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Vice President’s Message: 
The Call of the “Wild” 

     By Arlene Miller 
 
The 2012 Vintage Voices anthology is titled Call of the Wild and is both a tribute to Jack 
London and a fundraiser to keep Jack London Park open. 
 
I was thinking about the word wild as it might apply to Jack London and to writers in 
general – bold, unconventional, daring, risk-taking, a little out of the box – all good things, 
in my opinion. As I continued to think about it, I was reminded of a well-known book that I 
read several years ago, Women Who Run with the Wolves. It has always seemed to me to 
be advantageous to be a little wild. 
 
When parents ask their children what they want to be when they grow up, and the children 

reply with “doctor” or “lawyer” or “accountant,”  parents nod their heads with pride and 
satisfaction. Well, at least the kids will be able to support themselves comfortably when they are adults. If the reply, 
instead, is “actor” or “musician” or, heaven forbid, “writer,” the response might be more one of worry or horror. 
 
Few children are encouraged to become actors or musicians or writers. But we do it anyway because we must, often 
doing something else simultaneously to pay the bills. We think of ourselves as a little wild – edgy, different from the 
others, but in a good way. 
 
These thoughts of mine were bouncing around pleasantly in my mind – and then I looked up the word wild in the 
dictionary:  not cultivated, not civilized, violent, disorderly. Well, that is not exactly the kind of wild I was thinking of.  
 
Frankly, the Redwood Writers and other writers I have met are anything but uncultured, uncivilized, disorderly, and 
violent! 
 
I think that there is a positive slant to the word wild – and I think Redwood Writers epitomize this slant. And running 
with the wolves doesn’t seem like such a bad idea at all. I still think that we writers are wild – in a good way. Don’t you? 
 
Speaking of Jack London and the anthology, March 1 is the deadline for submissions, and we are anxiously waiting for 
yours. Please send in your prose and poetry soon. We are also still seeking editors – the more editors we have, the less 
each editor will have to do.  (Your submissions do not need to be wild.) 
 
Join us wild ones! 

 
Editor’s Note:  Arlene Miller has written one of three articles by our three new Redwood Writers Vice 
Presidents.  Frances Caballo wrote the VP’s, message for January. Elaine Webster wrote the article for the 
February issue of The Redwood Writer. The three month series of articles take the place of Linda Reid’s articles 
as President of the Redwood Writers.—Robin Moore      1  



Getting Past the Gatekeeper 
Uncommon Sense for Writers 

At its Sunday, March 11 general meeting, Redwood Writers presents Peter 
Beren, 30-year publishing industry veteran and former publisher of Sierra Club 
Books and other prestigious presses. He will speak on “Getting Past the 
Gatekeeper: Uncommon Sense for Writers Thinking of Publishing or Self-
Publishing.” The general meeting is held from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., but come early – 
sign-in starts at 2:30 p.m., and other writers will be on hand to network, showcase 
their books, and share information about the club. Fees of $5 for members and $8 for nonmembers are asked to help 
cover the room rental and refreshments. The meeting is held in the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel, 2777 Fourth St., 
Santa Rosa, 95405,    (707) 523-4745. For more details, go to www.redwoodwriters.org. —Michelle Wing 

      Bio: 
Peter Beren, literary agent and industry veteran, speaks on major trends impacting traditional publishing, self-

publishing and eBooks. Learn to recognize common industry misconceptions, avoid pitfalls, and develop your own 
uncommon sense to make the most of today’s rapidly changing publishing landscape.  

Is this the Golden Age of self-publishing? Will self-publishers supplant traditional publishing and become the 
new mainstream? Is the rise of ebooks simply giving traditional publishers a second wind? Peter Beren, 30-year veteran 
of the industry, shares his views and expertise on the subject, and guides you through the tangled terrain.  

Beren, formerly a Sierra Club Books publisher, VIA Magazine publisher, and publishing exec  at Palace Press 
International, currently wears the hat of literary agent. He specializes in nonfiction, with an emphasis on art and 
photography books. A member of the Association of Authors Representatives, Beren has co-authored six books including 
The Writer’s Legal Companion.  His clients include photographer Art Wolfe - Dogs Make Us Human, Brian and Wendy 
Froud – Trolls, and Lawrence Boldt – Zen and the Art of Making a Living. 

 

 
THEME FOR THE MONTH: 

SPRING FEVER 
SATURDAY, March 10, 2012 
1:30 – 3:30 PM 

Cloverdale Library 
401 N. Cloverdale Blvd.  
 894-5271 

Contact jeaneslone@sonic.net 

 

Redwood Writers SoCo Coffee Readings 
Sat. March 24th

, 6-8 p.m. Theme:  Spring into Action 

We’d like to feature NEW members of Redwood Writers for the first hour of the reading 
on the 24th. Arrive at 5:30 to sign up for Open Mic readings. 1st come, 1st served. 
Reading time approximately 3 minutes. 

Soco Coffee, 1015 4th Street (at Brookwood Ave.*), Santa Rosa 
Join us for camaraderie, coffee, & literary delights. Each month features special 
featured readers, after which there will be intermission & open-mic.  

Come & read your work to a supportive audience.   
Enjoy Redwood Writers’ new sound system.  
The first SOCO event drew over 50 people.  
Please support the venue with the purchase of a beverage or snack. 
Don’t miss this wonderful event! 
For details visit our website: http://redwoodwriters.org/ 
FMI: Robin Moore, editor@redwoodwriters.org       2 

 

(*Easy driving directions from 101 freeway to 
SoCo Coffee: Take College Ave., going east.  
Go straight through intersection with 
Brookwood Ave. Go one (short) block and turn 
right on Chinn St. Go 2 blocks, SoCo will be on 
your right. Off street parking is available. 
There’s plenty of parking on Chinn St.) 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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"Leap into Tomorrow's Publishing" at the RW Writers Conference 
—overview by Linda C. McCabe 
 I joined the California Writers Club over twenty years ago. Back then, the advice on how to get a book published 
was pretty straightforward, and it was based on an industry that didn't seem as if there were big changes on the 
horizon. You were told to learn your craft, build your writing credentials by getting articles or short stories published, 
write a terrific book, have that book vetted by critique groups and put through several rounds of self-editing, research 
which agents to query, create a dynamite query letter, query widely, and then be patient while waiting to hear back 
from agents. The only real alternative was to use vanity publishers costing thousands of dollars and getting over a 
thousand copies printed, only to be housed in your garage. Success meant your book needed to be sold in bookstores. 
 That was then. That was before the rise of the internet and ordering books online, before the creation of 
affordable ebook readers, and before the rise of print-on-demand technology. Now, a book need never go out of print, 
as it can have an infinite online shelf life for both print and digital copies. The digital revolution has led to many 
bookstores going out of business and to some authors to make a living by publishing ebooks themselves. 
 Trying to stay up to date with all of the massive changes in the publishing industry is like trying to shovel the walk during 
a blizzard. 
 I will be the moderator for the luncheon panel at our upcoming writers conference featuring experts who will be 
discussing the current publishing landscape as well as attempting to predict what the future will bring. 
 Mark Coker, founder of Smashwords, will be discussing how his website makes it possible for writers to publish 
their own ebooks and get them distributed to multiple online vendors for multiple ereader platforms. Smashwords 
recently made it possible for agents to serve as publishers by bringing their clients' previously published, but currently 
out of print, works to be available as ebooks. 
 Laurie McLean, an agent with Larsen-Pomada Literary Agents, will discuss how the rapidly changing publishing 
landscape is a challenge for agents and how she views literary agents' jobs as "morphing into author managers or career 
counselors." She is excited at the new opportunities presented by the chaotic transformative changes in the publishing 
industry.  
 Charlotte Cook, former publisher of KOMENAR Press and currently a manuscript manager with Adapting 
Sideways, will discuss the necessity of making your writing as strong as possible before seeking publication either by the 
traditional route or by self-publishing. 
 Joel Friedlander, owner of Marin Bookworks, will discuss how his company transforms manuscripts into a 
professional format so that individual writers can bring work that doesn't look amateurish to market. 

 Who knows what new topics for the 
publishing industry will arise between now and 
April 28th?  I look forward to facilitating this 
conversation.  
 
L. to R.: Mark Coker, Laurie McLean, Charlotte 
Cook and Joel Friedlander 

 

 
 
Conference Prose Contest 
“Odyssey.” That’s the theme of the Conference Prose Contest, and you are invited to submit up to three written pieces 
by the March 5th deadline. Each entry is $8 for CWC members and $10 for non-members. You must be registered for the 
conference to enter the Prose Contest. Three prizes of $100, $50, and $25 will be awarded during the final wrap-up 
session beginning at 4:30 p.m. when all breakout classes are finished. What is prose? For this contest, anything that’s 
not poetry: flash fiction, memoir, essay, short story, or non-fiction. For the form and guidelines, please see the 
Conferences pages of our website www.redwoodwriters.org. Contact chair Kathy Rueve, krueve@sonic.net if you have 
questions.  

              3 
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Juanita J. Martin, Emcee of Redwood Writers Poetry Night  
   —article by Michelle Wing 
          A Poet’s Beacon 
 In Juanita Martin’s literary world, poem is a verb. When she’s not writing it, 
she’s performing it, slamming it, rapping it, preaching it, and singing it. This is 
poetry with soul.  
 Juanita’s work has been published in journals such as Blue Collar Review, 
Soma Literary Review, and Rattlesnake Review, as well as in the publications 
Beatitude Golden, Continent of Light, and Marin Poetry Center’s Volume 13. She has 
also been a featured reader at the Healdsburg Literary Guild Third Sunday series. 
 Martin’s poems are intelligent and thought provoking, and she doesn’t 

hesitate to take risks, be they personal or political. Her range as a poet is vast, as she moves easily from reflections on 
natural beauty to passionate calls for justice. Last year, she broke into new territory as a writer when she penned a short 
memoir piece for the Sonoma County YWCA’s event, “Changing Hurt to Hope: Writers Speak Out Against Domestic 
Violence.”  
 As Fairfield’s 1st Poet Laureate, 2010-2012, Juanita, at 50, is the youngest award winner in the National Senior 
Poet Laureate competition. In 2011, she won the Honor Scroll Award. 
 As a member of Redwood Writers, a branch of the California Writers Club, Martin shepherds the poetry page in 
the monthly newsletter. She also serves as chair and mistress of ceremonies of Poetry Night, the kickoff event for this 
year’s RW Writers Conference. 
 Martin’s new book, the full-length collection, The Lighthouse Beckons, is filled with poems about light and the 
illumination of the soul. She said, “I think poetry is like a beacon. I want each poem to enlighten.”  Martin’s new book, 
The Lighthouse Beckons is due for release in April.  

 
Abby Bogomolny to speak at the RW Conference 
—Interview by Patsy Ann Taylor   
 In our online interview, New York native Abby L. Bogomolny recalled her childhood in 
Brooklyn. “. . . My bedroom faced a brick courtyard that echoed any sounds from a variety of 
family conversations from two apartment houses. I had more than enough entertainment 
from this without television. When I wasn’t digging holes in the very small backyard or 
wallpaper, my “only child” projects involved making little books.” 
 P.A.T.: Tell me what brought you to poetry. Do you write in other genres as well? 
 A.B.: My first exposure to poetry came from popular song lyrics, poetry about art, and the dusty volumes on my 
parents’ bookshelves. Poe, Whitman, Shelley were later followed by Paley, Rich, Ginsberg, etc. At an early age my mom 
also let me see Abner Dean’s book of satirical cartoons What Am I Doing Here? . . . Poetry is at the heart of all other 
genres … It’s a great place to begin developing dense descriptive writing and explore sound/connotative meaning as well 
as literal meaning. Many writers find that their poetry will push out against the boundaries and become fiction, memoir, 
or drama. One voice (character) wants to speak to another.  
 P.A.T.: What is your inspiration? 
 A.B.: Pure energy. It is everywhere: kids in parking lots, dogs in the woods, ants coming up out of their colonies, 
hot air exhalations from moronic political candidates. 
 P.A.T.: What is your writing routine? 
 A.B.: I write best when there are no expectations put upon me time-wise or energetically….My muses are most 
disruptive and demanding…so I try to organize my life so that I can have undisturbed time and places during my day to 
grab 30 minutes, whether it’s 10 a.m. or midnight. 
 P.A.T.: Tell me a bit about your writing process. 
 A.B.: Spew until I’m done…Reread it in a half hour, enjoy what works, and retool it until it’s time to…move, 
stretch, eat, etc.  
 P.A.T.: What is the best/worst writing advice you have received?     (Continued…)        4  



 A.B.: I hate advice. Just write. If it sucks, go live some life and witness or experience something to write about.  
 P.A.T.: Without giving away the surprise of your presentation, what do you expect to bring/impart to the 
audience at the conference? 
 A.B.: I’d like those present to appreciate the sound and rhythm of words as a tool for meaning, as well as realize 
how important poetry was to cultural development in the past . . . and still is today! 
 Abby L. Bogomolny will be one of the presenters at Redwood Writers Next Steps Conference, April 28, 2012.  

 

Poetry Contest: A FREE DINNER AND PRIZES!  
Send us your “Poetic Journey” submissions soon! The deadline for the 2012 Poetry Contest in conjunction with the 
“Next Steps” Writers Conference is March 5th.  Attend “Poetry Night” April 27th and hear our keynote speaker, Al Young. 
See who wins prizes: $100.00 for 1st prize, $50.00 for 2nd,  and $25.00 for 3rd. ALSO our prize winners will be our guests 
for dinner! A FREE DINNER! Submit up to three poems for $8.00 for members and $10.00 for non-members. Send us 
your best. Go to www.redwoodwriters.org for complete guidelines and to enter. —Barbara Toboni 

 

Ads in the Next Step Writers Conference Program 
Not to worry, not to fret 
the deadline for conference ads is not reached yet. 
It's well worth it, take a dive 
Make a splash for $45. 
200+ will see your ad 
That's a payoff, wow! Not bad. 
In the program you will be 
Think how many are going to see 
what you do, what you write 
your business, your blog and your website. 
 
SUPPORT REDWOOD WRITERS! SUPPORT THE WRITERS CONFERENCE! 
Contact:  Robbi Bryant rbryant224@att.net or call 707-484-5575. 

All Fired Up —Thonie Hevron, RW Secretary     

 Redwood Writers Author Support and Craft Support Groups had our inaugural gathering before the February 
general membership meeting. I think everyone took away something valuable.  
 The Author Support group concentrated on getting to know each other and deciding how the members could 
best support each other. Each person decided on a goal for next meeting and how to achieve it. Future topics could 
include: How/when do you write? What tricks have you learned to help carve out time to write? What do you do with 
ideas you don’t yet have time to write about? 
 The Craft Support group used a prompt to generate discussion: How do you organize your story? Do you 
outline?  Each of the half dozen participants had a different answer. Some used outlines, while others didn’t, but 
everyone gained a different perspective on how to put together a story. A discussion began on plotting but, alas, we ran 
out of time. Next prompts will include characters, dialog, and developing resources. 
 Both groups were moderated by a member who kept participants on track (not an easy task for writers!) Leaders 
will vary each meeting as will those who attend. All members of Redwood Writers are encouraged to take advantage of 
these unique Writers Support gatherings. They are free and are held from 1 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. on the day of the monthly 
General Membership meeting in the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel.   
  I am still gathering names for critique groups. The plan is to offer the same venue and time slot to people who 
want to meet. So far, the biggest hitch in this plan is that members in both the above groups also want to be in critique 
groups. Too much exciting stuff to do in one narrow time slot! In the next three weeks, I should have enough 
information to decide whether we can go forward with the critique groups at this time. I’ve also been considering having 
a technology discussion—maybe a panel―but that will have to wait for another day.    5 
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Member Spotlight: Tami Casias 
—by Amanda McTigue 

A Chat About Writing and the Writer’s Life 
  “These days, I keep only what inspires me. As a result, nothing in my house 
matches. Bowl, cups—mismatched. Nothing matches except my socks. I like matching 
socks….” 
 Tami Casias could be describing more than the state of her household. Inspiring 
and multi-talented, Tami is an admirably disciplined writer with a whole lot on her 
desktop. “I’m working on seven books at once,” she tells me over coffee. Her novel, 
Crystal Bound, the first volume in a young-adult trilogy, came out in October 2010. While 
Tami steers the ongoing marketing efforts for that book, she’s polishing its sequel in draft 
while outlining the third volume in notes. Meanwhile, she’s in the middle of shepherding another novel (literary fiction) 
through the submission process while juggling original works of horror, “chick-lit,” and memoir in various stages of 
development. 
 Clearly, Tami is an author for whom flow has never been a problem “It just pours out,” she says. “It’s very 
annoying.” Indeed, it’s been pouring out like that since the fourth grade, when she wrote her first story. California born 
and bred, Tami is a home-state aficionado with a hankering for travel.  She says, “I’m a nomad; I travel to connect.” Her 
college studies in journalism have served her well over the years, informing decades of journalistic writing. All the while, 
between rent-paying work and raising a family, Tami has managed to pursue the literary life.  
 Coming up for air in the cozy coffee shop where we met, Tami glanced around at our fellow latte-sippers: “These 
folks, if we started talking to them, we'd learn a lot. Everybody's a character; everybody’s got something to offer.” That’s 
the spirit Tami brings to her affiliation with Redwood Writers as well. She’s an avid learner/teacher, eager to swap 
insights with her colleagues. 
 I asked her what people don’t ask her that they should. She thought for a minute—a quick minute—and then 
came back with three from-the-heart questions: “Is it worth it?”  “What the hell am I getting into?” “What can I expect?” 
Because Tami has explored both traditional publishing and self publishing, she knows a lot about the stamina writers 
need. “Is it worth it?” she asks again. “Unequivocally. But…it’s one heck of an emotional roller coaster.”  
 Find Tami at a meeting. Pick her brain about the Muses, about first drafts, about the routine she’s developed to 
keep all the balls in the air. Ask her about the slog of marketing. Here’s a sample: “If you’re an introvert, get over it! I’m 
an extroverted introvert. I like talking to people, but I hate selling. I’ve learned that as people connect with me, they get 
excited about my books....” Or let Tami help you re-commit to your craft. She says, “Edit-edit-edit. Then edit some 
more!” If your spirit’s flagging or your skin feels a little thin, she’s a great resource. And, while you’re at it, take a look at 
Crystal Bound. I’m way past an age that’s even close to young-adult, but Tami is a serious writer putting serious writing 
on the page regardless of genre. I hope you have the pleasure of plugging into her energy as you get to know both her 
and her written works.  

   Author Launch 

Hello, Wonderful Redwood Writers! 
 I am the chair for AUTHOR LAUNCH this year. 
We will celebrate authors who have published a book or 
ebook during the 18 months prior to the launch on  
Sunday, July 8, 2012. 
 Please let me know if you would like to be a star and 
featured presenter! 
Writers helping writers! 
Fondly, Jeane Slone        

   jeaneslone@sonic.net         
                   6 
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Lower Your Expectations  
by Karen Batchelor 

Past President of Redwood Writers branch of CWC 
 Caution: This may not work for everyone. 

When 2012 arrived, I dismissed the thought of making any new year’s resolutions. After 
all, those aspirations often died just days or hours after their birth. However, on January 1, a tiny 
little idea began to germinate. A few minutes later when the concept was fully formed, I started 
in on my new project.  

 My goal: Write a minimum of five minutes a day.   
 I can hear some of you chuckling. What kind of a goal is that? 

In fact for some time, neither grandiose nor modest intentions have worked. Although I could create a lot of 
excuses, I really didn’t create any pages of great or even mediocre literature. I just couldn’t make this determination 
stick. When puzzling over this phenomenon, I recalled a story told by a friend and former colleague. She confided that 
she made a bargain with herself. If she got up early and went to the gym, she wouldn’t have to do anything once she got 
there. She didn’t have to jog on the treadmill, lift weights, swim laps, stretch or bend into a yoga position. The goal was 
simply to arrive. Once there, the idea of working out wasn’t so daunting. 

Then I remembered my walking routine. About twenty-five years ago, I trained myself into the habit of taking a 
brisk walk every day—minimum thirty minutes. I only stopped walking when I had cancer surgery, but after some 
recovery time, I worked my way back into this habit (up to forty minutes daily) starting with just five minutes. After a 
week or two, I increased the time to ten minutes. Fifteen. And so forth.    

While contemplating all of this, I realized that my intentions had been good and honest—I really did want to 
write every day—but I had been looking for a big, elusive, intimidating block of time. For some reason, the writing task 
felt so overwhelming that I often postponed that trip upstairs to the computer, or even avoided it. I needed something 
more attainable, something to help me form a new habit. Maybe I needed to lower my expectations.  

Thus my new goal was born.  And it’s working. 
Why? I can only guess, but this is what I think. The task is to get into the habit of writing regularly. In order to 

form a new habit, I have heard, is to perform it twenty times regularly. If I am overwhelmed by the task, I will probably 
be discouraged and give up. 

So instead of vowing to write 1,000 words a day (Jack London) or five hours a day (advice from any number of 
respected authors), what about five minutes a day? Anybody can write five minutes a day—my three-year-old grandson 
probably could. Lowering the bar relieves some kind of fear of failure. And of course, similar to my friend’s experience at 
the gym, once I’m there, sitting at the computer, I usually write a lot more than five minutes. 

It’s early February and I have kept my commitment to write a meager five minutes a day.  Usually that five-
minute promise grows to ten, fifteen, thirty minutes or more. But even when I put in just that tiny five minutes, I write 
something, and I feel just fine because I’m writing every day, forming a good habit and getting practice.  

Progress report? I have started and finished a short-short story, written this article, started another essay, 
revised a short story to submit and outlined a novel. The total output is only about ten pages.  

You’re laughing again. Ten pages? What’s that? It’s ten pages more than I produced in all of October, November 
and December combined. The dread is gone and I make that trip upstairs to the computer every morning instead of 
waiting until the day is nearly gone. And occasionally now, I make that trip upstairs more than once a day. 

For me, it has come to this: By lowering expectations, I have raised my level of success. Even though this concept 
might not work for everybody, it probably won’t hurt to try. 

CWC Lit Review reminder 
 Watch for your copies of the inaugural issue of the California Writers Club Literary Review, soon to arrive in your mailbox. 

 The Winter Spring 2012 edition contains fiction, memoirs, essays, mood pieces, poems and cartoons about love and death, 
longing and madness, horses, poison, Vincent Van Gold and his obsession with colors, the attics of our memories, floundering about 
aimlessly searching for the meaning of life instead of living it, the quirkiness of writing and aspiring for recognition, and absolutely so 
much more. 

We can take pride in the talent of our fellow members as we read the Literary Review and show it to prospective members. 
You might find it so worthwhile that next time the call goes out, you¹ll study the guidelines 
 in the back of the issue and send in a submission or two of your own. Sail on—Donna McCrohan Rosenthal, CWC PR Chair, Member 
East Sierra Branch           7  
    



Poetry Place 
 
 

Winter Sea 
—Nancy L. Gallop 

 
The sea, moving mirror 

Of my discontent, 
Blue grey then suddenly green 
Below slowly exploding clouds 

 
Milling gulls, sweeping 

From shore to sea 
In restless rhomboids 

 
Forming storm 
Virile, distant 

Considering the invitation 
To frenzy, then calm 

 

Mental Slavery 
                            —Frank Kahl (3/7/07) 

 
The mind and the soul long to be free 

Clichés, false assumptions, false gods, long to attach 
 

Are you stuck on a submarine with a bunch of 
zany, crazy, or scary clowns….. 

or maybe joy-filled, happy ones? 
Do you even like the clowns? 

 
I created all these images, I live with them 

Am I trapped in the ghost maze 
of a Super Mario game? 

Where is the escape hatch? 
Do I really want out? 

 
Question it all and use critical thinking skills 

Create your own reality 
Who is your slave master? 

Who is in charge of your destiny? 

 
                                                                

Editor’s Note: Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two will be selected to 
be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 
point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work best.  
Send poems as a Word document attachment to:  
Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor, freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com 

**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10
th

 of the month to be included in the following month’s issue. 8 
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Member News 
Michelle Wing’s poem, “Reclaiming the Rose,” was among 14 selected by the Healdsburg Literary 
Guild in their open call for the Annual Poetry Valentine contest. Her poem also appeared on the Poetry 
Place page in the Redwood Writers February newsletter. 
 The selected poets convened on February 12 at the Bean Affair in Healdsburg for a reading of 
their love poems. The winning work was published in a chapbook entitled “Coffee, Chocolate, and 

Verse,” created for the occasion.  

 
Sharon Hamilton has recently become a finalist in the Gotcha Contest, Romantic Suspense 
category, sponsored by the Silicon Valley RWA Chapter (Romance Writers of America.) Her 
manuscript, Fallen SEAL Legacy, Book 2 of the SEAL Brotherhood series, is now being sent on to 
the final judge, Harlequin editor Allison Lyons. This is the fourth contest final Sharon has won. 
Sharon's Book 1 of this series, Accidental SEAL, is due to be released in early March. 

 
 
I was a featured reader at Why There Are Words, February 9 in Sausalito. 
My story “So It Was You” was published in the Point Reyes Light-- the Feb 2, 2012 edition. 
That makes nine published in the Point Reyes Light!—Susanna Solomon, Montana Rhapsody, 
a pole dancer, a farmer, a river, a novel. 
          susannasolomon.com 

 
Hello Writing Colleagues: 
 My BABY has finally been birthed--out of the darkness and 
into the light!!!!!!  For many years I've been waiting for this 
moment. My children's book, I Am Somebody!, is now in print. 
Writing it was soul-saving and healing for me, as the theme of this 
story parallels my childhood and my childhood desire to be 
mirrored in that special loving way. In this book I was able to make 
my dream come true. I needed to write this story for my healing 
and for a teaching tool for children, parents, teachers, psychotherapists, and all adults involved with 

children. I know how I was affected by my lack of positive mirroring, and as a Marriage and Family Therapist, I see how 
childhood wounding can cause so many people to lose their way. This is my offering for children who need answers and 
who are needing to be seen in that special way.  I hope they will find some comfort and learn that they, too, are 
somebody.  
 May Layla's journey touch you in some deep way that will call you to action. 
From my heart to your heart—Dianna Grayer 

 
My article "Finding Arlene Harshman" appeared in the Redlands Daily Facts of Redlands, CA. 
The story is about a family finding the unmarked gravesite of a long-lost sister who died in 
Sonoma County in 1935. Her parents, migrant fruit pickers, were living in a transient labor 
camp in Sebastopol when their baby became ill and subsequently died. —Jack Withington 

 

 
 Ana Manwaring, Laura McHale Holland and Jean Wong read from selections of their work 
at Sister's Consignment Boutique in Sonoma on February 10th. The theme of the evening 
was "Sisters." Jean was also one of the winners of the Healdsburg Valentine Poetry Contest. 
She read some of her works in Healdsburg on February 12th; all poems from the 
contest were made into a chapbook. —Submitted by Jean Wong 

           
         9  
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 A POD author’s dream come true! In June 2011, I published my novel, Dividing Worlds, 
through the print-on-demand company Createspace. In November I was invited to give a talk and 
book signing at Noetic Sciences institute in Petaluma: noetic.org/events/2011/11/dividing-
worlds/  
 Through their publicity, a publisher in Brazil discovered my book, and I 
just signed a contract to have it translated into Portuguese and published in 
Brazil. I now have an international agent who is pursuing contracts with 
Spanish publishers. Dividing Worlds is in the “magical realism” genre, which is 

very popular in Brazil, so it should do very well there.  Miranda, the protagonist, just wants to live a 
normal life with her partner, but mystical spirits keep speaking to her and leading her on wild 
adventures. Check it out at www.JanOgren.net  —Jan Ogrën 

 

 My growing publishing house, Davis Publishing, has secured a new distribution point:  
Oliver’s Market (three registers in the Cotati store), with plans to expand to all Oliver’s stores when 
sales prove out. Achieving this retail outlet was based on my past year’s sales record at Andy’s 
Market in Sebastopol (at all four registers). 
 I started selling these impulse items (books) in 2008 with two little books at five outlets, and 
now have twenty titles, more outlets and four authors: Hank Mattimore, Louise J. Belle, Alan E. 
Adams, and Diane H. Davis. The short topics cover self-help of general interest and insightful fiction. 
 I call it neighbor helping neighbor, and I encourage all CWC members to consider organizing 

and sharing their hard-won knowledge (in life) with Sonoma County by having Davis Publishing publish their topic. I have 
a guide sheet and I can help with editing so your topic will fit in the small-book format. 
 As I mentioned to the buyer at Oliver’s Market, the little books are home grown: intentionally unpretentious in 
appearance and wholesome – like organic produce. —Diane H. Davis   www.davis-publishing.biz 

 

New Members 
Please welcome our new members: Coral Smith Saxe, Sue Ross & Teresa LeYung-Ryan. 
—Julie A. Winrich, RW Membership Chair 

 
 
 
 Thanks to owner, Michael of Redwood Café in Cotati, and to promotional 
director, Eolah Bates, my paintings are hanging until March 31. Pictured along with me is 
S. Jordan Pepper, who has landscape paintings hanging alongside my paintings, and Eola. 
 Redwood Café is selling copies of my book Touch of Magenta in the café. 
We had a great reception there in February;  music, fun, friends and good food!—Linda 
Reid, RW President 

 
 
Dear Redwood Members, 
 You might have heard Amber Starfire mention this conference at our February 
general membership meeting, or have picked up one of its brochures. 
 What you might not know is that FOUR Redwood members will be presenting at this 
wonderful conference in Austin, Texas, April 13-15, 2012: 
Suzanne Sherman   Amber Lea Starfire 
Linda Joy Myers   Kate Farrell 
For those of you who love memoir and life stories (women only), this is a great opportunity! 
 —Kate Farrell 
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Redwood Writers on GoodReads—by Lynn Millar, RW Webmaster 
 We are pleased to announce that all of our members’ books are now gathered together in a Redwood Writers 
group at a website called GoodReads at goodreads.com/group/show/57497.Redwood_Writers . 
 Or, find member books on our website. Click on link http://redwoodwriters.org/publications/member-books/ 
and then choose GoodReads. You will find our group and all members’ books. This is an easy way to direct folks to your 
book and to Redwood Writers. 
 To join Goodreads… 
Go to Redwood Writers on the GoodReads site and join. There's a register button in the upper right-hand corner. You 
can enter the information you like, such as limiting how much, if any, email you'll get from GoodReads. You can skip 
many of the pages and tabs if you choose, or fine tune what information you will get from the site.  
 Some of you are already members of GoodReads and should easily find us. 
 Benefits of GoodReads... 
You don't have to join, but you will find it a rewarding experience. There's the possibility of holding discussions, posting 
events, and inviting more people to see our books. At this time we have decided to make the group public, but to display 
only member books and have discussions on those books. 
 If you have a book... 
Hopefully, it is on our group’s site. If not, make sure to join GoodReads Author Program and post your book. 
Then tell Ann, so she can add it to our group.  
Direct your questions to Ann at books@redwoodwriters.org. 
 So please check out our books. Write some reviews. Rate them. Let's get reading! 

 

Book Promotion Ideas via eBooks—by Charles Markee 

 In the interest of promoting your eBooks, you can gift them to bloggers. This is easy to do on Smashwords. I've 
sent several coupons for a free ebook download to Indie bloggers who were willing to review my book.  
 If you only have your book on Amazon as a Kindle, the directions for giving a Kindle book as a gift are below:  
 
 To gift a Kindle book, click the Give as a Gift button located under the Buy button on the Kindle Store product 
detail pages. You can also gift Kindle books through your recipient's Amazon Wishlist. Note that free books, books on 
pre-order, periodicals and other content in the Kindle Store cannot be gifted at this time. 
To complete your Kindle Book gift order: 

1. Enter the personal e-mail address for your gift recipient. You can also choose to send the 
gift to your own e-mail address, and forward the e-mail directly to your recipient or print 
the e-mail and personally deliver it to your recipient. 

2. Enter a delivery date. If you don't select a delivery date, the e-mail will be delivered 
immediately.  

3. Enter an optional gift message.  If you'd like to preview the notification your recipient will 
receive, click the Preview your gift message button. 

4. Click the Place your order button to finish your gift purchase using your Kindle 1-Click 
payment method. 

Note: Make sure you enter the personal e-mail address for your gift recipient, not their kindle.com 
e-mail address. 
http://www.charlesmarkee.com/       Author of Irish the Demon Slayer  
 
 

Editor’s Note:  
A few months back I volunteered to read a final manuscript for a writer friend from out of state.  As a thank you, she 
gifted me a copy of her ebook. I asked Redwood Writers member Charles Markee to write up the “how to” directions to 
“gift” your book via Kindle to a reader or reviewer. Thank you, Charles!—Robin Moore, Editor, The Redwood Writer. 
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Announcements 
Redwood Writers eScrip: 
Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website, redwoodwriters.org , and click on the 'escrip' link 
on the homepage. This will take you to online merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, 
Toys’R’Us, etc.  You do not have to be a registered escrip user; Redwood Writers gets 1-3% of your order without any 
additional cost on your part.—Jean Wong 

 
Writers Forum of Petaluma proudly presents Bella Andre 
 March 15, 2012, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma 
$15 at the door 
                Thriving in the new world of digital publishing:  Epublishing = empowerment for writers 
                After eight years of writing for three New York publishing houses, Bella Andre began to self-publish ebooks in 
mid-2010. Writing as both Bella Andre and Lucy Kevin, she has sold more than 400,000 self-published ebooks. All of her 
self-published books have been on Top 50 bestseller lists at Barnes & Noble, Amazon, and Apple; and she has been 
profiled in the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, Forbes and on NPR. Come hear her speak about her journey 
and find out why epublishing = epowerment for writers. www.BellaAndre and www.LucyKevin.com 
  
The Look of Love  (Sullivans #1) ~ Kindle, Nook, Kobo, Smashwords 
From This Moment On (Sullivans #2) ~ Kindle, Nook, Apple, Smashwords 
Can't Help Falling in Love (Sullivans #3) ~ Kindle, Nook, Apple, Smashwords 
Marlene Cullen: www.thewritespot.us 

 
Launch Party 
 On March 24, there will be a special Plus One Press Launch Cocktail Party for Tales from the House Band: Part I, 
an anthology published by Plus One Press. The anthology includes short works by sixteen authors, including Redwood 
Writers member, Patricia V. Davis. Other authors include Sam Cutler, Keith R.A. Candido, Barbara Denz, Susanne 
Dunlap, Kathi Kamen Goldmark, Deborah Grabien, Rain Graves, Erika Jahneke, Roz Kaveney, Brett Milano, Charles Shaar 
Murray, Madeleine Robins, Jeanette Sears, Clea Simon, and Karen Williams. This house party will take place immediately 
after The Women's PowerStrategy Conference and attendees of the conference will get a discount off of the price of 
admission to the Plus One Press Party. 
 An admission price of thirty dollars to the cocktail party (fifteen dollars if you are attending the Women's 
PowerStrategy Conference earlier in the day) includes a copy of the anthology, hor d'oeuvres, cocktails, wine, and other 
beverages, and a musical performance by Deborah Grabien and others. Several of the anthology authors and many of 
the speakers from the WPS conference  will also be on hand to sign books, mingle, and network. Space for the cocktail 
party and/or the conference can be reserved by visiting the Women's PowerStrategy Conference website: 
http://womenspowerstrategyconference.com/registration/   The house party takes place in Marin County, California. 
Address and other details given when seats are reserved. For more info on this title go to   patriciaVdavis.com/writing   

 
Get published!  
 Publishing Syndicate invites you to join fellow Redwood Writers member and writer John 
Lesjack in submitting your nonfiction stories to a new ground-breaking anthology Not Your Mother’s 
Book (NYMB). Currently, there are 30+ subtitles needing stories, including Not Your Mother's Book: 
On Being a Teacher. 
 What makes this series different is that stories will be fresh, fun, upbeat, and even edgy. No 
sad or death/dying stories in the NYMB series! 
 Payment: Royalties for one year and one copy of the book (or the option of 10 copies of the 
book, no royalty). And contributors can buy additional books at 50 percent off the cover price. 
Subtitle list and submission guidelines: www.PublishingSyndicate.com. —Submitted by John Lesjack 

  
             12 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.bellaandre/
http://www.lucykevin.com/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0055UZO9M
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Look-of-Love/Bella-Andre/e/2940013597389
http://www.kobobooks.com/ebook/THE-LOOK-OF-LOVE-Chase/book-YkOqEthAA0uB5oWMtsvEvw/page1.html
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/66687
http://www.amazon.com/This-Moment-Sullivans-Book-ebook/dp/B005KB9WJO
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/books/1105070172?ean=2940013088603&itm=39
http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/from-this-moment-on/id461661660?mt=11
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/85528
http://www.amazon.com/Cant-Help-Falling-Love-ebook/dp/B006L73G7A
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/can-x2019-t-help-falling-in-love-bella-andre/1107164367
http://itunes.apple.com/us/book/isbn9780983720270
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/113702
http://www.thewritespot.us/
http://www.plusonepress.com/
http://womenspowerstrategyconference.com/registration/
http://www.patriciavdavis.com/writing
http://www.publishingsyndicate.com/


 
Diane H. Davis shares self-help tips in a pre-Easter gathering, Sunday, March 25th, from 3-5 p.m., on the topic, “Renew 
Faith in Yourself.” The workshop is sponsored by the Community Outreach Program of Davis Publishing for the low rate 
of $10, which covers materials and refreshments. Call Diane at 664-8656 to register and get directions. 
     Davis Publishing publishes local writers on self-help topics that are timely and of general interest. A Guide Sheet and 
editing help is available to assist in developing your book—almost everyone has some hard-won knowledge that could 
be organized and shared:  www.davis-publishing.biz.  

 
WNBA-SF Meet-the-Agents/Pubishers March 24, 9:00 a.m. Sinbad’s Restaurant, Pier 2 Embarcadero, San Francisco 
Website:  http://wnba-sfchapter.org/ 
  Authors and Writers “Speed-Dating” by the Bay at our 9th Annual Signature Event 2012. Back by popular 
demand:  Keynote Luncheon (see below) Meet the agents and acquisitions editors. (Go online to view lineup.) 
Lynn Henriksen, Event Chair, lynn@telltalesouls.com.  $55 WNBA member, $65 non-member, or $75 at the door. 
(Bonus:  Coffee and “How to Pitch Training” included from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.) Space is limited. (We sold out last year.) 
Register online. 
There is an optional luncheon with keynote speaker bestselling author, Meg Waite Clayton. Must be registered to attend 
luncheon, $35.—Submitted by Kate Farrell 

 

 
Dear Friends and Colleagues: 
 I want to let you know about a wonderful conference taking place on March 24, from 8:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. at San 
Domenico School in Marin County, called The Women’s PowerStrategy Conference. It's a wonderful opportunity to 
network, sell your books and products, or simply enjoy the sessions while helping a terrific cause. 
 Though the conference is aimed at women ages 13 to 113, men are also encouraged to attend with their wives, 
girlfriends, daughters and friends.  A number of our speakers are men who also believe that to invest in the power and 
potential of women is to create a better society for us all.  
 But HERE'S THE BEST PART: for every adult ticket purchased, The Women’s PowerStrategy Conference will 
sponsor one girl to attend the entire conference, meet the speakers, and enjoy a delightful lunch, free of charge.  
 For further information on speakers, registration fees, vendor table fees, and donations: please visit our 
website: http://womenspowerstrategyconference.com —Submitted by Patricia V. Davis 

 
2012 SAN FRANCISCO BOOK FESTIVAL SET FOR UNION SQUARE 
 The 2012 San Francisco Book Festival will hold the outdoor portion of its annual competition honoring the best 
books of the spring season at Union Square on Saturday, May 19. 
 Union Square is a cosmopolitan plaza bordered by Geary, Powell, Post, and Stockton Streets in the heart of 
downtown San Francisco. It is surrounded by stores, hotels, and a theater district, making it one of the largest shopping 
and tourist destinations in the world. Publishers, authors, and other vendors interested in being a part of this special 
opportunity should emailSanFranciscoBKFest@sbcglobal.net to obtain an exhibition space registration form and more 
information on the outdoor event. 

 

The Redwood Writer   editor@redwoodwriters.org 

Deadline is the 15th of each month 
P.O. Box 4687, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Editor: Robin Moore 
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita J. Martin  
Copy Editor: Arlene Miller 
Copy Editor: Farrell Winter 
Member in the Spotlight Editor: Osha Hayden 
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Redwood Writers Play Contest – Judges 

We are proud to present the judges for our 2012 Play Contest! 
 
Michael Fontaine has appeared in numerous concert, choral and theatrical 
performances during the past thirty-plus years, with a variety of North Bay 
organizations. He has, in addition, served as stage director for companies 
including Sonoma City Opera, Cinnabar Opera, Actors Theater, The First Stage 
Company, Pacific Alliance Theater Company, Santa Rosa Junior College, 
Sonoma State University and Summer Repertory Theatre. Fontaine holds a 
Bachelors degree in Acting, a Masters degree in Stage Directing, a Doctorate in 
Education (with an emphasis in a critical hermeneutic approach to 
Organization and Leadership) and serves as the Managing Director for 6th 
Street Playhouse in Santa Rosa. He is, in addition, an adjunct professor at the 
USF School of Education. 
 
 
 
Lennie Dean  has been a 

veteran theatre participant in Sonoma County for forty years. 
She co-founded and served as artistic director for the Marquee 
Theatre and Studio Be Theatre. She has also contributed her 
talents to Actors’ Theatre, Cinnabar Theatre, Santa Rosa 
Players, Academy of Arts in San Francisco and Summer 
Repertory theatre. Her many capacities include director, actor, 
teacher, producer, education director and dramaturgy. Lennie 
received the Independent Eye award in 1999 for contributions 
to Sonoma County theatre. She most recently directed BUG by 
Tracey Letts for Narrow Way Stage Company for which she was 
named second on David Templeton’s Top ten torn tickets of 2011. She is currently Program Events director for 
Women’s Month History events and teaches acting classes at 6th Street Playhouse. 

  

 
 
 
Natasha Yim’s ten-minute plays have been performed in Ukiah, 
Guerneville, Cotati, Los Angeles, Singapore and at the Short+Sweet 
Festival in Sydney, Australia. She is one of six winners of Redwood Writer’s 
first Short Play contest in 2010. Natasha was also on the judging panel of 
Ukiah Players Theater’s New American Comedy Festival in 2009. 
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CRAFT 
• David Corbett, “The Next Step: Finding the Character Behind the Character” 

• Geri Spieler, “Facts for Fiction Writers: Research Secrets” 
• Arlene Miller, “ Grammar: Don’t Skip This Important Step” 

• Catherine Brady, “Revealing Character Through Dialog” 

GENRE 
• Christopher Gortner, “Historical Fiction: Stepping Back in Time” 

• Deborah Grabien, “Jumping into Mystery with Character” 
• Jody Gehrman, “Give Your YA Fiction Zap and Zing” 

• Abby Bogomolny, “Poetry: The Oldest Literature” 

PUBLISHING 
• Verna Driesbach, “Fabulous Fiction” 

• Pete Masterson, “Indie Publishing How-To” 
• Laurie McLean & Verna Dreisbach, “Undercover Agents” 

• eBook Panel: “Leap to the Future” with Robert Digitale, Scott James, Mark Coker, Rob Loughran 

MARKETING 
• Frances Caballo, “I’m on Facebook, Now What Do I Do?” 

• Joel Friedlander, “Blogging as a PR Tool” 
• Lee Stein, “How to Google to Promote Yourself & Your Book” 

• Jeane Slone, “Local Steps in Promoting Your Books” & Suzanne Lang, KRCB, “Radio &Writers” 
  

~ To Register, go to the Redwood Writers’ website at www.redwoodwriters.org. Early Bird registration lasts 
through March 15. CWC members pay only $120 or $150 after the deadline. Non-members pay $150 or $180 
thereafter. Students age14-22 pay a flat $75 with scan of their student ID.  
 
~ And right now, you can also enter the Prose Contest (must be registered) and/or the Poetry Contest, both 
conducted in conjunction with the Conference. Monetary prizes of $100, $50 and $25 will be awarded in both 
contests. The last date for submissions is March 5, no exceptions.  
 
~ Award-winning author David Corbett will also be the conference keynote speaker, giving his pre-breakout 
session talk “Beyond the Book: Writing Opportunities in a Multi-Platform Era.” California Poet Laureate 
Emeritus Al Young will be keynote speaker at Poetry Night with its theme “Poetic Journeys.” 
 
~ Questions? Please visit www.redwoodwriters.org or contact registrar@redwoodwriters.org. 
 

CWC Redwood Writers  
“Next Step” Conference 

~ Poetry Night--April 27 at the Flamingo Hotel in 

Santa Rosa, ~ Conference--April 28 at the 

Bertolini Student Center on the Santa Rosa 

Junior College campus. You don’t have to travel 

far to attend a conference that features some 

of the best presenters around!  

 

April 27  

Poetry Night 

 

April 28 

Conference 
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