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For the 2013 Author Launch!  
 

Date:  Sunday, July 14, 2013 

Time: 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

Place: Flamingo Hotel, Santa Rosa, CA  

Cost:  $5.00 for members, guest free!  

 

Publication of their novel is the first honor 

for writers, and the second greatest honor is the 

opportunity to launch their book before a 

community of fellow writers.  The time has 

come for seventeen Redwood Writer authors to 

launch their books.  

Your seat is saved for this year's author 

launch! Don't forget to bring a guest!   

     See page two and the flyer at the end of the 

newsletter for the authors and their bios!  
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Redwood Writers Library Open Mic 

Theme: HEAT   

 

Date:  Saturday, July 13, 2013 

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Place: Petaluma Library, 100 Fairgrounds Drive 

           Petaluma. (707) 763-9801 

 
Tami Casias emcees this event.  Even though there 

is a theme, readers are welcome to share any 

writing they like. Initial reading slots are reserved 

for Redwood Writers members, then open mic 

spots are available for the general public, first 

come, first served. Sign up by e-mailing 

rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org. 

Many Thanks to the Flamingo! 
 

I bet you don't know that the Flamingo gives 

us a monthly break as to the price of the room. 

They set up chairs and put out coffee and tea 

prior to every meeting.  Let's not forget to let 

them know how much we appreciate their 

wonderful hospitality!  
 

Mark your calendars for August 25, 2013 for 

the anthology launch party to be held at 

Harry and Linda Reid's lovely gardens. More 

information to come!  
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2013 Author Launch Presenters 

 

Bert Botta    Fast Lane to Faith: A Jet Jockey’s Search for Significance 

Robbi Sommers Bryant  Dream 

Joelle Burnette   Cancer Time Bomb: How the BRCA Gene Stole My Tits and Eggs 

Arletta Dawdy   Huachuca Woman 

Martha Adelle Dunlop  I Was There...When 

Pamela Fender   Beside Myself: Recovery from My Family, Betrayal and Estrangement 

Laura McHale Holland  The Ice Cream Vendor’s Song 

Sue Hultberg   Brain Injury Advocates 

Jeanne Jusaitis   Lilah Dill and the Magic Kit 

Jo Lauer    Best Laid Plans: A Cozy Mystery 

Joan Martin   Little Bear Learns to Fly 

Arlene Miller (JoJo Baker) Trashy Novel: Four College Girls on a Path 

Mary Ames Mitchell  The Search for My Abandoned Grandmother: A History of Family 

Blessings 

Harry Reid   The Concert: The Diary of Frederigo Alfieri 

Linda Loveland Reid  Something in Stone 

Helena Sedwick   Coyote Winds 

Nina Tepedino   If You Lived in Sam’s Neck 

 

Clockwise from left:  Lynn Millar, Tony 

Sciullo, Darrell Grisham, Scott  Lummer,  

Jean  Wong,  Kay  Mehl  Miller.   

Jack Fender  

 
  

Why? Because it's the Event of 

the Year! 
 
Come to the Play festival to see the seven 

winning playwrights' imaginations come to 

life as their ten minute plays are produced 

on stage!  Tickets are $18 and on sale now.  

Call (707) 523-4185 to purchase tickets and 

reserve a seat!  

Play Festival Performance dates 
 

Thursday, June 27, 2013: 8:00 pm - Opening night  

Friday, June 28, 2013:  8:00 p.m.  

Saturday, June 29, 2013: 2:00 p.m. and 8 p.m. (there is also a 10:00 a.m. workshop on plays) 

Sunday, June 30, 2013: 2:00 pm  (at 4:30 there is a "talk back" with playwrights) 
 

For more information, go to http://redwoodwriters.org/redwood-writers-play-festival/.  

http://redwoodwriters.org/redwood-writers-play-festival/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

By Robbi Sommers Bryant  
           

Redwood Writers are rocking and rolling. Just ask around. We held our 

annual retreat on June 1
st
 and brainstormed some awesome ideas for this 

upcoming year. Are you interested in getting twelve meetings for the price of 

ten? Check out Redwood Express. There will be no waiting in line to get into 

the meetings, and no worries about paying at the door. Just walk in, sign your 

name and pick up your permanent badge. Cool, huh? 

Have you entered a Redwood Writers contest and wondered why your piece wasn’t chosen? The word is 

out that Redwood Writers’ judges may offer critiques of your work in the future. New contests are lined up 

for 2014, as well as our fabulous conference at SRJC. 

 Love our author’s support group? We may be offering more meetings outside of the Flamingo along with 

our regular monthly meeting. Won’t that be great! Meet with fellow authors, share ideas, ask questions, be 

heard. 

How about some interesting, expert speakers for the new year? Redwood writers has formed a liaison 

with Copperfield's Books. Some of their nationally known writers will present at our monthly meetings. Our 

first in the series, Beth Kephart, (http://beth-kephart.blogspot.com/) will be our speaker in September. Can’t 

wait. 

Did you know that come fall, Redwood Writers will have a local author’s shelf in Copperfield's? Did you 

know that we are also we’re exploring ideas to include a youth writer’s program, and that we’re setting up a 

regular plan for donations to Sonoma County’s Free Bookmobile and the county jail? 

We’ve got our anthology launch party in the works and are now accepting submissions for Redwood 

Writers’ first poetry anthology. New workshops are on the horizon for 2014.  A two-week play festival next 

year and more, more, more! So fasten your seatbelts and get ready to soar. Redwood Writers are shooting for 

the moon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                             

 

 

 

 

                           Elected Officers                                                     Board Members  

 

President: Robbi Sommers Bryant Past President: Linda Loveland Reid 

Vice Presidents: Sandy Baker 

Amanda McTigue 

Publicity Chair:   

Michelle Wing  

Treasurer: Karen McAullif Newsletter Editor:  Susan Littlefield  

Secretary: Malena Eljumaily Membership Chair  Amrita Skye Blaine  

  RWC Book Festival Chair:  David Ramirez  

  Author Launch: Jeanne Sloane  

  Assistant Website System 

Administrator: Julie Winrich 

  Website Editors:  Kate Farrell 

Robbi Sommers Bryant 

  Representative CWC 

Central Board:  Elaine Webster  

                   Kent Sorenson, Sharon Hamilton 
 

A big shout-out to all RWC 

volunteers! See a special 

acknowledgement at the end of 

the newsletter prepared by Linda 

Loveland Reid.  You never know, 

your name just might be in there!  

http://beth-kephart.blogspot.com/
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Robin Moore  

 
By Juanita J. Martin  

 

Robin Moore is just as comfortable writing 

fiction and non-fiction as she is riding her horses 

Gracie or Willa. Sometimes her horses are her 

inspiration for writing.  She’s in the process of 

rewriting a middle-grade horse novel, called Addie’s 

Wish. With her easy-going personality and quick 

wit, Robin is a natural with children. She writes 

primarily children’s literature, 4
th

-8
th

 grade level. 

She also has a picture book in progress about the 

adventures of a crane truck. She hopes her writing 

will inspire children to develop a love for reading.  

Each year Robin participates in Nanowrimo to 

write 50,000 words in the month of November. 

During this time, she started a historical fiction 

novel called Lost in Shanghai. The main character is 

Charles, a boy reconciled with his estranged father, 

after Charles’s sister and mother are killed in the 

United States.  

Moore dabbles in other genres such as mystery 

writing and poetry. “Chellingstone Manor,” a 

mystery turned ghost story, was accepted in this 

year’s anthology. She took an Introduction to Poetry 

class from Santa Rosa Junior College to learn how 

to write better poems.  

“When I get inspired to write poetry, I send 

them to my friend Juanita for a critique or a laugh,"  

Robin said with a chuckle.  

Besides having numerous newsletter articles 

published, Robin was editor/reporter for the 

Cloverdale newspaper. She was also in the Road 

Apple Gazette and Western Horseman Magazine. 

Robin believes in the ability of critique groups 

to support and respect their members. She  

participates in two groups on Tuesdays. She will  

 

also meet at SoCo Coffee in Santa Rosa and Plank 

Coffee in Cloverdale, for coffee, camaraderie, and 

free write sessions with fellow Redwood Writer 

members. 

Moore joined Redwood Writers in the winter 

of 2007, helping behind the scenes at events and 

meetings. “I like being helpful.” She took on more 

leadership roles such as being newsletter editor for 

two and one half years. Robin really enjoyed her 

time on the newsletter team. It helped her meet new 

and interesting people whom she eventually 

befriended. She also hosts an annual salon at her 

home and ranch in the hills of Cloverdale. She 

credits Redwood Writers for great speakers, writing 

opportunities, and the invaluable friendships she 

has gained. Robin also served on the Redwood 

Writers Board and co-chaired the Tech Day 

workshop. 

Most recently she was on the Agents Day 

committee and the nominating committee. She also 

co-hosts the monthly Redwood Writers Open Mic 

event.  

Where will you most likely find Robin? You 

won’t find Robin in front of a computer waiting for 

the muse to find her. Besides horses, she loves 

windmills and travel. In 2012, she went to Ireland 

where she met several writers. 

Robin loves communing with nature, riding 

her horse, painting, photography and art. For now, 

Robin just enjoys her family, friends, horses, and 

hobbies. She doesn’t want to write a memoir; she'd 

rather live out her adventures in living color as they 

unfold right in front of her. Someday she just might 

write about them.  

 

 
 

Tosca M. Schauer 

Terry Rowan 

Nancy Scott 

Kathryn Drew 

Virginia Sargent 

 

Also, welcome back to Dimitri Rusov-

Morningstar, a returning member! 
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each 

month a poem or two will be selected to be printed in the 

newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space 

available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times 

New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a 

Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions 

Editor. 

freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 of the month to be 

included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Doorways 
—Carol Hoorn 

 

The door to the past stands open, ever present, 

Pursuing me like a false lover, promising 

Change. 

The door to the future is still closed, 

Patiently waiting, holding endless 

Possibilities, 

Fearing Pandora’s Box lies beyond, 

I am for a long time, rigid. 

Stiff with waiting, my creaking bones 

Blunder thru, 

The future is here. 

My choices improve, learned from mistakes, 

Moving forward now, 

Knowing there are rewards. 

 
 

Sweet Talk for a Musician 
—Jasmine Belen 

 

With your nimble fingers 

strum the rhythm of my mystical dreams 

Croon me awake with a sultry song 

Lower me with your baritone grace 

and burst me with a sharp note 

Rock and tumble with my harmony 

until we shatter the placid dawn 
 

Regret 
— Robert M. Shafer 
 

Applying worthy words to paper  

is an achievement that  

rescues me from regret. 

Applying illuminating images to canvas 

is an achievement that 

rescues me from regret. 

I read my words again, 

and again. 

I gaze at my painting again, 

and again. 

Vanquished regret cowers in the corner. 
 

 

Numerous Redwood Writers attended the Sitting Room’s Birthday Party on 

Sunday, June 9, 2013. 
 
Every year, the Sitting Room produces a themed 

anthology. This year’s theme was: When I was a child I read… Unlike most 

publications, every submission is accepted, yet the level of writing is strong and 

heartfelt. How cool is that? 

Anthology readers will want to look up the many children’s books which 

were mentioned—it’s never too late to catch up on great stories! The party was 

a time of a delicious “must-have second helping” cake with 

strawberry/blueberry toppings smothered in whipped cream, well-delivered, 

entertaining readings, and a chance to chat-up an outstanding Sitting Room 

community. 

The Sitting Room was founded  in 1981 by  J. J. Wilson and Karen 

Petersen. Besides their massive library, The Sitting Room puts on workshops 

and is a sanctuary for anyone who wants a quiet place to sit, read, write, and 

think. This is local, grassroots energy at its best! Check out their website at 

http://www.sittingroom.org/index.html.- Jean Wong 
 

On the left is founder of 

The Siting Room, J. J. 

Wilson, and Redwood 

Writer, Lilith Lynn 

Rogers 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
http://www.sittingroom.org/index.html.-
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Current chatter tells writers: use strong verbs 

and nouns; shun adjectives and adverbs 

(descriptors). This wisdom has merit, yet it ignores 

the power of a precise and appropriate adjective. In 

fact the banishment of adjectives may result in 

weaker sentences, hazier images, less compelling 

stories. A well-chosen adjective packs a punch.  

For those of us who have not attended school in 

many years, or didn’t pay attention at the time, here 

is a brief grammar lesson. 

Adjective are words that describe nouns. 

Examples: They live in an ornate Victorian house.  

Her purple hair shocked  neighborhood children. 

Take out the underlined words, and the sentences 

are much less interesting. They live in a house. Her 

hair shocked children. 

Here’s an exercise. Conjure up an image of a 

ball. Now with every descriptive word you read 

here, change that image. Beach ball, football, ping 

pong ball, soccer ball, Nerf ball, golf ball, volley 

ball, medicine ball.  

Each descriptor probably changed your image 

of that ball. A beach ball is not the same as a 

football. And to put the ball in greater perspective, 

let’s enlarge the context. The ball hit John in the 

nose.   

It matters what kind of a ball hit him. 

Many experts point out that we should use 

strong verbs and nouns. Certainly, strong verbs and 

nouns reduce the need for adjectives. True, but not 

completely so. 

Some advice: choose strong adjectives. Weak 

descriptors dilute your story. Strong adjectives and 

other descriptors can enrich your writing, but I 

advise caution. More advice: Don’t  lade your 

sentences with adjectives, or use empty adjectives. 

Example: The tall old man with the straggly, gray 

beard stood near the open door of the house that his 

younger neighbors had just painted a bright green.  

 

Strong Language: 

Adjectives 

 

Part of an occasional 

discussion on writing fiction 

 

By Karen Batchelor 

 

Literary Dates to Remember  
 

August 5, 2013:     The Color Your World 

Fiction Contest deadline ends at midnight.  

August 11, 2013:     Prizes for Memoir Contest 

will be awarded.  The Light Inside Poetry 

Contest will kick-off.  

September 1, 2013:  Submission deadline for 

The Beat Goes On Anthology.   

November 13, 2013:  Submission deadline for 

Light Inside Poetry Contest.  

 

 

 

 

 

But, strong adjectives can enhance your sentences. 

Which sentence is more interesting?  

1. She raced through the house, crashing into 

an antique china cabinet, a hand-painted screen in 

the dining room and her two-year-old nephew.   

2.  She ran fast through the big old house and 

on her way, she ran into many things.  

Your challenges: 

3. In the sentence above “The tall old man with 

the straggly, ….” delete empty adjectives, reducing 

the descriptors to the most essential or interesting. 

4. In each blank space either write a 

descriptive word or leave it blank. 

            The _____ dog barked _____at the _____ 

boy who dropped his______ bicycle on the 

_______lawn. 
 

 Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories, 

essays and professional articles. She is co-author of eight 

textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View College 

was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006. Her work has 

appeared in Sanskrit, The Contemporary West, Diverse 

Voices Quarterly, Career Education, Wide Open, CWC 

Literary Review, and other literary journals. She won an 

Honorable Mention in a Writers Digest Contest, and was a 

finalist in a Glimmer Train contest in 2008. She also won 

two online contests with wordsfordollars. 
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Redwood Writers Fiction Contest 2013 
 

Deadline: Midnight on August 5, 2013 

Eligibility: Residents of Sonoma, Napa, Marin, Solano, Lake &  

                        Mendocino Counties. 

Winners: Announced at the October 13, 2013 Redwood Writer’s Meeting  

Prizes:  $100 1
st
 place, $50 2

nd
 place, and $25 3

rd
 place. 

Submission: CWC Members $8. Nonmembers $12.  

 

For guidelines and judge biographies, please see the flyer at the end of the 

newsletter!  
 

Expand Your Horizons with CWC 

By Elaine Webster 

CWC/NorCal Group Representative for Redwood Writers 
 

 

Have you renewed your membership?  CWC Redwood Writers membership 

is one click away at http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/renew/. 

With the annual Redwood Writers planning retreat under our belts, and 

elections behind us, our new officers and board members are hard at work 

compiling another successful year of events, contests and networking 

opportunities. But why stop there? Along with your Redwood Writers membership comes membership in 

the California Writers Club (CWC). At Redwood we are fortunate to have eleven other Northern California 

branches within driving distance. Many of our members hold dual memberships with the Marin Branch and 

Napa Valley Writers. However, why not plan some vacation time to include a visit to the more distance 

branches? Combine a romantic trip to Mendocino with an evening at the historic Mendocino Hotel; where 

the Mendocino Writers Branch holds their monthly meeting and open mic. Or plan a visit to Steinbeck 

country and drop in on a dinner meeting with Central Coast Writers at the beautiful Point Pinos Grill in 

Pacific Grove. Go to The NorCal Group’s website to find links to all the branches and a full event calendar 

http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/. 

Aside from travel, many of us joined Redwood Writers to learn to be better writers and to network with 

other writers and writing professionals. Our members include editors, designers, photographers, and 

illustrators (to name a few) that look to CWC for new clients and business opportunities. In reverse, many of 

us find our perfect matches through our affiliation with CWC. 

If you find writing workshops inspirational, many presenters move between branches. So if you miss a 

favorite instructor at Redwood, check the other branches websites, they may be offering a repeat 

performance.  In fact, our own 2014 Conference will draw CWC members from around the State.  

Finally, as Web Editor for The NorCal Group’s website, I’m continually adding content that helps the 

branches and their members. I’ve recently added WordPress Tips and Publishing Guide pages. The Local 

History page is primed for history buffs to contribute articles. Remember, that the selected submissions will 

reach a wide readership and add to your author platform strategy when you market your work. Send your 

articles to me at elaine@mediadesign-mds.com in a Word Doc file with reprint permission. Photos are 

welcomed and CWC members are given first priority.   

 

 

 

http://redwoodwriters.org/membership/renew/
http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/
mailto:elaine@mediadesign-mds.com
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I sold Landing an Invitation to the anthology, Not Your Mother’s Book…On Parenting, which 

will be released September 10, 2013. This story is about a father bonding with his son. My 

stories, read to appreciative audiences (for which I am grateful) at the RWC Salons and Open 

Mics, led to the sales in Not Your Mother’s Book…On Travel and On Being a Stupid Kid. -

John J. Lesjack 

 

 

My article "The Elephant Queen" published in the children's magazine, Faces, in January 

2012 is a runner-up in the nonfiction category of the 2013 Society of Children's Book 

Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI) Magazine Merit Awards. 

http://www.scbwi.org/Pages.aspx/Current-News?Magazine-Merit-Award-Winners-

Announced.  –Natasha Yim 

 Welcome New Treasurer Karen McAuliffe! 
 

Karen McAuliffe lived her early life as a series of short stories.  She was told by 

many, “you should write a book.” By the age of 37 she’d had 34 jobs, lived on all four 

borders of the US, and many places in between. The daughter of a columnist, she was 

afraid to write, worried about being compared to him.  Except for legal briefs, she 

wrote nothing until 2010 when she enrolled in a free Santa Rosa Junior College life 

story class for seniors.  To her surprise, she fell in love with writing the moment she sat 

down at the keyboard and wrote her first story.  

Karen began her career at age nine with a lemonade stand--the only one in Ortonville, Minnesota with curb 

service.  After earning her JD from Loyola School of Law and attempting unsuccessfully to start a law practice in San 

Francisco, she took a job in the trust department of Crocker Bank.  She is now gradually retiring after 35 years of 

managing trusts and estates, a career she has loved and which has put the skills she learned in many of her 34 jobs to 

use.   

Welcome Aboard the Redwood Express! 

 

Are you tired of standing in line at the meeting each month and fishing in your bag or pocket for five 

dollars?   Now you have the opportunity to pay a flat fee of $50 for an entire year of month Redwood 

Writers’ meetings, which includes two free meetings. You get 12 meetings for $50 instead of the usual 

$60 for the dozen @ $5 each.  With this membership:  
 

 Go straight into the Empire Room     

 Initial your name on the Redwood Express list                

 Pick up your pre-printed hanging nametag               

 You’re in! 
 

To renew for July 1, 2013-June 30, 2014., just go to www.redwoodwriters.org/membership. First, renew 

your annual membership for $45, and then check the box for Optional Redwood Express for $50 if you 

wish to have 2 free meetings.  You may then pay by Credit Card, PayPal, or check. 

http://www.scbwi.org/Pages.aspx/Current-News?Magazine-Merit-Award-Winners-Announced
http://www.scbwi.org/Pages.aspx/Current-News?Magazine-Merit-Award-Winners-Announced
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/membership
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Monday, July 8, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
Come and hear five authors read their books. Drop in or reserve space 

by calling (707) 544-2491 or emailing info@jeaneslone.com.  $4.00 

minimum purchase.   

 

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers: Alicia Hugg & Mark Pavlichek 
 

 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Snacks are available. 

Please support the SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic 

sign-ups start at 1:30 p.m. First come, first served. Open Mic Limited 

to five minutes per person. The Master of Ceremonies is Farrell 

Winter.  

Contact:  Abby Bogomolny at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin 

Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 

http://redwoodwriters.org or see the flyer at the end of the newsletter.  

Date:  Saturday, July27, 2013 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., early sign  

           up at 1:30.   

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,    

           Santa Rosa.  

 
Tuesday, July 23, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 
 
Come and hear five authors read their books.  Drop in or reserve space 
by calling  (707)  889-3419 or emailing monamech@gmail.com. 
 

Natasha Yim will be presenting the story of Sacajawea and her amazing journey 

on July 14, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. at the Ukiah library and on July 18, 2013 at 11:00 

am. in the Willits library.  Both of these events are part of the Mendocino County 

Public Library's Summer Reading program. Look for flyers to come. 

 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:monamech@gmail.com
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Margie Yee Webb invites you to the California State Fair! The “BIG FUN” 

event this summer is scheduled from July 12-28, 2013, at Cal Expo in 

Sacramento. The many exhibits at the fair include a California Authors Booth 

featuring authors ranging from New York Times Best-Selling to award-winning 

to newly published.  

Margie Yee Webb, author/photographer of Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: 

Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life, is scheduled to appear along with 

other authors and members of the California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, 

on dates to be announced. The complete schedule of authors and links to their websites will be available at 

http://www.bridgehousebooks.com/events/statefair2013.htm.  

The California Authors Booth, organized by awarding-winning author and publisher Naida West of the 

California Gold Trilogy, is located in the California Building For more information, please visit 

http://www.bigfun.org/come-to-the-fair/attractions/ca-building-exhibits/. 

 

 

 
 

“the only people for me are the mad ones, the ones who are mad to live, mad to talk, mad to be saved, 

desirous of everything at the same time, the ones who never yawn or say a commonplace thing, but burn, 

burn, burn like fabulous yellow roman candles exploding like spiders across the stars.” ― Jack Kerouac, On 

the Road. 

The Redwood Writers proudly announce that the poetry anthology, And the Beat Goes on, is now 

looking for poems no longer than 50 lines maximum to include in Redwood Writers first full Poetry 

Anthology, release date, April 24, 2014. All poems must be submitted through the Redwood Writers web 

site by September 1, 2013. Submission guidelines:  

 Poets must be members in good standing of  Redwood Writers.  

 Each poet can submit up to  5 poems – up to 3 may be accepted for publication.  

 All poems must be submitted through the Redwood Writers Web site.  

 Up to three qualifying poems per poet may be published.  

 Please include a 50 word biography at the time of submission. 

For more information, contact the Editor Catharine Bramkamp at Bramkamp@yahoo.com.  The official 

flyer is at the end of the newsletter.  

 
 

It's time again for the California Writers Club annual Picnic on Saturday, July 20, 

2013 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at San Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland. There will be food 

and fun, a Literary Cake-Decorating Contest, and open mic. If you would like to 

attend, please RSVP to Linda Brown by emailing BrownCalifornia@aol.com or 

calling (510) 530-1261.  For more information, please visit the CWC website at 

http://calwriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Picnic-Particulars.pdf. 

http://www.bridgehousebooks.com/events/statefair2013.htm
http://www.bigfun.org/come-to-the-fair/attractions/ca-building-exhibits/
mailto:Bramkamp@yahoo.com
mailto:BrownCalifornia@aol.com
http://calwriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Picnic-Particulars.pdf
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Presents Anne Jordan on the Structure of Story  
 

Date: July 18, 2013   

Time:  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm  

Place: Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 

Price: $15 at the door 

 

This two-hour talk will be about how all stories can be broken down into four equal parts, which helps 

writers to create manageable outlines. Once you know the secret, you'll never get writer's block again. 

Anne Jordan is an enthusiastic and knowledgeable author and Hollywood screenwriter who has taught 

creative writing and screenwriting classes to thousands of students at many of the universities and colleges 

in Northern California. She's also an executive producer at Popcorn Entertainment Group, and the executive 

director of the Northern California Screenwriters. 

Anne will be teaching a Basic Screenwriting class at Santa Rosa Junior College on October 12 to 13, 

2013.  For more information, please visit www.popcornentertainmentgroup.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Submissions for the Memoir Contest are now closed.  Winners will be announced 

at the August 11, 2013 Redwood Writers Meeting.  In the meantime, let's thank our 

contest chair Malena Eljumaily for all of her hard work as contest chair!  

Malena Eljumaily has been a member of Redwood Writers since 2008. She is on 

the board of the Northern California chapter of Sisters in Crime and mostly reads and 

writes mysteries. Last year, she tried her hand at playwriting for the first time, and her 

drama, “Special Delivery,” won the Audience Favorite award at the Redwood Writers 

Second Annual 10 Minute Play Contest.  
 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost $25 

and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready, and submitted as a jpeg or tif. No 

formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. The 

Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 

http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer/. Any ads not of interest to writers or writing 

related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads are placed on a first come, first served basis only. 

Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will be saved for the next newsletter. 

Sneak Peak! 
 

At the August 11, 2013 meeting, Peter Bowerman will speak about loving to write but hating to starve.  

A good writing income is closer than you think. Join veteran commercial writer Peter Bowerman in a 

practical, info-packed session as you explore what commercial writing is, what qualities you need to 

succeed, how to build a portfolio, where the work is, how to find it, what to charge, how good you have 

to be, and more. 

http://www.popcornentertainmentgroup.com/
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Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 
 

 

 

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin 

County. After college, she worked for several California law enforcement 

agencies. She retired after 35 years and uses her experience to write thrillers 

based on the rich and textured life of the people behind the badge. Read more at 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com. 

 

 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 

County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 

to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 

appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Also Deborah blogs for animal 

welfare and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 

you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-mail 

address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 

interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 

cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 

experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 

highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com 

 

 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com/
http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

 

If you did not attend the meeting last month, 

you missed a spirited discussion between Buzzy 

Martin and Robbi Sommers Bryant, with Michelle 

Wing moderating, on traditional publishing versus 

self-publishing.  For me, personally, it was very  

informative to hear from two authors who have 

tried both types of publishing. However, the most 

inspiring lesson I took from this meeting was that 

no matter what publishing path you take, you must 

believe in yourself.   

Speaking of believing in yourself, there are 

plenty of venues to raise your writing self-

confidence. The fiction contest is now open with 

the poetry contest launching next month. The 

poetry anthology is now open for submissions. 

Every month there are open mics, and those who 

will be published in the anthology edited by John 

Abbot will have the opportunity to read at the 

launch party in August.  April 26, 2014 is the 

Redwood Writers Conference, and to find other 

literary events can be found at 

http://socolitupdate.com/. 

 Finally, I want to remind us all that the 

backbone of the club is the many volunteers who 

devote their time to keeping the club 250 plus 

strong.  At the end the newsletter is a must-read 

"Thank You" publication by Lind Loveland Reid. 

Be sure to read it because your name just could be 

in there.  

In the meantime, write away and write on!  
 

 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Jeanne Miller 

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less. All 

pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 

include a picture.  

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 

grammar prior to submission.  

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related. Please note we no longer publish 

members’ private fee-based events. We also do 

not have the room to publish announcements for 

members’ parties. Please include your picture and 

details and a text copy about your writing class or 

event.  

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 

the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Osha, Jeanne, Juanita, and 

Mona for all your hard work on The 

Redwood Writer!  

http://socolitupdate.com/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


Robbi Sommers Bryant, Dream

Martha Adelle Dunlop, I Was There...When

Author Launch
Sunday, July 14

2-5 p.m.
All guests attend free.

Author Launch this year is      
being held in a new, longer format,       
allowing more writers to take part. 
There will be a break in the day’s 
event. Members are charged the 
usual meeting rate of $5, but all 
guests are admitted free! 

Listen to snippets from a host of 
good books, pick up some great 
new reads, and join all of us in 
celebrating our writers’ publication 
successes!

Flamingo Conference
 & Resort Spa
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(707) 545-8530
www.redwoodwriters.org



Jo Lauer, Best Laid Plans: A Cozy Mystery

Jeanne Jusaitis, Lilah Dill & the Magic Kit

Linda Loveland Reid, Something in Stone

Helena Sedwick, Coyote Winds

Mary Ames Mitchell, 
The Search for My Abandoned Grandmother

Joan Martin, Little Bear Learns to Fly

Harry Reid, The Concert: The Diary of 
Frederigo Alfieri

Arlene Miller, 
Trashy Novel: Four College Girls on a Path

Redwood Writers is one of 18 branches of the California Writers Club, currently its largest branch with 
over 250 members. The CWC, founded in 1909, is a statewide nonprofit organization dedicated to educa-
ting both members and the public in the craft of writing and in the marketing of their work, through public 
meetings, workshops and conferences. It is a professional writers club open to writers of all genres. For 
more information about Redwood Writers, its activities, and how to join, go to www.redwoodwriters.org.

Flyer Design by Michelle Wing



Redwood Writers 
2013 Contests

‘Who Are You?’ 
Memoir Contest
Kick Off: April 2013 Meeting
Deadline to Submit: June 1, 2013
Awards at Aug. 11, 2013 Meeting

‘Color Your World’
Fiction Contest
Kick Off: May 2013 Meeting
Deadline to Submit: Aug. 5, 2013
Awards at Oct. 13, 2013 Meeting

‘The Light Inside’
Poetry Contest
Kick Off: August 2013 Meeting
Deadline to Submit: Nov. 15, 2013
Awards at Jan. 12, 2014 Meeting

Playwriting Contest
Kick Off: September 2013 Meeting
Deadline to Submit: Dec. 15, 2013
Awards at Feb. 9, 2014 Meeting
(Winning plays to be produced two 
weekends in May 2014.)

Contest Coordinator Linda Loveland Reid

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org for contest details.
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The Short & Long of It  
New Play Fest

and PRESENT

Get the details!
To purchase tickets and for more 

information, visit our website at 
www.6thstreetplayhouse.com or 

call Box Office at (707) 523-4185 ext. 1.

The Bucket by Jack Fender
Crossroads by Darrell Grisham

Starbucks on Broadway by Scott Lummer
The Art of  the Matter by Lynn Millar

Intervention by Kay Mehl Miller
Open House by Tony Sciullo

Hot Water by Jean Wong

Festivities of  the Fest!

(Clockwise from left) Lynn Millar, Tony Sciullo, Darrell Grisham, 
Scott Lummer, Jean Wong, Kay Mehl Miller. (Jack Fender not 
pictured)

• Full production of the 10-Minute Plays! 7 playwrights, 7 
plays, 6 directors and 10 actors bring you this year’s delectable 
offerings. June 27-30* (Cost: $18)
• Staged Readings: Full-length plays written by the judges of 
this year’s 10-Minute Play Contest. (See reverse side for more 
info.) June 2, June 9 & July 21 (Donations accepted)
• The 10-Minute Play — Taking It To the Next Level: Join 
internationally produced playwright and founding writer with Play-
Ground Garret Jon Groenveld in a two-hour workshop exploring 
the ins and outs of the 10-Minute Play. We’ll look at strategies 
to push your 10-Minute Play to the next level, delving into tech-
niques that innovate with structure, character & dialogue. Stretch 
your writing muscles with in-class exercises & a follow-up discus-
sion of what to do with the play once you’ve written it. June 29 @ 
11 a.m. (Cost: $10)
• Audience Favorite: Cast your vote! You the audience will 
have the opportunity to vote for your favorite play; the winning 
playwright, director and cast will be awarded during the final event 
of the Fest. Award presented June 30 at Meet the Playwright. 
(Free Event!)
• Meet the Playwrights, Q & A: Following the final perfor-
mance of the 10-Minute Plays, the playwrights will participate in 
an audience Q&A. June 30 @ 4:30 p.m. (Free event!)

*For showtimes, please check the website at www.6thstreetplayhouse.com.

The 10-Minute Plays

Recipient of 
Sonoma County Grant

Festival Director Lennie Dean



Under Pegasus: the Edge of Love  June 2, 2013 @ 2 p.m.
A new play by David Beckman
Directed by David Lear
In New York’s Grand Central Terminal, Jack, a single, well-heeled New York advertising man encounters a homeless woman playing 
a flute for handouts. She’s Emily, Jack’s long-lost ex-wife, once a brilliant flute soloist, now hallucinatory and deeply wounded. Thus 
two worlds collide — the successful and the discarded, the haves and have-nots. Above them on the station’s ceiling the constel-
lation Pegasus supplies a mythological bridge that brings them together again. A play of ambition, memory, loss and redemption.

Empty Nesters by Garret Jon Groenveld  June 9, 2013 @ 2 p.m.
Directed by Craig Miller
A middle-aged couple sets off on a sight-seeing adventure to mark their last child leaving the nest. 
But can you ever really go home again?

Reporter Girl by Laura Rohrman  July 21, 2013 @ 2 p.m.
Directed by Bronwen Shears
This full-length play by Laura Rohrman is about cartoonist Dale Messick, who created the famous cartoon strip Brenda Starr Report-
er in 1940. The play weaves together a narrative that spans four decades and includes family history, actual cartoon strip plotlines 
and characters, and most important of all — fantasy—to create a portrait of an artist as a creator and woman. Reporter Girl has 
been a Weissberger Award nominee, a Princess Grace and O’Neill Finalist among other awards. Laura Rohrman, the playwright, is 
the maternal granddaughter of Dale Messick.

Laura “Noni” Rohrman
Laura “Noni” Rohrman’s playwriting credits include: Reporter Girl, a finalist for multiple awards 
among them The O’Neill Festival, The Weissberger Award and The Princess Grace Fellowship, 
and My Life As You, a 2006 Playwrights First finalist. Her short plays have been finalists for the 
Samuel French short play festival and have had multiple productions in NYC and abroad. Laura 
studied playwriting at The New School for Drama’s MFA program in New York City. 
www.laurarohrman.com

David Beckman
David studied acting at the Lee Strasberg School and playwrit-
ing at New York’s Circle in the Square Theatre, and toured with 
the National Shakespeare Company. Becoming Walt Whitman 
was produced in 2010 at Santa Rosa’s Sixth Street Playhouse. 
His short plays have appeared at the Beast Festival in New York, 
the Pegasus Theatre Company’s Tapas Short Play Festival in Rio 
Nido and Actors’ Theatre of Santa Cruz. He adapted Under Pega-
sus from his novel of the same title.

Garret Jon Groenveld
Garret Jon Groenveld is a founding writer with PlayGround 
and PlayGround Resident Playwright. His play, The Humming-
birds, won the Internationalist Global Playwriting competition 
and is receiving productions in Bucharest, Romania, Mexi-
co City, Mexico and Zaragoza, Spain, with a final reading in 
April in Zoetermeer, the Netherlands. He is the screenwriter 
for The Secret Life of a Hotel Room, featured in the second 
PlayGround Film Festival.

Readings take place at 6th Street Playhouse in the Studio Theatre,
followed by a talk back with the playwright.

For more information, go to the our website at www.6thstreetplayhouse.com/home/

and PRESENT

The Short & Long of It  
New Play Fest

Staged Readings Series

Cost:
Donations
accepted.



And the Beats Go On...
Call for Submissions
Come be a part of the Inaugural issue of 
the Redwood Writers Poetry Anthology

Theme:
Respond to the Beat poets either directly or use their legacy as your 
jumping off point. A few categories for inspiration:

On the Road
 Tribute to Jack Kerouac 
 (travel poems, journal poems, adventure poems)
Howling
 Tribute to Allen Ginsberg 
 (social commentary, internal poems)
Imagination
 Tribute to Diane di Prima (fantasy)
Rip Rap
 Tribute to Gary Snyder 
 (scenic poems, response to nature poems, tribute to 
 California landscape and place)
The Dharma Bums
 Tribute to Zen lunatics (haiku, tanka)
City Lights
 Tribute to Lawrence Ferlinghetti 
 (urban grit, tributes to California cities)

As always, these are 
suggestions. You are not 
required to submit poems 
specifically to the Beat 
theme — surprise us!

Guidelines:
Deadline for submissions is Sept. 1, 2013.

• Poets must be members in good standing of  Redwood Writers.
• Each poet can submit up to  5 poems – up to 3 may be accepted for publication
• All poems must be submitted through the Redwood Writers Web site
• Up to three qualifying poems per poet may be published
• Please include a 50 word biography at the time of submission

• Only previously unpublished poems will be accepted. Once published in the Anthology rights will revert back to the poet, but 
please mention the Anthology if you subsequently re-publish the work. Poets will receive the usual immortality that comes with 
appearing in print. The editor and editorial team and Redwood Writers reserves the right to quote your included poem(s) in the 
service of promoting both the anthology in general and you in particular. This will include blog posts, podcasts, readings, PR 
announcements and anything else we can do to create interest and buzz in the book.  

• We are looking for poems no longer than 50 lines maximum
• All poems must be submitted by Sept. 1, 2013 for consideration.
• Poets will be notified in December 2013.
 • The anthology will be published in April in time for the Poetry Breakfast April 26, 2014 at the Redwood Writers Conference.
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Thank you Linda L Reid for developing 

our Play Contest and Festival. In our 3rd 

year now and working with 6th Street 

Playhouse, the festival has garnered RW  

great community-wide publicity!  

 

Also, this is a serious fundraiser for club.  

 Get tickets now for June 27 to 30th! 

 

 

                           

 

Prez Robbi and Jim Marsh at last 

year’s Book Festival. 

 

Membership… 

Skye Blaine is taking over from 

Julie Winrich who has served on 

Board for 3, has also been  

Treasurer and Membership Chair 

and Registration Chair…and she 

lives in Kelseyville!  A huge hug, 

Julie! Also thanks to Sharon 

Hamilton as Treasurer Amin. 

 

Nominating Committee... 

What a job well done! Thanks 

Jeanne Jusaitis for serving again 

this year as chair. Her team 

members are Linda Reid, Robin 

Moore, and Robbi S Bryant. 

 

Newsletter Editor in Chief Susan 

Littlefield puts out a terrific 

monthly rag with all the news. 

Copy Editors are Jeanne Miller 

and Mona Mechling. Acquisition 

and Poetry is Juanita Martin. 

 

Redwood Writers Volunteers - Thank YOU! 
June 2013 

 

 

 

 

There are so many volunteers it is hard to find the room 

to list everyone, but we are determined! Last year alone, 

there were over 55 members who worked on some 

project or event. Many of these people did more than 

one thing. It’s a ton of time…and love! 

 

Board of Directors as of June 2013: 

President = Robbi Sommers Bryant 

Vice Presidents = Sandy Baker and Amanda McTigue 

Secretary = Malena Eljumaily 

Treasurer  =  Karen McAuliffe 

Other Board Members - Jeane Slone, Linda Reid, Susan 

Littlefield, David Ramirez, Michelle Wing, Skye Blaine, 

Kent Sorensen 

 

Our PR Director, Michelle Wing, has done a fabulous job! 

Every flyer or press release that you see (and lots more you 

don’t see) was designed by Michelle who also tends to 

printing needs.  We love you, Michelle!  

Leaving the Board ....Thonie Hevron who served as 

Secretary for 2 years.  Her parting words?   “I’ll be 

back!” Now that’s spirit! 

Special thanks to Elaine Webster for leading the club as 

President from June 2012 to February 2013. She will 

continue in role as CWC & NorCal representative. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What a club!  
 

What fabulous Members! 



Book Festival… 

Robbi chaired last year with Linda Reid.  

Ana Manwaring chaired the Reading Circle for 2 years.  

This year, David Ramirez picks up the lead. And, new 

this year at Festival, will be The Redwood Academy, 

chaired by Amanda McTigue.  
 

Website…big thanks to Web Editor Kate Farrell, who  

has guided our cutting-edge website since 2009. Robbi  

is assisting. Thank you for keeping this important arm 

of our success in tip-top shape. Big Job for two of our 

most active and capable members! Julie Winrich will 

serve as Web Assistant Admn. 

 

Member in the Spotlight. Osha Hayden has headed this 

up for 2 years and the interviews and articles are always 

a terrific way to get to better know a member.  

 

Author Launch…Jeane Slone has chaired this event 

twice before and now next month at our July event  

when 18 members will launch their new books. Jeane 

also founded Dine With Authors.  

 

Jonathan Hayden is our photo guy who takes all those 

great pics and posts them on Flickr for all of us to enjoy! 

 

Thank you Al King for donating wine from your Gold 

Award winning winery to grace our Play Festival 

Opening 
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        Writers Conference 

           April 26, 2014. 

 

Are we lucky to have Sandy Baker 

and Thonie Hevron as Co –Chairs  

of our 2014 Conference on April 26. 

Sandy also headed up the 2012  

event.  With Sandy and Thonie, 

here’s the rest  of the Team… 

Robert Digitale, Jan Boddie, 

Jonathan Hayden, Blake Webster, 

Linda Reid, Charles Markee, Brenda 

Bellinger, Robbi Sommers Bryant, 

Helen Sedwick, Kent Sorensen, 

Michelle Wing.                 

                 They rock! 

 

 

 
Registration Team… 

Chair Sandy Baker works with a 

great team to get everyone into 

each meeting with grace, 

friendliness and efficiency. Now 

Leanne Smith is taking the chair. 

Team members are… 

Sher Gamard, Mona Mechling, 

Kathryn  Miller, Julie Henig,  

Julie  Winrich, Farrell Winter,  

Elspeth Benton, Al King,  

Marilyn Wolters, Amanda  

McTigue, Jan Boddie,  

Lilith Rogers, Nancy Gallop,  

Mary Mitchell, Elaine Maikovska, 

and Mariel Green 
. 

 

Author Support Group…this is 

overseen by  Thonie Hevron.  

Thank you to  Amber Starfire and 

the current moderator, Deborah 

Taylor-French for leading this 

growing group! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthology Launch Party 2013  

Kate Farrell, Jeanne Jusaitis, Sandy Baker, Susanna Solomon  

 

 



Play Festival – June 27 to 30 – Tickets 707-523-4185 

Anthology Launch Party at Reid’s – August 25  

Book Festival – Sept 21, 2013  10am to 4pm at SRJC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Redwood Writer Anthology – This 7th year’s  Editor is 

John Abbot and his editorial team members are Michelle 

Wing, Marlene Cullen, Robbi Bryant, and Karen 

Batchelor. There were 120 submissions and they read 

everyone!  Assistant editors are Jean Wong, Jan Ogren, 

Jeanne Jusaitis and Lenore Hirsch. Linda Reid is board 

Liaison and support. 

 

Launch Party for Anthology will be on August 25 chaired 

by Ana Manwaring.  Also, thank you Julie Henig for 

chairing this fun event for 2 years, and, to Harry and 

Linda Reid for loan of their lovely garden.  

 

And here’s more great news!  

This year Redwood Writers will begin publishing a  

Poetry Anthology, with over 140 poems by members. 

Editor is Catharine Bramkamp, an author of many books. 

Catharine’s Team  - Linda Reid, Michelle Wing, Pamela 

Taeuffer, Carl Sutterela, and Juanita Martin. 

 

Contests…each year Redwood offers 4 contests. 

Linda Reid has served as overall Contest Coordinator  

for 3 years. Following are contest chairs for 2013,  

bringing us interesting themes and judges… 

Short Play Contest - Linda Reid 

Memoir Contest – Malena Eljumaily 

Fiction Contest – Marian Lindner 

Poetry Contest – Marie Millard 

Also, thanks to 2012 Contest Chairs: Ann Wilcox, Debra 

Taylor-French, Natasha Carter-Yim. 

        

Workshops (The Redwood Academy) are important to 

members as the educational arm of the club. We thank  

the presenters who made this year an exciting offering: 

Amanda McTigue, Robbi Sommers Bryant, Ana 

Manwaring, Blake Webster, and Amber Starfire. 

 

Critique Groups – Marie Judson coordinates members 

looking to form a critique group. Email Marie for help. 

 

Ann Philipp has set up Goodreads for all our member’s 

books. Thanks Ann! 

 

We loved your food! Thanks to Heidi Sue Roth and 

husband David  for providing yummies at meetings. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Open Mic at So Co Coffee...Robin 

Moore, Abby Bogomolny, past 

board members, and Farrell 

Winter keep this event popping 

with great readings by members 

and guests. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Speaker Chair –  

Linda McCabe has lined up great speakers for 

over 4 years. We are mighty grateful! 

Linda is Past President of club. 

 

Social Media Editor. ..thank you Frances 

Caballo, past board member, for putting RW  

on the media map! Congratulations to Natalie 

Moon-Wainwright, our new Editor who is 

already in the grove. Natalie has also been 

eCalendar Editor for 2 years. 

 

Redwood Salon is chaired by Sher Gamard,  

a much loved event that is attended by  

devoted readers. 

 

Redwood Library Open Mic is chaired by  

Tami Casias where readings by both members 

and the public are heard. Great fun! 

“writers helping writers” 
 

 

 

 

 

COMPANY NAME HERE 
Street Address 

Suite 555 

City, State 55555 

 

 
 

RW   Retreat…(pics) held every June and 

chaired by President, is a hugely 

important event, attended this year by 

30 members who chewed over what the 

club has done and will do. Thanks to 

President Robbi and moderator Pam 

Fender, and to scribes Thonie Hevron 

and Julie Winrich. Also, to Linda Reid 

for  studio space. 

 

   That’s all folks, except, it’s just the 

beginning of another great year!   

          Thank you!!  Thank you!! 

 

 

 

Open Mic at SoCo Coffee has been a 

favorite of many members for the past  

2 years. We owe it all to Emcees -  

Robin Moore, Farrell Winter and  

Abby Bogomolny 

 

Every 4th Saturday 2-4pm 
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