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“Writers Helping Writers” July 2012 www.redwoodwriters.org
www.redwoodwriters.org

Sunday, July 8, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Flamingo Hotel
2777 Fourth St. Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(707) 523-4745

Join us as we celebrate the moment every writer
dreams of — the publication of the book he or
she has been working on for long, sometimes
grueling, sometimes delightful, hours. Twelve
of our members proudly bring forward their
literary efforts. We invite you to revel in their
successes and be inspired to keep working on
your own masterpieces!

Guests   are   admitted   free   to   this   event.
If you have ever wanted to check out
Redwood Writers, this is a perfect
opportunity. Member fee is $5

Ready…
      Set…
          GO!
               Where?  To page four!

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE

2 President’s Message

3 Member in the Spotlight

4 2012 Redwood Writer Authors

5 Show! Don’t Tell by Karen Batchelor

6 Poetry Place

7-8 Breaking News!

9-13 Announcements

14 Highlights of Linda’s Party

15 Advice for Newbie Writers by Linda C.
McCabe

16 Writers Forum of Petaluma

16 You, Live and In Person!

17 Submission Guidelines and Meeting
Information

18 Editor’s Corner
What Say You?

What?   The Sonoma County Book Festival
When?  September 22, 2012
How? Mark your calendar today!
Can you volunteer? Yes. Contact Robbi Bryant at
rbryant224@att.net
Can you sell your books? Yes, rent your own
booth or share with others.
Can you hang out with other writers?
Absolutely!
Can you have Fun? You betcha!

More details on page 9
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Elaine Webster

I struggled with the decision to accept the nomination for
president of Redwood Writers. I made lists of pros and cons. I
weighed the impact the job would have on my personal time, my
life and my work. I hesitated. It was at the April salon that I
decided. I brushed aside the Wisteria that framed Jean Wong’s
yard and peeked at the faces. I saw sincerity, friendship,

intelligence, and a genuine love of the written word. Laughter echoed off the trees and
kindness permeated the conversations. There was only one answer—yes.

Since that day, I’ve examined my motivations. I looked over the crowd at the general
membership meeting and watched the action. The room buzzed with excitement. People
talked about craft, publishing and writing opportunities. I thought about the club’s motto of
“writers helping writers”—apparently true—I saw it in the faces, the handshakes and the
hugs.

These people mean it, I thought. They have a sense of purpose. They will change
literary history—just as the California Writers Club’s founders intended. But what’s in it for
me?

I took a step back. That’s it, isn’t it? The ultimate question we all ask before we do
anything. Sure, we have moments of selflessness, but it’s usually reserved for close friends
and family, not for groups of casual acquaintances. I had to decide if with a regular fulltime
job, I could sustain the position’s workload. Next, I made a mental listing of the rewards:
friendship, writing support, craft development, fresh ideas, publishing advice, and social
events. I added the intangible—a feeling of accomplishment—a contribution to something
new, worthwhile, and different. Once again, I said, “Yes . . . I will give it my best shot.”

So, my message to you as a member is: Take all you can from this club and then add
your contribution. Create a balance sheet on which you record personal income and
expenditures—give as much as you take. Share in the effort and work towards common
goals. We have a solid structure because of member participation. In the next few months,
we’ll identify what works for us as a club and what new challenges to pursue. Let me hear
from you and let’s join forces.

On occasion, we publish lists of job openings. What can you do? What can you learn
to do? What will you do? We have several board positions open, one of which is Treasurer
(speaking of balance sheets) that requires a trainee. Our Web Editor will soon be giving up
her position—talk about a learning opportunity! If you took the WordPress workshop on
June 16 and would like to fill this essential position—we’ll help you every step of the way.
We have easy jobs like becoming a member of our registration team—or even better, become
the chair—all it takes is some volunteer scheduling. We still need a historian to record our
many successes and keep archives of our achievements. So, think about it. You will receive
much more than you give and the bottom line of your balance sheet, like mine, will be in the
black.
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Mark Piper

By Charles Markee

While in school, Mark Piper was
concurrently the smartest guy on his softball team
and the best softball player in his Ph.D. program.
Even before receiving his Ph.D. in English from
the University of Oregon in Eugene, he played
high-level softball in a league. For the next 30
years, he continued playing softball while teaching
college classes in literature and writing, directing
and producing videos and doing freelance writing
in the Bay Area.

Mark has been writing professionally his
entire adult life. “It has made me somewhat
neurotic about punctuation and grammar,” he says.
He favors novels over short stories, although his
short, “A Perfect Arrangement,” was recently
published in the inaugural issue of the CWC
Literary Magazine.

Diagnosed with cancer of the throat in
2011, he underwent a chemotherapy regime so
severe he was hospitalized to save his life. It was a
“treatment worse than the disease” scenario during
which he couldn't eat, his only sustenance a
feeding tube. It was a harrowing experience and he
lost 45 pounds, but today, he's cancer-free. This
medical intervention will become the subject of his
next short story.

Over five years, Mark completed first
drafts of three adult novels while searching for a
critique group. Now active in two groups, he
commented, “I thought my manuscript was finished

until I joined a critique group of serious, insightful
writers. It has really improved my novel.” Mark is
nearing a final edit of Involuntary Games, the
story of a sadistic writer/criminal who makes his
heinous stories come true. The hero of the story
is—can you guess?—yes, an English professor.
As Mark contemplates what to do with his
finished novel, he sees no point in beating his
head against the “iron curtain” that surrounds
traditional publishing.  He's looking for a good
digital publisher.

Mark creates each new work at his
computer in a dedicated home office. However, he
edits his own work and critiques other
manuscripts using hard copy and a pencil. After
his characters and setting are established, he types
into a growing manuscript as fast as he can, to
keep pace with his characters. Other than seeing
his work published and enjoying the reactions of
his readers, this is the process that most excites
him about writing. The biggest problem he faces
is knowing when to stop editing.

Although not a fan of Stephen King, Mark
was impressed with his book on writing. He used
his recommendation and did 'what if’ scenarios
while writing Involuntary Games.

After years working with students as an
English professor, he provides us with good
advice. Don't stop on a block. Work around it and
come back to it with a perspective from the whole
manuscript. Be the best editor you can be. The
best writing comes from rewriting.  When you've
completed only three or four drafts, you're not
finished.

You can get a one-chapter glimpse of
Mark's three novels at his website
www.markpiper.net.

Victoria Patterson, Ph.D.
David A. Ramirez

Sue Finan
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Twelve talented authors…..
           Twelve amazing books…

    And all are Redwood Writer members!

Sandy Baker Catharine Bramkamp Alla Crone

Sunny Lockwood Linda C. McCabe Amanda McTigue

Steve Meloan Kay Miller Jan Ögren

Elaine Webster Ken Weaver Persia Woolley
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Show, don’t tell. This is a strong and logical
guiding principle for writers, but for the longest
time, I couldn’t figure out exactly what those words
meant. How do we show? How is showing different
from telling? And how much showing is necessary
or good?

Here is how to tell.
1. Bob was angry.
2. Laura didn’t like Mary’s stew.
3. The children wanted more dessert.
On their own merits, there is nothing wrong

with those sentences. They are grammatically
correct, and they express an idea or thought. The
writer tells the reader what the character wants, likes
or feels. However, because I’m telling rather than
showing, the words do not reverberate much with
readers. We don’t necessarily see a picture in our
minds as we read those words.

The same concepts can be conveyed more
effectively by showing.

1. Bob punched his fist through the living
room wall.

2. One whiff of Mary’s stew and Laura
turned up her nose.

3. When Mom wasn’t watching, little hands
reached for more cookies.

The most common ways to show instead of
tell are through descriptive actions and in dialogue.
The three examples above use description. Here are
examples of using dialog to show.

1. “Get out!” Bob shouted.
2. “Yuck!” Laura said when Mary placed a

pot of stew on the table.
3. “Hey,” Bobby whispered, “let’s get some

more cookies while Mom’s in the
bathroom.”

Here is an example of all telling, no showing:
Joe was angry at his brother, George. He wanted to
tell George all the reasons for this anger. Joe invited
his brother to his house. He thought about what he
might say.

Here is one example of how to infuse a
bit more interest into the story:

Joe slammed down the receiver and
paced the hallway. He muttered to himself, “I
have to confront him. He cheated me on the
deal. I can’t believe my own brother would do
this to me!” He walked to the kitchen and
reached for the coffee pot. “Damn!” he swore
when he spilled the coffee and burned his
hand. He sat down to think.

As mentioned earlier, it is not always
necessary or practical to show everything.
When working on a longer piece of fiction,
there will be transitions when it is just easier
and more efficient to tell.

Example using the story line above:
Several days passed before Joe saw his brother
again. When they met on Saturday, Joe was
prepared for a confrontation.

It is not necessary or practical to give
details that show what happened on those
several days, or even time spent on
preparation. We can understand most of what
happened when we actually see the meeting
between the brothers.

The time spent face-to-face should
probably be shown. The several days are better
told.

Your challenge this month:  Re-write
these sentences in order to show rather than
tell.

1. The house was dirty.
2. The old man was nervous.
3. Grandma didn’t like anyone telling

her what to do.
4. Jolene was happy.

Good luck!

Show! Don’t Tell
Part of an occasional

discussion on writing fiction

Karen Batchelor

Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories,
essays and professional articles. She is co-author of
eight textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View
College was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006.
Her work has appeared in Sanskrit, The
Contemporary West, Diverse Voices Quarterly,
Career Education, Wide Open, CWC Literary Review,
and other literary journals. She won an Honorable
Mention in a Writers Digest Contest, and was a
finalist in a Glimmer Train contest in 2008. She also
won two online contests with Word for Dollars.
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There's a Bridge out by Leupp
—Margaret Raymond

There's a bridge out by Leupp. It's not much, just a gangway
of concrete and pilings; it looks like pot metal.
The bridge isn't high, and not long, so in summer
you cross it like sidewalk from Leupp to not-Leupp
or to where you can see all the buttes.

But in spring, when the buttes are still drying,
their tops loft their frost into cloudlets
like lambs into heaven
and snow-water purls at the bridge like it's laughing.
It’s stronger than bridges or highways; though playful,
it could break them both up with its stones.

You’re reminded that spring out at Leupp is still winter
in Utah, and skirls to the south in a heartbeat.
Then storms hunker purple and black and spit lightning.
They might swallow the river. They roar.

But at sunset the sky turns cerise with the cloudlets.
The river is smothered with juice of ripe cherries
that is sieved by the reeds; and the bridge is a goblet
designed for a person to drown in; strong wine.
And the bridge out by Leupp turns bright silver.

Colors
— Carol Hoorn

I write to get the red out
Of my tears and frustration.
I write to embrace the color blue
Of honesty and bravery.
I write to find the many shades of gray
Behind my black and white thinking.
I write to bask in the rainbow colors
Of a poem, essay or story.
I live to write and write to
Truly live

POETRY PLACE

The Peace of Night
—Juanita J. Martin

Sometimes the night can be a friend.
The calm, gentle, almost serendipitous cover
Releases the strain of daytime,
quiets the noise in our heads.

The nighttime hold us still in one place,
To examine the universe we take for granted—
The fixed solemnness of the sky with nature’s radiant light
the vanilla softness of the stars, an incandescent moon.

Occasional sighs of earth, the heartbeat of man,
compete for comfort in the nocturnal surrender.
We lie under its shadow; we caress the darkness with our souls.
We are children nestled in its arms with nothing but its whispers,
and the sound of the whippoorwill against our breath.

Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the
newsletter.  Each month a poem or two will be
selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems
will be chosen based on the space available.
Send one poem per person. Use 12 point
Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work
best. Send poems as a Word document and
email to Juanita J. Martin, AcquisitionsEditor.
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of
the month to be included in the following
month’s issue. - Juanita Martin
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I signed a contract offer from a Russian publisher for translation into Russian for my
novel, Winds over Manchuria. It will come out in 18 months in hardcover, paperback,
ebook, and two book clubs. It will be available in all territories where Russian is spoken.
In addition, I just received an email from my publisher informing me that my book Rodina
has been converted to a new eBook file format. Ala Crone

Janis Flores’ book, Sweeter than Wine, was published by Musa Publishing on June 8, 2012.
Sweeter than Wine is the story of Terra Cavanaugh and Jake Vreeland, two people tormented
by the past, who meet when Terra returns to save the family winery from bankruptcy.
Someone doesn’t want her to succeed—someone with murder in mind. Janis Flores

.
I presented my experience writing Irish the Demon Slayer to the fifth and sixth graders
last month, and then read them the first chapter. My talk was in three sections: (1) how
I came to write the book, (2) reading the first chapter, and (3) a few words about being
a writer. The kids were literally on the edge of their seats, following every word, as I
read the first chapter. Charles Markee

Two of my stories have been published in the Point Reyes Light: “Alone for the Day” in the
May 17, 2012 edition and “Power Play” in the June 7, 2012 edition. Mildred and Fred, a
married couple well into their eighties, have a long and storied history. Somehow, despite
their disagreements, they do get along. Harper Davis will publish a collection of my short
stories, Sheriff’s Calls from the Point Reyes Light, in 2013. Susanna Solomon

We received early copies of The Northern California Craft Beer Guide in late May, and the
final product turned out beautifully. It will be available in online bookstores, brick-and-mortar
shops, and select beer destinations throughout the area by early July. Anneliese and I are
greatly looking forward to folks using it to re-explore Northern California: the birthplace of
the modern craft beer movement. My website is www.kenweaver.com Ken Weaver

By Force or Fear by Thonie Hevron has been epublished on Smashwords.com and is
coming soon on Amazon, Kobo, Diesel, Sony, and Barnes & Noble. By Force or Fear is a
thriller about a Sonoma County Sheriff's Detective who tracks a brutal killer while being
stalked by a powerful Superior Court Judge. Set in the wine country of Sonoma County, the
chase is filled with twists and turns worthy of the rural back roads in which the story is set.
Thonie Hevron



Redwood Writers Newsletter 8

Diane H. Davis will introduce Petaluma area visitors to Davis Publishing, the California
Writers Club, and Jack London State Park. Diane has been working with the Cotati Chamber
of Commerce and Petaluma Visitors Programs to develop this opportunity to sell “private,
scheduled tours” of the historic homestead, Davis Publishing, Artful Arrangements, the
California Writers Club, and Jack London State Park. For more information, please call Diane
at (707) 664-8656. Diane Davis

I attended two retreats put on by A Room of Her Own Foundation (AROHO) in New
Mexico at Ghost Ranch, Georgia O’Keeffe’s old stomping grounds. They keep up with
all of us during the rest of the year, and there are contests, newsletters, and grant
opportunities. I made it into their May 31 newsletter for winning first place in both prose
and poetry at the Next Step conference! Michelle Wing

Blake Webster’s June 16, 2012 WordPress class was a
complete success! There are now 50 people who learned from
Blake how to build and maintain a personal or
professional/business website. Thank you, Blake, for sharing
your expertise! -Contributed by Linda Loveland Reid and
Elaine Webster

Date; Saturday, July 21, 2012
Time: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Place: Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland.
Provided:  Hamburgers and condiments, plates, napkins, tableware.
You Bring: Side dish, appetizer, salad, or dessert to share, plus drinks
for you and your guests.
For more information: visit http://calwriters.org

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS

President Elaine Webster
Vice President Frances Caballo
Vice President Robbi Sommers Bryant
Vice President Sandy Baker
Secretary Thonie Hevron
Treasurer Julie A Winrich

ADDITIONAL BOARD MEMBERS

Nomination Chair Jeanne Jusaitis
Author Launch Chair Jeane Slone
Member-at-Large   Robin Moore
Publicity Director      Michelle Wing
Past President Linda Loveland Reid
Newsletter Editor      Susan Littlefield
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From Julie A. Winrich, Membership Chair

Dear Members:
Don't forget to renew your dues for the July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013 year. Fees for the

year are $45.00 for active, associate, and supporting members, $15.00 for student and emeritus
members, and $20.00 for dual or joint memberships.

Stay a member in good standing so you don't have to pay the $20.00 join fee all over again. Lots
of exciting events are coming your way this year with a great new Redwood Writer Board.  Stay a
member of our "writing family" and renew.

Thank you to those who have already renewed. I look forward to receiving the rest and seeing all
of you at our future events.

THE 13TH ANNUAL SONOMA COUNTY BOOK FESTIVAL, the oldest general
interest book festival in Northern California, features exciting national and local
writers, book readings and signings, books for sale, panels of writers and publishers
talking about their craft and sharing their love of the written word, including poets and
authors of young adult and children’s books. In addition, extensive activities for
children include performances, art workshops with the Schulz Museum, and a treasure
hunt with prizes. It’s a full day of literature, poetry and entertainment for the entire
family.

To be an exhibitor and reach the 4,000 to 5,000 people who attend this annual event, download the
Exhibitor Registration Form, complete it, and return it with a check to the Sonoma County Book Festival,
P.O. Box 159, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. Please see the festival’s Tips Sheet, too, on how to have a
successful day. If you have more questions, contact Frances Caballo at SoCoBookFestival@gmail.com.

THEME FOR THE MONTH
Red Hot & Cool Blue
Stories of Independence, Patriotism & French Lingerie
~or any other material you would like to share~

Redwood Writer Tami Casias will emcee this morning of literary delights from Sonoma County authors.
Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work in public! Sign up by sending an email to
omr@redwoodwriters.org

Date: Saturday July 14, 2012
Time:  10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Place: Sonoma Library, 755 W. Napa
Street, Sonoma. (707) 996-5217
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MEMBER RECORD MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
The California Writing Club now has an internet system called Member Record Management

System (MRMS), which is a central data base application designed to provide full archiving and
reporting of membership information.  MRMS is designed to help aid the Membership Chair so that you
can change your own information if you move, change your phone number, etc.  We will be able to track
each member better. It will also help officers create reports, print out nametags, and contact each
member easier.

You will see a Members Only button on our home page at www.redwoodwriters.org. Click on
the Members Only button, and it will take you to the MRMS log in page.  If you want to learn more
about to use the MRMS system, click on the User Manual in the upper-right hand corner.

It is easy to log into MRMS. Change the select branch to Redwood, enter your user ID and
password. Add FormProcessor@hypermart.net to your email account so that you will not miss any
important emails.  Once you receive an email from HyperMarFormProcess, hit Log In.  After logging
in, you will be taken to the Redwood Branch Member Directory where you can search by name, etc. to
view your own record or someone else's.

Our own Redwood Writers roster allows you to hide certain information from our members.
However, this MRMS site does not.  It is an all or nothing site. You choose whether you wish to show
all your information or not by changing the Hide in Directory button on your own records.  Each time
there is a change to your record, you and the Membership Chair will receive an email from Hypermart
advising you of this change.  After using the MRMS site, do not forget to Log Out.  You might have to
go back to the search page to do this if you don't see a log out button at the bottom of your information
page.  Dual/Joint Redwood Members will edit most of their information from their Primary Branch.
You may still give changes for your information to your Membership Chair to make the changes for you
on this site.

If you need more information about this MRMS Site, please contact your Membership Chair at
RedwoodWritersMembershipChair@yahoo.com. This new system will make it much easier for your
officers.

Redwood Writers 2012 Mystery Short Story Contest

This contest is open to writers living in counties of Sonoma, Marin, Napa, Mendocino,
Lake, and Solano. The deadline is midnight September 15, 2012. Maximum 2000 words.
Unpublished work only. Email submissions to dtfwriter@gmail.com. Contest fee is $12
nonmembers and $8 CWC members via Paypal. The address for snail mail checks will
be provided at a later date. Prizes will be awarded at the November 11, 2012
Membership meeting.  Deborah Taylor-French is the Contest Chair. Judges are Rhys
Bowen, Shelley Singer and Kelli Stanley.

 Julie Henig volunteered again this year to head up the
Anthology Launch Party on August 26, 2012.

 Robbi Bryant, one of our new vice presidents, will take
over as Chair of the book festival on September 22, 2012.

 Frances Caballo, one of our vice presidents, has stepped up
as Member Reader Chair.

See page 13 for volunteer opportunities!

To all who volunteer for
Redwood Writers.  A special
thank you to three members who
have volunteered for challenging
positions!
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REDWOOD WRITERS OPEN MIC
SoCo Coffee

Saturday, July 28, 2012
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Featured Reader: Abby L. Bogomolny
(other readers to be announced)

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Light salads, sandwiches and snacks are available. Please
support the SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open mic sign-ups start at 3:30 p.m. First come, first
serve. Limited to five minute reading time/person  For more information, contact Robin Moore at
rockridge6532@comcast.net  or Abby Bogomolny at ever3009@gmail.com.

Monday, July 9, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati

At both events, five author's will read from their books. email:
info@jeaneslone.com for a flyer.

1st Annual WNBA National Writing Contest
The Women’s National Book Association is an organization of women and men
across the broad spectrum of writing and publishing.

Guidelines: http://www.wnba-books.org
Submission Period: May 1st – September 15th, 2012
Fiction 2,500 word limit, Poetry: 35-line limit
Entry Fee: Submit and pay online through WNBA website.
Prize: $250 cash prize and publication in the Bookwoman, the newsletter of the
Women’s National Book Association, with 10 chapters nationwide.

Diane H. Davis invites you and a friend to attend a get-together sponsored by the
Community Outreach Program of Davis Publishing on Sunday, July 29, 2012 from
3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Summer Rhyme Time is for parent/child or friend/friend.
Teaming up to be creative together is so much fun! The team rate of $15 includes
refreshments and materials. Taking time just for fun brings long-lasting rewards.
Call a friend, and then call Diane at (707) 664-8656 to register and get directions.
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AUTHOR SUPPORT GROUP
Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these
free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection
 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing
 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts
 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest
 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in

new or existing groups.

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin
County. After college, she worked for several California law enforcement agencies.
She retired after 35 years and uses her experience to write thrillers based on the rich
and textured life of the people behind the badge. Read more at
http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com.

Facilitator Chair: Amber Lea Starfire writes fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and is
a freelance editor and a publisher. She has an M.A. from Stanford University in
Design & Development of Educational Programs as well as a B.S. from
University of San Francisco in Organizational Behavior. Her mission is to
empower others to make meaning of their lives, achieve their creative and
expressive potentials, and tell their stories, by helping them access their inner
wisdom and creative power through the act of writing. Contact Amber at
http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact

Hi Everyone,

I'm happy to announce a new RWC Author Support Yahoo Group. The purpose of the Yahoo Group is
to archive meetings notes and to have a place where RWC authors can engage in ongoing discussion
and support.

Whether or not you're able to attend the pre-general meeting Author Support Group meetings, I invite
you to join the Yahoo Group. Because the Yahoo group is unlisted, you'll need to click the following
link, then click the Join This Group button: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RWC-author-support/
Amber Starfire
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Summertime and the writing is easy with Marlene Cullen's
Jumpstart Writing Workshops. Join in these free-write style workshops in Petaluma, $15 for each
workshop. Classes are Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Petaluma Community Center and
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Copperfield's Books, 140 Kentucky Street in Petaluma.

A new series starts July 10 with special guest facilitator, Arlene Mandell, for the morning workshop.
Arlene, a retired English professor, and formerly on the staff of Good Housekeeping magazine has
published more than 500 poems, essays and short stories in newspapers and literary journals, including
The New York Times, Tiny Lights and Wild Violet. A recent venture is an e-chapbook, Scenes from My
Life on Hemlock Street: A Brooklyn Memoir, set in the 1940s and 50s, available for free at
www.echapbook.com/memoir/mandell.

More information: www.thewritespot.us Contact Marlene: mcullen@comcast.net

Create your own science fiction world in 2,000 words or less by 11:59 p.m. on July 15,
2012. No fantasy will be accepted. Space Opera is allowed. $100, $50, $25 awarded to the
top three winners. Submit to sfcontest@redwoodwriters.org. Open to residents of Sonoma,
Napa, Mendocino, Marin, Lake, and Solano counties. For additional guidelines and
additional information on judges visit http://redwoodwriters.org/contests/scifi/

Redwood Writers thrives because of all the wonderful volunteers
who give freely or their expertise and time.  The following positions
are open:

 Treasurer (includes board membership)
 Website Editor (training available)
 Post RW Newsletter and keep up the Calendar at the website
 Keep the About Redwood Writers section up to date and post California Writers Club events
 Registration Chair
 Contest Chair
 Historian
 Member Greeter at Redwood Writer Meetings

If you would like information on Contest Chair, or if you are interested in volunteering for this
position, please contact Linda Loveland Reid at lindalovelandreid@sbcglobal.net.

For any other positions, please contact Elaine Webster at president@redwoodwriters.org
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Videos of the party are posted on YouTube. The easiest way to access the videos is
to go to Google and type in "Celebrating Linda Loveland Reid." There are three
videos. One is a short form with just clips and background music and the other two
are long versions, Part I & Part II, which includes everyone's speech. If Part II does
not show up, click on "more videos for Linda Loveland Reid" right under Part I.
Jean Wong

Linda was at the microphone smiling just like she always
does….and the cameras wouldn’t stop flashing!
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You must also look for a support
network. Find a writers club near you. Check your
Sunday newspaper to see if there are any listings
for meetings or author events in the area. Then
again, maybe you'll have to dig a little deeper to
find a writing community in your area. You can
try utilizing a cyber community of
writers. Absolute Writer Water Cooler is a great
place to start.

Getting feedback from fellow writers is
essential. Finding a critique group is important to
improve your writing skills. You’ll hear what
works and what doesn't work in your drafts. By
reviewing others' work you begin to develop
stronger editing muscles. Good chemistry within
your critique group can work, as well as finding a
group of same genre writers.

Now onto a word of caution: there are
many who will try and take advantage of
writers. Please do not click on any links for
"Publish your novel here.” It is doubtful that you
will be happy with the result. You should check
out a website called Preditors and Editors. A
companion blog is Writer Beware Blogs! And
finally, the biggest tip is to find a good adhesive to
secure your backside to your desk chair or as some
of my friends call it: butt glue.

Advice for
Newbie Writers

Linda McCabe

The other day I received a ping on
Facebook chat from a friend who asked me how to
go about getting published. It is a common
question for those who have begun the process of
writing a book. What do I do after I finish writing?

Long before you finish your first draft, you
need to start thinking of yourself as a writer. It
may be a psychological shift, but a necessary one
for you to take yourself seriously as a writer.

You also need to work on your craft. You
must read and write all the time. Discover what
you enjoy reading, and then write the kind of book
that you would like to read. Analyze your favorite
books. Dissect them, take copious notes. Discover
the plot points, the subplots, the plot twists.  Think
about characterizations and the setting. Could the
story be set in another place and time? If so, how
would it have changed the story?

Here are a few books on craft that will help
improve your storytelling ability:

 Writing the Breakout Novel by
Donald Maass

 Fire in Fiction by Donald Maass
 Make a Scene by Jordan Rosenfeld
A book for understanding drama:
 Audition: Everything an Actor

Needs to Know to Get the Part by
Michael Shurtleff.

Beyond working on your craft, you also
need to educate yourself about the business of
publishing. I recommend subscribing to two
different daily electronic newsletters, Publishers
Lunch and Publishers Weekly Daily
You should also read industry blogs. I use Google
Reader and I have far too many blogs to
comfortably follow, but I do scan them. If you
don't have a Google account, get one. It's free and
easy to obtain. Here is one agent's blog that I think
is helpful: Kristen Nelson. Start there, check out
her blogroll. Try a few others, subscribe to ones
you like.

Linda C. McCabe has been a member of
Redwood Writers for over ten years and served
on the board of directors as Membership Chair,
Treasurer, Vice-President, and President. Her
writing credits include: opinion-editorials in the
Santa Rosa Press Democrat and Los Angeles
Times,  submission in several Vintage Voices, a
master’s thesis from Sonoma State University
and she is actively pursuing publication of an
epic historical fantasy series based on the
legends of Charlemagne. She is an avid reader
of blogs regarding the rapid evolution of the
publishing industry and loves networking with
other writers. You can schmooze with her in
person at the meetings or connect with her
online through Facebook, her literary blog or
her website.
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Writers Forum of Petaluma
Amy Rennert, Literary Agent, on

Secrets of Getting Published
Date: August 4, 2012
Time: 9:30 am to 1:30 pm
Place: Best Western Plus, 870 Hopper Avenue

Santa Rosa, CA
Cost: Members $25 and Non-Members $35

Do you find public appearances scary? Are you
having trouble speaking or reading in front of an
audience?

Our August workshop, You, Live and In Person,
offers tips and techniques to help you master (and
enjoy) live presentation. Through group exercises,
in-depth demonstration and discussion, we’ll
explore techniques to make your public
appearances more fun for you and a whole lot
more fun (not to mention, effective) for your
audiences. Some of the many topics we will cover
include:

 Preparing material
 Rehearsing
 Calming nerves
 A speaker’s focus
 Reading text
 Vocal projection
 Use of a microphone

Date: Thursday, July 19,
2012 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m.
Place: Petaluma Community
Center, 320 No. McDowell
Blvd. Petaluma
Cost: $15 at the door

Literary Agent Amy Rennert demystifies the
publishing process for fiction and nonfiction
writers. She will address the process of finding
representation and offer a primer on the realities
in today's publishing world. She will discuss
common errors made by novice writers and the
pitfalls authors need to avoid. Writers will also
learn the best approach for query letters and
submissions. Amy will focus on what authors
should expect from agents, and how to ensure
the best possible relationship with agents and
editors. The workshop will also briefly cover
agency agreements and author contracts, as well
as self-publishing and e-book options.

Amy Rennert, a former award-winning writer
and editor-in-chief of two magazines, is one of
the country’s leading literary agents. With more
than a dozen books on the New York Times
bestseller list in recent years, The Amy Rennert
Agency specializes in books that matter and
represents quality fiction and nonfiction writers.
Her authors include Jimmy Buffett, one of only
nine writers to have appeared in the #1 position
on both the fiction and nonfiction bestseller
lists; Jacqueline Winspear, a two-time Agatha
Award winner, Edgar finalist and author of the
New York Times bestselling Maisie Dobbs
series; NBC Chief Medical Editor Dr. Nancy
Snyderman; National Book Award finalist Beth
Kephart; two-time Tony Award winner Patti
LuPone; New York Times bestselling children’s
authors Amy Krouse Rosenthal and Tom
Lichtenheld, and the late Terry Ryan, author of
The Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio. - Marlene
Cullen

Facilitator: Amanda McTigue is a
Redwood Writer member. An author,
stage director and performance coach,
Amanda calls herself a storyteller on
the page and for the stage.

Before writing her debut novel Going to Solace,
Amanda had a long career in live theater, writing and
directing for such venues as Carnegie Hall and the
Minnesota Opera, as well as, more recently, Sonoma
State University. She’s also worked as a consultant and
Executive Director for clients like Walt Disney
Entertainment and Paramount/Viacom. Over the course
of her career, she’s coached all kind of folks from well
known stars to “amateur” presenters.
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July 26 through July 28, 2012
Fort Bragg, California

For more information visit www.mcwc.org

The Redwood Writer
P.O. Box 4687

Santa Rosa, CA 95402

Deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of each
month. Anything after this date will be saved for
the next issue. Please email submissions to Susan
Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org

Deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month.
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita
Martin at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com

Submission Guidelines

Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please keep
submissions to 75 words or less and include a
picture.

If you have an idea for an article, or would like
one of your published articles reprinted in the
newsletter, please pitch it and see what happens!
We like to keep articles to around 500 words.

We only put writing-related announcements in
the newsletter. Please include your picture and
details about your class or event. Word count is
flexible and creativity a must.

Redwood Writers
General Membership Meetings

General membership meetings are held the
second Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00
p.m. in the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel.
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777
4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the
membership meeting. All members welcome.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California
Writers Club.

The Mendocino Coast Writers Conference offers a
place where writers find encouragement,
expertise, and inspiration. An intimate conference
is organized each year at the end of July, and
limited to 100 participants where excellent writers
who are also outstanding teachers will encourage
students to develop the craft of writing in a
supportive community, explore how writing can
shape the world, and to exchange ideas with
authors, editors, literary agents, and writers of
many talents, ages and backgrounds, from
octogenarians to regional high school and college
students. The spectacular scenery of Northern
California’s coast provides the backdrop. For
more information, visit their website.

GOODREADS

7 Million Readers can't be wrong. GoodReads
allows anyone to peruse their database of books
and reviews by other readers.

Visit the Redwood Writers group page and see
all our published books in one place. Join the
Redwood Writers group on GoodReads.

If you’re not on GoodReads, go to our page at
http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/57497.
Redwood_Writers  and then click on Register in
the upper right-hand corner.

If your are already on GoodReads, got to,
http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/57497.
Redwood_Writers. - Lynn Millar
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EDITOR’S CORNER

Dear Redwood Writers,
At the general membership meeting in

June, Veronica Rossi spoke about the importance
of loglines for our high-concept writing projects. I
understand high-concept writing to mean giving an
ordinary idea an extraordinary twist.

I’ve given thought to the use of loglines for
my own stories. If I create a logline prior to
starting a novel, it might influence my focus on the
plot. A logline for my finished work can be a
wonderful marketing tool.

Prompted by Veronica’s fun game of
providing movie loglines and then asking the
audience to identify the titles, I began thinking
about The Little Engine that Could. What would be
a good logline for this lovely children’s story?

 A train powers up a hill using positive
thought;

 A little engine uses big thoughts to
make it over a mountain.

When it comes to my writing, I often feel
like that little engine chug-chug-chugging along on
nothing but positive thoughts and hard work. On
the other side of that long journey is my finished
novel in the hands of a great agent. Now, I can use
that same commitment to create interesting
loglines for all my writing.

I encourage us all to be like that little
engine by writing often, writing well, and creating
excellent  loglines!

Susan Littlefield
Redwood Writer Editor

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin
Member in the Spotlight
Editor:

Osha Belle Hayden

Copyeditor: Jeanne Miller

Copyeditor: Mona Mechling

A special thanks to Juanita, Osha, Jeanne,
and Mona for all their hard work on The
Redwood Writer!

In one short (or
sometimes long)
creative sentence.

The great heroine bravely takes risks in order to
solve a problem, only to find that in saving
others she has spiraled full circle to a higher
plateau of her spiritual self.- Jeanne Jusaitis

My heroes are Redwood Writer volunteers,
which is not poetic but correct. - Linda
Loveland Reid

A great heroine is the woman who does all the
things I think I would do if I didn't have all this
laundry.- Marie Millard

Try believable, beloved, beautiful, brave, buff,
bossy and beguiling for a good beginning.-
Patrice Garrett

She's pretty, brave, and smart, but she thinks she
ugly, cowardly and dumb!- Jean Wong

One who discovers her unique gift and then gives
it away.- Kate Farrell

This month:

What makes a
great hero or

heroine?

Question for August
What is your logline for a story, song, poem,

or non-fiction book you have written?

Remember…one sentence only!


