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The Long and Short of It:  
Tips for Successful Essay and Memoir 

 

Do you know the essential elements every 
creative non-fiction writer can use to create 
robust, compelling first-person stories? Do you 
know the statement that forms the core of every 
essay or memoir? Bring new life to your writing 
using tips offered by Susan Bono, a writing 
teacher and editor. 

Whether you’re new to the genre or looking to 
brush up on your skills, Bono will connect you to 
key concepts that will help you master your 
material. 

Since 1995, Susan Bono has been the editor 
and publisher of Tiny Lights: A Journal of 
Personal Narrative. Most recently, she authored 
her published collection of essays, What We Have 
Here: Essays about Keeping House and Finding 
Home. Bono currently serves on the boards of the 
Mendocino Coast Writers Conference and 
Petaluma Readers Theater, and edits the Noyo 
River Review (online at noyoriverreview.org).  
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, April 12 
Time:   3-5 p.m. Come at 2:30 to register &             

  mingle 
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $8/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Celebrate National Poetry Month.  
Say something from the heart;  

Say it with poetry. 
 

See more on  
page 5.  
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Beginnings 
By Jan Rowley 

What popped into your mind when your eyes lit on the headline, 
“Beginnings?” Was it an image? Was it a memory? Maybe it was an 
intriguing beginning sentence, such as: 

“Only when the gopher fell from the sky, nearly hitting him, did Myles 
Vincent put down his ax and look up.” (Coyote Winds, Helen Sedwick, 
Ten Gallon Press, 2013) 

“If I had trusted my intuition, I would have said no.” (The Beautiful 
Evil, Robbi Bryant, 2011) 

“Later, after Kailani gave it some thought, she realized it was 
impossible.” (Sleeping with the Gods, Jean Wong, Li-Jean Press, 2013) 

What’s behind those beginning lines (all written, not coincidentally, by Redwood Writers)?  
Or, maybe it wasn’t a beginning line at all, but another beginning that came to mind: the beginning of a 

relationship—falling in love, a wedding, a pregnancy; the beginning of an adventure; first day on the college 
campus; first job; your first beginning line. 

There are no beginnings without endings. We give our heart, our independence, to another. We exchange 
the security of the known and familiar to the insecurity of seeking. We pack away a passion to satisfy the 
necessities. And finally, if we’re lucky, we stop denying our soul. 

The decision to begin to write is made each day, perhaps more than once. Each time we make that 
decision we put a period to something or someone, at least for the time it takes to write out the need. The 
decision may not be made easily. We may need an incentive, even an excuse, to put something else aside 
and write. Maybe it’s a starting point we need, a theme. Perhaps, we need to write to others’ expectations 
just to begin. 

I stopped here. The dogs wanted treats and I wanted lunch. I took a walk in the yard, watched a little 
Jeopardy, and played a little solitaire. It’s time for another beginning line. 

 
If it had not been for the deadline staring me in the face as soon as I opened the website, I might 

never have learned the truth. 
 

That could be you! So, I’m giving you a deadline, and that deadline is five minutes from right now. 
Before the deadline passes, you will open this website: www.redwoodwriters.org. Once on the website you 
must click on Contests, and select “On the Edge” Short Story Contest. You still have time to meet that 

deadline: March 31. And, so you know more is waiting, there will soon 
be information about the upcoming Memoir Contest and the Non-
Fiction Contest (non-memoir).  

Don’t sign out yet. 
Click on Events and mark your calendar for the next Open Mic at 

Gaia’s Garden (the fourth Saturday of each month), the Library Open 
Mic on Saturday, April 4, and the (every other month) Salon on 
Saturday, April 18. You’re going to need to experience an ending here 
and there to create a few beginning lines for your five-minute readings 
at these events. 

 You can do it. I know you can. This is just the beginning. 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

JENNIE FROST BUTLER 

    
 

By Carol Treacy 
 
I met Jennie Frost Butler on a sunny, warm day 

in Petaluma and was delighted to discover that her 
personality mirrored the weather! The prolific 
writer brought some of her work—poetry, short 
fiction, memoir and essays—and read two of her 
poems aloud. Both were insightful, moving and 
beautifully written. I especially enjoyed Enoch 
Coming From the Wars. This poem came to 
Jennie, late one night, while listening to Joyce 
Carol Oates speak on NPR radio about Ulysses 
returning from his wars. After learning more about 
Jennie’s life—she’s also a talented artist—I asked 
her the following questions: 

CT – When did you start writing? 
JB – I first decided to be a writer at age 10, 

after the young heroine in a favorite book series 
chose that goal. But my first actual creative 
writing, at age 13, was an English class essay 
about gazing into fireplace flames.  

CT – Where do you get your information and 
inspiration? 

JB – My inspiration can come from a phrase or 
word, heard or read (or even misread), or a writing 
prompt, such as “Have your character do 
something unexpected.” I didn’t have a character, 
but one suddenly popped up and did something 
very odd. To find out what that was, see “Growing 
Older with Granny” at www.thewritespot.us. 

CT – I’ll have to check that out. What tips can 
you share with other writers? 

JB – Some years ago, I was introduced to Mind 
Mapping, or Clustering, where one writes a single 
word, idea or topic in the center of a large piece of 
paper, then draws arrows away from it, letting one 
thought lead to another and another. That’s been 
very helpful to me. 

CT – What wins are you celebrating or have 
you celebrated? 

JB – A number of my writings are on The 
Write Spot blog. In recent years, my stories have 
appeared in The Bohemian’s October ‘Jive’ issue, 
and I also had the fun of winning a money prize in 
a Poetry Slam. Several times this past year, I’ve 
been one of the storytellers at the local West Side 
Stories. In the art arena, a cat collage sold at the 
December Petaluma Art Center show. Another is 
now in “The Exposed Heart” show at Petaluma’s 
Heebe Jeebe General Store. And I’ll have a 
papier-mâché piece in their March “Big Eyes” 
show. 

CT – Do you find writing easy or difficult and 
why? 

JB – Writing comes naturally to me, in my 
journal or on the computer. I use it to clarify my 
thinking, help with decision-making and provide 
fresh ways of looking at or doing things. When a 
theme or prompt grabs me, the writing often just 
flows. But it can be difficult to get the muse to 
behave when there’s a fixed topic or deadline. As 
a child, playing with my sister, I was always 
creating scenarios for our dolls, stuffed animals 
and paper dolls. Guess that means I’m a born 
storyteller. 

 
 

Don't forget about the great flyers at 
the end of the newsletter!  
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Redwood Writers Community Writing: What does it feel like to be alone? 
 

Kay Mehl Miller asked writers to participate as a community by answering this question in a single sentence. 
Here are the responses: 
 
Alone is a presence of spirit popping out to see if anyone is there.  – Kay Mehl Miller      
 
The quiet of alone lets me hear what I need to tell myself. – Belinda Riehl 
 
It's as if the air around me is so heavy that my shoulders cannot hold me up. – Pam Taeuffer 
 
Alone is turning within oneself and finding no one home.  – Brenda Bellinger 
 
Alone is the place inside my head where I'm free to 
roam the universe. – Lee Gant 
 
Tomorrow never comes while yesterday is ever-
present. – Arletta Dawdy 
 
Being alone, I connect my external and internal 
environment; expressing this union through choice- 
always my choice-either in serene peaceful ways, 
creatively, passionate means or ego-driven paths.  
– Joy Shugars 
 
Alone is liberation, contemplation, re-creation. – 
Jeanne Jusaitis 
 
 I treasure spending a lot of time being alone, doing 
the things I want to do. – Al King 
  
Alone is coming home to myself to create, rest and 
refuel. – Venus Maher 
 
Alone is living in a messy house with a bed full of 
books, scribbled poems and notes, a laptop and my 
going to sleep when I please. – Lilith Rogers 
 
Alone is an acquired taste. – Steven Miller 
 
Being alone is a flavor of time—perhaps it might 
rhyme—perhaps not. – Osha Hayden 
 
And, finally, this from Jean Wong: “Really 
fascinating Kay—I’d put one in—but the subject 
terrifies me! Very best to such courageous writers.”   

Journeys — 2015 Anthology Update 
 

 
 

Redwood Writers members submitted a record 
total of 122 pieces for the 2015 anthology! This 
anniversary edition (10 years for the 
anthology and 40 years for the Redwood Writers 
branch) promises to be an outstanding collection 
of poetry and prose. Of course, the sheer number 
of pieces presents a wonderful challenge for the 
anthology editor and selection committee — 
Amber Lea Starfire, Kate Farrell, and 
Helen Sedwick — who are enthusiastic about 
compiling a compelling, entertaining, and 
thought-provoking anthology that will represent 
the best quality of work from Redwood Writers 
members. We will choose submissions that are 
closest to the guidelines, and that develop 
the theme of journey and its life-changing 
potential. 

 
Submitters will be notified by April 15, 2015 
regarding whether or not pieces have been 
selected for publication. 
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Poetry and Prose Writers 
By Juanita J. Martin 

 
Over the years, I have spoken with numerous prose writers 

and writers of poetry to get their take on poetry writing. When I 
asked prose writers if they would ever write a poem, they said 
poetry was “too hard.” Poetry doesn’t sell like a juicy memoir 
or a gut-wrenching story does. Someone suggested that poems 
did not convey real life. 

Candid responses from poets were just the opposite. Poets 
write poems that are concise and expressive without too many 
boundaries. Yes, poets write poems about real life. But poets 
sometimes write abstractly. They might grab a mike and do a 
freestyle rendition. That’s the beauty of poetry; it can be done 
so many different ways.       

Writers of poetry as well as prose writers have a writing 
process. They may start with a subject or a line and build from 
there. They may use a dictionary or thesaurus. They may do 
several rewrites. All writers should “show” and not “tell” in 
their work. The difference is poets write what they want in a 
tighter wrap-up. Both need to grab the reader’s attention within 
the first few lines. Prose writers and poets connect to their 
audience, write for the page or stage, and have great imagery 
and fresh language in their story or poem. Prose writers and 
poets are more alike than one would think. 

What is this fear of poetry? Good poetry needs to be read or 
heard.  One should immerse oneself with various styles of 
poetry to broaden one’s repertoire.  

Poetry is a quick way to express ourselves freely and 
creatively. Poetry gave me permission to use my voice like 
never before.  

Some people write poetry to heal, such as RW member, 
Sabrina Rawson. At first she was opposed to the genre. “Poetry 
seemed like a style of writing filled with absolutes and brash 
thoughts.” After attending local readings, she had a change of 
heart.  

“When I began to listen, I began to imagine what the author 
was trying to convey,” Sabrina said. She wrote her first poem, 
Once Was Remains, about the healing process regarding the 
loss of her son.  

 

In addition to being Acquisitions Editor, Juanita J. Martin has 
worked on and has been published in several Redwood Writers 
anthologies and has had articles in Redwood Writers newsletters. 
She was Fairfield’s first poet laureate. She’s published in several 
poetry books such as SoMa Literary Review and Bay Area Poets 
Review. She’s the author of The Lighthouse Beckons, a collection of 
poems. She’s also recipient of the Helen S. Barnhart Award for 
service to Redwood Writers. 

Once Was Remains 
—Sabrina Rawson 
 
Eyes filled with dreams open to wonder 
and might. 
Flecks of gold shine bright, light with 
mischief at night. 
What do you see? 
A cat playing in the grass. 
What do you see? 
Dreams of veterinary science, at last. 
 
Mouth puckered thin waiting to taunt 
younger siblings. 
Laughter shrieks loud when chased 
round and around. 
What do you hear? 
Video games and football plays. 
What do you hear? 
The sounds of teenage gears. 
 
Sockets now round and smooth cold to 
the touch of years gone by. 
Holes left behind with no remains of 
sight to show of the boy you once were. 
What do you see? 
It is dark in here where dirt fills the 
ground. 
What do you see? 
Dreams held struck in flight. 
 
Sunken are bones that once held pudgy 
cheeks. 
Jagged is the surface where smooth lips 
once spoke. 
Empty sockets remain where laughter 
had been heard. 
What do you hear? 
Silence all around till the rain hits the 
ground. 
What do you hear? 
Whispered prayers of love twelve years 
have passed 
 
What once was my son still remains. 
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two 
will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the 
space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 
Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the 
following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 Her Things 

—Su Shafer 
 
He lies in the darkness surrounded by her things 
They watch him, how his eyes close, then open 
again 
Close, then open again, searching the room for 
something 
Lost or maybe something safe to hold onto. 
Her things creep closer to his bed 
Hover over his sweating form 
They breathe hot disapproval and accusations 
“If you had only done this,” they whisper 
“Why didn’t you?  Why didn’t you?  Why didn’t 
you?” 
Their anger is thunder in his ears. 
They are her ghosts, reminders that haunt and 
Torment him in the ink-still hours. 
In the morning, they recede like shadows 
And wait sullenly for nightfall. 
He rises, still bent beneath the cast-iron weight 
Of a nightmare that has no waking. 
 
 
 

Night and Day 
—Robert Winters 
 
“Perchance to dream” 
above majestic mountaintop 
Sierra snow covered - virgin 
white 
Tahoe gleamed green-blue 
sunshine. 
 
Plant pole - fall  
free of gravity 
freedom go - flow 
powder puff -                
white little waterfalls. 
 
Too soon sunset 
eyes flickered open 
night darkness 
body shook -  
evil little earthquakes. 
 
Popped pills - dopamine 
rise - fight gravity 
full bladder -  
pull stiff body 
up unbalanced 
 
“To sleep” 
off switch on 
awake-pain 
tiny little torture 
 

Backsliding 
—Steven Lubliner 
 
The second hand coat  
I wore in school 
no longer fits. 
Nor the second hand ideas. 
 
I miss our high held heads. 
Our passed out forms. 
All the old forked roads. 
 
I have an urge 
for an urge 
to smoke. 
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Redwood Writers Salon: Come Share the Fun 

By Robin Moore 
 
If you have not yet attended a Redwood Writers Salon, 

you may soon want to join in these fun events. The Salons 
take place in private homes or backyards, during the even 
months of the year, and are hosted by fellow RW members.  
The cozy feel of reading one’s work aloud in members’ 
homes lends a unique flavor to these restricted RW events. 
In contrast to the Library Open Mics and the RW Open 
Mics which are held in public locations, the Salons are 
hosted by members in their homes or yards. 

Potluck meals are shared before each Redwood Salon, 
with multiple yummy treats brought by members. The 
meal is shared before the five-minute readings start, 
although members and a few invited guests may just attend 
for the simple joy of listening to the RW members’ Salon 
readings. Readings may be poetry, fiction selections, 
memoir or non-fiction pieces. The only restriction is that 
they must be five minutes or less in length. 

To participate, either by reading at a Salon or just coming to enjoy hearing the stories, participants must 
email the Salon Chair, Sher Gamard, indicating their 
desire to attend.  A few invited guests must also be 
pre-registered. She will then email directions to the 
location and time of the next RW Salon. This is done 
so that the host’s physical address is never publicized 
and is kept private.  In order to attend, one must sign 
up in advance. The dates of the Salons, time and 
general location are the only things publicized. Check 
the www.RedwoodWriters.org website, or consult the 
Redwood Writers newsletter for the latest listing. 

It can be quite fun to host one of these Redwood 
Salons.  We’ve had everything from picnic settings in 
backyards shared with other RW members, to ranch 
settings or cozy homes, and even condominium 
common rooms with poolside views.  If you think 
you would like to host a Redwood Salon, email or 
talk to Sher Gamard at gmard@redshift.com. She will 
let you know which of the even months of the year 
are still available for Redwood Salon dates.  

Come check out these fun events. You will be glad 
you did. 

—Robin Moore 
robinofrockridge.com 
 
 

REDWOOD WRITERS APRIL SALON 
 

 
 

“Spring Into The Salon!” 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 3 – 6 p.m. in the 
charming town of Sebastopol. 
 
Bring your stories and poems to share.  
Readings are five minutes. 
 
All members are welcome! 
 
RSVP: Registration, readings, directions, and 
our convivial potluck lunch. 
Contact:  Sher Gamard   gmard@redshift.com 

 

Redwood Writers members at the  
Salon in February. 

The Redwood Writer   7 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:gmard@redshift.com
http://www.robinofrockridge.com/
mailto:gmard@redshift.com


Choose Your Mountain 
By Mary DeShazo 

 
Writing, like mountaineering, requires planning and persistence. As you 

may already know, Santa Rosa native Kevin Jorgeson and partner Tommy 
Caldwell ascended a vertical wall of El Capitan, an impossible slab of granite. 
It took them 19 days and they had to rest along the way. However, they did 
what nobody had done in the climbing world. 

Another example of planning and grit was Sir Edmund Hillary’s conquest of 
Mount Everest in 1953. Expedition after expedition had failed but Hillary’s feat 
made him one the 100 most influential people in the 20th century. Astronauts 
planned the moon walk based on his courage. 

Redwood Writer, choose your mountain. Study it, train for it, plan the 
ascent, and climb those rugged slopes. Get that book published, finish the last 
poem of your chapbook. Good luck! 

 
~~~ 

 

Helpful Programs for Self-Editing 
By Gene McCreary 

 
Some folks might not know that there are several software programs that 

help you self-edit your manuscript. Among these are Cheetah for Writers, 
Autocrit, Smart Edit, Editor Software, and ProWritingAid. Some of these will 
integrate seamlessly with Word or other writing software. I used 
ProWritingAid for my novel and I can't overemphasize how valuable this 
initial editing process is. PWA has a web-based version that is free 
(prowritingaid.com/en/Analysis/Editor), but you have to cut and paste your 
sections into it, whereas with the premium version, it highlights issues right 
on the page of your document. This is editing the nuts and bolts of the writing 
process, and the software gives you about twenty reports on various issues 
such as style, sentence length, clichés and redundancies, vague words, pronouns, sticky sentences, paragraph 
length, etc. Especially useful is the report on repeated words and phrases. I found that such phrases are 
devilishly difficult to detect on one's own, even if you are reading the section out loud—and for those new to 
writing, reading your work out loud is absolutely essential to good style. Seeing such phrases highlighted 
can lead to re-thinking a whole sentence, which in turn can lead to re-thinking a paragraph and sometimes 
even a section, just as seeing your clichés can lead you to reconsider the cogency of a bit of dialogue, for 
example. It's good to note, however, that the reports can be tailored to whatever kind of writing you're 
engaged in: various types of non-fiction, fiction, etc. I noted that PWA has expanded its reports and 
upgraded its on-line free version since I last used it. I'm not touting this particular program over another—in 
fact it would be helpful if people shared their experiences with the various other programs. 

Of course these programs will not help you with the depth of your characters or the vibrancy of your 
scenes or the cogency of your presentations. But they go far toward getting rid of amateurish and distracting 
clutter. While you're running these checks, you can also absorb, imitate and adapt the styles of good authors 
in your chosen genre.  

None of this info is original. You can find it on various web sites and blogs. It all speaks to a very basic 
step in learning how to write well. I was an academic for some years, an English professor, which may in 
some sense be the worst background for writing fiction. I had to unlearn and then re-learn how to write a 
story. So most of you will carry a lot less baggage to unload. Keep at it. 

Kevin Jorgeson and Tommy 
Caldwell embrace after 
reaching the top of El 
Capitan. (Associated Press) 
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Celebrate California Bookstore Day on May 2, 2015 

By Margie Yee Webb 
  
Jump on the bandwagon and celebrate California Bookstore Day (CBD) on 

May 2, 2015! The success of the inaugural CBD last year has spurred indie 
bookstores all over the country to join the Bookstore Day party, and everyone is 
invited. 

What is CBD? CBD is an event to celebrate books and independent 
bookstores with exclusive books and art pieces available on that day only and is a 
joint project by the Northern California Independent Booksellers Association 
(NCIBA, nciba.com) and Southern California Independent Booksellers 
Association (SCIBA, scibabooks.org). The idea was conceived by Pete Mulvihill, 
co-owner of Green Apple Books in San Francisco and NCIBA board member. 
He, along with Hut Landon, executive director of NCIBA, and Samantha 
Schoech, event director, are the key people organizing the event. 

Last year, over 90 bookstores participated with 13 exclusive books and art 
pieces crafted for and sold on that day, Saturday, May 3, 2014. Items included a 
California Classics Box Set, The Bookish Life print by Lemony Snicket, and A Literary Map of California. 
cabookstoreday.com/2014-items 

This year, the CBD and IBD (Independent Bookstore Day) celebrations are on Saturday, May 2, 2015. 
Over 400 bookstores will be joining in with 16 exclusive books and art pieces offered that day. Items will 
include a Books About Books Box Set, a Funny Ha Ha Joke Book for Kids, A Literary Map of the Seas, and 
several limited-edition original prints. cabookstoreday.com/for-bookstores 

Is your favorite indie bookstore participating? For more information, visit cabookstoreday.com and 
indiebookstoreday.com. To find your nearest participating bookstore, visit indiemap.bookweb.org. 

Be sure to “Like” CBD and BD on Facebook (facebook.com/californiabookstoreday and 
facebook.com/BookstoreDay) and “Follow” on Twitter (twitter.com/bookstoreday). 

Spread the word to promote books, reading and literacy. Then join the party by visiting your participating 
indie bookstore on CBD!  

___ 
  
Margie Yee Webb is Vice President of the California Writers Club and also serves as President of the 

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch, and a recipient of the Jack London Award for outstanding 
service. She is the author/photographer of Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: Insight and Inspiration for a 
Wonderful Life and co-creator of Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On Cats (Publishing Syndicate). She is one of 
several producers of FEMME: Women Healing the World, an inspiring documentary with director 
Emmanuel Itier and executive producer Sharon Stone. Margie is also a member of Cat Writers’ Association, 
Women’s National Book Association–San Francisco Chapter, Northern California Publishers & Authors and 
Bay Area Independent Publishers 
Association. 
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I was recently notified that I won the grand prize in a contest sponsored by the San 
Francisco Writers Conference. I submitted the prologue of my book, Gift of the Tiger. 
Not only did I win some money, there's also a conference with agent Gordon Warnock of 
Fuse Literary. I'm a bit thunderstruck, but amazingly pleased, that the writing wonks of 
SF thought so highly of my work. Very cool! – Gene McCreary 
 
 

 
Two bits of good news: My essay "The Dress" was published in the Winter/Spring 
issue on creativity of Rain & Thunder, a feminist journal in Boston. In February, I 
found out that my creative nonfiction piece, "Fist," made the short-list in the 
Motherhood Writing Competition sponsored by The Forgotten Writers Foundation and 
Being Feminist Blog, based in Alexandria, Egypt. Writers from 25 countries submitted 
work. The winning pieces will be published in an anthology. – Michelle Wing 
 

 
 
My short story, "The Wrong Address," published in Redwood Writers anthology, Water, will be scripted and 
performed by the Off The Page Theater on April 24, 25, 26 at the 6th Street Playhouse in Santa Rosa. 
Information can be found at their Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/pages/Off-the-Page-Readers-
Theater/260775020763834. – Susan Littlefield 

 
 
Patricia V. Davis will be speaking and reading from her non-fiction narratives, “The Diva 
Doctrine” and “Harlot's Sauce,” at Estrella Mountain College in Arizona for Women's 
History Month. In particular, she will be discussing the topic of why some younger 
women have turned away from feminism. – Patricia V. Davis 
 
 
 

Thonie Hevron was interviewed by Barbara M. Hodges for Mystical-E, a prominent mystery 
e-zine. Here's the link:  bit.ly/mystericale-hevron – Thonie Hevron 
 

 
 
Erika Stewart is a new member to Redwood Writers and is on the Windsor High School 
Speech and Debate team. She wrote a poem "Zero" that she used in competition in the 
Original Prose and Poetry category. In her first tournament, she made the finals. In her 
second tournament, she was named as an alternate to the California State Tournament. 
Two tournaments, two trophies. That is a prize-winning poem! – Linda McCabe

The Redwood Writer   10 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Off-the-Page-Readers-Theater/260775020763834
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Off-the-Page-Readers-Theater/260775020763834
http://www.mystericale.com/index.php?issue=current_issue&body=file&file=hevron.html
http://bit.ly/mystericale-hevron


 
Out in Point Reyes, where my book, Point Reyes Sheriff's Calls (a collection of short 
stories), sells well, a fifth grade boy had his parents buy it for him, and he read it all night. 
That's a great kid. Some more great news—my story, Independence Day, was accepted for 
the next edition of Meat for Tea - The Valley Review, a literary magazine based in 
Western Massachusetts. – Susanna Solomon 
 
 

 
Nathaniel Robert (Bob) Winters presents his new book, Past the Future. Astronaut David 
O’Brien is blasted into space in 2025 to look for minerals on Titan. But when a fuel leak 
puts him in jeopardy, he is frozen and placed into an induced coma. Dave wakes in 2125 
hearing an advertisement for a baby factory. A doctor tells him, “We have the technology to 
save you. Then we need you to save the world.” Dave’s adventure is just beginning . . .  
– Bob Winters 
  
 

My publisher offered me a contract for my second novel, The Hunt for the Lost Word! 
Thanks to everyone in the club for your help and support. Learn more at 
marianlindner.com/Fiction.html. – Marian Lindner 
 
 

Redwood Writers Member News from Sebastopol 
by Nina Tepedino 

 
Poets and Memoir writers abound in West Sonoma County. Our participation is most visible at 

many local venues.  
Steve Boga's weekly Friday afternoon “How to Write Your Life Stories: Memoirs that People 

Want to Read,”  a free two and a half hour session sponsored by the SRJC held at the Luther Burbank 
Farm yellow cottage in Sebastopol on Bodega Ave., where we read our prose pieces and listen to 
instant critiques from the circle.  

Open Mics at the Sebastopol Senior Center occur every second Thursday, 1 to 3 p.m., and feature 
poetry readings at Coffee Catz, which are announced through flyers and posters.  

On Sunday afternoon, March 8, the 17th Annual My Favorite Poem event was held at the Center 
of the Arts, with forty readers and Larry Robinson as MC. It was poetry at its most powerful with 
tears, laughter, applause, awed silence and a gathering of local writers and community residents. 
Both RW members, Lilith Rogers and Nina Tepedino performed their favorite poems: “Choose 
Something Like a Star,” by Robert Frost (Nina) and “The Earth is My Mother,” by Janine Canan 
(Lilith). 
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Seeking readers for travel memoir draft 
 

  
  
I'm nearly finished with the draft of our next 
memoir and am seeking reader feedback. 
 
Working title: Cruising the Mediterranean 
Word count: About 45,000 
  
If you're up for sharing feedback with me, please 
email: sunnylockwoodwrites@gmail.com  
Send me your phone number and a time to call 
and we'll connect and decide when and how to 
get you the draft. 

 

Redwood Writers Play Festival  
and “Fun” Raiser 

 

  
 
Don’t miss this special evening with 100 of 
your Redwood Writer friends at 6th Street 
Playhouse in Santa Rosa! The May 21st 
performance has been designated Redwood 
Writers “Fun” Raiser!  
  
Your $20 ticket includes the opening night 
party with yummy food AND the 
performance.  Sales are going fast. Seats are 
limited, so act early!   
 
A huge thanks to our wonder team:  
Mary DeShazo, Sandy Baker, Amanda 
McTigue, Malena Eljumaily, Jeanne Jusaitis, 
Belinda Riehl, Al King, Jennie Orvino, 
Elspeth Benton, Briahn Kelly-Brennan, Susan 
Gunter, Joelle Burnette and Linda Reid. 
 
See flyer at end of newsletter for how to 
buy tickets and other details. 
 
Questions? Email – LindaLReid100@gmail.com 

 

Photo: The winning playwrights of Redwood Writers Play Contest. Left to right is Natasha Yim, Gil 
Mansergh, Malena Eljumaily, Lynn Millar and Maureen Studer. Not shown are winners Scott 
Lummer and Seth Freeman. See their plays performed on May 21! 
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Nina Tepedino and Waights Taylor, Jr. 
The MCs will be Dmitri Morningstar & Abby Bogomolny 

 
Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Date:  Saturday, April 25th  
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden, 1899 
Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 
 

Monday, April 13 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
A special night of poetry with the authors of World of 
Change. Contributing poets include David Beckham, 
Vilma Ginzberg, Kathering Hastings, Elizabeth Herron, 
Kirk Lumpkin, David Madgalene, Juanita Martin, Jim 
Miller, Gwynn O’Gara, Mike Tuggle, Bill Vartnaw and 
Gor Yaswen.  
  
For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through 
our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with many major 
merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 
Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip 
program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 
are signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in 
the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be 
automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. 
The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a 
registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1% to 16% of 
your order from 1,000 name brand merchants with no additional 
cost to you.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button 
on the left side of the page and follow the instructions! 

RedwoodWriters.org 
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and related to writing. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political ads, religious ads, or any other ads that are not writing-
related.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

Dear Redwood Writers, 
In 1996, the Academy of American Poets 

dubbed April as National Poetry Month.  All 
around the nation, the literary celebration is being 
acknowledged by schools, libraries, booksellers 
and, of course, poets.  

How can you take part?  Write one poem this 
month, or write one for every day. Focus on a 
small part of your own world, giving readers a 
magnified look at something they may never have 
noticed before. If you’re really bold, bring your 
poem to one of our open mics this next month and 
read it to an audience. You can also join in on a 
few projects with poets all over the world at 
Poets.org. 

Another way to celebrate is to read a poem a 
day. Choose poems by some of the poet greats, 
like Emily Dickinson or e.e. cummings. Pick up a 
poem by Billy Collins for something on the more 
ironic side. Or, my favorite, read poetry by one of 
our talented poets right here in Redwood Writers.  

Finally, be sure to read our Poetry Corner this 
month, starting with Juanita Martin’s article, 
“Poetry and Prose Writers,” on page 5.  

On a different note, I put a callout to all of you 
for more submissions to the newsletter. As you 
have probably noticed, this month’s newsletter 
was filled with so many great things to read and 
learn from! Thank you, everyone, for your 
contributions! 

Last, I want to put a spotlight on the 
collaborative essay on page 4, orchestrated by our 
fellow member, Kay Mehl Miller. The irony of the 
writing was to talk about being alone. But with a 
community like this, are we ever truly alone? 
Judging by the beauty that lies in that piece from 
so many poetic voices, I say not. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Anything after this date will be 
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do 
not have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details and a text copy about your writing class or 
event.  
Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 
the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  
Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 
membership meeting. All members welcome.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 
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