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President‟s Message: 
Snap! A personal lesson from the universe. 

By Linda Loveland Reid 
Snap! Just that fast and we can be in a new life. 

It was a sunny morning, and I was still thinking of the fun we’d had the night before at my 50th 
(who’s counting!) class reunion in Healdsburg. Some of us had sneaked off and dressed in 

robes and slippers to reappear doing the class song using walkers and canes. Hilarious, we thought. I didn’t know how 
close I would come to that reality the very next day. 

The freeway was a-whiz with cars as I headed to the reunion picnic. The radio crooned out a song and I checked 
the mirror for that last pat of the hairdo, when WHAM! A huge thud sounded on the passenger side of my van, 
careening me to the next lane. My hands clutched the steering wheel, and I saw the car behind me spin around. “Oh, 
no,” I let out. I somehow maneuvered over to the right hand-shoulder and stopped, my whole body shaking. The 
ultimate nightmare traffic accident, the one you pray will not happen, the one at 65 mph on the freeway that you are 
sure you won’t let happen, just happened.  

Harry came to get me. All I wanted was to be at home. Needless to say, I didn’t get to the picnic. It was an odd 
day; I couldn’t concentrate on anything. Sitting in front of the computer answering emails, watching TV, or even reading 
a book all seemed trivial, at odds with the momentous event that had just taken place. Finally, I got it. Got what my 
subconscious was trying to tell me. It was like someone had died, only they hadn’t. What I needed to do was spend the 
day honoring the fact that I was alive. I had not been so much as bruised, nor had the other driver. Yet, my car was 
totaled. We both walked away from what could have been an unthinkable 
event. No routine task would do for this day. What I needed was to give myself 
over to thankfulness for my life. And that is what I did. I sat in the sun and 
thought, and I read some poetry. I reviewed all the goodness in my world. 

Now, I have a new car and a new payment -- and, a new idea of how 
fast life can turn. Snap! Each day is a gift, each friend a treasure, each creative 
notion a wafting of the spirits of the universe. Life is joy, even when it isn’t. I 
have always intended to live life “‘til I tilt,” now even more so. Get ready world! 
And to those watching over me, thank you. 

 

Vintage Voices:  Words Poured Out 

By Karen Batchelor 
 Redwood Writers is celebrating its new 2010 anthology, Vintage 
Voices: Words Poured Out. The books are hot off the presses, this year co-
published by Unlimited Publishing and Redwood Writers Club.  
 This is our fifth anthology and they just keep getting better. The 2010 
collection offers an array of short stories, memoirs, and poetry to whet your 
appetite and show the world what Redwood Writers can do. By turns the 
entries are sensitive, thought-provoking, heart-breaking, and hilarious. Read the 



re-telling of a classic fairy tale (The Frog Prince), children’s verse about a delightful Aunt Tilly, a son who learns from his 
father, a woman who wants to take her husband to Niagara Falls, a recovering alcoholic who considers falling off the 
wagon, and a widower who decides to run a baking contest. And that’s just the beginning.  
 For a donation of $12, you can have your very own copy. Support the club, support your fellow writers and get 
your copies at the next Redwood Writers event. 
 I would like to thank everyone who volunteered to get this book into our hands today. Our club is only as strong 
as our volunteers. I am stepping down as editor, but I hope you will step up to support the new editor in chief, Cynthia 
Helen Beecher.  
 Vintage Voices is one of our greatest accomplishments. Let’s keep it going. 

 

The Redwood Writers Membership Meeting on September 12th will feature 
Donna Levin as the speaker. Her topic will be: 

“Where Did I Go Wrong?” 
Query Letters That Turn „em Off – or On 
Please join us at the Flamingo Hotel from 2:30 to 5:00p.m. 

$5 for members and $8 for guests 
Donna Levin has two published novels: Extraordinary Means (William Morrow), and California 

Street (Simon & Schuster), as well as two books about writing, Get that Novel Started and Get that Novel Written, both 
with Writer's Digest Books.  Both of her novels were optioned for film, and Get that Novel Written was translated into 
Italian and published by Dino Audino Editore.  

Donna taught fiction writing for two decades, most notably at the University of California Extension at Berkeley, 
where she led the Novel-Writing Workshop.  Many of her students have gone on to publish, including Lalita Tademy 
(whose first novel, Cane River, was an Oprah Book Club pick and New York Times bestseller), Terry Gamble (Water 
Dancers and Good Family), and Mark Coggins, author of the August Riordan mysteries. 

After introducing some of her students and others to her own literary agent, Donna went on to work in the 
agency herself for two years.  She has also been a frequent guest at writers' conferences, including the San Francisco 
Writers' Conference, the East of Eden Conference and the Squaw Valley Community of Writers, in her capacity both as 
author and agent. 

Levin's work is included in Boston University's 20th Century Archives and in the California State Library's 
collection of California novels. She lives in San Francisco. 

Donna Levin will be speaking about her perspective of being a published author as well as having been a literary 
agent for two years.  She has been on the giving and receiving end of rejections.  Donna will give us her honest feedback 
on query letters and the first pages of manuscripts in the meeting.  If you want to know what isn’t working, (or if you’re 
lucky – what is working), bring a query letter and/or the first page of your novel for her to critique live at the meeting.  
She will be reading them aloud and saying “I would stop reading here” and then give her reasons why she would place 
them in the reject pile or in the “I want to see more” pile.  PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR NAME ON THE PAGES 
SUBMITTED. 

 
SATURDAY, September 18, 2:00 – 4:00 PM 

Theme: THE LAST OF THE SUMMER 
Cloverdale Library 

401 N. Cloverdale Blvd. 
(707) 894-5271 

Redwood Writer, Jeane Slone, will emcee this afternoon of literary 
delights from Sonoma County authors. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
read your work in public! Sign-up by emailing omr@redwoodwriters.org  
www.redwoodwriters.org 
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Redwood Writers 35th Anniversary 
by Juanita J. Martin, Redwood Writers Historian 2010-2011 

             What makes a writing club last 35 years? Most would say dedication to the craft of writing.  It also takes a 
visionary, someone with the impetus to start such an endeavor and make it thrive. 
            Thirty-five years ago, in 1975, Helene Schellenberg, a writing teacher in Santa Rosa, took a critique group and 
turned it into a writers club, known as the Redwood Writers. Schellenberg was Redwood’s first president. Redwood 
became the fourth branch of the California Writers Club, a statewide organization.   
            In the beginning, there were forty-five charter members, including Alla Crone and Marion McMurtry. Alla and 
Marion, along with Dorothy Molyneaux and Mary Priest, all emeritus members, helped to set the standards by which the 
club still operates today.  Over the years, Redwood Writers has expanded upon those standards.  

Redwood Writers produces an annual member anthology called Vintage Voices. Its volumes have received 
outstanding reviews. The fifth anthology, Vintage Voices: Words Poured Out is now available.  
            The club has expanded community outreach efforts with the Redwood Writers Village and Readers Circle, a 
presence at the Sonoma County Book Festival, and the Library Outreach project. 

Redwood Writers has also expanded to include a youth group under the club’s direction. Although it will be 
independently managed, the youth group will be a part of Redwood Writers immense membership. 
            The club has grown to incorporate technological advances to its members, including the use of Facebook, Twitter, 
Flicker, and other social networks and internet accounts. Redwood Writers has given workshops on using technology at 
annual conferences, covering such topics as e-books and podcasts to advance book sales. 
            It is because of talented volunteers that all these things and more are possible.  These volunteers include 
presidents of Redwood Writers, such as Linda McCabe, Karen Batchelor, and Linda Loveland Reid, visionaries in their 
own right.  They have looked toward the future and embraced the possibilities. It is because of people like them that 
Redwood Writers will always adapt and grow with the changing times, in order to keep serving its members and its rich 
arts community.  

On Sunday, September 12, 2010, at our general membership meeting, Redwood Writers will celebrate its 35th 
anniversary. There will be an anniversary cake, special remembrances, and some surprises. 
          Please join us in commemorating thirty-five years of literary excellence. 

Help us continue the legacy begun by our founder, Helene Schellenberg Barnhart.—Juanita J. Martin 

   Redwood Short Story  
Contest Winners Presented 

 The winners of the Redwood Writers 2010 short 
story contest were presented their awards at the club’s 
meeting on August 8th. Judges Stefanie Freele and Dan 
Coshnear handed out the awards and talked about why 
they selected these stories as the winning entries. Jean 
Wong read her story aloud to the membership.  

Jean Wong won 1st place for “Just a Joke.” 
Marilyn Campbell was awarded 2nd place for “Plays Well 
with Others.” 3rd Place was presented to Gretchen 
Mannix for “This Is As Good As It Gets, Fellas.” 
Honorable Mention awards were presented to Richard 
Perce for “Load Up” and Carol Hoorn for “The Button.” 
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The winners of the Redwood Writers 2010 short story 
contest include: (L-R) Richard Perce, Gretchen Mannix, 
Jean Wong, Marilyn Campbell and Carol Hoorn. 

 



Member in the Spotlight: Hank Mattimore 
Interview by Pat Tyler 

 
It may come as a surprise to some that Hank Mattimore spent six years as 

a Missionary priest teaching English conversation in Japanese high schools. This 
challenging assignment was followed by three years as the 'honky priest'  in a 
black, depressed area of St. Petersburg, Florida.  

Unlike the typical parish priest portrayed by Bing Crosby in the old Bells of 
St. Mary's movie, Hank, an activist, founded two group homes for troubled boys 
and a day care center for disadvantaged children. Following Martin Luther King's 
assassination, he marched for justice and then founded Camp Unitas, an inter-
racial summer camp for kids. Although he'd spent his life in service to the 
community, opting to work with the poor, he often felt alone. He wanted a wife 
and children. So, long story short, at age thirty-six, Hank "doffed his Roman collar 
and started a new life."  

Within months he fell in love for the first time and married. "I had a lot to learn about love and women and 
relationships," Hank says, "all the things I'd never been taught in the seminary or the priesthood." He'd suddenly left 
boyhood for manhood. Other parts of his life remained fairly unchanged, however.  

Leaving the priesthood with a Master's Degree in Education allowed him to continue the kind of work he'd been 
doing as a priest. He served as Director of Services for frail elderly and as Senior Director of Services for a countrywide 
Alzheimer's agency. He worked with developmentally disabled adults and served people living with AIDS. He became a 
Big Brother and a workshop leader for hospice patients writing spiritual wills. In a nutshell, Hank believes he "continued 
to be a priest, but without a collar."  

After his wife died, Hank read about Children's Village, an intergenerational village in Santa Rosa. He jumped at 
the chance to volunteer. Let me paraphrase his grown children and many friends who later advised against his living on 
site. "We know you love kids, but do you really want to live with them?" He did, insisting they'd either "keep him young 
or send him to an early grave." Four years later, serving as surrogate grandpa to the 24 abused and neglected children in 
his village, Hank has definitely remained young and vital. He says, "Living with these kids has enlarged my heart and 
stretched me in more ways than I thought possible. My life has changed dramatically."  

Today you might find Hank writing one of his books on his extraordinary life experiences, downloading rap, R & 
B, or Justin Timberlake. Tomorrow you might hear him giving 'the talk' to a thirteen-year-old boy, or sharing a snack with 
a kid who's dropped by Hank's on site apartment just to hang out. "Because of the kids, here in this unlikely place, 
almost fifty years after my ordination, I am finally learning what it is to be a priest. These kids have taught me."  

And I, for one, hope the kids will continue teaching and learning from Hank as he continues teaching and 
learning from them, sharing laughter, tears, and a lot of love, as each becomes a gift to the other.  

 
Editor’s note: We were saddened to learn that long time Redwood Writers member Ed Dolen passed away in 

August. A tribute to him will be published in the October issue of The Redwood Writer. 

 

The Beat Museum's Third Annual Poetry Festival will be held in conjunction with the annual 

North Beach Artwalk with artist Leah Lubin at the Beat Museum 540 Broadway, San Francisco (at Columbus) 
from Noon to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 25th & Sunday the 26th. 
 
Enjoy poetry and music from  some of your favorite Sonoma County poets and musicians, including Katherine 
Hastings, David  and Judy Madgalene,  Tom Mariani, Juanita J. Martin, Margo Van Veen, and Bill Vartnaw.  
Contact Leah Lubin at www.leahlubin.com 
 
It is free admission. Tom Mariani and I will be performing on Sunday the 26th only.—Juanita Martin 
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Member News: 
 
Rob Koslowsky's personal essay, Identity Lost, was published on-line by Tiny Lights, as part of its 21st 
Flash in the Pan— a quarterly competition for the best in 500-word pieces - http://www.tiny-
lights.com/flash.php?id=303. Rob is excited about being part of Susan Bono's 21st "Flash" selections, as 
it coincides with the title of his 2004 book, A World Perspective through 21st Century Eyes. 

 
 

At The Write on Conference held in Marin for young writers Tim Anatree (left) and Dru 
Pizzimenti posed with one of their favorite session leaders, Seth Harwood, author of Jack 
Wakes Up. The new Redwood Young Writers group already has 13 members. Contact 
Pam Pizzimenti at craigpam2@comcast.net for questions or to enroll a young person, 
ages 8-18. 
 

 
 
I have a reading scheduled at Borders (Santa Rosa Ave) for my novel 
Crucial Time on Saturday Sept. 18th at 2 p.m.  I'll be thrilled if people just 
show up and look interested for a few moments; it's not necessary to buy a copy of my book! I’m also 
looking for other published mystery writers to join me for joint readings in the Bay Area.—Elspeth 
Benton 

 
 
Award-winning author Patricia V. Davis wrote a blog post that went viral, spreading across 
social media sites such as Twitter and Face Book. This grabbed the attention of agents and 
publishers. She wrote the blog post, “From an Older Woman to a Younger One” to support 
and encourage a 21-year-old reader of hers. A literary agent asked Patricia if she’d be 
interested in expanding the post into a book. That book, now with the working title, The Diva 
Doctrine, was picked up by Cedar Fort Press, and will be published in 2011. Patricia also 
wrote the award-winning Harlot’s Sauce: A Memoir of Food, Family, Love, Loss and Greece, 
with the hope that it would encourage young women not to make the same mistakes she 
made. Adelphi University adopted Harlot’s Sauce as a reader for its Gender Studies program.  

 
 
My blog, Science Fiction and Other ODDysseys, was recognized again. It's in the fifth spot in a list of the 
top 45. :) The award comes from Awarding the Web. —Ann Wilkes 
http://www.onlinephdprograms.com/top_sci_fi/#Science_Fiction_Musings 
 

 
 I recently got back from Fort Benton, Montana, where I gave a reading to 25 

people who came out to the library on a windy Monday evening. My novel about a pole 
dancer, a farmer and a canoe trip, starts and ends in Fort Benton and was a big hit. What a 
beautiful river town. 

In other news, my story, “They Said It Would Be Wonderful”, was published in the 
online magazine Harlot’s Sauce Radio June 2010 edition, and was picked to be in the CWC 
statewide anthology this fall.  

I just got back from the RWA (Romance Writers of America) national convention in Orlando. What a hoot.—
Susanna Solomon      
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Sharon Hamilton was allowed to put her contract on hold with The Wild Rose Press for her 
novel Angel, as she signed with Agent Jill Marsal of Marsal Lyon Literary Agency. She was 
able to do this without burning her bridges with The Wild Rose Press. The best of both 
worlds! 
Sharon Hamilton (left) is shown here with author J.R. Ward at the Romance Writers Convention in 
July of 2009. 

 
Things have been busy on the grammar front. On August 5 I had my first radio interview on 
InternetVoicesRadio.com. On August 10 I was a guest blogger on Joylene Butler's blog. Check it out at 
http://cluculzwriter.blogspot.com/ 
I was also asked to speak to the North Bay chapter of the Society of Technical Communication at their 
meeting on Thursday, August 19.  
If you get this newsletter in time, please come say hello at Copperfields’ in Petaluma on Sunday, August 
29 at 2 p.m. for their "Sundays at 2" series. I will be signing, selling, and talking!—Arlene Miller 

 
New! The Redwood Reading List: What we‟re reading 

I’m enjoying Augusten Burroughs’ quirky collection of short stories, Magical Thinking. I was reading it before bedtime, but had to set 
it out in the living room, out of reach, because it kept making me giggle.  Giggling is not conducive to sleep. —Jo Lauer 
 
 I’m reading 1000 Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini.  I’ve almost put the book down several times because it’s such a brutal look at 
the struggles of Afghanistan, but then I pick it back up again because the writing is brilliant. It also reminds me of how lucky I am to 
be living in America.—Barbara Toboni 

I read Stieg Larsson's The Girl with The Dragon Tattoo/Played with Fire/Kicked Hornet's Nest. Could not put down; characters & plots 
captivating. I just finished John Irving's Last Night in Twisted River; too verbose; too many generations & people. Good ending but 
anticipated. Started Too Late the Phalarope, Alan Patton, 1953, about South Africa. Am sensing tragedy. Grabber opening.—Sandy 
Baker 

What I’m reading: Fifty Miles from Tomorrow, about growing up in northwest Alaska, by William Hensley, and Hold The 
Enlightenment by Tim Cahill.—Susanna Solomon 
 
I’m reading Luis Urrea's Hummingbird's Daughter, a fascinating story set in early 20th-century Mexico. My favorite this year is 
Elizabeth Strout's Olive Kittredge, short stories featuring a small New England town and some of the same people. This is a 
beautifully written, warts-and-all portrait of a flawed central character who grows and finds affirmation of life after years of heart-
gripping experiences.—Elspeth Benton 
 
I'm reading The Los Angeles Review, because the fiction editor is our own Stefanie Freele. 
It will be fun to post a review on Amazon.—Linda Loveland Reid 
 
I like to visit old friends.  Who did you visit time and time again?   Lucy in the Narnia Chronicles?  Laura from the Little House books?  
Harriet the Spy? Nancy Drew? Jo? 
What do you think about that character now?   
Re-read a favorite book from your childhood. What can you learn from that character that you can apply to your own characters and 
fictional work?  
Old friends can be very helpful.—Catherine Bramkamp 
  
I just finished reading the most amazing book, The Dream-Quest of Unknown Kadath by H.P. Lovecraft.  I would describe it as bizarre 
fantasy.  The protagonist dreams of a beautiful city three nights in a row.  On the fourth night he does not, so he obtains permission 
to enter dreamland and seek the city.—Farrell Winter 

  

Editor’s note: For future issues please limit “What I’m reading” submissions to 60 words, including book 
titles and authors. Send submissions to Farrell Winter, email: zalmoxis@sbcglobal.net  
 DEADLINE WILL BE THE 10TH OF EACH MONTH for the reading list submissions.                          7 
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 Poetry Place 
Pine Trees 
The pines grow bored with mountains, 

wind whistling in the quarry, 

making rute of needles. 

Yet they are loyal, steadfast, 

indifferent to vainglory: 

They let wind tease and wheedle.  

When I see their simple grace, 

can I mind my sad story? 

Spring comes, and pine’s there, bustling. 

Do they yearn for the seaside? 

They seem to rise against wind, 

but wind blows through them, rustling.  

It moans Who are you? to them. 

Still they stand like bowling pins, 

lined on the crests of valleys. 

Though once legion in this place, 

a handful still bowl and spin  

their cones along the gullies. 

—Zara Raab 

 
 

From a Bird's Eye 
Blinded by the rays, 

haunted by the hills, 

while we round the Magnolias. 

 

Rippled pond 

reflects broken silhouettes 

of creatures above and below. 

 

Swatting gnats with no objection, 

listening with intent, 

lips moisten with satisfaction. 

 

Warm breezes brush though our hair. 

We connect and disconnect time; 

Our souls unlock the treasures. 

—Juanita J. Martin 

 

Attention All Poets! Community Readers are needed to 

participate in the Poetry of Remembrance Program. The program is 

part of the El Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) festival. This year’s festival is the 10
th
 anniversary celebration in 

Petaluma. The Poetry of Remembrance Program will be held October 22, 2010, at the Petaluma Arts Center, 230 

Lakeville Dr., Petaluma, CA. Festivities will begin at 5:15 p.m. If you would like to read a poem to honor a loved one, 

please sign up no later than September 20, 2010. For more information about reading poetry,or to volunteer in the 

program: Email Juanita J. Martin, Poetry of Remembrance Program chair at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com                                                       
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Juanita J. Martin 

Poetry Place 
Editor’s Note: Poetry Place is now a 

regular feature in the newsletter. Each 

month, a poem or two will be selected to 

be printed in the newsletter.  Poems will 

be chosen based on the space available. 

Send one poem per person. Use a 12 

point Times New Roman font. Shorter 

poems work best. 

Send poems in a word.doc e-mail  

Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions 

Editor,  

freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 

** Note:  Poems need to be sent by the 

10
th
 of the month to be included in the 

following month’s edition. For example, 

send poems by September 10
th
, for 

October’s edition and so forth. 

 

http://us.mc1126.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


Redwood Writers Conference – October 30th 

 Keynote Speakers and More! 
by R.K. Koslowsky 

It’s full speed ahead with the Redwood Writers 2010 Writing Conference. It will be held on Saturday, October 

30, 2010, from 7:30 am - 6:30 pm (check-in 7:30 - 8:15 am), at the Flamingo Hotel and Resort in Santa Rosa. 

The theme of the conference is “Celebration of the Written Word.” This one-day conference will feature agents, 

editors, and writers from all genres. They will offer their insights and experiences in the craft of writing at 

beginning through advanced levels, as well as the encouragement of fellow writers in a relaxed and friendly, 

wine-country setting.  

Saturday Morning Keynote by Elisa Southard 

Elisa Southard is our morning keynote speaker. She will take the 

morning speaking spot in what will be an exciting and humorous talk about 

creativity, curiosity, and confidence and how authors keep these valuable 

assets at maximum effectiveness. Billed as “The Writer's Role: Changing the 

Game and Your Role in It," she will show attendees how to be their own 

catalyst and release the brakes in order to reach new levels in their writing 

careers and promotional platforms. 

Elisa Southard is the author of Break Through the Noise: 9 Tools to 

Propel Your Marketing Message, endorsed by Jack Canfield, the Chicken Soup 

series co-creator. As former host of the TV show Make It Your Business, 

Southard interviewed hundreds of executives, government officials and business owners. She knows what it 

takes to turn an encounter into a marketing moment. As developer of the Break Through the Noise tools and a 

sought-out speaker, she has led seminars for such organizations as the Learning Annex, the California Society 

of CPAs, the Women’s National Book Association and audiences at Barnes & Noble Booksellers. 

Elisa Southard serves as a faculty member of the San Francisco Writers Conference and is accredited by 

the Public Relations Society of America. Currently working on her second book, Bring out the Inner Newbie, 

for professional women launching into pursuit and building support for her transition, Southard is often quoted 

as saying, “Don’t kill a marketing moment; execute it.” 

Saturday Luncheon Keynote by Sheldon Siegel 

Sheldon Siegel is our luncheon keynote speaker. He is a New York Times best-

selling author and will take the afternoon speaking spot in what will be an exciting 

and humorous talk about “Finding an Audience in a Challenging Publishing World.” 

He said, "I’ll try to give everybody a little hope!"  

A native of Chicago, Sheldon Siegel earned his undergraduate degree from the 

University of Illinois in 1976 and graduated from the Boalt Hall School of Law at the 

University of California at Berkeley, in 1983. He has been in private practice in San 

Francisco for over twenty years and specializes in corporate and securities law with 

the firm of Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP. Judgment Day is the sixth 

novel in his series of critically acclaimed, best-selling courtroom dramas featuring 

San Francisco criminal defense attorneys Mike Daley and Rosie Fernandez. His 

books have sold millions of copies worldwide and have been translated into eight 

languages. http://www.sheldonsiegel.com/ 

 

C O N F E R E N C E   C O R N E R 
Join us! Be a part of the Conference Team. Contact Marlene Cullen and sign up to be a volunteer for the 

Conference.  conference@redwoodwriters.org 

On Friday, October 29, join in for a fun evening of camaraderie, good food and some excellent poetry 

readings. There's still time to enter the poetry contest (open to the public) and the prose contest (open to 

conference registrants only).  The deadline for the writing contests has been extended to September 18
th

.  
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There are also a few editing consulting sessions open. The last day to enter contests and to request an 

editing spot is September 18
th

.   

The following editors will be attending and providing one-on-one manuscript review services throughout the 

day: 

           Susan Bono 

Dan Coshnear 

Ana Manwaring 

Laurie McLean 

Jordan Rosenfeld 

As Susan Bono says, "A good editor gives [authors] at least two extra eyes—one in the center of your forehead 

that stays focused on your literary vision; one in the back of your head for tracking details and keeping your 

bases covered." 

Assigned sessions at the conference will unmask registrants' eyes to help them improve their writing skills. 

Attendees may register on-line at http://redwoodwriters.org/redwood-conference/ or download a registration 

form and mail it to: Redwood Writers, P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. 

 

 
 

The Sonoma County Book Festival: 
When?   September 25, Saturday 

Where?  Santa Rosa downtown Plaza  

Time?     10:00 am to 4:00pm 

What?    The Book Festival is all about…books! 

Come browse through more than 100 exhibitor booths staffed by bookstores, local authors, and book-related 

associations.  

Sign up to sell your book! 

Sign up now to volunteer in RW Booth! Email Pam Pizzimenti at craigpam2@comcast.net and she will contact you 

for a time slot at the booth. Thanks!  

Redwood Writers Village - Redwood Writers want to make a splash. Come to the Redwood Writers Village and get 

your member badge so that as you walk around the Festival; RWs are everywhere! 

Redwood Writers Reading Circle – Come listen to over 50 readers from all across the community read from their 

works. 
Volunteering : We need at least 4 volunteers at a time to manage the booth. We have lots of booth space this year to 

cover - which is good news! Shifts will be two hours. 

Author booth: If you have a published book and would like to sell your book at the festival you may want to consider the 

RWC author booth. It costs $10 for one hour, paid in advance.  Only one hour per author unless the demand is small and 

there are spaces left. There is room for two authors per hour— 12 authors total. (Perhaps there can be more if there is a 

great demand.) It is first come first served. So if you are interested please email right away. Time slots are given out in the 

order received. 

Authors must remain present at the booth for their entire hour. 

Payments for books are directly to authors, not through RW. (Authors should have change on hand.) 

Authors will each have approximately three feet of space for books, flyers, bookmarks, etc. 

There will be a flyer with a schedule for the authors at the author booth to be handed out at the festival, so please 

be sure to include in your email a short blurb about the author and book (100 words total) 

If you have any questions, wish to volunteer, or sign up for the author booth please email me at 

craigpam2@comcast.net—Submitted by Pam Pizzimenti         
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Announcements: 
The Sonoma County Book Festival  

Presents: 

Teen Poetry Slam 
Saturday, September 25th, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

1st Prize: $75 
Cafe Azul 

521 Fourth St 
Santa Rosa, CA. 95401 

To sign up to participate in the slam: go to www.socobookfest.org or email bookfest@sonic.org 
Hosted by: Juanita J. Martin,  

Sonoma County Library Slam Champion 2005-2006  

& Redwood Writers Historian 2010-2011  

 If you would like to be a judge for the contest, contact Juanita at freelancelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 

 

Come learn the “A,B,C‟s of Writing” from published authors at the Library. The Sonoma 

County Library and Redwood Writers will present a series of panels on: the art and craft of writing. 
Library Panel Schedule: 

The Writing Process 
9/13/10 -  Rincon Valley Library  2-4pm 
9/15/10 -  Rohnert Park Library   7-9pm 
1/10/11 -  Sebastopol Library     7-9pm 
1/19/11 -  Sonoma Library         7-9pm 
  
Style of Writing 
10/6/10 - Rohnert Park Library  7-9pm 
10/11/10 -  Rincon Valley Library 2-4pm (Columbus 

Day) 
2/7/11 - Sebastopol Library   7-9pm 
2/16/11 - Sonoma Library        7-9pm 
  
Getting Published 
10/27/10 -  Rohnert Park Library   7-9pm 
11/15/10 -  Rincon Valley Library  2-4pm 
3/7/11    -  Sebastopol Library     7-9pm 
3/16/11  -  Sonoma Library         7-9pm 

QUICK START WRITING WORKSHOPS by Pat Tyler 

 Begin again Sept 2nd 

Quick Start Workshops are held at the Rohnert Park Community Center every Thursday 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

Address: Corner of Rohnert Park Expressway and Snyder Lane. 

Quick Starters share a fun, safe, non-judgmental place in which to write. 

For information go to Pat’s website or call. 

www.writetoday.net     pat.tyler@att.net     (707) 696-9640 

 
The Best Little Grammar Class 

Ever! taught by Arlene Miller 

begins on September 9 at 6:10 p.m. 

at the College of Marin. The Class 

runs for four consecutive 

Thursdays. Her class at SRJC is 

called 101 Ways to Impress with 

Your Writing and Speaking. It 

starts on October 2
nd

 at the Santa Rosa campus. This 

session runs for three consecutive Saturdays. You 

register online for either.  
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The Art of Memoir  Workshop 
with Mary Lynn Archibald 

Two Sessions, Two Saturday Mornings: 

Session One: Sept. 11th   9:30-Noon—Crafting Your Story 

Brain-friendly secrets for putting it all together 

Session Two: Sept. 18th   9:30-Noon—Getting it Out There 

Your audience and your options: who/what are they? 

Location: Healdsburg Center for the Arts—190 Plaza Street 

Class is limited to 10 students 

Registration Deadline: September 9
th

  $45 Per Session 

Call 395-0542 to register 

For more info: marylynn@winecountrywriter.com 

 

Writers Forum of Petaluma proudly presents Jody Gehrman 
Thursday, September 16, 2010 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 

Writing Your Novel Your Way 
According to Somerset Maugham, "There are three rules for writing the novel. Unfortunately, no one 

knows what they are."  

Such is the elusive nature of this form; most of us just plow in and try to stumble through. There are as 

many ways to write novels as there are novelists, so finding a process that works for you and tweaking it when 

needed is essential. Novelist and playwright Jody Gehrman will present a vast array of techniques for getting 

your novel written, staying excited about it, and getting it into the best shape possible.   

Jody Gehrman is a Professor of English at Mendocino College. She has taught writing for twelve years. 

Her sixth novel, Babe in Boyland, is forthcoming in February, 2011 with Penguin's Dial books.  

For more information:  www.thewritespot.us 

Marlene - mcullen@comcast.net 

 
Fran Claggett will be teaching “Memoir and Other Myths” for the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute at Sonoma State University beginning with the Fall Term, September 27th. 
Enrollment is limited, as Fran provides email critiques as well as opportunities in class to 
write, to share, and to engage in producing both poetry and prose memoirs. Class is 
Monday mornings for seven weeks beginning September 27th. Class runs from 9:30 to 
11:30. Fran also recommends the rest of the OLLI  program, which you can see online at 
SSU Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. 

 

      Why I Write: 
Why I write: I love words and definitions. 

Why I Publish: to establish a marketing "stream" for small-format (intentionally unpretentious) self-help 

information and insightful fiction for myself and other authors. I enjoy the "business" part of what I do. 

www.davis-publishing.biz  —Diane H. Davis 

 

I tend to write stories of identity and transformation. As a travel writer, dropping into physical and cultural 

landscapes, I want to understand what’s under the surface of a place and its people. Writing also helps me 

respond to and reconcile life’s challenges. Harnessing the power of my words motivates me to take more 

emotional risks through writing.—Nicole Zimmerman 

 

Why I write: It’s my passion and my life, putting words on paper and letting other people feel emotion makes 

life worthwhile.—Susanna Solomon           12 
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Write On! Story Contest 2010 
Call for Entries! 

The annual Write On! Story Contest, formerly The 

WestSide Story Contest, is open to all genres of literary 

fiction. The contest, in its sixth year, is now hosted by the 

Berkeley Branch of the California Writers Club. Started in the 

early 1900s by Jack London and his writing friends, the CWC 

is the third oldest organization of its kind in the country. 

First Prize: $250 

2
nd

 Prize: $100 

3
rd

 Prize: $50 

Submit entries to: wordshop@mac.com. Please put 

WRITE ON! STORY CONTEST in the subject line. Or mail 

hard copy to: Write On! Story Contest 2010, Attn. Tatjana 

Greiner, PO Box 15939, San Francisco, CA 94115. 

Entry fee: $13 per story      Deadline: October 1, 

2010 

Pay online via PayPal to: 

CWCBerkeley@peoplepc.com, or send a check to address 

above, made out to“CWC Berkeley.” 

For more information, please visit us at www.cwc-

berkeley.com 

or e-mail Tatjana Greiner, Editor-in-Chief at 

wordshop@mac.com. 

 
Words from the Edge 

An Anthology of Short Stories - Writing Contest! 

Winner to be published! 

Fault Zone: Words from the Edge, an 

anthology of short stories, will be published this fall 

by the SF/Peninsula Branch of California 

Writers.  
We’re perched on the edge of the San Andreas 

Fault, on the edge of the Pacific Rim. Will we fall 

in? Or is Fault Zone more of a comment on human 

frailties and foibles? Interpret as you wish and have 

fun. We can’t wait to see it! 

First Prize is $300 and publication in our Fault 

Zone anthology. Second Prize is $100. Third Prize 

is $50. 

Contest deadline has been extended to 

September 30, 2010. Reading fee is $15. 

Previously published work will be considered. 

Novel excerpts must stand on their own. 

Submission Guidelines: 

Submit 2 copies of your short story or stand-alone 

novel excerpt. Title and author should be on each 

page, as well as page number. Include word count 

on first page. Please submit work typed, double-

spaced, 12 pt. Times Roman, with one inch 

margins.  

Word limit: 2,500 max. (more or less, within 

reason). Shorter entries are encouraged!  

Mail to: SF/Pen CWC, P.O. Box 853, Belmont, 

CA 94002 with reading fee of $15. 

 

East of Eden Writers Conference 
Cancelled 

Our South Bay board met, considered our 
East of Eden conference situation in front of its 
various impinging effects, and voted unanimously to 
cancel. This was not a sudden decision. We have been 
watching the economic factors and their 
disappointing effect. (The loss of the venue was a 
major setback.) 

 
We certainly regret this. This conference has 

been a CWC hallmark as well as a great value to all 
that attend, and to South Bay, but... life happens. All 
registrations will be refunded in full, and contest and 
editing fees returned.  

 
We may offer a conciliatory but independent 

and smaller event, perhaps in early October.  
So there you have it. Thanks for 

understanding, and for supporting our "would-have-
been” event. 

Submitted by Dave LaRoche, Director 
East of Eden Writers Conference 

 
            

The Redwood Writer   
P.O. Box 4687 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
www.redwoodwriters.org 
Deadline is the 15th of each month 
Why I Write submissions are limited to 60 words 
 
Editor/Layout: Robin Moore 
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita J. Martin 
Copy Editor: Arlene Miller 
Copy Editor: Farrell Winter 
& special thanks to Rob Koslowsky for advice 
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Redwood Writers Branch of the California Writers Club 

in conjunction with the 

Redwood Writers 2010  Conference Announces 
                                            A WRITING CONTEST 

Theme:  "Change" 
 Open to conference registrants only 

 Word length: up to 1,500 words, fiction or nonfiction 

 12-point size, Times New Roman font style, double-spaced 

 Submission(s) must not have been previously published 

 Author’s name must not appear on submission 

 Deadline: Must be postmarked by September 18, 2010 

 Prizes: 1st Prize - $100, 2nd prize -$50, 3rd prize - $25 

 Winners will be announced during the Conference lunch and entries will be considered for 

inclusion in future Redwood Writers publications 

 Optional: A critique of your entry available upon request 
 $10.00 non-refundable entry fee must accompany each submission, up to 3 submissions for $30 

 Check or money order payable to: Redwood Writers 
 Send completed entry form, fee, and submissions(s) to:                        

Redwood Writers Prose Contest, P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
ENTRY FORM 

Name _______________________________________________________ 

 

Address _________________City ________State _____ Zip Code _______ 

 

Phone Number________________Email____________________________ 

 

List the titles of your submissions: 

 

Title No. 1_________________________________________________________ 

 

Title No. 2 ________________________________________________________ 

 

Title No. 3 ________________________________________________________ 

___ By checking this space, I grant permission for my work (if selected) to be published in the Redwood Writers newsletter 

and understand that I will retain the copyright to my work. 
 

___ I am registered for the Redwood Writers 2010 Conference 

 

___ By checking this space, I request a critique of my contest entry. 

 

Signature _______________________________________   Date ___________________ 
 

For information: www.redwoodwriters.org 
 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/


 
 

Redwood W Redwood Branch of the California Writers Club 

in conjunction with the 

               Red Redwood Writers 2010 Conference Announces 

    
A POETRY CONTEST 

 

 

 Open to the public 

 Maximum length: one page each, single spaced 

 12-point size, Times New Roman font style 

 Poem(s) must not have been previously published 

 Author’s name must not appear on poem(s) 

 Deadline:  Must be postmarked by September 18, 2010 

 Prizes: Three winning poets will be dinner guests and featured readers at the October 29th poetry 

evening 

 Winning poems will be published in a special conference newsletter 

 Contest judges:  Penelope La Montagne, Healdsburg Poet Laureate Emeritus and Gwynn O'Gara, 

Sonoma County Poet Laureate 

 

 $5.00 non-refundable entry fee for each poem, may submit up to three poems 

 Check or money order payable to:  Redwood Writers 

 Send completed entry form, fee and poem(s) to: 

Redwood Writers Poetry Contest 

P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA   95402 

 

ENTRY FORM 

 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________City ________  State________ Zip Code ________ 

Phone Number   _____________________ Email ________________________________ 

 List the titles of the poem(s) you are submitting below: 

Title No. 1 _______________________________________________________________ 

Title No. 2 _______________________________________________________________ 

Title No. 3 _______________________________________________________________ 

_____By checking this space, I grant permission for my poem (if selected) to be published in the Redwood 

Writers newsletter and understand that I will retain the copyright to my work. 

 

Signature:  ____________________________________  Date: ______________________ 

 

For more information: www.redwoodwriters.org 
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