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 President’s Message: Another First for Redwood Writers 
   

                  By Linda Loveland Reid 
 

Redwood Writers is always looking for new ways to serve our now over 173 members.  Agents 
Day on June 6th offers a new opportunity for you and another first for our club.  
   
This will be a great chance for members to hone their “pitching” skills, an important learning 

curve for any serious writer. Jeanne Jusaitis and her capable team (Kathryn Miller, Persia Woolley, Mary Lynn Archibald, 
Robin Moore, Karen Batchelor, Elizabeth Beechwood, and mio) have put together a day with you in mind: fun, 
informative, and relaxing. 
  
What is a Pitch? My first experience with this sometimes crazed activity took place at the San Francisco Writers 
Conference, where I stood in line with 100 other wannabes like a herd of cattle, before we were let into a room with 
agents.  We pitched our book or memoir or whatever to an agent for 3 minutes before the bell rang, and then we’d find 
another agent. I pitched to three agents. One turned out to be interested in only writings of 50,000 words or less, and 
my novel was 130,000. She liked the story line, but could I cut it down? Another was looking for screen opportunities 
and didn’t get my story at all, and another listened, but no bite. This will not happen to you! 
  
A Pitch is also referred to as an “elevator speech” because it tells the scope of your piece in the same amount of time it 
might take to go up to the boss’s office in a fifty-story building. Writers need to develop this short, interesting, leave-
them-wanting-more explanation of their writing, and then be able to pitch it to an agent. Does it work? Agents come to 
these events because they know that often their next big author will appear.  
  
Join us for this exciting day, beginning with lunch and an introduction to the agents, and then two hours of 5-minute 
pitches to over 10 agents (5 minutes is a generous and sane amount of time), followed by a Wrap Dessert Party. This will 
truly be a full day of “writers helping writers.” 
  
Go on-line to www.redwoodwriters.org to check it out. Whether you are ready for an agent or not, come play and enjoy, 
while getting good practice in an area that every writer needs to know how to do. 

 
 
 
The Redwood branch of the California Writers Club will hold its 2010 Conference on 
October 30th.  Sheldon Siegel is the afternoon keynote speaker for this all-day 
conference. Cost: $150 before August 15, 2010 or $175 after. CWC members are 
eligible for a $20 discount. The conference runs from 7:30 am – 6:30 pm (including 
check-in from 7:30 - 8:15am), at the Flamingo Conference Resort in Santa Rosa. 
There will also be a special Poetry Night with dinner on the 29th from 5:30 - 9:30 pm 
at the same location, only $35 more. For more information 
see www.redwoodwriters.org. 
 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/


June 16th – Redwood Writers Meeting   2:30-5 p.m. 

 Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa –   Courtyard Rooms #1 & 2 
2777 Fourth Street, Santa Rosa, CA. Ph: 707-545-8530 

We ask for a $5 fee from members and $8 from non-members to cover the costs of the meeting. 
Election of Officers for Redwood Writers will take place at the June meeting. 

 
Our speaker will be Cara Black who is consumed by two things: murder and Paris. Every one of the 
San Francisco writer's mystery novels takes place in the City of Light, each in one of the city's very 
different neighborhoods. Her latest, Murder in the Latin Quarter, came out this spring, and she has 

already gone back to Paris to scout out her next mystery. 
From Cara's website: 

  Cara Black frequents a Paris little known outside the beaten tourist track. A Paris she discovers on research trips 
and interviews with French police, private detectives and café owners. She lives in San Francisco with her husband, a 
bookseller, and their teenage son. She is a San Francisco Library Laureate and a member of the Paris Sociéte Historique 
in the Marais. Her nationally bestselling and award nominated Aimée Leduc Investigation series has been translated into 
French, Spanish, Italian, Japanese and Hebrew. She's included in the GREAT WOMEN MYSTERY WRITERS by Elizabeth 
Lindsay 2nd edition published in the UK. Her first three novels in the series MURDER IN THE MARAIS, MURDER IN 
BELLEVILLE AN MURDER IN THE SENTIER - nominated for an Anthony Award as Best Novel - were published in the UK in 
2008 and MURDER IN THE LATIN QUARTER comes out in the UK in 2010. Several of her books have been chosen as 
BookSense Picks and INDIE NEXT choice by the American Association of Independent Bookstores. The Washington Post 
listed MURDER IN THE RUE DE PARADIS in the Best Fiction Choices of 2008. MURDER IN THE LATIN QUARTER is a finalist 
for Best Novel Award from the NCIBA Northern California Independent Booksellers Association. 

 She is currently working on the next book in the Aimée Leduc series. 

 
Announcement from Nominating Committee for Redwood Writers, 2010 

Chair: Kate Farrell, Members: Ana Manwaring and Karen Batchelor 

According to the Redwood Branch Bylaws, “the slate of officers shall be presented at the May general meeting 

and published in the May and June branch newsletters.” 

 Elections shall be held at the June general meeting.  

 Nominations must have the consent of the nominee. 

We are pleased to announce the slate of Redwood branch officers for 2010-2011: 

President  Linda Loveland Reid 

Vice-President  Jeane Slone 

Treasurer  Carylon Alexander 

Secretary  Mary McElroy 

The election for the official slate will be held at the June 13
th

 meeting. Nominations from the floor may be 

accepted with written prior consent of the nominee. Members must be present to be elected or to vote. 

 

Redwood Salon – June 23rd 
The Redwood Salon: Under the Soft Summer Stars is Wednesday, June 23 in Healdsburg from 6:30 to 9:00 

p.m. Please RSVP to programs@redwoodwriters.org to sign up to read and to participate in the pot-luck 

committee for the event. Please invite guests. Non-members are welcome but must be the guest of a member. 

Readings are limited to 5 minutes. See you there.—Ana Manwaring 

 

 

A Glorious Tradition Returns: Join the Central Branch of the California Writers Club for Picnic Day and walks in 
Writers Memorial Grove on Sat. July 10, 2010, 2-5 p.m.  It’s a potluck event and you’ll have a chance to see 
Joaquin Miller’s home, visit Woodminster Amphitheater and The Cascades. Location: The Fire Circle at Joaquin 
Miller Park, 3594 Sanborn Dr., Oakland, CA.         See the Central Branch website for further information. 

 

http://www.carablack.com/
mailto:programs@redwoodwriters.org


Pitching to an Agent 
by Juanita J. Martin 

 

Your book is finished. You breathe a sigh of relief, but only for a moment. As writers we know the real work 
has not yet begun. We must be able to promote our books as well. Sometimes that is not easy and you may 
need help.  
 Have you thought about pitching this book to an agent? The very idea perhaps causes panic and 
exhilaration at the same time. If you haven’t pitched to an agent, now is your chance. Redwood Writers is 
having its first annual Agents Day. The event will be held Sunday, June 6th, 2010, 12-4 p.m. at the Flamingo 
Hotel, 2777 4th St., Santa Rosa, CA. 
 You can pitch your book to as many literary agents as you wish for five minutes at a time. This event is 
open only to current California Writers Club (CWC) members. It’s just $55.00. This event includes a buffet 
lunch, two hours of pitch sessions, wine, dessert, encouraging words, and networking. It is limited to 70 
participants. Registration forms are available at www.redwoodwriters.org. You can enroll by filling out the 
form and mailing it with a check payable to Redwood Writers, P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA. 95402. 
 Perhaps you have not pitched to an agent. It would be prudent to practice your strategy or you pitch 
prior to the event. Here are some tips that will help make this process successful: 

1. Never say, “Everyone loves my book.” Everyone usually means friends and family. An agent is not going 
to represent you unless they love and want your book. 

2. Never say, “This book is going to be a best seller.” No one can predict what the market is going to do. 
Too many factors, including the economy, can drive book sales up or down. 

3. Never say, “This book has never been done before.” There is probably a good reason that the book 
idea has not sold. Unless you have reliable sources, it would be hard to know what books with your 
idea have actually been published. 

Pitching your book is essentially promoting yourself. Besides the obvious snappy attire, professional attitude, 
research of potential agents is a key in landing that book deal. See if they are interested, if possible, in your 
project in the first place. In a format that resembles speed dating, it is difficult to research, but there are some 
preparatory things you can do. Have a reasonable goal for your pitch, and be prepared to tell why you wrote 
this book. You probably won’t sell your book at the pitch session, but an agent may ask to see a synopsis or 
the first chapter. 
 Start your pitch with a brief intro, with the title, length, and a description of the genre. Summarize your 
book in two lines. Be prepared to answer questions quickly and concisely. Take notes. Add more detail as 
necessary, such as hero, heroine, conflict, story line, tone characters and resolution, without giving away the 
whole book. Always leave them wanting more. 
 If an agent asks for a follow-up interview, write down the pertinent information and follow up on his 
terms. Be sure to thank agents for their time. Even if no agents are interested at the time, do not view this as a 
failure. Situations may change down the road and perhaps the agent knows someone else who might be 
interested. Keep contact information and file it away for future reference.  
 Pitching to an agent can be a great marketing and promotional venture that leads to book sales. It is 
not a guarantee. For some it can be lucrative. Susan Lyons, an award –winning romance writer, sold her first 
two books as a result of pitching to an editor. Some of these tips are borrowed from her. Muriel Rukeyser said, 
“The universe is made up of stories, not of atoms.” Stories like yours belong in books that sell. If you write 
good stories, they will sell themselves. It does not hurt to promote them also. Pitching to an agent could be 
that boost you need. 

Why I Write: I write because I am a speck, a flick of a feather, a lost filament, a wavering 

beam— molded in mystery, alive and wondering, trying to touch base, make sense, give 

utterance and yearning to say hello to the world.—Jean Wong 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/


Member in the Spotlight—Judy Frothinger                                                 
—Submitted by Una King  

Judy Frothinger is a local Sonoma County author.  She has lived in Sonoma County since 

1975. Judy is a member of Redwood Writers, as well as a member of long standing in the 

Oakmont Algonquin Roundtable (OAR). 

  Judy grew up in the little farming community of Nisland, South Dakota, where she 

was educated not only academically, but also as a community member of a small town 

heavily populated with German immigrants from Russia.   

  Steeped in these cultural roots in her formative years, Judy produced her first 

novel, A Stranger to Myself, in 2009. 

  Judy received a degree in psychology while searching for her answer to “who am I?” The child of an 

alcoholic father, she originally intended to be a counselor but ended up being a writer. Judy decided to write 

about her road to healing through love. A Stranger to Myself is based on a small fictional town called Ridley, 

steeped in the rich cultural history of Russian émigrés, during the 1950s. This was a difficult time, as it was the 

McCarthy era in the United States and people were frightened to mention their origins or backgrounds.   

 The heroine in the book is named Marka. Marka had to deal with addictions, issues with men, and 

getting straight with herself about her problems around love and being loved.  Her childhood wounds from an 

inattentive father led her to struggle with her identity.  The enduring love of her aunt and the great gypsy Ruby 

helped her to forgive and to heal. 

 Although the two main characters, Aunt Anna and Marka, were the original basis of the book, Judy had 

no outline for the book in mind; the characters developed as the story began to tell itself through Judy’s 

masterful mind and creative hand. 

  A core inspiration for Judy’s book was Kathleen Norris’s book Dakota: A Spiritual Geography.  In 

addition, Judy has found inspiration in Norris’s other books: The Cloister Walk and Amazing Grace.  Judy felt a 

personal connection with Ms. Norris because she came from Lemmon, North Dakota, a small town the same 

size as the one in which Judy had grown up. 

  Recently a new reader expressed to Judy that she especially liked the spiritual aspect of her book.   

People have expressed some of the following thoughts after reading Judy’s book:  

“It made me think about my own life when things were much simpler, but were they?”  

 “There were a lot of secrets that no one ever talked about.  Secrets that no one talks about exist in so 

many areas of life.” 

Judy is currently working on another novel. She hopes to help people through her writing.  

You can visit Judy’s website at   http://judyfrothinger.com 

The REIDS Read 
The Barking Dog Roasters is will feature Linda Loveland Reid and Harry Reid 
on June 5th. The program will be from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Barking Dog is located at 
18133 Hwy 12, Boyes Springs, CA.  

Linda Loveland Reid is president of Redwood Writers. She is a theater 
director and oil painter and graduated from SSU cum laude with two BAs in 
History and Art History. Her first novel, Touch of Magenta, was published in 
May 2009. 

Harry Reid is a Northern California architect and MIT graduate who 
studied with Frank Lloyd Wright. His plays and an opera have been performed 
in San Francisco and Sonoma County. Harry’s literary SciFi, The Connected, is 
now available. 

Both Harry and Linda are published in 95% Naked, an Anthology edited by Dan Coshnear, and Redwood Writers 
Anthology, Vintage Voices. 

There will be an open mike sessions, light refreshments, and book signing. This reading is part of the UniverSoul 
Open Mike Reading Series hosted by Juanita J. Martin. Contact Juanita for information: 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 

http://judyfrothinger.com/


Member News : 
Last November I published my first mystery, Crucial Time, a "cozy" taking place partly in 

Zimbabwe and mostly at a campus-based child care center in southern California. The 

heroine/amateur sleuth is the child care center director, Hannah Cooper. After one of the parents 

at her center is killed and his son kidnapped, she works against time to find the kidnapper before 

it's too late. 

 Sales have been steady, though not brilliant. I loved writing this book and am almost ready to begin another in 

what will be the Hannah Cooper series. Tender-hearted as I am, it's really hard for me to kill off one of the 

characters! 

 I joined Redwood Writers a year ago and have attended most, but not all, of the Sunday meetings. I always 

enjoy them and leave renewed and inspired! —Elspeth Benton 

 

I am pleased to announce that my novel, Wanting to be Jackie Kennedy, has made it to the 

semi-finals in this year's Amazon Breakthrough Novel Award competition.  I never expected 

to advance this far, and I am thrilled.  Over the years, many of you have been my 

cheerleaders, writing buddies and inspiration in writing Jackie, and I thank you for this.  Out 

of 10,000 entries there are 50 finalists in the Young Adult category and 50 in the General 

category.  Later this month, each group of 50 will be narrowed down to three, and in June, 

two Grand Prize winners will be awarded—one in each category.  

If you'd like to read the first chapter of Jackie, you can read it free on your Kindle, or download free it 

from Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Breakthrough-Novel-Award-Books/b?ie=UTF8&node=332264011.  If 

you'd like to read the reviews or review Jackie yourself, search for the book on Amazon, sign in and write your 

review, sprinkling on a few stars if you are so inclined.—Elizabeth Kern 

 
My Sonoma County lifestyle column has been accepted in the Petaluma Post. Members can pick up the current 

May issue around Petaluma and at North Light Books in Cotati, or they can go to 

www.petalumapost.com.  I'm on page 10 of the May issue:  The Loud Quiet and on page 18 of the 

April issue: Shining Moments, or How I Found Love in Petaluma. Members can also link to my 

website to find my writing at  www.anamanwaring.com. Look for the June column: Pollen Capital 

of the World.—Ana Manwaring 

 
Over the fall of 2009 I negotiated a three book contract with Sourcebooks for the re-

issuing of my King Arthur books, and just got word that Book One of The 

Guinevere Trilogy, Child of the Northern Spring will be officially released in 

November of 2010.  They also e-mailed the artwork for the cover, and I'm thrilled to 

say 'I love it!'  This publisher also has the most complete, cutting-edge, author 

supporting promotion department I've ever encountered, which is saying a lot. 

 Pretty good for a book which is already 23 years old! —Persia Woolley 

 
Member Diane H. Davis, the publisher for Davis Publishing, is happy to report the 

Mother's Day Feature, A Good, Great, Grand Mother's Day, which ran from mid-April to May 10th, sold 19 

copies. The Father's Day Feature, A Father's Natural High, has been released, and will run until June 21st. 

Information about Davis Publishing (including a list of its 25 retail outlets in Sonoma County) is available at 

www.davis-publishing.biz. 

Why I Write: I write because if I don't, my life is incomplete.  As a shy child, I hardly ever spoke.  I 

communicated through my writing.  I love to write stories.  Today, I still can relay my thoughts through writing 

much better than through speaking, but I do talk more now.  Writing gives me confidence and fills my soul. —

Julie A. Winrich 

http://www.amazon.com/Breakthrough-Novel-Award-Books/b?ie=UTF8&node=332264011
http://www.petalumapost.com/
http://www.anamanwaring.com/
http://www.davis-publishing.biz/


 

 

I went to the Poetry Reading put together by Gwynne O'Gara 

at Infusion Tea House in Sebastopol, April 30th. It was 

delightful and all three of our Poetry Contest winners were 

present thanks to Gwynne who invited them to share her 

spotlight. 

It was a lovely evening of poetry.—Linda Reid 

Names of those in the photo, left to right: 

Crystal Ockenfuss, judge Gwynne O'Gara, Ellaraine Lockie, 

and Francesca Gonnella. 

(Crystal was 2nd place, Ellaraine was 1st place, and Francesca     

was 3rd.) 

 
Why I Write: 

Do You Need to Be Mad to Be a Poet? 

Neruda knows me so well 

And I never met the man 

Poets' imaginations have to be loose 

So they can write what they can 

  

I always have work in progress 

Paper and pen wherever I go 

Sometimes worth sharing sometimes not 

I write for myself not always for show 

—Tom Mariani 

 
My poem Leaf Brigade will be published in the Marin Poetry Center Anthology, 2010. The anthology will be 

available soon.—Juanita J. Martin 

 
My manuscript, called Angel, finaled in the Duel on the Delta Romance Writers contest, and will now get an 

automatic read by an editor. I wrote about my search for the hero character in the Vintage Voices anthology last  

year. My Brazilian painter, Daniel, was based on the "look" of the talented actor Rodrigo Santoro. 

 

This is the second time Angel has been a finalist. The book is a paranormal romance, and some of you have 

listened to me read excerpts at open readings. 

 

My full manuscript was requested last summer by Harlequin/MIRA, and I have been emailing the editor there 

without a response. I emailed her again, told her about the final, and asked if she would like me  

to resend the newest version. She got back to me within 10 minutes and said yes, she looked forward to reading 

it. — Sharon Hamilton 

 
Why I Write: I write because I must and, happily, because I can.  Words bubble up into my head and transport 

me to another place, complete with people to get to know and scenery to describe. The experience puts a smile 

on my face and a groove in my day. Upon return from planet "write," I’m always amazed at how long I’ve been 

away.—Patrice Garrett 

 
Why I Write: Writing is a very chocolate experience—Jeanne McElvaney 

From poet Pablo Neruda’s 
MEMOIRS translated 1976….”I’ll 
say madness, a certain kind of 
madness, often goes hand in hand 
with poetry. It would be very 
difficult for predominantly rational 
people to be poets, and perhaps just 
as difficult for poets to be 
rational.”—submitted by Tom  
Mariani 
 



RWC Web Team Training 
A little rain couldn’t keep our diligent volunteers from training for an exciting project. RW President Linda Reid 

hosted the Web Team Training on April 27th at her house in Penngrove.  
Our team consists of: Thonie Hevron, Linda Reid, Laura Blatt, Kate Farrell, Linda Lee, Elaine Maikovska, Mary 

McElroy, Robin Moore and Jeanne Miller. Each team member is responsible for a section of the website using 
WordPress technology. 

The class was conducted by our new webmaster, Linda Lee from AskMePc, her own website design company. 
We worked all morning on our laptops with Linda Lee, along with assistance from our own Kate Farrell. Our mission was 
to learn to manage our RWC site by splitting up the jobs so the work is not a burden to just one person. Yours truly is 
working on the Conference and boy, did I need this training!  

Linda Lee is also available to help create websites for RWC members. She has an extensive background working 
with authors, literary groups and clubs. Contact her at www.askmepc.com for further info. 
Be sure to check out the RWC site to view the fruits of our labors.—Thonie Hevron 
 

Editor’s note: Since the photo was taken, I have resigned from the Web Team. Publishing the regular edition of the 
newsletter takes many hours each month, not leaving me time to be on the website team. If you are interested in 
helping out the new Web Team, please talk to Kate Farrell.—Robin Moore 

  
             Web Team members and positions: 

       Front row, left to right: 
       Robin Moore.....Newsletter 
       Thonie Hevron....Writers Conference 
       Linda Reid....RW President and rover 
       Laura Blatt...Contests 
       Kate Farrell....Web Editor 
       Linda Lee...Webmaster 
       Back row: Elaine Maikovska...Events/Activities 
       Mary McElroy....Blog Editor and Writers Resources 
       Not present in photo:  Jeanne Miller....Publications &    
Products    
 

 

 Linda Lee, founder of AskMePC-WebDesign and Smart Women Stupid Computers, loves empowering 
her clients with beautiful websites that fit their needs and accomplish their goals. Linda is a much 
sought-after Cyberspace Coach--her clients include authors, Women's National Book Association, 
California Writers Club, Soroptimists International, and entrepreneurs in dozens of fields.  She is a 
popular presenter at conferences, including the San Francisco Writers Conference, and has been a guest 
on shows, including View from the Bay. More about Linda Lee at:  http://askmepc-webdesign.com/  

 
Hello Redwood Writers,  
 As part of the new Redwood Writers Website Committee, I'm managing the Events and Activities page of the 
brand new Redwood Writers Website. I'm happy to post all of your events if you are a member, and will do so if you 
provide me with the following information to events@redwoodwriters.org: 

 Basic:  Time, place, description --  no more than 50 words with link for more info 
 Optional:  jpg file no larger than 300 pixels 

Please give me several weeks notice, if possible. With our new website functioning in this way, we will all 

enjoy the added benefit of belonging to this fabulous "writer's go to" organization. We are now able to readily 

publicize our own writing-related events, such as book signings, readings, and workshops.  

Take a look at the new website, and you will see how great it is turning out. Keep Writing! — Elaine 

Maikovska 

http://www.askmepc.com/
http://askmepc-webdesign.com/
/mc/compose?to=events@redwoodwriters.org


Amazon, Apple, and their Designs on Publishing 
—Submitted by R.K. Koslowsky 

 

 My daughter’s boyfriend owns an Amazon Kindle, an e-reader device used to read books on a screen instead of 
bending open a book and flipping page after page to read the whole story. Many of my colleagues waited on the Apple 
iPad and now they’re snapping them up to read their e-books and much more. 
 Maybe it’s true that the iPod is to the music industry as the e-Reader, such as Kindle and now the iPad, is to the 
publishing world. It’s apparent that traditional publishing is on the decline. Newspapers and magazines are going out of 
business due to fewer readers and the loss of advertisers. Traditional book publishers are also losing readers to more 
video-enabled fare on the Internet and can’t stem the tide of high quality self-published books and podcasts of great 
books. Their declining fortunes now rely on high-priced blockbusters, franchise publications, and tell-all books. In spite 
of all the publishers’ efforts, the publishing business continues to decline. 

Maybe Apple’s iPad puts the sizzle on the idea of Amazon’s e-reader. Indeed, Amazon’s initial idea has merit, as 
publishers are actively looking for a device that supports e-publication smartly, but without losing money. Barnes and 
Noble has found limited success with their Nook e-reader. Publishers need such a device that is cool to use and supports 
functions from discovery of a publication to its subscription, from delivery of reading material to its interactive 
presentation.  Apple can do this, where Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and others have failed. 
 Look for the stories of the future to not only be good, but also to be easier to access at less cost, and look good. 
Apple may have just saved the e-reader business. Hey, “there’s an App for that.” 

Editor’s Note: This article is an excerpt from the June 2010 edition of his monthly newsletter, A World 
Perspective. 

 

SmartiBook: An eBook that is a smart phone app 
 

Now… an offer from Unlimited Publishing for all 
current CWC members! 

A Benefit to CWC Members 
Have you wanted to publish your manuscript as an 
eBook but were put off by the technical issues of 
formatting and uploading?  
 
Have you wondered just who was the best eBook 

developer and if your electronic work would be pirated? 
 
Have you been confused by the eReaders like the Kindle, Sony reader and encrypted online files? 
Now…here is a FREE opportunity to test the eBook market and bypass many technical concerns. In a matter of weeks, 
your book will become an Apple app and sold on the Apple app store through iTunes. Because it will be its own app, the 
software to read the book is part of the book. The “reader” for the book will be the Apple iPhone, iPad, iTouch and other 
smart phones, like the Blackberry. 
 
The process is simple: 

 upload your manuscript to a website through Unlimited Publishing and fill in the blanks with text, author, book 
information, blurbs, graphics 

 provide the cover image 

 retain all rights and set your own price 

 CWC members enter an affiliate code to receive 35% royalty (instead of 30%) 

 CWC organization will receive 1% proceeds of sales 
 developer will format your MS and contact you directly over production period of 2-3 weeks 

 book will be released in Apple app store 
Interested?  For more information and to participate, go to this website: 

http://www.unlimitedpublishing.com/cwc 
Disclaimer: The CWC Board is occasionally approached by vendors with offers that are of benefit to members, but they do not warranty 
or endorse any such offer.      —Submitted by Kate Farrell 

http://www.unlimitedpublishing.com/cwc


Edit, Revise, Re-write  
by Karen Batchelor 

When most people think of editing, they see visions of commas, periods, capital letters, and misspelled words. 

That is part of it—the final part, and a very important step in polishing your manuscript. However, there is 

another, sometimes overlooked piece in the editing process—revision and re-writing.  

 Shelley Singer, author of thirteen traditionally-published novels and dozens of essays, short stories and 

newspaper articles, often says, “A great writer needs a good editor. And a good writer needs a great editor.” In 

fact, the more we write and publish, the more we realize the importance of a good or great editor. 

  

What can an editor do for the writer?  

1.  An editor might tell you that you are missing a hook, that you have started with too much back 

story, that a character is flat. She can also tell you what works well, what catches the reader’s 

interest, and where the heart of your story is. 

2. An editor might ask questions to help you determine the direction, clarity and believability of your 

story. (Why didn’t Mary take her cell phone with her? Where was the dog at this time?) The editor 

might also notice inconsistencies. (John has blue eyes on page one and green eyes on page sixteen.) 

3. The editor can also give you clues on how close you are to a publishable manuscript. It may not be 

what you want to hear, but it is important information to have. 

 

The writer is usually too close to the story to provide reliable input once it’s been re-written a dozen 

times. Family and friends may be our first readers, but they are not likely to be writing professionals, nor do 

they want to hurt your feelings. The editor provides another set of eyes, objective eyes that might be able to 

zoom in on the strengths and weaknesses of your story and give you suggestions on how to improve it. 

As Marlene Cullen says, “An editor’s job is to make the writer look good.” 

 

Lucky for Redwood Writers and our conference attendees, you will have an opportunity to work with an 

editor. For $50, you may choose the editor you want to read your manuscript—ten pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. 

font. Sign up, send your check and your manuscript by August 15. On the day of the conference, the editor of 

your choice will have read your submission and you can sit down with this editor for a 20-minute discussion. 

You can get information on what is working and what needs improvement in your story. 

Each editor will have eight 20-minutes slots available. That means we have room for only 40 

participants, first come, first-served.  Our editors this year: Ana Manwaring, Susan Bono, Dan Coshnear, 

Laurie McLean, and Jordan Rosenfeld. Their bios will be on our website soon so you can select the editor 

you would like to work with.  

 
CONFERENCE 

O          

R         Do you have a special skill or interest? Want to help with the Conference?   

N        Do you like to organize and work with people? We have just the job for you - 

E        Volunteer Coordinator.   Perks: You get to work with fabulous people and help 

R        the conference run smoothly.  Contact Marlene at mcullen@comcast.net and let's talk! 
 

The Redwood Writer     Acquisitions Editor: Juanita J. Martin 
P.O. Box 4687       Copy Editor: Arlene Miller 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95402     Copy Editor: Farrell Winter 

www.redwoodwriters.org     Editor/Layout: Robin Moore 

        & special thanks to Rob Koslowsky for advice 

Deadline is the 15
th

 of each month 

Why I Write submissions are limited to 60 words.  

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/


About eScrip 
Dear Members of Redwood Branch: 

We are pleased to announce that Redwood Writers is now enrolled in the eScrip Program! As Fundraising Chair, I 

am happy to head up this important opportunity. 

What is eScrip? 

It is a program for non-profit organizations whereby members register their credit/debit, ATM cards, so that 

Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at merchants such as Olivers, Sonoma Market, Glen 

Ellen Market, Petaluma Market, Round Table Pizza, Macy’s etc. (see list of stores on eScrip.com, “About the Program”) 

This does not cost you, the customer anything. Once you are signed up, and you shop at one of the merchants that 

are in the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be automatic. These merchants have agreed to donate to 

help non-profits. The money is waiting for us to claim!   

How to sign up? 

It is simple: 

 Go to eScrip.com 

 Click “About the Program,” on the blue bar 

 Click “Sign Up “ on the blue bar 

 Enter “California Writers” for group name and follow the remaining prompts. 

 Please be sure to give a password that you will remember when you exit, as you will need it to re-enter the site if 

you change a credit card or a credit card expires. (Our ID# is 500024196). 

We can help you sign up! 

 If you prefer, you may get registered during our membership meetings.  

I will be there with a computer and will help you register. Please bring your credit cards—this all takes— just a few 

minutes. 

Another important feature of this program is their online mall. You can earn up to 8.4%! of your expenditures at places 

like Amazon, Toys R Us, Apple, Macy’s, Drugstore.com; Eddie Bauer, Sears, JC Penny, Best Buy, Nordstrom, Barnes 

and Noble, wireless AT & T, Petco, and Quickbooks. So be sure to buy through eScrip—it really takes zero time or effort. 

Here is an easy, painless way to support our club, something all of us can do without spending any additional 

money!  

Please call or email us if you have any questions.  

Together lets support the many benefits provided to us through Redwood Writers Club. 

Sincerely, 

Jean Wong       Linda Loveland Reid 

Fundraiser Co-coordinator      President of Redwood Writers 

707-833-1124       707-664-1542 

marcjeanhw@comcast.net     lindareid100@sbcglobal.net 

 

Writers Forum of Petaluma proudly presents Carolyn Jewel on Thursday, June 17, 2010, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma  -  $15 at the door 

 Fitness for Fiction -- Getting Your Novel Finished and into Shape 

 

A discussion of strategies and methods that can help you get your novel finished and then polished. There isn't a right  

way, just the way that's right for you. Are you a plotter or a pantser, or something in between? Do you need a structured 

approach to your writing, or could that be keeping you from getting your novel done?  At the end of the workshop you'll 

have learned about methods that working authors use to finish and polish a novel (there are a LOT of ways) and strategies 

for finding out what will work for you and YOUR novel. We'll also talk about what to do when you're done with your 

novel, including finding an agent, targeting publishers, and writing a query letter and synopsis. 

 

Carolyn Jewel is the author of twelve novels. She is a seat-of-the-pants writer with an M.A. in English. Currently, she 

writes historical romance for Penguin Putnam's Berkley Sensation imprint and Paranormal romance for Grand Central 

Publishing's Forever line, but she has also written for St. Martin's Press, Dorchester Publishing, and Harper-Collins. Her 

historical romance, Scandal, and her paranormal romance, My Forbidden Desire, were finalists in Romance Writers of 

America's RITA award for best romances of 2009. 

  

Carolyn’s website:  http://www.carolynjewel.com     For more information: www.thewritespot.us 

Marlene - mcullen@comcast.net  

http://www.carolynjewel.com/
http://www.thewritespot.us/
mailto:mcullen@comcast.net


Announcements for Redwood Writers: 
 

Jumpstart Into Writing: 

Ready to start a new season of writing? Join the Jumpstart Freewriting Group, where creative sparks are used as 
jumping-off points to encourage and inspire writing. This writing workshop is for your enjoyment and can lead to writing 
short stories, novels, memoirs, personal essays, and poems, facilitated by Marlene Cullen. 

Bring a notebook and a fast-moving pen as we travel on a journey of exploration and deep writing through 
inspirational prompts. 

Tuesdays, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.     4 weeks $60 (Petaluma residents); $65 (non-residents)           June 1 - June 22 
Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd.,  Petaluma, CA 

Register online:   http://activenet6.active.com/petalumarec/ Register in person at the Petaluma Community Center. 
For more information: www.thewritespot.us              Contact  Marlene: mcullen@comcast.net 

 

Creative Writing Class with Ana Manwaring – Napa Valley College, Upper Valley Campus 
1088 College Ave., St. Helena 707-967-2900 

Next session: June 3- July 22-- 8 sessions $100 
The Second Step Workshops (8 week sessions) Sundays in Penngrove 4:00-6:00 pm 
PenGrove Revision Workshops   On-going facilitated revision groups for long fiction.  

Email for info. 
ana@anamanwaring.com    www.anamanwaring.com     415-827-1468 

 
Catharine Bramkamp is holding a class – Write Your Novel This Year! 

June 10, 17 and 24th  6 PM to 8 PM 
At the Sitting Room in Cotati 

 Participants at all stages of their writing efforts are welcome from beginner to blocked 
professional.   

 Catharine Bramkamp is a professional writer and college professor. She is a successful 
writing coach and author. Her most recent book is Don’t Write Like You Talk, a Smart Girl’s Guide to Writing and Editing 
(2010, 3L Publishing)  $49.99 for the three classes. 
 

Quick Start Writing Workshops by Pat Tyler 
Rohnert Park Community Center - Thursday mornings - Sept to June - 9:30 to 11:30 - A fun, safe place to get that story 

started. Bring your pen, notebook, ready smile and passion for listening. 
EDITING WITH PUBLICATION IN MIND by appointment 

For more information: www.writetoday.net - pat.tyler@att.net - 707-696-9640 

  

 

 

     
Here’s an open invitation to the Mendocino Coast 

Writers Conference: 
The dates are July 29-31, with some free 
excursions offered on Sunday, August 1. 

The deadline for regular registration is June 15. 
After that date we charge a late fee, but accept 
registrations right up to opening day. For details 

check http://www.mcwc.org. 

—Submitted by Maureen Eppstein 

http://activenet6.active.com/petalumarec/
http://www.thewritespot.us/
/mc/compose?to=mcullen@comcast.net
mailto:ana@anamanwaring.com
http://www.anamanwaring.com/
http://www.mcwc.org/


Membership Renewal: 
By Linda McCabe 

Hello everyone!  I wanted 
to remind everyone that our 
membership year runs from July 
1st until June 30th. 

We have had a 
tremendous year for membership 
recruitment, and now I hope we 
have a strong membership 
renewal drive. You may now 
renew online via Pay Pal. 
Members who’ve renewed by 
June 30th will be eligible for a 
drawing at the July 11th 
meeting— where we’ll pick a 
winner of a new Epson Printer and 
winners of other prizes. 

Otherwise, please print 
out a copy of the renewal form 
with this newsletter and mail your 
check to the PO Box.  I am asking 
that you verify your address and 
contact information to assist in 
the production of another roster.  
Anyone who is an Associate 
member who has had a book 
published, a play produced or has 
had publication of three pieces 
(e.g. articles, opinion pieces, 
poems, contest wins) in the last 
ten years should contact me to 
see if you qualify to change your 
membership status to Active. 

After July 1st those who 
have not renewed will still be on 
our mailing list for a limited grace 
period, but you will not be 
considered a member in good 
standing to benefit from discounts 
to our upcoming conference, 
meetings or contests.  Therefore, I 
urge everyone to renew today!  

Here is a list of our many 
new members who joined 
Redwood Writers in the last year.   
(I hope I didn’t miss anyone, 
apologies if I did.) 
 
John Abbott 
Sarah Amador 
Joan Audette 

Stephen Bakalyar 
Sandy Baker 
Cynthia Helen Beecher 
Elizabeth Beechwood 
Elspeth Benton 
Jerry Berkowitz 
Cheryl Berry 
Laura Blatt 
Jan Boddie   
Abby Lynn Bogomolny 
Ellen Boneparth 
J.R. Brady 
Charlene Bunas 
Phyllis Butland 
Karin Cheuvront 
Patricia Citaku 
Fran Claggett 
Donn Clark 
Patricia Volonakis Davis 
Arletta Dawdy 
Rita DeAngelis 
Stacey Dennick 
Kelly Dale Drake 
Deidree Edsberg 
Jean Eilerman 
Stefanie Freele 
Judy Frothinger 
Patrice Garrett 
Claire Golding 
Matthew Gollub 
Shotsie Gorman 
Jana Gullick  
Chlele Gummer 
Osha Hayden 
Lenore Hirsch 
Jonathon Royce Holtz 
Carol Hoorn 
Alicia Hugg 
Christina Julian 
Jeanne Jusaitis 
Elizabeth Kern 
Una King 
Chris Kostoff 
Gail Larrick 
Rob Loughran 
J.S. MacLean 
Cerissa MacNichols 
Michael Madigan  
Sara Malone 
Charles Markee 
Hank Mattimore 
Lillian Mattimore 
Mary McElroy 

Jeanne McElvaney  
Amanda McTigue 
Tricia McWhorter 
Dave Mechling 
Arlene Miller 
Kathryn Mehl Miller 
Barbara Moehring 
Jamie Moore 
Brook Nestor 
Ron Pasquariello 
Mark Piper 
Pamela Pizzamenti 
Zara Raab 
Joe Reif 
Sandra Rimkeit 
Helen Sedwick 
Susan Seitz   
Mark Sloan, M.D. 
Mark Smith 
Susanna Solomon  
Keith Stengl 
Ransom Stephens 
Karen Stern 
Iris Stewart  
Carl Sutter  
Patsy Ann Taylor 
Reverend Mary True 
Marjorie van Dorp 
Elizabeth Van Patten  
Christine Walker 
Ken Weaver 
Theodore Weales 
Julie Winrich 
Jack Withington   
 

Life Membership Discount 

In honor of the Centenial of 
California Writers Club, Life 

Membership is being offered 
at a discounted price. 

The regular cost of life 

membership is $675. 

The centennial rate is 
$599. 

Life memberships are an 
option for existing Active 

Status members only.  
Offer will expire on June 30, 

2010. 

 



 
 

Redwood Branch of the California Writers Club 

Membership Renewal Form 2010-2011 (July 1
st
, 2010-June 30

th
 1011) 

 

Name________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City and Zip code ______________________________________ 

Phone number_________________________________________ 

Email address _________________________________________ 

Website and/or blog____________________________________ 

 

____$45 annual renewal is enclosed for Active, Associate or Supporting 

memberships. 

____I have sufficient publications to change from Associate to 

Active membership.  Here is a list of 3 publications in the last ten years 

of books, magazine articles, poems, production of plays, literary awards, 

etc. as well as their dates and any other pertinent information. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____ I wish to change from Supporting to Associate or Active.  

Attached please find writing sample. 

_____$15 for Student membership (age 8-22 or older with proof of full 

time enrollment) 

____$15 annual renewal for Emeritus membership 

____$25 Patron Membership Renewal 

____$20 Joint Membership.  I am a member of the __________branch. 

____$599 Lifetime Membership Centennial Special (Open to Active 

Members only) after July 1
st
 the rate returns to $675. 

____ (Opt-out option) Please withhold my listing from the published 

roster. 

Mail check and form to: 

Membership Redwood Writers, PO Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

Or use Paypal online at our website www.redwoodwriters.org and email the 

above information to:  membership@redwoodwriters.org 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/

