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President’s Message:  STATE OF YOUR CLUB, 
or more simply put…our GOALS 

By Linda Loveland Reid 
 
 

As president for another year, and thank you for the honor, I want our club to be one 
that members believe in and find value in belonging to, not just for the events and activities, 
but for the friendship and support we feel from one another. If we continue to do this, we will 
indeed earn our motto: “writers helping writers.”  

Last year at this time I put forth our goals. Gosh, we have had a wild year, meaning exciting and amazingly 
successful! I’m proud to report our accomplishments. 

Our goals were and are again:  
1)To promote our members and their works; 2)To utilize our members’ talents; 3)To increase membership while 
maintaining personal touch; 4)To improve communication tools; 5)To boost attendance at monthly meetings. 
  Here is a list of activities where we have exceeded expectations.  
               This is what your club has been up to—with your help! 

 Held twelve membership meetings, offering professional speakers 

 Changed meeting location to Flamingo Hotel 

 In June 2009, we had 119 members; we now stand at 195 

 Average attendance at monthly meetings has grown from 35 to 65 

 RW has 8 board members and 50+ volunteers working in over 41 activities 

 Held our first Writers Conference in 2009. The second will be this October 29th & 30th 

 Offered three Revision Workshops in January and February 

 Published the fourth anthology, Vintage Voices—the fifth is on its way in August 

 Sponsored six Redwood Salon meetings in private homes, with member readers and guests 

 Sponsored six Odd Month Readings in various libraries with member readers 

 RW Critique Club now has five critique groups operating 

 Continued Member in Spotlight—articles written by members interviewing members 

 Presented nine “member readers” at membership meetings 

 Held five contests: Memoir, Poetry, Short Story, Conference Poetry, Conference Prose 

 Created the RW’s Reading Circle with over 45 readers at Sonoma County Book Festival 

 Presented Agents Day—our first time event with 10 agents and 70 members in attendance 

 Began eScrip, an ongoing fundraising program that is free to members 

 Formulated the Library Outreach Program, working with Sonoma County Central Library 

 Presented Author Launch —we celebrated 10 member authors who recently published books 

 Began the Redwood Writer Saplings, young writers ages 8-18 

 Offered publication opportunity to members —four books published to date  

 Installed new website: beautiful, new, and operated by web team of seven members. 
What a great club we have! 

To those who attended meetings and events, who volunteered as chair or committee members, who 
extended friendship to other members… YOU are our success! Let’s do it again!   
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August 8th: Redwood Writers Membership Meeting 
Our Speaker will be Gordon Burgett 

Please join us at the Flamingo Hotel—2:30 to 5 p.m. - $5/members, $8/guests 
 

His topic will be “How to Get Your Book Published Free in Minutes and Marketed 
Worldwide in Days”  
Gordon will explain the easy seven-step process that can quickly make you a 
proud published author, with a book to prove it. This is a book that your friends, family, 
and potential fans can buy at bookstores, on the web, through Amazon.com, or even 
directly from you, if you wish. 
It’s a new publishing world, with new technology and new business models for publishers. Are you eager to take part? 
Gordon will explain the few new steps you need to know to dance the new dance—in print! Visit his website. 
A veteran speaker and journalist, Gordon currently speaks nationwide, mostly about publishing. He has offered over 
2,000 presentations, and in Sonoma County has spoken many times at Santa Rosa Junior College over the last 20 years, 
including this fall (2010). 
With a long career as a magazine and newspaper writer (with 1,700+ freelance articles in print), Gordon just had his 39th 
book published. As a publisher since 1981, he has published another 75+ products. He is a long-standing member of the 
National Speakers Association, the American Society of Journalists and Authors, and the Independent Book Publishers 
Association. 
Gordon’s best known books are The Travel Writer’s Guide, How to Sell 75% of Your Freelance Writing, and Niche 
Publishing: Publish Profitably Every Time. 

 
The next Redwood Salon will be Wednesday, August 11th. It’ll be held at The Yurt of Lyrics in Sebastopol 

from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.  Contact Ana Manwaring to participate: anamanwaring@gmail.com.  Let her know if 
you wish to read some of your writings for five minutes.  To volunteer for the food committee contact: 
sandybaker131@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
The new Redwood Writers Board members for 2010- 
2011 include (L-R): Karen Batchelor, Past President; 
Juanita Martin, Historian; Osha Hayden, Publicity; 
Carylon Alexander, Treasurer; Jeane Slone, V.P.; Linda 
Reid, President; Mary McElroy, Secretary; and Julie 
Winrich, Membership. Not pictured: Abby Bogomolny , 
CWC Representative.       
 

 Enjoying the Author Launch at the July 11th Redwood 
Writers meeting are (L-R): Osha Hayden, Una King, 
Kathryn Miller and Jeanne Jusaitis. They’re admiring 
Una King’s new picture book Tiny Tug: Adventures on 
San Francisco Bay. 
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Member in the Spotlight - Jean Wong   
  Interview by Mary McElroy 
           If you had a chance to (1) help raise service dogs for the disabled, 
(2) work in a foster home, or (3) join a writing class, which would you 
choose? Jean Wong picked writing and is delighted with her choice. 
She was a director of a school for twenty-eight years and decided it 
was time to think about “having a life.” Two years ago, she began to 
take off work on Fridays. What would she do with that extra day? 
That’s when the above three choices came to mind. She chose the 
writing group because of its convenient location, as it happened to meet on the same grounds as her school.  
             For years her friends had told her that she should write, but she dismissed their suggestions, 
wondering “Where did they pick up that nonsense?” She felt she had absolutely nothing to say. Left to her 
own devices, Jean says she draws a complete blank. But the class wrote on a new topic each week and she’d 
been “so brain-washed as a child to get my assignments done, I found that if I’m given a specific subject, the 
words fly off my fingers.”  

Jean gingerly mounts the roller coaster ride of writing: “It’s always hard for me to figure out a viable 
story line and undergo the agony of writing a first draft.” She keeps wondering if the idea is going to work and 
needs to force herself to continue, “fighting impulses to stop and throw it out.” Once the story is on paper, she 
loves editing and she makes all the pieces of the puzzle fit. She enjoys this fine-tuning process, which she’d like 
to emphasize could not occur without her husband’s patient proofreading and superb command of the English 
language! Once the work is completed, more fretting follows: “When I finish something, I worry—is it utter 
rot? What can I do next? I’m afraid the well is permanently dry.” 
            One of Jean’s favorite themes is friendships—she’s fascinated with the possibilities of connection, 
jealousy, betrayal, redemption, etc., in these intriguing relationships. She’s a total romantic and wallows in 
love stories. She thinks “two leggeds (men) are fascinating in terms of their not quite being hooked up but 
being so irresistible and indispensable. The Mars/Venus conundrum has endless dramatic possibilities.” 
            She feels that meeting a writer is often a disappointment, as they can be the most dull, commonplace 
people. That’s how she feels about her “stay in bed stew” life. “I just sort of trundle along, grunting and 
mucking about hoping to spin some gold from everyday existence. Once in a while, although I’m a total 
nonbeliever when it comes to the Easter Bunny, etc., I swear I have been visited by Mr. or Ms. Muse. No 
matter how many times I reread the piece that ‘I’ allegedly wrote, it feels totally unfamiliar. Who wrote it? 
Don’t care—I’ll just take the credit.” 

 
QUICK START WRITING WORKSHOPS by Pat Tyler 

 Begin again Sept 2nd 
Quick Start Workshops are held at the Rohnert Park Community Center every Thursday 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

Address: Corner of Rohnert Park Expressway and Snyder Lane. 
Quick Starters share a fun, safe, non-judgmental place in which to write. 

For information go to Pat’s website or call. 
www.writetoday.net     pat.tyler@att.net     (707) 696-9640 

 
  

The Redwood Writer   
P.O. Box 4687 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
www.redwoodwriters.org 
Deadline is the 15th of each month 
Why I Write submissions are limited to 60 words 

 
Editor/Layout: Robin Moore 
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita J. Martin 
Copy Editor: Arlene Miller 
Copy Editor: Farrell Winter 
& special thanks to Rob Koslowsky for advice 
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Marianne Ware Missed Her Awake 
Poet, writer, teacher, friend 

Innovator, critiquer, wit. 

 

She argued, shouted, lectured, marched: 

Equal rights, equal pay, equal time 

 

Piles of poems, stacks of stories 

Limned her life and troubles 

 

Long arms hugged the world, 

Overturned it, exposed a dirty underside 

 

Dragged it by its deaf ear 

To wash and heal its sins. 

 

Large in spirit, voice, perception 

Fed the hungry, soothed the poor. 

 

I will miss her sharp words, 

Her honest encouragement, 

Her railing at injustice, 

Her incisive knife on my written creations. 

 

My world will be a little smaller, dimmer, duller 

Less raucous, less bawdy, less kind 

 

Without Marianne. 

 

Marianne Ware, a founder of the Russian River Literary Guild, a 

member of Redwood Writers, an accomplished poet and friend of Wally Lamb 

(author of She’s Come Undone) passed away in June. She and I worked 

together in a critique group and I gained from her long experience and helpful suggestions.  

Marianne published hundreds of stories and poems in many literary journals. Her collection of short 

stories The Meaning of Water was co-published by Redwood Writers and Unlimited Publishing in 2008. We 

will miss her. 

—Tribute by Karen Batchelor

 

Member News: 
I have been accepted by the Squaw Valley Writers' Community to attend this summer's  

poetry workshop in Squaw Valley along with a dozen other writers from around the state.—Zara 

Raab 

 
At the end of the Solano County Fair in Vallejo, I won 2 third place ribbons for my poems "From a Bird's Eye" 

and " Never Said Goodbye".—Juanita J. Martin 

 
Jean Wong announces that her poem will be published in American Grounds, Hasting Publications. This is a 

publication by a group in Sussex, England which wishes to be considered a state of America. Jean received the 

notice on the last day of submission, so she wrote it in five minutes! She's proud to be an American pretending 

to be a Brit who wishes to be a United States citizen.            4 

Marianne Ware 
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Ken (K. M.) Weaver had two pieces of short fiction recently accepted for publication. 

"Laguna de Vuelo" appeared on failbetter.com in mid-July, while "Cleveland," which he 

work-shopped with the help of his Redwood-Writers-based critique group, will appear 

in Issue 3 of Twelve Stories. Links to both of these stories will be available at 

www.kmweaver.com. 

 
 

Many weeks ago I learned from RW about the Fifth Annual Flash Prose Contest at B. Lynn 

Goodwin‘s Writer Advice website.  I don‘t make a practice of submitting my work for 

publication or contests. But I did this time and won first place. See 

http://www.writeradvice.com/index.html  I liked my story, but it is a little strange, so I didn‘t 

expect much. It is gratifying to see my work alongside the other winners, who wrote fine 

pieces. Also, nice to get a monetary award. Thanks RW for your encouragement. – Steve 

Bakalyar 

 
My story, "Trapped Star," will appear in the anthology tentatively titled Beauty Has Her Way 

edited by Jennifer Brozek and published by Dark Quest Books. It is scheduled for release 

September 2010.—Ann Wilkes 

 

 
 

I have been called back to Borders in Santa Rosa for another book signing. I will be signing copies 

of The Best Little Grammar Book Ever! on Saturday, July 31 from 1 to 4. If you 

know anyone in middle school, high school, or college, this is a handy book to have 

at the beginning of the new school year (and parents!).  It is a handy book for writers 

and other professionals too! Please tell your friends about it! I would love a big 

turnout because Borders has been really good to me as an independent publisher. 

 

Copperfields in Petaluma is beginning an event called "Sundays at 2," where they will be 

inviting writers and musicians. They have asked me to participate, and I will be there on Sunday, August 29 

 (I would presume, at 2!). In addition to signing, I will apparently have a mike and chairs, so I can even 

speak!—Arlene Miller 

 
So how cool and weird is this: I write a novel. The God Patent is fiction, right? And it‘s been 

in or near the Amazon Top 10 in the category ―science > physics > quantum physics‖ for over 

four months and, in direct contradiction, it‘s also been in the Top 50 in ―religion & spirituality 

> Fiction > Science Fiction & Fantasy‖ for over six months. Could I be more psyched? 

Yes, I could, of course. But writing novels is a weird business. Success means making people 

cry, preventing them from sleeping and throwing in a few laughs. People seem to really enjoy 

The God Patent. In the Amazon reviews, I have been compared to John Steinbeck and Carl 

Sagan (like a dream come true), and the book has been praised by both evangelical Christians 

and ardent atheists. My favorite reviewer was the man who wished me the ultimate boon: that the Raiders will 

win a game.  

  Here is a recent article I wrote for Examiner.com that you might find interesting: 

       Goat Rock Beach – If there is a place on earth where you can find magic, it is here. 

—Ransom Stevens 

 
Hank Mattimore's Legacy of the Heart has been released by Davis Publishing, and will run until August 16th. 

It's his 2nd edition of the self-help booklet. Info about the book, Mr. Mattimore, and Davis Publishing is at 

www.davis-publishing.biz 
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Membership: Time for Renewals 
Please welcome our newest members: 
Mimi Armstrong 
Kevin Coughlin 
Laurel Counts 
Tyler-Rose Counts 
Dr. Albert Globus 
Deborah Grabien 
Jeremy Hay 
Al King 
Michael Kozart 
Leigh Anne Lindsey 
Tom Lombardo 
 
Robert M. Miller 
Stan Modrak 
Crystal Ockenfuss 
John O'Reilly 
Robert Rosenbaum 
Mariam Stephens 
Molly Taylor 
Calvin Titus 
Barbara Toboni 
Roberta Wright 
  
I want to thank all the Redwood Writer Members who 
have renewed and welcome the new members.  At the 
time of the meeting on July 11, we had 99 renewals 
and, I believe, 10 more renewed at the time of 
registration.  We had 29 new members and 2 more 
joined at the meeting. 
 
I would like to make a big thank you to Tam Nguyen of 
Rohnert Park's MacAdvantage who donated a Canon 
PIXMA Photo Printer for our early bird renewal 
drawing.  His company's commitment to helping the 
arts flourish in Sonoma County is sincerely appreciated.  
Be sure to consider using MacAdvantage for all of your 
Apple Mac product and hard drive backup repair needs. 
 
I would also like to thank Karen Batchelor, Mary Priest, 
Kirt Hickman, and Linda Reid for their donations for the 
other prizes. 
And the Early Bird Winners are: Ginny Buccelli, who 
won the acrylic stand for placing flyers and bookmarks 
on display.  Hopefully, she'll be at the next meeting to 
receive her prize. 
Abby Bogomolny, who won the book Happy Birthday, 
Mr. Lincoln.  She'll receive it at the next meeting. 
Ana Manwaring, who won the book Revising Fiction by 
Kirt Hickman. 
 

Kathy Rueve, who won a beautiful set of chopsticks for 
four. 
Patrice Garrett, who won the large basket of vanilla 
lotions, bath and spa stuff.  
And the big winner for the Canon PIXMA Photo Printer - 
Mary Lynn Archibald. 
 
Congratulations to all of you members, and thank you 
again for renewing early! 
 
For those of you who have not yet renewed, please visit 
the website www.redwoodwriters.org and send in your 
renewals, or mail the renewal form to me at Redwood 
Writers, P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 so that 
you may continue to take advantage of the price 
difference for members vs. nonmembers at all of our 
events, including the meetings. 
 
For those members who have renewed without filling 
out a renewal form, if any of your information has 
changed since last year, please contact me with the new 
information.  
 
Also, any members who do not wish their information 
to be placed on the roster we give to our members, 
please contact me. 
 
Thank you, 
Julie A. Winrich 
Redwood Writers Membership and Registration Chair 
membership@redwoodwriters.org 
Cell phone:  
http://writerjaw.wordpress.com - my blog 
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What’s the Big Deal About Agents?  
By Pat Tyler 

 Many Redwood Writers are publishing their own books. Congratulations 
to--and blessings upon--all of them. They have persevered and succeeded 
in this rewarding contemporary process. Meanwhile, however, for those 
still pursuing traditional publishing venues, a decision must be made early 
in the game. Should a writer play it safe and choose an agent? Or should 
he/she save some hard-earned money and go it alone? It’s my firm belief 
that it’s best to err on the side of which decision serves you, the writer, 
best. In short – GET AN AGENT! 
 
If you do-it-yourself-folks are trying to save a few bucks by representing yourself, think about all the things an agent 
does–and then ask yourself if you’re willing or able to do them yourself. Here are just a few reasons I’d choose an agent.  

 Agents target the editors who are best suited to your work.  

 Agents have specialized info and do lots of the grunt work for you.  

 Agents cull what’s good so editors don’t have to.  

 If you submit without an agent you’ll be perceived as someone who couldn’t get an agent.  

 Agents build relationships with editors, especially acquisitions editors.  

 Editors are wary of working with unagented writers.  

 Unagented writers don’t know publishing protocol.  

 If you submit to publishers now, it weakens your chance of finding an agent later, especially if 
your first submissions were rejected.  

 If you secure a book deal unagented, you will get nickled and dimed to death by the publishing 
company.  

Of course, there are exceptions, and here are the feelings and/or superstitions of many who choose to remain 
unagented because they believe they are an exception:  

 I’m not giving my 15% to an agent who sits on his thumbs.  
WRONG: You’ll make at least 15% more than you would have without one.  

 It’s too hard finding an agent:  
WRONG: Editors rely on the info they receive from agents. If you’ve submitted and been rejected several times–
maybe it's time to step back and ask yourself, “Is my manuscript really ready?” Perhaps revision is raising its 
ominous head.  

 I don’t need an agent. I’m sending my manuscript to a publisher who asked for it. I met him at a conference.  
WRONG: This whole promising situation doesn’t preclude the need for an agent. Agents are wary of unagented 
authors, and if, at best, you’re offered a contract, can you negotiate it wisely? A good agent will earn his/her 
keep simply by negotiating one good contract. Period.  

 
Long articles and fat books have been written on this subject, but for further info in a nutshell go to 
http://editorialass.blogspot.com (Sept 2008) and read “Why you should never submit unagented to publishing 
companies” (from which these little bits and pieces have been excerpted). Meanwhile, make sure your manuscript is 
market-ready. And when it’s accepted–don’t forget to notify Redwood Writers! We’ll be almost as excited as you are! 

 

Why I Write: 
My reasons for writing are very straightforward ─ I write because it is an essential part of my life. I can't imagine not 
writing. Sometimes I get published. Sometimes I don't. I just do it and if someone notices, that's nice. It has always been 
that way and it always will be.—J. R. (Joan) Brady 
 
 I write because words are the song of my thinking-machine: the twitch, the groan, the hush and awe, the soft chuckle, 
gleeful laugh, and culminating roar of joy. Like Thomas Wolfe's net of words to catch the stars, my web is flung out on 
thought, alive with the hope of finding new ideas and fresh perceptions amid the flotsam of galaxies.—Persia Woolley 
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News from the CWC Picnic 
 

Submitted by Kate Farrell and Abby L. Bogomolny 

  

The CWC picnic on July 10th took place near the same spot 

where Jack London and the original CWC members first 

gathered 100 years ago. Two members of the Joaquin Miller 

Park staff spoke to us about the history of CWC and how 

proud they were that we were back. It was potluck fare with 

the Fremont Branch manning the grill for hot dogs and 

hamburgers, a variety of salads, and prizes for cakes with a literary theme. Kate Farrell‘s lemon curd roll cake 

won a prize—the book Make a Scene by Jordan Rosenfeld! The crowd sang a song about Joaquin Miller, 

listened to brief remarks, mingled, and felt the vast history of the place, as the beginning of another 100 years 

for CWC unfolded. 

 

 CWC Central Board News – New Officers and More 

Redwood‘s new CWC Representative, Abby L. Bogomolny, attended the July 11th Central Board meeting in 

Oakland. The Central Board elected a new CWC President, Robert Garfinkle (Fremont), and a new Secretary, 

Carol Warren (High Desert). Our Vice President, Dave George (Mt. Diablo), and Treasurer, Kathy Urban (Tri-

Valley), will remain in office for another term. 

 

Joyce Krieg (Central Coast) led an interesting discussion about the difference between a seal used for corporate 

purposes and a logo. While many branches have updated the CWC logo for online use in color, the original 

CWC logo (the black and white woodcut) has been trademarked and is the official CWC logo. Many board 

members pointed out that an ―R‖ in a circle should accompany the black and white woodcut logo when it 

appears in print.  

 

Donna McCrohan-Rosenthal (East Sierra) told us about the centennial scrapbook that will be added to the CWC 

archives at the Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley. Redwood has already contributed many centennial materials 

for this scrapbook from our 2009 activities and will be prominently featured in these historical files. 

 

Donna also presented the time capsule project and is seeking essays from the branches. She‘s looking for essays 

that make predictions on the state of print media through 2035. This time capsule will be held in the Bancroft 

Library and opened in 2035. Her email: mccrohan@ridgenet.net 

<http://sz0033.ev.mail.comcast.net/zimbra/mccrohan@ridgenet.net> or mail to CWC, P.O. Box 484, 

Ridgecrest, CA 93556. Due date: August 25, 2010 

Lloyd Lofthouse is also pooling information for a CWC history project. Anyone with choice tidbits should send 

them to Lloyd (Berkeley Branch). The CWC history manuscript may eventually be published. 

 

The Berkeley Branch and Lloyd are planning to participate in the Northern Cal Independent Booksellers 

Association (NCIBA) exhibit this October 14-16 at the Oakland Convention Center. The CWC Board approved 

$100 to become a member of the NCIBA. The Berkeley Branch will obtain a number of tables (they are $300 

each with the member discount) in the NCIBA exhibit area. If several of our branch authors want to share a 

table with the SF/Peninsula Branch or would like to have a table of their own, they should discuss it and contact 

Lloyd Lofthouse at lflwriter@sbcglobal.net <http://sz0033.ev.mail.comcast.net/zimbra/lflwriter@sbcglobal.net  

  

Allene Symons (Long Beach) delivered the LA Festival of Books wrap-up report and CWC voted to again 

support the LA Festival in 2011. 

 All in all, it was an action-packed, productive meeting. 
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Announcements:  
Fran Claggett will be teaching “Memoir and Other Myths” for the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute at Sonoma State University beginning with the Fall Term, September 27th. Open 
House for OLLI is August 19 in Person Theater, 9 to 12. Enrollment is limited, as Fran 
provides email critiques as well as opportunities in class to write, to share, and to engage 
in producing both poetry and prose memoirs. Class is Monday mornings for seven weeks 
beginning September 27th. Class runs from 9:30 to 11:30. Fran also recommends the rest 
of the OLLI  program, which you can see online at SSU Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. 
 

Attention all Poets! 
Community Readers are needed to participate in the Poetry of Remembrance Program. The Poetry of 
Remembrance is part of the El Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) festival. This year’s festival is the 10th 
anniversary in Petaluma. The Poetry of Remembrance program will be held Oct. 22, 2010, at the Petaluma 
Arts Center, 230 Lakeville Dr. Petaluma, CA. Festivities will begin at 5:15 pm. If you would like to read a poem 
to honor a loved one, please sign up no later than Aug 15, 2010. For more information about reading poetry, 
or to volunteer in the program, email Juanita J. Martin, Poetry of Remembrance Chair at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 

 

The Sonoma County Book Festival 
Presents: 

Teen Poetry Slam 
1st Prize: $75 

Hosted by: 
Juanita J. Martin, Sonoma County Library Slam Champion 2005-2006 & Redwood Writer Historian 2010-2011 

Cafe Azul 
521 Fourth St 

Santa Rosa, CA. 95401 
Contact Juanita at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com to sign up. Signups close Aug 15th, 2010.                 

Contest rules wil be emailed to you after you sign up. All teens and adults welcome. If you would like to be a judge, let 
me know via email as well. 
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The Sonoma County Book Festival: 
When?   September 25, Saturday 
Where?  Santa Rosa downtown Plaza  
Time?     10:00 am to 4:00pm 
What?    The Book Festival is all about…books! 
Come browse through more than 100 exhibitor booths staffed by bookstores, local authors, and book-related associations.  
Sign up to sell your book! 
Sign up now to volunteer in RW Booth! Email Pam Pizzimenti at craigpam2@comcast.net and she will contact you for a time slot 
at the booth. Thanks!  
Redwood Writers Village - Redwood Writers want to make a splash. Come to the Redwood Writers Village and get your member 
badge so that as you walk around the Festival, RWs are everywhere! 
Redwood Writers Reading Circle – Come listen to over 50 readers from all across the community read from their works. 
Volunteering : We need at least 4 volunteers at a time to manage the booth. We have lots of booth space this year to cover - which 
is good news! 

The volunteer schedule is a two hour shift, (10 a.m. to noon, noon to 2, & 2 to 4p.m.) When volunteering, if there is a block 
that works better for you, please let me know and we'll do our best to accommodate your needs. 

If you have been trained to handle money for selling RWC merchandise please let us know, as it is important that we always 
have someone at the booth who has received that training. 
Author booth: If you have a published book and would like to sell your book at the festival you may want to consider the RWC 
author booth. It costs $10 for one hour, paid in advance.  Only one hour per author unless the demand is small and there are spaces 
left. There is room for two authors per hour— 12 authors total. (Perhaps there can be more if there is a great demand.) It is first 
come first served. So if you are interested please email right away. Time slots are given out in the order received. 

Authors must remain present at the booth for their entire hour. 
Payments for books are directly to authors, not through RW. (Authors should have change on hand.) 
Authors will each have approximately three feet of space for books, flyers, bookmarks, etc. 
There will be a flyer with a schedule for the authors at the author booth to be handed out at the festival, so please be sure 

to include in your email a short blurb about the author and book (100 words total) 
 If you have any questions, wish to volunteer, or sign up for the author booth please email me at 
craigpam2@comcast.net—Submitted by Pam Pizzimenti 

 

What to Do After That First Draft 
By Karen Batchelor 

             Recently, I caught up with Ana Manwaring, and we spent a pleasant hour 
discussing editing. She shared her experience and expertise with me, and I am happy 
to pass it along to you. 

Critique groups 
            You might say that the start of her career as an editor came with her 
involvement in critique groups. It was in these various groups that she began to learn 
to identify good writing and figure out how to make her own better. She listened 
when writers pointed out strengths and weaknesses in others’ writing and in her own.  

Practice, practice, practice 
            The way to become a better editor is the same path one must follow to 
become a better writer. Practice, practice, and practice some more. A writer can 

often find it easier to critique someone else’s work before being able to discover the problems with her own. Ana says 
it’s then easier to teach herself.  

Advantages for the editor 
            The editor must read a variety of types of writing and may expand his or her horizons to enjoy new styles—such 
as fantasy. The editor also improves his or her own writing by editing other people’s work. 

Advice for new and experienced writers 
            Join a critique group. Become as good as you can. Open yourself to hear the critiques from others. And practice. 
 Note: Ana Manwaring will be one of five editors at our October RW conference. If you would like to have your work 
edited (10 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font), send your conference registration and $50 for the editing session. We 
have forty slots. First come, first served. See details on the Redwood Writers Website.           10 
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Editor One-to-One Available —Open to conference registrants only 

Redwood Writers 2010 Conference provides a unique opportunity for attendees to have their work critiqued by well-

known editors in the business of writing. Twenty minute consultations are available for booking throughout the day for 

only $50. 

Reserve your one-to-one session early to secure the editor of your choice – just over forty openings are available. 

Reservation deadline for the editors is August 15
th

.  The editors include the following: 

Jordan Rosenfeld is the author of Make a Scene (Writers Digest Books) and with Rebecca Lawton, Write 

Free: Attracting the Creative Life (Beija Flor Books). Jordan is also a freelance writer whose work has 

appeared in such publications as Publisher’s Weekly, the San Francisco Chronicle, and The Writer. Her 

book reviews are regularly featured on NPR-affiliate KQED‘s the California Report. 

 

Susan Bono is a writing teacher, freelance editor and publisher of Tiny Lights: A Journal of Personal 

Narrative. Her writing has appeared in such publications as the St. Petersburg Times, the Petaluma Argus-

Courier and Passager Magazine. She has edited and/or published the work of writers from all over the 

world, including some of Sonoma County‘s finest. 

 

Ana Manwaring, www.anamanwaring.com, writes, teaches creative writing, and edits manuscripts 

through JAM Editorial Services and Manuscript Consultation. She‘s branded cattle, camped in Mayan 

ruins, lived on houseboats, worked for a PI, swum with dolphins, and writes about it all. Read her lifestyle 

column at www.petalumapost.com. 

 

Dan Coshnear 
Daniel Coshnear -  dan@coshnear.org – teaches creative writing at a variety of San Francisco Bay Area 

locations, including the extensions at UC Berkeley and Sonoma State. He is author of Jobs and Other 

Preoccupations (Helicon Nine 2001, winner of the Willa Cather Award for Fiction.) His most recent 

publications can be found in Juked and Third Coast. 

 

Laurie MacLean 
Laurie MacLean is an agent at Larsen-Pomada Literary Agents in San Francisco. Laurie represents adult 

genre fiction (romance, fantasy, science fiction, horror, etc.) as well as middle-grade and young-adult 

books. She is passionate about marketing, publicity, negotiating and editing. She is a writer herself and 

thus can empathize with the author‘s journey to and through publication. Query her at 

www.agentsavant.com/contact-me.             11 
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The conference will feature three areas of writing – the craft of writing, genre, and technology & business. 

Registrants are offered an opportunity to pick and choose workshops that suit their specific needs. Our morning 

and luncheon keynote speakers, Elisa Southard and Sheldon Siegel, will deliver talks about ‗the writer‘s role‘ 

and the ‗challenging publishing world,‘ respectively. Siegel will also lead the ‗craft of writing‘ workshop on 

dialog. 

Register on-line at www.redwoodwriters.org/redwood-conference/registration/ or download the form and mail it 

to the address below. Lunch is included in the price of registration. 

Redwood Writers 

P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

Specify ―Attention: Conference Registration‖ if registering by snail mail. 

This event is supported, in part, by Poets & Writers, Inc., through a grant it has received from The James 

Irvine Foundation. Other donations come from individuals and local businesses of the North Bay. 

 

Don’t forget the Prose and Poetry Writing Contest deadline for Conference Attendees is Aug. 15
th

. See the 

website for information and entry forms. http://redwoodwriters.org/  Or copy the forms from this newsletter. 

 

Advertising Opportunities – Redwood Writers Conference Program 
 ~ Business card size, 3.5 x 2 inches, OR ¼-page advertisements available 

~ Ads will be placed on a first-come, first-served basis 

Cost: ~ $25 for one business card size ad 

~ $50 for one ¼-page ad  

Deadline: E-mail before midnight, September 15, 2010 

Where to send ad: 

Please send file in a word .doc, .rtf, .jpg, .tiff, or .gif file format to Robert Koslowsky at 

publicity@redwoodwriters.org    Please mail your check payable to Redwood Writers to:   

Redwood Writers Advertising 

 P.O. Box 4687  

Santa Rosa, CA 95402               

 Note: The Publicity Director and/or Newsletter Editor reserve the right to reject any advertisement. 

 

Conference Volunteers: 
Do you want to do something for the Redwood Writers Conference?  A smallish job? Or a larger job? 

 We have some openings: Volunteer Coordinator, Name Tag Maker, RW Author Table Coordinator  

 If any of these interest you, send an email to Marlene at mcullen@comcast.net and she will tell you more. 

 
Why I Write: 

I write because it pays so well. Writing two unfinished novels, umpteen poems and short stories, 15 articles 

(only some paid, with one company going belly-up), and a give-away blog, I calculate .001 cent per word. Who 

could ask for more? Am I stopping? Not possible. I can write anywhere at any time, so I always have something 

to do.—Lynn Millar 

 
I write for several reasons—to get a message out, memorialize someone or something, share an experience, 

recall a past event, and of course for money and outrageous fame. But the major reason I write is because I can, 

and I don‘t want that skill to go unexercised.—Harry Reid 

Just like a painter has a strong need to express his or her soul by creating a piece of memorable art, I have the 

deep inner calling to express my soul by playing with words.  My greatest encouragements have come from the 

compliments of readers who have enjoyed my work.  Sharing my life through books brings me incredible levels 

of joy. —Debra Cordone Warner   12 
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    Redwood Writers Branch of the California Writers Club 

     in conjunction with the  

Redwood Writers 2010  Conference Announces 
 A WRITING CONTEST 

               2009 Re                             Theme:  "Change" 

 Open to conference registrants only 

 Word length: up to 1,500 words, fiction or nonfiction 

 12-point size, Times New Roman font style, double-spaced 

 Submission(s) must not have been previously published 

 Author‘s name must not appear on submission 

 Deadline: Must be postmarked by August 15, 2010 

 Prizes: 1st Prize - $100, 2nd prize -$50, 3rd prize - $25 

 Winners will be announced during the Conference lunch and entries will be considered for 

inclusion in future Redwood Writers publications 

 Optional: A critique of your entry available upon request 

 $10.00 non-refundable entry fee must accompany each submission, up to 3 submissions for $30 

 Check or money order payable to: Redwood Writers 
 Send completed entry form, fee, and submissions(s) to:                        

Redwood Writers Prose Contest, P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

ENTRY FORM 

Name _______________________________________________________ 

 

Address _________________City ________State _____ Zip Code _______ 

 

Phone Number________________Email____________________________ 

 

List the titles of your submissions: 

 

Title No. 1_________________________________________________________ 

 

Title No. 2 ________________________________________________________ 

 

Title No. 3 ________________________________________________________ 

___ By checking this space, I grant permission for my work (if selected) to be published in the Redwood Writers newsletter 

and understand that I will retain the copyright to my work. 
 

___ I am registered for the Redwood Writers 2010 Conference 

 

___ By checking this space, I request a critique of my contest entry. 

 

Signature _______________________________________   Date ___________________ 
 

For information: www.redwoodwriters.org 
 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/


 

 
For more informati  

        Redwood Writers Branch of the California Writers Club 

                      in conjunction with the 

               2009 Re               Redwood Writers 2010 Conference Announces 

A POETRY CONTEST  

 No Them 

  

 Open to the public 

 Maximum length: one page each, single spaced 

 12-point size, Times New Roman font style 

 Poem(s) must not have been previously published 

 Author‘s name must not appear on poem(s) 

 Deadline:  Must be postmarked by August 15, 2010 

 Prizes: Three winning poets will be dinner guests and featured readers at the October 29th poetry 

evening 

 Winning poems will be published in a special conference newsletter 

 Contest judges:  Penelope La Montagne, Healdsburg Poet Laureate Emeritus and Gwynn O'Gara, 

Sonoma County Poet Laureate 

 

 $5.00 non-refundable entry fee for each poem, may submit up to three poems 

 Check or money order payable to:  Redwood Writers 

 Send completed entry form, fee and poem(s) to: 

Redwood Writers Poetry Contest 

P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA   95402 

 

ENTRY FORM 

 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________City ________  State________ Zip Code ________ 

Phone Number   _____________________ Email ________________________________ 

 List the titles of the poem(s) you are submitting below: 

Title No. 1 _______________________________________________________________ 

Title No. 2 _______________________________________________________________ 

Title No. 3 _______________________________________________________________ 

_____By checking this space, I grant permission for my poem (if selected) to be published in the Redwood 

Writers newsletter and understand that I will retain the copyright to my work. 

 

Signature:  ____________________________________  Date: ______________________ 

 

For more information: www.redwoodwriters.org 
 

 


