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April 10, 2016 
A Lesson from the Grammar 
Diva: New Rules for Writers 

 

 
 

With Arlene Miller 

At the next Redwood Writers general meeting, 
join Arlene Miller for a discussion about the 
various approaches to grammar (descriptivism 
versus prescriptivism), and about some of the 
“rules” that are in flux. When can you break 
the rules? Which rules can you break? Arlene will 
lead a discussion on formal writing, dialogue, 
narration, and more. 

Known as “The Grammar Diva,” Arlene 
Miller is the author of six grammar books and a 
novel. Her first grammar book, The Best 
Little Grammar Book Ever, has sold thousands of 
copies and is being used by schools and colleges. 
Her newest book, Fifty Shades of Grammar, is 
a compilation of 50 of her best blog posts. 

In addition to her writing, Arlene is a copy 
editor for both fiction and nonfiction and offers 
grammar and business-writing presentations and 
workshops. Recently, she retired after 11 years of 
teaching English in Petaluma public schools. She 
has been a featured speaker at the Sonoma 
County Book Festival, Bay Area Independent 
Publishing Association (BAIPA), Sonoma 
County Library, Romance Writers of America, 
Society of Technical Communications, College of 
Marin, Copperfield’s Books, and several 
community groups. She holds degrees in print 
media, English, humanities, and California 
teaching and school administration credentials. 
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, April 10 
Time:   2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register 
  & mingle with other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $10/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood Writers 
events and happenings, contest deadlines and 
more? Check out our calendar at 

redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

April Events 
 
Apr. 10:  General Meeting 
Apr. 16:  Redwood Writers Salon 
Apr. 18:  Conference Registration Deadline 
Apr. 23:  Redwood Writers Conference 
Apr. 26:  RW Fiction Book Club 

  
 

       
      

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/calendar/
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

JOELLE BURNETTE 

    
 

By Roger Lubeck 
 
Every club has unsung heroes, people who keep the 

machine going with little fanfare. Joelle Burnette is one 
such person. Joelle describes herself as careful, 
reflective, questioning and skeptical—characteristics 
well-suited for a career as a news reporter or someone 
whose creative endeavors continue evolving.  

As a Redwood Writers board member, Joelle can be 
quiet and reticent. Yet when she speaks, she is 
thoughtful and informed. By her own admission, she is 
a shy person whose writer's voice reveals a 
dichotomous character. "I become brave, 
unconstrained, and nearly an exhibitionist when I 
write," she explained.  

She credits Jack London's masterful descriptions as 
one of her earliest influences and the reason she 
became a writer. Her passion for writing was rounded 
out by Dickens' complexity, Steinbeck's conscience, 
and Hemingway's intensity; and don’t forget the altered 
reality of Dean Koontz. She favors reading and writing 
stories that are dark and twisted—Kafkaesque. 

Joelle joined Redwood Writers in 2012 and wishes 
she had known about the club earlier. In 2014, she 
became the club’s website editor, meaning she makes 
sure hundreds of pieces of information, stories, 
graphics, and photographs are formatted, coded, edited, 
added, and updated on the site every month. In her day 
job, Joelle is a freelance web content producer for 
KRON 4 News. 

After graduating from UC Santa Barbara, Capitol 
Hill beckoned Joelle. She became a legislative assistant 
and environmental legislation coordinator for a 
California congressman, on whose behalf she wrote an 
amendment to the Clean Air Act. Later, she  
managed regional media relations on a presidential 
 

campaign before she worked a few years in the KPIX 
news department. She went on to earn a master's in 
journalism from Stanford University. Joelle has been 
an award-winning writer and reporter for various 
newspapers and news departments. Additionally, Joelle 
is an author, artist, outdoor enthusiast, and cancer 
previvor (a survivor with a predisposition for cancer 
but who hasn’t had the disease). 

Joelle’s first book, Cancer Time Bomb: How the 
BRCA Gene Stole My Tits and Eggs, is a non-fiction 
memoir about her decision to remove cancer’s 
potential threat from her healthy body based on her 
family’s history with aggressive cancers. Concurrently, 
her sister battled her second breast cancer. Sara Strand, 
a book reviewer, describes Joelle’s book as “hilarious, 
sad, terrifying, and completely informative.” 

Cancer Time Bomb was followed by two children’s 
books Joelle wrote and illustrated. Freedom Doesn't 
Just Come Along with a Tree is the story of the only 
Jewish boy in his classroom during the holidays, and 
teaches tolerance and diversity. Next, Magic Peas and 
Two Front Teeth encourages children to eat healthy 
snacks. Currently, she is creating Zentangle designs for 
her series of adult coloring books. 

For Joelle, writing is something she must do. Like 
many in her family, she is compelled to create art in 
some form. Beyond writing, Joelle enjoys crafts and 
has award-winning paintings and photographs. Soon, 
she plans to return to woodworking and welding. 
Joelle’s grandfather, Abe Beckman, was a sculptor, 
and her mother, Arlene Linder, is a recognized Bay 
Area fine artist whose paintings appear in galleries and 
museums. Joelle's sister Michelle is a multimedia artist 
whose special effects makeup appears in blockbuster 
films. Joelle’s son transforms his unique drawings into 
award-winning animated shorts. See the family’s four 
generations of art at 4GenerationArtists.com. 

Flying is another common thread. Her father and 
grandfather were pilots, and her husband Mark—a 
television news director—sidelines as a flight 
instructor and commercial drone operator. With some 
encouragement, Joelle might tell you how it is her 
grandfather’s 1932 pilot's license received aviation 
pioneer Orville Wright's approval, or what it was like 
to land her first airplane at age twelve. 

The next time you see Joelle at a meeting, you 
might ask her about flying, her favorite camping 
destinations, or the stress-reducing benefits of 
Zentangle designs. Or, you might just ask, “What’s 
next?” Joelle’s writing and art can be seen on 
JoelleBurnette.net and 4GenerationArtists.com. 

http://www.4generationartists.com/
http://joelleburnette.net/
http://www.4generationartists.com/


The Redwood Writer   4 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POETRY PLACE 
 

The Light 
— Jayro Dyer 
 
blow off your candle and see your light 
you’ve been in the sun too long 
cats mew, dogs bark 
caterpillars metamorphose  
you’re too comfortable to hum 
 
when the moon looks glum  
planets turn and galaxies have fun 
loose  weaves, gather to whole 
time to listen to your soul. 
 

April is National Poetry Month, 30 days dedicated to the wonderful world of poetry. To celebrate, 
please enjoy this expanded section of poetry in our newsletter. We hope this inspires you to try your 
own hand at poetry this month…and every month! 

Watching My Mother Put on 
Her Two Coats 
 — Laurie Jacovitz                           
 
 
Watching my mother take out her 
 hearing aid 
Giving her ears a rest 
She sighs 
Cherish the gift of hearing. 
 
Pine caskets  
Embalming 
Burial 
I hear the words. 
Breathe in the pain.  
 
Breathe out impatience 
Breathe in joy 
Breathe out anger 
Breathe in forgiveness 
Breathe out harshness 
Breathe in love. 
 
Watching my mother write 
Her hand glides across the page 
Her creativity strong, alive. 
Beautiful words. 
 
Watching my mother put on her two 
 coats 
I am impatient 
Wanting to move quickly 
Breathe. Stay in the present. 
Bright fuchsia, pale blue, full paisley 
 scarf with tassels 
 
She cannot live forever. 
Her love is with me always. 
 

A Bittern Wades in Lonely Water 
— Juanita J. Martin 
 
Foggy blanket hovers piney timbers 
The brave who cavort with darkness 
A mind judges himself along the waters’ edge 
Against dilapidated death 
Against the briny stench  
Of a burg 
 
A shale-colored moon spotlights 
A bittern at one end 
The lonely end, 
Where the wine of antipathy 
Pours into a tall glass 
 
Ripples of water are soothing  
A mind massages the longing  
Finds solace there 
A break in the mundane silence of living 
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Sunrise Red Ride 
— Nina Tepedino 
 
Soft black striated brush strokes 
like fragmented fingers 
of large hands 
The remains of dawn 
becoming rich, vibrant pink streaks 
with red-black beginnings, 
A prelude to the rising sun 
orb over the east ridge. 
A shaft of light covers the estuary waters. 
Skyline high rises all in golden glow. 
A light of dazzling danger to the naked eye, 
The Golden Gate Bridge steel 
turns a crimson gray 
over the Pacific incoming tide, 
projecting a stellar beam 
for my journey ahead.   
 
(On the bus to SFO, Valentine’s Day, 2016) 
 

A Writer’s Land of Nod 
— Mona Fillman 
 
From breakfast on, all through the week 
At home among my thoughts I peek 
And every night I twist and turn 
My creative efforts in a churn 
All by myself I have to write 
With none to tell me when it’s blight 
All alone, I weep and wail  
Ascending the mountainous artist’s trail 
The strangest things are there to knit 
Both guileless charm and ferocious wit 
And many frightening doubts prevail 
Until the dawn ignites a tale 
Try as I may to be “Top Ten” 
I’m not a King, Brown or Austin 
Nor Ford nor Grisham, plain and clear 
But….hopeful…someday… 
I’ll be a peer! 
 
(Ode to Robert Louis Stevenson) 
 

Bridges 
— Teresa Henry 
 
eight years old, 
I won a way to part of him. 
But he is not mine. 
He is a life, graced, 
that graced me 
as I touched his spirit. 
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Poetry Place is a regular feature in 
the newsletter. Each month a poem 
or two will be selected to be 
printed in the newsletter. Poems 
will be chosen based on the space 
available. Send one poem per 
person. Use 12 point Times New 
Roman font. Shorter poems work 
best. Send poems as a Word 
document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
**Note: Poems need to be sent by 
the 10th of the month to be 
included in the following month’s 
issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

Porch Swing 
—Marilyn Campbell    
 
the porch swing 
still swings 
though you are gone, 
its chains clang 
a mournful song 
 
in winter  
the swing 
is empty, alone, 
air whistles through slats 
hard as stone 
 
in summer 
the swing,  
always in motion, 
was often the scene 
of playful commotion 
 
kids raced for the swing  
landing with a  plop 
pushed off with toes 
dragged heels to stop 
 
at night we rocked  
put our worries to rest 
you whispered in my ear,  
I leaned on your chest. 
 
we’re gone now, 
separate and carefree 
who knew we’d all scatter  
like leaves on a tree? 
 
memories linger 
when a family were we 
carefree and happy   
unable to see 
the day we’d scatter 
like leaves on a tree.  
 
the porch swing 
still swings… 
 
 
 

The Elderly Garden 
—Catharine Bramkamp 
 
The work is never done   
for when it is complete  
finished   
the leading indicator  
we are close to death 
  
or already dead  
 
because there is always the  bird feeder 
to fill  
weeds to attack with relish  
pulling them up by their deep roots 
making up a new song about it. 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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THE GRAMMAR BOUTIQUE 

By Robbi Bryant 
 
Hey Grammar Pals, 
It’s commonly known that a sentence ends in one of three different 

terminal points: a period, a question mark, or an exclamation point. 
However, what do you do in specific situations that aren’t quite so clear? 
For instance, what happens if a question mark and an exclamation point 
both appear at the end of a sentence? The Chicago Manual of style now 
allows for both punctuation marks to appear. Here’s how this looks: 

 
If the sentence ends in an abbreviation:  
Please meet us at 10:00 a.m. 
Are we meeting at 10:00 a.m.? 
She told us to be there at 10:00 a.m.! 
 
If the name or title of work ends with a question mark: 
She appeared in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
Who’s the lead in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
I can’t stand Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?! 
 
If the quotation ends with a question mark: 
She kept asking, “Why me?” 
Did you just ask, “Why me?” 
“Stop asking, “Why me?”!” 
 
If the sentence ends with parentheses: 
She worked as an executive (at Ford) and in the tech sector (at Yahoo!). 
Can you believe how much money he’s made from the Where’s Wally? series of books (published in the 

U.S. as Where’s Waldo?)? 
 
Intrigued? Learn more from this awesome chart at: 

www.thepunctuationguide.com/terminal-points.html 

Elections for Redwood Writers 2016-2017 
officers are coming up in June. We will be 
electing a president, three vice presidents, a 
secretary, and a treasurer. In preparation for 
that event, a nominating committee has been 
appointed to recruit a slate of officers. 
Members of the nominating committee are: 
Malena Eljumaily, David Ramirez, and Jeane 
Slone. All of them have served on the board 
and understand what it takes to be an officer in 
this outstanding organization. (If you get a call 
to serve, please think about saying “Yes!”) 

 

What I’m Reading 

With just the title of this poignant novel, The 
Coming of Charlotta, the idea of mystery 
began to form in this reader’s head. Then the 
characters on the remote island in Maine 
pulled me into their story. I loved the 
emotional puzzle. This became an intriguing 
story that I could not put down. The characters 
had their emotions and problems, yet the story 
arrived at a fulfilling conclusion. Author H.B. 
Reid (our Harry!) delivers, especially during 
and after the hurricane which traps them all on 
the island. — Robin Moore 

 

http://www.thepunctuationguide.com/terminal-points.html
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I published my very short comedic novel, Littlefoot Part One, on Kindle. Littlefoot is a 
Cinderella who doesn't want to go to the ball. You can find it at 
mlmillard.wordpress.com/books. Hope you check it out! — M.L. Millard (Marie) 

 
 
 
 
 
I'm excited and honored to announce that my publisher picked up my third novel, The 
Witch Lineage! The release date is set for Feb. 23, 2017. Thank you everyone who 
helped make this possible! Learn more at www.marianlindner.com. — Marian 
Lindner 
 
 
 

 
My picture book, Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas was nominated for the 
2017 Illinois Monarch Reader’s Choice Awards. Over the course of the 
following year, kids all over Illinois will read the books on the Master List of 
20 selected books and vote for their favorite in February/March 2017. Last 
year, 170,000 kids voted! — Natasha Yim 

Happenings at “Take the Mic” 
  

 
 
“Take the Mic” drew a fun and talented group of 
writers at the Central Library in March. The expansive 
and engaging range of poetry and fiction presented is 
always impressive!  One of the features of our next 
event in May is that we will have poets read from the 
soon-to-be released Redwood Writer's poetry 
anthology, Stolen Light, edited by Fran Claggett.  
 

Lucky Penny Productions announces its 
first annual “Lucky Shorts” original 
short story festival.  10-minute 
submissions that relate to the theme of 
change and/or growth are now being 
accepted. Writers must reside in Napa, 
Sonoma, or Solano counties. Entries 
must be postmarked by April 15, 2016. 
For all submission guidelines and where 
to submit, visit luckypennynapa.com. 

 

https://mlmillard.wordpress.com/books/
http://www.marianlindner.com/
http://www.luckypennynapa.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=141&Itemid=148
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REDWOOD WRITERS 
SALON IN APRIL 

 
“Spring into the Salon!” 

 
Saturday, April 16 
1-4 p.m., in Cotati 

 
All members are welcome! 

Bring your stories and poems to share. 
Readings are up to five minutes. 

 
RSVP:  Registration, readings, directions, and  
arrangements for our convivial potluck lunch. 
 
Contact Sher Gamard at gmard@redshift.com. 
 
 
 

REDWOOD WRITERS BOOK CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Intent to Hold, by Thonie Hevron, will appear as the May 31st feature. In this contemporary thriller, 
Sonoma County Sheriffs' Detectives Nick Reyes and Meredith Ryan travel to Mexico to rescue his 
kidnapped brother-in-law. Along the way, they battle corrupt cops, natural disasters, and even family 
to save his wife's brother. This book is a fast-paced read that will have you on the edge of your seat. 
  
Concluding the program on June 28th is Hardpan, by Marilyn Lanier. Set in Clark, Wyoming in the 
mid-1950s, Hardpan tells the story of a young ranch family caught in the vagaries of the changing 
American West after World War II. After returning from the war to manage the family ranch in eastern 
Oregon, Kurt Glover confronts familial challenges to his new role. His decision to relocate his family 
to a remote cattle ranch in Wyoming introduces risks to his young family that he never imagined.  
 

Held at the Copperfield's Montgomery Village venue (775 Village Court, 
Santa Rosa) on the last Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on April 
26th, the Copperfield's/Redwood Writers Book Club will feature The 
Marvelous Journals of Miss Virginia Pettingill, by Gil Mansergh. The 
story is set in the fishing town of Gloucester, Massachusetts during the 
1921-1922 school year, sharing the private writings of a precocious 
seventh grader who has the gift of second sight—an ability she must keep 
secret from almost everyone. Encouraged by her parents, she writes about 
her life, her town, her times, and the things she "sees." 

 

mailto:gmard@redshift.com
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Juanita J. Martin & Mary Lynn Archibald 
The MC will be Robin Moore 

 
Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
 
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
 
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

If you're in the market for a critique group, I act as a clearinghouse (volunteer) for those looking to 
form one, or add members. Just e-mail me with your genre. I send out a new list, and you can respond to 
all or select a few for discussion about approach, time, and location. People meet in homes or cafes, or 
come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms.  

Side note: I have years of experience with writing groups and highly recommend them! They provide 
deadlines and hopefully give feedback on things like word repetition, grammar, public reading style, 
plot, and other nuances. It makes a vast difference to share our work along the way. I recommend 
reading aloud, too!  

If interested, contact me, Marie Judson-Rosier, at mariejudson@gmail.com and I'll add you to the 
list. You can request to be removed at any time. 

 

 

 

Date:  Saturday, May 28 
Time: 2-4 p.m. 
Place: Gaia’s Garden,  
1899 Mendocino Ave.,  
Santa Rosa 

DINE WITH LOCAL AUTHORS 
 

Five authors will read from their books,  
followed by a Q & A. 

Monday, April 11 from 6-8 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden 

1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 
For reservations: info@jeaneslone.com or 544-2491. 

Minimum $5.00 food purchase. 
 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
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Author Support Group 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 
to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 
appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare 
and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-
French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah 
prefers you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 
 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their 
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and 
selected restaurants. 

There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the 
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic. 

How to sign up? Read on... 
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% 

of your purchases at places like Amazon, Expedia, Target, Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Petco, Petsmart, and over 800 other merchants, 
including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be a registered eScrip shopper. 

• Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
• Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.” 

It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers!  
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com  
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 

 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:pdfender@yahoo.com


The Redwood Writer   12 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

On Saturday, April 23, Redwood Writers is 
holding its “Pen to Published” Conference at the 
Flamingo Resort and Spa in Santa Rosa.  If you 
are new to Redwood Writers, here are 5 things 
about the conference you may not be aware of.  

1. The conference is held every two years. That 
means there will not be a conference in 2017. That 
also means that if you are considering not going to 
the conference this year, you won’t be able to 
attend another Redwood Writers conference until 
2018. That’s a really long time to wait! 

2. There are many seminar options. While 
some subjects might not be something you’re 
interested in, there are bound to be a few that 
could help you in your writing career. However, 
space is filling up in each seminar. The window of 
opportunity is closing the longer you wait to sign 
up.  

3. Part of your ticket includes breakfast snacks 
and a delicious lunch, and can accommodate 
special dietary needs. So if you have an allergy to 
gluten or you don’t eat meat, you can rest assured 
that there will still be something for you to eat at 
the conference—you just need to mark that on 
your submission when you get to the lunch request 
section.  

4. Our conference is not only a chance to learn 
something new through the exciting seminars, it’s 
also a great time to meet other writers and learn 
more through their journey. By going to the 
conference, you have the chance to network with 
other writers, make a few new friends, and even 
trade writing services.  

5. I will be there at the conference, along with 
my trusty camera to capture moments throughout 
the day for the club. If you would like to be 
included in photos from the event, make sure you 
find me! 

Tickets for the conference are now $155 for 
members and $185 for non-members. The 
deadline to register is April 18. But if you want to 
make sure you get into your favorite sessions, 
don’t wait until the last day—sign up today! 

Go to redwoodwriters.org/pen-to-published-
2016 for all conference information and to sign 
up. I hope I’ll see you there! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Hotel, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Henry 

 

http://redwoodwriters.org/pen-to-published-2016/
http://redwoodwriters.org/pen-to-published-2016/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


April 10th Monthly Meeting

Founded 1909
®

Redwood Writers  Presents:   Arlene Miller

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, April 10th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club 4/10/16 Meeting www.redwoodwriters.org FLYER DESIGN BY APRIL GREEN

A Lesson from 
The Grammar Diva
New Rules for Writers
Join us for a discussion about the various approaches to 
grammar (descriptivism versus prescriptivism), and talk 
about some of the “rules” that are in flux. Then, Arlene 
will talk about how writing a book proposal, a creative 
nonfiction book, a novel, and a nonfiction book have 
different grammar requirements. When can you break the 
rules? Which rules can you break? We will discuss formal 
writing, dialogue, narration, and more.

About Arlene Miller
Arlene Miller, also known as The Grammar Diva, is the author of six 
grammar books and a novel. Her first grammar book, The Best Little 
Grammar Book Ever, has sold thousands of copies and is being used by 
schools and colleges. Her newest book, Fifty Shades of Grammar, is a 
compilation of 50 of her best blog posts. The purpose of Arlene’s books is 
to clear up common grammar issues. In addition to writing books and her 
weekly blog post, she is a copyeditor for both fiction and nonfiction and 
offers grammar and business-writing presentations and workshops. She 
recently retired from eleven years of teaching 
English in the public schools in Petaluma. 
Arlene has been a featured speaker at the 
Sonoma County (CA) Book Festival, Bay Area 
Independent Publishing Association (BAIPA), 
Sonoma County Library, Romance Writers of 
America, Society of Technical Communications, 
College of Marin, Copperfield’s book store, and 
several community groups. She holds degrees in 
print media, English, humanities, and California 
teaching and school administration credentials.





Redwood Writers at Copperf eld’s
 Fiction Writers Book Club

A Novel

Linda Loveland Reid

Redwood Writers and Copperfeld’s Bookstore have cooked up six literary treats for you to enjoy over the coming months. The 
authors, titles of books and event dates are listed below. Join in the fun! Each book club discussion will be interesting and informative 
for both those who have read the book and those who just want to listen and learn about writing. Please join us at Copperfeld’s 
Bookstore in Montgomery Village from 6:00-7:00 PM on the following dates. Let’s support our Redwood Writer authors.

This is a FREE event. No reservations needed. Come help make a crowd!  775 Village Court, Santa Rosa (next to Ross)

                             MARIAN LINDNER                               MARILYN CAMPBELL                               LINDA LOVELAND REID

                San Francisco              Trains to Concordia               Something in Stone
JAN. 26

MAY 31

MAR. 29

JUNE 29APR. 26

FEB. 23

                               GILBERT MANSERGH                               THONIE HEVRON                                 MARILYN SKINNER LANIER

      The Marvelous Journals                Intent to Hold                           Hardpan
      of Miss Virginia Pettingill

FLYER DESIGN BY APRIL GREEN

RW Fiction Writers Book Club Co-Chairs:
Thonie Hevron and Billie Payton-Settles
badgec65@gmail.com
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All that’s missing is you...
Bring your stories and poems to share. Readings are 
for up to five minutes. All members are welcome! 
Attend the Redwood Salon, our Redwood Writers 
hosted literary salon which is held every other month. 
Meet members and other writers in a social setting.

The Redwood Salon offers a relaxed, supportive 
atmosphere to practice for your book signings, hear 
other writers read from their work, connect with your 
creative community of writing friends, and enjoy a 
potluck lunch.  It’s fun and free!

Flyer Design by Michelle Wing

February
Sunday, Feb. 21, 3 - 6 pm     

Sebastopol, Host: Skye Blaine   

April
Saturday, Apr. 16, 1 - 4 pm

Cotati, Host: Deborah Taylor-French

June
Saturday, June 18,  3 - 6 pm

Rohnert Park, Hosts: Pamela & Jack Fender

August
Wednesday, Aug. 17, 6:30 - 9:30 pm

Rohnert Park, Host: Jan Ogren

October
Saturday, Oct. 15, 3 - 6 pm

Santa Rosa, Host: Susan Gunter

December
Friday, Dec. 16, 6:30-9:30 pm

Santa Rosa, Host: Sandy Baker

Our 2016 Schedule:

All members are welcome. To attend, sign 
up for a reading and get directions to the 
next salon, email salon host, Sher Gamard 
at gmard@redshift.com. 
See www.redwoodwriters.org/events/salon 
for updated information.Founded 1909

®



Take the Mic

Redwood Writers member Jean Wong emcees this every-other-month literary 
delight of Sonoma County authors. This month poets will read from Redwood 
Writer’s 2016 poetry anthology, Stolen Light, edited by Fran Claggett. Other read-
ers are also welcome to share any five minute work they like. The event is open 
both to Redwood Writers members and the general public. Refreshments are 
served. Sign up and include a 50 word bio at rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org. 

www.RedwoodWriters.org Flyer Design by Paul Greenberg

Saturday 
May 7, 2016

10:15 A.M. - 12:15

Santa Rosa Central Library
Board Room

211 E Street, Santa Rosa
(707) 545-0831

Redwood Writers Open Mic at the Library



Whether it’s making sure the Eiffel Tower Restaurant was 
actually open on that October night in 1972 when the lovers 
in your short story first arrive in Paris, or being able to describe 
how the doctor took the bullet from the villan’s shoulder, 
getting the facts straight is crucial to making fiction authentic 
and believable. Research can be a powerful tool for sparking 
ideas while writing. Novelist Jean Hegland will discuss how 
writers can use research to help shape plots, understand 
characters, and create vivid settings for their work. She will 
also share tips on why, when, and how to conduct research for 
fiction.

About Jean Hegland
Jean Hegland is the author of the novels Into the Forest, Windfalls, 
and Still Time and a nonfiction work, The Life Within: Celebration of 
Pregnancy.  Into the Forest has been translated into twelve 
languages and is a frequent choice for campus and community-
wide reading programs. A film 
version starring Ellen Page and 
Evan Rachel Wood is scheduled 
for release in 2016.  Jean is a 
frequent presenter at writers’ 
conferences and has taught 
creative writing for many years, 
both in California and abroad. She 
lives in the Northern Californian 
woods where she is always at 
work on another book.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club 5/15/16 Meeting   redwoodwriters.org
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May 15th Monthly Meeting

 FLYER DESIGN BY APRIL GREEN

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, May 15th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org

Redwood Writers Presents: Jean Hegland

How Research Can Help You 
Get the Facts Straight and

 Prime Your Imagination


	Redwood Writer Newsletter April 2016
	Apr_2016_Mtg_flyer_draft2
	WritersConference2016_draft4
	FictionBookClub2016_Announcement_DATE-CHANGE
	Salon_2016_Flyer-draft2
	Poetry Anthology
	May_2016_Speaker_flyer_Draft_3

