way. As she puts it, “I found my gift and then found 

a way to give it away to kids who were at risk.” 

Much later, a two-year course at a Berkeley psychic 

school provided valuable training on how to read 

auras and more effectively relate to an audience.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

With support from the Zellerbach Family 

Fund, Kate established the Word Weaving Project, 

which provided professional training and developed a 

statewide language arts curriculum in the art of 

Storytelling for educators at all levels. Kate co-

authored a monograph, Effects of Storytelling: An 

Ancient Art for Modern Classrooms, created Word 

Weaving: A Teaching Sourcebook, co-wrote and 

produced a Storytelling training video, and wrote 

Storytelling: A Guide for Teachers.  

Sadly Storytelling was dropped from 

California schools. But, as Kate helped produce the 

first Vintage Voices anthology and heard Beth 

Grimes read aloud, she saw that Storytelling was not 

a lost art after all; it was simply going by a different 

name, “memoir.”  

These days Kate is part of the rebirth of the 

memoir. She edited the acclaimed anthology, 

Wisdom has a Voice: Every Daughter’s Memories of 

Mother, and she is hard at work on a second 

collection due out next spring: The Times They Were 

A-Changing: Women’s Memoirs of the ‘60s and ‘70s. 

Kate views women’s memoir as much more 

than just a popular genre; she sees it as a cultural 

revolution—a new oral tradition that provides the 

opportunity for women to finally find their voice. In 

a sense, Kate has stayed the same course throughout 

her career, starting with preserving myths and 

folktales through Storytelling and transitioning into 

giving voice to personal truths through memoir. Her 

goal is to continue down this road as different media 

come into play and to examine new platforms for the 

stories we share. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Event:   Sonoma County Book Festival 

Date:     Saturday, September 22, 2012 

Time:     10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

Contact Robbi Bryant at rbryant224@att.net if you 

would like to volunteer.                

 

More details on Page 7                                                                               
                                                

 
 

mailto:rbryant224@att.net
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Are you a Pantser or a Planner and does it 

make a difference? I think the answer is yes, most 

authors are one or the other, and while it may only 

matter to you, not your reader, it makes a big 

difference in how you work. 

Planners think their books through pretty 

thoroughly beforehand, often taking months or 

years to feel they've got a good handle on the 

material. I write historical fiction based on well-

known legends and want to know which characters, 

what stories lines and where different actions take 

place in order to shape the arc of the book even 

before beginning to write.  

Pantsers, on the other hand, are generally 

under assault by really strong story lines or 

characters who goad them into telling their tales 

whether they are ready or not. Often these are 

voices rattling around inside the writer's head, 

demanding to be let out until the hapless wordsmith 

simply has to sit down and begin typing, mostly 

flying by the seat of his or her pants. 

Of course there are devotees to each of these 

approaches--some pantsers claim that laying out a 

story beforehand cramps their inventive spirit, 

doesn't allow for discovery as they go along and 

takes all the fun out of the project. 

And many planners sniff that most pantsers 

end up with lots of writing exercises and precious 

few printable results.  

Most authors fall somewhere in between. I 

plan on months, sometimes years, of research 

during which I ferret out all manner of things 

beginning with which era is involved, what the 

archaeological records show, how the 

environmental and cultural forces could have 

affected the people/story, etc.   

Mining this much detail comes in part from 

the adage 'Write what you know about,' and part 

because I find wonderful 'aha!' moments when a 

real historical circumstance explains or opens up  
 

some part of the story to a new interpretation. 

Although not as free spirited as the pantser's 

approach, the thrill of creative discovery is just 

as great. 

I also write as I go along. One trip to 

Britain included a visit to the awesome Lake 

Wastwater where I suddenly 'saw' a scene acted 

out in front of me. Grabbing my notebook I 

scribbled down the description of Arthur's King 

Making on the spot, and it found its way 

verbatim into the first volume, Child of the 

Northern Spring.  

Confirmed pantsers, however, scribble 

down everything that comes to mind. That's often 

followed by hours--weeks, even months--of 

sorting through it all. Generally, the result 

requires heavy editing and rewriting, which can 

take up as much time as the planner's planning.  

So in the end is it better to be a pantser or 

planner? I really don't think it matters--you need 

to find the approach that works best for you, 

whether that's as a purist in either camp or a 

mixture of both. The important thing is to get 

your story down on paper so as to reach the 

readers who will be captured by it...most of 

whom won't care how you did it.  

 

 

 

Persia’s Points  
 

Persia Woolley 

Persia has been a journalist, non-fiction author and 

historical novelist and her award winning Guinevere 

books were originally Book of the Month Club 

selections and translated into seven languages. All three 

have been re-issued by Sourcebooks in 2011 and 2012. 

She's been an active member of RWC since 2008 and 

frequently speaks at writers gatherings and conferences. 

 

General Meeting  

Upcoming Events  
 

September 9, 2012:  Awards for Science 

Fiction Short Story Contest Winners  

 

October 14, 2012:  Authors Launch 

Number Two!  

 

November 11, 2012:  Awards for 

Mystery Contest Winners  
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NATSUKASHII 

— Michelle Wing 

 

My Japan is 

the neighborhood greengrocer – 

eggplant, kabocha, daikon, sweet watermelon. 

Hiyayako, silky taste at the tofu stand. 

It is students in the subway, 

gleaming like stars in fresh uniforms. 

And taxi drivers in white cotton gloves, 

alongside housewives on bicycles, 

laden with shopping bags. 

It is the snow of New Year’s at temples, 

with a rainbow of kimonos. 

And, most of all, in the spring, 

it is the nightly news, a weather report 

with the pink line of the cherry blossom 

gradually rising, hanami. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GAMBLER                                                                                  

— Robert M. Shafer (7-1-2012) 

        

Amazing Grace, How sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I leaned against a rough brick wall, 

My legs stretched out on a spit-stained sidewalk, 

I listened to the sweet voices of skid row Salvationists. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see.   

I gave up heroin, harlots and hate. 

The price required to live in perpetuity with the Lord. 

Now sweet wine and endless nausea challenge me. 

My suspicious mind swirls in constant confusion. 

How much sin must I cast aside and when? 

As I gamble that death won’t surprise me. 

Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far 

And Grace will lead me home. 

If…If I could stand up at this very moment, 

I’d follow the singing soldiers.  

Into their chapel of eternal life. 

Tomorrow I will.  

I know I will. 
 

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter.  Each month a 

poem or two will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems 

will be chosen based on the space available. Send one poem per 

person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work 

best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin, 

Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th
 of the month to be included 

in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  
 

“The secret of it all, is to write in the gush, the throb, the flood, of the moment – to put things 

down without deliberation – without worrying about their style – without waiting for a fit time or 

place. I always worked that way. I took the first scrap of paper, the first doorstep, the first desk, 

and wrote – wrote, wrote…By writing at the instant the very heartbeat of life is caught.” ― Walt 

Whitman 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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Point Reyes Light has published my story “Muddy Waters” in the June 14, 2012 issue. My 

story is available at Good Earth grocery in Fairfax so people can buy it without going over the 

hill. Nifty. -Susanna Solomon 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to share with you that the paperback version of my novel, The Dark Horse of 

Shanghai, will be posted on Amazon.com soon.  The ebook version was just posted.  The Dark 

Horse of Shanghai is the first in a series of novels that feature Kip Duchene and his 

frustrations in dealing with Chinese business practices.  The next Kip Duchene novel, 

Dragon’s Head of Shanghai, is expected to be released early next year. -Kent Sorenson   

 

 

You can read about the ebook release of Sonoma Squares Murder Mystery, the serial that ran 

for 16 days in The Press Democrat. Four Redwood Writers members contributed chapters 

(Linda C. McCabe, Ana Manwaring, Charles Markee and Robert Digitale). The book is free on 

Smashwords and 99 cents on Amazon.- Robert Digitale  

 

 

 

I won the BAIPA Award (Bay Area Independent Publishers Association) for Best Genre 

Fiction for my book, The Beautiful Evil--an exciting, fast read, controversial book.  To see the 

full list of winners, go to http://www.baipa.org/Default.aspx?pageId=1335800. -Robbie 

Bryant  

 

 

My ten minute play, "Flavor of the Month" has been accepted into the Short+Sweet Brisbane 

Ten Minute Theatre Festival. It will be staged on August 18 and 19, 2012 in Brisbane, 

Australia. My prior experience with the Short+Sweet International Ten Minute Theatre 

Festival was January 2011 when my play, "Playing with Knives" was selected and 

performed in Sydney, Australia at the 2011 Short+Sweet Sydney Festival.- Natasha Yim 

 

 

MORE HOOTS AND HOLLERS FOR 

REDWOOD SALON! 
 

The last Redwood Salon took place on July 23, 2012 at Blake and 

Elaine Webster’s house.  It was a day of fabulous food, conversation, 

and super readings at the lovely Webster home! What a perfect 

Sunday afternoon!- Jean Wong  

 

http://www.baipa.org/Default.aspx?pageId=1335800
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Redwood Writers 2012 Mystery Short Story Contest 

This contest is open to writers living in counties of Sonoma, Marin, Napa, Mendocino, 

Lake, and Solano. The deadline is midnight September 15, 2012. Maximum 2000 

words. Unpublished work only. Email submissions to dtfwriter@gmail.com. Contest 

fee is $12 nonmembers and $8 CWC members via Paypal. The address for snail mail 

checks will be provided at a later date. Prizes will be awarded at the November 11, 

2012 Membership meeting.  Deborah Taylor-French is the Contest Chair. Judges are 

Rhys Bowen, Shelley Singer and Kelli Stanley.   
 

 

Join your fellow writers. Sell your book at Sonoma County Book Festival on September 22, 2012 from 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Rent a booth for $75.00, but save money by sharing it with another writer.   

 

Registration and liability forms can be found at www.redwoodwriters.org, or contact Robbi Bryant at 

rbryant224@att.net.   A large crowd is expected! 
 

PUT YOUR BOOK 

IN THE LIMELIGHT! 

 
At the Sonoma County Book Festival 

Napa Writers Network 

Open Mic Features 

 

Children’s Authors 

Jeanne Jusaitis & Sandy Baker 
 

 

Date:       Sunday, August 5, 2012 

Time:      2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Where:   Copperfield’s Bookstore 

                3900A Bel Aire Plaza 

                Napa, CA 
 

All writers, including children and young adults, are 

welcome to read their work during the open mic 

portion of the afternoon. Sign in early for a turn at the 

mic. All readings MUST be “kid friendly” and 

limited to five minutes. 

 

For more information visit: 

www.napawritersnetwork.com 
 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:rbryant224@att.net
http://www.napawritersnetwork.com/
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REDWOOD WRITERS OPEN MIC 

SoCo Coffee 

Saturday, August 25, 2012 

4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
 

Featured Reader:  Abby Bogomohy 
(other readers to be announced) 

 

 Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Light salads, sandwiches and snacks are available. Please 

support the SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase.  Open mic signups start at 3:30 p.m. First come, first 

serve. Limited to a five minute reading time per person. For more information, contact Robin Moore at 

rockridge6532@comcast.net  or Abby Bogomolny at ever3009@gmail.com.    

 

 
 

Monday, August 13, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

 
Tuesday, August 28, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 
 

Drop in or make reservations to sit with a particular author. 

Five authors will dine with the general public and read from 

their books. info@jeaneslone.com 

 
FROM MEMBERSHIP CHAIR JULIE WINRICH 

 

I want to thank all members who renewed their dues early and those who are/will be renewing.  Don't 

forget to send in your renewal dues to stay a member of this "writers helping writers" family. The 

Winners of the 2012-2013 Early Bird Renewal Raffle are: 

  

 Ip4600 Canon Printer from MacAdvantage - Jo Lauer 

 JAM Manuscript Consulting by Ana Manwaring - David Mechling 

 Ip4500 Canon Printer from anonymous donor - Brenda Bellinger 

 Three winners of a five page edit from Charlotte Cook, Adapting Sideways - John J. Lesjack, 

Charles Markee, and  Dave Seter 

 RW Board reimbursement for the 2012-2013 Renewal dues - Laura McHale Holland 

 Marlene Cullen's Writers Forum Gift Certificate of 5 workshop in Petaluma - Mark Piper 

 Arlene Miller's edit - Susanna Solomon 

 

We also awarded grab bags filled with items for writing and/or Redwood Writer anthologies and the 

California Writers Club Centennial anthology, but you had to be present to win.  Winners of the grab 

bags were Jennie Frost Butler, Heidi Sue Roth, Ken Weaver, Marilyn G. Wolters.  Congratulations to all 

the winners, and enjoy Redwood Writers! 
 

mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
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The deadline is 5:00 p.m. on October 15, 2012.  Residents of Sonoma, Napa, Marin, Solano, Lake and 

Mendocino counties are eligible to enter.  Awards will be presented at a special ceremony at the 

December 9, 2012 Redwood Writers general membership meeting, with the following prizes:  

 

 First Place-Ten page manuscript critique by literary agent Karen Grencik of Red Fox Literary 

Agency (www.redfoxliterary.com) & $100 

 Second Place-$75 and a signed copy of Deborah Halverson’s Writing Young Adult Fiction for 

Dummies 

 Third Place- $25 and a signed copy of Jody Gehrman’s YA novel Babe in Boyland 

 

For fees and guidelines, go to the “Contests” tab at http://redwoodwriters.org.  Go to page 11 for the first 

judge profile!  

Suzanne Dooling 

Pamela D. Fender 

Betsy Burns Westing 

Connie Madden 

Renee Alana Cardenas 

Marian Lindner 

Sharon Porter Moxley 

Susan Dregéy 

Johanna Sandev 

Nancy Cavers Dougherty 

Robert Fischer 
 

Play Festival News! 
 

The Second Annual Redwood Writers Play Festival was a 

smash sold out hit! The partnership with 6th Street Playhouse 

brought a load of attention to our club through radio and 

press. Over 400 attendees enjoyed nine plays and panel 

discussion by playwrights.  

 

The Play Festival is a fundraiser, and this year $2000 was 

collected to help support events for members. 

 

A vote for "Audience Choice" was taken by those who saw 

the plays. Congratulations to Malena Eljumaily for her play 

"Special Delivery," directed by Linda Loveland Reid, for 

winning first choice. 
 

Thank you to Linda Loveland 

Reid for chairing again this year. 

Linda wants to remind everyone 

that the deadline to submit a play 

for 2013 Festival is Feb 1. Get 

writing and join in the fun of 

seeing your play "live on stage!" 
 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
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Robin Moore Visits the Emerald Isle! 

 

On my vacation in Ireland I met with author Laurence O'Bryan for coffee at 

Bewley's Cafe in Dublin.  He presented me with a copy of his debut novel, The 

Istanbul Puzzle, which he published this spring with Avon Books (Harper Collins). I 

couldn't put his book down on the plane ride home! I read the entire book between 

Dublin and San Francisco.  

 

I stumbled upon Emily Gillmor Murphy’s book launch for her contemporary 

coming of age novel, You and I. I just happened to walk into the Dublin bookstore 

when her launch was being held on June 28. Emily published her novel with 

Random House, UK. 

 

 

In Limerick I met Maureen Murphy, who is from the Ireland Chapter of the Society 

of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI). Maureen is a children’s 

picture book author and a very talented illustrator.  Here I am with Maureen and her 

children Emily and Daniel, where we met in a café in Limerick.—Robin Moore 

 

 

AUTHOR SUPPORT GROUP 

 

Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

 

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin County. 

After college, she worked for several California law enforcement agencies. She retired 

after 35 years and uses her experience to write thrillers based on the rich and textured life 

of the people behind the badge. Read more at http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Amber Lea Starfire writes fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and is a 

freelance editor and a publisher. She has an M.A. from Stanford University in Design & 

Development of Educational Programs as well as a B.S. from University of San Francisco 

in Organizational Behavior. Her mission is to empower others to make meaning of their 

lives, achieve their creative and expressive potentials, and tell their stories, by helping 

them access their inner wisdom and creative power through the act of writing. Contact 

Amber at http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com/
http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact
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Young Adult Fiction Contest 2012 
 

A Conversation with Jody Gehrman 
By Natasha Yim 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the next three issues of the Redwood 

Writer, we will profile each of our fabulous judges 

of the Young Adult Fiction Writing contest, and 

gleaning some useful insider tips. First up: Jody 

Gehrman. 

Jody Gehrman is the author of three adult 

novels (Summer in the Land of Skin, Tart, Notes 

from the Backseat) and three young adult novels 

(Triple Shot Betty, Triple Shot Bettys in Love, and 

2011‘s Babe in Boyland). She was also one of the 

workshop presenters in the First Steps writer’s 

conference in April. Here, YA fiction contest 

chair, Natasha Yim, chats with Jody about how 

she made the transition from adult to young adult 

fiction, tips for snagging an agent, and developing 

an authentic young adult voice. 

Natasha:  You started out as an author of 

three published adult books, how did you get into 

writing young adult fiction? 

Jody:  My first YA novel, Confessions of 

a Triple Shot Betty, just felt like a story that had to 

be told from the perspective of a teen character. 

It's a modern retelling of Shakespeare's Much Ado 

about Nothing set in a drive-through espresso 

stand. As soon as I got the idea, I knew the 

characters would be in their teens; thus a new YA 

author was born! Once I tried writing from a YA 

point of view I realized how right it felt, so I've  

 

  
 

stuck with that audience for the last few books.  

 Natasha:  All your young adult novels are 

written in the first person. Do you generally prefer 

first person point of view? What are the 

advantages and disadvantages of first person vs. 

third person in YA? 

Jody:  Almost all of my novels (adult and 

YA) are first person present tense. Several are 

written in the form of journals and one is 

epistolary. I have to get as far into the main 

character's head as possible to find the voice; first-

person present tense helps me do this. In general 

my novels tend to be more character-driven than 

plot-driven. I think third person can be very useful 

if you’re building a suspenseful, complicated plot 

that requires you to move around in a filmic way, 

observing any scene that serves your story. Since 

my novels tend to focus more on relationships and 

character dynamics than major plot points, first 

person feels like a better fit for me. 

Natasha:  You seem to be able to capture 

the teenage voice of your protagonists very well. 

The concept of Voice can be very elusive to many 

writers. Do you have any tips on how to develop 

an authentic young adult Voice? 

Jody:  Even if you choose to write your 

story from the third person POV, I'd suggest 

journaling in the voice of your character to get to 

know them. You can interview your character as 

well, though journaling can be very useful because 

it feels more intimate. I often ask my characters to 

journal about specific issues, not just ramble on, 

so it's kind of a two-for-one exercise, because your 

characters help you work out plot points while 

also revealing their unique way of speaking and 

seeing the world. I tend to "cast" my characters, 

either with real people I've met but don't know 

very well, or with actors. This literally gives me a 

"voice" to draw from. I generally try to give my 

characters idiosyncratic expressions that are all 
                                       

  Continued on page 12 
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their own; for example, Natalie from Babe in 

Boyland tends to swear in German. 

Natasha:  How did you find your agent? 

Do you have any advice for aspiring writers on 

how to get an agent? 

Jody:  I met my current agent at a writer's 

conference. I read her bio online, liked what I saw, 

and emailed her before we met. I knew she had a 

thing for necromancers from reading an interview 

with her, so I baited the hook with that. She 

offered five-minute pitch sessions, but I knew I'd 

never manage to squeeze my ideas into such a 

short window, so I emailed her ahead of time and 

tried to get her interest. I know, it's kind of 

cheating, but we hit it off right away and I was 

already on her radar by the time we met, so I felt 

less desperate to impress. It's so important to 

approach agents as people with specific tastes, to 

target the ones who already love the kind of work 

you're doing; research who they represent ahead of 

time so you know what they're looking for. I 

suspect writers conferences are the most effective 

way to connect with agents. First, though write the 

best book you can possibly write so they can't 

resist you as a client. 

Natasha:  You are the author of six 

traditionally published books.  Your young adult 

novels are published by one of the Big Six 

publishers, and you have agent representation. 

Why did you decide to go the self-publishing route 

with your most recent YA Audrey’s Guide to 

Witchcraft? 

Jody:  I decided to publish this latest book 

independently for a few reasons: 

1)   Total Creative Control: While authors 

occasionally get to offer input into book design 

and marketing strategies, more often we're 

sidelined or not included in the process at all. With 

Audrey's Guide to Witchcraft, I hired my own 

model and sketched out my own vision for the 

cover. We transformed my writing studio into a 

photo studio and my husband David went to work. 

We obsessed over fonts and pored over Photoshop 

tutorials. We've had a blast making it our own. I'm 

now attacking every aspect of marketing with the 

same gusto. It's liberating, taking control in this 

way. 

2)   Massive Increase in Royalties: I'm not 

 

 

totally naive. I know I'll have to sell a lot of books 

to earn anywhere near the advances I got with my 

first two book deals. Still, considering that I'll be 

going from an average of 10% royalties to 

approximately 70%, even a moderate success has 

the potential to work for me financially. 

3)   No Waiting: Ask any writer and they'll 

confirm that the waiting process is endless and 

creatively draining. You have to wait months for 

editors and agents to get back to you, your pub 

date gets delayed, your project is on hold until you 

can get more feedback. It goes on and on. With 

this process, publishing happens when I say it 

does.  

4)   It's Fun: I'll probably be signing a new 

tune if my marketing falls flat and I join the fifty 

percent of self-pubbed writers who earn less than 

$500 a year at their craft. After living with the 

disempowering lack of involvement, I often felt 

with traditional publishing there's a real skydiving-

esque thrill to all of this. I'm taking the plunge. 

The outcome is uncertain. Wish me luck. 

 

 
 

plays have been performed in venues around Northern 

California, Los Angeles, and Sydney, Australia. Her picture 

book biography, Cixi, The Dragon Empress, was released by 

Goosebottom Books (www.goosebottombooks.com) in fall 

2011. Natasha’s upcoming books, Sacajawea of the 

Shoshone (Goosebottom Books) is due out in fall 2012, and 

Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas (Charlesbridge 

Publishing) is slated for a January 2014 release. 

 

 

Contest Chair – Natasha Yim 

Natasha Yim is an author, freelance 

writer, and playwright. Her picture book, 

Otto’s Rainy Day (Charlesbridge 

Publishing) was a Kids’ Pick of the Lists 

selection. She has published articles in 

Highlights for Children, Appleseeds, and 

Faces magazines, and her ten-minute  

 

Keep your pencils poised and your 

eyes peeled for new workshops in 

November 2012 and January 2013!  
 

Details Forthcoming!   
 

 

http://goosebottombooks.com/site/
http://redwoodwriters.org/contests/young-adult-fiction-writing-contest-2012-2/
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Journaling for Writers 
A Workshop on Developing Your Craft 

 

Date:  Saturday, September 15, 2012 

Time: 9:30 am–1:30 pm 

Place: Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa 

            2777 4
th

 Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405  

Price: $25 members, $35 non-members 

 

Presented by Amber Lea Starfire 
 

 
 

Have you ever wondered if keeping a 

journal is for you, or what journaling has to offer 

writers? 

In this four-hour September workshop, 

beginning and advanced writers alike will learn 

powerful and effective journaling techniques to 

enhance their writing skills. You will learn and 

practice journaling methods to help develop 

strong settings, create dynamic characters, 

enhance sensory descriptions, and reflect on 

meaning and theme in your work. 

During the workshop, Amber Lea Starfire 

will employ a combination of lecture and 

demonstration, in-class exercises, and group 

discussions. 

Topics Include: 

 Why journaling techniques work and 

when to use them 

 Creative Clustering 

 Dialogues & Monologues 

 Letters 

 Interviewing characters 

 Crazy-long Lists 

 Captured Moments 

 What-if’s and Sentence Starters 
 

 

 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email 

submissions to Susan Littlefield at 

editor@redwoodwriters.org 

 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita 

Martin at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. 75 words or less 

and include a picture.   

 

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. 

 

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related.  Please include your picture and 

details about your class or event.  

 

Submissions are now open for Why I Write and 

What I’m Reading.  Please keep word count to 

60 words or less.  Pieces will be published as 

space permits.  
 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 
 

General membership meetings are held the 

second Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 

p.m. in the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 

4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

 

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


Redwood Writers Newsletter   14 

 
EDITOR’S CORNER  

 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

   

I was looking forward to the author launch 

at the July meeting but was unable to attend.  

However, I remember past launches where 

Redwood Writers authors were honored and 

asked to read from their books. These launches 

were alive with camaraderie, admiration, and 

good old fashioned fun.  Book launches are an 

excellent way to promote our work, but there are 

also plenty of other avenues to explore. 

Redwood Writers has plenty of 

promotional activities.  Authors display their 

books at general membership meetings.  Breaking 

News in the newsletter is an excellent venue to 

share about that new novel or short story 

collection.  Scattered between general meetings, 

there are odd month readings, salons, and open 

mics.  All of these activities are created and ran 

by proactive Redwood Writer volunteers.     

 Our next book launch is scheduled for 

October 2012, but don’t wait until then to put 

your work out there. Create “launch” 

opportunities where you can present to the world 

your wonderful canvas of words.    

 

Susan Littlefield  

Redwood Writer Editor   

 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Member in the Spotlight 

Editor: 

Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Jeanne Miller 

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

A special thanks to Juanita, Osha, Jeanne, and 

Mona for all their hard work on The Redwood 

Writer! 

 

 

 

 
In one short (or 

sometimes long) 

creative sentence.  

 
A young boy, whose mother found a home for him by 

posting an ad in a Chicago newspaper in 1951, tells us 

the story of his childhood.- Robert Shaver. 

 

She was a captive of silence until nightmares forced her 

to speak- Ala Crone-Hayden 

 

Looking forward to carefree days and the joys of travel, 

Paige goes on tour in the U.K. only to discover that some 

of her traveling companions, including the gregarious 

tour guide and his quiet driver, have dark secrets and 

deep longings.-Betsy Westing  

 

The quintessential baby boomer memoir of the 1970s 

complete with sex, drugs and rock and roll.- Elaine 

Webster  
 

Love is sweeter than wine, but so is...revenge.- Janis 

Flores  
 

Suddenly single and alone at 73, Kay loses fear of aging 

as she rebuilds a spiritually relevant, materially 

successful and deeply satisfying life.- Kay Mehl Miller 

 

Amy Tan falls into the arms of Jodi Picoult as they sort 

out secrets and mysteries of a lifetime.- Linda Loveland 

Reid  
 

Seniors: It's now the time to follow your hidden dreams 

and find your creative self.-Martha D. Peterson 

 

You'll never look at Hamlet the same way again.- Persia 

Woolley  
 

The existence of the Lotus Cross with blood traces of the 

risen Christ hidden within it has been confirmed and 

many will do anything to have it.- Raymond J. 

Anderson  

 

Zack's Zany Zucchiniland is a kid's twisted picture book 

about a totally bored young boy growing vegetables.- 

Sandy Baker  
 

Sheriff's Detective Meredith Ryan's determination to 

solve her first homicide may make it her last.- Thonie 

Hevron  

This month: 

What is your logline 

for a story, song, 

poem, or non-fiction 

book?  

 

 

Question for August:  What is your favorite 

venue for sharing your canvas of words?  

 

Remember…one sentence only! 


