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JANUARY 12, 2013 SPEAKER  
 

 
 

   
 

Wendy Tokunaga   
 

Two Heads Are Better Than One: 

How to Hire & Work Effectively with an 

Independent Editor 

 
You’ve finished your book—congratulations! 

Whether your plan is to look for an agent, or self-

publish, you don’t want to send your book out into 

the world before having it edited. There’s no big 

mystery about working with an editor, but many 

writers are unclear about what’s involved and how 

to best make use of the invaluable insight an editor 

can offer. A good editor can not only help you get 

your book into shape with an experienced set of 

fresh eyes, but can offer you a fantastic learning 

experience, allowing you to grow as a writer. 

In this practical and informative talk you’ll 

learn: 

 Methods of finding and vetting independent 

editors for both fiction and non-fiction projects 

 How to differentiate specific types of editing 

 What questions to ask a potential editor 

 How to avoid scams 

 How not to take editing advice personally 

 Tips for revising and editing your manuscript 

yourself 

 Plus much more, with plenty of time for Q&A 

regarding your particular project. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE   
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Digitale 
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8 Breaking News 

9-11 Announcements  

12 Editor's Corner, Submission Guidelines  

13 2014 Conference Breakout Sessions  

 

Redwood Writers Library Open Mic 
 

Theme:  Starting Over 
 

Date:  January 11, 2014 

Time: 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Place: Santa Rosa Central Library, 211 E St., Santa 

Rosa. 

 

Hosted by Redwood Writers member Tami Casias. 

The first half of the afternoon is reserved for 

Redwood Writers members, the second for the 

general public. Five minutes reading time per person. 

Readers and listeners welcome. Sign up by e-mailing 

rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org. For more info go to 

www.redwoodwriters.org. For directions or info 

about the library, call (707) 545-0831 or go to 

www.sonoma.lib.ca.us/. 

mailto:rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org
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                 LITERARY AGENT AMY CLOUGHLEY 
 

                                         By Robert Digitale  
 

Amy Cloughley grew up in the middle of Kansas. In childhood, her parents 

took her not only to big cities, but also to several atypical vacation spots: maple 

syrup tapping in Vermont, horseback riding in Wyoming, a stay on a working 

farm in Nova Scotia. Even today, she still hasn’t visited a Disney amusement 

park. 

Cloughley studied creative writing and magazine journalism in college. Her 

career before book publishing included managing a corporate magazine, as well as 

overseeing advertising and marketing projects. She took an internship with Kimberly Cameron & Associates 

and went on to become a literary agent there. In doing so, she managed to find “the career I have always 

wanted.” 

For the full interview, go to www.redwoodwriters.org.  

Q: You’re one of the agents taking part in the session, “Your First Page & How to get it out of the Slush 

Pile." What will you be looking for? 

A: Understandably, first pages are tough for a lot of writers. Setting up your story in a succinct, 

compelling way is a tall order. But I do look to be drawn in right away by the setting, a character, or some 

unique action that grabs my attention. My hope is that Andy (Ross) and I can provide our initial reactions in 

a way that will illustrate the best parts of these pages as well as point out possible room for improvements. 

Ideally, we will not only help the author of the page, but also give tips to the audience as a whole. 

Q: Some writers may feel a little apprehensive. What would you say to them? 

A: I completely understand the apprehension due to the public setting, but the truth is that the first page 

of a manuscript will be critiqued many times over on your road to publishing. Your writing group or private 

editor will have thoughts, your agent will have thoughts, and ultimately your publishing house will have 

thoughts. Hopefully the anonymity in this environment will ease the writers’ nerves enough to want to 

participate and hopefully benefit from the feedback. Who knows, maybe your feedback will be, “Love it! 

Wouldn’t change a thing!” But if it isn’t, perhaps discussing it in this environment will get you closer to 

where you want to be. 

Q: Before they submit, what’s the one thing you’d most like them to do? 

A: Make sure the opening page is compelling in its own right and really represents the type of story you 

are telling. If it is a character-driven piece, I want to be hit with your character’s unique voice and 

circumstance. If it is plot driven, get the plot going right away. Either way, I want to have a sense of the 

setting, the mood, or some other element that puts me “in the moment” right away. Too much backstory or 

wordy openings can be a real deal killer for me.   

Q: What’s your best advice for writers? 

A: It is wonderful to have people in your life that support your writing and love you, but it is also 

important to have beta readers that you trust to give you honest, helpful feedback on your project—these two 

groups are often mutually exclusive. It is nearly impossible to create a publishable project in isolation 

(especially for first-time authors.) Although you may decide to cherry pick from the advice you receive (it is 

still your book after all!), it can be amazing what a fresh perspective can sometimes lead to. Take advantage 

of their feedback to help you tighten and polish your manuscript before you take your next step toward 

publishing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Digitale is a staff writer for The Press 

Democrat. He has conceived and edited three 

fictional serials that appeared in the newspaper 

using multiple writers. He has published his first 

fantasy novel, Horse Stalker, and is writing the 

second book in the series, Blaze and Skyfire, 

Editor's Note: this article is the second in a series of four to 

be written by Robert Digitale on speakers at the 2014 From 

Pen to Published writing workshop. Fore early bird 

registration: http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-

to-published/  

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-published/
http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-published/
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Get your pens ready! Why? Because it's only three 

months and 26 days until the "From Pen to Published" 

Writers Conference on April 26, 2014! Go to 

http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-

published/ for early bird registration!  

Volunteer Position Opening Soon! 
 

In June 2014, after an exciting tenure of two years, I will be resigning as newsletter editor. I am a true 

believer in passing the volunteer baton so that everyone gets a chance to share their creative spirit. Other 

than a computer, only two things are required to be Editor of the Redwood Writer:  

 Six months or more as a member of the Redwood Writers Club.  

 A creative flair to facilitate information into an exciting newsletter format!  

Please contact me at editor@redwoodwriter.org if you are interested in this position. I have created a 

template and will train. I expect my email box to be filled with potential newsletter editors. –Susan 

Littlefield  

http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-published/
http://redwoodwriters.org/registration-from-pen-to-published/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriter.org
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      MESSAGE FROM A VICE PRESIDENT 
 

Peace on Earth, Good Will to Writers 

By Amanda McTigue 
 

In the afterglow of the season (as in, “’tis the season…”), I am meditating 

on peace and joy—and writing.  

Over the holidays, I tend to turn to things classical. It’s how I remind 

myself of what’s essential. Watching the Mozart of Milos Foreman’s 

“Amadeus,” or the Seurat of Sondheim’s “Sunday in the Park with George,” I luxuriate in these 

extraordinary explorations of what it means to be a tortured artist. But these days, it feels as if a new story is 

coming forward. Or maybe it’s a very old story that can and should resurface. 

Yes, yes, there’s the agony of writing. There’s the proverbial “blank page,” though, for me, the real 

squirming happens when it’s time to edit, when I read what I’ve got and think, “Why do I imagine I can 

write, looking at this drek?” That’s when I have to lock my pages in a drawer (to keep myself from burning 

them) and take a long—sometimes months long—walk away from the desk. 

But there’s another story I’m living: peace and joy. My best work comes out of an inner contentment. 

From that state, things flow, whether I’m editing or drafting. From that state, I rise from my desk happy 

inside. I look forward to another session. I feel the work calling me back. It’s lovely.  

We writers get caught up in the agony story. Perhaps that’s because our Pleistocene brains are wired 

to retain trauma over contentment, threat over satisfaction. But it doesn’t reflect the world we write in today. 

These days, writing is everywhere. This is a profound difference between Mozart’s time and ours. The 

unlocking of human potential across class and circumstance, the freeing of so many human beings into 

voice, the power of our ability to broadcast our voices—that’s what’s going on today. And yet, old stories 

persist. We get pigeonholed in a binary narrative that divides us into Writers (with a capital “W”) or 

hobbyists (with a very, very lowercase “h”).  

Oh my goodness, what a lie. We are all Writers writing. We have been so always. Writing is a thing 

we do; it’s a practice, a joyful one, should we choose to cultivate joy. Here in Sonoma County, that joy is 

reinforced through the warm confederacy of Redwood Writers. Yes, most of us write alone. But we write 

alone together. We cheer each other on. Indeed, monthly, our meeting room fills with palpable cheer. 

Closing my eyes, I hear the bubble of conversation; I marvel at plates of home-made cooking (never my 

strong suit); I feel the ache of what it means to set one’s book out on a table, a book so many years in the 

making, and offer it to the world. 

Convivial. Connected. Joyful. That’s a story we can choose to tell to ourselves about ourselves. Not 

Mozart’s angst, not Seurat’s isolation. Instead, a humble, shared practice through which we speak, we sing: 

Peace on earth. Good will to writers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

UPCOMING MEMBER SURVEY! 
 

Look for an email to all members on January 8, 2014. 

Deadline to fill out the survey is January 18, 2014. 
 

Members: help improve Redwood Writers! Follow the email instructions and the link to take our online 

survey. Help make this club what you want it to be so that we can all be "writers helping writers". 

Results of the survey will help us plan the 2014 program of events and activities. Please take the 

survey—no  need to let us know you who are. Tell us your good ideas and give us your honest 

feedback. Thanks! Your Redwood Writers Board. 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 JONATHAN HAYDEN    
 

                    
By Osha Belle Hayden 

  
You may have wondered about the mysterious 

Redwood Writers photographer who roams our 

meetings quietly capturing our best moments. You 

may have seen him racing through wine country on 

his bicycle or strolling with a smart phone glued to 

his ear. Here’s your chance to get the inside scoop 

from a fellow Redwood Writer who is also Jonathan 

Hayden’s partner and wife.  

Jonathan Hayden manages to juggle multiple 

roles with ease ... thanks to that smart phone and the 

technology that enables him to work virtually. A 

former track star, he loves sports, especially running 

and cycling, so it’s no surprise that Jonathan works 

in the sports industry as the Executive VP for 

Bownet Sports, Executive Director of the Soccer 

Dealer Association, and Consultant with 

Renaissance Creative Solutions.  

Since he likes getting paid to write, Jonathan 

has been authoring articles for trade publications for 

the past six years. He served as Senior Industry 

Correspondent for Team Insight, a sports industry 

magazine. If you are interested in writing for trade 

pubs, he is happy to share his tips for getting 

through to editors.  

When asked who influenced his writing, 

Jonathan replies: 

“James Thurber. His stories are hysterical. 

They influenced my attitude about writing when I 

was young. It made me think that you could have a 

lot of fun writing.”  

Indeed, he has always enjoyed writing. At age 

21, when he was Director of a YMCA Summer 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Camp, he would rewrite commercial jingles into 

funny lyrics for the staff to perform as 

entertainment for the campers.  

With all the balls he has flying through the air, 

Jonathan still manages to find time to write for fun. 

From the rich repertoire of his life and travel 

adventures, Jonathan distills precious nuggets of 

inspiration into stories. One of them, “Switching 

Gears,” was published in Beyond Boundaries, the 

2013 Redwood Writers Anthology. 

The absurdity of the situations he encounters 

propels Jonathan to launch into a comic 

perspective. Each time he tells the tale, the comedy 

grows thicker. Once it’s ripened, he writes it down. 

“The world is full of humor if you just look around. 

Ordinary circumstances become extraordinary 

when you apply a bit of fun and a large dose of 

imagination.” In response to my question about 

how he manages to be a serious business leader and 

a comic at the same time, he conjures a wide-eyed 

cartoon stare. 

Other influences? “My critique group, Reality 

Writers, inspires me,” he says, “and Redwood 

Writers motivates me to write more.” Based on his 

experience as an elite runner, his upcoming training 

book for runners combines his passion for running 

with the methods he developed and tested. He 

expects to complete it in 2014. In the meantime, 

he’s sure to find plenty of absurdity to write about. 

 

Don't forget about the great flyers at 

the end of the newsletter!  
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KIDLIT CORNER 
 

Writing for Children’s 

Magazines 

 
By Natasha Yim 

 
 

 As a children’s writer and author, there is 

nothing quite as exciting as seeing your name on the 

cover of a book. But let’s not forget the children’s 

magazine market as a viable (and oftentimes, more 

doable) path to getting your name in print.  

Reasons why you should consider writing for 

children’s magazines: 

1. They require more content, which means 

they’re on the constant lookout for good writers. 

2. They publish more frequently (many are 

monthly or bi-monthly magazines), again offering 

more opportunities for writers. 

3. They have a faster turnaround time. Most 

magazines publish submitted articles within a year, 

so you don’t have to wait quite as long to see your 

work in print. Mind you, this isn’t always the case. 

My first children’s article was published by 

“Highlights for Children Magazine” in June 2010 

— five years after they bought the article! But this 

is the exception rather than the rule. 

4. You don’t need an agent to submit to a 

magazine. Many are open to unpublished or newer 

writers so it’s a great way to get experience, a 

byline, and to build your resume. 

5. They generally have a much larger 

circulation than books, which means many more 

kids will be reading your stories or articles. For 

example, Highlights for Children has a circulation 

of 2 million! 

The Challenges 

1. You won’t get rich and you’ll have to write 

a LOT of articles to make this a full time job. Most 

children’s magazines pay a modest sum — on the 

average, $150 - $200 an article. 

2. Word count is limited. It varies from 

magazine to magazine and on the target age group 

but generally, anywhere from 150 to 800 words. 

That’s not a lot of real estate to tell your story so 

you have to be focused and concise. 

 

 

Natasha Yim is an author, freelance writer, and playwright. 

Her picture book, Otto’s Rainy Day (Charlesbridge 

Publishing) was a Kids’ Pick of the Lists selection. She has 

published articles in Highlights for Children, Appleseeds, 

and Faces magazines, and her ten minute plays have been 

performed in venues around Northern California, Los 

Angeles, and Sydney, Australia. Her picture book 

biography, Cixi, The Dragon Empress, was released by 

Goosebottom Books (www.goosebottombooks.com) in fall 

2011. Natasha’s upcoming books, Sacajawea of the 

Shoshone (Goosebottom Books) came out in fall 2012, and 

Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas (Charlesbridge 

Publishing) is slated for a January 2014 release. 

 

How do I get started? 

1. Newsletters and ezines: subscribing to 

newsletters and ezines keeps you informed of 

industry news and markets that are open to 

submissions. My two favorites are Children’s Book 

Insider (write4kids.com), and the Children’s Writer 

newsletter (www.childrenswriter.com). 

2. You’ll find tons of publishers and magazine 

markets in The Children’s Writers and Illustrators 

Market (http://www.amazon.com/2014-Childrens-

Writers-Illustrators-Market/dp/159963726X).  

3. The Magazine Markets for Children’s 

Writers 

(http://writersbookstore.com/Annual_Market_Direc

tories.htm) lists strictly magazines.  

Children’s Magazine Markets 

There are magazines for every topic imaginable 

that a child might be interested in: science, nature, 

history, culture, geography. As such, submission 

guidelines vary greatly so remember to read them 

carefully before you write that query letter. Here are 

a few good places to begin: 

1. Highlights for Children — Pays on 

acceptance. 

(https://www.highlights.com/contributor-

guidelines).  

2. Cricket Magazine Group — publishes about 

15 different magazines for ages 6 months to 18 

years, and topics from science, technology, culture, 

science and social studies. Pays on publication. 

(http://www.cricketmag.com/submissions_).  

3. National Geographic Kids — 

(http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wpf/media-

content/file/Writer_Guidelines-2012-

cb1331644966.pdf). 

Fun for Kidz magazine group (Hopscotch, Boys’ 

Quest) — 

http://funforkidzmagazines.com/hs_guidelines 
 

http://www.childrenswriter.com/
http://www.amazon.com/2014-Childrens-Writers-Illustrators-Market/dp/159963726X
http://www.amazon.com/2014-Childrens-Writers-Illustrators-Market/dp/159963726X
http://writersbookstore.com/Annual_Market_Directories.htm
http://writersbookstore.com/Annual_Market_Directories.htm
https://www.highlights.com/contributor-guidelines
https://www.highlights.com/contributor-guidelines
http://www.cricketmag.com/submissions_
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wpf/media-content/file/Writer_Guidelines-2012-cb1331644966.pdf
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wpf/media-content/file/Writer_Guidelines-2012-cb1331644966.pdf
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wpf/media-content/file/Writer_Guidelines-2012-cb1331644966.pdf
http://funforkidzmagazines.com/hs_guidelines
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. 

Each month a poem or two will be selected to be printed 

in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space 

available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times 

New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems 

as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin, 

Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 of the month to 

be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita 

Martin  
 

POETRY PLACE 
 Paint my Tomorrows with Love 

—Alicia Schooler-Hugg 
 

I will sing a love song 

Edged with sweet longing 

Colored with rivers of magic 

Chords of bliss, lyrics of soul 

 

I will gift you with magic 

Paintings of love songs 

In hues of bright rainbow 

With shadings of sorrow 

 

Love captures our essence 

Makes our souls soar 

Showers our tomorrows 

With yesterday’s longings 

 

Sweet core of my being 

Sing love songs to me 

Sing carols of beauty, mysteries of life 

And paint my tomorrows 

With love. 

 
 The Beach Saved Me 
─Barbara Toboni 

(From her new chapbook, Water Over Time) 
 

Behind our house 

a sandy little path 

led to the beach 

 

I’d lose myself  

on sunny afternoons 

collect bits of coral  

shells and driftwood  

 

Swim and slosh around 

in old tennis shoes 

make footprints 

 

Write notes and prayers 

in the sand 

DEAR GOD 

GET ME OFF THIS ISLAND 

 

The beach  

is what saved me 
 

Down By The River Today 
—Lilith Rogers 

 

I bring my troubles 

down to the river 

the beautiful, beautiful river. 

 

I bring my troubles 

down to the river, 

but I don’t throw them in. 

 

I figure, with the pollution, the dams, 

the drought, 

she’s got enough troubles of her own. 

 

No, I don’t throw them in, 

to the beautiful, beautiful river 

or bury them in the rough, gravelly sand 

on which I stand. 

 

Instead, I bring my troubles down to the 

river  

and toss them up to the sky, 

the big, big, blue sky 

wide and grand enough, 

to take my little troubles in stride. 

Bye, Bye. 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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¡Ay, ay, ay! Colorea Mi Jardîn estå aquî. My 32-page habitat gardening coloring book 

Color My Garden en español is now available. Perfect for five to ten year olds, in 

English or Spanish. Get both through sandybakerwriter.com or Amazon!   -Sandy 

Baker 
 

 

 

 
 

I have just published my second chapbook, a collection of poetry, short prose, and pictures, 

titled Water over Time. The theme is coming of age, young teen to young adult, about her 

life on the island of Guam spanning twelve years. The book is available at Amazon.com.- 

Barbara Toboni 
  

 

 

I just published my third historical fiction, She Was An American Spy During World War 

II. Look for it at the next Redwood Writers' meeting or email me at 

jeaneslone@sbcglobal.net for a postage-free copy.  –Jeane Sloane 

 

 
 

Laura McHale Holland is accepting submissions for an anthology of memoir, essay, fiction and poetry 

on the theme of sisterhood. Perspectives of sisters born and sisters found, sisters loving and sisters 

disgruntled are all welcome. The Deadline is Saturday, March 8, 2014, which is International Women's 

Day.  There is no charge for submissions. For details and submission guidelines, please visit 

http://wordforest.com/news-events. 
 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to 

order with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, 

and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 

are signed up, and you shop at one of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to 

Redwood Writers will be automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. The money is waiting for us to claim! 

You don't have to be a registered eScrip user and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order from 

1,000 name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button on the left side of the page and follow 

the instructions! 

http://sandybakerwriter.com/
mailto:jeaneslone@sbcglobal.net
http://wordforest.com/news-events
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers to be Announced! 
 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Please support 

the SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 

five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 

practice reading your piece prior to coming to the open mic.   

This event is organized by Redwood Writer members Abby 

Bogomolny and Robin Moore.   

Early sign up at 1:30.  First   come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 

rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 

http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/.  

Date:  Sat, January 25, 2014 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,    

           Santa Rosa.  

Susanna Solomon is very proud to announce that her collection of short stories, Point 

Reyes Sheriff's Calls, is now available on Amazon. She comes up to Sonoma County 

often for Redwood Writers events and wants to sign her books for you. Also, any local 

bookstore will order her book for you if you purchase via this link: 

http://www.amazon.com/Point-Reyes-Sheriffs-Susanna-Solomon/dp/0985493097. 
  

Jean Wong, along with poet Donna Emerson, will be a featured reader at the Bean 

Affair in Healdsburg on Sunday, January 19
, 

2014, at 1:30 p.m. to read from her 

recently released book, Sleeping with the Gods. Please go to www.hbglitguild.org for 

more information.  

 

D. Patrick Miller, founder of Fearless Books, is scheduled to speak in Napa on January 8, 2014 at 

6:30 p.m. at Room 205 at the Napa Valley Unified School District Building in Napa. For more 

information, please visit Napa Valley Writers' website at http://napavalleywriters.net/speakers/.  

Patrick is now widely published, both commercially and under his own publishing company. He has 

helped other authors prepare manuscripts for big-name publishers, and provides professional 

consultations to literary agents and publishers, as well as published and unpublished authors. Through 

his Assisted Publishing program, he helps many writers launch their own print and digital books. Patrick 

is a member of the Authors Guild and Independent Book Publishers Association, and serves as president 

of the Northern California chapter of the American Society of Journalists and Authors (ASJA).  For 

more information please visit his website at http://www.fearlessbooks.com/Welcome.htm. 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
http://www.amazon.com/Point-Reyes-Sheriffs-Susanna-Solomon/dp/0985493097
http://www.hbglitguild.org/
http://napavalleywriters.net/speakers/
http://www.fearlessbooks.com/Welcome.htm
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Monday, January 13, 2014 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

Come and join us as five authors read from their books! Drop 

in or reserve space by calling (707) 544-2491 or emailing 

info@jeaneslone.com. $4.00 minimum purchase.   

 

Tuesday, January 28, 2014 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 

 

SPECIAL EVENT: PROJECT CENSORED 

 

Join Project Censored 2014, an evening of independent news analysis. 

They will present the news that didn’t make the news or simply got swept 

under the media rug. Come hear several of the researchers from Sonoma 

State University talk about the top 25 censored news reports of 2013. 

Members of the audience are invited to ask questions after each speaker's 

presentation. Established in 1976, Project Censored's mission is to teach 

students and the public about the crucial role of a truly free press in a 

democratic society. Drop in or reserve space by calling 707-889-3419 or 

emailing monamech@gmail.com. 

Redwood Writers Peer Review 

 
By Ayin Weaver  

 

Touch of Magenta, a novel by Linda Loveland Reid is a book worth reading. If you appreciate historical 

detail, you will be enticed by language imbued with visceral nuances transporting you to locales where 

you can taste the food, smell the air, and feel the pace of life, where the characters' desperation, fear and 

joy become your own. From Singapore to Paris, from Los Angeles to New York, from the 1890s to the 

1970s, we are privy to the thoughts, feelings and adventures of the two main female characters, as their 

lives become intricately entwined. However, like a good mystery, we do not know their real connection 

until clues surface. Tempting the reader to become a clever sleuth, the author masterfully drops hints 

along the way; she opens the lens wider for us to glean another piece of the puzzle with each new 

chapter. Intimate snapshots of the characters' intriguing lives come into focus, capturing our imagination. 

We want to know more as we root for the characters' struggles to find themselves, each other and 

ultimately the connection they seek. Changing cultural attitudes about race and gender underlie this great 

story of ancestry—a tale that will keep you riveted from beginning to end. 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
tel:707-889-3419
mailto:monamech@gmail.com
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  
 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 

County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 

Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 

in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs for animal welfare and 

advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 

may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 

you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 

 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 

you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-

mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 

interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 

cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 

experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 

highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 
 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 

$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 

No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. 

The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 

http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer/. You can read the complete ad guidelines at 

the same link.   

Any ads not of interests to writers or writing related will be rejected and your money returned. 

Ads are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month 

will be saved for the next newsletter. 
 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

 

The New Year always invites resolutions and 

change. As you can see by my ad on page three, 

this is the year of change for me. June 2014 will 

be my last month as editor of The Redwood 

Writer. I have enjoyed being your editor for the 

last year and a half, and I am happy to finish out 

the term, but it's time to move on to other 

endeavors. 

For those who might be interested in this 

position, I will say it's easy. Job description?  

Around the first of each month, I send out a 

reminder via the Yahoo listserv with submission 

guidelines pasted into the body of the email. From 

the 16
th

 through the 15
th

, members email me 

information for the newsletter. If submissions are 

not written according to guidelines, or not well 

edited, I ask for a redo.  

Starting on the 16
th

 of the month, I plug all 

that exciting information into the newsletter 

template I have created. It takes me approximately 

8-10 hours to complete the first draft. I review, 

correct errors, and email it off to the entire 

newsletter team (see below, which includes two 

copy editors and the president (not Obama, 

Robbi), and then wait. Once feedback is received, 

which can take anywhere from one to five days, I 

make the corrections, save as a PDF, and then add 

any flyers to the end of the newsletter via my PDF 

program (I use Nitro, which is cheap and 

wonderful).   

Voilà, the newsletter is magically delivered to 

all members and posted to the website for viewing 

by anyone in the world!  

Happy New Year to all!  
 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Rosella Rhine  

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less. All 

pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 

include a picture.  

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 

grammar prior to submission.  

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related. Please note we no longer publish 

members’ private fee-based events. We also do 

not have the room to publish announcements for 

members’ parties. Please include your picture and 

details and a text copy about your writing class or 

event.  

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 

the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Osha, Juanita, Mona, and Rosella for 

all your hard work on The Redwood Writer!   

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


 

                 
 

8:00 – 9:15 a.m. Check-in, Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. Announcements; 8:30 – 9:15 Keynote Speaker John Rothmann: From Conception to 

Delivery (Not to Mention Labor): Making the Dream Become a Reality 

   

  

      CRAFT GENRE PUBLISHING    MARKETING 

     

I. 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Make Point of View  Beyond Dragons DBA, EiN, POD, and    A YouTube & 
 Work for You and Time Travel ©: Legal Guide to the Book Trailer How-To 

 Ransom Stephens Ann Wilkes Alphabet Soup of Writing Alexis Fajardo 

  Linda McCabe and Blogging  Peter Swehla 

  Robert Digitale Helen Sedwick Gil Mansergh 

    

10:30-10:50 a.m.  
Break for snacks,  Twenty Minute Break 

beverages, book sales ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

& signings 

  

    

II. 10:50 – 11:50 p.m.  The Power of Place The Shocking Truth Publishing Pathways: The Whole Package: 

 Amanda McTigue About Romance Smashwords   How to Present Yourself 

  Sharon Hamilton & CreateSpace  to the World 

  Carolyn Jewel  Joel Friedlander   Julia Park Tracey 

  Tina Folsom   

  Marina Adair  

12:00 – 1:20 p.m.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Lunch: Catharine Bramkamp: Poetry Anthology Launch and Linda Reid with Poetry Contest Winners.   

 

Dana Gioia, Keynote Speaker: The Joy and the Misery of Being a Poet 

  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

III. 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. The Secret That Best- Non-Fiction Writing:      Judge a Book by Its  

 Selling Authors Know: Get the Book You Need     Cover  
 How to Outline Your Using the Stuff You Have    Joel Friedlander 

 Story Catharine Bramkamp  

 Anne Jordan 

    

2:30 – 2:50 p.m.  Twenty Minute Break 

Break for snacks, 

beverages, book sales --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

& signings 

 

IV. 2:50 – 3:50 p.m. Crafting Double-Duty A Playwriting  How to Write   How to Successfully 

 (& Triple Duty) Dialog Primer  a Winning   Tackle Social Media 
 Tanya Egan Gibson Garret Jon Book Proposal  Nina Amir 

  Groenveld Linda Joy Meyers 

    

V. 4:00-5:00 p.m.    Your First Page & How 

    to Get It Out of the Slush Pile 

    Amy Cloughley 

    Andy Ross 

     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5:00—5:30 p.m. General Session: Snacks & beverages; Wrap-up w/ final book sales & signings.  • Presentation of awards to Prose contest 

winners • Jack London Award to Linda Reid 

2014 Redwood Writers Conference 

“From Pen to Published” 
TRACKS AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS Redwood Writers Conference, April 26, 2014   

Bertolini Student Center, Santa Rosa Junior College, Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa CA 

 



 

Main Conference Registration Fee includes:  
Access to 60+ workshops, sessions, and keynotes over FOUR days! 
Gala, Ask‐A‐Pro session with publishing professionals, exhibits,  
two breakfasts & luncheons, free consultations w/professional editors 
& publicists, ‘Open Mic’, pitch sessions, book signings,  much more.  
 

Fabulous $199 ‘SFWC’ MARK HOPKINS Room Rate (until sold out) 
 

Early Registration Fees:  $650 thru 12/31/13; $725 thru 1/31/14; 
$745  thru 2/12/14; $795 at the door unless sold out.  
Speed Dating with Agents is just $50 for SFWC attendees only. 

 

Register online or call: (925) 420-6223  
  

Event information: (415) 673-0939   
 

Opt-in for the SFWC Newsletter at SFWriters.org 

A Celebration of Craft, Commerce & Community           
Meet 110 presenters—authors, agents, editors, publishers and  

book marketing professionals. NEW! Expanded Poetry Track.  
Limited to just 350 attendees. Register to save your seat NOW! 

 
 

 

 Chitra Divakaruni Internationally  
  bestselling author of The Mistress of Spices 

 

Barry Eisler bestselling  
spy novelist of Rain & Treven series  

 

Julie Kagawa  
USA Today & N.Y. Times bestselling 
author of The Iron Fey series in her first 
West Coast appearance! 

 

NoViolet Bulawayo  
Caine Prize for African Writing and  

author of We Need New Names 
 

   Dan Millman 
    The Creative Compass/ Way of the Peaceful Warrior 
 
 

PLUS:   

Barbara Rose Brooker, Viagra Diaries;  Brian Klems, Writers Digest; 

Meg Waite Clayton, Wednesday Sisters;   Sheldon Siegel, Mike Daley 

series; Aya de Leon, Poetry for the People; Rhys Bowen, Agatha Award

‐winning Molly Murphy series; Bill Petrocelli, The Circle of Thirteen. 

                

    11th  SAN FRANCISCO WRITERS CONFERENCE 
                 Plus Open Enrollment Classes on Thursday and Monday  
 

       February 13-17, 2014    InterContinental Mark Hopkins Hotel 

 EVENT DETAILS at:  www.SFWriters.org   
Details and complete presenters list are online. Confirmed lists as of November 2013  Program be subject to changes.                                   
SFWC is a 501(c)3 non‐profit organization   Please contact us for 2014 sponsorship & scholarship opportunities.   

SFWC presents the San Francisco Writing for Change Conference in September 2014. Opt‐in to the SFWC Newsletter for updates. 
 

SFWC SPONSORS include:   Smashwords—Self‐Publishing Track   BookBaby.com—Poetry Track Sponsor    
Writer’s Digest—Speed Dating for Agents Sponsor, KOBO Writing Life, PublishNext, California Writers Club,  

John Wiley & Sons, Book Expo America, Bookshop West Portal, Joyce Turley, Harvey Pawl, ExpertClick, Agent Query, BookReels.com, Write Brothers/
Dramatica Pro, Outskirts Press; Dr. Ellen Taliaferro, Victoria Hudson, Kevin Smokler; Wendy Tokunaga; & UPublishU. 

PARTIAL PRESENTERS LIST 
 

Martha Alderson; Nina Amir; Marilyn Atlas; Micah Ballard,  
Sam Barry; Cara Black; Gordon Burgett; Jacqueline Harmon 
Butler; Zoe Fitzgerald Carter; David Corbett; Camille Cusumano; 
Arielle Eckstut; Grant Faulkner; Matt Frederick;  Joan Gelfand; 
Tanya Egan Gibson; C.W. Gortner; Elissa Hayden Guest;   
Constance Hale; Brad Henderson; Andy Jones; Mary Knippel; 
Adair Lara; Bonnie Lee; Joan Lester; Donna Levin; Lisa Ann Rice; 
Trina Robbins; Teresa LeYung Ryan; Barbara  Santos; Kemble 
Scott; Ann Seymour; Naheed Senzai; David Michael Slater;  
Kevin Smokler; Elisa Southard;  David Henry Sterry; Lisa Tener; 
Wendy Tokunaga; Ciji Ware; Penny Warner 
 

LITERARY AGENTS 
 

Peter Beren, Peter Beren Agency; Regina Brooks, Serendipity; 
Andrea Brown & Lara Perkins, Andrea Brown Literary;  Sheree 
Bykofsky, Sheree Bykofsky Associates; Kimberley Cameron, 
Elizabeth Kracht & Amy Cloughley, Kimberley Cameron Agency;  

Sorche Fairbank, Fairbank Literary;  Michael Neff,  Web Del Sol; 
Michael Larsen & Elizabeth Pomada, Larsen/Pomada; 
Dana Newman, Newman Agency;  Bree Ogden, D4EO;  
Laurie McLean, Pam VH Vlieg, Gordon Warnock, Foreword; 

Jody Rein, Jody Rein Books; Rayhané Sanders, WSK Management 
Katharine Sands, Sarah Jane Freymann Agency; Ken Sherman, 
Ken Sherman & Assoc.; Stefanie von Borstel, Full Circle Literary; 
Carlie Webber, CK Webber; (again—par al list!) 
 

EDITORS & TRADITIONAL PUBLISHERS 
Charles Adams, Algonquin; Martin Brio, Kensington;   
Laura Cogan, Zyzzyva; Brenda Copeland, St. Martin’s Press;  

David Ebershoff, Random House; Jan Johnson, Red Wheel/
Weiser/Conari; Alex Logan, Grand Central;  
Lisa O’Hara, Omnific; Caitlin O'Shaughnessy, Viking;  
Liz Szabla, Feiwel & Friends/Macmillan;   
Laura Tisdel, Little Brown; Terry Whalin, Morgan James;  
Natashya Wilson, Harlequin 
 

SELF-PUBLISHING & SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

Frances Caballo, Social Media Just for Writers; Mark Coker & Jim 

Azevedo, Smashwords; Brian Felsen, BookBaby; Lee Foster;  
Joel Friedlander, Marin Bookworks; Anne Hill, Bay Area Bloggers; 

Carla King, Self‐Publishing Bootcamp; Stephanie Chandler,  
Authority Publishing; Linda Lee, WordPress Total Training;  Karma 

Bennett, Future is Fiction; Rusty Shelton, Shelton Interactive; 

 and more! 
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