
  September 2011 - www.redwoodwriters. org – Writers Helping Writers     
 

President’s Message: 
Ultra Short Stories 

By Linda Loveland Reid 
 
I stumbled. Oops…then staggered onto a website asking me for stories of 25 words or less.  

Sound impossible? Or, more to the point, stupid? Well, I got busy and produced some gems that 
might even turn into full short-stories. It was fun and freeing, meaning I put no judgment out there and let my mind 
ramble through poetic words and searing concepts. This became an exercise for creative writing.  

Let’s have some fun! Send your 25-word story to Robin and she’ll print them in the newsletter. Also, go to RW 
blog and put your stories there. Let’s do both! Here are some of mine to get you started thinking. Now you might agree 
that some of these could earn the worst first sentence contest, but put all that aside and let yourself get crazy-er! 

Love was everything, and then it meant nothing, her world dropping like a granite ball, flying chips wedged deep 
into the center of her molten core.  

The right kind of love?...her raspy voice implored, watching in horror as her hand unsteadily poured hot liquid 
over his arm to sear the candy heart clutched in his hand, striations of light fleeing from her eyes. 

Ideals spun fast at the rate-of-love, wild fears became reality and her life wove circles into squares and boxes 
containing an odd set of truths.  

A kitchen table is forever, memories on and on. Quinces settle on her stomach like lying on the tongue. She 
cannot tell of vital matters gone wrong. 

Coins jingle against fingertips, a pocket full of promises told, retold. Who wants to be the told one? Where can 
my laughter go to cry?  

Perfect can win the game without capturing the goal. Scars mar the smoothness while staggering my will, forcing 
beliefs to acquiesce, molding a mind to endure.  

A treasured moment of warmth and safety traded unknowingly for a broken promise. The birch was his favorite 
tree, never mine.  

Better, because we don’t love? Willingly we move according to the stealth in our hearts, replacing truth with 
secrecy; poise with passion.  

Disguised words floated in mistrust as she drove the knife deep into the sculpture, blood flowing from imaginary 
life, days falling into months of fierce doubts, until she whispered, “nothing,” a word to sum up, dead at both ends. (Ok—
this is longer than 25 words.) 

So you might well ask, “What mood was I in?!” But, conflict sells and adversity is drama.  
Maybe I need to stop directing plays and get some rest! Have fun!—Linda 

 
RW Tech Day Workshop   Vintage Voices Launch Party             Sonoma County 
Focus: Social Media    Sun. Sept. 18, 4:30 to &:30 p.m.            Book Festival 
Sat. Sept. 17, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  In the garden @ Harry & Linda’s            Sat. Sept 24 – all day 
Flamingo Hotel, S.R.    in Penngrove               Old Courthouse Sq. 
See page 3 & flyer at end of    See page 4 & flyer at end of             downtown Santa Rosa 
this newsletter.    this newsletter.              See page 12  
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 Redwood Writers Meeting September 11th  
Joan Price will be the guest speaker for the Redwood Writers meeting on Sunday, September 
11th at the Flamingo Hotel in Santa Rosa. The topic for her talk will be “What I Learned about 
Book Publicity after Wasting $1000 of My Publisher’s Money.” The meeting will be held from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Flamingo Hotel in the Empire Room. Please arrive at 2:30 p.m. to sign 
in and have time to visit with other writers. A small fee of $5 for members and $8 for non-
members is asked to cover expenses and light refreshments. 
  

When Seal Press published Joan Price’s book, Better Than I Ever Expected: Straight Talk about Sex After Sixty, the 
small publisher could allot only $1,000 for a publicity budget. At Joan’s request, they used it to send her to three cities 
where she had been invited to speak. Wrong move, Joan discovered. Since then, Joan has learned how to use the 
Internet to publicize her book and to position herself as an expert in her field. Five years after that book’s publication, 
she has kept both the book and her role alive and lively. “I'm convinced that book publicity and self-promotion in this 
new world has to be targeted at the Internet first,” she says. “That’s the fastest, easiest, and most efficient and far-
reaching way to get in front of readers, and it doesn’t cost a thing--except, of course, time.” Joan shares her tips for 
using the Internet wisely and productively for your own book publicity and author promotion.   

Author and speaker Joan Price calls herself an “advocate for ageless sexuality.” She has been called other things 
by the media: “senior sexpert,” “the beautiful face of senior sex,” and—her favorite—“wrinkly sex kitten.” At age sixty-
one, Joan wrote Better Than I Ever Expected: Straight Talk about Sex After Sixty (Seal Press, 2006) to celebrate the 
delights of older-life sexuality—especially her spicy love affair with artist Robert Rice, who became her husband. She 
followed that book up five years later with Naked at Our Age: Talking Out Loud about Senior Sex after hundreds of 
readers sent her questions about improving their own senior sex lives. 
               Formerly a high school English teacher, Joan is also a fitness professional who believes that exercise should be a 
treat, not a treatment. She has written several books about health and fitness, including The Anytime, Anywhere Exercise 
Book: 300+ Quick and Easy Exercises You Can Do Whenever You Want. Joan teaches popular contemporary line dance 
classes (which she calls “the most fun you can have with both feet on the floor”) in Sebastopol and Santa Rosa, 
California.  
               Visit Joan’s website at www.joanprice.com and her zesty blog about sex and aging at 
www.NakedAtOurAge.com. 

 

Redwood Writers  

THEME FOR THE MONTH: 

Fall! Time for a Change  
 Saturday, September 10th 

                             2:00 – 4:00 PM 
          Rohnert Park Library - 584-9121   
          6250 Lynne Conde Way 

Jeane Slone will emcee this afternoon of literary delights from Sonoma County authors.  Don’t miss this opportunity to 
read your work in public! Sign-up by emailing omr@redwoodwriters.org   http://www.redwoodwriters.org 

 
 
The new officers for the California Writers Club for July 2011 through 
June 2012 include (L. to R.): 
Sharon Svitak, Treasurer - Tri-Valley branch 
Joyce Krieg, Secretary  - Central Coast branch 
Robert Garfinkle, President - Fremont branch 
Carol Celeste, Vice President - Orange County branch 
They are holding an original woodcut of the CWC logo created in 1913. 
Yes, it appears backwards as the seal was actually used for printing.
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Editor’s note: There will be NOT be 
an RW open mic reading at SoCo 
Coffee on September 24th due to the 
conflict with the Sonoma County 
Book Festival. Enjoy the Book 
Festival! 

http://www.joanprice.com/
http://www.nakedatourage.com/
mailto:omr@redwoodwriters.org
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/


Tech Day and use of social media – September 17th 
SO, WHERE WILL YOU BE ON SEPTEMBER 17? 

You know the correct answer: Redwood Writers TECH DAY: FOCUS ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA at the Flamingo with BETH BARANY, 8:30 to 3:30, $30 for members and $40 
for non-members with lunch on your own. Along with your laptop, notebook, or 
other, bring your questions because first thing in the morning we will ask for 
direction from you about what you hope to get out of the day’s work. Beth will 
structure her presentation, especially in the afternoon, to meet those hopes and 
answer your questions. 

A CAUTION: There will not be time enough in our day to teach participants how to set up the many different 
means of social networking. Please try to open your accounts beforehand by following the instructions from Wordpress 
or Blogger if you want to set up a blog. The same goes for Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, and Linked In. 

BUT, YOU ASK, I THOUGHT THAT IS WHAT WE WOULD DO ON SEPTEMBER 17?  Well, no.... unfortunately, there 
will be too many people in attendance to do that. This workshop assumes you are already set up and tells you what to 
do next. You will get the most out of the day if you do your own setup work to prepare. Beth can then make good use of 
your time is helping you to identify your target audience, your message, and the values of the different programs. 
What form/s of social media do you use presently? What do you want to learn more about? What is most useful in 
establishing a platform -- your brand, your moniker, the thing that has people looking to see what you have to say and 
how you say it?  
We look forward to a great tech workshop! —Arletta Dawdy 

 

CWC Picnic 
—Juanita J. Martin 

A cool, foggy morning turned into a mild, sunny day of picnic fun for 
members of the California Writers Club (CWC). On July 30, 2011, in beautiful 
Joaquin Miller Park, located in the Oakland Hills, the second annual CWC 
picnic was held, led by CWC President Bob Garfinkle.  

Several CWC branches attended the picnic. The Writers of Kern 
branch members, located in Bakersfield, CA, traveled the farthest. Redwood 
branch members included President Linda Reid, Vice-President Jeane Slone, 
Treasurer Julie Winrich, Historian Juanita J. Martin and members Leigh Anne 
Lindsay and Kate Farrell.  

Redwood branch members arrived early, hiked and took pictures of 
historical sites such as “The Abbey” built by Joaquin Miller in 1889, The 
Funeral Pyre and the Woodminster Amphitheater. As you enter the park, 
“The Abbey” is on your left. Just atop the first hill to the left, Joaquin Miller is 
seated upon his horse, etched in stone. The beginning of the picnic area is 
framed with waterfalls and several hundred steps. Just off Joaquin Miller 
Road, past the picnic area and above The Grove, is the Funeral Pyre. The 
Woodminster Amphitheater is beyond the waterfalls tucked away by a host of trees and rocks on a hill.  

California Writers Club members met at the Fire Circle, complete with wooden picnic tables, in traditional 
fashion, similar to the meetings that Jack London, Joaquin Miller, Ina Coolbrith and others held in the early 1900s. It was 
in that same area that the original California Writers Club (CWC) was founded by Jack London and his writer friends in 
1909. (California Writers Club is the oldest professional writers club west of the Mississippi.) 

CWC provided a scrumptious meal along with contributions from Sacramento, Mount Diablo, South Bay, 
Berkeley, Tri-Valley and Redwood branches. Oakland Mayor Jean Quan spoke briefly about park amenities, upkeep and 
restoration projects, sites to see, and the sad news of Jack London State Historic Park in Glen Ellen, CA: It is slated to 
close by 2012. 

Rounding out the day was an impromptu reading of works by members of various branches. The reading was 
hosted by Jeane Slone, Redwood Writers Vice-President, who read an excerpt from her historical novel She Built Ships 

During WWII.             3 



Memoir Contest Winners 

The winners of the 2011 Redwood Writers Memoir Contest were announced by the contest judges at the 
August 14th general meeting. They are shown here with the historic CWC woodcut official seal. (L.-R.) Patsy Taylor, 
Memoir Contest Chair; Judges Linda Joy Miller, Amber Lea Starfire, and Susan Bono. The winners included Jean Wong, 
3rd place, Pat Tyler, 1st place, Jasmine Bellenger, 2nd place and Elizabeth Valentine, honorable mention. Biographies of 
the winners and copies of their award winning stories may be viewed on the Redwood Writers website, 
http://redwoodwriters.org . 

Pat Tyler was awarded first place for her memoir Mama at the Swimming Hole. Jasmine Bellenger earned 
second place for  oo ing for  es s. Jean Wong picked up the third place award for Saving Catfish. Honorable Mention 
went to Elizabeth Valentine for Shamed toasters and a piano in the pickup. 

 

Anthology Launch Party September 18th 
Vintage Voices: The Sound of a Thousand Leaves  

Midst green lawns, gurgling waters and rustling leaves, authors and invited friends will 
gather to launch the Redwood Writers 2011 Anthology, on September 18 (4:30 to 7:30pm). More 
than thirty authors are slated to read, surrounded by the peaceful gardens of Linda and Harry Reid 
of Rohnert Park. Readings will range from haiku and other poetry to selections taken from short 
stories and longer prose. Attendees and authors will also have a chance to mingle and enjoy wine 

and appetizers, while strolling through the gardens. 
Anthology editor Cynthia Helen Beecher will speak, and emcees for the evening will be 

Deborah Taylor-French and Stacey Dennick. Event chair is Julie Henig.  
Attendance is limited to 70 persons – send RSVPs to 

lindareid100@sbcglobal.net (address of venue will be provided with reservation). 
Anthology will be available for $12 (and will also be available at the Book Fest the 
following weekend in Santa Rosa, September 24).   
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Cynthia Helen 
Beecher 

Deborah Taylor-
French Stacey Dennick 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:lindareid100@sbcglobal.net


Linda McCabe is the 2011 RW  
Jack London Award winner 

On Aug 14 at the general meeting Linda 
McCabe received the California Writers Club Jack 
London Award for outstanding service to 
Redwood branch.  

A CWC member for over 20 years, 
McCabe served as Redwood Writers President in 
2005-2007. Kate Farrell and President of 
CWC, Robert Garfinkle, presented the award 
during the meeting. This award is given every 
other year: each branch can nominate a 
deserving member to the CWC Central Board 
who formally presents it. The 2009 JLA recipient 
was Karen Batchelor; all other past recipients are listed on the Redwood branch website. 

It was noted by Farrell that in addition to being a past president, Linda McCabe has served in multiple 
roles on the board for Redwood Writers including vice president, treasurer, and membership chair. She is 
currently the speaker coordinator for Redwood Writers, a position she has previously held. 

McCabe has always had a keen sense of history and extended her sensibility to Redwood branch. In 
2005, when she assumed the role of branch President, she was quick to notice that the 25th anniversary of 
Redwood Writers in 2000 had passed without any celebration or fanfare. Rather than bemoan that benign 
neglect, McCabe planned an elaborate 30th anniversary celebration in Glen Ellen at the Wolf House Restaurant 
and invited all the RW past presidents able to attend. A fine point of history did not escape McCabe: the 
restaurant was in a building that included the Jack London Saloon dating back to 1905, a place where Jack 
London himself must have imbibed his favorite whiskey.  

Under McCabe’s leadership, the board initiated a Youth Writing Contest in Spring 2006, as well as their 
first annual branch anthology, Vintage Voices. McCabe enlisted the services of a new webmaster and 
newsletter editor, Catherine Keegan, who updated the website, the newsletter, which was then sent 
electronically, and created listservs of members and interested writers. Redwood branch slowly began to 
enter the 21st century, but with an eye to its past. 

A second Youth Writing Contest, Call of the Wild, was held in spring 2007, and received triple the 
entries of the previous year. The 2006 anthology was such a popular draw for members and other writers that 
Redwood branch published a second in 2007, Vintage Voices: a Toast to Life. 

The monthly meetings in the Arts Gallery were attracting quite large crowds by spring 2007, and the 
club outgrew the space. Standing room only meetings were: Youth Writing Contest award ceremony, Joan 
Price, author of Better than I Ever Expected: Straight Talk about Sex after Sixty, and Iranian authors, Ari Siletz 
and Shahrnoush Parsipour. After her two-year term as president, McCabe had restored Redwood to a branch 
with a past and a future. 

Linda C. McCabe received her master’s degree as an historian of science from Sonoma State University 
and loves to travel. To aid in the research of the writing of her epic historic fantasy set in the time of 
Charlemagne, she spent months in France scouring museums in Paris and trekking through medieval hilltop 
villages in the Midi-Pyrenees. Her first novel, Quest of the Warrior Maid is now published by Destrier Books.  
She has had opinion/editorials published in the Santa Rosa Press Democrat, the Los Angeles Times and essays 
published in several of the Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices anthologies as well as the Centennial Edition of 
the California Writers Club Anthology West Winds. More of her writing can be found on her literary blog 
(lcmccabe.blogspot.com ) where she posts about writing, travel, medievalism and whatever strikes her 
interest. She also has a website at www.lindacmccabe.com .      5 

Linda McCabe and CWC President Robert Garfinkle 

http://www.lindacmccabe.com/


Juanita J. Martin: Outstanding Volunteer and Board Member 
Already known as Sonoma County Library poetry slam champion, 

Juanita J. Martin joined Redwood branch in 2007 and jumped right into the 
action. She immediately became a member of the board as CWC 
Representative at the request of outgoing president, Linda C. McCabe, to 
serve on the statewide Central Board. Juanita was also one of the authors in 
the first Cotati Conversations, an author’s roundtable.  She hosted the launch 
for the second anthology, Vintage Voices: A Toast to Life, at North Light 
Books in Cotati, CA. 
  In 2008, Juanita enthusiastically took on more leadership roles, such 
as the first poetry workshop leader, along with notable poets laureate, Geri 
Digiorno and Armando Davila. By 2009, she had accepted the office of 
Historian by then President Karen Batchelor. In 2010, Martin chaired the 35th 
anniversary celebration of Redwood Writers, recalling branch history and honoring its founders. 
 Martin also worked in communities of Sonoma County, hosting her own poetry venue at Barking Dog Roasters, 
as well as Petaluma’s Poetry of Remembrance Chair and host and Sonoma County Book Festival Teen Slam Chair and 
Host. In 2010, under the leadership of President Linda Reid, she joined the newsletter staff as Acquisitions Editor. Juanita 
contributed several articles as well as poems of her own. She revived Poetry Place, a regular feature in the newsletter, 
the Redwood Writer.  In addition to her many roles in Redwood branch and her service on the board, Juanita J. Martin 
became the first Poet Laureate, for the city of Fairfield, California, in 2010. 
  Juanita created the Redwood Writers membership brochure. It was first used at the 2010 Redwood Writers 
Conference and Sonoma County Book Festival. In 2011, she chaired Redwood Writers poetry workshop and Author 
Launch.  

In July 2011, Juanita stepped down from the board after four years of service. In those few years, Martin chaired 
twelve events and served on teams such as  Registration, Book Festival and Anthology Review Team, among others. 
 Since her first month of membership, Martin was always ready to take on new jobs and responsibilities. With 
dedication and quiet authority, she led the way to both honor and celebrate the past, present and future of Redwood 
branch.   
 On July 30, 2011, my friend, Juanita, led a merry group of six Redwood branch members to the annual CWC 
picnic at Joaquin Miller Park in the Oakland hills. Without her enthusiastic leadership we may not have made the trek. 
She gave careful thought to how we should best spend our time, making sure we arrived early enough to hike among 
the historic sites, all part of our shared CWC legacy. Juanita lent her poet’s voice to the literary readings of CWC 
members among the redwoods. She contributed her graphic arts talent in creating a beautiful, full-color postcard 
invitation that she gave to all CWC members there, promoting the upcoming Sonoma County Book Festival, Redwood 
Writers and Readers Village and the new Vintage Voices anthology. Juanita was right: she had planned a perfect day for 
us. Thank you, Juanita, for doing “just the right thing” so many times in your years of service to Redwood branch with 
style and courage. —By Kate Farrell, based on information provided by Juanita J. Martin 

 

Tips For Writers 
Help your writer friends out by clicking the “LIKE” button for their books on sites such as Amazon and Scribd. It’s also a 
big help to post positive book reviews for them. Drive more traffic to your blog when you click “LIKE” on others’ blogs. 
—Sharon Hamilton  

 
 

Here's a great link to learn more about producing Kindle Singles ebooks (10K-30K words): 
http://on.fb.me/pDuiSV. The principles apply equally well to Nook, Smashwords, Pubit, and other 
distribution systems.—Leigh Anne Lindsey, epublisher, emarketer, sci-fi/fantasy/suspense writer 
www.SeaStormPress.com  www.JimTLindsey.com 
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Cancer Lessons 
by Karen Batchelor 

 First let me thank the many of you who have phoned, sent cards/e-mail, and 
offered to do tasks for me—trips to the hospital or the grocery store. Many thanks, 
one and all. 
 The latest news: I completed almost six months of chemotherapy and have 
been recovering ever since. I have neuropathy (loss of feeling/nerve damage) in my 
hands and feet. This is a byproduct of chemotherapy. On August 22, I will have 
another biopsy of a tumor on the liver. I am expecting the test will show only dead 
cancer cells.   
 This disease did not come on suddenly, I know now. Cancer brings with it pain 

and fear. And many lessons to be learned. Here are a few: 
1. I have wonderful friends and I appreciate them even more now. 
2.  A positive attitude is extremely valuable in everything we do. My surgeon says the survival rate of patients with 

a positive outlook (I am getting better. I am recovering) is sixty percent higher than patients who are negative 
(Why does this always happen to me? Oh, I’m going to die!). Look for daisies growing in the dung heap. (Hint: 
This is also true for writing!) 

3.  Focus on today. I’ve known the importance of this but had little success doing it. When I was very ill and 
couldn’t get out of bed, I didn’t think about what I needed to do tomorrow. Now I worry less about what I can’t 
or don’t have time to do.  

4. Spend time doing what you want to. Visit friends, walk, read and write. 
        I don’t know when I will be able to attend some of the functions sponsored by Redwood Writers, but I think of 

you often and I wish you success in your endeavors.   

 

Win a Redwood Writers Conference Pass 
Join eScrip and your name goes into the raffle pot to win a FREE pass to the Redwood Writers Conference 

scheduled for April 28, 2012! Other prizes include gift certificates to Copperfield's Books. 
Raffle drawing will take place at the Nov 13th general meeting for Redwood Writers. You do NOT have to be 

present to win. Everyone who has signed up for eScrip, as long as it is before the Nov 13th meeting, will have their 
names entered into the raffle! Don't miss out! It benefits RW without costing you a cent! 
What is eScrip? 

It is a program for non-profit organizations whereby members register their credit/debit, ATM cards, so that 
Redwood Writers will receive from 1% to 5% of everything purchased at merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, 
Glen Ellen Market, Petaluma Market, Round Table Pizza, Food Maxx, Macy’s, even summer cruises!  (See the list of 
merchants on www.eScrip.com  and click on “Family of Merchants.”) 

This does not cost you, the customer anything. Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants 
that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be automatic. These merchants have agreed to 
donate to help non-profits. The money is waiting for us to claim!   
How do you sign up?  
It is simple: 

 Go to eScrip.com 
 Click “About the Program,” on the blue bar 
 Click “Sign Up “ on the blue bar 
 Enter “California Writers” for group name and follow the remaining prompts 
 Please be sure to give a password that you will remember when you exit, as you will need it to re-enter the site 

if you change a credit card or a credit card expires. (Our ID# is 500024196) 
We can help you sign up! For questions or for help in signing up contact Jean Wong, eScrip Co-coordinator  
marcjeanhw@comcast.net      707-833-1124 Please consider joining eScrip to help Redwood Writers.  
Together lets support the many benefits provided to us through Redwood Writers Club.—Jean Wong  7 
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Member in the Spotlight: Sunny Lockwood  
—Interview by Leigh Anne Lindsey 

Q: Your collection of short stories, Shades of Love: Stories from the Heart, was 
published in June by Smashwords and posted on Scribd in July. Within two weeks 250 people 
asked for free copies, and within a month you had over 10,000 Scribd readers. Impressive! 
What’s the impetus behind Shades of Love and why did you go the ebook route? 

A:  I was discouraged after two fruitless years of trying to find an agent or publisher for 
two manuscripts of mine, and getting nothing but encouraging rejections. Then at a writers’ 
conference last May, I took a workshop on e-publishing and I got excited.  

I thought publishing an ebook would cheer up my writer’s soul. So I pulled six short love stories from my files, 
worked with a designer and a formatter, had Karen Batchelor (Redwood Writers’ former president) edit it, and published 
it on Smashwords.  

I’m not very technologically savvy. I’m actually so technologically challenged that I’ve taken the online name of 
“Luddite” for my identity at Scribd. But I’m learning and I think Shades of Love is beautiful. I’m very happy with my first 
collection of fiction. And I’m charging only $1.99 for it. 

Q: How are the sales and reviews going, and what are you doing to promote it?   
A: I’ve had literally thousands of people read the free pages I’m offering, and I’ve sold a few copies of Shades of 

Love on Scribd, Smashwords, and Amazon.com. What has really blown me away is the amazing 
reviews from readers. If reviews help sell books, I’ll be seeing more sales. I accomplished what I 
wanted…to get my work out where people can read and enjoy it. 

Q:  You’ve had quite a writing career, Sunny. Your articles have been published in 
magazines as well known as Ms and Good Housekeeping and as specialized as Student Lawyer 
and the Chronicle of Higher Education. Tell us more about your background. 

A:  I’ve been a newspaper editor (Los Altos Town Crier), a magazine editor 
(BusinessWoman Magazine, which served Santa Clara County in the 1980s), a daily newspaper 
reporter (The Union Democrat, based in Sonora, Calif.) and worked in the communications 
departments at Santa Clara University and UC Berkeley. Now I’m semi-retired, although I write a 

weekly column for the Union Democrat. Most of my spare time is spent writing. Check out: 
www.scribd.com/luddite  and you can see a score of articles and stories as well as Shades of Love. 

Q: What else are you working on at the moment, and where would you like to go from here?  
A: I’m still polishing and pitching my two book manuscripts. Maybe my online presence will lead to something 

with a traditional publisher. But in the meantime, I plan to put more work up online. www.sunnylockwood.com 

 
 

 Redwood Writers Volunteers Needed 
I am thrilled by the response that we've gotten to my pleas for help. Many things are getting done! 
Please read and help if you can!! 
Publicity Director - Osha Hayden is resigning effect September, we will miss her.  
Please let me know if you'd like to enter this creative area. 
 Press Release Writer - If you have this experience or think you liked to give this interesting area a try, we want you. 
It will include writing PR for monthly meetings and other public events such as contests. 
  
Umbrellas - do you have an umbrella and stand that we can use at Book Festival on Sept 24? We need lots! 
Website: Our amazing Web Editor, Lynn Milar, is looking for the following help: We use WordPress and this is a great 
way to learn how to maintain and whorl a website.  
              Need someone to make RW Blog sing or at least whistle! 
              Need someone to work the Resources for Writers area - sites and links 
              Need someone to work on getting list of Books by RW authors 
       Need someone to help post Contest information on website   —Linda Loveland Reid     

              8 

http://www.scribd.com/luddite
http://www.sunnylockwood.com/


Member News 
At the Solano County Fair I received a Best of Show ribbon for my poem “Leaf Brigade” in the published 
category. I also received a 1st place ribbon, 3rd place ribbon, and Honorable Mention ribbon. Three 
poems of my five poems won ribbons. The other poems were “The Harpist” and” White Diamonds.” 
I will be one of the readers on September 3rd at the Poetry Sococo, (formerly Poetry Azul) hosted by 
Andrew Mayer, at SoCo Coffee in Santa Rosa. 

I will also be hosting the teen poetry slam at the Sonoma County Book Festival, at the Literary Arts Guild Tent, Saturday, 
September 24, 2-4 p.m.—Juanita J. Martin 

 
I was one of  a number of RW members whose writing (including my poem, "Enoch Coming from the Wars" appeared in 
the book Continent of Lights (David Madgalene, Ed.) which came out earlier this year.—Jennie Frost Butler 

 
Redwood Writers member Michelle Wing will be featured with her best friend and writing companion 
Christi Calson on the radio show “She Said: Women Writers Reading” on Sunday, Sept. 25, from 8-10 p.m. 
Tune in to KGGV, 95.1 LPFM The Bridge in Guerneville, CA or KGGVFJ.org (click on streaming). The show is 
hosted by Berdalee, and is a mix of casual interview, author readings, and some music. The show happens 
on the fourth Sunday of every month. 
SHE SAID-Women Writers Reading, 4th SUNDAY of every month 8-10:00p.m.  
KGGV, 95.1 LPFM, The Bridge in Guerneville, Ca.   -OR-    KGGVFM.org (click on streaming) 

 
Hello everyone!  My new novel, Captive of Silence, is now available on Amazon in 
paperback, Kindle, and hardcover. It is a roman à clef, a disguised memoir of the first 
twenty-two years of my life in China where I was born and lived throughout the 
Japanese occupation until I was married in Shanghai after WWII. —Alla Crone 

 
Jo Lauer is pleased to announce that her essay, "Oak Tree Intermediary," will be performed by Petaluma 
Readers Theatre, Sept. 16 and 17, Fri. and Sat. 9/16 and 9/17, 8 p.m.,  at the Oasis, 
 141 2nd St., Petaluma. 
Other than her script pieces in the Lavender Roses Readers Theater, this is the first piece she has had 
performed on stage. For more information, contact www.petalumareaderstheatre.com. 

—Jo Lauer  http://joscreativeuniverse.blogspot.com 

 
Save the date:  Saturday October 22nd       Jan Ogren, writer and 
psychotherapist has a new novel out: Dividing Worlds. You could call it a 
spiritual fantasy, mystical realism or just fun with a deeper message. An 
Irish ghost, an extinct bear and a lawyer all team up to help the 
protagonist, Miranda, who just wants to lead an ordinary life. Mark your 
calendars for October 22nd, 7-11 pm for a book celebration with a live 
dance band - Blue Moon. It's celebrating Dividing Worlds and also 
recognizing my 30 years in the psychotherapy field so there'll be fun 
skits featuring the "World's worst therapist meets the client from hell." For    
more information about the book visit my    website: www.JanOgren.net  

 
Ken Weaver has signed his first book contract, for a nonfiction beer book to be published by 
Cameron + Company in spring 2012. His wife, Anneliese Schmidt, has been contracted to 
provide the book's photography. Ken's freelance beer writing will next appear as a 3,000-word 
feature for All About Beer magazine in early 2012. More at www.kmweaver.com.  9 
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Wisdom Has a Voice: Every Daughter’s Memories of Mother,  
Edited by Kate Farrell 
This groundbreaking anthology, print edition to be released September 1, 2011, 
includes 25 true and compelling memoirs about mother that express the wisdom 
shared or learned. Five Redwood members are included in the anthology: 
Jeanne Jusaitis, Elizabeth VanPatten, Barbara Toboni, Ana Manwaring, and 
Laura McHale Holland.  

Join us for readings and signings at the Sonoma County Book Festival, Redwood Village, 
Readers Circle, 2:00 to 2:45 p.m. and at the Sitting Room, October 2nd, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. The book will 

be available on Amazon. Find more information about the book and events at: www.wisdomhasavoice.com 

 
 
Sonoma County Book Festival: 

Ted Calvert will be on the Writing Local History Panel with Gaye LeBaron 
at the Sonoma County Book Festival on September 24th. 

Ted is currently the president of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical 
Society board of directors. He is the author of Healdsburg Chronicles and The 
Legacy of Fitch Mountain. While Ted enjoys world travel, he relishes coming 
home to the Sonoma County lifestyle in all its seasons. 

Elaine Webster’s book Heartfelt: Caregiver’s Guide to Cardiomyopathy and Mitral 
Valve Surgery chronicles sixteen years of life with her husband Blake as they 
struggle through his first major arrhythmia, to mitral-valve repair surgery, and 
onto recovery. Through personal insights and common-sense advice, you'll learn 
how to Take Care of Your Patient; Take Care of Yourself. 
http://www.amazon.com/Heartfelt-Caregivers-Cardiomyopathy-Mitral-
Surgery/dp/146375311X http://www.heartfeltcaregiversguide.com/ 

 
My story, “Ready for the Grave,” won Honorable Mention in the Whispering Prairie Press 2011 Flash 
Fiction contest.  Also, my story “Sheriff’s Calls,” was published in the July 21, 2011 edition of the 
Point Reyes Light.—Susanna Solomon, Montana Rhapsody, a pole dancer, a farmer, a river, a novel 
susanna@susannasolomon.com 

Catharine Bramkamp has published the third in her Real Estate Diva Series: 
 A 380 Degree View. 

Everything is just fine.  Allison’s sales are tracking at 0%. She is under 
100% pressure from her boss to produce or be fired. She has a 50% commitment 
from her boyfriend with a 0% possibility of getting a ring. Her best friend on the 
other hand has a 100% commitment from her fiancé, but he’s suddenly taking 0% 
of her calls.  

So when Allison Little, Real Estate Diva, learns her grandmother is hobbling around on a 
broken foot and the illegal tenants are helping only 10% of the time, Allison drops 100% of everything 
and high tails it up to Claim Jump because nothing (0%) ever happens in Claim Jump, except when she 
starts falling over acquaintances who are 100% dead. 380 Degrees is available at Amazon.  The first two 
books Death Revokes the Offer and Time is of the Essence, are currently at a coffee shop near you!  

 
 
I'd like to extend a warm welcome to our new Redwood Writers' members: Jasmine Belenger, Paul Greenberg,   
Waights Taylor, Jr., Tami Casias, and Joan Frentz who has published Life Begins @ 60. 
—Julie A. Winrich, Membership Chair          10 
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Poetry Place 
 
What Will Stop America from  
Being in Wars?    
  —Tom J. Mariani                                                                                                                                                  
 
Our FBI did try 
To go after Capone 
For putting out contracts 
On people he didn’t condone 
 
The U. S. of A with its CIA 
Is secretly droning away 
Knocking off leaders 
Who stand in our way 
 
Income tax evasion  
On Capone was all we could get 
America’s war machine may be stopped 
Once we default on our national debt 
 

Waiting 
—Michelle Wing 
 
Your words come through the phone, 
and I sweep them up with gentle hands 
to drop them one by one into a glass jar,  
preserving them as if 
they were peaches. 
 
Anticipating succulence, 
I wade slowly through spring days into  
August heat, heavy with longing. At last 
I set the jar on the porch to warm  
in three o’clock sunlight, then 
serve you plump promises 
in cool blue and white bowls. 

 

 
   He fingered the mandolin in the eve 

       as the birds went in for rest 

    and moon's light proved enough 

by day he split wood roped water from the well 

 until the sun found its way up the hillside 

  and settled atop of the trees for a spell 

               he advanced 

             traveled about 

          chewed all he ate 

      and now sometimes... 

        he thinks of home 

          birds and trees 

        sun on the water 

         and many nights 

  his hands on the strings 

   not a care in the world 

   just the moon and sky. 

 

                                            Daniel McCann 

                                                                                   13 July 2010 

 
Editor’s Note: Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two will be selected 
to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space available. Send one poem per person. 
Use 12 point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. 
Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquistions Editor 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10

th
 of the month to be included in the 

following month’s edition.          11 
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Sonoma County Book Festival  
Attention Redwood Writers: Your chance to shine! Sell and promote your book, FREE of 

charge, with thousands of local prospective buyers at your fingertips. Sound good? Keep reading. 
This year’s Sonoma County Book Festival, Saturday, September 24

th
, from 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 

is the opportunity you’ve been waiting for. We’ll have table space provided for you to sell your book(s) 
and display your promotional material in the Redwood Writers Village, close to the Redwood Writers 
Reading Circle at the corner of 4

th
 and Mendocino (between the fountain and the Bistro.). 

You get: 2 consecutive hours and 3’ of table space (we’ll provide the 6’ table to share and a 
chair for you); you keep all the proceeds. 

Your responsibility:   Sign up! The sooner the better! Bring your promotional materials; make 
your space shine. Please donate one signed copy of your book for the Reading Circle raffle. Bring your 
own cashbox and change. 

Promote the heck out of this event early—Facebook, blogs, e-mail, Twitter, LinkedIn, etc. Tell 
everyone you know. This is your chance to practice building a platform and bringing people to you. 
 Are you an e-book author only? We haven’t forgotten you. You’ll be able to download your 
book onto a flash drive and transfer it to an electronic reader right there at your very own table. 
Consider downloading a free excerpt from your book as a giveaway. 

It’s so simple! Just send me an e-mail with your interest and commitment. You can request 
your first and second time-slot choices (10–noon, noon–2, or 2–4), and I’ll do my very best to meet your 
needs (though, no guarantee). I’ll be assigning 2-hour time slots the first part of September. 

When writers help writers, everyone wins. Please get back to me soon. I can be reached at 
joscra@sonic.net or by phone at 707-544-7620. I look forward to seeing you there!—Jo Lauer, Book Festival Planning Committee   

 

Ten Tips for a Terrific Book Festival—Sandy Baker 
Whether you are a first timer or an experienced book festival exhibitor, we have some tips to make your day at the Sonoma County 
Book Festival well organized, comfortable and rewarding! 
1. Set realistic expectations. Exhibitors with more than one product generally sell more than those with just one book. 
Authors can benefit from more than just sales: meet and learn from other exhibitors, hand out your business card and flyers. You 
may make connections that will further your career or lead to future sales. 
2. Select the right equipment for an attractive and functional booth. We offer rental tents, chairs, tables and tablecloths. If 
you are not bringing your own tent, we strongly recommend renting a tent, as afternoon temperatures can soar. Plan how your 
space will look and list what you need to bring... books, signs, informational fliers, banner, vase of flowers, other decorations. 
Attractive space attracts festival goers. 
3. Make your booth appear spacious and uncrowded. Don't put too many products on one table; don't have too many people 
sitting at your booth—that can be intimidating for people walking by. If you have four authors, station only two at a time behind the 
table. Let others walk around or stand alongside. 
4. Be prepared for variations in weather. Mornings are often chilly with fog; afternoons can reach 90 degrees or even higher. 
Bring a jacket, hat, water and any other clothing or items that can aid your comfort. 
5. Be an active exhibitor. Don't just sit behind your table and text on your phone or talk to your partner. Engage people who 
walk by. Make eye contact. Smile. Say "hello" or "lovely day today"...anything to show your interest in them and invite them to stop 
by your table. 
6. Spread the word in advance. Let clients, friends, family and other contacts know that you are exhibiting at the Book 
Festival. Tell them your booth location and ask them to spread the word. Announce your participation on your website, through 
Facebook, or with postcards. 
7. Offer Festival attendees a good deal. Put a sale price on your products...a Book Festival discount for people who buy that 
day, and make sure potential customers see it! 
8. Show me the money. Decide whether you'll accept credit cards or checks. Bring a receipt book and cash drawer. If you are 
sharing a table with other authors, decide in advance if you will sell each other's books. 
9. Build your contact lists. Provide a signup sheet for email or mailing addresses. Offer a small giveaway item for people who 
give you permission to contact them. Contact information can be useful for your future marketing efforts. 
10.   Arrive between 8 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. to set up. This schedule should give you enough time to walk around and see what 
else is going on, observe how other exhibitors use their space, and locate the nearest bathroom, information booth and other 
important features. 

Most of all – have fun! We look forward to seeing you at the 2011 Sonoma County Book Festival!   12 
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Announcements 
Fran Claggett will be teaching another memoir writing class for the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute at Sonoma State University beginning Wednesday, September 14th, from 1 to 3p.m. for 
six weeks. Both new and experienced memoir writers are welcome. There is time in each session 
for writing, for reading and critiquing, for the joy of seeing moments in our own lives transformed 
through the magic of language into stories.  

 

Natasha Yim will have two plays in production in August/September. Her ten-minute comedy, 
"Playing with Knives" will be performed at the Pegasus Theatre in Rio Nido (by Guerneville) as 

part of the Tapas Short Plays Festival. This festival will run for 5 weekends beginning on 

Friday, Aug. 26, and end Sun., Sept. 25. Performance times are Friday and Saturdays, 8 pm., and 
Sundays, 4 pm. Ticket prices are pay-what-you-can every Friday, and $15 for Saturday and 
Sunday performances. Ticket price for the opening gala on Friday, Aug. 26 is $30 which includes 
tapas, champagne and non-alcoholic beverages. For reservations and information, visit: 
www.pegasustheater.com. 
"Flavor of the Month", also a comedy, will be performed as part of FireRose Productions Ten 

Minute Play Festival in Los Angeles, Aug. 25 - Aug. 27. For more information, visit www.fireroseproductions.com.  

 
Two ways to participate in freewrite-style writing workshops in Petaluma - 4 weeks for $60:  
Jumpstart at Petaluma Community Center 
Tuesdays, 9:30 am to 11:30 am , September 6 - September 27 
Register online: http://activenet6.active.com/petalumarec/ 
Register in person: Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma 
Jumpstart at Copperfield's Books, 140 Kentucky St., Petaluma 
Tuesdays, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm, September 6 - 27  
Register with Marlene: mcullen@comcast.net  
More information: www.thewritespot.us 

 
 

In recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October, 

the YWCA will host three Friday nights of author readings in Sebastopol, Cloverdale, 
and  Santa Rosa, in the second annual  series of events called  “Changing Hurt to 
Hope: Writers Speak Out Against Domestic Violence.” 

On Oct. 7, writers will read at the Sebastopol Center for the Arts in 
Sebastopol; on Oct. 21, writers will read at the Cloverdale Arts Alliance First Street 
Gallery in Cloverdale; and on Oct. 28, an event is planned in Santa Rosa, although the 
final site has not yet been determined. 

Readers will be presenting their own words, addressing the issue of domestic 
violence in memoir, flash fiction and poetry. All are welcome to attend. The events will 
be free, although donations to the YWCA are always appreciated. 

For more information, contact Michelle Wing at (707) 478-1460 or 
wingpoet@gmail.com or Donata Bohanec, Volunteer Coordinator at the YWCA, (707) 303-8401. 

 
 
Thrillerz Critique Group is looking for 1-2 new members. We meet on Thursday evenings 6:30 to 
9:00 p.m. at a location to be decided now that Borders is closing. Our group includes authors of 
a YA paranormal thriller, adult paranormal/horror, police procedural suspense, and an FBI 
suspense/thriller. We are mature and supportive and would like a few more faces to round out our 
group. If you are interested, contact Thonie Hevron at 707-228-5501. 
           13 
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Writers Forum of Petaluma presenters Christine Walker 
Thursday, September 15   7:00 - 9:00 pm  $15 at the door 

Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma 
Contact:  Marlene Cullen   mcullen@comcast.net 

For more information about Writers Forum: www.thewritespot.us 
Topic:  Image & The Senses 
A member of Redwood Writers, Christine Walker says a writer’s task is to make the fabulous real and the real felt. To 
bring a world alive on the page, we paint vividly with words to engage sight, sound, taste, touch, smell, and a “sixth 
sense,” while also juggling point of view, character, place, tension, time, emotion, and theme. The “sixth sense” is felt 
form—an intangible that emerges from the sensory information, narrative structure, and all else. It gives a novel 
distinction—not easily summed up—a quality that readers feel, that reviewers try to encapsulate, that lingers in readers’ 
minds, hearts, bodies, and souls, and that stands the test of time. 
 Christine Walker is a visual artist, writer, and creator of Read to Write Books workshops and the accompanying blog. 
She is the author/artist of A Painter’s Garden: Cultivating the Creative  ife and co-author/illustrator of Wooleycat’s 
Musical Theater. She has an MA in Creative Arts Interdisciplinary Studies and an MFA in Writing and Literature in Fiction. 
http://readtowritebooks.wordpress.com      http://www.christinewalker.net 

 
 

The Redwood Writer  
Deadline is the 15th of each month 
P.O. Box 4687 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Editor: Robin Moore 
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita J. Martin 
Copy Editor: Arlene Miller 
Copy Editor: Farrell Winter 
Technology Writer/Editor: Mark Adair                      

 

6th Street Theatre Presents: 

Solo Voce! How to write Monologues for your next script 
 

Are you interested in turning that life-changing event, crazy family story, or talkative character into a short one-person 
play?  Do you know the difference between Narrative, Narration, and Monologue?  Conflict and sarcasm? Join Lennie 

Dean and Maureen Studer for their monologue playwrighting class.  We will cover all the basics of monologue, soliloquy, 
and storytelling in the single voice through in-class writing exercises, examples, and class discussion. You are welcome to 
bring a solo piece that needs development. We will help you bring to life that one-person story that is waiting to be told. 

 Class will culminate in a presentation for ‘invited’ guests. 
 

When: Saturdays; September 10 - October 1 
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Where: 6th Street Playhouse 
52 West 6th Street 

Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

Instructors: Lennie Dean & Maureen Studer 
Cost : $150.00 

Contact: Education Director:  Craig Miller 
       (707)523-4185 ext.103 or craig@6thstreetplayhouse.com 

Website: www.6thstreetplayhouse.com                                                                                               14       
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QUICK START WRITING WORKSHOPS by Pat Tyler 

Writers writing together in a fun, safe place 
Thursdays - Rohnert Park Community Center 
9:30-11:30 a.m. - Corner of RP Expressway and Snyder Lane   
Bring pen, paper or laptop and a friend. 
Questions? Call Pat 707-696-9640 
www.writetoday.net 

 

 
 

A challenge to members to put CWC IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
Get rich. Get famous. Get us in the news. Perhaps I exaggerate. However, a contest and a cause have 

come up that could help us publicize the CWC while opening doors for our members. 
The first-ever Ladies Home Journal Personal Essay Contest has a call out for first-person narratives of 

personal growth "interpreted as broadly as you like." You could win $3000; see yourself published in LHJ and 
mention if there is an accompanying bio that you belong to the CWC. To read official rules and enter, visit 
LHJ.com/essaycontest. 

For a chance to return a favor to one of our earliest guiding lights, consider getting something 
published in support of saving Jack London State Park, site of his Cottage, Wolf House ruins, museum and 
grave. 
California has put this wonderful place on the list of 70 state parks scheduled for permanent closure. 
Champion it in an article, a column, a blog, a letter to the editor. Let's aim for at least 100 "publishes" and 
please let us know what you manage to have published or posted. 

Good luck and sail on!—Donna McCrohan Rosenthal, PR chair, pr@calwriters.org 

 

Fault Zone: 
Stepping Up to the Edge 

Short Story Contest 
Call for Entries! 

Fault Zone: Stepping Up to the Edge, an anthology of stories, will be published January 2012 by the San 

Francisco & Peninsula branch of the California Writers Club. We encourage you to submit your short stories to our 2nd 
annual contest. Your piece should relate to the anthology’s theme in some way. Interpret as you wish and have fun. We 
can’t wait to see it! 
Word count should not exceed 2,500 words. 
Entries will be read blind. Do not put your name anywhere on your manuscript. Put your title on every page of your 
manuscript, along with the page numbers. 
Include two 3 x 5 cards with your name, address AND EMAIL. We might need to contact you!  
Send to: CWC Fault Zone Contest, PO Box 853, Belmont, CA  94002-0853. 
First Prize is $300 and publication in Fault Zone.  
Second Prize is $100.  
Third Prize is $50.  
Postmark deadline is September 30, 2011. Entry fee is $15. 
Previously published work will be considered. Novel excerpts must stand on their own.  
 
             15  
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YOU ARE INVITED!     

Vintage Voices Anthology Launch! 
Join in the fun -  Come help celebrate the new, fabulous, 6th edition of 

Redwood Writers anthology! Invite your family and friends! 
 

Congratulations to Editor Cynthia Helen 
Beecher and over 65 Redwood Writer members 
represented in the anthology! 

Date: Sept 18, Sunday in the Garden         
Time: 4:30 to 7:30pm     
What: Readings from Authors 
Food: Yes, good food and wine! 
Place: Harry and Linda Reid’s home garden - 
Rohnert Park  
RSVP required: Address provided with reservation 
- see below for email 
                    

It’s FREE… a lovely garden event to meet and 

enjoy friends, sip wine, eat fine food and listen to 

great readings from Redwood Writers 6
th

 edition of 

Vintage Voices.  

 Books will be on sale for $12 each as suggested donation−books on sale at 

the Sonoma Count Book Festival on Sept 24 & at Redwood Writers monthly 

meetings  

 

Event Chair, Julie Henig:  juels2020@comcast.net 

RSVP required:  lindareid100@sbcglobal.net 

Note: Authors who wish to read at Book Launch please contact Julie Henig.  

 

       FUN!   FOOD!  FRIENDS! AND GREAT READINGS! 
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