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August 14, 2016 

A Writer’s Harvest: 
Surviving in Today’s World of 

Publishing 
 

 
 

With Michele Anna Jordan 

 
How must a writer reinvent herself to survive 

in today’s world? Michele Anna Jordan’s 
professional work as a writer about food, wine, 
and farming bridges several worlds, such as pre-
internet and post-internet, pre-culinary and post-
culinary revolution, and pre-digital and post-
digital. In this talk, Jordan will explore how she 
started out, became successful, what “success” 
means to her. She will discuss how things have 
been impacted by the ubiquity of blogs, podcasts, 
digital photography, and the downsizing of 
print publishing. Does expertise matter today? 
Does experience? 

Michele Anna Jordan is an award-winning 
writer and chef. She recently launched 
MicheleAnnaJordan.com, a comprehensive 
website that gathers her passions for writing, 
home cooking, and Sonoma County. The site 
augments her work for The Press Democrat, for 
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, August 14 
Time:   2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register 
  & mingle with other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $10/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

which she currently writes two weekly columns; 
her radio show, “Mouthful,” in its 21st year on 
KRCB-FM; and her books, more than 24 to date. 
Jordan grew up in the North Bay and raised her 
children on a dairy farm in Lakeville, and she has 
studied traditional Hawaiian dance and culture for 
more than a decade. She is currently at work on 
what she has long called her secret project, Echo: 
Autobiography of a Sentence, a nonfiction novel 
(or memoir, if you prefer). It explores one thread 
of her early life—the one that led to her Hawaiian 
studies. Jordan lives in Sebastopol with her two 
long-haired dachshunds, Lark and Joey, and 
three cats, Poe, Rosemary, and Harlequin. 
 
 

http://micheleannajordan.com/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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BOARD BUZZ:  The Consummate Volunteer 

By Belinda Riehl 
 
My free-write in a poetry class became a whine I was too 

embarrassed to share. I lamented having broken a 30-year 
promise to myself never to volunteer again. In a two-week period 
I had accepted the nomination of 3rd Vice President of the 
Redwood Writers, and I had agreed to chair the first-ever 
Redwood Writers Writing Retreat. Why had I committed so much 
time away from my writing for the next year? 

When my two sons were young, I was grateful to be a stay-at-
home mom. I believed volunteer organizations were only as good 
as the time and talents volunteers were willing to invest. I raised 
my hand each time there was a call for help in my children’s 
classrooms. I was secretary and treasurer of the PTA. The Boy 
Scouts needed drivers, a snack coordinator, a shopper for craft 
materials, and a bookkeeper for the den. I raised my hand, again 
and again.  

When my boys first joined Little League, they wondered 
which Major League Baseball uniform their team would wear. 
The next year, they hoped for some new equipment. Our Little League was so poor, the president ordered 
new uniforms with his personal credit card so the uniforms would arrive in time for Opening Day—a 
generous gesture, but not a good economic move for him or the league. He was reimbursed with registration 
fees, but since this league was popular enough to have a wait list, it made no sense to me not to have start-up 
funds each season. I thought I could help.  

I began learning about Little League as a team mother, and helped increase sales of the World’s Finest 
Chocolate candy bars—the same ol’ boring annual fund-raiser. I moved up to helping at the snack bar, but I 
stocked Snickers instead of lemon drops, and bought better chili to scoop into the Fritos bag for gut-busters. 
Sales went up. 

I joined the board. The league’s finances improved but still needed a cushion. I asked the local car dealer 
to sponsor a raffle at the Awards Picnic. The dealer enthusiastically donated a small Toyota pickup that I 
displayed at the field every Saturday to generate ticket sales. At the end of the season, our Little League was 
financially sound, and to the dismay of many league fathers, I was elected President. 

I learned a lot about volunteer organizations, about the people I could count on, and those I could count 
on to criticize. I believed I was making a difference and that my sons were benefiting. But my work took on 
a life of its own as an unpaid job. After serving on the board for five years, two terms as president, I guess 
they ran out of time to present the usual plaque and say thank you at my final awards picnic. I promised 
myself never to volunteer again. 

Thirty years passed as a self-employed bookkeeper before I retired and joined the Redwood Writers—a 
volunteer organization. Vowing to keep a low profile, I quietly agreed to be one of the nearly-anonymous 
copyeditors for the monthly newsletter. I helped the registration team collect fees before the meeting—what 
could it hurt? I was good with money and could speed-
up the check-in line. I greeted people, learned their 
names, and chatted with other writers. In two and a half 
years as a Redwood Writer, I’d helped with numerous 
events, but I hadn’t been in charge of anything. 

I heard the board needed a treasurer. I stayed silent, 

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood 
Writers events and happenings, contest 
deadlines and more? Check out our calendar 
at redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

http://redwoodwriters.org/calendar/
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until I learned that the new Treasurer, Briahn Kelly-Brennan, would be doing manual bookkeeping. I told 
her if the board would buy QuickBooks, I would teach her how to use it. A year later, Briahn designed and 
awarded me the first-ever Pullet Surprise “for exceptional service to the writers of Sonoma County.” I 
couldn’t have been more surprised or delighted. 

I have contributed to the Poetry Place, won the Haiku contest, participated in nearly every Salon, 
completed the first manuscript of my memoir, and have written a short story good enough to be included in 
the upcoming anthology. None of my volunteer activities has gotten in the way of my writing. In fact, 
volunteering has kept me inspired and engaged with other writers. 

My work as the 2017 Retreat Chair began a few weeks ago. I’ve stayed up late, excited about my new 
job, written survey and application questions, thought about room assignments for people who snore, and 
researched and visited venues. I’m inspired. I’m creating. I’m writing…agendas, reports of meetings, and 
summaries of phone calls, and documenting the timeline for the next retreat chair—I suppose that’s non-
fiction. 

I made myself a promise never to volunteer again. But in the words of one of my favorite yoga teachers, 
“Let go of what no longer serves you.” 

 

 
  

Your Bylaw Tip of the Month  
Sandy Baker, President  

 
Did you know that until this month when the board revised Redwood Writers bylaws, it was stated that 

we meet ten months each year, excluding July and August? Wow, that shows how old the Bylaws were! I’ve 
been a member since 2009 and can’t recall not having met during those summer months.  

So, with your voice vote at the August meeting accepting the several proposed changes to our Bylaws, we 
will be officially and legally meeting in July and August!  

This little blurb marks the beginning of “Your Bylaw 
Tip of the Month,” a feature that I hope will help you 
understand the legal policies and obligations by which we 
operate. All the Bylaws and Policies & Procedures are 
posted on our website, www.redwoodwriters.org, upper 
right corner under “About.” 

 
Editor’s Note: See the fully revised Bylaws at the end 

of this newsletter.  
 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://pinterest.com/redwoodwriters.com�
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

JOHN COMPISI    

 

By Inga Aksamit 
 

John Compisi is one of Redwood Writers’ 
newer members, but he came in strong with a 
submission that was accepted into the 2016 
anthology. 

A 30-year military career as a transportation 
officer in the U.S. Army took John to many 
interesting places in the world and contributed to 
an appreciation for travel. He has tapped into a 
love of non-fiction writing in recent years, starting 
with the perfect subject in our area: wine and food. 
Living high on a hill in Cloverdale near valleys 
filled with vineyards has placed him in a special 
position to be able to share his passion about wine 
with others through his writing. Being well-
connected with vintners and growers in the region 
has enabled John to refine his tasting palate and 
share the best of Sonoma and the North Coast with 
his readers. Who would have thought that a 
master’s in national security studies from the 
Naval War College would lead to a successful 
writing career? 

Not content with one subject, John has 
expanded his writing significantly—first into 
travel writing, then into memoir writing. He 
blended the two for the first time in a memoir he 
wrote about finding the history of his Sicilian 
father’s family during a visit to that island. We 
will all get a chance to learn about this fascinating 
piece of history when “Conquering Sicily” is  
 
 

published in the anthology. The theme, “Untold 
Stories from the Deep Part of the Well,” resonated 
with him. When asked what written work he is 
most proud of, he named this piece.  

John has written for Examiner.com, an online 
news site, with a regular wine and food column 
for the past five years. He is also a contributor to 
the Ukiah Daily Journal. His story, “The 
Ahwahnee at Yosemite National Park without the 
Crowds,” was published in the SF Bay Area 
Travel Writers (BATW) book, Travel Features 
and Photos. The book featured the 100th 
Anniversary of the National Park Service.  

When asked what the best part about writing is, 
John expressed a lament that many of us have 
when he said, “I have joy in reliving the 
experience, but frustration in not being able to 
capture the essence in a concise and interesting 
way.” He went on to say, “I think about my 
subject for days before I write anything. Because 
my genre is non-fiction, it is easy to write the facts 
and timelines and experience. The hard part is 
making it interesting for others.” So true, but he 
has done a great job making the subject appealing 
and thought-provoking. 

John took his skills to the private sector in 
Silicon Valley after his military career ended, and 
he has continued to consult with high-tech 
companies in his “spare time” when he’s not wine 
tasting or writing.  

He and his wife, Linda, both grew up in 
Buffalo, New York, but they enjoy the temperate 
climate and foodie culture of Northern California. 
They love spending time with their daughter and 
grandsons, who live in the South Bay, so they are 
firmly rooted here. John is pleased to be part of 
Redwood Writers and looks forward to meeting 
other local writers. 

 

August Events 
 
Aug. 14:  General Meeting 
Aug. 14:  Steampunk Contest Deadline 
Aug. 17:  New Member Orientation 
Aug. 17:  RW Salon 
Aug. 27:  RW Open Mic 

  
 

       

http://examiner.com/
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POETRY PLACE 
 

In Case of a Snowbank 
—Teresa Henry 
  
Our words weave us together 
tendrils in life’s lattice. 
Without a weave,  
one may be at the mercy of another, 
try to use another, 
drop away,  
or dart off promising to return. 
  
Woven 
one may try to reach another 
to find a lost feeling, 
build a missing bridge, 
trace facial tics or shining eyes, 
blend with another to map their location, 
or free one encased in a sudden snowbank. 
   
(Snowbanks North of the House, Robert Bly) 
 
 

Unleash the Kraken 
—Jeanne Jusaitis 
  
Unleash the Kraken 
 Where? 
Into the bracken 
 And then what will he do? 
Try to escape 
Put on a cape 
Go limping off into the dew 
 The Kraken is wise 
Wise? 
 He’ll look in your eyes 
 And then what will I do? 
 Try to escape 
 Put on a cape 
 And run away into the blue 
 

Spirit Name 
—Catharine Bramkamp 
  
My spirit name is not 
Tall-Feather-Rainbow-Mist-Spirit-Rock 
Rather 
She is likely named 
Clinique-Gift-with-Purchase 
Or Urban Decay 
 
My muse is not 
A woman of nature 
Wrapped in wolf skin 
Familiar with bear lockers 
Able to start fires in the cold 
 
No 
My muse looks like my grandmother 
With perfect taste, country club 
Membership and a knack for  
Floral arrangement 
The furs are mink 
A spirit animal in Manhattan 
  
I can hear her approach 
The tap, tap, tap of her high heels 
Coming from a lobby, the theater, dinner 
Passing with her shopping bags 
She brings me something every time 
 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Poetry Place is a regular feature in the 
newsletter. Each month a poem or two will be 
selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems 
will be chosen based on the space available. 
Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times 
New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. 
Send poems as a Word document and email to 
Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: 
Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month 
to be included in the following month’s issue. - 
Juanita Martin  

 

On Trial in Denver 
—Juanita J. Martin 
 
1. Imposing beam roams 
Invisibly violates 
Severs my ego  
decides my fate  
 
2. Led away like a terrorist 
With hands cold and clammy 
patting and groping 
in backroom interrogations 
 
3. Machine’s impulses  
human suspicions  
ignores my dignity 
With no apology 
 
4. After all, who could overlook my girth? 
certainly not governmental intrusion 
a machine’s ruling, 
or society’s conviction 
 

Lattice of Life 
—Belinda Riehl 
  
Lattice work 
Directs our perspective. 
Up is usually positive 
But may be a challenge— 
An uphill climb. 
Down may feel sad, but could be 
Settling or calming—a  place of peace. 
Lines create angles 
Not abruptly up or directly down 
But diagonally left or right—forward or back. 
As the eye follows each line 
The trajectory directs the next phase. 
As in life, all the lines in the lattice 
Crisscross and blend to make the whole. 
 

Zuke Soup 
—Nina Tepedino 
 
Shiny green skinned cylinder, 
spermed from lush golden yellow petals 
Female blossom unfurls. 
Male blossom births the edible shoot 
Shaded under broad tropical leafed stalks. 
Tis not a shy producing squash. 
It dominates with a presence 
So proud and prolific, 
Twisted off the vine, 
Brought into the kitchen 
To be sliced, diced, sautéed 
With olive oil and soy sauce,  
Dipped in egg and seasoned breadcrumbs, 
Creamed into zuke soup 
With red onion and ginger curry spice, 
Concocted to satisfy my hunger, 
A culinary reward for weeks spent 
Intensely watching my zucchini grow. 
Praises for my Italian Grandma Maria,  
Whose earthbound passion taught me to know. 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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At the Redwood Writers General Meeting on July 10, 19 members shared their newly 
published books to a receptive crowd. Congratulations authors! 

 

Redwood Writers members read 
from poetry anthology, Stolen 
Light, at Gaia’s Garden in Santa 
Rosa on Saturday, June 25.  
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Date:  Saturday, Aug. 27 
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden,  
1899 Mendocino Ave.,  
Santa Rosa 

Whether you're a first-time author, or you've 
published with a big publishing house, join 
the discussion about today’s world of book 
promotion and sales at Reader’s Books, 130 
East Napa Street, Sonoma, CA  95476, 
Wednesday, August 3, 2016, 5 – 7 p.m. The 
Book Marketing Mentors, Judy Baker, and 
Judy Reyes will lead the conversation and 
show how to be excellent book marketers. No 
charge to attend and there’s free food.  

 
Space is limited,  
RSVP to:  
Judy Baker  
judy@brandvines.com 
707.938.2586 
 

 
 
Please join me at the Rosie the Riveter 
contest on Aug. 13 at the Richmond 
Marina, starting at 10 a.m.. I will be 
dressed up and ready to be counted for 
the Guinness Book of World Records. 
I also sell my books there. I would 
love to have you join me! Visit 
rosietheriveter.org/rosierally2016 for 
more information, or my website at 
jeaneslone.com. — Jeane Slone 
 

 

Fill My Spirit: Please visit my blog to see the latest 
post in a series about self-care practices: “A 
Hedonist’s Guide to Healthy Eating, Radical Self-
Care Step Nine – Nourishment.” 
 fillmyspirit.wordpress.com  — Molly Kurland 

 

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers: Arletta Dawdy &  
Robbi Sommers Bryant 

The MC will be Abby Bogomolny 
 

Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

mailto:judy@brandvines.com
http://rosietheriveter.org/rosierally2016
http://www.jeaneslone.com/
https://fillmyspirit.wordpress.com/2016/07/01/radical-self-care-step-nine-nourishment/
https://fillmyspirit.wordpress.com/2016/07/01/radical-self-care-step-nine-nourishment/
https://fillmyspirit.wordpress.com/
mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
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REDWOOD WRITERS  
SALON 

 

 
 

“Travel Tales!” 
 

Wednesday, August 17 
6:30 - 9:30 p.m. in Santa Rosa. 

 
All members are welcome! Bring your stories 
and poems to share. Readings are five 
minutes, or less. 
 
RSVP: registration, readings, directions, and 
our convivial potluck dinner. 
Contact: Sher Gamard   gmard@redshift.com 
 
 

 

2016 CWC Lit Review 
 

 
 
Congratulations to the Redwood Writers members 
who were accepted into the 2016 edition of the 
CWC Lit Review. Here’s a list of the authors and 
the title of their pieces that were published: 
 
Eugene McCreary, “The Master,” fiction 
Simoni Carini, “The Blue Backpack,” memoir 
Skye Blaine, “The Business of Shunning,” memoir 
Marilyn Wolters, “No Time for Dreaming,” fiction 
Kathy Ruede, “The Coming,” poetry 
Pamela Heck, “Mid-life Connoisseur,” poetry 
 

Write That Story!!! 
 
Want to write a book? A short story? A memoir? Come join this six-week writing course at the 
Sebastopol Art Center September 12 to October 17. Explore the mechanics of story: plot/structure, 
character/point of view, description, dialogue, setting, and theme. Through lecture and writing 
exercises, you will develop your story toward the goal of completing a first draft! Register today! 
The course is taught by Bridget Burke, who holds a BA and MA in Creative Writing from San 
Francisco State University.  She taught technical writing at San Francisco State University. 
 
Register online:   sebarts.org/index.php/classes, or call (707) 829-4797  
Workshop date:  Sept. 12 - Oct. 17, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Cost:    $200 
Where:   Fireside Room, Sebastopol Center for the Arts, 282 S. High Street, Sebastopol 
 

mailto:gmard@redshift.com
http://sebarts.org/index.php/classes


The Redwood Writer   10 

 

Author Support Group 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 
to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 
appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare 
and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-
French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah 
prefers you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 
 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their 
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and 
selected restaurants. 
There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the 
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic. 
How to sign up? Read on... 
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% of 
your purchases at places like Amazon, Expedia, Target, Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Petco, Petsmart, and over 800 other merchants, 
including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be a registered eScrip shopper. 

• Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
• Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.” 

It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers!  
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com  
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 
 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:pdfender@yahoo.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  

By Crissi Langwell 
 

 
One of the things I love most about Redwood 

Writers is that it offers writers a chance to spread the 
word about our writing on a local level. Too many 
writers focus solely on getting the word out to the 
masses via the Internet, ignoring their own community 
in favor of reaching the world. There’s nothing wrong 
with trying to reach more people. But by ignoring the 
people that live in their town, authors are missing the 
chance to reach the people who could potentially 
become their most loyal readers.  

Just this past month, I took part in Redwood 
Writers’ annual Author Launch. Along with 18 other 
authors, I was able to read from my book, sharing a 
section I thought would connect with the most people. 
Afterwards, I had the opportunity to talk with several 
of these people face to face, sharing more in depth 
about my book. Many of the people I talked with 
bought my book.  

Trying to reach people in a Facebook post or a paid 
ad just doesn’t have the same effect. I might be able to 
get the cover of my book in front of a lot more people, 
but it takes a bunch of convincing before any of those 
people decide to shell out money for my product. The 
reason for this is that I haven’t earned their trust. They 
don’t know if my book is any good to read. They 
aren’t sure they’ll like the material. They don’t care 
about me as a person because they don’t know me.  

However, talking with potential readers face to face 
is much more effective. That trust level goes up when 
they can see you talking. As you read from your book, 
you’re offering them a taste of the words they can read 
once they buy your book. There’s a deeper connection 
with meet and greets, and Redwood Writers offers 
many opportunities for these kinds of events.  

If you have a book that you wish had more readers, 
consider aiming your focus on more localized events 
like the ones with Redwood Writers. Attend the 
Redwood Writers Salon and share your writing with 
other authors so that you can practice reading aloud. 
Take part in the Redwood Writers Open Mic at Gaia’s 
Garden, or the Take the Mic event at the library. Bring 
your books to a Redwood Writers general meeting and 
network with other writers.  

In connecting with a few readers on a more 
personal level, you have the opportunity to reach the 
world.  

Note: I wrote a bit more on this topic in my blog. If 
you’d like to read it, visit crissilangwell.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  
 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Hotel, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:           Teresa Henry 

 

http://crissilangwell.com/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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BYLAWS 
Redwood Branch 

California Writers’ Club 
(revised June 21, 2016) 

 
 
ARTICLE I:  NAME 
 

Section 1:   The name of this organization is (removed “the”) Redwood Branch 
of California Writers Club (CWC), also referred to as Redwood 
Writers. 

 
ARTICLE II:  PURPOSE 
 

Section 1:  The California Writers Club, as specified in the Articles of 
Incorporation filed in the office of the Secretary of State, State of 
California, May 7, 1913, and amended October 20, 1994, and 
March 6, 1995 is organized for the purpose of providing a forum 
for educating both members and the public in the craft of writing 
and in marketing their works.  This is served by the monthly public 
meetings, workshops, and seminars of each of the Branches, 
as well as the biennial conference, which is open to all writers and 
is conducted for the purpose of educating writers of all levels of 
expertise. California Writers Club networks with and is a model 
for other groups and agencies involved in similar pursuits. 

 
Section 2: This organization is organized exclusively for charitable purposes 

within the meaning of Section 501(c)(4)of the Inernal Revenue 



2 

Code. 
 
 
ARTICLE III:  MANAGEMENT 
 

Section 1:   The corporate powers of Redwood branch shall be vested in the 
Board of Directors (Board), which shall consist of these Officers: 
Executive Committee (President, three Vice Presidents, Immediate 
Past President), Secretary, Treasurer, and up to eight Directors. 
The membership of the Board of Directors shall not be less than 
four nor more than fifteen persons. (Added to prevent future 
President from being a board of one.) 

 
(a) The Immediate Past President shall serve in that capacity only 

until such time as the succeeding President resigns or is not re-
elected. (New: to clarify how long the Immediate Past 
President may serve with that title or on the Board.) 

 
Section 2:   The President may, subject to approval by the Board, appoint an 

officer pro-tem or a director pro-tem to fill vacancies on the board.  
Such pro-tem appointments  may expire at the end of the term of 
the appointing President. (The word “may” has been added.) 

 
 
ARTICLE IV:  MEMBERSHIP 
 

Section 1:   Membership in Redwood Branch shall conform to ARTICLE I, 
Section 1 of the bylaws of the California Writers Club, and the 
Policies and Procedures of the CWC Central Board.  Questions of 
membership requirements shall be referred to the CWC Central 
Board. 

 
Section 2:   Each member shall pay dues according to the Policies and 

Procedures adopted by the CWC Central Board. 
 
 
ARTICLE V:  OFFICERS 
 

Section 1:   The Officers of Redwood Branch Board of Directors shall be 
elected at the general membership meeting in June of each year.  
The duties of the officers are described in this article. 

 
Section 2:   The President shall prepare agendas and preside over meetings of 

Redwood Branch Board of Directors and the general membership.  
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In the absence of the President at a duly called meeting, one of the 
Vice-Presidents shall assume the duties of the President. 

 
(a) The President shall, with the advice and consent of the Board, 

conduct the affairs of Redwood Branch in accordance with the 
Bylaws. 
  

(b) Except for the Nominating Committee, the President shall 
appoint such committees and chairpersons as necessary to 
conduct the affairs of Redwood Branch.  Such appointments 
end when the business of the committee is finished or, at the 
discretion of the Board, at end of the term of the President 
making the appointment. (Reworded to clarify.) 

   
 

Section 3:   One of the three Vice Presidents shall assume the duties of 
President in his or her absence. 

 
Section 4:   The Secretary shall keep minutes for all meetings, handle incoming 

and outgoing correspondence, and maintain administrative files for 
Redwood Branch. 

 
Section 5:   The Treasurer shall keep proper books of account and report the 

financial status of Redwood Branch at each called meeting of the 
Board. 

 
   (a) The Treasurer shall receive and keep all funds of Redwood 

Branch and pay them out only as authorized by the Board. 
Any funds received for the organization shall be promptly 

    deposited in an account set up for that purpose. 
 

(b) The Treasurer shall cosign all checks issued on behalf of 
Redwood Branch in the amounts of $300 or above.  Any of 
the other officers may be the second  cosigner, providing 
their signature is on file for the account. 

 
(c)       The Treasurer shall prepare all financial reports required by  

 the CWC Central Board. 
 

ARTICLE VI:  ELECTIONS 
 

Section 1:   In March of each year, the President, subject to Board approval, 
(Changed from April to March plus “subject to Board approval” 
added.) shall appoint a minimum of three members to the 
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Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee appointees 
and the name of the Chair shall be posted in the April edition of the 
Redwood Branch newsletter. 

 
Section 2:   The slate of officers (President, three Vice Presidents, Secretary, 

and Treasurer) shall be presented at the May general meeting and 
names published in the Redwood Branch newsletter no later than 
two weeks prior to the June general membership meeting.   
Nominations must have the consent of the nominee. (Reworded to 
chronological order.) 

 
Section 3: 
 Nominations are open until June 1. Additional nominations must 

be in writing and with the written consent of the nominee. 
Nominations and the nominee consent must be emailed to the 
Nominations Committee Chair. (New: instituted deadline for 
nominations and written consent.) 

 
 
Section 4:   The election shall be held at the June general membership meeting. 

and by simple majority of the members present. If there is more 
than one nominee for an office, voting shall be by written ballot. 
(Eliminated nominations from the floor.) 

 
Section 5.   The incoming and outgoing Officers and Directors shall meet on or 

about the end of the fiscal year (June 30) to effect an orderly 
transfer of responsibilities. At the July general membership 
meeting, the incoming President shall introduce the incoming 
officers and directors.  

 
 
 
ARTICLE VII:  REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CWC CENTRAL BOARD 
 

Section 1:   The President shall, with the approval of Redwood Board, appoint 
one branch member to represent Redwood Branch at any regular or 
special meetings of the California Writers Club.  The 
representative must be an Active or Associate member in good 
standing of Redwood Branch. (Changed to “regular or special 
meetings” from “quarterly”.) 
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ARTICLE VIII:  MEETINGS 
 

Section 1:   With the exception of Special Meetings called by the President, or 
by a minimum of three Board members, Redwood Branch shall 
have monthly meetings at a place and time determined by the 
President.  (Removed “except July and August.”) 

 
   (a) Board meetings shall be at the discretion of the President. 

 Special Meetings of either the general membership or the  
Board  may be called by the President or by three members 
of the Board provided that the notice of the Special 
Meeting is mailed or emailed to the interested parties no 
less than 96 hours before the scheduled meeting. 

(b) Members and the public will be invited to attend all general 
meetings. Board meetings will be announced at meetings 
and in the newsletter. (Removed “five-minute comment 
period from member or public”.) 

 
Section 2:   In an emergency, the President may poll the Board by telephone or 

email to handle urgent matters and act according to the majority 
vote received by such poll. The board shall affirm the actions of 
the President at their next meeting. 

 
 
ARTICLE IX:  QUORUM 
 

Section 1:   A quorum for a meeting of Redwood Branch Board shall be four of 
the members.  For all other meetings, the members present shall 
constitute a quorum. 

 
Section 2:   Unless otherwise stated in these bylaws, a simple majority of a 

quorum will determine the outcome of a vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE XI:  AMENDMENTS 
 

Section 1:   Amendment to these bylaws shall require that the proposed 
amendment be published in Redwood Branch newsletter no 
less than two weeks prior to a regular scheduled general 
(Inserted “general”) meeting, and be submitted in writing 
as a motion, (Eliminated “read at a regular scheduled 
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meeting”) and approved by a majority of the members 
present at the meeting. 

 
Section 2:   Any amendment to the California Writers Club bylaws or 

Policies and Procedures shall be deemed to be part of 
Redwood Branch bylaws without special amendment. 
(Reworded.) 

 
 
ARTICLE XII:  PRECEDENCE 
 

Section 1:   In the event of a conflict between this document and the 
bylaws of California Writers Club or the Policies and 
Procedures of the CWC Central Board, the CWC document 
will supersede this document. 

 
 
 
Approved by the Redwood Branch Board, June 21, 2016: 
 
 
__/s/______________________________ 
Sandy Baker, President 
 
 
___/s/______________________________ 
Roger Lubeck, Vice President 
 
 
__/s/_______________________________ 
Malena Eljumaily, Treasurer 
 
 
___/s/______________________________ 
Marian Lindner, Secretary 
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August 14th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, August 14th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org

Michele Anna Jordan is an award-winning writer and chef. She 
recently launched micheleannajordan.com, a comprehensive website 
that gathers together her passion for writing, home cooking and 
Sonoma County. The site augments her work for The Press Democrat, 
for which she currently writes two weekly columns, her radio show, 
Mouthful, in its 21st year on KRCB-FM and her books, more than 24 
to date.  Jordan grew up in the North Bay and raised her children on 
a dairy farm in Lakeville, and has studied traditional Hawaiian dance 
and culture for more than a decade. She is 
currently at work on what she has long called 
her secret project, Echo: Autobiography of a 
Sentence, a nonfiction novel–memoir, if you 
prefer–that explores one thread of her early 
life, the one that lead to her Hawaiian studies. 
Jordan lives in Sebastopol, with her two long-
haired dachshunds, Lark and Joey, and three 
cats, Poe, Rosemary and Harlequin. 

About Michele Anna Jordan

Other Happenings 

Today marks the day we are launching our 
Prompt Writing Contest, chaired by Jeanne 
Jusaitis.  Don’t know what a prompt is?  
She’ll provide details at the meeting.

      8/14/16 Meeting  redwoodwriters.org   Flyer Design by April Green

How must a writer reinvent oneself to survive in today’s world? 
Michele Anna Jordan’s professional work as a writer about food, 
wine, and farming, bridges several worlds such as pre-internet and 
post-internet, pre-culinary revolution and post-culinary revolution, 
and pre-digital and post-digital. In this talk, Jordan will explore 
how she started out, became successful, what “success” means 
to her, and how things have been impacted by the ubiquity of 
blogs, podcasts, digital photography and the downsizing of print 
publishing. Does expertise matter today? Does experience? 

Redwood Writers Presents: Michele Anna Jordan

 A Writer’s Harvest
Surviving in Today’s 
World of Publishing



 Redwood Writers 

2016 Steampunk Contest
  Definition of Steampunk: Steampunk is a subgenre of science fiction and sometimes                                                                          
               fantasy. Often set in an alternative history of the Victorian 
                                                                        era, the Wild Wild West, or in a post-apocalyptic future,     
                                                                        Steampunk is a reimagining of life in the age of 19th century   
                                                                        steam-powered machinery. Anarchy plays a big role in Steampunk.

Submit up to 2,000 words of a Steampunk story. Anything after 2,000 words will not be read. It can be a 
short story or chapter excerpts from a novel in progress. If submitting chapters from a novel, send in only 
the first 2,000 words of the novel (not parts of Chapter 3 or the middle of the novel). This is important, 
because a reader must be hooked within the first 2,000 words in order to entice them to read on.
    

       • Contest Deadline: August 14th. 
        • Work must be previously unpublished by a traditional publisher. (Self-published works are acceptable.)

    • Format: 12 point font, Times New Roman, double spaced. 
         • First page —  Center your title half way down, then begin story. Please number your pages.
    

     • DO NOT put the author’s name or contact information on the manuscript.
    • Contest fees: $8 for members, $12 for non-members.
    

    • Submit payment and upload manuscript on the Redwood Writer’s website. 
    

    • Follow submission guidelines carefully. Manuscripts will be disregarded if the 
             guidelines are not followed.
    

    • Awards: 1st place — $100, 2nd place — $50, 3rd place — $25.
    • Eligibility: Contest open to any Redwood Writer member, 
           regardless of where they reside, and to non-member residents 
           of Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino, Marin, Lake, Humboldt and 
           Solano counties.
    • Awards will be distributed at the Redwood Writers’ Club 
            meeting on October 9th.

             See reverse side for info on contest chair and judges.



Marian Lindner, Contest Chair

Marian Lindner is the author of four books: San Francisco, The Hunt 
for the Lost Word, The Witch Lineage, and The Emotionally Available 
Partner. An editor and screenwriter who loves a great story, she lives 
in Glen Ellen with her husband, daughter, a golden-haired Chow-
Chow and a little black cat. Learn more at www.marianlindner.com.

Contest Judges

Amy Gilbert
Amy Gilbert is the Associate Director of the library at Dominican 
University of California in San Rafael. She spends her days helping students 
and faculty master the difference engines that underpin subscription 
databases and the Internet. She spends her evenings reading voraciously in the 
Steampunk genre. She is a regular attendee to many of the Bay Area’s related 
events, from impromptu costume teas at the Conservatory of Flowers to the 
Edwardian Ball. She is also a member of Danse Maghreb, a local belly dance 
troup that performs yearly with Veil in the Wind at the Dickens Fair.

Rebecca Diem
Rebecca Diem is a writer, music lover and nerd. She is the author of the 
indie steampunk series, Tales of the Captain Duke, beginning with The 
Stowaway Debutante (2014), following the adventures of a defiant young 
aristocrat who saves a band of airship pirates from certain peril and talks 
her way into joining their crew. Her favorite feature of steampunk is its 
ability to disrupt and re-imagine both history and the future. She currently 
lives in Toronto, and is on a never-ending quest to find the perfect café and 
writing spot.

Ross E. Lockhart
Ross E. Lockhart is an author, anthologist, editor, publisher, and lifelong fan of 
supernatural, fantastic, speculative, and weird fiction, Lockhart is a veteran of 
small-press publishing, having edited scores of well-regarded novels of horror, 
fantasy, and science fiction. Lockhart edited the anthologies, The Book of Cthulhu 
I and II, Tales of Jack the Ripper, and The Children of Old Leech (with Justin 
Steele), Giallo Fantastique, Cthulhu Fhtagn!, and the forthcoming Eternal 
Frankenstein (October 2016). He is the author of Chick Bassist. Lockhart’s small 
press Word Horde published Molly Tanzer’s Steampunk Weird Western Vermilion, 
which NPR Books and iO9 named one of the best books of 2015. Steampunk 
authors Lockhart has worked with include Elizabeth Bear, G. D. Falksen, T. Aaron 
Payton, and Cherie Priest.He lives in Petaluma, California, with his wife Jennifer, 
hundreds of books, and Elinor Phantom, a Shih Tzu moonlighting as his editorial 
assistant.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club   redwoodwriters.org   Flyer design by April Green  



Robbi Sommers Bryant 

Arletta Dawdy writes from 
Northern California about 
the Old West, especially 
about the Arizona Territo-
ry of the late 19th century. 
By Grace is the second 
book in the completed 
Huachuca Trilogy. 

Saturday
August 27
2-4 p.m.

Robbi Sommers Bryant’s award-winning 
books include a novella, 4 novels, 5 short 
story collections and 1 book of poetry. Her 
work is published in magazines includ-
ing Readers Digest, Redbook, Penthouse, 
college textbooks and several anthologies. 
She is past president of Redwood Writers 
and currently works as a developmental 
and copy editor. www.robbibryant.com

Flyer designed by Paul Greenberg

MC: Robin Moore

Join us for camaraderie and good literature.

Support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase of 
healthy delicious food ($5 per person mini-
mum).

Open mic sign-up starts at 1:30. First come, 
first served. Open mic limited to five minutes 
per person.

Free parking in rear of venue.

Questions: 
Robin Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net

Arletta Dawdy
Next Open Mic
September 24

with

 Crissi Langwell
and ???
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Founded 1909
®

September 11th Monthly Meeting 

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, September 11th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org

9/11/16 Meeting  redwoodwriters.org   Flyer Design by April Green

Join the fun! Four Redwood Writers experts will 
“speed date” with you for 18 minutes each on topics 
such as three types of editors, three indie publishers, 
three legal documents for authors, and three types 
of third person POV. Get ready for a whirlwind of 
information that will leave you begging for more 
or send you to resource books and the Internet 
for followup details. When the cowbell rings, your 
speed daters Arlene Miller, Charles Markee, Helen 
Sedwick, and Marlene Cullen will regrettably leave 
you for the next table. Take plenty of notes and hang 
onto the handouts each will give you.

POV
Marlene Cullen

Business For Writers 
Helen Sedwick

Editing & Proofreading
 

Arlene Miller

Indie-Publishing
Charles Markee

CHAIR : Sandy Baker

R.W. Experts  and Topics :

Bios on reverse side

Hot T
opic Roundtables



CHAIR : Sandy Baker

Marlene Cullen

Helen Sedwick

 Arlene Miller

Charles Markee

Sandy Baker is president of Redwood Writers and never tried out speed dating. She’s 
written and published eight gardening books for children, a thriller, and a middle grade 
collection of short stories, none of which would she have done without the help and 
encouragement of Redwood Writers. For 16 years, she’s been a Sonoma County Master 
Gardener, inspiration for her books and her own garden. www.sandybakerwriter.com

Writer and lawyer Helen Sedwick uses 30 years of legal experience to show writers how 
to stay out of court and at their desks. Her historical novel, Coyote Winds, has earned five 
star reviews from ForeWord Reviews and Compulsion Reads. ForeWord Reviews gave her 
SelfPublisher’s Legal Handbook Five Stars, calling it “one of the most valuable resources a 
selfpublisher can own…well-written and authoritative yet unhampered by legalese.” Her 
blog coaches writers on everything from protecting copyrights to hiring freelancers to 
spotting scams. For more information about Helen and her work, check out her website 
at helensedwick.com

Arlene Miller, The Grammar Diva, is the bestselling Amazon author of six grammar books 
and a novel. She is also a copyeditor, speaker, blogger, and former English teacher. Arlene 
has been a featured speaker at the Sonoma County Book Festival, Bay Area Independent 
Publishers Association (BAIPA), Sonoma County Library, Romance Writers of America, 
College of Marin, Copperfield’s bookstore, KGO radio, and many community groups. She 
holds degrees in Print Media, English, Humanities, and California teaching and school 
administration credentials. Find her at www.bigwords101.com.

Writing has been in Charles’ life since he wrote and published his first family newspaper 
at age 12. His parents bought him a Royal portable typewriter, a gift that helped him 
through high school and college. After graduating from the University of California, 
Berkeley, he enjoyed a career as a technical manager in Silicon Valley. He later spent eight 
years in writing classes, workshops and conferences. His poetry, flash fiction, film reviews 
and short stories evolved into his current project, writing and publishing pre-teen novels. 
Charles is an active member of Redwood Writers and is coordinator emeritus for the local 
North Bay Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators. www.charlesmarkee.com

Marlene Cullen is a writing workshop facilitator and founder of Writers Forum of 
Petaluma. She hosts The Write Spot Blog, a place for writers to share their writing, receive 
commentary and inspiration to keep writing. Her workshops and blog provide essential 
elements for successful writing. Fulfilling her passion for writing and sharing with others, 
she created Jumpstart, a writing environment where participants often experience 
transformational changes.   www.TheWriteSpot.us

Consider The Owl When Deciding Point Of View 

 The Inside Scoop on Indie Publishing

Editing and Proofreading

Business Set Up for Writers



The world’s largest online retailer offers a 
plethora of opportunities for the author and 
indie publisher. Are you taking advantage of the 
ones that are right for you? From Kindle Direct 
Publishing to Amazon Advantage to Goodreads, 
we’ll touch on a wide variety of the different 
programs you should be availing yourself of.

Founded 1909
®

Redwood Writers Workshop

Redw
ood W

riters is a branch of the California W
riters Club 9/18/16 W

orkshop  redw
oodw

riters.org   Flyer design by April G
reen  

Sunday, September 18th

 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Flamingo Hotel 

Alexander Room

$25 / members 

$35 / non-members

        ✴  Sign up at redwoodwriters.org
✴  Workshop limited to 30 attendees!

About David Kudler
David Kudler is an author, an expert provider of publishing services, and a consultant 
to independent and self-publishers. He serves as publisher for Stillpoint Digital 
Press. Since 1999, he has overseen the publications program of the Joseph Campbell 
Foundation, for which he has edited three posthumous volumes of Campbell’s 
previously unpublished work (Pathways to Bliss, Myths of Light, and Sake & Satori) 
and managed the publication of over fifty print, ebook, print, audio, and video titles, 
including the third edition of the seminal Hero with a Thousand Faces. He is honored 
to serve as the vice-president for the Bay Area Independent Publisher’s Association 
(BAIPA). He just released Risuko, a young-adult historical adventure novel set in 
sixteenth century Japan.

All Things
With David Kudler



Guidelines for NON-MEMBERS of CWC SF/Peninsula Branch 

Anthology Title — Fault Zone: Uplift. 

Where to Submit Entries: 

 Submit all entries through Submittable link posted on the

SF/Peninsula Writers website.

 No author name on the manuscript, not even in a header or footer. Your

name will be registered by Submittable.

Submission Length: 

 Fiction: Up to 3,000 words

How many pieces may each non-member submit? 

 No limit

Entry Fee: $15 per entry by a non-member of CWC SF/Peninsula Branch 

Prizes to be Awarded: First, second and third prizes ($250, $100, $50), 

plus editorial notes on the winning entries with a one-on-one consult to 

follow. Publication for first prize winner and potential publication—as room 

allows—for second and third prize winners. 



 
 

 

Manuscript Format: 

 Word (doc, docx file) If you use Word 2016, please send file in rich 

text format (rtf). No PDF files! 

 12 point type (Times Roman/Times New Roman) 

 Double spaced 

 1” Margins 

 Indent first line in each paragraph. 

 One letter space between sentences in each paragraph 

 Pages numbered 

 List title of piece and category on the first page. 

 No author name on the manuscript, not even in a header or footer. Your 

name will be registered by Submittable. 

 

Submission-to-Promotion Schedule: 

 Submit pieces 8/1/16 through 10/31/16. 

 Contest results announced in March 2017 and winner sent request for 

any necessary rewriting. 

 Initial rewrite for winning manuscript due back no later than 4/30/17. 

 Any additional revisions requested after the initial rewrite must be 

returned to the requesting editor no later than 7/30/17.  

 Editor sends final winning manuscript to Sand Hill Review Press by 

early September 2017. 

 Fault Zone will launch at the 2017 holiday party. 

 Active promotion of Fault Zone between December 2017 and June 

2018.  

 

About the “Uplift” Theme: 

Fault Zone has always been about shaking things up. From the first (Words 

from the Edge) to the sixth (Transform), this edgy anthology has tested 

boundaries, pushed into unfamiliar territory, and taken its readers on wild 

and sometimes uncomfortable journeys. The seventh incarnation is Fault 

Zone: Uplift. We’re looking for short fiction—morally or spiritually elevating 

experiences, rising above surroundings, or maybe being thrust from secure 

situations into ones beyond all personal control. We invite you to look at the 

different meanings of “uplift” and create works that will carry readers to 

unexpected places. As always, we look for strong stories with an arc and 

change between beginning and end. 
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