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NOVEMBER 11, 2012 SPEAKER 
 

Bonnie Lee 
 

 

It’s All About the Benjamins: 

Taxes 101 for Writers 
 
 

Join Bonnie Lee as she brings comedy to 

the topic of taxes for writers. Taxes can be 

boring, yes…especially for artistic types who 

prefer to deal with word play rather than dollar 

signs. Do you want to keep more money in your 

pocket? Lee will teach you legitimate ways to 

do so. You will be informed and delighted by 

this entertaining presentation. 

Bonnie Lee is an Enrolled Agent admitted 

to practice and representing taxpayers in all fifty 

states at all levels within the Internal Revenue 

Service.  She is the author of Taxpertise: The 

Complete Book of Dirty Little Secrets and Tax 

Deductions for Small Business that the IRS 

Doesn’t Want You to Know. You can find out 

more about Bonnie at her websites  

www.taxpertise.com. You can also live stream 

her radio show on Tuesdays at 1 p.m. Pacific 

Standard Time at www.sonomasunfm.com. 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE   

2 Vice-President’s Message by Sandy 

Baker  

3 Member in the Spotlight by Christina 

Julian  

4 Point of View: Third Person by Karen 

Batchelor  

5 Poetry Place by Juanita Martin 

6 Improve your Web Presence by Blake 

Webster 

7 Art & Poetry of Domestic Violence 

Survivors by Michelle Wing  

8 Breaking News  

9-13  Announcements  

12 Did You Know by Thonie Hevron 

14 Submission Guidelines and Meeting 

Info 

14 The Narrator’s Tale RWC Workshop  

15 Editor’s Corner, What Say You? 
 

 
 

 

Date:   November 3, 2012  

Time:  1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  

Place:  Rohnert Park Library, 6250 Conde Way, 

Rohnert Park, CA 94928.  (707) 584-9121 
 

Sign up by e-mailing omr@redwoodwriters.org. Early 

sign-ups are appreciated, and are scheduled on a first 

come, first served basis. Reading time limited to 5 

minutes.  

http://www.taxpertise.com/
http://www.sonomasunfm.com/
mailto:omr@redwoodwriters.org
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            VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
  

               The Redwood Writers Buffet 

              By Sandy Baker, Vice President 
 

  

 

 

Think of Redwood Writers as an all-you-can-eat buffet, a feast with a staggering number 

of choices. What to do, what to try? Some items look totally unfamiliar. Maybe even 

intimidating or scary. Do you take a small helping of each dish? Or, do you survey the 

offerings and savor just what appeals?  Do you stick to your favorites, the same   ole’ ones 

you always choose?  Do you become adventuresome and try new dishes?  Or, do you just 

leave, sampling nothing?  

I began thinking of the buffet relative to our members, especially our newer members or 

those who just can’t seem to figure out what we have to offer. We have many who test 

everything at the Redwood Writers Buffet: monthly meetings, workshops, conferences, 

writing contests, book launches, book and play fests, critique groups, pre-meeting Author 

Support group, open mics, salons, odd month readings, eScrip, anthology submissions, and 

positions of leadership. What an array for the creative palate. 

If you sample all that’s offered all the time, you might get full. Some members diet and 

choose the offerings they like best, the ones that are most helpful, perhaps a combination of 

monthly meetings, workshops, and critique meetings. Some are more outgoing or want to 

prevail over their panic of public performance; they select salons, OMRs, support group, a 

committee head.  

Others are competitive risk-takers; they enter every contest offered, putting their work 

out there to be judged. The reward is in the doing, a tasty treat in itself. And upon reading the 

winning pieces, they say, “Ah, that’s good, I get it, I want more,” and undiscouraged, come 

back. For $5, $6, $8—it’s not an expensive way to test one’s writing, to throw one’s work 

onto the desk of the professional judges, to be judged against one’s peers. To endure, to 

never give up, to improve each time. 

On the other hand, we’ve had a few members who have turned their nose up at the 

smorgasbord and gone hungry. “There’s nothing here for me,” they say. “I don’t like what’s 

offered.” “I’ve seen this all, anyway.” 

What I say is: “You haven’t surveyed the entire buffet. Try something else. There’s 

always something new. Help yourself and take a risk. Ask someone what is available. Tell 

me what you like or need, and I’ll make suggestions.” 

We are, after all, writers helping writers. Not that we offer everything for everyone. The 

Redwood Writers’ Buffet is tantalizing, delectable, filled to overflowing with tempting treats 

that ought to appeal to just about any taste. The Buffet is open 24 hours a day at 

www.redwoodwriters.org. Try it. You will like it. Do not walk away hungry. 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Ana Manwaring  
 

 
By Christina Julian 

 

For Ana Manwaring, writing has always been a 

way of life. When asked why she writes, “I can’t 

imagine doing anything else. I write because I have 

some kind of urge that I can’t ignore. If I do ignore 

it I feel ragged around the edges.” Writing makes up 

many parts of Ana’s life, whether she is teaching at 

Napa Valley College, writing the next chapter in her 

narco-thriller, The Hydra Effect Book 2: Coyoacan, 

or penning her monthly column for the Petaluma 

Post, wordsmithing sits at the core.  

Regardless of the medium or genre, fiction or 

non-fiction, Ana draws from personal experiences. 

“For my column I’m learning about Petaluma by 

having an experience and writing about that. It’s 

more personal essay than from a news standpoint.” 

For her novel she draws from her days in Mexico 

where she lived for three years. Ana describes the 

premise, “When a surprise vacation to Mexico 

materializes into the form of a case, JadeAnne Stone 

finds out that Mexico is not all sunsets and 

margaritas, and not all missing wives want to be 

found. Abducted from a lonely highway, JadeAnne 

and her attack trained German shepherd are 

ensnared in a web of violence and intrigue.”  

When asked about how she conquers writer’s 

block, “It may sound odd, but I wrote a little prayer, 

to align myself with the universe and to start getting 

ideas and words flowing. If I’m really stuck I read 

my prayer, it works every time. It’s my talisman, 

my magic. I don’t know how it works, but it does.” 

She also rips inspiration straight from the headlines.  

 

 

 

 

 

“I like to read collected news. I’m always reading 

about drug cartels, political commentary and 

incidents that occur. I find random things in the 

newspaper that strike me.” If she butts up against a 

killer stumbling block she just can’t tackle, she 

likes to sleep on it. “Things come out of my 

dreams, I go to sleep thinking I need to write about 

something, and when I wake up I have an idea.”  

Enthralled with everyday life, Ana is at work 

on a memoir, entitled Saints and Skeletons, which 

she expects to have completed within the next four 

months. It chronicles her journey to the “epiphany 

moment,” as a result of her time living in Mexico.   

Her words of wisdom for other writers, “I’d 

have to say, sit down and write. Writing is like any 

other activity, the more you do it the better you 

get.” Ana was recently invited to lead the upcoming 

Redwood Writers workshop on point of view which 

she is thrilled about because, “It’s one of the most 

important parts of writing, and one of the most 

difficult, so I’m getting to understand it deeply and 

getting to help others understand it also.” The 

course will be held at the Flamingo Hotel, 

November 17, 9:30-1:30. You can learn more about 

Ana’s thoughts on point of view and other topics at 

anaelectures.wordpress.com and at her website   

Anamanwaring.com. 
 

 

Something gets stirred in me that wants to be 

expressed, especially at the ocean. The words 

flow magically out of me. I've learned words 

are messages, so in my writing, I have 

messages to offer, healing messages; to 

children in my children's books, and to adults 

in my poems. So I write to serve, to offer, to 

heal. - Dianna Grayer 
 

I’m re-reading naturalist Gerald Durrell’s 

delightful, My Family and Other Animals, 

about his eccentric family’s pre-war years on 

Corfu, and their interactions with its exotic 

flora, fauna and idiosyncratic islanders. I long 

to meet his “Rose-Beetle Man,” bathe in 

“kingfisher blue” seas, craft lush descriptions 

like “tea-cakes squatting on cushions of 

cream, toast in melting shawl of butter.” - 

Jennie Frost Butler 
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Suggestion: The best advice I ever received on 

maintaining point of view is that a third person 

character can only narrate what he sees, feels, or 

knows by some other means about others. 

Tom could probably tell by looking that Sally 

is tired. But how does he know what she is 

thinking?  

This head-hopping, can be confusing. 

When a shift is pointed out to new writers, they 

often think that they are using omniscient point-of-

view, where a “know-all” narrator, like a god, sees 

and hears all, recites the thoughts and feelings of all 

the characters. The omniscient narrator can be 

effective but was more common in the nineteenth 

century.   

Challenge: Identify the shifts in point of view: 

John waited for the pitch, expecting a fast ball. 

The pitcher wound up and let go of the ball. He was 

aiming outside, but he was pretty sure John would 

swing at it. And he did. Disgusted with himself, 

John tossed the bat. 
 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go 

through our website Redwoodwriters.org. To go to the 

online mall with many major merchants such as 

Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, 

Toys R Us, and other stores:  

 

 Scroll down on the left column and click on 

the eScrip on-line mall link 

 Click the "Add" button at the top right, then 

click the "Next" button 

 Click the orange "Shop Now" button on the 

left 

 

You don't have to be a registered eScrip user 
and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order 

from 1,000 name brand merchants without any 

additional cost on your part. 
 

 

 

Point of view refers to the character through 

which the reader experiences the story. Among the 

many decisions a writer makes is who should tell 

this story and whether that character should be I or 

he. 

 First person and third person narration are 

the two most common forms of story-telling, and 

there are positive and negative factors in each 

decision. This month we look more closely at third 

person—a benefit, a caution and a suggestion.    

 Benefit:  Although first person gives us a 

personal view of the story, the narrator can, and 

often does tell the reader how the character felt as 

well as what she did. Third person narration offers a 

greater distance from the action, which can be a 

good thing.   

Third person: Jerry towered over his opponent, 

face contorted, eyes wide, fist raised. 

The reader observes the action and recognizes 

the emotions of this character. The I character often 

begs to tell (instead of show) how the character 

feels.  

First person: I was furious. Anger spurred me 

on. I raised my fist at my opponent’s remarks. 

The author must choose whether to be directly 

involved in the action or take a step back. In the 

examples above, the first person urges the reader to 

sympathize with Jerry. Third person makes us 

observers of his actions. 

Caution: Third person narration opens the 

possibility of shifting points of view, but practice 

makes us better at sticking to one viewpoint. 

Example:  Tom looked at his wife’s face. Sally 

was tired, disappointed and unhappy. She wondered 

when she would have the courage to leave. Tom was 

afraid she would. 

The writer has shifted from Tom’s to Sally’s 

point of view. 

 
 

Point of View: 

Third Person 

 

Part of an occasional 

discussion on writing 

fiction 

 

Karen Batchelor 
 

Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories, 

essays and professional articles. She is co-author of eight 

textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View College 

was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006. Her work has 

appeared in Sanskrit, The Contemporary West, Diverse 

Voices Quarterly, Career Education, Wide Open, CWC 

Literary Review, and other literary journals. She won an 

Honorable Mention in a Writers Digest Contest, and was a 

finalist in a Glimmer Train contest in 2008. She also won 

two online contests with wordsfordollars. 
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the 

newsletter.  Each month a poem or two will 

be selected to be printed in the newsletter. 

Poems will be chosen based on the space 

available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 

point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems 

work best. Send poems as a Word document 

and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions 

Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 of 

the month to be included in the following 

month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Affected 
—Dianna L. Grayer    

 

The pain. 

I feel it when you talk. 

I feel it when you don't. 

I see it when your smile is half of what it used to 

be. 

 

I can see it in your body- how it slouches. 

Before, you stood proud, 

Towering like a beautiful redwood. 

 

I can feel your aura- how it drifts. 

How it's detached from soul, spirit. 

How it leaves me concerned. 

Worried. 

Affected.  

 

My eyes fill with tears. 

My heart saddens when I see you this way. 

To know the weight you carry. 

To know you live in pain. 

 

How I want to take it all away, 

And make it better. 

So you can experience some 

Peace, Joy, Happiness. 

 

What happened to you?  

What's taken you away? 

What's preventing you from showing up? 

Blossoming? Offering your gifts to us? 

To the world? 

 

Come back. 

Fight back. 

Don't let the darkness swallow you up. 

Claim your place. 

The world needs you. 
 

The Sky 
—Mark Pavlichek 

 

A vast more ancient than first man’s eyes 

that shone beneath our strong ridged brow 

mirroring early celestial light 

as from the mouths of caves we saw 

 

the seasons’ in their mythic arc  

that launched our minds to infinite flight. 

We soared out of our earth bound lives 

and in that birthing place of dreams 

 

we put our heroes, gods and souls 

an Olympus of imagining. 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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image of a person (no pets, scenery, etc.) This 

image will turn up on the left side of search results  

that reference your website. In the About section of 

your profile settings, fill in as much information as 

possible. Towards the bottom of that section is an 

area labeled Contributor to where you will enter 

your website(s). 

After you have everything set up in your 

Google+ account, add a Rich Snippet code to your 

website. You can find a tutorial for adding the code 

at the following address: 

http://www.swellpath.com/2012/04/author-

rich-snippets-google/#tutorial 

If you have a WordPress site, you can use a 

plugin that will create the code for you. I use a 

plugin called WP Social SEO Booster that sells for 

around $10.00. You can learn more at the following 

address: 

http://www.wpsocial.com/plugins/wpsocial-

seo-booster/. This plugin will also add rich snippet 

coding connecting your Facebook and Twitter 

accounts. 

Put up new content on a regular basis to 

establish authority in your niche. Google will start 

picking up your new content and within days you 

should see your profile image appearing next to 

your listing in the search results. There is no 

guarantee that the image will appear, but most 

likely it will. Add new content to your Google+ 

page and increase your Google+ presence by 

developing circles and following other Google+ 

users. 

This is one more way for writers to promote 

their titles by referencing their websites, their 

Amazon listing, or wherever their book is 

promoted. 

  

 

 

 

Improve Your Web 

Presence by Developing 

Author Rank  

 

By Blake Webster  

Blake Webster is a web developer, web publisher, SEO 

consultant, internet marketer, published author, CreateSpace 

and Kindle developer. Blake and Frances Caballo are 

offering a new workshop entitled Starting Out Right with 

LinkedIn & WordPress on December 1, 2012 at the Best 

Western Plus in Santa Rosa. Details and signup info at:  

http://socialwebmediatraining.com/workshop-dates/ For 

more information on web development and further 

workshops visit www.mediadesignservices.com. Blake can 

be reached at blake@mediadesign-mds.com or by calling 

707-836-8389. 

 

 

 Improve Your Google Position by Developing 

Author Rank 
 

One of the primary factors in determining 

positioning in Google search results has always 

been PageRank. 

PageRank is an algorithm developed and 

named after Larry Page, one of the co-founders of 

Google. PageRank is a trademark of Google, but the 

patent has always been held by Stanford University. 

The patent is due to expire in 2017. 

In 2005 Google filed a patent for “Agent 

Rank.” The patent suggests that more popular 

agents might have their content rank higher in 

search results than content coming from less 

authoritative sources. 

Google wasn’t able to do much with the 

concept because they had no way of identifying 

agents back in 2005, but the idea remained a goal 

for Google. In 2011 Google filed a continuation 

patent that mentioned a “portable identity 

platform.” This, and the creation of Google 

Authorship now make it easier for Google to 

connect and rank content and Google+ profiles 

We started hearing the term AuthorRank earlier 

this year and how it could pass along information to 

PageRank, allowing Google to identify higher 

quality content and rank it accordingly. 

It’s not a question of if Google will launch 

AuthorRank, but when. 

People concerned about having their websites 

rank high in an organic search on Google need to 

prepare for AuthorRank. Google would like 

Google+ to become a hub for all content and its 

relationship with other social media platforms. 

 

Setting up your Google Authorship 

 

First you will need to set up a Google+ 

account. Be certain to upload a quality profile  
 

http://www.swellpath.com/2012/04/author-rich-snippets-google/#tutorial
http://www.swellpath.com/2012/04/author-rich-snippets-google/#tutorial
http://www.wpsocial.com/plugins/wpsocial-seo-booster/
http://www.wpsocial.com/plugins/wpsocial-seo-booster/
http://socialwebmediatraining.com/workshop-dates/
http://www.mediadesignservices.com/
mailto:blake@mediadesign-mds.com
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Jeb Stewart Harrison 

Nina Tepedino 

Betty Les 

Chuck Lucas 

Katy Pye  

 

The Art & Poetry of Domestic Violence Survivors 
By Michelle Wing 

 

A few months ago, I responded to a call for submissions to a show at the 

California Museum in Sacramento called “Creating Freedom: The Art & Poetry of 

Domestic Violence Survivors.” As you know, for the past three years, I have 

coordinated an event in October called “Changing Hurt to Hope: Writers Speak Out 

Against Domestic Violence” for the Sonoma County YWCA, our area domestic 

violence prevention organization. I passed on the call for submissions to all of our 

writers from the past two years, and several of them also submitted work. 

It was a juried show, with a grand opening on October 3, running through 

December 10. (October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.) Both of my 

poems, “Dreamwork” and “Art Therapy,” were accepted into the show. Three other 

“Hurt to Hope” alumni also had pieces accepted into the show, including Redwood 

Writers member Juanita Martin.  

The poetry judges were Bob Stanley, the Sacramento Poet Laureate, 2009-2012, 

professor of English at California State University, Sacramento; and Allegra Jostad 

Silberstein, first Poet Laureate of Davis, California, whose poems have been 

published in numerous journals and anthologies. 
 My poem, “Dreamwork,” received a first place prize. The prizes were announced at the gala reception 

on Wednesday, October 3, 2012. 

For displays of some of the art and details about the show, please visit the California Museum website 

at http://www.californiamuseum.org/creating-freedom,. I also took numerous pictures and posted them on 

my Facebook page. http://www.facebook.com/#!/michelle.wing.54. 
 

Upcoming Contests! 
 

Playwriting Contest for 10-Minute Short Plays:  
submission deadline February 1, 2013. Winning 

plays will be produced in coordination with the 6
th

 

Street Playhouse at the Third Annual Redwood 

Writers Play Festival June 28-30, 2013. 

Memoir Contest: submission deadline June 15, 

2013.  Awards at the August 2013 general 

membership meeting. 

Fiction Contest: submission deadline July 15, 

2013. Awards at the September 2013 general 

membership meeting. 

Poetry Contest:  submission deadline August 15, 

2013. Awards at the October 2013 general 

membership meeting. 

The Contest coordinator is Linda Loveland Reid. 

Contest awards, judges, and other details will be 

made available as the dates near on the Redwood 

Writers website at www.redwoodwriters.org. 

 

I write on the hope that I might be that voice in 

the dark that says, "You're not alone" to just one 

other female who feels as I did before the brave 

rose up inside me and rescued me from myself.- 

Patricia V. Davis 

How ‘bout: Why I Don’t Write? I don’t write the 

novel I want to write because I’m so busy writing 

other stuff – letters and web-site text and other 

assorted copy, pro-bono wouldn’t ‘cha know, for a 

local non-profit. An’ Tweets for myself, so fun! 

Note to self: Be brave, and selfish with your time. 

-Julie Henig 

 

http://www.californiamuseum.org/creating-freedom
http://www.facebook.com/#!/michelle.wing.54
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I am excited to announce my fifth Real Estate Diva Mystery, Trash Out is now in 

paperback and also available on Amazon for Kindle.  I am a big fan of the Dry Creek 

Valley, which is where the book takes place.  I began writing this book about two years 

ago and one of the sub plots follows Allison as she buys and re-models a new house in 

Claim Jump, California.  Please check out the book at the Amazon website:  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B009M83RXS   - Catharine Bramkamp 

 

I just released my debut book, Social Media Just for Writers: The Best Online Marketing 

Tips for Selling Your Books.  Designed for beginning to intermediate level users, this 

book covers the five big social media networks writers need to use, includes applications 

for social media and blogging, and it even offers great tips for offline promotion. If you 

want to sell more books, buy this one first! - Frances Caballo 

 

Not Your Mother’s Book…On Being a Stupid Kid has purchased two of my stories for this 

anthology, which deal with decisions kids made that “seemed like good ideas at the time.”  I 

wrote the lead story, “B.A.B,” about swimming au natural as well as the closing story, “Vaya 

Con Dios, Baby,” about driving on frozen ice in Michigan. The release date for the book is 

November 6, 2012.- John J. Lesjack. 

 

 

My short story "Not My Type?" was a winner in the Jive Writing Contest.  I read my story to 

a very appreciative audience at the Java Jive Party and Winner's Reading in Montgomery 

Village, as well as heard stories from four other winners and two honorable mentions. Each 

winner got a $25 Copperfield's gift certificate!  My story will also be published in the Java 

Jive Fall Literary Issue. –Jennie Butler 
 

 

 

Serendipitous meeting at the Sonoma County Book Festival!  After speaking with 

Bedazzled Ink about their company, I learned they were open to publishing my already 

self-published, The Beautiful Evil.  I grabbed a copy and was at their booth in the blink of 

an eye.  Bedazzled Ink has also agreed to pick up my novella, Dream. I now have a 

publisher! Robbi  Bryant 
 

 

 

My picture book biography Sacajawea of the Shoshone was just nominated for the 

American Library Association's Amelia Bloomer Project, and my ten-minute play, "Flavor 

of the Month" is one of 160 plays out of 750 submissions short-listed for the Short+Sweet 

Sydney's Ten Minute Theatre Festival. –Natasha Yim 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B009M83RXS
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Susanna Solomon will be present her work at Lip Service West on Friday, November 

9, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. at Pegasus Books, 2349 Shattuck in Berkeley.  Wine and cheese 

will be served.  

 

Susanna will also have a chance to present her unfinished book at the Harper Davis 

Book Launch on November 10, 0212 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  She will read with other 

authors at Book Passage Bookstore, 51 Tamal Vista Blvd, Corte Madera, California, 

This event is free and open to the public, ages 12 and up. For information on these 

   titles and authors, visit www.harperdavis.com. 
 

 

1
st
 Poet Laureate of the city of Fairfield, Juanita Martin, 

cordially invites you to attend her meet and greet for her 

book, The Lighthouse Beckons, a collection of poems.  This 

event will take place on Saturday, November 24, 2012, from 

1:30 -3:30 p.m. at Copperfield’s Books, 140 Kentucky Street, 

Petaluma, California.  Buy a book, get a free poster!  Books 

are in Petaluma store only.  

 
 

 

The wonderfully inspiring and creative members of the Redwood Writers tribe are 

cordially invited to the launch party for Laura McHale Holland's first flash fiction 

collection, The Ice Cream Vendor's Song. The event will be from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, November 3, 2012, at Linda and Harry Reid's studio, 1734 E. Cotati Ave., 

Penngrove, Calif. For directions or more details, please email Laura at 

lauramh@mac.com. Prepare to be mesmerized. 

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featuring David Ramirez 
 

Master of Ceremonies is Farrell Winter. 

 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Light salads, 

sandwiches, and snacks are available. Please support the 

SoCo Coffee venue with a purchase. Open Mic sign-ups start 

at 2:30 p.m. First come, first serve. Open Mic Limited to five 

min. per person. Contact:  Abby Bogomolny at 

ever3009@gmail.com or Robin Moore at 

rockridge6532@comcast.net  For details visit our website: 

http://redwoodwriters.org/. 

Date: November 24, 2012 

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Place: SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St,    

           Santa Rosa. 

http://www.harperdavis.com/
mailto:lauramh@mac.com
mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/
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Monday, November 12, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

The Sweet Death, fiction, James Ellison Wills 

The Strega and the Dreamer, fiction, Theresa C. Dintino 

Lipstick and the Leash, How to; non-fiction, Camilla Gray-Nelson 

Correct Me if I’m Wrong, non-fiction, Arlene Miller 

Poetry, Politics & Passion, memoir, Jennie Orvino 

 

 

 
Tuesday, November 27, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 

 

Redwood Writer’s presents: Vintage Voices 2012 

15 members will read a short piece from this delightful anthology 

Five authors will dine with the 

general public and read from their 

books Drop in or make reservations to 

sit with a particular author. 

info@jeaneslone.com 

 

There are still openings available to 

read at both venues from the 

anthology. Please email Mona at 

monamech@gmail.com or Jeane at 

info@jeaneslone.com.   
 

The Grace Hudson Sun House Museum, 431 South Main Street in Ukiah, will be hosting 

the Sacajawea of the Shoshone book launch on Saturday, November 10, 2012 at 1:30 

pm. Join us for a power point presentation of Sacajawea's story, a conversation about her 

amazing life and journey, and book signings by Natasha Yim and illustrator Albert 

Nguyen. 

Separating Fact from Fiction…or Do We? 

A Conversation and Writing Workshop with  

 Kay Mehl Miller, Ph.D. 

 
Date:  Thursday, November 15, 2012 

Time: 1:00-3:00 PM 

Place: Napa Valley College, Upper Valley Campus, 1088 College Ave. St. Helena 
 

Come to Ana Manwaring’s creative writing classroom for a conversation and writing workshop with non-

fiction author Kay Mehl Miller, Ph.D. Topics covered will be a description of memory as fiction, but a 

necessary fiction and an examination of the dance between fact and fiction using memory and input from 

other people, places and things. Come armed with your writing tools and some examples of your writing. 

Bring email correspondence between you and someone else that might provide material for a scene in a 

memoir or novel.   

 

This class is Free and Everyone is welcome! anamanwaring@gmail.com for more information. 
 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
mailto:monamech@gmail.com
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
mailto:anamanwaring@gmail.com
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Meet the New Muses Creativity Workshop 2013 
 
     When:   Saturday, January 19, 2013, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

     Cost:     Members: $25. Non-Members: $35.  

    Where:  Best Western Wine Country Inn, 870 Hopper Road, Santa Rosa 

    Instructor:  Robbi Sommers Bryant, author of The Beautiful Evil  

 

Break through writer’s blocks. Experience playful, practical tools. Join an environment of kindred spirits. 

Get past procrastination, resistance and perfection. Open new creative channels. Think outside the box. 

Practice valuable exercises. Ignite Creative Passions. Stomp out overwhelm. Have fun!  

Sponsored by Redwood Writers. Go to www.redwoodwriters.org/events/workshops/ for more info and to 

register. 
 

Robbi Sommers Bryant is a certified Modern Day Muse Facilitator. She is the author of five 

novels, five short story collections and one book of poetry. Having suffered through a 

devastating writer's block after the loss of her son, Robbi has since published The Beautiful 

Evil, winner of the BAIPA best genre fiction award, the LA Book Festival Honorary 

Mention and is currently a Kindle Book Review semi-finalist . Her newest novella, Dream, 

is scheduled for release in September 2012. 

 
 

Date:   November 15, 2012 

Time:  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Place:  Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 

Price:  $15 at the door 

Subject: “My Long, Slippery, Uphill-Both-Ways Path to Publication” 

 

Soon after Seré Prince Halverson earned her degree in journalism she realized that she didn't really want to 

report facts, she wanted to write fiction. Twenty-five years, two marriages, four kids, one career as a 

copywriter, two agents and three novels later, The Underside of Joy was finally published by Dutton. Seré 

will share what she learned along the way, including: How to keep writing when it seems like it's the last 

thing you should be doing; Parting ways with an unenthusiastic agent, (Otherwise known as: Your date for 

the prom should at least like your dress); The query letter that rose out of the slush pile; Carving out time 

for a writer's retreat; Never, never, never, never give up, and more.  

 

Seré Prince Halverson’s debut novel, The Underside of Joy, is set in Sonoma County and was published by 

Dutton in January 2012. It is being translated into eighteen languages. Kirkus Reviews says, “Halverson 

avoids sentimentality, aiming for higher ground in this lucid and graceful examination of the dangers and 

blessings of familial bonds” and People StyleWatch calls it “an exquisite debut...moving and hopeful.” 

Seré worked as an advertising copywriter and creative director for twenty years while she raised kids and 

wrote fiction. She lives in Sebastopol with her husband, Stan. To read more about Seré, please visit her 

website at www.sereprincehalverson.com. 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/events/
http://www.sereprincehalverson.com/
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AUTHOR SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 
 

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin County. After 

college, she worked for several California law enforcement agencies. She retired after 35 

years and uses her experience to write thrillers based on the rich and textured life of the 

people behind the badge. Read more at http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Amber Lea Starfire writes fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and is a 

freelance editor and a publisher. She has an M.A. from Stanford University in Design & 

Development of Educational Programs as well as a B.S. from University of San Francisco 

in Organizational Behavior. Her mission is to empower others to make meaning of their 

lives, achieve their creative and expressive potentials, and tell their stories, by helping 

them access their inner wisdom and creative power through the act of writing. Contact 

Amber at http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

Thonie Hevron 

 

Poets: ever at a loss for that perfect rhyming 

word to close your poem? Look no further 

than the Redwood Writers website! Go to the 

top task bar; under Writer Resources, and then 

go to the drop down menu. Find Poet's 

Resource  scroll through all the links to The 

Rhyme Zone and you'll find your special 

word! 

 

Contest-a-holics: Again, on the Redwood 

Writers website, go to the task bar under the 

banner. Look for Contests, and then scroll 

through for the Redwood Writer contest of 

your choice. Four contests are slated for 2013. 

Deadlines and award dates are also provided 

as well as the contest chair. 

Napa Writers Network 
Presents an Open Mic Reading 

 

Date:   Sunday, November 4, 2012 

Time:   2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Place:  Copperfield’s Bookstore, Bel Aire  

            Plaza, Napa 
 

Please share your Poetry, Fiction, Memoir, or 

Nonfiction for up to five minutes per reader. Sign 

in early for a turn at the mic.  For more 

information visit: www.napawritersnetwork.com 
 

 

Napa Writer’s Network 

 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com/
http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact
http://www.napawritersnetwork.com/
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Harper Davis Publishers Presents 

"Travel Through Literature" 
 

By Patricia V. Davis  

 

Date:   Saturday, November 10, 2012 

Time:  1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Place:  Book Passage, 51 Tamal Vista Blvd 

  Corte Madera, CA 
 

   Six Harper Davis authors will be reading from 

their works, ten copies of each of their books will 

be given away (first come, first serve, one book per 

customer) and there will be music and food from 

each of the regions represented in their books. 

Authors include: 

 

 Patricia V. Davis- Harlot’s Sauce: A 

Memoir of Food, Family, Love, Loss, 

and Greece 

 Gilbert Mansergh- The Marvelous Journals 

of Miss Virginia Pettingill  

 Jeb Harrison- Hack 

 Amanda McTigue- Going to Solace 

 Susanna Solomon- The Sheriff’s Calls in 

The Point Reyes Light 

 Cathy Edgett and Jane Flint-  Breast 

Strokes: Two Friends Journal Through the 

Unexpected Gifts of Cancer 

 

Their titles range from fiction to memoir to 

men's interest.  The purpose of this exciting event is 

to launch these terrific new authors and this 

fabulous new publishing house. 

But what we think will be of paramount interest 

to writers is that the president of Harper Davis 

Publishers will be on hand to also discuss the "whys 

and whats" of this new house.  

As some of you may already be aware, Harper 

Davis Publishers, although still in its infancy, is 

already making a splash because of its unique 

publishing model that (apart from several other 

creative forays) includes publishing titles in formats 

from hardcover to iPad all at one time. So, in 

addition to giving each author their turn at the mike, 

the president will be answering questions about our 

new publishing model and how it may even help 

authors who are already established. It will also 

answer for new authors: 
 

 

 What publishers are looking for in new 

authors today. 

 What a "platform" will and will not do for 

an author, established or otherwise. 

 The "new" type of literary agent coming out 

of the industry change (of whom you might 

need to be wary.)  

 Most importantly, what can be done to 

increase your book sales.  

 

What's the fun part for my friends and fellow 

writers? Well, it just so happens that the president 

of this new company now happens to be...me. Yes, 

it's quite the story, and there's a lot to talk about.  

Come and discover how we pick our authors, 

why we choose only the top graphic artists and 

editors to work with, how we put our publicist to 

work for us, how we work with bookshops, what's 

different about our author contracts, how we work 

with literary agents, and what other events we 

organize. See how these innovative ideas can affect 

your writing life     

There's a new world out there in publishing, so 

apart from some great reads and delightful snacks, 

hopefully my fellow writers will come away from 

this event armed with more knowledge to pursue 

their careers in publishing. 

See how these innovative ideas can affect your 

writing life. I hope you'll join us! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Group Poetry Event! 

 
Date:  November 18, 2012 

Time: 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Cost:  $15.00 team rate 

 

Call Diane Davis at (707) 

664-8656 to register and 

obtain directions.  

T You and a friend are invited to attend a fun 

affordable get-together sponsored by the 

community outreach program at Davis 

Publishing.  We’ll discuss poetry, create a 

poem as a group, and then break into teams for 

more creativity. A warm home,  coffee and tea 

provided.  http://www.davis-publishing.biz/  

http://www.harperdavis.com/
http://www.harperdavis.com/
http://www.davis-publishing.biz/
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The Narrator's Tale:  

All about Point of View 

 

Date:  November 17, 2012 

Time: 9:30am - 1:30pm 

Place: Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa 
            2777 4

th
 Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405  

Price: $25 members, $35 non-members 

 

Presented by Ana Manwaring 

 
Redwood Writers invites you to participate in 

a workshop on the intricacies of Point of View. 

This workshop will be hands on, so come prepared 

with pen, paper, and a scene from your original 

writing, double spaced, that includes plenty of 

narration. The following topics will be covered:  

 Learn the “rules" and conventions of 

narrative voice for one or multiple points 

of view 

 Explore the differences between narrators 

in fiction and creative non-fiction 

 Narrative voice continuum 

 Point of view and narrative distance 

 Narrator and reliability 

 How to avoid the POV pitfalls.  

Learn all about point of view and choosing 

your narrator! 

Participants will work both with a partner and 

individually to hone their skills on point of view 

and narrative voice. For more information about 

this workshop and Ana Manwaring, and to sign 

up, please visit the Redwood Writers website 

http://redwoodwriters.org and click the 

“workshops” tab at the top of the page.   

 

Once registered, participants will receive a 

pre-workshop assignment. 
 

 

 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be 

saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 

to Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org 

 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 

Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less, and don’t 

forget to include a picture.   

 

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. 

 

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related. Please include your picture and 

details about your class or event. Please include 

text copy of your event.   

 

Why I Write and What I’m Reading.  Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 

the next newsletter.  
 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 
 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

 

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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 EDITOR’S CORNER  
 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

   

Twice a year at the general membership 

meetings,  Redwood Writer authors have a chance 

to promote their work. Our second author launch 

was at the October membership meeting.  

Presentations ranged from books for children to 

adults, and subject matter educational to poetic, 

wholesome to erotic, and everything else in 

between. 

As an audience member, it was an honor to 

support my Redwood Writer friends. On the other 

hand, I could not help but start the mental 

preparation for the possible publication of my own 

novel in progress. Will I take advantage of 

Redwood Writers’ book launch to promote my 

work.  What other events will I create for the 

promotion of my work?  

If you have never attended a Redwood Writer 

launch, I urge you to do so.  They are twice a year 

and announced in plenty of time in advance. If you 

meet the criteria to be part of the book launch, 

sign up and promote your work.  Whether you 

attend as an author or an audience member, I 

guarantee you will have an experience you will 

not forget.  

 

Susan Littlefield  

Redwood Writer Editor   

 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Jeanne Miller 

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

 
In one short (or 

sometimes long) 

creative sentence.  

 
 

I've decided to self-publish, not only because I 

received somewhere around 35 rejections from 

agents and publishers, but it's so I'll have control 

over my work, making lemonade out of lemons! 

-Pamela Fender 

 

Simply because my writing is so danged good, 

you know, I will at least attempt to traditionally 

publish my novel-to-be, and then, when they fail 

to see the beauty of it, will no doubt turn to self-

publishing, and I will be thrilled all the same. 

-Julie Henig 

 

I prefer to traditionally publish, even though the 

road is long and hard, because it's just a wonderful 

feeling when someone out there in the book 

industry says, "We love your work, and we want 

to publish it!”- Natasha Yim 

Question for 

October:  Will you 

traditionally publish 

or self-publish and 

why? Remember, 

one sentence only!  

 

 

 

Question for November: You are at the 

RWC book launch. What is your opening 

line for the presentation of your work?  

Remember, one sentence only!  

Thank you Osha, Jeanne, Juanita, and Mona for 

all your hard work on The Redwood Writer! 
 

RWC REMINDERS 
 

November 11, 2012 Membership 

Meeting- Winners of the Mystery 

Contest will be announced.  

 

November 7, 2012-The Narrator’s Tale: 

All about Point of View Workshop. 

 

December 9, 2012 Membership 

Meeting- Winners of the Young Adult 

Writing Contest will be announced. 

 

January 19, 2013- Meet the New Muses 

Creativity Workshop 2013 Workshop. 

 

 

 
 


