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President’s Message: 

Fuggestaboutit!!! 

By Linda Loveland Reid 
 Do you think that good writing needs lots of descriptive adjectives, active adverbs, wild nouns and verbs? 
Well, my thoughts are bifurcated about this conundrum. I mean why eschew all the doohickey words; why be 
persnickety about such things? 

I say fuggestaboutit. Life is too much of a shebang anyway, just as it is. Why get loopy and try to hornswoggle 
your reader. They are too misconbobbulated anyway. Using such ubiquitous language is gunky and makes you 
out to be the big kahuna and indubitably will cause folks to think you are cockalorumous.  

Use your noggin and forget about the scuttlebutt, that is, don't worry about making your writing wonky or full 
of zeitgeist. Indubitably, some rapscallion or another will find some text fungible and try to girdle meanings 
together, using prestidigitation draconian methods. 

When you get right down to it, namby-pamby text is only just lackadaisical twaddle with wasabi hotness 
eliminated. Life is short. We must keep our fancy-dance writing in our pantaloons, so to speak. 

So don’t join the sanctimonious. Don’t become a flanker and attack those who are trying. Don’t snuffle and 
walkabout like a wordmonger popinjay. Just kerplunk your hoi polloi attitudes along with those in the know, 
have the gumption to stop monkeying around with cattywampus words. Settle down and schmooze with the 
rest of us wannabees. 

So instead of doing the amygdala thing, you know, resisting, just strive for clarity. 

Personally, I don’t know what the hullabaloo is all about. I say fiddledeedee until tomorrow and I’ll be 
gobsmacked if I’m going to write like that! 

In This Issue: 
We have kayaking writers at an OMR and promises of swimming at the next Redwood Salon. There’s a change of dates 
for the SoCo Coffee Readings hosted by Redwood Writers. We’ll learn more about the technology of social media at our 
September 17th Tech Day. The ever popular Book Festival is just around the corner; look for the two-page spread.  Linda 
Reid’s column this month speaks about simplifying our writing—finding the clarity. Mark Adair’s column delves deeper 
into the psychology of computer technology and writing.  Read them both and you’ll find the summertime theme of … 
escape.—Robin Moore, Editor                                           1                    
              



Terri Farley will speak at the August 14th Redwood Writers Meeting  
Theme: Writing a Series isn’t Child’s Play 

Come listen to Terri Farley speak at the Redwood Writers meeting 
on Sunday, August 14th. The theme of her talk will be Writing a Series Isn't 
Child's Play. Farley, the author of the well-known Phantom Stallion novel 
series, will speak about writing for teens and middle grades students. The 
meeting will be held from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Flamingo Hotel in the 
Empire Room. Please arrive at 2:30 p.m. to sign in and have time to visit 
with other writers. A small fee of $5 for members and $8 for non-members 
is asked to cover expenses and light refreshments. 

Bio: 
Terri Farley is a cowgirl at heart. Growing up in Los Angeles, 

California didn't keep her from saving her allowance for rides at nearby 
stables. After college, Farley taught remedial reading in an inner-city high 
school in Los Angeles, where she learned animal stories could touch even 
the most shielded hearts. 

Terri's PHANTOM STALLION series is set in today's Nevada. WILD 
HORSE ISLAND takes place on a fictional Hawaiian island and SEVEN TEARS 
INTO THE SEA weaves the north coast of contemporary California with 
ancient Celtic legends of the selkie. It was nominated as an ALA (American 
Library Association) best book for young adults. 

Terri's fact-based fiction is equal parts investigation and imagination and she doesn't mind getting her hands 
dirty. She's ridden across the Nevada desert in a Pony Express reenactment, spent ten days in the saddle for a Nevada-
California cattle drive, and job- shadowed paniolos on Hawaii. As an Earthwatch volunteer, she hiked the sand dunes 
and swales of an uninhabited island off the coast of North Carolina, studying wild horse behavior. As a Marine Mammal 
Institute volunteer, she coaxed an orphaned sea lion to take her first bottle. 

Terri has studied wild horses on the Nevada range and acted as a humane observer during BLM helicopter 
round-ups. She makes frequent visits to determine the condition of corralled wild horses. In March 2010, she broke the 
story that captive mustang foals' births and deaths were not recorded by BLM. 

Now a plaintiff in a lawsuit against the Department of the Interior, she's joined in asking a court to order the 
Bureau of Land Management to obey the Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971 and return 1,800 mustangs 
from the Calico Mountains (setting for her PHANTOM STALLION series) to their native lands. 

A graduate of San  os  State  niversity, Terri earned a B.A. and Secondary teaching credential in English, and a 
Master's degree in Journalism at the University of Nevada, Reno. Her thesis “Cry Havoc!” explores press freedom inside 
American-Japanese internment camps. 

Terri holds memberships in the National Council of Teachers of English and the International Reading 
Association. She loves making author visits in grades K-12, as well as presenting workshops for teachers, writers and 
librarians. 

Her favorite presentations have been for the Society of Children’s Book Writers and 
Illustrators, the Texas Library Association and library visits she makes with real live mustangs. 

 

Redwood Salon Sunday August 28th 

Theme:  Lazy days of summer! 
 Come to the Russian River in Healdsburg from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and 
swim, or if you are not a swimmer come from 5:00 to 8:00 for a barbeque and 
readings. All attendees must RSVP to learn the location and if you wish to 
read. For 5 minute reading sign-ups, and directions RSVP to: Sher Gamard 
gmard@redshift.com  To volunteer to bring food, email: sandybaker131@gmail.com  
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RW Readings at SoCo Coffee August 27th 
Open Mic will continue to be held at SoCo Coffee in Santa Rosa on 4th Street. 
The date will change effective in August, from 2nd Saturday to 4th Saturday. 
The time will change from 3:00-5:00 to 6:00-8:00 p.m.. 
  
Please look at dates below for 2011/12.  
This September and December dates at SoCo are cancelled due to conflicting events. 
  
Join us on Saturday, August 27 at 6 p.m. for our next 
Redwood Writers Readings at SoCo. Guest Readers will be 
Harry's Harem. Harry Reid, Fran Claggett, Charlene Bunas, 
Laura Blatt, Carolyn McLeese, Ren Nelson and Linda Reid are 
all part of this group of lively wordsmiths. Charlene Bunas 
will be the hostess.  After our guest readers, we’ll have a 
break and then our open mic readings. 
Please arrive at 5:30 p.m. to sign up for the open mic 
readings.  The open mic readings will begin after the break. 
 
This is a permanent change in schedule for the monthly 
readings at SoCo Coffee. They will now be held on the 4th Saturdays of each month, and the times are changed to 
evenings. —Linda Reid 

 
SoCo Open Mic Dates (4th Saturday evenings from 6:00    to 8:15 p.m.  2012 
2011          April 28 (CANCELLED due to RW 
August 27         Writers Conference    
September 24th (CANCELLED due to Book Festival)    May 26 
October 22         June 23 
November 26         July 28 
December 24 (CANCELLED due to Christmas)     August 25 
2012          September 22 
January 28          October 27 
February 25         November 24 
March 24         December 22 

 

Redwood Writers Tech Day Workshop  
September 17th 9:00-3:30 p.m.  – Flamingo Hotel, Santa Rosa 

“The time has come the walrus said, to speak of many things…” of 
Twitter and Facebook, Linked In or a blog. What is your need? Courage, focus, 
direction or clarifying the tagline that speaks to your message? 

Think ahead to September 17th, (see flyer near end of this newsletter,) 
and sign up for the answers to (well, most of) your questions about social 
media, platforms and the world beyond. Been flummoxed, discouraged, fearful 
and anxious about the new world of self-promotion? Come for your shot of 

adrenaline, your dose of encouragement, and learn to apply your creativity in this realm. 
Last fall, my critique group spent time with Beth Barany, our presenter and coach for this September 17th RW 

event, and came away with new blogs, up and running, and with satisfaction for a day well-spent. We spiffed up, 
clarified and rewrote our messages. We identified our audiences in new ways and found the focus for where we wanted 
to go. 

The flyer gives you the raw data on Beth. What it can’t tell you is of her great patience, her ability to extract your 
truths and her strong knowledge of how and where to guide you on your journey.  See you September 17.—Arletta 
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Member in the Spotlight: Leigh Anne Lindsey 
Sci-fi/fantasy writer Leigh Anne Lindsey is also the founder of 

SeaStorm Press, an epublishing and emarketing company whose very first 
ebook was picked up by a traditional publisher just after its release. As 
you'll see from this interview, her success is the result of effort, 
cooperation, skill, and much determination. 

What led to your smashing success with SeaStorm? 
It's due to the great partnership I have with my brother, Jim T. Lindsey, the 
author of SeaStorm's first ebook, The Flaw in the Fabric – Book 1 of A 
Traveller's Guide for Lost Souls. He had a manuscript ready to go that he'd 
worked on for the past six years and had edited by professionals for the 
past year.  

I had sales and marketing experience from 18 years in the 
technology industry in Silicon Valley, as well as social media expertise gained since joining the California Writers Club in 
January 2009. I learned how important it is to have a platform even before you begin writing. Well, I'd been writing a 
futuristic thriller in the '90s, but in 2002, it all came to an abrupt stop because of health reasons. It wasn't until 2009 that 
I was able to get back to writing.  

In February of this year all the elements came together, and Jim and I were on the path to creating an indie 
publishing entity for me and an e-book for him.  

Why an ebook instead of a print book? I knew we had to go the ebook route. It is the future of publishing. I've 
always been good at forecasting technology. It's one of those innate things, I suppose.  

What was it like building an indie publishing business? Jim allowed me to build my firm, make mistakes, correct 
them, and move on. He is always supporting my efforts. Having had several businesses in the past, I knew the required 
basics: business name, bank account, websites, etc. Then there were the social media sites to set up or revise. Next, it 
was following the online retailer's upload and formatting requirements.  

What are you writing now, and will you publish your own work? A futuristic thriller called Deadly Deeds. The 
idea came to me one day while hiking on Mt. Tam in Mill Valley where I used to live. Over the years it has kept its 
tentacles in me, refusing to let go! And, yes, I will publish my work, as well as the work of several others, through 
SeaStorm. 

What's next? I will continue my involvement with writers groups like the Redwood Writers, California Writers 
Club, book fests, and writers conferences. With SeaStorm, I'll do webcasts, webinars, and SeaCast Radio. I'll be 
interviewing authors in my favorite genre: speculative fiction. And, if it's in the cards, I'd like to have writer retreats at 
the family ranch and vineyards in Mendocino.  

To learn more about Leigh Anne, visit www.SeaStormPress.com . 
 

 

Redwood Writers enjoyed kayaking on the Russian River at Guerneville after the Odd Month 
Reading at the city library on July 16th.  There’s nothing like play to stimulate your creativity!—
Robin Moore, Editor 

 
(L.) Deborah 
Taylor-French 
(R.) Deborah, 
Tom & 
Susanna         

 

   

                                  4 

http://www.seastormpress.com/


Empire Records…since 1959—Mark Adair http://markadair.com 

Among other things, I’m passive-aggressive. I flirt with several neuroses, but passive-aggressive…well, she’s my 
true mistress. I don’t want to brag, but after decades of 

rendezvous upon rendezvous we know exactly where and 
how to press each other’s buttons. Achieving this level of 
intimacy demanded diligence, persistence, creativity, a bit 
of delusional victimization, and most importantly, a 
seductive narcotic…inviting me in and whispering sweet 
nothings in my ear. And that’s where technology came in. 

I’m a responsible, bill-paying American (best said 
with a Texas accent) – a trait my parents passed on to me in 
my formative years. So when I surveyed the land of career 
opportunities, looking through my special responsibility 

glasses, I knew technology fit like George and Gracie, 
governments and debt, Hawaii and aloha. So I waded into the rather chilly waters and struggled 
to adjust to the temperature, measured not in degrees but in continual newness…and dollars. I found out I liked 
newness and dollars. They became my friends. They helped distract me and promised safety. And then one day I 
stopped noticing the cold.   

To make a very long story much shorter, and more palatable, time flew by, responsibilities grew, and my lover 
began to get on my nerves. First, I tired of her innuendo – if you give me a few more hours you can…and you know how 
good that feels. Years later, she ceased enticing and switched to a new tactic – ranting and raving, demanding that I love 
her or else my family would be visited with something painful and displacing. To be quite frank, she scared the s@#t out 
of me…and provided me with a built-in excuse to avoid that which I truly loved. Here’s a life lesson for you (no charge) – 
if you don’t risk anything, you won’t fail. She taught me that. Oh, here’s another – if you fail, you will probably 
lose…everything.   

Where am I going with all this? I’m a writer, right? I don’t spend the majority of my quality thinking time 
engaged in character and plot development (yet), but nonetheless I’m a writer. The competition? Technology – the 
narcotic of choice offered from the sweet lips of my lover.  

 I just watched Empire Records…again. I watched these young adults “work” at their record store for one day. In 
the midst of the craziness and musical explosions, life beckoned them – one girl to singing in a band and another to 
facing a difficult life, a guy to Art School, and a boss to owning instead of managing. Risks they passionately avoided. 
While their passive-aggressive mistress doled out the drug of the known and the safe, one guy’s spontaneous, spell-
breaking action changed everything. Maybe that’s why I love that movie…or maybe it’s just because someone created it 
– the story, the characters, the soundtrack, the sets…all of it…and it helps me feel, contemplate, laugh, wonder. I love 
that…more than money… more than technology.   

So have I learned anything or am I simply self-analyzing out loud? I recently took several weeks break. Exhausted 
from the affair, I stopped Facebooking, Tweeting, Stumbling, blogging, etc. After the shakes subsided, life went 
on…more than just on…forward. In a moment of spell-breaking spontaneity, I ceased trysting with Miss Passive-
Aggressive and guess what? The sun rose and set…spectacularly. Here’s a new lesson: Life is risk; people are life; 
technology is just a tool.  

 
 
 

                         
RW Members at 
play after the July 
OMR: (L.) Tom 
Mariani & 
Susanna Soloman, 
(R.) Jeane Slone                                
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Sonoma County Book Festival 
(No entrance fee—it’s free!) 
What does it have to do with Redwood Writers? Everything! 
When? Saturday, September 24th 
Where? Santa Rosa’s downtown Old Courthouse Square 
Time? 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
What? Books! 
Come browse through more than 100 exhibitor booths staffed by bookstores, 
local authors, and book-related associations. 

Volunteer in our booth! Sign up now to volunteer in the RW Booth! Email 
Mary McElroy. You will be contacted for a time slot at the booth. Thanks!
 Sell your book at RW Village – FREE! This is a $300 value, but because you 
are a RW author, you can sell your book for free. You must contact Jo Lauer to 
sign up for a table inside the RW Village (first come, first serve).   

Sell your eBook at RW Village – Free! Contact Kate Farrell and arrange to 
sell at RW’s eBook Table. 

Volunteer to “Barker” for RW. Sandy Banker is organizing members to roam the Festival and handout schedules 
for the RW Reading Circle.  

Redwood Writers Village - We want to make a splash! Come to the RW Booth and get your member badge. 
When you walk around the Festival, RWs are everywhere! 

Redwood Writers Reading Circle – Come listen to over 50 authors from all across the community read from their 
works. Ana Manwaring is coordinating. 

Enjoy the sun on a Saturday afternoon, stroll, eat, visit with friends, meet authors and booksellers, attend 
panels…in other words, have a ball! 

www.socobookfest.org speakers, exhibitors, events. 
RW Book Festival Team: 
Coordinator – lindareid100@sbcglobal.net    Author Sales--Jo Lauer josrca@sonic.net 
Reading Circle & Tech Dir – AnaManwaring@gmail.com   eBook Table--Kate Farrell    

catherine.farrell@comcast.net 
Booth Coordinator –maryemcelroy@yahoo.com Sandy Baker – sandybaker131@gmail.com 

 
   

Sonoma County Book Festival  
Attention Redwood Writers: Your chance to shine! Sell and promote your book, FREE 

of charge, with thousands of local prospective buyers at your fingertips. Sound good? Keep 
reading. 

This year’s Sonoma County Book Festival, Saturday, September 24th, from 10 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., is the opportunity you’ve been waiting for. We’ll have table space provided for you 
to sell your book(s) and display your promotional material in the Redwood Writers Village, 
close to the Redwood Writers Reading Circle at the corner of 4th and Mendocino (between the 
fountain and the Bistro.). 

You get: 2 consecutive hours and 3’ of table space (we’ll provide the 6’ table to share 
and a chair for you); you keep all the proceeds. 

Your responsibility:   Sign up! The sooner the better! Bring your promotional 
materials; make your space shine. Please donate one signed copy of your book for the Reading 
Circle raffle. Bring your own cashbox and change. 

Promote the heck out of this event early—Facebook, blogs, e-mail, Twitter, LinkedIn, 
etc. Tell everyone you know. This is your chance to practice building a platform and bringing 
people to you.  (Continued)       
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e-book author only? We haven’t forgotten you. You’ll be able to download your book onto a flash drive and 
transfer it to an electronic reader right there at your very own table. Consider downloading a free excerpt from your 
book as a giveaway. 

It’s so simple!  ust send me an e-mail with your interest and commitment. You can request your first and second 
time-slot choices (10–noon, noon–2, or 2–4), and I’ll do my very best to meet your needs (though, no guarantee). I’ll be 
assigning 2-hour time slots the first part of September. 

When writers help writers, everyone wins. Please get back to me soon. I can be reached at joscra@sonic.net or 
by phone at 707-544-7620. I look forward to seeing you there!—Jo Lauer, Book Festival Planning Committee   

 

Hi Redwood Writers! 

Here’s your chance to give ONE HOUR ONLY of help to the Redwood Writers 

at the Sonoma County Book Festival on Saturday, September 24, 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m. It’s in downtown Santa Rosa on the Courthouse Square between 3rd and 4th Streets. 
You’ll probably be there anyway, selling your books, visiting all the other booths, reading 
your latest piece, or listening to others. 
  We need SIX Redwood Writers to help pass out flyers announcing our Readers' 
Circle and Author Signing schedules. It's that simple. Here's the deal: 
Title: Redwood Writer Roamer, maybe Rover, perhaps Rambler! 
Responsibilities:  
1) Walk around and distribute Redwood Writer flyers (we design & print).   
2) Make sure Reading Circle groups have enough flyers.  
3) Smile and be a great representative for our fabulous organization.  
4) Wear a Redwood Writer tee-shirt.  
5) Wear an eye-catching decorated hat or carry a decorated umbrella (we'll do the hat!). 
 6) Have a good sense of humor.  
7) Enjoy yourself. 

Compensation: Fun, gratification, thanks, new friends, and fans.  
To apply: Please contact Sandy Baker: sandybaker131@gmail.com 
Hurry, only 6 positions available. They'll go fast! Apply early, choose your hour! 
I'm awaiting your emails. —Sandy Baker 

Sonoma County Book Festival 
Saturday Sept 24, 2011 10:00am-4:00pm 
Old Courthouse Square, Santa Rosa, CA 
Our threesome is collaborating to share a booth and as readers in Redwood Village, Readers Circle. Come by and visit us 
for details!—Kate Farrell 

Kate Farrell - Wisdom Has a Voice: Every Daughter’s Memories of Mother 
http://wisdomhasavoice.com/ 

Margie Yee Webb -  Cat Mulan's Mindful Musings: Insight and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life   
http://www.catmulan.com/ 

Teresa LeYung Ryan - Build Your Writer’s Platform & Fanbase In 22 Days; Love Made of Heart   
http://www.lovemadeofheart.com/ 

Look for these local celebrities who cheer for SFWC, WNBA, CWC, and all literacy advocates.    
 

Redwood Reading List: 
I recently read Riding Godzilla by RW member P.S. Foley. It offers a very touching look at grief and healing. There’s lots 
of horse action too. Now I’m reading The God Patent by Ransom Stephens. Great opening!—Robin Moore  
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Poetry Place 

 

A Moment in Time 
 —Amber Lea Starfire  
 
 
Two wind chimes sing, 
golden to my soul’s sweet longing, 
like some ancient calling, when 
writer’s urge strikes swift, and deep; 
compulsion hurries me 
to capture what, in agony, 
I cannot see but only feel. 
 
Time-worn church bells toll, 
their call resounding in the  
caverns of my soul, remembering 
some lifetime long ago, 
while dangling silver brightly 
adds its clanking timbre, light and 
joyous, amidst those deeper solemn tones. 
 
Then sirens scream,  
setting all the dogs yipping, howling; 
their involuntary song beckons,  
a cave-dwelling, bison-painting instinct 
to seize at once the wild 
spirit song of wind and bells and  
chimes. Crows caw their own sung answer  
to this moment, this one and only  
moment in time. 
 

 
Editor’s Note: Poetry Place is now a 
regular feature in the newsletter. Each 
month a poem or two will be selected 
to be printed in the newsletter. Poems 
will be chosen based on the space 
available. Send one poem per person. 

Use 12 point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems 
work best. 
 
Send poems as a Word document via email to  
Juanita J. Martin, Acquistions Editor 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the 
month to be included in the following month’s edition. 
 
 
 
 

 
Transition 
—Kay Mehl Miller 
 
 
I’m not afraid of winter 
Now! 
It is gone. 
Hot languid summer 
Suffocates me 
With its sweetness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live Long Enough 
—Venus Maher 
 
Live long enough  
And laughter replaces pomposity 
As humor leavens all things. 
 
Live long enough   
And drama becomes unpalatable 
As black & white yield to gray. 
 
Live long enough  
And judgment dissolves 
As compassion accumulates. 
 
Live long enough  
And tea becomes medicine 
As silence germinates. 
 
Live long enough 
And memories falter 
as strength wanes.  
 
Live long enough 
And finally  
A body 
Isn’t needed 
Anymore.  
      8 
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Member News 
Congratulations to Jean Wong! She has won an online memoir contest 
with a 4th of July theme.  
Though it is more about New Year's Eve than 4th of July, there are 
fireworks and wonderful images. 
Jean captures the feeling that all of us had at one time when we 
experienced young yearnings.—Kate Farrell 
http://womensmemoirs.com/memoir-scrapbooking/memoir-writing-
contest-every-new-years-eve-by-jean-wong/ 

 
 
Natasha Yim's ten-minute comedy, "Flavor of the Month" has been selected for Fire Rose 
Productions (www.fireroseproductions.com) ten-minute play festival. This will be Natasha's fourth 
play for Fire Rose Productions. In 2009, her play, "Playing with Knives" was one of six plays 
featured in "The Best Of..." gala performance. Performances will be in August at the Secret Rose 
Theatre in Hollywood, Los Angeles. 
 
Natasha will also be previewing her upcoming picture book biography, Cixi, the Dragon Empress 
(Goosebottom Books, 2011) at the August meeting. The official release date is not till October, but 

Natasha will have advance copies for sale and signing. Come stop by and say, "Hello". RW members will get 15% 
discount. 

 
Redwood Writers member Louise J. Belle’s booklet, To Sue or Not to Sue, was re-released by Davis 
Publishing in Sonoma County between April 25th and May 23rd at thirteen retail outlets, selling 
twenty-three copies. It is a self-help primer for deciding between using small claims court and filing 
a law suit – an entertaining and informative resource. The first release was Sept. 14, 2010 to Oct. 19, 
2010, at twenty-six outlets, selling twenty-five copies.—Diane H. Davis 

 
I want to thank the 106 members who renewed early for the raffle, and the donors of the raffle 
prizes: 
Tam Nguyen at MacAdvantage in Rohnert Park; the RW Board; Charlotte Cook and Jon James Miller from Adapting 
Sideways; Arlene Miller; and Ana Manwaring, Jeannie Miller, Mark Pavlichek from JAM Manuscript Consulting.  
 
Congratulations to the Winners who are: 
Linda L. Reid - IP 4500 Canon Photo Printer, donated by MacAdvantage 
Robert Digitale - Reimbursement of the Redwood Writers 2011-2012 Renewal fee 
Mario Alves and Cindy Pavlinac - Charlotte Cook, Adapting Sideways editing 
Juanita J. Martin and Carol A. Collier - Jon James Miller, Adapting Sideways editing 
Nancy Gallop - Arlene Miller's book: Best Little Grammar Book Ever! OR editing 
Frank Baumgardner - Ana Manwaring, JAM Manuscript Consulting editing 
Joan (J.R.) Brady - Jeannie Miller, JAM Manuscript Consulting editing 
Leigh Anne Lindsey - Mark Pavlicheck, JAM Manuscript Consulting editing 
 
A hearty welcome to new members: Steve Boga, Jennie Orvino, Jack Russ, Clarice Stasz, Marilyn Greenberg Wolters, and 
Blake Webster. —Julie A. Winrich, RW Membership Chair 

 
 
A Man Walks Into a Bar...A Compendium of Filthy, Uncouth, Lewd, Lusty and Lascivious Jokes, written, 
compiled, borrowed and stolen by Rob Loughran is now available as an e-book on Kindle. 
Check it out at:  http://www.amazon.com/dp/B005AHSBAE —Rob Loughran   9 
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Two new members of Redwood Writers, Blake Webster and Steve Boga, would 
like to announce the release of the latest book in their Make-Money-Online Series: “How 
to Make Money Writing for the Internet, A Step-by-Step Guide to Publishing Your Work 
Online.” 

The title is available at Amazon.com in both print and Kindle format. 
Print: www.amazon.com/Make-Money-Online-Internet-Step---Step-
Publishing/dp/1463601255/   Kindle: www.amazon.com/Make-Money-Online-Step---
Step-Publishing-        ebook/dp/B00599QDZS/  

We are looking for reviews of the book and would like to offer a PDF version of 

the book to the first five members who respond. You can respond via this thread or 
directly to Blake Webster at blake@mediadesign-mds.com  
  The world needs writers more than ever. Text—and increasingly online text—is 
still our strongest communication tool. With the rise of the Internet and the fall of the 
economy, aspiring writers face formidable competition. If you want to generate income 
writing online content, you must stand out from the crowd. “How to Make Money 
Writing for the Internet,” shows you how to do that. 

This book also explores in detail the major online markets for writers and writer 
wannabes. You will learn how to: write for Search Engines, create & promote a Website, 
approach Content Providers, embrace Social Media, write an Ebook, sell your Editorial 

Services, author a Blog, write for Online Magazines, create online Press Releases, become 
a Google News publisher, and much more.    

Are you ready to take up the challenge of writing online?   
Blake Webster is a web & multimedia developer, web publisher, search engine optimization consultant, internet 

marketer and published author. He lives in Sonoma County. 
  Steve Boga has authored more than 35 books, including several the CreateSpace Way. A freelance writer-editor-
teacher, he lives in Sonoma County. 

 
 

I went to Borders with the intention of taking back my nine books that are on 
consignment there, not knowing how soon they may close permanently. I don't want 
them liquidated...anyway, there were only three books now and a sign that said it was 
a staff pick! I couldn't bear to take them so I left them. The sales manager Alex Jorges 
has been wonderful to this self-published author!  

—Arlene Miller 

 
 
Hello Redwood Writers! 
My article on the Napa 9/11 Memorial is the cover story on the July 6th Bohemian. Thanks to Redwood Writers members 
whose critiquing helped me get it ready for prime time: 

Patsy Ann Taylor 
Barbara Moehring 
Amber Lea Starfire 

Barbara Toboni 
Thanks! —Christina Julian 
Online version: 
http://www.bohemian.com/bohemian/07.06.11/feature-1127.html 
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Editing and Revision Groups — Are they for you?—Marlene Cullen 
Editing 

One way to look at editing is re-visioning. After you have written your first 
draft as fully as possible, it's time for re-visioning. You are your own first editor.  
Should you hire an editor? 

Yes, if you want to publish, especially if self-publishing. You can also have a 
trusted friend, or writing partner read your writing.  

The editor’s job is to make sure the writing looks good from all angles and to 
help shape the manuscript into a polished product that is saleable.   

Writers and editors are collaborators.  Their work dovetails to form a 
finished product that is ready for submitting. 
The writing process. 

Revision and editing are part of the writing process that goes along with the writing life. As Jean M. Auel, author 
of the six-novel series starting with The Clan of the Cave Bear, said:  ". . . when I'm working I write and rewrite and then 
reread it. Then I edit it and have to reread it. Then it's copyedited and I reread it. I check everything. It's my work, and I 
have to stay on top of it." Quote from The Costco Connection, April 2011. 
When should you give your manuscript to an editor? 

When you have shaped it the best you can. When you send polished work you are saying you are a careful writer 
and you respect the editor's time.  The editor will treat you as a serious writer. 

When you receive comments from the editor, remember he or she has the same goal as you . . . to produce 
work that is publishable. 
Revision Group Versus Critique Group  

I like the idea of calling the writing group a revision group rather than a critique group because that's what is 
going on—revising the writing.  The idea of a critique group may imply finding fault. 

The goal of being in a re-vision group is to share your written work with like-minded writers, who will read your 
work with respect and recommendations for development.  Ideally, this group should be a safe place to bring your work 
for feedback, suggestions for appropriate changes and encouragement. 
Should you be in a re-vision group? 

Yes, if you want to hear what your peers have to say. 
Yes, if you value the comments others will be making. 
Yes, if you want your good writing to become great writing. 
No, if you will feel the need to defend or argue about what you have written. 
Just like editors, group members are offering their time and their opinions. You are free to listen and accept, or 

listen and not make any changes. The key is to listen when comments are being made about your writing. Don't be 
defensive.  
How to be in a group successfully. 

When starting a new group, establish the rules.  Agree on the details of how to run the group, including a clause 
for a graceful exit if it's not a good fit. 

When you read someone else’s work and offer comments, use phrases that you would like to hear . . . "this is a 
sticky place for me". . . or "this is a speed bump and slows the reading". . . or "I'm not understanding." 

Be sure to also note what works especially well. Highlight what phrases, words or passages you like.  
When it's your turn to read your work, you can be proactive.  Say what you are looking for. What type of 

feedback do you want?  Do you want to know how your characters are coming across? Is the dialogue believable? 
Hopefully, revision workshop members are reading and commenting to help make the writing better . . . not 

evaluating nor critiquing the writer. Keep the focus on the writing. Don’t take the comments as personal judgments. 
Ideally, you should have some writing ready to be commented on before joining a group. If you don't, be careful about 
writing for the group. Keep your focus sharp about what and why you are writing. You aren't writing to please nor 
entertain the revision group. 
—Marlene Cullen, a cheerleader for writers. www.thewritespot.us 
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Tips and Steps to Becoming an Independent Publisher* 
By Sandy Baker 

 
 You’ve had it with agents and traditional publishers. You feel you’re wasting time 
with tepid or non-responses and want to move forward. And you don’t necessarily want to 
work through a subsidy publisher; you want more control. Sound like you? Think about 
becoming an independent publisher and doing it yourself.  Whichever way you choose to 
publish, you do all the marketing. 
 It’s not necessary to reinvent the wheel. As you proceed, you will learn a lot. I read, 
researched, questioned, and listened to the stories of other self- or independent 

publishers. I finally jumped in and became my own publishing company, Butterfly Books. Voilå!  Mrs. Feeny and the 
Grubby Garden Gang was born. The journey was not without bumps and challenges—and expense! 
 My genre and format drove my decision: a 32-page fully-illustrated, children’s color picture book. CreateSpace and 
many other subsidy publishers do not/cannot publish this kind of book. Therefore, my choice was to become an indie or 
find a small indie publishing house. I opted to become one myself. Following are the steps I took. Do what makes sense 
to you, and ignore what you don’t need or have already done. 
 1. Decide what book you want to publish, and buy a domain name for yourself or your book title’s future website. 
Decide who will “host” it. The biggies may be too big. I like to talk to humans and get quick responses to my questions. 
 2. Choose a name for your publishing company, but do a thorough name search before making it official—you do 
not want to be sued by someone who already owns that name. (You can search Google, Baker & Taylor Title Source III, 
Writers’ Market, Books in Print, LMP ((Literary Market Place), Bowker, Altavista.com, Thomas.net, 
www.sos.ca.gov/business.be/name-availability.htm, to name just a few sources.) 
 3. Hire an editor. Hire an illustrator. Hire a book designer. (These are typical publisher responsibilities). 
 4. Apply for a Federal Employer ID # (EIN) for federal tax purposes (for all that income). 
 5. Apply on-line for a Fictitious Business Name (DBA) through the County Clerk. You must publish your new name 
in a legal newspaper. 
 6. Apply for a Resale # (Seller’s license) through the State Board of Equalization (for reporting all the sales tax you 
must collect).  
 7. Buy a block of 10 ISBN #’s through Bowker. One is $125; ten are $250. Duh. 
 8. Design and build your website or hire someone to do it. Think about it: author-centric or book-centric? Also, 
think about a blog and its hook. 
 9. Decide who will print your book. I chose Lightning Source, Inc., again because they print my genre (they also 
print all of Amazon’s orders; LSI’s parent company, Ingram, ships them). I could have had Mrs. Feeny printed overseas 
for much less per copy, but I would have had to order at least 2000 books and waited eight to ten weeks to receive 
them. NB: LSI works only with “publishers,” not authors. 
 Here are some obstacles and issues you might consider.  

1. Kids’ picture books or any book with color, illustrations, photos, graphs and charts are more expensive to 
produce. Hardcovers are more expensive, too. 

 2.    Be prepared to find out how expensive illustrators or graphic designers are. 
3.  How fast do you want to receive your personal inventory and how many do you want to store? Do you have 

the $$? Do you have a dry, warm space for storage? 
4. Are you organized enough to even consider doing the paperwork related to taxes, inventory, accounting, 

mileage, expenses, etc. 
5. Do you want to sell from your website, do the mailing, collect the money by check, set up a PayPal account? 

  The bottom line is that you still need to research, including info on revenue splits and other expenses, regardless 
of what method you choose to publish. Know this: it won’t be cheap and you probably won’t make much money. But oh, 
the thrill and gratification of seeing that book published and printed, on bookshelves, and in people’s hands! Ask 
yourself what it is worth. 
 
*Much of this material was presented by me at the April 2, 2011 Redwood Writers Pre-publication Workshop. 
© Sandy Baker 2011            12 
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Announcements: 

Class/Workshop: Improving Your Luck 
Lucky people (including writers) who get good results are usually "quietly working behind 

the scenes." What are the traits "lucky" people share? Class leader Diane H. Davis explains how 
small choices add up over time - creating the future. 

The date is August 21, 2011, 3 to 5 p.m.  $10 covers materials and refreshments.The class 
is sponsored by the Community Outreach Program of Davis Publishing, www.davis-publishing.biz. 

Call Diane at 707-664-8656for register and directions to the meeting place in Penngrove.  

 
Free Workshop: The 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. FREE Writers Forum put on by Georgette G. deBlois and me, originally 

scheduled for July 16th, has been rescheduled for Saturday, October 8th. The theme will be “The future of the printed 
word.  Now that I've written something, how do I get it published?” Prose presenters will be 10 a.m. to noon. I will be 
conducting a poetry panel and open mic from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Hope to see you all there. I'll have more information and 
handouts at our September meeting.—Tom Mariani 

 

Writers Forum of Petaluma presents Belva Davis and Vicki Haddock 
Thursday, August 18, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  -  $15 at the door 

Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 
Belva Davis and Vicki Haddock: The Semi-Reluctant Memoirist 

Legendary TV news anchor Belva Davis and journalist Vicki Haddock share the inside story of their collaboration 
to produce the acclaimed memoir "Never In My Wildest Dreams: A Black Woman's Life in Journalism." As the first 
African American woman to report and anchor TV news in the West, Davis was been ringside to report the major stories 
of the era: the anti-war movement, the rise of the Black Panthers, the Jonestown massacre, the AIDS epidemic and 
more. She is one of the most familiar faces in broadcast journalism, and yet almost nobody knew the story behind the 
story. Nobody knew what Belva had to overcome to achieve her extraordinary success -- until now. She and Petaluma-
based writer Vicki Haddock discuss their sometimes agonizing struggles to decide what to leave in and what to leave out 
in order to produce this unflinching memoir. 

BELVA DAVIS helped change the face and focus of TV news. She shares the story of her extraordinary life in her 
spellbinding memoir, Never in My Wildest Dreams.  

Literary luminary Maya Angelou observed, “No people can say they understand the times in which they have 
lived unless they have read this book.”  

It offers an unflinching account of Davis’ struggle to break into broadcast journalism at a time when stories of 
particular importance to African Americans and women rarely made mainstream newscasts.  It was a time when news 
directors preposterously claimed that blacks couldn’t pronounce long words because their lips were “too thick to 
enunciate properly.” When a San Francisco station manager dismissed her from a job interview by explaining that he just 
wasn’t “hiring any Negresses." To continue reading Davis' fascinating biography, please go to: 
http://www.belvadavis.com/about 

VICKI HADDOCK is an award-winning journalist with three decades of experience as a reporter, editor, and 
occasional columnist for the San Francisco Chronicle and San Francisco Examiner, and before that, as political 
editor/writer for the Oakland Tribune. She has covered presidential and state campaigns, and investigated subjects such 
as juvenile justice reform, biological warfare research and privacy. Her newspaper writing was nominated for a Pulitzer 
Prize and she was garnered her the prestigious “Best in the West” print journalism award. Now a freelance writer, her 
work appears in magazines and newspapers throughout the United States, as well as in Canada, Africa and Europe. She 
is the co-author of Never in My Wildest Dreams, the memoir of broadcast journalism pioneer Belva Davis (PoliPoint 
Press, 2011.)  

For more information about Writers Forum: www.thewritespot.us  or contact Marlene - mcullen@comcast.net 
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The YWCA Sonoma County, provider of local domestic violence services, invites writers throughout the county to 
participate in their second annual Changing Hurt to Hope: Writers Speak Out Against Domestic Violence campaign. 

In anticipation of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, coming up in October, the YWCA is asking writers to 
address the issue of domestic violence in poetry, flash fiction and memoir. Authors and poets are free to explore the 
topic from many perspectives; creative responses are encouraged. 

The YWCA will host three nights of author readings in Sebastopol, Santa Rosa and Cloverdale in October. A 
representative of the YWCA will be in contact with writers about potential dates in October if their work is selected. 

Flash fiction and memoir pieces should not exceed 1000 words. Up to three poems may be submitted, but the 
total number of pages of poetry shall not exceed three. Entries should be in Times New Roman, 12 point font, double-
spaced. Poetry may be single spaced. Submit electronically in a Word document to wingpoet@gmail.com. Include 
author’s name, city of residence, phone number, and e-mail address. The deadline for submissions is Sept. 1, 2011. 
For more information, contact Michelle Wing at (707) 478-1460 or wingpoet@gmail.com or Donata Bohanec, Volunteer 
Coordinator at the YWCA, (707) 303-8401. 

 
Monday, August 29, 7-9 pm: The North Bay Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI) presents 
Freeing Your Creativity: Tips and techniques for releasing your creativity and freeing your muse, by children's author 
Dawn Lairamore. This meeting will be held at the Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center, 2050 Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa, 
CA. and is open to the public.  

Contact: charles-t@charlesmarkee.com 
Directions:  From Highway 101, take Highway 12 east. Exit at the end (straight ahead) onto Hoen. At Yulupa 

Avenue turn right and look for the Center on the left. 
  There's a large well lit parking area. Enter the facility through the side door directly opposite the parking area. 

Fees: (SCBWI) Members $10, Non-Members $15 (no pre-registration). 
Even the best writers get stuck from time to time.  It could be something as mild as 

having a chapter or scene that doesn’t feel quite right.  It could be as debilitating as staring at a 
blank page for hours on end, waiting for inspiration that never comes.  Or it could be a simple 
desire to add more excitement and originality to your writing—and having no clue how to 
accomplish this.  Author Dawn Lairamore shares tips and techniques for 
beating writer’s block and overcoming creative hurdles, for unlocking creativity 
and enriching storytelling.  Whether you have a full-blown case of writer’s 
block, wish to breathe new life into an existing manuscript, or simply want to 
get your creative juices flowing, come join us for a discussion to awaken 

inspiration and imagination. 
Dawn Lairamore graduated with a degree in English from the University of California, Davis.  

She has worked as an editorial assistant for a small non-fiction publisher, as a technical writer for a 
major software conglomerate, and currently spends her days as a civil litigation paralegal—when she 
isn’t busy dreaming up new ideas for children’s books.  Her debut children’s novel, Ivy’s Ever After, is a 
fairy-tale twist in which a princess and a dragon team up against a handsome prince.  Ivy’s Ever After was named a Bank 
Street Best Children’s Book of the Year in 2011.  In a starred review, School Library  ournal wrote, “A fun and 
entertaining fairy-tale-based fantasy with a nice balance of character development and action,” and Kirkus Reviews 
predicted, “This fractured fairy tale will delight tween readers.”  The sequel, Ivy and the Meanstalk, releases in October 
2011.  Visit www.IvysEverAfter.com to read Chapter 1.  
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YOU ARE INVITED!     

Vintage Voices Anthology Launch! 

Join in the fun -  Come help celebrate the new, fabulous, 6
th

 edition of 

Redwood Writers anthology! Invite your family and friends! 

 

Congratulations to Editor Cynthia Helen Beecher and over 65 Redwood 
Writer members represented in the anthology! 
Date: Sept 18, Sunday in the Garden         

Time: 4:30 to 7:30pm     

What: Readings from Authors 

Food: Yes, good food and wine! 

Place: Harry and Linda Reid’s home garden - Rohnert 

Park  

RSVP required: Address provided with reservation - 

see below for email 
                    

It’s FREE… a lovely garden event to meet and 

enjoy friends, sip wine, eat fine food and listen to 

great readings from Redwood Writers 6
th

 edition of 

Vintage Voices.  

 Books will be on sale for $12 each as suggested donation−books on sale at 

the Sonoma Count Book Festival on Sept 24 & at Redwood Writers monthly 

meetings  

 

Event Chair, Julie Henig:  juels2020@comcast.net 

RSVP required:  lindareid100@sbcglobal.net 

Note: Authors who wish to read at Book Launch please contact Julie Henig.  

 

       FUN!   FOOD!  FRIENDS! AND GREAT READINGS! 
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