
������������	
���
���

      The Redwood Writer   
March, 2010                                 P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402                                 www.redwoodwriters.org 

 
Hello, dear member: 
Your Redwood Writers Club is thriving. We now make over 145 members. 
There are many new opportunities for you, along with all the standard programs offered.  
 
With growth comes change. So, please read the following carefully.  
 
Change in location for membership meetings 
��Beginning with the Feb 21 membership meeting, Redwood Writers will gather at the Flamingo Hotel.  
��It has been a delight to meet at Copperfield’s Books over the last seven months but, unfortunately, two things have happened 

to cause this move. First, Coppefield's is downsizing to a smaller location, and secondly, our club has grown. 
��We are very excited about this opportunity to expand to a location that offers more space and privacy for our meetings! 

 
Registration Fee 
It has always been our goal to hold the cost for meetings to a minimum. We need to charge a slightly higher registration fee for 
this new, larger space. We are thus changing the registration for members to $5 (from $4). Non-members will pay $8.  
  
Agenda for membership meetings  
��Please arrive at 2:30 to register. We have many people to get through the line, which is a good thing. But, it takes time.  
��Registration will take place just outside the meeting room and you'll want to be inside when meeting begins at 3:00. 
��Please use the half hour between 2:30-3:00 to browse authors' books for sale, pick-up handouts, and most importantly to visit 

with fellow writers. 
  
Agenda 
2:30-3:00 - Registration and Meet & Greet 
3:00-5:00 - membership meeting 
  
Redwood Writer Authors - sell your books at Membership Meetings 
Great news! Our authors may bring books for sale and retain all the profit.  
Just bring your books and enjoy this opportunity! Let’s hold it to 2 titles per author for now and see how it goes. 
  
Sunday Membership Meetings 
��Some of you have noted that the meetings have changed to the 2nd Sunday of the month. This is true, with the exception of 

May 16 and August 15.  
��Please keep the Dates to Remember close by to remind you of membership meetings, Redwood Salons, Odd Month 

Readings, deadlines for Contests, for submitting to the Anthology, and deadline for UP Publishing. All of these events are 
listed in details, with applications in the Newsletter or on the website.  . 

  
Newsletter  
��This vital monthly vehicle outlines all of our events and contests, in addition to advertising events offered by members.  

 
 
You can always contact me for any questions or needs. 
Until then, thank you for your support and friendship. I value both. 
 

Linda Loveland Reid, President 
On behalf of the Redwood Writers Board of Directors  
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Upcoming Events 
 

March 14 -  Redwood Writers Meeting 2:30-5 PM at the Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa Courtyard 
Room #1 • 2777 Fourth Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405 • Phone: (707) 545-8530  
 
We ask for a small fee of $5 from members and $8 from non-members to cover the costs of speaker fees and light 

refreshments.  
Our speaker will be Hal Zina Bennett. Hal's interest in creativity, human 
consciousness, metaphysics, and the ancient wisdom traditions began as a 
teenager, following a coma and near-death experience that left him temporarily 
blind, during which time he was initiated into the reality of the inner world. Studies 
in ancient spiritual traditions over the next 20 years helped him to validate insights 
he'd had during his encounters with his own death and his visions of the world 
beyond. 

In addition to being a prolific author, Hal has helped over 200 authors develop 
their own work, several of them bestsellers. Look on the acknowledgment pages 
of your favorite books and you just might find him prominently mentioned there. 
His seminars on writing and spirituality are legendary.  

~*~ 
Saturday, March 27, 2010  2-4 PM  
THEME FOR THE MONTH: MARCH INTO A NEW DECADE 
Petaluma Library 100 Fairgrounds Drive, Petaluma 

 
Redwood Writer, Jeane Slone, will emcee this afternoon of literary 
delights from Sonoma County authors 
Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work in public! Sign Up by 

emailing info@jeaneslone.com or omr@redwoodwriters.org 
 

~*~ 
Saturday, March 27th 10-11:30 AM, Adapting Sideways--The Not-So-Straight-Forward 

Transition from Screenwriter to Novelist facilitated by Charlotte Cook, 
President of KOMENAR Publishing, and Hollywood screenwriter Jon James 
Miller.  Petaluma Senior Center, 211 Novak Dr.; Petaluma 
  

April 8  6PM The BIG READ at the Glaser Center 547 Mendocino Ave.  Come join Sonoma County 
for the Big Read of Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Redwood Members and their guests 
are invited.  Please contact Tom Mariani marianis@sonic.net to sign up. 

~*~ 
 

Saturday, May 1 9:30  - 4:30 pm We won't make you do sit-ups at the next Self-Publishing Boot 
Camp Workshop: Ten Steps to Self-Publishing Success on May 1st! Members of Redwood Writers 
get a $15 discount for this all-day workshop with Lisa Alpine and Carla King. 
Held at the historic Mechanics' Institute in the San Francisco Financial District. 
$155 (Redwood Writers' members $140) 
The fee includes the 87-page Self-Publishing  Boot Camp Workbook (a $29.95 value) 

To register, go to http://www.selfpubbootcamp.com/pages/workshops/ and use this 
discount code: RedWdWS 

writers helping writers 
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Member in the Spotlight:  Carol Collier 
  By Osha Belle Hayden 
 
 The first thing you notice when you meet Carol Collier is her brightness of spirit. You soon learn that 
she is a woman of many talents with a deeply curious intelligence. People fascinate her so creating her 
characters comes easily.  “Like John Bunyan’s Pilgrim,” she says, “I am a part of all that I have met…”  
 
 The first witness to Carol's budding creative mind was her journal. These pages served her well until 
the day she caught a second, unintended witness, her mother, rifling through her secret thoughts.  
 
 Carol's next move toward a writing career came when she enrolled as an English major at the 
University of Virginia. The trend continued into grad school where she produced volumes of papers for her 
Psychology degree.  
 
 When I first met Carol in Seattle, I was impressed by her habit of composing her papers in her head 
on her long daily walks through the Arboretum. Carol still likes to think on her feet, but now has the 
advantage of the more conducive Sonoma weather. 
 
 It was about five years ago, to the delight of her readers, that Carol made a real commitment to her 
art. She began by writing short stories. These gave her the courage to venture into full-length novels. In five 
short years, she has written three novels and is about to complete her fourth. 
 
 Carol's first novel, An Appalachian Summer, took her back to her roots. The author describes her 
novels: 
 
  “I grew up in Virginia in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, and I remember the stories told on 
the front porch on summer nights. My protagonist, Anna Wall, returns to Virginia to find her octogenarian 
great aunt being forced off her land by eminent domain. Anna must do battle with the local town council and 
real estate developers who think a theme park would be an economic boon for the area, no matter whose 
property is taken. 
 
 This book was followed by River Dreams, which features some of the same mountain characters. A 
life-changing experience with an Indian shaman on the Amazon leaves Anna with a new spiritual 
connection to the earth. As she and her friends struggle to stop mountain top removal, they fight a powerful 
enemy, the coal mining industry.' 
 
 My third novel is a psychological thriller, Someone is Watching. This story is set in Seattle where 
clinical psychologist, Debra Stone, is drawn into a murder investigation when her new client is killed.” 
 
 Her second thriller, Touched by the Gods, is almost finished. It is set in Seattle and Brazil.  
 
 The thing Carol enjoys most about writing is the story. “I visualize the setting. I hear the characters’ 
voices and sub-vocalize the dialogue. I think I would be compelled to write even if I never sold a book, but I 
love it when someone buys my novels and tells a friend about them. I want to communicate ideas, and I 
hope to entertain my readers. If I succeed in doing those things, I’m satisfied.” 
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Member News 
Harry and Linda Reid will be featured readers at the Healdsburg Literary Guild 
on March 21, Sunday, 2:30, Affronti Restaurant on Healdsburg Ave. 
 
-Harry will read from his new, hot off the press novel, The Connected.  
-Linda will read from her novel, 2nd edition just released, Touch of Magenta. 
-Together they will perform a scene from Harry's play, The Diary. 
And then end with a surprise! 

 
 
Arlene Miller was interviewed by the book blogger for the Petaluma Argus Courier -   he loved The Best 
Little Grammar Book Ever!-- and here is the link!   
http://bookcase.blogs.petaluma360.com/10293/talkin%E2%80%99-purty/ 
 

 

Classes and Workshops Offered by Our Members! 
 
April 6 & 8 - Writing Class with Patricia V. Davis - Descriptive Writing That Your Readers 
Can ‘Taste’, ‘Smell’, ‘Feel’, and ‘Hear’ 7-9 p.m. at Sir Francis Drake High School (in classroom 308) Marin 
Adult Education (www.marinlearn.com) Cost $45  
“Cerulean blue water and halcyon days”. “Eyes that sparkle like stars.” Yuck. 

No one can picture a location or a character through these cliché, meaningless phrases. A good writer 
helps readers truly visualize the setting and the characters they are describing. But portraying the place 
where our action happens, and depicting people in our story, all without falling into the “been here-done-
that-and-it’s-all-so-boring”, is one of the most challenging components of writing. 

In this workshop, participants will read samples of descriptive writing that overcome the formulaic, and 
discuss what it is about them that creates a mind image for the reader. Then, with some simple but effective 
writing exercises, the class will leave armed with new techniques for crafting vivid word visuals of their own. 

~*~ 

April 17 & April 24 - 101 Ways to Improve Your Writing and Speaking – A workshop with 
Arlene Miller Santa Rosa Junior College; 2 Saturdays, 10 AM - Noon; $98 fee includes the book.  To 
register: 
https://busapp02.santarosa.edu/CommunityEducation/ListCourse.aspx?CourseVrsnNbr=01036201&ID=201
034 

Do I use who or whom? Is it affect or effect? What do I do with a semicolon? This course has all the 
answers to the most common grammar questions and issues. Designed for professionals, job seekers, 
recent graduates, students, and anyone who would like to be more confident when writing and speaking, 
the course begins with the basics such as parts of speech, parts of a sentence, punctuation, and 
capitalization. Using fun quizzes, lectures, and class discussions, we will cover dead words, parallel 
structure, often-confused words, commonly misspelled and mispronounced words, and how to write 
paragraphs, letters, and reports. 
Text: The Best Little Grammar Book Ever! by the instructor is covered by the materials fee and will be 
distributed in class. 

Arlene Miller, MA, has taught for six years and has over 20 years of experience as a writer and editor. 

~*~ 

April 20 & 22 - Writing Class with Patricia V. Davis - A Platform and a Blog: What, Why, 
Where, When, and How? Redwood High School Marin Adult Education (www.marinlearn.com) Cost $45  
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New writers who are looking to publish their first work are told that they need a 'platform', and that an easy 
way to build one is to create a 'blog'. In this seminar for both aspiring and experienced writers we will 
discuss what exactly a ‘platform’ is, what a ‘blog’ is and why blogs are so valuable to writers who are 
seeking to either gain and/or widen their audience. You will learn where the best spots to blog are, when a 
writer should blog, and most importantly, HOW each individual writer’s blog should vary, meaning what the 
topics, lengths, frequency, etc., should be. Participants will leave this workshop with a working online blog 
in place, and concrete knowledge of how, in as little as two hours per week, we can build our platform and 
readership to help our book sales. 

~*~ 

April 22 – May 13 - 101 Ways to Improve Your Writing and Speaking – A workshop with 
Arlene Miller Kentfield Campus, Harlan Center 161; 4 Thursdays, 6:10-7:30pm; Fee $64 (Includes $12 
materials fee - which is the book) Register for College Of Marin (March 4)  www.marincommunityed.org. 
Do I use who or whom? Is it affect or effect? What do I do with a semicolon? This course has all the 
answers to the most common grammar questions and issues. Designed for professionals, job seekers, 
recent graduates, students, and anyone who would like to be more confident when writing and speaking, 
the course begins with the basics such as parts of speech, parts of a sentence, punctuation, and 
capitalization. Using fun quizzes, lectures, and class discussions, we will cover dead words, parallel 
structure, often-confused words, commonly misspelled and mispronounced words, and how to write 
paragraphs, letters, and reports. 
Text: The Best Little Grammar Book Ever! by the instructor is covered by the materials fee and will be 
distributed in class.    

~*~ 

Wisdom Has A Voice: Daughters Remember Mothers   
Saturday, April 24, 2010  * 9:00 am – Noon   The Sitting Room 170 East Cotati Ave., Cotati 
Cost $35.00 * Limited to 12 participants (women only) 
Gather your thoughts about mother into memories and memoir into truth 
Discover the hidden legacies of daughter-mother wisdom 
Leave with a keepsake memoir of your mother 

Workshop Leaders: 
Kate Farrell—Author, Educator, Storyteller and Officer, CWC-Redwood Writers 
Lynn Henriksen—Author, Workshop Leader, Memoirist and President, Women’s National Book 
Association-San Francisco Chapter, Member CWC-Marin 
 
To reserve your place, contact the workshop leaders: 
Email:  Lynn@wisdomhasavoice.com  Phone:  Kate Farrell, (707) 577-8912, Santa Rosa 

~*~ 
 

Creative Writing Class with Ana Manwaring - Napa Valley College, Upper Valley Campus 1088 
College Ave., St. Helena 707-967-2900  Next session: January 21 - May 27, 2010 

PenGrove Revision Workshops (opening available) On-going facilitated revision groups for long fiction on 
Monday morning. 

The Second Step Workshops (8 week sessions) Sundays in Penngrove 4:00-6:00 pm  
 
Quick Start Writing Workshops by Pat Tyler 
Rohnert Park Community Center - Thursday mornings  - Sept to June - 9:30 to 11:30 - A fun, safe place to 
get that story started. Bring your pen, notebook, ready smile and passion for listening. 
 
EDITING WITH PUBLICATION IN MIND by appointment  
For more information: www.writetoday.net - pat.tyler@att.net - 707-696-9640 

writers helping writers 
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WRITE WITH ADAIR LARA 

 
Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma 

 
Saturday and Sunday, April 17 and 18, 2010 

Workshop: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Tea and Muffins: 9:30 am to 10 am  

Price: $195 – lunch and snacks are included in the price 
To register: mcullen@comcast.net or Marlene 707-762-6279 

 
The idea that we each have a distinct and compelling story to tell is the essence of memoir.  Readers are hungry for 
accounts of triumph over personal crisis. How did you survive what happened, and what did you learn from it? In this 
workshop you’ll identify the tale you have to tell and how to tell it.   You’ll also learn to think in terms of pivotal events, 
which become the scenes, how and when to let the background come in. We will learn to pay homage to the details.   
 
Adair can help you outline the arc of your story (as opposed to just writing down everything that happened in the order 
it happened), show you how and when to write scene and when to use narration, what to put in, what to leave out, 
what to move around.  

We’ll talk about the reflective voice—where you step back in some places and comment on what happened. We’ll 
cover the difference between fact (what happened) and truth (what you think about what happened). We’ll talk about 
agents, sample chapters, and publishing. 

Whether you're just beginning, or have already published, you will enjoy this time with the author of best-selling books 
such as Hold Me Close, Let Me Go, and The Granny Diaries. Award winning columnist for San Francisco Chronicle, 
author of ten books, Adair’s work has appeared in numerous anthologies and publications.  

May 17, 2002 was declared Adair Lara Day in San Francisco by proclamation of Mayor Willie Brown. 

More information: www.thewritespot.us  and www.adairlara.com 

Former San Francisco Chronicle columnist and author Adair Lara has been teaching essay and memoir workshops for 
twenty years. Her Students have been published in: The New York Times, The Smithsonian, The Washington Post, 
Newsweek, Self, Runner's World, the San Francisco Chronicle, More Magazine, Vanity Fair, and many more.  
 

In Adair’s workshop, you will learn: 
 
• How to decide which stories to tell  

• How to shape your story so that it makes a universal point  

• How to use "ordinary" details and events to create extraordinary insights  

• How to find the resonance in everyday events  

• How to use the techniques of fiction (dialogue, characterization, scene-setting, suspense) to tell a 

true tale  

• How to find the right markets for your essays  

• How to pitch your personal essays to editors 
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    Redwood Writers - Dates to Remember  
       Details for events: www.redwoodwriters.org  
       To send email to total membership: redwoodbranchmembers@yahoogroups.com 
       To send email to all Officers/Chairs: redwoodbranchofficers@yahoogroups.com  
       Reserve for Odd Month Reading: email info@jeaneslone.com  
       Reserve to attend Salon: email anamanwaring@gmail.com  

Contact President Linda Loveland Reid: lindareid100@sbcglobal.net 
 

2010 Events 

March 14 General Membership Meeting – Flamingo 2:30 
March 1 UP Publication – Submit Jan to March 1 
March 1 Poetry Contest deadline – Submit Jan to March 1 
March 1 Anthology Deadline – Submit Jan to March 1   
March 27 Odd Month Reading – Petaluma Library 2-4pm 
March 27 Screenwriting Workshop – 10:00-11:30  
April 11 General Membership Meeting – Flamingo 2:30 

Poetry Contest Winners announced 

April 25 Redwood Spring Salon  
May 15 Short Story Contest – deadline to submit 
May 16 General Membership Meeting – Flamingo 2:30 
May TBA Odd Month Readings 
June  RENEW Membership ($45) 
June 13 General Membership Meeting - Flamingo 
June 23 Redwood Salon  
July 11 General Membership Meeting 

New Authors’ Book Launch 
July TBA Odd Month Readings 
August 8 General Membership Meeting - Flamingo 

Short Story Contest Winners announced 
August 8 Conference Writing Contests Deadline 
August 22 Redwood Summer Salon – Sunday 2-4pm 
September 12 General Membership Meeting - Flamingo 
September 25 Sonoma County Book Festival – 10:00-4:00 
October 10 General Membership Meeting - Flamingo 
October 27 Redwood Salon 
 
October 29 Poetry Night 
October 30 Conference Day 

Redwood Writers Conference 
6pm – Flamingo – Poetry Contest Winners 
8:00am -7:00pm – Flamingo – Prose Contest Winners 

November 14 General Membership Meeting – Flamingo  2:30 
December 12 General Membership Meeting – Flamingo  2:30 

 
 
 
Dates to Remember will be emailed out periodically with updates.       Refer to www.redwoodwriters.org for final dates 
and any changes.       
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East of Eden 2010 — join us in Steinbeck Country  

• 48 workshops for writers of all levels on the craft and business of writing 

• Inspiring speakers 

• Oportunities to pitch your work to literary agents 

• Meals and entertainment  
— all of the above is included in the price of a full conference registration! 

• Writing contest with a top prize of $1000 

• Low-fee professional critiques of your manuscript 

Registration is now open! 
Early registration discount + a special deal for CWC Members. 

http://www.southbaywriters.com/EastofEden2010/registration.html 
 

"Why am I writing?" 
Our theme is a question we all ask ourselves as we struggle to be published: Why am I writing? 
Success does not come easy. The road to publication is paved with rejections. After awhile, we 
may ask ourselves why we're still at it? (more to come) 
Quick look at who's coming (so far) to 2010 East of Eden Conference 

Speakers Agents Workshop Presenters (cont'd) 
Luis Valdez Andrea Brown Tanya Egan Gibson 

Selden Edwards Amy Burkhardt Minal Hajratwala 
David Henry Sterry Felicia Eth Leslie Hoffman 

Nils Peterson Michael Larsen Craig Lancaster 
Linda Kay Silva Elizabeth Pomada Jana McBurney-Lin 

 Andy Ross Indigo Moor 

Publishing Gordon Warnock Diane Lindsay Reeves 

Lisa Alpine  Thomas B. Sawyer 

Sue Campbell Workshop Presenters Ellen Sussman 
Carolyn Hayes Uber Martha Alderson Penny Warner 

 Nina Amir Maralys Wills 

 Bill Belew   
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