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Remembering Tom Cox, an Inveterate 

Poet and Incurable Flirt 
by Linda C. McCabe 

 

 
I was saddened to learn from Karen 

Batchelor that longtime CWC member Tom Cox 

recently passed away. Tom was one of the first 

people I met when I joined Redwood Writers. 

His warmth and flirtatious ways helped 

welcome me in the club. He lived in Marin 

County and originally joined Redwood Writers, 

but when the Marin Branch was founded he 

became a member there. Tom was a 

multifaceted writer as he wrote poetry, novellas, 

articles, and short stories.  

His short story "Dream Churl" appeared in 

our 2010 edition of Vintage Voices: Words 

Poured Out. In that edition, his bio read thusly:  

"Thomas Cox was born in South Carolina before 

records were kept. Over the years, he was 

published in numerous literary journals. His 

work has been included in Zyzzyva, Outrider, 

Lynx Eye, Zoetrope, Amelia, Kiss Anthology, 

Apple Story Anthology, and various quarterlies. 

In the last few years, Tom didn't come to 

many of our meetings, but he still wanted to 

support our branch with a joint membership. He 

was a true Southern gentleman, and I will miss 

his ready smile and winks. 
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REDWOOD WRITERS  

OCTOBER SALON 
 

A Harvest of Stories 
 

Date:     Saturday, October 20, 2012 

Time:    3:00 - 6:00 p.m.  

Place:    Cloverdale, California 
 

RSVP to Sher Gamard for registration, readings, directions, 

and food for our potluck dinner. gmard@redshift.com.    

Spend a wonderful day in the Sonoma countryside! Bring 

your stories and poems to share. All members are welcome. 
 



The Redwood Writer   2 

 

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
  

The House on Bamboo Ridge 

Elaine Webster 

 
A simple sign welcomes. Enter through the garden gate. A gentle breeze 

wafts rose scents over a short path as we find ourselves in a pedicured garden. 

Friends linger under awning shade.  

More arrive carrying plates of gourmet decadence, wine, and homemade pies. I feel warmth reminiscent 

of home. Laughter and small talk, giggles and gaggles, whispers and loud announcements—they’re all here 

at the House on Bamboo Ridge.  

We settle in the shade of a gazebo, opening our afternoon August poetry salon. Not everyone reads 

poetry, but the themes are upbeat, if not outright funny. Of course Deborah Taylor-French’s home and 

garden are not on a ridge, although there is newly planted bamboo along a fence. Jean Wong’s reading in 

Hawaiian accented Pidgin English from the Bamboo Ridge Anthology wraps us in a tropical atmosphere. 

Soon she has us in stitches, imagining island children trying to pronounce the English word “three” as they 

blurt out insistently, “Tree…tree, tree, tree, tree”—well you had to be there.  

Margaret Raymond reminded us that it’s more fun to be a werewolf than a human. Linda Loveland Reid 

battled renegade daisies in her garden wall. Dan Coshnear had us looking over our shoulders for Internet 

high-tech spies. Susanna Solomon, much to our delight, brought Mildred along. Jan Boddie searched for 

spare change in San Francisco. Kathryn Miller complained of old age with a twinkle. Steve Bakalyar 

brought warm, wet doggie kisses. Michelle Wing fed the wild things as Susan Littlefield beamed with 

delight. Cigarette smoke permeated Robert Shafer’s childhood home, leaving us wondering how in the world 

he survived. Harry Reid sang of the blue, white and red while Lee Stein kept time. Tauno took us to Vietnam 

War protest days and ultimate sacrifices—as did Deborah as she read from Robert Bly. Sher Gamard and I 

favored the mystic Rumi. I threw in some meditative humor of my own. Then to the side of our circle, I 

heard the whispers of Juanita Martin—a brave soul who suffered stop and go traffic for two hours to be with 

us. She has many challenges these days. None has dimmed her ability to write exquisite rhyme.   

When the readings finish, we agree, we want to hear our members’ poetry more often. Each issue of the 

Redwood Writer has a page entitled the Poetry Place where short poems are welcome. Send in your ideas 

about how we as a club could make the poet in your heart flourish. Would you sign up for a workshop? 

Should we publish a chapbook, or hold poetry open mics under the stars? Do members want to form a 

committee to bring poetry to the forefront more frequently? Write to me. I welcome your poetic musings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join us as we celebrate the moment every writer dreams of — the publication of the book he or she has 

been working on for long, sometimes grueling, sometimes delightful, hours. Twelve of our members 

proudly bring forward their literary efforts. We invite you to revel in their successes and be inspired to 

keep working on your own masterpieces! 

 

Guests   are   admitted   free   to   this   event. If you have ever wanted to check out Redwood 

Writers, this is a perfect opportunity. Member fee is $5. 
 

See all the Redwood Writer authors 

and more details on page 5!   
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Christina Julian 

 
By Amber Lea Starfire  

 

In elementary and junior high school, Christina 

Julian loved creative writing, but not the classes and 

grammar teachers that stifled creativity. It wasn’t 

until she started working in advertising that she 

rediscovered her creative side. Over time, she made 

the transition to creative marketing. Then, four 

years ago, she decided to make the leap to writing 

full-time, quitting her job and moving to Calistoga 

from Southern California. “It was all, or nothing,” 

Christina says. She began by writing essays and 

soon realized that her writing voice had a sense of 

humor. 

A year ago, Christina set two goals: to get a 

column and to sell her novel, Dear God, Can I Fire 

My Family?—“a comedic romp navigating romantic 

relationships and family dynamics in funny and 

sometimes heartbreaking ways.” She’s still working 

on selling the novel, but Christina is well on her 

way to a successful freelance writing career. She 

publishes a monthly column in NorthBay Biz 

Magazine, as well as feature articles on wine, food, 

entertainment, and art-related topics in the 

Bohemian, NorthBay Biz, California Home Design, 

and 7x7.  

Her success, Christina says, started with her 

blog, WackyWineSense: “My first posts, in the 

form of articles were about a well-known 

winemaker, which led to published articles about 

him for local newspapers and magazines. One thing 

led to the next. Blogging about a well-known 

subject was my launching pad.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other factors contributing to Christina’s 

success are persistence, consistency, established 

work hours, and a structured approach to 

freelancing. “I came from the corporate sector and 

was used to a regular eight-hour workday. I 

adopted the same schedule in my freelance life.” 

According to Christina, pitching and getting 

published is a numbers game: it’s not unusual to 

send out 20-30 pitches for every response she 

receives. Also, she emphasizes the importance of 

analyzing target publications to know which types 

of articles they accept from freelancers and who the 

editors are.  

“Any win is a win worth celebrating, no matter 

how small,” she says. “I celebrate any response, 

even the negative ones. Recently, I wrote an article 

for a new section, in Napa Valley Life magazine 

(Mischievous Ink), which is being promoted 

through a live video stream by ToutSuite.”  
For the future, Christina would like to focus 

more on writing fiction. “I feel that’s my strength, 

though I’ve come to enjoy journalistic writing 

because I get to meet a lot of interesting people,” 

Christina says. “I have a snarky, funny style. This 

is the type of writing I most enjoy.” In nonfiction, 

she’d like the opportunity to publish more creative, 

voice-based works, such as opinion pieces and 

essays. 

Married this June, Christina and her new 

husband traveled to Spain for their honeymoon, 

which should provide a wealth of new topics to 

write about. 

Seeing her byline in print is Christina Julian’s 

inspiration to keep writing and pitching ideas. “It’s 

an excitement that never wears off.”  

For more about Christina Julian and her 

freelance work, visit ChristinaJulian.com and 

wackywinesense.blogspot.com.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I write because it’s necessary in my daily life 

like breathing and sleeping. It’s a way to 

communicate with people I will never meet. 

That’s an interesting concept to me, almost like 

putting a message in a bottle. Someone, 

somewhere, may pick up my story and read it. 

And the best reason for writing—when 

someone whose opinion you value says, “Good 

book. I enjoyed it.” –Carol A. Collier  

http://wackywinesense.blogspot.com/
http://christinajulian.com/
http://wackywinesense.blogspot.com/
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the 

newsletter.  Each month a poem or two will 

be selected to be printed in the newsletter. 

Poems will be chosen based on the space 

available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 

point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems 

work best. Send poems as a Word document 

and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions 

Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 of 

the month to be included in the following 

month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

A Seagull Flight of Imagination 

—Nancy Cavers Dougherty 
 

Shadow of wings play upon frothy green waters 

Beneath Pacifica Pier 

As I survey coastline, wind whipping, small shapes of people, 

Whoever heard of a concrete pier—sixties constructivists 

Working overtime 

Fishermen too, for their Dungeness 

 

So many fronts to worry about today— 

Deadlines, cold of incoming fog, dinner 

If distant coast line is the object of certainty 

Its faint contour offers no solace 

Just the monotony of waves, the soft rush 

Of gathering curls is certain 

 

The wind ruffles up my hair and thoughts 

Beauty can be stark, so stark that it echoes and swims within— 

I am the crash of waves, red-sneakered kid with stick 

“You don’t catch nothing that corner,” fishermen talking 

 

Wail of the Werewolf 
—Sue Finan 

 

I need a ghoul friend to take to the dance, 

someone with spirit to share a romance. 

Witchy’s too busy with spells for her craft, 

That batty Fran Pire said, “Bit me!” and laughed. 

Ghost Lee keeps fading, and that drives me nuts; 

Skeleton’s daughter does not have the guts. 

Frankenstein’s girl doesn’t spark my desire; 

Jackie O’Lantern just makes me perspire. 

Zombie’s a dream, but she’s still in a trance; 

So what gorgeous ghoul can I take to the dance?  

Why I Write 
-Jennie Frost Butler 

(with thanks to Janis Flores) 

 

My mind’s a word factory, 

idea machines always on, 

mixing up quirky alphabet soup. 

Forget yesterday’s marketing 

of books like cans of beans, 

today’s ebooks, publish-on-demand. 

Mind cooks emergency rations of 

writing. which, if canned, would fill 

cupboards to overflowing, while I long 

for labels so appealing no wordy staple 

could outlast its use-by/sell-by date 
 

I write to offer information and insight into the human condition, in the hope of transforming, healing 

and perhaps enlightening. I hope that my current project (a novel currently titled “Pauline’s Legacy”) will 

offer a new perspective through the eyes of love.- Christina Haas  

 

Having recently finished Joseph Heller’s Catch-22, I’m awestruck by his vocabulary and thoroughly 

impressed by his ability to take ridiculous aspects of military life during wartime and expand them, using 

pantomime-like focus, into ribald humor.  Today I finished Dana Stabenow’s Though Not Dead, an 

Alaskan historical-fiction adventure story. It stands on the author’s research into Russian-Alaskan-native 

history and good writing. –Charles Markee  

 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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In the world of Search Engine Optimization 

(SEO) there is a technique used to drive people to 

distinct “parasite” pages via Google. A “parasite” 

involves posting content to a free blog, wiki article 

sites, or forums located on authority domains. This 

creates high quality backlinks and can help achieve 

higher rankings in Google, due to the trust that 

Google has placed on those domains. 

Two overlooked methods for promoting books 

on Amazon are Listmania! and So You’d Like to 

Guides. Amazon Lists and Guides are excellent 

examples of  “parasites” because of Amazon’s high 

domain authority. 

Listmania! is a list of products that you like. 

These lists can drive traffic to your book listing 

through both Amazon and Google. 

So You’d Like to Guides are more like “how to” 

tutorials. These guides allow you to promote your 

book using up to 5,000 words. Again, these guides 

rank very well in Google and will help to brand you 

as an expert or authority in your niche. 

 

Listmania! 

The first step in developing your Listmania! list 

will be to determine the best keywords to work 

with. My last book dealt with solar energy, so I 

created a list entitled “Best Solar Energy Books.” 

The next step is to add products to your list. I 

added not only my own titles, but the titles of top 

selling books in my category. I also reviewed each 

of the titles making purchase recommendations, 

suggesting that customers should consider not only 

my titles, but competing titles as well. 

After you have finished building your list, it’s 

time to get it indexed and ranked in Google. Due to 

the authority of Amazon, you will only need a 

handful of backlinks to send it soaring in the search 

engines. 
 

These lists will also help your title to be 

included in the “Customers Who Bought This Item 

Also Bought” section of competing titles. 

To set up your Listmania! list, login to your 

Amazon account, scroll down to the bottom of the 

page to the Personalization section and select Your 

Public Profile. Click on the tab labeled Lists and 

follow the instructions. Remember to use your 

keywords in the list title and in your introduction, 

however, don’t overdo it. You can view an example 

of my list at the following address: 

http://www.amazon.com/lm/R23JHOZ53HF5T6 

  

So You’d Like to Guides 
You will be working with the same keywords 

in creating your guide. First you will be asked to 

create a title. I used the keywords solar energy and 

created a Guide entitled “So You’d Like to Learn 

More about Solar Energy.” Next you will be adding 

in your content and products. Your guide can 

include a minimum of 1 and a maximum of 50 

products. Be sure to include your book titles. The 

first three products that you include will be featured 

at the top of your guide and the balance will be 

displayed at the bottom. Ideally your keyword rich 

content will provide helpful information about the 

products. 

After publishing your Guide you will need to 

backlink it for ranking in Google. 

To set up your So You’d Like to Guide, login to 

your Amazon account, scroll down to the bottom of 

the page to the Personalization section and select 

Your Public Profile. Click on the tab labeled Guides 

and follow the instructions. You can view an 

example of my guide at the following address: 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/richpub/syltguides/fullv

iew/RQQ9MOTBYNQON  
 

 

 

Promoting Your Books 

on Amazon Using Lists 

and Guides 
 

By Blake Webster  

Blake Webster is a web developer, web publisher, SEO 

consultant, internet marketer, published author, CreateSpace 

and Kindle developer. He also conducts WordPress 

workshops. This article is part of a workshop that he is 

developing. It is designed to help authors develop and 

market Kindle books that people want to read. The 

workshop will cover choosing your niche, identifying your 

target readers, researching keywords, designing a series of 

titles, outsourcing research, Kindle conversion, marketing 

within Amazon, Google SEO and more. For more 

information on workshops, contact Blake at 

blake@mediadesign-mds.com or by calling 707-836-8389. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/lm/R23JHOZ53HF5T6
http://www.amazon.com/gp/richpub/syltguides/fullview/RQQ9MOTBYNQON
http://www.amazon.com/gp/richpub/syltguides/fullview/RQQ9MOTBYNQON
mailto:blake@mediadesign-mds.com
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Date:   Sunday, October  14, 2012 

Time:  3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Place:  Flamingo Hotel , 2777 Fourth 

St. Santa Rosa, CA 95405 
 

DIANE H. DAVIS FRANCES CABALLO PATRICIA V. DAVIS 

CATHERINE FARRELL JUANITA MARTIN AMANDA MCTIGUE 

ARLENE MILLER JENNIE ORVINO DAVID RAMIREZ 

LILLITH ROGERS AMBER LEA STARFIRE  NATASHA YIM 
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1ST PLACE, JOHN HARDEN — “NEW” 

 

Visual communicator since he could hold a crayon, John Harden lists illustration, 

design, screenwriting and film direction among his marketable skills. He is a designer 

and copywriter at Armstrong Associates, a Santa Rosa-based marketing firm. John’s 

films and screenplays have won awards in contests and film festivals worldwide. See 

his work at www.johnfilms.com.    

 

2nd Place, Liz Chamberlin — “Rats” 

 

Liz Chamberlin’s work won the Maurice Prize in Fiction and has appeared in 

Storyglossia and Fourteen Hills. She has graduate degrees in Ecology and 

Creative Writing from UC Davis, and tends to write a lot of fiction that involves 

science, and especially biology, in one way or another. Hopefully, more 

“other” than “one way.” 

 

3rd Place, Dan Watkins —“The Gwladis” 

 

Dan Watkins is a writer and editor living in Sebastopol. He is a fan of science 

fiction, westerns, and whoop-de-doo literature. Visit his website at 

www.verbworks.com. Contact him at dan@verbworks.com.  

 

NEW 

By John Hardin 

 
(First Place Excerpt) 

 
When I was 69 years old, I was diagnosed with 

stage 4 pancreatic cancer. It had metastasized to my 

lung and liver, and was inoperable. The radiation 

didn’t help. On December 1st,  2012, one day before 

my 70th birthday, I died. 

That was a long time ago. 

 

They put us in a pretty nice place. An authentic 

replica of an early-21st-century house. It’s sort of 

upscale-faux-farmhouse style, a la Martha Stewart. Not 

that anyone outside of Candace and me remember 

Martha. 

Noelle did a lot of the research for the house 

herself. She made some funny mistakes. There’s an 

IBM Selectric typewriter in the study I won’t get much 

use out of. And the vinyl bean-bag chairs in the living 

room don’t really go. They’re pretty comfortable, 

though. 

I have to say I felt vaguely insulted the first time I 

saw the place. I thought they were coddling us. But 

then Noelle took us into the city for the first time. It 

wore us out. It’s still hard. I don’t understand most of 

what I’m seeing, and conversations are tricky. It’s still 

English, mostly, but I just don’t know what the hell 

people are talking about. We’re always relieved to get 

home. 

Noelle’s a historian. She’s also like our case 

worker. She makes sure we have everything we need, 

and helps us understand how things work now. Out of 

all the futures we might have woken up in, I’d say we 

did okay. No more war. Trees everywhere. And a kind 

of immortality, if you want it. 

Despite her weird clothes and haircut, I would 

consider Noelle attractive. She laughs really hard at 
                                          
                                          Continued on next page  

http://www.johnfilms.com/
http://www.verbworks.com/
mailto:dan@verbworks.com
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 my jokes, like I’m a celebrity. Candace hasn’t 

commented on it yet. I’m a little surprised. 

 

We’re basically like exhibits in a museum. There 

are tours of the house three days a week. People come 

around to ask us about cars and canned food and serial 

killers.  

I got tired of answering the questions pretty fast. 

Candace is better at it, and that suits me fine.  

“Who died first?” 

“I did. Hugh  was...12 years  later. 12 years, right 

honey?” 

(Right.) 

“So, Candace, it was your decision to be 

cryonically preserved?” 

“God no! Freezing us? That was all Hugh’s idea. I 

thought it was a waste of money! The kids thought so 

too, believe me. But when I got sick, Hugh was just so 

sad. So sad. So, I said okay.” 

“And is the future anything like what you 

imagined?” 

“I never thought much about it. I didn’t expect it 

to work.” 

 

 
I'm reading Amanda McTigue wonderful Going to 

Solace and a book about being a navy SEAL. –

Susanna Solomon  
 

I write to reach a satisfying conclusion, to try to 

voice the inexpressible, to know myself, to 

connect with others. I write to play with words, to 

thrill at their intertwined sound and meaning when 

they tumble and sort out just so. I write to live my 

life well, hoping to travel the known toward the 

unknowable. - Betsy Westing 

 

I write because it makes me crazy if I don't. –

Susanna Solomon  
 

Right now I am reading Soraya Mire’s, “The Girl 

with Three Legs”. Her story is painful, frightening 

and inspirational. -Christina Haas 
 

Yes, exactly why do I write? My shoulder aches 

from the mouse-o-metrics. My carpels are 

tunneling. The screen's a blur at 10:41 PM and my 

rear end, well I won't even mention what that feels 

like. Writers syndrome. I'll bet you're laughing, or 

smiling, or relating on some emotional level. 

Aren't you? Shared humanity-that's why I write- 

Ana Manwaring  
 

 
 

Date:   Thursdays October 18 – November 29 

Time:  1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

Place:   Napa Valley's Upper Valley Campus 

             1088 College Ave, St. Helena 

 

Register at www.napavalley.edu/commEd/ or 

by phone 707-963-2900 x1301. Section #ZCED-

2016-63471 

Many members have launched their writing 

careers from this group, as has the new Napa 

Valley Writers Club. This is a workshop for 

serious writers who want to have some fun while 

honing their craft. All genre and levels welcome.  

There's no better inspiration than a 

stimulating writing workshop coupled with a drive 

through the upper Napa Valley during the fall! Sit 

in at the first meeting of any session and see if this 

group is for you. Contact Ana at 

www.anamanwaring.com or call (415) 827-1468 

for particulars. Also, please visit our blog at 

http://anaelectures.wordpress.com for craft, 

reviews, and prompts. Watch for announcements 

of coming Sonoma County workshops, too. 

Special Bonus! On October 11 from 1:00 to 

3:00 p.m., Kay Miller will hold a workshop on 

creative non-fiction in Ana’s class. It's free and 

everyone is invited!  

 

  
the edge of your seat.  To read the article, "Five 

questions for a local crime writer,” please go to 

http://santarosa.towns.pressdemocrat.com/2012/0

8/news/five-questions-for-a-local-crime-writer/.  

–Susan Littlefield  

 

 

 

Our own Thonie Hevron was 

interviewed by Melody Karpinski 

of the Press Democrat.  Thonie 

authored Of Force or Fear, a 

thriller guaranteed to push you to  

http://www.napavalley.edu/commEd/
tel:707-963-7500
http://www.anamanwaring.com/
http://anaelectures.wordpress.com/
http://santarosa.towns.pressdemocrat.com/2012/08/news/five-questions-for-a-local-crime-writer/
http://santarosa.towns.pressdemocrat.com/2012/08/news/five-questions-for-a-local-crime-writer/
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     Out of fifty-four reviews, my latest novel The 

Beautiful Evil—a three-time award winning book— has 

35 five-star reviews. Of the remaining eighteen, six are 

one star. Okay, fine. No issues there. Here's where I have 

trouble—some of the comments by the readers about 

myself as a writer are searing. It's as if they have taken me 

into their "Red Room of Pain" (from Fifty Shades of 

Grey,) and whipped the hell out of me with a belt.  

One reviewer stated that she wasn't sure whether to 

"slap the character or the author." Really? Another said, 

"Lazy writing." Ouch! I toiled over every single word. 

The discrepancy between the five star majority ("riveting, 

well-written" and "stunning psychological thriller," for 

example) and reviews such as the negative ones I've 

mentioned, is vast.  

Which leads me to this. Instead of falling on the 

floor, pounding my fists and crying, "Why don't they love 

me?" I've turned the small group of negative (regardless of 

how barbed the knife) into great advertising. My tweets: 

"LOVE IT OR HATE IT, The Beautiful Evil is the buzz. 

REACTIONS ARE STRONG. Check the reviews! 

http://amzn.to/Jq02vK  has actually brought me more 

sales.  

Let's face it, controversy, the dark side and/or heated 

reactions sell. And just like the protagonist in Fifty Shades 

of Gray I refuse to be controlled. I choose to turn lemons 

into lemonade (excuse the one star cliché.) Almost all of 

my one-star reviewers not only finished the book but felt 

strong enough write (albeit seething) reviews. That alone 

says something. 

When I read the negative reviews for the incredibly 

poor writing in the Fifty Shades Trilogy (which I 

wholeheartedly agree with) and wonder how these books 

became such massive bestsellers, I realize this—she had 

50% one star reviews. And like everyone else, poor 

writing and all, I couldn't put it down. 
 

Fifty Shades of Reviewers 

 
Robbi Sommers Bryant  

 

 

Betsy Graziani Fasbinder  

Kathleen Willett 

Maria deLourdes Victoria 

Eloisa Ramos 

Patty Somlo 

Cora Rice 

 

Bestselling author Robbi Sommers Bryant has written five novels, 

five short story collections, and one book of poetry. Her work has 

been published in magazines in the United States and 

internationally. Her fiction and poetry can also be found in several 

anthologies and books of poetry. Bryant’s most recent book, The 

Beautiful Evil, has been a bestseller on Amazon in suspense and has 

won Best Genre Fiction: Bay Area Independent Publishers 

Association. It also received a Los Angeles Book Festival honorary 

mention, and is currently a finalist in the Kindle Book Review 

Contest. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
By Thonie Hevron 

 

Did You Know that the resource page on the 

Redwood Writers website has loads of helpful 

sites? Like: what time was sunrise in Coral Keys, 

Florida on June 15th, 1789? Or how about a Rap 

Dictionary? Lots of interesting subjects that you 

never knew existed. Check them out!  

 

Did You Know that the Redwood Writers 

website is packed with information such as 

Resources. On the homepage, top right menu bar, 

click on Resources and you'll find an array of 

helpful sites. I talked about Resources last month. 

This month, check out Agent Search, Writers' 

Associations, and Poet Resources. Online 

Communities connect you with other authors, 

POD Publishing has links for you to peruse in 

your self-publishing quest and Community will 

keep you in the local loop with North Bay writers. 

~ 
Editor’s Note- thank you to Thonie Hevron for 

the birth of the Did You Know  column.  Each 

month we will include tips about the Redwood 

Writers Website.  www.redwoodwriters.org  

I’m reading The Samurai’s Garden, The Other 

Boleyn Girl, and A Voyage Long and Strange. –

Carol A. Collier 
 

Why I Write? “Shut up Ramona! No one wants to 

hear what you have to say.” Thank you, mother, 

for those charming words of encouragement. Now 

get out of my way because the words are flowing. 

P.S.  My therapist gave me a thumbs up to write 

about you too. Sweet!- Ramona Fillman  
 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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My story “Friday Night Happy Meals” has been nominated for inclusion in a best-of-the web 

anthology for pieces published in the past year. To see my nomination, visit the Diverse 

Voices Quarterly website http://www.diversevoicesquarterly.com/2012/09/best-of-the-net-

nominations2012/. -Karen Batchelor 

I am happy to announce the publication of my fourth novel, Bokor.“ A Bokor serves the loa 

with two hands, one for good and one for evil.” Siri Thorson, graduate student of comparative 

religions and avowed agnostic, is about to meet true evil. A Haitian witch doctor moves in 

next door, bringing herbal brews, trances, and death to his enemies. The terrorized Siri can 

survive only if she accepts the world of the supernatural. - Carol A. Collier 
 

My series based on Sheriff’s Calls in the Point Reyes Light, continues to be published in local 

papers, first on paper in the Point Reyes Light, now on line on the San Anselmo Patch. A 

short story collection, based on these stories, is due out next year by Harper Davis Publishers. 

Susanna Solomon 

  

BOOK LAUNCH - SHARON PORTER MOXLEY 

Among the Silent Giants: A Young Girl’s True Adventures in a Wild Country 
 

Date:   October 10, 2012     Time:  7:00 p.m.     Place:  Copperfield’s Books, 775 Village Court, 

Santa Rosa 

 

The logging camp of Whitethorn has vanished. My house, the church, the sawmill, and the bar have 

crumbled into the earth. No sign remains of where they stood when loggers ruled the land. Only the post 

office and the grocery store are still standing; but they too are disintegrating, silent ghosts of their past glory. 

A sign posted on a redwood stump marks the spot of Whitethorn past. Soon that will be gone as well. 

Somewhere in these ruins lies my childhood–lost. Only my memoir, Among the Silent Giants: A Young 

Girl’s True Adventures in a Wild Country, now gives testimony to a long-past people, time, and place. A 

short talk, reading, treats, and raffles for Copperfield’s gift certificates will highlight the event.  

 

BOOK LAUNCH – NATASHA YIM 

Sacajawea of the Shoshone 

 

Date:   October 13, 2012      Time:  3:00 p.m.     Place:  Grace Hudson & Sun House 

Museum, 431 S Main, Ukiah, CA 

 

Natasha Yim will be celebrating the launch of her new book Sacajawea of the 

Shoshone (Goosebottom Books, 2012). Join us for a power point presentation, food and 

drink, book signing and meet Natasha and illustrator Albert Nguyen. If you live closer 

     to the Bay Area, you can come to the Goosebottom Books book launch at Reach and 

Teach bookstore in San Mateo for some Halloween fun. There will be Halloween-themed treats and drink, a 

presentation by the authors of Goosebottom Books' Fall releases: Sacajawea of the Shoshone, Njinga The 

Warrior Queen, and Horrible Hauntings. http://www.reachandteach.com/content/article.php/mixer/print.  

Check out Natasha's upcoming events at: http://www.natashayim.com/events. 

http://www.diversevoicesquarterly.com/2012/09/best-of-the-net-nominations2012/
http://www.diversevoicesquarterly.com/2012/09/best-of-the-net-nominations2012/
http://www.reachandteach.com/content/article.php/mixer/print
http://www.natashayim.com/events
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Writers Forum of Petaluma 

Presents Adair Lara on Writing Memoir 
 

Date:   October 18, 2012  

Time:  7:00 pm to 9:00 p.m. 

Place:  Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 

Price:  $15 at the door 

 

Adair Lara is a writer, teacher and author in San Francisco. A former magazine editor, she wrote a popular, 

award-winning personal column for the San Francisco Chronicle for 12 years before leaving the paper to 

write and teach full time. Her most recent book, which has become a cult favorite in the writing blogsphere, 

is Naked, Drunk and Writing: Shed Your Inhibitions and Craft a Compelling Memoir or Personal Essays 

(Ten Speed). She holds sold-out workshops in her house on writing essay and memoir and other forms of 

autobiography, and consults with authors individually, in person or long-distance. Her essays appear in 

many national magazines, and have been anthologized in dozens of textbooks. She writes a monthly column 

for www.Grandparents.com.    

 

 

October 27, 2012 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at SoCo Coffee, 1015 4th St, Santa 

Rosa. Master of Ceremonies is Farrell Winter. 

 

Join us for camaraderie and coffee or tea. Light salads, sandwiches, and 

snacks are available. Please support the SoCo Coffee venue with a 

purchase. Open Mic sign-ups start at 2:30 p.m. First come, first serve. Open 

Mic Limited to five min. per person. Contact:  Abby Bogomolny at 

ever3009@gmail.com or Robin Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net  For 

details visit our website: http://redwoodwriters.org/. 

 

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featuring Juanita Martin 

 

SCBWI North Bay Meeting 
Presents Rose Cooper 

 

When:  Thursday October 4, 2012 from 7:00 -9:00 p.m.    

Where: Sebastopol Center for the Arts, 6780 Depot Street, Sebastopol, CA 95472 

Price:  SCBWI members $10, non-members $15. 

 

Come and listen to middle-grade author and illustrator, Rose Cooper, share her success secrets. Whether 

you're a beginner or a published author, Rose will take you along her road to success, revealing the kind 

of hints that will help everyone. She'll discuss her creative process, the ways to build story, critique 

groups, what works and doesn't work, what to do with humor and tragedy, landing an agent, the 

relationship with an editor, publication and marketing. In this presentation, you will follow her from idea 

to published book, learning how you, too, can become a successful author. For more information, please 

go to http://www.scbwi.org/Regional-Chapters.aspx?R=9&sec=Events. 

http://www.grandparents.com/
mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.scbwi.org/Regional-Chapters.aspx?R=9&sec=Events
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Monday, October 8, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 

Earth is your Sweet Spot, self-help non-fiction, Ellae Elinwood  

The Courage to speak Up, self-help non-fiction, Katy Burne, MFT  

Tankhouse, historical non-fiction, Thomas Cooper   

Year of the tiger, short stories, H.B. Reid  

A place in life, memoir, Robert C. Hartstein 

 

 

 
Tuesday, October 23, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Redwood Café, 8240 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati 
 

Going to Solace, fiction, Amanda McTigue 

Correct Me if I’m Wrong, non-fiction, Arlene Miller 

Cancer Time Bomb, non-fiction, Joelle B. Burnette 

The Valley Spirit, spiritual journey, Lindsey Wei 

Beyond Self-Esteem, non-fiction, Eloisa Ramos, EFT 

 
 

 

The YWCA Sonoma County, provider of local domestic violence 

services, in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month this 

October, announces their third annual “Changing Hurt to Hope: Writers 

Speak Out Against Domestic Violence” campaign. 

One out of every four women will experience domestic violence. 

Domestic violence impacts not only the victim but children, family, 

friends and community. To bring awareness to this issue, the YWCA 

will host three nights of poetry, fiction and memoir in Sonoma County.  

The events will take place on Friday, October 12, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

at the Sebastopol Center for the Arts, 6780 Depot St. in Sebastopol; 

Thursday, October 18 at 7:00 p.m. at Sally Tomatoes in Sonoma 

Mountain Village, 1100 

 
 

Five authors will dine with the 

general public and read from 

their books  

 

Drop in or make reservations 

to sit with a particular author. 

info@jeaneslone.com 
 

Valley House Drive in Rohnert Park; and Friday, October 26 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cloverdale Arts 

Alliance’s First Street Gallery, 105 East First St. in Cloverdale. For the Rohnert Park venue, 

reservations are requested for event and food planning. Please save a seat by e-mailing 

rsvp@ywcasc.org.  

Writers from throughout the county will read their own words, responding to the theme of 

domestic violence. A representative from the YWCA will give a short talk each evening on this 

important issue, and on the services available to victims and their families. YWCA literature will also 

be on hand. 

The readings are free and open to everyone. Donations to the YWCA and its domestic violence 

programs are gladly accepted. Wine and hors d'oeuvres will be provided. 

For more information, contact Michelle Wing, coordinator of the Changing Hurt to Hope event, at 

(707) 478-1460, or go to the YWCA Sonoma County website at www.ywcasc.org.  
 

 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
mailto:rsvp@ywcasc.org
http://www.ywcasc.org/
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The deadline is 5:00 p.m. on October 15, 2012. Residents of Sonoma, Napa, Marin, Solano, Lake, 

and Mendocino counties are eligible to enter. Awards will be presented at a special ceremony at the 

December 9, 2012 Redwood Writers general membership meeting, with the following prizes:  

 First Place-Ten page manuscript critique by literary agent Karen Grencik of Red Fox Literary 

Agency (www.redfoxliterary.com) & $100 

 Second Place-$75 and a signed copy of Deborah Halverson’s Writing Young Adult Fiction for 

Dummies 

 Third Place- $25 and a signed copy of Jody Gehrman’s YA novel Babe in Boyland 

For fees and guidelines, go to the “Contests” tab at http://redwoodwriters.org. Go to page 11 for the 

first judge profile!  

 
 

When:  Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month (October 13 

and   

              27, November 10, and December 8, 2012)   

Place:   6
th

 Street Playhouse, 52 W 6th Street Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

Price:   $10.00 per session.   

Facilitated by Maureen Studer 
 

Are you an armchair playwright? Have a script all dressed up and nowhere to go? Would you like to 

have open constructive conversation about your play, scene, or ideas? 6
th

 Street Playhouse is introducing 

the Playwrights Forum where the playwrights work takes center stage. Now playwrights to have a place 

to meet and discuss their work. Commentary from other playwrights is an invaluable and essential tool in 

play development. We will discuss the scripts/ideas the authors bring and provide useful feedback about 

works in progress. Please bring up to 20 pages of the play you want to hear and duplicate copies (enough 

for all readers to have their own copy) and be ready to read aloud for others.  
 

 
Sisters Consignment Couture is hosting an evening of creative writing exploring diverse aspects of sisterhood. This 

free event will take place Friday, October 5, 2012, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Featured writers will be Marie Millard, 

Ana Manwaring, Mary Ames Mitchell, Amada McTigue and Laura McHale Holland. An open mic will follow for 

others in the community who want to share writing that addresses the theme in some way. The shop is in downtown 

Sonoma at 117 W. Napa St., Suite B. For more information, call Sisters at 933-8422.  
 

The wonderfully inspiring and creative members of the Redwood Writers tribe are cordially 

invited to the launch party for Laura McHale Holland's first flash fiction collection, The Ice Cream 

Vendor's Song. The event will be from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 3, 2012, at 

Linda and Harry Reid's studio, 1734 E. Cotati Ave., Penngrove, Calif. For directions or more 

details, please email Laura at lauramh@mac.com. Prepare to be mesmerized. 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:lauramh@mac.com
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AUTHOR SUPPORT GROUP 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, to listen to others, and to share resources and ideas. We meet in the 

Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. The goal of these 

free meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

 Process-more time, organization, methods, rejection 

 Publishing-traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 

 Research-web, magazines, books, personal contacts  

 Genre-memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 

 Critique groups-this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 
 

Project Chair: Thonie Hevron was born in San Francisco and raised in Marin County. After 

college, she worked for several California law enforcement agencies. She retired after 35 

years and uses her experience to write thrillers based on the rich and textured life of the 

people behind the badge. Read more at http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com 

 

 

Facilitator Chair: Amber Lea Starfire writes fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and is a 

freelance editor and a publisher. She has an M.A. from Stanford University in Design & 

Development of Educational Programs as well as a B.S. from University of San Francisco 

in Organizational Behavior. Her mission is to empower others to make meaning of their 

lives, achieve their creative and expressive potentials, and tell their stories, by helping 

them access their inner wisdom and creative power through the act of writing. Contact 

Amber at http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact 

 
Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website Redwoodwriters.org. To go to the online 

mall with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, and other 

stores:  

 Scroll down on the left column and click on the eScrip on-line mall link 

 Click the "Add" button at the top right, then click the "Next" button 

 Click the orange "Shop Now" button on the left 

You don't have to be a registered eScrip user and Redwood Writers gets 1 to 16% of your order from 1,000 

name brand merchants without any additional cost on your part. 
 

 

 Introduction to Art Journaling 
 

Date:   October 4, 11, 18, and October 25, 2012. 

Time:  10:00 a.m. -12:00 

Place:  Petaluma Art Center, 230 Lakeville Street, Petaluma (707) 762-5600 

Cost:   $35.00, plus a one-time $15.00 supply fee. 

Instructor: Lynda Cochran 

 

Art Journaling, also known as Visual Journaling, is a creative, visual way to express the student's intuitive 

and creative voice using imagery. A variety of art media is used (color, collage, shapes, words, drawings, 

texture, various papers); however the goal of art journaling is not about product; it is about the process of 

discovering your language of inner imagery. Art Journaling is a personal exploration for students to express 

through art what words cannot always or clearly articulate. No art experience is required. 
 

http://thoniehevron.wordpress.com/
http://www.writingthroughlife.com/contact
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Young Adult Fiction Contest 2012 
 

A Conversation with Ginny Rorby 

 
By Natasha Yim 

 
Some of us have had some inkling that we wanted to be 

writers from an early age. 

Others, like Mendocino Coast author Ginny Rorby, and 

one of the judges of the RW Young Adult Fiction Writing 

contest, stumbled upon this career path quite by chance. She 

was a flight attendant with National Airlines, then Pan Am 

for twenty-three years, and writing never even crossed her 

mind. 

A former junior College drop-out, and a terrible 

English student in High School, Ginny went back to college 

in her thirties, attending classes during the week and 

working the London flights on the weekends. She would do 

her homework in the galley with her books spread out in 

front of the ovens. Ginny received a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Biology and English from the University of Miami and 

eventually an MFA in Creative Writing from Florida 

International University. 

Here, Young Adult Fiction Writing Contest Chair 

Natasha Yim chats with Ginny about her unusual route to 

publishing, her writing process, and her involvement with 

the Mendocino Coast Writer’s Conference. 

Natasha:  You kind of stumbled upon writing by 

chance. Can you tell us a little about that and how you 

became a writer? 

Ginny:  English was my worst subject in high school, 

so becoming a writer never so much as crossed my mind 

until I was in my late thirties. In 1981, I wrote a letter to the 

owners of the dog a friend of mine found. She was young, 

skin and bones with no fur left on her body except for a 

single long patch down the back of her neck. Maggots lived 

in the open sores on her sides, her eyes were diseased and 

opaque, her head and ears were bloody from her miserable 

digging at the fleas, flies drank at the discharge from her 

eyes. I wrote her owners a letter describing how her life 

ended. Of course, I had no one to send it to, so it stayed 

folded in a pocket of my purse for a year.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

In early August 1982, I was in the offices of the Miami 

News and, while waiting for the editor, I began cleaning out 

my purse and found the letter I’d written about the dog. I 

scrawled, We Found Your Dog, at the top of the page and 

gave it to the woman who came to review the pictures I’d 

brought to show her.    

The next day an editor with the News called my home 

and left a message with my husband—a single sentence. 

“Tell her if she can write like that, we’ll publish anything 

she writes.” 

Because of that phone call, on a whim, I signed up for 

a creative writing class at the University of Miami. 

Eventually, with the encouragement of Evelyn Wilde 

Mayerson and Lester Goran, and a pat or two on the head by 

Isaac Bashevis Singer and James Michener I was, by 1985, 

committed to becoming a writer and had begun work on the 

novel that would eventually become Dolphin Sky.   

Natasha:  Why Young Adult? What is it about this 

world or point of view that interests you? 

Ginny:  I’d never heard of YA or Middle Grade as a 

genre before being proclaimed a YA/MG writer, but then I 

wasn’t part of the writing community. My agent sent 

Dolphin Sky to six editors of adult fiction, all of whom sent 

it back with the same snappy little comment, “This is not 

adult fiction.”  

DS is the story of a young girl’s friendship with a pair 

of dolphins that were kept in a freshwater pond as part of 

roadside tourist attraction in the Everglades. After that initial 

round of rejections I rewrote it, taking out the sex scene 

between her father and a visiting research biologist, and my 

agent started submitting it to editors of children’s fiction. 

Eight rejections later it finally sold.   

Natasha:  What books are you reading or that are on 

your reading list at the moment and why? 

Ginny:  I just finished reading What a Plant Knows as 

part of the ongoing research for a YA novel I’ve been 

writing based on the 1974 book, The Secret Life of Plants. 

For pleasure reading, I just finished The Guernsey Literary 

and Potato Peel Pie Society, and am about half-way through 

Longitude.  

Natasha:  Are you an outliner or a pantser (fly by the 

seat of your pants write)r? Tell us a little about your writing 

process when starting a new book.  

Ginny:  I think I’m a little of both. I really need a fully 

formed plot in my head before I start the research, then I 

crack my knuckles, wiggle my arms, shake my legs and let 

the research and the stories I pick up in the process, inform 

the track the novel takes. In The Outside Of A Horse, every 

scene is based in fact. I maintained the original concept for 

the story like the background of a painting, and then layered 

in the details.                                               
  Continued next page 
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Dolphin Sky and Hurt Go Happy both came into my 

head fully plotted, but I remained open to changing what 

didn’t work, and working in new information as it presented 

itself. As for Lost in the River of Grass, I stole the entire 

story from my husband. He’s the one who sank his airboat 

while showing off for an ex-girlfriend, and together they 

walked out of the Everglades. I did turn it into YA, so the 

school field trip to the Everglades is basically the only 

fictional part.  

Natasha:  How did you become involved with the 

Mendocino Coast Writer’s Conference?  

Ginny:  I volunteered to help find housing for 

presenters in 1996. When Marlis Broadhead who started the 

conference in 1989, moved to Oklahoma, Suzanne Byerley 

and I stepped forward. She and I ran it for the next 9 years 

until she moved to Ohio. We turned it over to Charlotte 

Gullick for a couple of years until she left to run a 

community college Creative Writing program in Austin, TX. 

Maureen Eppstein took over as director and here we are—

ready to celebrate our 24
th

 year in 2013.  

Natasha:  What writing tips would you offer aspiring 

writers of young adult fiction? 

Ginny:  Tap into your teen-aged angst. I remember 

how small my world was, and how every crisis seemed like 

something I would never get over. I have an ambylopic (a 

lazy) eye, and my greatest fear was that my mother would 

make me wear my glasses. There were no contact lens back 

then, and only nerds and geeks wore glasses, right? Every 

time I try to imagine how a kid fears ridicule, I remember 

the terror I felt every time I was called on to read in class. If 

my eyes were tired, I had to turn that eye in to see the page. 

Because I had so much trouble seeing, my grades were 

horrible, but it was more important to be popular. Telling 

you this story is looking back from my adult perspective, 

and in telling you this story I’ve written it for adults. 

Showing that kind of angst for a teen character is YA 

writing. The YA writer has to burrow back into the teen 

experience—be that kid with 13, 14, 15 years of experience 

living in the world. If you are writing from hindsight, with 

all the knowledge and worldliness you’ve acquired, you are 

writing an adult book. 

I did a one-on-one critique at this year’s writer’s 

conference. The woman was writing about an overweight 

young girl trying to lose enough weight—by scary means—

to be popular. She revealed that she had been overweight as 

a girl, and that her brother used to tease her about it—

pretend to stick her with a pin to let the fat out like air out of 

a balloon. “Is that in there?” I asked. “No,” she answered. 

My parting words to her and to all YA/MS writers: Revisit 

your pain and use it to make your story ring with 

authenticity.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
plays have been performed in venues around Northern 

California, Los Angeles, and Sydney, Australia. Her picture 

book biography, Cixi, The Dragon Empress, was released by 

Goosebottom Books (www.goosebottombooks.com) in fall 

2011. Natasha’s upcoming books, Sacajawea of the 

Shoshone (Goosebottom Books) is due out in fall 2012, and 

Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas (Charlesbridge 

Publishing) is slated for a January 2014 release. 

 

Contest Chair – Natasha Yim 

Natasha Yim is an author, freelance 

writer, and playwright. Her picture book, 

Otto’s Rainy Day (Charlesbridge 

Publishing) was a Kids’ Pick of the Lists 

selection. She has published articles in 

Highlights for Children, Appleseeds, and 

Faces  magazines,  and her  ten  minute  

To read more about Ginny’s book, Lost 

in the River of Grass, please visit 

http://www.ginnyrorby.com/Ginny_Rorb

y/Lost_in_the_River_of_Grass___Praise.

html  

New Students Class 

The Pleasure of Writing Poetry 
 

Presented by Poet Ellery Akers 

 

Date:   Sunday, November 4, 2012 

Time:  10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Place:  West Marin  

Price:   $65.00 
 

Jumpstart your poetry in this playful, supportive 

workshop. We'll do a lot of breakthrough 

exercises-- childhood memories, surrealism, 

persona-- and have fun coming up with pages of 

new material. We'll explore craft, language, 

rhythm, voice, repetition, and our relationship to 

the natural world. Limited to 12.  

For information, call (415) 561-9199 or visit:  

http://www.elleryakers.com/workshops.php 
 

I just finished David Ramirez's The C Factor. My dad 

turned me onto Cold War fiction and would have 

loved this thriller. Spare and factual, emotion and 

sentimentality are played down. There's a love affair, 

but saving the world comes first. It's "men's fiction" in 

the Tom Clancy classification. I lost sleep reading into 

the wee hours. – Ana Manwaring  

 
I enjoy creating fantasy worlds, living the life of my 

characters and synthesizing a fictional dream state in 

the minds of my readers for their entertainment. But 

most of all, I want to entice boys to read; a pursuit that 

will improve their educational achievements, their 

careers and their lives.- Charles Markee 

 
 

http://goosebottombooks.com/site/
http://redwoodwriters.org/contests/young-adult-fiction-writing-contest-2012-2/
http://www.ginnyrorby.com/Ginny_Rorby/Lost_in_the_River_of_Grass___Praise.html
http://www.ginnyrorby.com/Ginny_Rorby/Lost_in_the_River_of_Grass___Praise.html
http://www.ginnyrorby.com/Ginny_Rorby/Lost_in_the_River_of_Grass___Praise.html
http://www.elleryakers.com/workshops.php
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The Narrator's Tale:  

All about Point of View 

 

Date:  November 17, 2012 

Time: 9:30am - 1:30pm 

Place: Flamingo Conference Resort & Spa 
            2777 4

th
 Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405  

Price: $25 members, $35 non-members 

 

Presented by Ana Manwaring 

 
Redwood Writers invites you to participate in 

a workshop on the intricacies of Point of View. 

This workshop will be hands on, so come prepared 

with pen, paper, and a scene from your original 

writing, double spaced, that includes plenty of 

narration. The following topics will be covered:  

 Learn the “rules" and conventions of 

narrative voice for one or multiple points 

of view 

 Explore the differences between narrators 

in fiction and creative non-fiction 

 Narrative voice continuum 

 Point of view and narrative distance 

 Narrator and reliability 

 How to avoid the POV pitfalls.  

Learn all about point of view and choosing 

your narrator! 

Participants will work both with a partner and 

individually to hone their skills on point of view 

and narrative voice. For more information about 

this workshop and Ana Manwaring, and to sign 

up, please visit the Redwood Writers website 

http://redwoodwriters.org and click the 

“workshops” tab at the top of the page.   

 

Once registered, participants will receive a 

pre-workshop assignment. 
 

 

 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15
th

 of 

each month. Anything after this date will be saved 

for the next issue. Please email submissions to 

Susan Littlefield at editor@redwoodwriters.org 

 

The deadline for poetry is the 10
th

 of each month. 

Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 

at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-

related accomplishments only. Please write your 

news in first person in 75 words or less, and don’t 

forget to include a picture.   

 

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 

but we are flexible. 

 

Announcements for the newsletter must be 

writing related. Please include your picture and 

details about your class or event.  

 

Why I Write and What I’m Reading.  Please keep 

word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 

published as space permits. Overflow saved for 

next newsletter.  
 

Redwood Writers  

General Membership Meetings 
 

General membership meetings are held the second 

Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 

the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 

Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 

Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 

the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 

membership meeting. All members welcome.  

 

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 

Writers Club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  

 

Dear Redwood Writers,  

   

During last month’s membership meeting, I 

was on a plane headed home from Washington 

State after a week with family, including my 

second cousin’s wedding in Fort Vancouver. From 

what I understand, I missed quite a presentation by 

Janis Flores with her “eye-opening expose of the 

history of traditional publishing.” According to 

my source, Janis’ experience led her to begin 

again from scratch after 36 years and 35 books, 

with the final message being that, as writers, we 

must find ways to start again.  

Even though I wasn’t present, I am inspired 

by what Janis shared at the meeting. I think it’s 

important for us to educate ourselves on the truth 

about both traditional and self-publishing to know 

which avenue is right for us.   

As a side note, I want to mention how much I 

loved the 50 word pitches I received in response to 

What Say You. They were all well written, 

compelling, and 50 words or less!  

Now that you have written those wonderful 

pitches, you get to decide whether you want to 

land an agent or expand those carefully crafted 

summaries for your self-published book jackets. 

This month’s question should help you out.   

 

Susan Littlefield  

Redwood Writer Editor   

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Editor: Susan Littlefield 

Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin  

Member in the Spotlight 

Editor: 

Osha Belle Hayden 

Copyeditor:  Jeanne Miller 

Copyeditor:          Mona Mechling 

 

 

 

 
In one short (or 

sometimes long) 

creative sentence.  

 
 

When his kid sister is kidnapped by the king of 

demons, 12-year-old Peter and his friends time-

hop to the ancient mystical Irish Otherworld, 

where his ancestor, the Celtic warrior Cuchulain, 

and other mythological characters help them fight 

ferocious flesh-eating demons to rescue her. – 

Charles Markee  
 

This quintessential memoir of the 1970s moves 

me from coast to coast and back again. The 

spiritual journey puts me in the midst of all that’s 

the 1970s. Finally, my second husband Blake and 

I run Sunshine Nudist Park in New Jersey before 

an ultimate return to all that’s California. – Elaine 

Webster  
 

Few believe the legend that sacrificing yourself on 

Korgar Mountain will restore immortality to the 

tribes, but Okoa believes. With his girlfriend 

Meleen near death, he leaves home. Can Okoa 

reach the mountaintop in time even after being 

captured by a rival tribe? And is the legend even 

true? – Marie Millard  

 

At my birth, Dad declared me a bastard and 

cruelly nicknamed me Blondie. Luckily he 

abandoned our family when I turned five. When I 

was seven, Mom gave me to well-meaning 

strangers. When I turned nine, she gave me to a 

brutal woman who wanted a child slave.-Robert 

M. Shafer 
 

Feeling pressured over recent life-choices, P.I. 

JadeAnne Stone agrees to find a Mexican banker’s 

wife last seen in the glitzy resort of Ixtapa, 

Mexico. Kidnapped off a lonely highway, she and 

her guard dog, Pepper, are ensnared in a web of 

money laundering, cartel territory squabbles, oil 

politics and murder. - Ana Manwaring  

 

Question for 

September:  I’m 

your winning agent. 

Give me your pitch 

in 50 words or less. 

 

 

Question for October: Will you traditionally 

publish or self-publish and why? Remember, one 

sentence only!  

Thank you Osha, Jeanne, Juanita, and Mona for 

all your hard work on The Redwood Writer! 
 


