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President’s Message: 
Let’s Talk about Color 
By Linda Loveland Reid 

 
We all try to bring our writing alive by incorporating the senses. How richer to add color for 
psychological effects. As an artist it is my wont to think about colors.  
 

SMELL: An immediate warning wafted under my nose—an ice blue scent—a rotting body close by.  
TOUCH: A thunk! David’s rock against Goliath’s head; warm red oozed from his face.  
SOUND: An almost green gentleness soothed, as the music forced its way into my aching soul.  
SIGHT: Rain hammered down as the figure approached, a clump of blackness that I knew to be dread.  
TASTE: Bitter, she grumbled, like rusty pumice, she thought, spitting the orange gunk into her hand.  
 
Yes, COLOR, the sixth dimension to help jump your words off the text and into the reader’s store of sensory images.  
Orange flower-heads and the striking red blooms of cactus made shadows against the cerulean blue sky, a concoction of 
unusual delight to the season at hand. A special moment, she thought, raising her face to the sky, allowing the magic to 
seep into her purple bruised soul, a day made for rich black coffee and hot-ochre writing.  
 
Okay, so that might be a bit much, but Carl Jung, psychiatrist and proponent of art therapy, believed that the color 
choice one makes reflects a deeper meaning about personality traits. Introverts like blue; extroverts like red. Not brain 
surgery, because we understand these things today, but it deserves our thought as writers. That turquoise blouse your 
character is wearing screams her mood and or how she might react to a certain situation. Certainly, your high octane 
executive will not wear a "weak" brown suit to sit around his 26-foot conference table with other types in "power" 
black. Or maybe he will, and you, the writer, must reflect on this mistake. Peel that yellow onion, baby!  
 
Think color when talking about politics, holidays, countries.  
What color are hospital walls? Government buildings…say, the DMV? Why that color?  
Does your character paint her bedroom vermillion? What’s up with that?  
Force a change in mood or personality by making a character consciously wear a color out of sync.  
  
Red: blood, danger, desire, sexuality, compassions, sacrifice  
Yellow: aspiration, alertness, communication, ideas, intuition, joy, laughter  
Green: adventure, efficiency, faith, fertility, freedom, friendship, prosperity, reproduction  
Blue: cooperation, confidence, depression, despair, acceptance, hope, isolation, honesty, loyalty  
Purple: Let’s get those brain synapses firing. Try utilizing the color purple. Purple utilizes both red and blue to provide 
ambition, aristocracy, art, drama, dignity, grief, intelligence, meditation, and mystery. It creates a nice balance between 
stimulation and serenity that is supposed to encourage creativity. Light purple is said to result in a peaceful surrounding, 
thus relieving tension.  
  
I wonder how Harry will get along when I paint our home-office magenta.     1 
             

 



Redwood Writers Meeting  
Sunday, April 15th 
Revolution, Anyone? Ebooks, Print-on-demand,  

and New Game Plans 
 At its Sunday, April 15 general meeting, Redwood Writers 

presents Yanina Gotsulsky, editor of Numina Press and author of 

two of her own novels. She will speak on the topic “The Writer and 

the Publisher:  Role Reversal in the 21st Century.” The general 

meeting is held from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., but come early – sign-in starts at 2:30 p.m., and other writers will be on hand to 

network, showcase their books, and share information about the club. Fees of $5 for members and $8 for nonmembers  

help cover the cost of room rental and refreshments. The meeting is held in the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel, 

2777 Fourth St., Santa Rosa, 95405, (707) 523-4745. For more details, go to www.redwoodwriters.org.  

 Bio:  Yanina Gotsulsky is an editor, translator, and author of two novels, The Speed of Life and the forthcoming 

Ergo Sum. Her work has appeared in national and international publications. She is the founder and Editor-in-Chief of 

Numina Press, publishing novels by Tamim Ansary, Joe Quirk, Kemble Scott, Ransom Stephens, and James Warner. 

 Yanina Gotsulsky will bring her perspective as a writer and as a publisher in discussing how the publishing 

industry is being revolutionized by ebooks and the new technologies of print-on-demand, and how one can plot a new 

game plan to become a successful author. 

 

REDWOOD SALON - April 22 
 

Redwood Writers Presents: “Spring into the Salon!” 

* Join the “grow your own” literary celebration of spring! 
* Bring your stories or poems to share. 
Sunday, April 22 from 3:00-6:00 p.m. 

In a country setting in beautiful Kenwood. 
 
Readings are for up to five minutes. All members and guests are welcome. 
 

RSVP: attendance, directions, and food for our ever-popular potluck dinner, contact: 
Sher Gamard gmard@redshift.com 

 
No Open Mic reading for April at SoCo Coffee Due to a conflicting date with the Redwood 

Writers Next Step Writers Conference, there will not be an Open Mic Reading at SoCo Coffee on April 28th. The 
Open Mic readings at SoCo are held on the fourth Saturday of each month. Plan to join us there May 26th, or 
during the summer months.—Robin Moore, Editor, The Redwood Writer 

 

Odd Month Reading Sunday May 6th 
Theme: Memories 

Please join our new host for the Odd Month Readings: Tami Casias 

2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Central Library 

211 E. Street, Santa Rosa 
                   Contact: omr@redwoodwriters.org    2 
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Next Step Writers Conference, April 28th 
 Jean F. Schulz has made a generous donation to Redwood Writers to support the 
upcoming "Next Step" conference on April 28, Sandy Baker announced. 
 Her grant has been specifically designated to underwrite the lunchtime panel, 
"Leap into Tomorrow's Publishing," and the afternoon panel, "eBooks: Leap to the Future." 
 "It's very special when someone outside our writing community provides such a 
gift to the conference," said Baker. "It's a statement of encouragement that says writing 
and reading are still very important in all our lives." 
 Jean Schulz is the widow of the late Charles M. Schulz, creator of Peanuts. She has 

co-written a beautiful short memoir at http://widow-speak.org/ww_schultz_1.html  where she offers many insights 
about her personal struggles and her relationship with her husband, "Sparky." 
 Many thanks, Jean, from all the Redwood Writers for your generosity and support. 

 

New Sonoma County Poet Laureate  
at Poetry Night, April 27th  

—Juanita J. Martin 
              Bill Vartnaw became Sonoma County’s seventh poet laureate in a ceremony 
January 29, 2012, at the Central Library, 3rd and E streets, in Santa Rosa. This came as a 
result of a nomination from long-time friend and former poet laureate Geri Digiorno. 
 Vartnaw recently agreed to read at Redwood Writers Poetry Night, Friday, April 27, 
2012. He will sign and sell two of his works, Concern: for Angels and Suburbs of my 
Childhood.  “I am looking forward to Al Young. He’s a wonderful poet and novelist. I am 
proud to say he gave my Taurean Horn Press its first blurb for Carol Lee Sanchez’ Messenger Bringer Woman.” 
 Bill Vartnaw, a Petaluma native, has spent most of his life in the service of poetry, often working behind the 
scenes of the Petaluma Poetry Walk. In 2007, he co-edited with Geri Digiorno, the 10-year anthology of the Petaluma 
Poetry Walk. 
 He holds a Master’s from New College of California. He has been writing for over 35 years and is widely 
published. He was one of the original members of Bay Area Poets Coalition (BAPC), in 1974. He created their Summer 
Solstice and Autumn Equinox Poetry Festivals, where over 200 poets read their work. 
 He is the founder of Taurean Horn Press. He has published several contemporary writers, many of whom he 
admires, such as Lee Francis, Tom Sharp, Avotcja and Q. R. Hand.  
 Vartnaw, an avid reader as well as writer of poetry, can be often found in some of his favorite places such as Bird 
and Beckett, Caffe Roma or Poetry SoCoCo. Each year he studies the works of a different poet. This year Bill is studying 
Yeats. “When it comes to writing, I am inspired by the muse, Spirit when it comes and other poets mostly.”  
       

Bill Vartnaw’s bio is located on redroom.com/member/bill-vartnaw and on our website on the conference poetry night 
page.  Some of Bill’s poems can found in journals such as North Coast Literary Review, metaformia.org and  
Big Scream 46.—Juanita J. Martin 

 Ebooks Panel at Next Step Conference 
 Reporter for the Press Democrat and Redwood Writers member Robert 
Digitale wrote a blog outlining the main points covered by literary agent Peter Beren 
during his talk on March 11th. Beren was the guest speaker at the Redwood Writers 
meeting. 

Digitale’s blog post includes a tie in to the ebook panel at the upcoming 
Redwood Writers Next Step Writers Conference April 28 at SRJC.  

   Here’s the link: Ebooks as Savior, not Slayer, of Book Industry 
 
 Robert Digitale is the author of the fantasy novel  Horse Stalker www.horsestalker.com    3 
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Member In the Spotlight: 
Robbi Sommers Bryant 

by Tami Casias 
 

Robbi Sommers Bryant tackled both the publishing industry and the 
psychological thriller genre at the same time with her fourth novel, The Beautiful Evil. 
Based on Pandora’s Box from Greek mythology, The Beautiful Evil follows one woman’s 
journey into herself. 

“I don’t write for people to like it. If I did I wouldn’t be writing about the dark 
side,” Bryant said. “For a lot of people it’s too much.” 

The new genre of the psychological thriller leans more to the Stephen King side, 
according to Bryant. Her audience would enjoy Black Swan or Criminal Minds. “The 
suspense is going into your dark side,” Bryant added. 

Bryant traditionally published three other novels in the erotica genre under 
Robbi Sommers.  She said, “Even my erotica had twists and turns, dark and light, 

humor.”  
Traditional and self-publishing both have their positive and negative aspects for the full-time writer. “I started 

Ruby Paradise Publications so that I can represent the book as a publisher, Bryant said. “I have really enjoyed what I’ve 
been learning. I can write whatever I want to write.”  

Marketing has changed in the 12 years since her last novel was published.  “I would take myself on a lot of book 
tours,” Bryant recalled. “I’d travel and stop at bookstores doing readings and making appearances. Now you really have 
to put yourself out.”  

Bookstores no longer sell books in the same way with the same potential for success, particularly self-published 
works. Bryant sells on Kindle, on Amazon, and in selected bookstores.  

“In-person is still my best marketing tool,” Bryant added. “I went after every interview I saw online/radio/blog 
talk. Anyway I could get out there.” 

Six months after the release of The Beautiful Evil, Bryant changed the cover of her book. “I won a contest and 
was able to work with a marketing professional,” Bryant said. “He said my first cover made the book appear more of a 
fantasy novel than psychological thriller.”  Changing the cover was important, she said, as that is what initially attracts 
readers. “Selling a book is like you’re a grain of sand jumping up yelling ‘look at me!” Bryant said. 

Bryant also lowered the price of her eBook to 99 cents.  “It’s not about making the money. It’s about getting out 
there,” she added. “I’ve gotten some very good reviews, but still nobody knows about it.” 

Bryant belongs to three writers’ groups including Left Coast Writers, Redwood Writers, and BAIPA (Bay Area 
Independent Publishers Association,) and is a strong believer in Twitter.  “Also, have at least one marketing buddy,” 
Bryant said. “I’m in a marketing collective and we teach each other what we’re learning and trade ideas.” 

When she asks for feedback on her manuscripts, she requests that the reader hold the positive feedback.  “It’s 
not going to do me any good,” Bryant said. “Tell me what you don’t understand, then I can fix it.”  

The Beautiful Evil won Honorable Mention at the Los Angeles Book Festival. The book sells for $15 or $10 for 
Redwood Writers.  

Learn more about Bryant and see the video for The Beautiful Evil here: http://www.robbibryant.com/ 
Member in the Spotlight Editor:  Osha Belle Hayden 

Redwood Writers Contests 

Sci-Fi Contest deadline: July 15th, Ann Wilkes, Chair 

 

Mystery-Thriller Contest deadline: Sept. 15th, 
Deborah Taylor-French, Chair 

Young Adult Contest deadline: Oct. 15th. Chair TBA 4 

http://www.robbibryant.com/


Facts to Fiction 
— Karen Batchelor, Past President of Redwood Writers 
 Life is a wonderful gift to all of us, but it offers a special bounty for writers. Some 
of us became writers because of lives we have lived or lives we have observed others 
leading. We can take these experiences and turn them into art. Of course, life 
experiences are essential for the memoirist, but they are also treasures for the fiction 
writer. I’ve heard it said that fiction can reach a deeper truth than just the facts. I believe 
it. 

My unsubstantiated guess is that most of fiction has a base in reality. But these 
gifts of life and observation can also be obstacles to writing our stories. 
 In the latest issue of The Writer (April 2012), Susan Breen describes “9 Mistakes that Just Won’t Quit.” Number 
four on her list is “Being Unwilling to Make Things Up.” When I first started writing fiction, I was certainly guilty, and I’ve 
seen this same “mistake” in the writing of other beginners. The initial tendency is to write the story the way it really 
happened. However, trying to stick so closely to facts creates numerous problems for fiction writers—most of them 
solvable.  
 Life rarely is art. The first problem is that real-life events seldom offer the story arc required. Generally, a story 
builds to a climax, something changes, and there is a revelation and a tying up of loose threads. The story is usually 
about something bigger, deeper than the event that triggered it. Life doesn’t happen in this way; it doesn’t follow the 
same pacing as a good story. Example: Your sister is home alone when a burglar enters her apartment. She is terrified. 
She finally gets up and accidentally knocks over the lamp. The burglar runs away. It’s interesting, but it’s not a story.     
 Too real to be real. If the actual experience was “unbelievable,” the reader also will not believe it. So when truth 
is stranger than fiction, it probably won’t fit into a story. Take the example above: Let’s say the burglar has a gun and he 
trips over something in the room. The gun goes flying right into your sister’s hands. Even if it really happened, it might 
be hard to convince a reader.   

Too many characters. Most often life’s dramas are populated with more characters than a good story can hold. 
When there are a great number of characters running in and out of a story, the reader may have a hard time keeping 
track of them and the impact of the story can thus be diffused. Again, the same example: Your sister’s upstairs neighbor 
hears the commotion and calls the police. Two squad cars arrive and four officers investigate and interrogate. Why not 
two officers?  Or just one? 
 Living relations. Another practical consideration in using real events and people is that your story may not 
please your family and friends. You probably don’t want to alienate people, and most likely, you don’t want to have to 
wait until they die to write the story. Maybe your sister had contraband in the apartment. She wouldn’t want you to spill 
the beans. 

So how do we take the gift of life experience and make it into art? There are several ideas that have helped me 
with this problem. Some are simple; others are harder. But I do know that dealing with this issue made a profound 
difference in my writing, and I have heard others voice the same sentiment.  
 The key to solving my own problem was to start moving away from “what really happened.” I start with the 
simplest idea and keep adding others until I am far enough away to see the event differently, maybe objectively, and 
thus write a solid story.  

This is how I approach the problem. 
 Names. The easiest step is to change the names of the characters. Sometimes this is enough for me to start 
thinking fictionally instead of factually. Example: Your sister’s name is Joyce. Change her name to Natalie, who might tell 
a different story. However, it often does not work for me. I need more distance.  
 Gender.  The next freeing technique is to change the gender of the character. That often works because a man 
might respond differently to a situation than a woman. Sticking with the burglary example: A woman might scream, try 
to run, or reach for the telephone. A man might launch a counter attack, opening the possibility for a little different 
story.  Even more interesting might be to make the burglar female. 
 Other changes. If this still does not provide enough space to tell a more compelling story, you may also change 
locations, professions, physical traits and relationships. 
 Point of view. Try telling the story from the point of view of the burglar.  

Combine characters. The story is probably is not diminished by combining characters.     (Continued….)      5 
 



Before I begin a new story, I spend a lot of time thinking. It’s what I call “finding the story.” Is it about fear, 
dominance, courage, drugs, compassion?       

When some of these decisions have been made, I begin to write. That story is not always the same one I started 
out to tell, but it is usually a lot better. 

Life experiences are gems in the rough. Cut them, shape them, polish them and set them into a compelling 
story. 

 
Karen Batchelor has published poetry, short stories, essays and professional articles. She is co-author of eight 

textbooks, and her novel Murder at Ocean View College was published by Houghton-Mifflin in 2006. Her work has 
appeared in Sanskrit, The Contemporary West, Diverse Voices Quarterly, Career Education, Wide Open and other literary 
journals. She won an Honorable Mention in a Writers Digest Contest, and was a finalist in a Glimmer Train contest in 
2008. She also won two online contests with wordsfordollars. 

 

Review of Membership Status 
 How long has it been since you became a member? Do you remember what your 
membership status is? There are five main memberships: Active, Associate, Supporting, 
Student, Joint, and Lifetime. 
 CWC and Redwood Writers have membership guidelines that are on the web or 
available from the RW Membership Chair.   
 A brief review: 
 Active:  Must be writers who have published a book within the last 10 years or 
under a current contract, or who have published 3 articles, essays, short stories, or poems, 
within the last 3 years. Active members must submit a list of publications, dates published, 

and who published the work, along with a one- or two-page sample of the work. Active members may vote upon joining 
and hold office after 6 months. 
 Associate: Must be writers who are writing material but do not meet the Active criteria. An exception is made 
for non-writing literary professionals, i.e., editors, librarians, agents, etc.  Associate members must submit one or two 
pages of a writing sample; they have the same rights and privileges as an Active member. 
 Supporting : Members created by RW Board when the ratio of Associate to Active does not allow more 
Associates on the roster (a club must have 51% Active members). They must want to support our branch but aren't 
interested in a writing career. They do not submit a writing sample, and may not vote or hold office. 
 Student: For writers 8 – 22 or any age writer with verified full-time student membership at an accredited school. 
No writing sample submitted, and may not vote or hold office. 
 Joint: For any existing member of another CWC branch who wishes to join RW. They have only one vote in 
statewide issues. 
 Lifetime: For Active members only who wish to pay dues in a one-lump sum and have all rights and privileges as 
an Active Member. 
 All RW members may serve on committees or become committee chairs. 
 What should we be striving for as writers in this club?  Active membership.  Why? Because we all should want to 
be "published" authors! 
 So, if you're not an Active member already, review how to become one by reading the Membership 
Qualifications, and when you reach that goal, contact your RW Membership Chair, so you can become an Active 
member. 
 Let's all get out there and get published, or support those who wish to do so. 
 Keep Writing—Julie A. Winrich, RW Membership Chair 

2012 Redwood Writers Play Festival, June 29th & 30th
 

At the Sixth Street Theater 
In downtown Santa Rosa 

Winning plays from the 2012 RW 10 Minute Play Writing Contest will be produced. Winners 
will be announced at the April 15th Redwood Writers general meeting at the Flamingo Hotel. 

        6 



Poetry Place 
             

Chicago 
—Mark Pavlichek 
 
The woman—Slavic bride seized  
by rough industrial revolutionary hands, 
thrust into a marriage of cold convenience, 
consummated below decks, like cattle 
set sail, to breed a new nation of steel. 
 
The man—Working Class Hero, Organizer of men. 
(Oh, blessed be Mother Union) 
His leather belt, scythe quick, buckle first 
mower of goons and bulls—and sons. 
His torn dreams drowned  
like Atlantis beneath Prohibition’s waves.  
An alcoholic Attila whose angry wet death  
was in the end all that he owned. 
 
The son—Just one among millions 
of Industry’s bastards,  
huddled in their Masses, yearning.  
Suckled on the tears of a people  
enslaved by their own imported blood,  
one boatload removed from the old country.   
 
Wrought from a child into a tool,  
Chicago made— 

Crusher of dreams  
Mangler of souls 
Stealer of hope.  

Slave of broad shoulders. 
Heart burned black in the blast furnace hell. 
Hard forged Product of U.S.A.  
The new American man. 

 
 

 Editor’s Note: Poetry Place is now a regular 
feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem 
or two will be selected to be printed in the 
newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on 
the space available. Send one poem per 
person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 

Shorter poems work best.  
Send poems as a Word document attachment to:  
Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor, 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10

th
 of the month to 

be included in the following month’s issue. 
 

Spring 
—Ana Manwaring 
 
Tiny soft blessings 
fluttering down upon us 
like spent plum petals. 

 
 
 
 
                                       

Awakening   
— Martha D. Peterson 
(Why art thou cast down, O my Soul? Psalm 42:5) 
 
 
Restless, squirming, haunting Essence 
Seeking for her place; 
Never slowing, glimpsing, hearing, 
“Sufficient is My Grace.” 
 
Deaf to leaves and waves and wind 
That hush you to BE STILL! 
“Abide in Me and I in You;” 
That is the Father’s will. 
 
Caught in the limiting net of Time, 
You believe the Accuser’s voice. 
Yet, I in you continually cry, 
“Today Soul make your choice.” 
 
Clutch darkness, fear and hopelessness 
To your shrunken breast; 
Or cast aside that ego mask 
And be that God-possessed. 
 
At last, at last I hear Your Voice 
Piercing the howl of lies. 
I freely rest my soul in Thee… 
My Home, my Paradise. 
 
Friends wondered where she had gone… 
That fretful, seeking Soul. 
Oh, she’s returned to the Father’s House 
To abide and be made whole. 
 
 
     7
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Member News 
Congratulations to John Miatech, a relatively new member of the RW. 
He was the winner of the Poetry award at the recent 2012 San Francisco Writer's Conference and 
will soon be published by AuthorHouse, an imprint of Author Solutions.  His book will be titled What 
the Wind Says.  
He  currently has two self-published books of poetry: Things to Hope For and Waiting for Thunder.  

 
 
Linda C. McCabe will be a presenter at the Association for the Study of Women and Mythology 
conference in May in San Francisco.  The title of her paper is "Deconstructing Carolingian 
legends to discover feminine archetypes and symbolism." 

 
 

 I've been buried under work as of late, but I have some good news to share on the fiction 
and beer writing fronts. My short story "Infinity Juice" was recently accepted at Puerto del Sol (my 
first print fiction acceptance!), and another piece, "Kleptos," will be published by The Southeast 
Review. I also recently found out that my short-short piece "The Escape Artist" was nominated by 
failbetter for a Pushcart Prize. 
 Back in the September newsletter I mentioned that I'd signed my first book contract, 
for The Northern California Craft Beer Guide (with my wife, Anneliese Schmidt, doing the 
photography work). That book is finished and will be going to print in the next few weeks, to be 

released by Cameron + Company in late May. I've since quit my consulting job to focus on freelance beer writing and 
technical editing full-time, and I'm contributing regularly to the Bohemian and All About Beer.  
 —Ken Weaver, Beer Writer, Fiction Writer, Technical Editor 

 
Dear Members, 
 Please join me in welcoming Michelle Wing as our new PR Director for Redwood Writers!  
I expect she will use the momentum we've created and her journalistic experience to take our publicity 
efforts soaring to the next level. We're lucky to have her!  
 —Osha Belle Hayden, Former Publicity Director for Redwood Writers  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 1st Event 
6th Street Playhouse honors Women's History Month with plays, art show and Showcase of women honorees who have 
added to the cultural landscape of our county. Four of our own RW members have been selected to be honored: Jennie 
Orvino, Linda Loveland Reid, Kate Farrell and Maureen Studer. They will perform along with others on April 1 at the 
Showcase event at 6th Street Playhouse. Come enjoy readings, dancing, singing, and musical interludes. Go to 6th Street 
website for info.—Linda Reid 

 
 
The Point Reyes Light published my latest story "The Dinner Party" in the March 8th edition. What 
fun!—Susanna Solomon 
           8 



Dear Redwood Members, 
 You might have heard Amber Starfire mention this conference at our February 
general membership meeting, or have picked up one of its brochures. 
 What you might not know is that FOUR Redwood members will be presenting at this 
wonderful conference in Austin, Texas, April 13-15, 2012: 
Suzanne Sherman   Amber Le Starfire 
Linda Joy Myers   Kate Farrell 
For those of you who love memoir and life stories (women only), this is a great opportunity! 
 —Kate Farrell  

 
         

Book Launch for Jeanne Jusaitis  
 Author Jeanne Jusaitis returned to Mary Collins School at Cherry Valley, 
where she formerly taught middle grades students, to launch her debut novel for 
kids, Journey to Anderswelt.  A long-time teacher in the Petaluma School District, 
Jeanne said, “This is a thrilling moment for me. Like the story, I feel as if I am coming 
home after a long journey.” 
 About sixty students, former students, current teachers, retired teachers, and 
parents attended the launch and signing in the Mary Collins Library after school on 
Wednesday, March 7th.  They were treated to apple juice and pretzels, oompa-pa 

music, Strauss waltzes, a reading by the author, and a raffle. Raffle prizes, in keeping with the 
themes of the book, were a blu-ray DVD of The Sound of Music and a can of Mozart Kugel complete 
with Mozart’s red and gold portrait. One dollar from each book sold will go to the Cherry Valley 
Library.  A gift set of six books was donated to the school for classroom use, as well as a copy for 
the library.  
  Jeanne has drawn on her teaching experiences, her study of Celtic mythology, and her 
summers of chaperoning teens on European study tours to create her debut novel. She is now 
working on a sequel. 
  Journey to Anderswelt is available on Amazon, in your local bookstores, and in coffee 
shops all over Sonoma County.  

 
 

Please welcome these new Redwood Writers members:  Judy Anderson, Christina Gleason, Raymond Lee 
Zager, Ken Kappell, Kelly Staples, Alexis E. Farjado, Liz Russell and Sharon Vinay.—Julie A. Winrich, RW 
Membership Chair 

 

Author Support Group 
Hi All, 
 The Author Support Group meets prior to the regular Redwood Writers 
meeting, from 1:00-2:30 p.m.  
 On March 11th, the group enjoyed a lively meeting. We spent some time 

discussing how to structure our writing and discovered that a number of us use index cards (both physical and software-
based, such as Scrivener) for structuring fiction and nonfiction stories. Others of us prefer to write "by the seat of our 
pants." So we talked about the pros and cons of each method. We also traded resources and information.  
 For example, did you know about Book TV? Before this meeting, I didn't! Check it out: http://www.booktv.org/ 
and on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/booktv. 
 I invite you to join the Author Support Group next month, April 8th, from 1-2:30 p.m. as we tackle topics of 
interest, ranging from publishing and marketing to questions of craft. 
 —Amber Lea Starfire, Writer/Editor/Teacher   
 amber@writingthroughlife.com       http://www.writingthroughlife.com 
             9 
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Announcements 

Writers Forum of Petaluma proudly presents David Pokorny 
April 19  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 
$15 at the door 

Writing Comedy, What's So Funny? Part II 
He’s back by popular demand. If you missed Dave's February Writers Forum Workshop, you're in luck! He's back to 
continue what he started. More comedy writing. 
  Dave Pokorny just finished a successful three-week run at The Glaser Center, where he presented his first one-
man show, Based On a True Story. “The very funny show nicely demonstrates Pokorny’s skill as a writer…Mashing up 
hilarious tales of life on the road with outrageously arcane automotive laws…Pokorny is engaging and comfortable on 
stage, slipping in and out of character as he bounces his narrative back and forth like a rubber ball. Based on a True Story 
is sweet, cleverly done, and even in its most serious moments, is always honestly, and humanly, funny,” says David 
Templeton, Second Row Center, KRCB radio. 
  DAVID POKORNY, the creator and host of the award-winning monthly storytelling show, West Side Stories, was 
able to quit his “day job” and make his living as a standup comic touring the western half of the U.S. for a decade, 
opening up for such talents as Jim Carrey and Ellen DeGeneres. After becoming the house emcee at San Francisco’s #1 
comedy club and a regular on the Vegas strip, he gave it all up to pursue a lucrative career as a stay-at-home dad. Seven 
macaroni-and-cheese-filled years later he returns to the stage.  
 —submitted by Marlene Cullen www.thewritespot.us 

 
Linda Loveland 
Reid's books and  
her paintings are for 
sale at the Redwood 
Cafe in Cotati, until 
March 30th. 
Drop in and visit. 
Also landscapes by 

Jordon Pepper are available. Check out Linda's new 
and revised website to see all of her pictures and 
links to her books: www.lindalovelandreid.com.  

 
Her next show & 
book sale will be at 
Share Exchange on 
5th St., Santa Rosa. 
Reception April 6th 
from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Free food and wine. 
 
 
Party Girl, by Linda 
Loveland Reid 
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I am scheduled to teach Business Writing 101 at College of Marin beginning Thursday, 
March 29 and continuing for three Thursday nights total from 6:10 to 7:30. To register, 
call College of Marin or visit their website. It is a continuing education course. 
—Arlene Miller, M.A. - bigwords101 - Your Words Are Our Business! 
Author of The Best Little Grammar Book Ever! 
Available from Amazon: Click Here!  
Grammar and Business Writing Workshops for Your Company 

on the web: http://www.bigwords101.com/ e-mail: info@bigwords101.com 

WHAT IS DOING P/R DOING? 

 You may well ask. In fact, the definition of "public relations" has changed with technological advances. Fifty 
years ago, it generally meant publicity and press agents. More recently, it extends to "engagement" and "relationship 
building." 
 In 2011/12, the Public Relations Society of America led an international effort to replace a definition adopted in 
1982 by the PRSA National Assembly with: “Public relations are a strategic communication process that builds mutually 
beneficial relationships between organizations and their publics." 
 Interestingly, the PRSA mentions marketing and fundraising and also "implementing the organization's efforts to 
influence or change public policy." Exercise caution in this respect. The CWC cannot, for instance, tell members how to 
vote. 
 For the CWC and its branches, public relations new or old boils down to not just informing the community about 
what you do but making clear why it should matter to them. Do you offer a scholarship? Run a contest? Hold events 
they can attend? If you do, get the word out.  
 Avail yourselves of current technology as well as tried-and-true handouts and posters. Above all, never miss the 
opportunity to network. 
 Speaking of networking, consider saving Saturday afternoon, July 21, for some face-to-face socializing at our 
annual pot-luck picnic that, in the words of CWC president Bob Garfinkle, "continues the glorious tradition that Jack 
London and his literary pals began over 100 years ago with informal outdoor literary salons -'a blanket and a basket of 
chow' - on the lands that are now Oakland's 500-acre Joaquin Miller Park." We gather at the Fire Circle. Details follow.

 Good luck and sail on!—Donna McCrohan Rosenthal, PR chair for the CWC, pr@calwriters.org 

 
The Community of Writers at Squaw Valley 

The deadline to apply is upon us. If you plan to apply, now is the time! 

Make sure your submission arrives by April 2. 
 The Community of Writers is pleased to announce our 2012 Summer Writing Workshops in Poetry, Writers 
Workshops, and Screenwriting, and is now accepting applications and submissions. Our dates and deadlines are more 
than a month earlier than usual. Please make a note of them to avoid disappointment. 
 Every summer for over four decades, the Community of Writers at Squaw Valley has brought together poets, 
prose writers, and screenwriters for separate weeks of workshops, individual conferences, lectures, panels, readings, 
and discussions of the craft and the business of writing. Our goal is to assist writers to improve their craft and thus move 
them closer to publication.http://www.squawvalleywriters.org/index.html 
—Submitted by Helen Sedwick, RW Member  
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  CRAFT 
• David Corbett, “The Next Step: Finding the Character Behind the Character” 

• Geri Spieler, “Facts for Fiction Writers: Research Secrets” 

• Arlene Miller, “ Grammar: Don’t Skip This Important Step” 

• Catherine Brady, “Revealing Character Through Dialog” 

GENRE 
• Christopher Gortner, “Historical Fiction: Stepping Back in Time” 

• Deborah Grabien, “Jumping into Mystery with Character” 

• Jody Gehrman, “Give Your YA Fiction Zap and Zing” 

• Abby Bogomolny, “Poetry: The Oldest Literature” 

PUBLISHING 
• Verna Driesbach, “Fabulous Fiction” 

• Pete Masterson, “Indie Publishing How-To” 

• Laurie McLean & Verna Dreisbach, “Undercover Agents” 

• eBook Panel: “Leap to the Future” with Robert Digitale, Scott James, Mark 

Coker, Rob Loughran 

MARKETING 
• Frances Caballo, “I’m on Facebook, Now What Do I Do?” 

• Joel Friedlander, “Blogging as a PR Tool” 

• Lee Stein, “How to Google to Promote Yourself & Your Book” 

• Jeane Slone, “Local Steps in Promoting Your Books” & Suzanne Lang, KRCB, “Radio &Writers” 

  

~ To Register, go to the Redwood Writers’ website at www.redwoodwriters.org. Early Bird registration 

lasts through March 15. CWC members pay only $120 or $150 after the deadline. Non-members pay $150 or 

$180 thereafter. Students age14-22 pay a flat $75 with scan of their student ID.  

 

~ And right now, you can also enter the Prose Contest (must be registered) and/or the Poetry 

Contest, both conducted in conjunction with the Conference. Monetary prizes of $100, $50 and $25 will be 

awarded in both contests. The last date for submissions is March 5, no exceptions.  

 

~ Award-winning author  David Corbett will also be the conference keynote speaker, 

giving his pre-breakout session talk “Beyond the Book: Writing Opportunities 

in a Multi-Platform Era.” California Poet Laureate Emeritus Al Young will be 

keynote speaker at Poetry Night with its theme “Poetic Journeys.” 
 

~ Questions? Please visit www.redwoodwriters.org or contact registrar@redwoodwriters.org. 

 
Redwood Writers branch of the CWC 

“Next Step” Writers Conference 
~ Poetry Night--April 27 at the Flamingo Hotel in 

Santa Rosa, ~ Conference--April 28 at the 

Bertolini Student Center on the Santa Rosa 

Junior College campus. You don’t have to travel 

far to attend a conference that features some 

of the best presenters around!  

 

April 27  

Poetry Night 

 

April 28 

Conference 
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