
The Redwood Writer   1 

“Writers Helping Writers”                               July 2016                       www.redwoodwriters.org                                

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

Redwood Writers Author Launch 2016 
 

Celebrate the success of Bay Area authors on Sunday, July 10.  
 

 
 
Listen to excerpts from new books published by our members since last July, meet local authors and 
pick up signed copies of their books. 
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
 
When:  Sunday, July 10 
Time:    2-4:30 p.m.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Empire Room 
Cost:     FREE! 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/membership�
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BOARD BUZZ: Forward with New Ideas 
By Sandy Baker, President 

 
Where did the year go? I feel like I’ve just become president 

of Redwood Writers, and here I am beginning my second year 
on the job! With more than 315 members and an excellent 
board, it often feels like I’m heading up a small corporation. 
The pay may be lousy, but the psychic rewards are 
extraordinary. 

With so many members, it’s imperative that our club has 
many different activities to appeal to writers of varying skills, 
genres, and states of publication. We have eleven speakers or 
one or two panels each year, monthly Author Support Group, 
meeting member book sales, three workshops, three writing 
contests, six salons, six new member orientation meetings, six 
book club meetings at Copperfield’s, an author book launch, 
anthology publication and launch, poetry anthology and launch, 
four Hot Summer Nights in July at Copperfield’s, monthly 
open mics at Gaia’s and bi-monthly open mics at the Central Library, Play Fest, monthly newsletter, and a 
biennial conference. If you’re new, your head’s probably spinning with all the offerings! 

It’s a smorgasbord, isn’t it? That means you can be selective in your participation; obviously you cannot 
do them all—you’d have no time to write. And it IS all about the writing.  However, without our wonderful 
cadre of volunteers, none of these events gets accomplished. That’s the reason we held our first Volunteer 
Hooray Day last month, to recognize all the members who help make Redwood Writers so successful. A 
board of 13 or 15 cannot do it all. 

The board is now working on producing a writing retreat at Bishop’s Ranch, likely in spring 2017 since 
it’s a conference off-year. However, it will be limited to a couple dozen members, at least for this first time. 
The per-person full-package costs, covering two nights and five meals, may range from $199 to $255, 
depending upon sleeping arrangements. That’s not per night; it’s for the whole deal. 

Along with the other genres our members write, poetry will become very important next year. Iris 
Dunkle, Sonoma County’s new Poet Laureate, will be our speaker in April 2017 in honor of National Poetry 
Month. And our new California Poet Laureate, Dana Gioia, will make a return appearance to Redwood 
Writers sometime in the spring as well. Plus, plans are in the works for an April 2017 on-line RW poetry 
newsletter. 

The board and I definitely welcome ideas for new 
activities focused on writing, publishing, or marketing. If 
you have something in mind, please let us know. We’ve 
found that our members out there beyond the board have 
very worthwhile suggestions.  

Here’s a sneak preview of writing contests coming up 
this year and next: Prompt, Screenwriting, Fan Fiction, and 
Historical Fiction. Don’t those immediately get your 
creative writing juices going? 

I’m looking forward to this upcoming year in office. We 
have some new officers and new ideas. Hang with us, and 
we’ll continue to work to make Redwood Writers the best 
CWC branch ever. Redwood Writers rocks! 

 

July Events 
 
July 5:  Hot Summer Nights 
July 10:  General Meeting 
July 12:  Hot Summer Nights 
July 19:  Hot Summer Nights 
July 23:  RW Open Mic 
July 23:  Take the Mic 
July 26:  Hot Summer Nights 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

INGA AKSAMIT 

    
 

By Molly Kurland 
 

It’s no surprise that Inga Aksamit became a 
travel writer, as she spent her childhood living in 
many different countries, including Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Peru and Indonesia. Her father was an 
irrigation engineer and worked for a small 
company that had contracts all over the world 
putting in canals to assist local agriculture. Thus, 
the family moved a lot, and Inga attended 17 
different schools by the time she finished high 
school. Through these experiences she developed 
into someone who is adventurous, adaptable, 
outspoken, and willing to take risks. 

Having seen her mother’s success with travel 
writing, Inga was encouraged to write, particularly 
about her passion—nature and the outdoors. She 
especially likes to write about backpacking in 
unusual places. She recently published her first 
full-length book, Highs and Lows on the John 
Muir Trail, which just won Best Outdoor Book 
Award from the Outdoor Writers Association of 
California. The book is a lively account of the 23-
day trip she and her husband took, navigating 
elevations as high as 14,505 feet.  

One of the chapters became, “A Chance 
Meeting on the John Muir Trail”—a story about 
running across well-known hiker and author Ralph 
Burgess. This short story won third place in the 
 

 

Redwood Writers non-fiction contest in February 
2016. It was also published in Travel Features 
and Photos: California’s National Parks, 
Monuments, Trails, Seashores and Historic Hikes. 

Inga is currently working on a follow-up book 
about how to prepare and manage one’s food for 
long backpacking trips. So much energy is 
expended hiking that it is critical to be sure to 
have enough food to eat, particularly when 
everything has to be carried in. This is one of the 
biggest challenges that backpackers of extensive 
trips face. Over the years, Inga has worked out an 
efficient system that provides all the necessary 
nutrients in a tasty variety of meals. Her new book 
will be a valuable adjunct for any serious 
backpacker.  

Her writing is inspired by many other outdoor 
writers: John Muir, Reinhold Messner, Bill 
Bryson, Wallace Stegner, Joe Simpson, John 
McPhee, Jon Krakauer, Margaret Murie, and 
Claire Fejes. She writes columns related to 
international travel, outdoor adventures, travel 
gear and Sonoma Wine Country for the online 
entertainment, news and lifestyle site, 
Examiner.com. She has also maintained a blog, 
“Inga’s Adventures,” since 2009. 

Her short story, “Bear Encounters on the 
Chilkoot Trail,” was published in Travel Stories 
from Around the Globe, 2012. “Upside Down in 
Western Australia” was published in Redwood 
Writers 2015 Anthology, Journeys: On the Road 
and Off the Map. Coast & Kayak Magazine 
published her story, “Rolling Down the River.” 

Inga enjoys sharing her love for nature, hiking 
and navigating the challenges of backpacking by 
teaching others through leading backpacking trips, 
sharing tips with hikers and volunteering as a Park 
Steward at Sugarloaf Ridge State Park. 

She has been a member of Redwood Writers 
for a year and a half and has shared a reading at a 
“Dine with Local Authors” event. She will be 
participating in this year’s Author Launch and Hot 
Summer Nights, sponsored by Redwood Writers 
and Copperfield’s Books. 

You can find many more of Inga’s backpacking 
stories, hiking product reviews, and other tips by 
going to her website, www.ingasadventures.com. 

http://examiner.com/
http://www.ingasadventures.com/
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POETRY PLACE 
 

He will not be my “Friend” 
—Pamela Heck 
 
He calls that word the stop sign  
a woman holds before a man 
to halt the journey  
before a step is taken. 
A milder “F” word,  
if you will,  
that puts a “don’t”  
in front of  “touch”. 
 
He is not my lover, 
though he may be 
in some future day 
if all goes well. 
Until then,  
words are just semantics, 
and “stop” is just a resting place. 
 
But I tell you now, 
if we are lovers, 
on that day  
he must also be my friend, 
though I will say “amigo” 
if he likes.  
 
 
 
 

A Variation on the Song of Amergin 
—Brigid Wasson 
 
I am your journey 
I am the way 
I am your destination 
I am the place you leave behind 
I am fire on the hill 
I am wind in the manes of horses 
I am the dance of spring 
I am the death of winter 
I am the laughter of friendship 
I am the groan of loss 
I am the goodness of dogs 
Who but I knows the song of the earth  
 from beginning to end? 
 

Stray Thought 
—Kay Mehl Miller 
 
Alive in memory 
Sister intrudes 
A stray thought 
Reflected in the face of her daughter 
My niece. 
So precious. 
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Poetry Place is a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or 
two will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen 
based on the space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point 
Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word 
document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 
10th of the month to be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita 
Martin  

 

My Mother’s Portrait( For Ruth 1911-2001)                                   
—Nina Tepedino 
 
My mother’s portrait 
framed by peonies 
in a rural homescape, 
in a New England garden, 
where friends gathered  
for love, humor and nature. 
Open door invitation  
for strangers and comrades 
for their newness of thought 
to invigorate the mind. 
The idyllic childhood 
seen in album, black and white 
with yellowing edges 
to chronicle memories still intact, 
to surge anew at a glance of what once was. 
I now know why I cried so, 
as I drove away last summer 
to leave dwelling place standing still in time, 
as if on pause for me   
to once again immerse myself.  
I am bonded by my emotions, 
triggered by today’s images revisited. 
On hold for fifty years 
in the garden 
where the peonies framed 
my mother’s portrait.  
 

After Mick Died: Mom 
—Wendy Bartlett 
 
Yesterday the dawn appeared raw 
The first birdsong irritated 
The deer’s quick flick of her ear only bored me 
The squirrel hiding another nut annoyed me 
The sun coming up burned my eyes 
The noise of humanity deafened me 
The phone ringing jarred my nerves 
The mail delivery was a threat 
The music on the radio hissed at me 
The cloud that cried rain was dark like me 
The grip on my heart took my breath away 
Like God took you from me 
Like God took away my breath 
Like you took away a part of me 
Like yesterday—yesterday, 
The dawn appeared raw. 
I bow my head 
The tear drops upon my knee 
And I hunch over, and ask 
Take me, too; take me too! 
The dawn came anyway… 
 

POETRY PLACE 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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6th Annual Play Festival 

 
Actress Joan Hawley, director Linda L. 
Reid, and actress Kathleen York accept 
the award of Audience Favorite. 

 

The 6th annual Play Festival presented the Audience Favorite Award to playwright Rod 
McFadden following closing show on Sunday May 22.  
Congrats to Festival Director Lennie Dean, Contest Chair Linda L. Reid, and a big thank you 
to 6th Street Playhouse for six years of a successful collaboration! 
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THE GRAMMAR BOUTIQUE 

By Robbi Sommers Bryant 
 

Did you know that there should only be one space after the end-of 
sentence punctuation? That’s the official rule according to the 16th edition 
of The Chicago Manual of Style. 

Compare:  
INCORRECT: I went to the store.  I bought 3 pairs of shoes. 
CORRECT:  I went to the store. I bought 3 pairs of shoes. 
Okay, fine. But what if you didn’t know this rule, and you now have an 

entire manuscript with two-spaces after the end-of-sentence punctuation? Is 
there an easy way to correct this? 

YES!  
When you have finished the document, use the FIND and REPLACE 

feature to eliminate all double spaces. In the FIND box, type two spaces 
and in the REPLACE WITH box, type one space. Hit REPLACE ALL—
and you’re done. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Helene S. Barnhart Award 2016 award winner Robin Moore pictured with 
Juanita J. Martin, 2014 award winner. 
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Do you keep an author/writer blog? Would you like to invite more readers to visit your blog? We’re trying 
out a new feature in the Redwood Writers newsletter that puts a spotlight on member blogs, but we need 
your help. If you’ve written or read a blog entry that you want to share with other members, send in a 
synopsis or excerpt from the entry to editor@redwoodwriters.org. Blog submissions are not guaranteed. 
Entries do not have to be about writing, but should be a part of an author/writer blog and written by a 
Redwood Writers member. Please keep submissions around 75 words. 
 

 
 

 
Barb Bits: Focus pocus! Another deadline bumped me off my 
mark. Submissions were due for the 2016 Redwood Writers Club 
anthology. While considering the opportunity to see my words in 
print, I felt pangs of guilt because I would lose focus on my New 
Year's goal. How could I justify the delay?  (Read the rest at 
barbbits.blogspot.com)  —  Barbara Toboni 
 
On Loss: The important thing to keep in mind is that change is 
what life is about. It is not what is happening to you, but what is 
happening for you. It is difficult to remember this amidst the pain, 
disorientation, and ripped away trust. But it is what change does, 
it changes you. Experience is tucked away, but the hurts and pain 
must be given time to heal. Reactions to new lives born of change 
must be embraced and absorbed into the new you. The better, 
deeply enriched, all knowing, and beloved you. (Read the rest at 
priestesstina.com) — Tina Deason 
 
Chinatown, Drought, Murder: Noir is always the best when its 
roots are planted in reality. Real crimes and real people who are 
motivated or pushed to the wall. Writers mix up the real with the 
imagined, create a femme fatale or a female cloaked in intrigue 
whose foil is an intrepid, but stupendously flawed, weak male 
cop. The reader can’t help but be sucked in, just like the victims. 
Why? Because whether it be water, money, love, or power, we 
find our lives intersecting with the story. We know what has lured 
us to a dark side. (Read the rest at 
 venturegalleries.com/blog/california-drought-the-stuff-of-great-
noir-fiction) — Elizabeth Sullivan 

Copperfield’s/Redwood 
Writers Fiction Book Club 

 
The last of six Redwood Writers 
member authors’ books will be 
spotlighted on Wednesday (not the 
usual Tuesday evening), June 29th 
from 6-7 p.m. at Copperfield’s 
Montgomery Village Store, 775 
Village Court, Santa Rosa, Ca.    

Come listen to Marilyn Skinner 
Lanier read from Hardpan. This 
period memoir begins in the 1950s 
in rural Clark, Wyoming. Hardpan 
tells the story of a young ranch 
family caught in the vagaries of the 
changing American West after 
World War II.  

 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
http://barbbits.blogspot.com/
http://priestesstina.com/
http://venturegalleries.com/blog/california-drought-the-stuff-of-great-noir-fiction/
http://venturegalleries.com/blog/california-drought-the-stuff-of-great-noir-fiction/
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Inga Aksamit won the Best Outdoor Book Award-2016 from the Outdoor Writers 
Association of California for her book, “Highs and Lows on the John Muir Trail.” This 
memoir chronicles one woman’s adventure hiking the iconic High Sierra trail spanning 
Yosemite National Park to Mt. Whitney. Entries were judged by faculty of the 
journalism department at California Polytechnic State University at San Luis 
Obispo. — Inga Aksamit 

 
 
 
I am happy to announce that The Best Grammar Workbook Ever has won an 
honorable mention in the How-To category at the New York Book Festival contest. 
 And my new book, The Best Little Grammar Book Ever! Second Edition: Write and 
Speak with Confidence/Avoid Common Mistakes is now available. — Arlene Miller 
 
 
 
 

 
I recently emceed a Poetry Open Mic at my residential community, 
Burbank Heights in Sebastopol. Because of this event, many talented 
poets and writers who live here were able to come together and share 
their writing with each other. Our first event was on March 31. Our next 
event is June 1. It is particularly moving to hear our elder poets read 
their poems, their memories, and their impressions. — Nina Tepedino 

 
 
 
 
My new book, The First to Disappear, published by Spuyten Duyvil, was a finalist in 
the Fiction: Short Story category of the 2016 International Book Awards. 
www.pattysomlo.com. — Patty Somlo 
 
 
 

I was invited to provide a presentation of my nonfiction book, Cixi, The 
Dragon Empress, at an Educators’ Workshop at the Asian Art Museum in San 
Francisco on Aug. 13. This will coincide with the museum’s Emperors’ 
Treasures Exhibition (masterworks from the National Palace Museum, 
Taiwan) where Cixi, the last empress of China, will be highlighted. I last 
presented at the Educators’ Workshop in 2013, and 200 books were bought for 
the teachers! — Natasha Yim 

http://www.pattysomlo.com/


The Redwood Writer   10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was one of three recipients of the Mendocino Coast Writer’s Conference's Ginny 
Rorby scholarship which offers a $250 scholarship for writers working on a young 
adult or middle grade novel to go towards registration for the 2016 conference. I’m 
thrilled to be attending this conference for the first time. — Natasha Yim 
 

 
 
The works of Redwood authors Cristina Goulart, Robbi Sommers Bryant, 
Meta Strauss, Patsy Ann Taylor, Lenore Hirsch, and Jean Wong were 
produced by Lucky Penny Productions in Napa. The theater, café, and 
ambience made the venue feel like it was being held off Broadway and the 
tickets were sold out! Many thanks to Director Dan Monez for his 
innovative celebration of the short story genre.   
 

HOT SUMMER NIGHTS 
 

 
 
This July, things are about to get HOT! Every 
Tuesday night this month, Redwood Writers will 
read from their books at Copperfield’s Books in 
Montgomery Village from 7-8 p.m., and then 
answer questions from the audience. This event is 
free—invite your friends! See more information 
in the flyer at the end of this newsletter, or at 
redwoodwriters.org/hot-summer-nights-2016.  

 

YOUR 2016-17 REDWOOD WRITERS 
OFFICERS 

 

 
 
(Top left to right) 
President: Sandy Baker 
Vice President: Roger Lubeck 
Vice President: David Ramirez 
 
(Bottom left to right) 
Vice President: Belinda Riehl 
Treasurer: Malena Eljumaily 
Secretary: Marian Lindner 

 
 

http://redwoodwriters.org/hot-summer-nights-2016/
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If you're in the market for a critique group, I act as a clearinghouse (volunteer) for those looking to 
form one, or add members. Just e-mail me with your genre. I send out a new list, and you can respond to 
all or select a few for discussion about approach, time, and location. People meet in homes or cafes, or 
come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms.  

Side note: I have years of experience with writing groups and highly recommend them! They provide 
deadlines and hopefully give feedback on things like word repetition, grammar, public reading style, 
plot, and other nuances. It makes a vast difference to share our work along the way. I recommend 
reading aloud, too!  

If interested, contact me, Marie Judson-Rosier, at mariejudson@gmail.com, and I'll add you to the 
list. You can request to be removed at any time. 

 

 

 

Date:  Saturday, July 23 
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden,  
1899 Mendocino Ave.,  
Santa Rosa 

Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Susan Gunter and Les Berstein 
The MC will be Abby Bogomolny 

 
Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
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How to Sign Up with eScrip 
 
eScrip is a fundraising program to earn 
money for Redwood Writers. Members 
register their credit/debit, or ATM cards, 
and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 
5% of the total purchase amount at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma 
Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, 
Petaluma Market, and selected 
restaurants. 
There is no cost to you! Once you are 
signed up and you shop at one of the 
merchants listed in the eScrip program, 
the donation to Redwood Writers is 
automatic. 
Another fantastic feature of this program 
is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood 
Writers will earn 2-6% of your purchase 
amount at places like Amazon, Expedia, 
Target, Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, 
Bed, Bath & Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, 
Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Petco, 
Petsmart, and over 800 other merchants, 
including travel sites! With this feature 
you do not have to sign up or be a 
registered eScrip shopper. 
 

• Simply go to our website: 
www.redwoodwriters.org 

• Scroll down a bit, and click the 
icon on the left that reads: 
“eScrip.” 

 
It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers! 

       
  

 

eScrip Super Stars! 
 

 
 
 
I’d like to make a shout-out to those members who 
have contributed to Redwood Writers just by using 
eScrip: 
Sandy Baker, Jan Boddie, Malena Eljumaily, Jack 
Fender, Cristina Goulart, Paul Greenberg, Laura 
Holland, Heather Mactavish, Charles Markee (our 
number one contributor, raising $55.61 since 
January), Robert Markowitz, Katya Miller, Jennie 
Orvino, Ann Phillipp, Linda Reid, Kathleen Rueve, 
Deborah Taylor-French, Julie Winrich, and Jean 
Wong.  
 
With the 18 members who have signed up with 
eScrip, we’ve raised $194.97 this year. If more 
people signed up with eScrip, we could increase this 
number significantly. With more than 300 members 
in our branch, our club could benefit greatly if more 
members signed up with eScrip.  
 
See the directions to the right.  
 
P.S. Don't forget to get your Benefit mobile app for 
your smart phone. www.benefit-mobile.com 
 
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:pdfender@yahoo.com
http://www.benefit-mobile.com/
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
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Author Support Group 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 
to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 
appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare 
and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-
French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah 
prefers you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 

 

September General Meeting 
“All Things Amazon” 

 

 
 
Mark your calendars for the Redwood 
Writers general meeting on Sept. 18 
when David Kudler, author and 
publisher, presents a guide to all things 
Amazon. In his presentation, Kudler 
will share about Kindle Direct 
Publishing, Amazon Advantage, and 
Goodreads, and the plethora of 
opportunities available to authors and 
indie publishers through these 
programs.  
 
The meeting will be held at the 
Flamingo Resort, 2:30-4:30 p.m. More 
information at redwoodwriters.org.  
 

Writing Retreat 2017 
 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who completed the survey 
emailed to the membership on June 6. The response 
was overwhelmingly positive. What we know so far is 
that the retreat will be held at The Bishop’s Ranch near 
Healdsburg on May 5-7, 2017. The committee has lots 
of work to do to develop the program, determine the 
number of people who will be able to attend the full-
retreat for three days and two nights, and how many 
will be able to attend for one full-day only. You will be 
notified about prices and registration as soon as they 
are determined. Watch for an email from Belinda 
Riehl, Chair at RW2017Retreat@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:RW2017Retreat@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

 
Here are a few things I wish I had known as a 

newbie novelist. 
1. Don’t wait until tomorrow to start your book. 

When people learn I’m an author, they usually tell me 
that they hope to write a book someday. Buy why 
wait? What makes someday a more perfect time than 
today? I put off writing a book for decades. When I 
finally started writing, it was a scary place to be. 
Publishing it was even scarier. But after that first book 
came the second, and then the third, and so on. 

If you are waiting until your life gets less busy, stop 
waiting. There will always be obligations, a full 
calendar, and that 9-5 job. If something is crossed off 
your list, another responsibility is bound to take its 
place. That perfect moment to start writing may never 
exist. So make the time today to start writing your 
book. 

2. Bad writing only leads to good writing. 
The first attempt at anything is terrible. This is true 

of most things, including writing. I think back to the 
very first novel I ever wrote. It was awful! I put a lot of 
time and energy into that book, only to stuff it under 
my bed, never to see the light of day again. Without 
that first attempt at novel writing, I may never have 
gone on to write novels I was proud to share. 

The same things goes for my rough drafts. I’ve 
stripped out chapters of books I’ve written that took 
days to create. While it hurt to let them go, I don’t 
regret having written them. They served as the bridge 
to the parts of the story I wanted to tell. 

3. You are just as capable of greatness as the 
writers you admire most. 

Many great writers had humble beginnings. JK 
Rowling began writing Harry Potter in a coffee shop, 
barely making it as a single mother. Stephen King 
initially threw away the manuscript that put his name 
on the map. Diana Gabaldon started out as a freelance 
writer, taking any job that would pay her. Nicholas 
Sparks racked up years of debt and rejection letters 
before selling the manuscript to The Notebook. 

If your writing isn’t where you want it to be, or 
your book is largely ignored, you may just be in your 
humble beginning. Remember this time. When you 
make it big, you can use your backstory to encourage 
other writers who are aspiring for greatness. 

 
What are some things you wish you’d known as 

a newbie writer? (Note: If you’d like to read more 
things I’ve learned, go to crissilangwell.com.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Hotel, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:           Teresa Henry 
 

See past issues of the Redwood Writer at 
redwoodwriters.org/newsletter. 

http://crissilangwell.com/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/newsletter/


Redwood Writers president, 
Sandy Baker’s passions are 
gardening, writing, reading, 
and traveling. She wrote these 
fictionalized 1920s short stories 
about her grandmother and 
eight children.  Her  interest in 
this era hearkens back to 9th 
grade when she wrote a paper 
on 1920s’ culture, Prohibition, 
gangsters, Stock Market Crash, 
and Women’s Suffrage. 

“Who stole the silverware?” 
“Ooh, who’s that handsome 
man?” Carrie and Laurie find 
out in Adventures of the 
Hotel Sisters. Mother and her 
eight children struggle to 
keep their hotel solvent after 
Father mysteriously leaves 
home. History, clothing, and 
language of the “Roaring 
Twenties”! Laugh along with 
Carrie and Laurie.

    Adventures of the 
Hotel   

  Sisters

Sandy Baker Bound to Love: 

a memoir 
of grit and 
gratitude

Skye Blaine

Skye Blaine writes essays, 
memoir, fiction, and poetry, 
developing themes of aging, 
coming of age, disability, 
and awakening. In 2003, 
she received her MFA in 
Creative Writing from Antioch 
University. Her memoir Bound 
to Love, won first prize in the 
Pacific Northwest Writers 
Association literary contest 
in 2005.

Blaine is a single mother 
who navigated a parental 
nightmare. Her only child was 
born with a life-threatening 
heart defect, and suffered a 
more brutal health diagnosis 
soon after. Walk with her as 
she births the grit to meet 
compounding challenges, 
confronting prejudice, 
injustice, and a share of 
compassion as well.

Highs and Lows 
   on the    

John 
Muir 
Trail

Inga Aksamit

Inga Aksamit is a travel writer 
whose passion is adventure 
and exploration around the 
Pacific Rim. Publications 
include Highs and Lows 
on the John Muir Trail, and 
stories in Travel Stories from 
Around the Globe, Coast 
and Kayak Magazine, and 
Journeys: On the Road & Off 
the Map.

Inga Aksamit set out to hike 
the longest hike of her life. 
Celebrate her joy as the 
beauty of the High Sierra 
is slowly revealed, feel the 
camaraderie of trail friends 
she meets along the way and 
sympathize with her when 
all she wants is for the trail 
to end.

Rose of SharonArletta Dawdy

Arletta Dawdy is happiest 
when researching and writing 
about the Old West, especially 
the Arizona Territory in 
the 1880s. Rose of Sharon 
completes The Huachuca 
Trilogy that includes 
Huachuca Woman and By 
Grace. Arletta is at work 
on Glory, set in Old Bisbee, 
Arizona. Friends and family 
enrich her life.

Rose of Sharon, the third 
book in the Huachuca 
Trilogy, is a work of historical 
fiction set in the exquisitely 
beautiful Southeast Arizona 
Territory at the end of the 
19th century.  Despite her 
many struggles, Rose’s 
paranormal and writing gifts 
set her apart as she moves 
toward fulfillment.

Crissi Langwell is the author 
of seven books, the online 
content producer at the 
Press Democrat, and the 
Redwood Writers newsletter 
editor and a member of the 
board. She lives in Petaluma 
with her husband, their 
blended family of three 
teenagers, and a ridiculous 
teenage dog.

If you’re a writer with a full-
time job or young family, 
you know how hard it is 
to find time for your craft. 
Through tips on organization, 
budgeting your time and 
money, getting in touch 
with your spiritual side, and 
more, Crissi Langwell shares 
the secrets to fulfilling your 
creative endeavors—even if 
you can’t quit your day job.

Reclaim Your 
Creative 
Soul

Crissi LangwellSweeping ChangesMara Johnstone

Mara Lynn Johnstone grew 
up in a house on a hill, of 
which the top floor was 
built first. She lives with 
her husband, son, and 
laptop- loving cats. She 
enjoys writing, drawing, and 
spending hours discussing 
made- up things.

An old street sweeper takes 
on the shadowy invaders 
responsible for a plague 
of amnesia, while saddled 
himself with a dodgy 
memory, a mysterious past, 
and a reflection that talks 
back and makes fun of him.

Trains to ConcordiaMarilyn Campbell

Marilyn Campbell wrote 
features for a weekly 
newspaper and worked in 
PR before switching to a 
career in social work. Her 
short stories and poetry have 
appeared in anthologies 
and small journals and she 
placed in a Redwood Writers 
short story contest. Trains 
to Concordia is her first 
published novel.

Open the pages of Trains 
to Concordia and follow 
the adventures of orphans 
Charley, Jennie, and Christina 
as they forge new beginnings 
in 1895 Kansas. Steam 
engines going to and from 
Concordia, Kansas bring the 
trio surprises and heartaches. 
Along the way they discover 
what being in a family is really 
about.

Author  
  Launch  

2016

Sun.  July 10th  

2 - 4 : 30 pm

    Flamingo Hotel

Santa Rosa

John Grayson Heide awoke 
one morning with the gift of 
a dream. Writing The Flight 
of the Pickerings refocused 
his life in a new way. He now 
lives on a mountain top near 
Sonoma with a forgiving wife 
and an array of wild birds 
that he cannot identify.

The Flight of the Pickerings 
is a love story that wrestles 
with end of life issues 
and our right for self-
determination. Filled with 
tender moments and comic 
twists, this book engages the 
reader in one family’s final 
journey, a voyage all of us 
will take, sooner or later.

The Flight of the 
Pickerings

John Grayson HeideA Time of Unsearchable 
Things

William Haigwood

William Cook Haigwood’s 
novels focus on characters 
drawn from the Counterculture 
experience and their lives 
during the decades following 
the Sixties. Haigwood also 
wrote Journeying the Sixties: A 
Counterculture Tarot, a unique 
and deeply researched history  
illustrated by vintage photos 
he made as a journalist during 
that era.

Set in Humboldt County 
California in 1974, A Time 
of Unsearchable Things 
is the story of corruptible 
innocence; of a young, 
widowed father abandoned 
by the fickle whim of a god-
like boss who, in order to win 
a bet, allows his most loyal 
employee to endure a cruel 
and senseless calamity.  

HardpanMarilyn Skinner Lanier

Lanier grew up on cattle 
ranches in Oregon and 
Wyoming—the setting for 
her debut novel, Hardpan. A 
short film, “The Fence,” based 
on a chapter from her novel, 
was selected for the Director’s 
Award at the UCLA Film 
Festival in 2008. She has an 
MA in English from CSU East 
Bay and is an active member 
of Redwood Writers.

Hardpan, a saga about a 
young ranch family, takes 
the reader on an unsettling 
journey from rural Wyoming 
to booming California in the 
1950s. Family members have 
to dig deep to support each 
other through unexpected 
hardships during a time of 
turmoil and change.

FREE for 
members and 

guests!

Chair: Jeane Slone



Black Knight of 
Berkeley

   Nathaniel Robert 
             Winters

Born and raised in suburban 
New York, Nathaniel Robert 
Winters, an educator and 
author currently resides in the 
Napa Valley with his wife, son 
and dog. The Vietnam veteran 
earned a BA from Sonoma 
State College and a Masters 
from CSU Stanislaus. Despite 
having Parkinson’s Disease, 
he writes almost every day.

Ivan Duncan, Berkeley High 
history teacher and coach, 
suffered a brain aneurysm. 
Best friend Rich, software 
engineer, developed a chip to 
restore Alzheimer’s patients 
memories. The chip was 
implanted in Ivan’s brain 
experimentally, to save his 
life. Murders that hadn’t 
happened invaded Ivan’s 
dreams. Evil doers, beware 
the Black Knight.

Meta, a native Houstonian, 
retired to Sonoma in 2005. 
She converted to northern 
Californianism and began 
writing. Her work has 
appeared in the Sonoma 
Sun, Song of the Nightbird 
Anthology, on Sonoma 
Writers Alliance website, 
and is read at many Sonoma 
venues. Ms. Strauss also 
wrote Stories for Emma.

Inspired by real people, history 
and geography, Saving El 
Chico is a laugh-out-loud 
funny, yet relevant story of 
a small, contemporary Texas 
town dying from drought. In 
order to survive, El Chico must 
utilize the rugged courage, 
imagination and inspiration 
that Texans have known since 
the founding of their beloved 
state.

Saving El ChicoMeta Strauss Stealing HomePatsy Ann Taylor

Patsy Ann Taylor writes for 
adults and children. Her prize-
winning poetry and short 
stories have been published 
in numerous literary journals 
and anthologies. She is a 
member of Marin, Santa Rosa, 
and Napa Valley branches of 
CWC, Sisters in Crime, and 
SCBWI.

When 13-year-old Trevor 
misses his bus home to 
Napa, he is thrown into 
a world he has only seen 
from the outside––the 
world of the homeless. Hurt 
and angry with his dad 
for ruining their trip and 
sending him home alone, 
Trevor decides to have his 
own adventure: something 
to tell the kids at school.

The First to DisappearPatty Somlo

Patty Somlo has received four 
Pushcart nominations, one 
nomination for storySouth’s 
Million Writers Award, a 
Notable Essay designation in 
Best American Essays 2014, and 
has published two short story 
collections. Her forthcoming 
books are a memoir, Even 
When Trapped Behind Clouds 
(WiDo Publishing), and 
Hairway to Heaven Stories 
(Cherry Castle Publishing).

Weaving together the 
real and the fantastic, the 
18 stories in The First to 
Disappear, published by 
Spuyten Duvyil, offer a 
window into our globally 
connected world. Borders 
are broken - between fantasy 
and reality, the animal world 
and the human, and the 
countries people consider 
home.

In her early forties, Nina 
began writing poetry in 1975. 
She has poems published 
in journals and anthologies 
nationwide. Her first book 
published in 2012, If You Lived 
in Sam’s Neck, for children 
with verse and photographs. 
She has degrees in music 
education, creative arts 
and theology. She lives in 
Sebastopol.

Woman Wandering is a 
collection of fifty poems, 
spanning forty years of 
writing.  It is a poetic memoir 
of Nina’s life as a woman, as 
an artist, with Nature, her 
delights, displeasures and an 
elder wisdom to be shared.  
Nina’s creative force will 
prosper, as she continues to 
wander.

Woman Wandering 
1975  - 2015

Nina TepedinoTouch of RedemptionWaights Taylor Jr.

Waights Taylor Jr., born 
and raised in Birmingham, 
Alabama, lives in Santa Rosa, 
California. He has published 
four books: two non fiction 
and two fiction. Two of his 
books won national book 
awards. His latest book, a 
murder mystery, is entitled 
Touch of Redemption.

Touch of Redemption reads 
like an episode of HBO’s 
rural-gothic True Detective 
series. Private Detectives Joe 
McGrath and Sam Rucker 
encounter an intricate maze 
of small town graft, lakeside 
racist rituals, shape-shifting 
politicians and businessmen, 
and the occasional eccentric 
hero in Taylor’s fantastic and 
yet entirely plausible yarn. 

Author  
  Launch  

2016

Continued from 
previous page

Couch:   a life not so 
ordinary

Christina Molcillo

Growing up in the SF Bay 
Area, Christina’s inspiration 
for stories was found in the 
most unlikely of places. After 
years of doing web design, 
copywriting, and blogging, 
she realized it was time to 
start sharing them. She lives 
in Northern California with 
her husband and their two 
sons.

Carla leads an organized, 
predictable, and utterly 
ordinary life in Minnesota -
just what she’s always 
wanted.  But one weekend, 
everything changes. Her 
family secrets come back to 
haunt her, Carla’s tenants 
are revealed for who they 
truly are, the couch comes to 
life, and her life is changed 
forever.

Jan Ögren, MFT is an 
international author, 
developmental editor, public 
speaker and psychotherapist. 
Her novel, Dividing Worlds 
was published in Brazil in 
2014. Dragon Magic: Amazing 
Fables for All Ages came out in 
2015 and Choose Life, a book 
of poetry and photography 
will be available summer 
2016. www.JanOgren.net

Dragon Magic is a collection 
of fables and adventure 
stories for both children 
and adults that masterfully 
speak to the beauty and 
potential of the human spirit. 
It includes a theme index to 
assist readers in selecting 
specific fables to help with 
different life challenges and 
obstacles.

Dragon Magic 
Amazing 
Fables 
for All 
Ages

Jan Ögren Spy Lie DiePoss Pragoff

A former intelligence agent, 
Poss Pragoff has been an 
advertising copywriter, 
songwriter, magazine 
publisher and marketing 
consultant. A student of 
the history of the American 
Revolution, he lives in 
Healdsburg.

On the eve of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, three spies 
work to conceal a brilliant, 
decades-old conspiracy. 
One spy rushes to unravel 
it as the U.S.  - Russian 
confrontation heads to a 
conclusion.

The Hunt for the 
Lost Word

Marian Lindner 

Marian Lindner is the author 
of four books: San Francisco, 
The Hunt for the Lost Word, 
The Witch Lineage, and 
The Emotionally Available 
Partner. A board member of 
the CWC Redwood Writers, 
she lives in Glen Ellen with 
her husband, daughter, a 
golden -haired chow  chow 
and a little black cat.

Rabe Tafferty scrapes by 
finding and selling ancient 
treasures, and until now 
it’s always been about the 
money and the adrenaline 
of adventure. As a pawn in 
a game played by powerful 
people, Rabe finds himself 
racing against time to 
find The Lost Word, the 
hypothetical writings of Jesus 
Christ.
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&
Hot Summer Nights

Four Tuesdays in July 
of  Free Author Readings 

7-8 pm
Present

Fiction / Non-Fiction                                            
Tuesday, July 5th

Leena Prasad - iT felt Like A kiss:   
 glimpses of art in the Mission     
 District of San Francisco
Susanna Solomon - 
 Point Reyes Sheriff ’s Calls
William Haigwood - 
 A Time of Unsearchable Things
 

Molly Kurland - Successful Strokes -
 A Realistic Guide to Creating a 
 Lucrative Massage Business

Fiction / Fantasy
Tuesday, July 12th

Mara Lynn Johnstone - 
 Sweeping Changes
Christina Molcillo - 
 Couch - a life not so ordinary
Patty Somlo - 
 The First To Disappear  
 

Jo-Anne Rosen - 
 What They Don’t Know 

Fiction
Tuesday, July 19th

Waights Taylor, Jr. - 
 Touch of Redemption

Marilyn Skinner Lanier - 
 Hardpan 
Arlene Miller - 
 The Best Little Grammar Book  
 Ever! 
 

John Grayson Heide - 
 The Flight of the Pickerings

Fiction / Non-Fiction / Y/A
Tuesday, July 26th

Inga Aksamit - Highs and Lows 
 on the John Muir Trail
Skye Blaine - Bound To Love: 
 a memoir of grit and gratitude 
Marie Millard - 
 Anaheim Tales
Crissi Langwell - Reclaim Your  
 Creative Soul: The secrets to  
 organizing your full-time life to  
 make room for your craft

Copperfield’s Books
Montgomery Village

775 Village Court, Santa Rosa
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Take the Mic

Mystery

Redwood Writers member Jean Wong emcees this every-other-month literary 
delight of Sonoma County authors. Each Open Mic has a theme, but readers are 
welcome to share any writing they like. The initial reading slots are reserved for 
Redwood Writers members; then open mic spots are available for the general 
public, first come, first serve. Sign up at rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org.

 

www.RedwoodWriters.org Flyer Design by Paul Greenberg

Saturday 
July 23, 2016

10:15 A.M. - 12:15

Santa Rosa Central Library
Forum Room

211 E Street, Santa Rosa
(707) 545-0831

Redwood Writers Open Mic at the Library



Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club

Founded 1909
®

August 14th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, August 14th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org

Michele Anna Jordan is an award-winning writer and chef. She 
recently launched micheleannajordan.com, a comprehensive website 
that gathers together her passion for writing, home cooking and 
Sonoma County. The site augments her work for The Press Democrat, 
for which she currently writes two weekly columns, her radio show, 
Mouthful, in its 21st year on KRCB-FM and her books, more than 24 
to date.  Jordan grew up in the North Bay and raised her children on 
a dairy farm in Lakeville, and has studied traditional Hawaiian dance 
and culture for more than a decade. She is 
currently at work on what she has long called 
her secret project, Echo: Autobiography of a 
Sentence, a nonfiction novel–memoir, if you 
prefer–that explores one thread of her early 
life, the one that lead to her Hawaiian studies. 
Jordan lives in Sebastopol, with her two long-
haired dachshunds, Lark and Joey, and three 
cats, Poe, Rosemary and Harlequin. 

About Michele Anna Jordan

Other Happenings 

Today marks the day we are launching our 
Prompt Writing Contest, chaired by Jeanne 
Jusaitis.  Don’t know what a prompt is?  
She’ll provide details at the meeting.

      8/14/16 Meeting  redwoodwriters.org   Flyer Design by April Green

How must a writer reinvent oneself to survive in today’s world? 
Michele Anna Jordan’s professional work as a writer about food, 
wine, and farming, bridges several worlds such as pre-internet and 
post-internet, pre-culinary revolution and post-culinary revolution, 
and pre-digital and post-digital. In this talk, Jordan will explore 
how she started out, became successful, what “success” means 
to her, and how things have been impacted by the ubiquity of 
blogs, podcasts, digital photography and the downsizing of print 
publishing. Does expertise matter today? Does experience? 

Redwood Writers Presents: Michele Anna Jordan

 A Writer’s Harvest
Surviving in Today’s 
World of Publishing



 Redwood Writers 

2016 Steampunk Contest
  Definition of Steampunk: Steampunk is a subgenre of science fiction and sometimes                                                                          
               fantasy. Often set in an alternative history of the Victorian 
                                                                        era, the Wild Wild West, or in a post-apocalyptic future,     
                                                                        Steampunk is a reimagining of life in the age of 19th century   
                                                                        steam-powered machinery. Anarchy plays a big role in Steampunk.

Submit up to 2,000 words of a Steampunk story. Anything after 2,000 words will not be read. It can be a 
short story or chapter excerpts from a novel in progress. If submitting chapters from a novel, send in only 
the first 2,000 words of the novel (not parts of Chapter 3 or the middle of the novel). This is important, 
because a reader must be hooked within the first 2,000 words in order to entice them to read on.
    

       • Contest Deadline: August 14th. 
        • Work must be previously unpublished by a traditional publisher. (Self-published works are acceptable.)

    • Format: 12 point font, Times New Roman, double spaced. 
         • First page —  Center your title half way down, then begin story. Please number your pages.
    

     • DO NOT put the author’s name or contact information on the manuscript.
    • Contest fees: $8 for members, $12 for non-members.
    

    • Submit payment and upload manuscript on the Redwood Writer’s website. 
    

    • Follow submission guidelines carefully. Manuscripts will be disregarded if the 
             guidelines are not followed.
    

    • Awards: 1st place — $100, 2nd place — $50, 3rd place — $25.
    • Eligibility: Contest open to any Redwood Writer member, 
           regardless of where they reside, and to non-member residents 
           of Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino, Marin, Lake, Humboldt and 
           Solano counties.
    • Awards will be distributed at the Redwood Writers’ Club 
            meeting on October 9th.

             See reverse side for info on contest chair and judges.



Marian Lindner, Contest Chair

Marian Lindner is the author of four books: San Francisco, The Hunt 
for the Lost Word, The Witch Lineage, and The Emotionally Available 
Partner. An editor and screenwriter who loves a great story, she lives 
in Glen Ellen with her husband, daughter, a golden-haired Chow-
Chow and a little black cat. Learn more at www.marianlindner.com.

Contest Judges

Amy Gilbert
Amy Gilbert is the Associate Director of the library at Dominican 
University of California in San Rafael. She spends her days helping students 
and faculty master the difference engines that underpin subscription 
databases and the Internet. She spends her evenings reading voraciously in the 
Steampunk genre. She is a regular attendee to many of the Bay Area’s related 
events, from impromptu costume teas at the Conservatory of Flowers to the 
Edwardian Ball. She is also a member of Danse Maghreb, a local belly dance 
troup that performs yearly with Veil in the Wind at the Dickens Fair.

Rebecca Diem
Rebecca Diem is a writer, music lover and nerd. She is the author of the 
indie steampunk series, Tales of the Captain Duke, beginning with The 
Stowaway Debutante (2014), following the adventures of a defiant young 
aristocrat who saves a band of airship pirates from certain peril and talks 
her way into joining their crew. Her favorite feature of steampunk is its 
ability to disrupt and re-imagine both history and the future. She currently 
lives in Toronto, and is on a never-ending quest to find the perfect café and 
writing spot.

Ross E. Lockhart
Ross E. Lockhart is an author, anthologist, editor, publisher, and lifelong fan of 
supernatural, fantastic, speculative, and weird fiction, Lockhart is a veteran of 
small-press publishing, having edited scores of well-regarded novels of horror, 
fantasy, and science fiction. Lockhart edited the anthologies, The Book of Cthulhu 
I and II, Tales of Jack the Ripper, and The Children of Old Leech (with Justin 
Steele), Giallo Fantastique, Cthulhu Fhtagn!, and the forthcoming Eternal 
Frankenstein (October 2016). He is the author of Chick Bassist. Lockhart’s small 
press Word Horde published Molly Tanzer’s Steampunk Weird Western Vermilion, 
which NPR Books and iO9 named one of the best books of 2015. Steampunk 
authors Lockhart has worked with include Elizabeth Bear, G. D. Falksen, T. Aaron 
Payton, and Cherie Priest.He lives in Petaluma, California, with his wife Jennifer, 
hundreds of books, and Elinor Phantom, a Shih Tzu moonlighting as his editorial 
assistant.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club   redwoodwriters.org   Flyer design by April Green  



President – Sandy Baker 
VPs - Roger Lubeck, Belinda Riehl, and David Ramirez
Secretary - Marian Lindner
Treasurer - Malena Eljumaily 
Immediate Past President – Robbi Sommers Bryant  
Other Board Members - Joelle Burnette, Crissi Langwell, 
Marian Lindner, Linda L Reid, Jeane Slone, and Becky Smith

Are we lucky! Sandy Baker became our leader in June 2015 
and will continue for another year as president. This is a huge 
job and we thank Sandy for her ever cheerfulness and skill as 
she guides us through the many events and exciting tasks that 
make Redwood Writers a super club.

Founded 1909
®

 CWC/NorCal
Between the State CWC 
and NorCal (Northern 
California clubs), there 
are 6 meetings that 

your Prez or assigned volunteer attends 
throughout the year to keep relationships 
up with other branches.

 Retreat
Each year your RW Board 
and other select volunteers 
meet to review what went 

right and how to improve the club. Let Sandy 
know if you want to participate.  

Board of Directors

- 1 - 

Did you know that Redwood 
Writers has over 300 members! 
Thank you to every member 
who worked an event, came to a 
meeting or workshop, attended 
the Conference, or gave a smile to 
a fellow member. It is because of 
YOU that we are such a success!



 Roger Lubeck 
Roger has been on the 
board for two years. His 
input has been invaluable. 
And, he is the editor for our 
2017 anthology. 

Belinda Riehl 
Belinda has worked 
behind the scenes for 
many events, especially 
when it comes to 
bookkeeping issues, 
where she’s helped us 
learn new tricks. 

Carmen Appell 
Membership Chair 
Is Membership a big job? 
You bet! With over 300 
members we are fortunate 
to have Carmen’s expertise 
and big smile to go along 
with a myriad of details. 

David Ramirez
Vice President 
Back again! David is an old 
friend to Redwood Writers 
having served on the board 
several years ago. David 
is back and we are very 
pleased. David headed up 
Nominations Committee this 
year along with Jeane Slone 
and Malena Eljumaily. 

Malena Eljumaily
Treasurer
After serving for three 
years as Secretary, Malena 
has moved over to 
Treasurer. An important 
job that needs a cool head 
and warm heart to stay 
focused. Cristina Goulart 
is Assistant Treasurer, 
picking up mail and sorting 
to correct destination. 

- 2 - 

Marian Lindner 
Secretary 
Marian served as General 
Contest Chair for two 
years and now moves to 
Secretary. It is not easy 
taking all those notes for 
this dynamic club! 



S taying In Touch
Communication is one of the keys to Redwood Writers success. 

These volunteers spend hundreds of hours to keep us informed and connected.

- 3 - 

Margarite Olmos – PR Director/Internal 
Who gets all those hundreds of handouts designed and printed? 
A very busy and detailed job that Margarite does with that magic smile.

Rebecca Smith – PR Director/External 
Press Releases and connections to outside our club are handled by Becky. Her business 
background has been helpful in our board discussions.

Joelle Burnette - Website Editor
She makes us look professional! Our website is one of the vital communication tools for our 
club. Joelle designed and keeps current the best site among the 21 CWC clubs.

Crissi Langwell - Newsletter Chief Editor 
If you want to see everything RW does at a glance, don’t miss the monthly newsletter. 
Crissi makes it fun too with extra articles and such. Her team includes:
Acquisitions Editor Juanita Martin; Spotlight Editor Robert Digitale; Copy Editors Marie 
Millard, Belinda Riehl, Elspeth Benton and Teresa Henry.

Christina Molcillo - Social Media Editor  
Our FaceBook site is fabulous and professional looking. New to RW, Christina writes every 
day on our FB page. Visit often and help spread the word, add photos and join in helping to 
keep RW in the news.

Robbi S Bryant – Website Calendar
Keeping 300 members up to date on the dates is not easy.
Thanks, Robbi !

New Member Meet Ups  
Open to ALL members, new or not…come along for the fun! 
Every other month new members are welcomed to information meeting held at President Sandy Baker’s home 
to get acquainted with RW and meet one another. Others who helped out are Jan Rowley, Linda L Reid, and 
Membership Chair Carmen Appell.



       RW's 5th Play Contest and Festival
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              Redwood Writers in Print

2015 Anthology: Journeys: On the Road & Off the Map
Editor Amber Lea Starfire and her editorial team Helen Sedwick and Kate Farrell, launched RW’s 
10th anniversary edition in September 2015. Thank you so much!

2016 Anthology: From the Deep Part of the Well
Editor Roger Lubeck and his team have gotten through over 120 submissions and are now working 
with authors on rewrites. Team: Fran Claggett, Susan Gunter, Eugene McCreary, and 
Jan Rowley. 

2016 Poetry Anthology: Stolen Light
Editor Fran Claggett can be very proud of RW’s second poetry anthology, launched in April. 
This is a beautiful book with 112 poems from 59 members. Working with Fran were Susan Gunter, 
Les Bernstein, Joan Brown and Crystal Ockenfuss.

Anthology Launch Party    September 2015 

Editor Amber Lea Starfire

A grand time was had by all at the Launch Party for our 10th annual anthology. Party was held in Linda and Harry Reid's 
lovely garden where a crowd of 60 members heard readings from the book.



Non-Fiction Contest 
Chair: Waights Taylor 
Announced Winners: Natasha 
Yim, Christopher Retner, and 
Anga Aksamit. 

Natasha Yim has 
stepped into position 
of General Contest 
Chair, replacing Marian 
Lindner. Each year 
RW sponsors several 
contests.

Betty Les, Pat Huffaker, Chair Susan 
Gunter, Bob Shafer, Jing Li, and 
Pamela Heck.

Memoir Contest Winners Genre Contest
Chair: Ana Manwaring

Chair Marian Lindner launched 
this fun contest in May. 

Steampunk Contest

Winners: 
                                          Bo Kerns, Patsy Ann Taylor,                   
                                          and Mike Bartos

Contests and Winners
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                  Play Contest and Festival

This May marks the 6th year of Short Play Contest and Festival in coordination with 6th Street Playhouse. 
Seven winning playwrights saw their work in full production. The Opening Night Party Fun-Raiser was tons of 
fun. Thanks to Linda L Reid as chair and party-team of Sandy Baker, Susan Gunter, Teresa Henry, Elspbeth 
Benton, Belinda Riehl, Briahn Kelly-Brennan, Joelle Burnette, Crissi Langwell and Christina Molcillo, Rebecca 
Smith, and Al King who donated his award winning wine.

Winning Playwrights for 2016 Contest

Jack Fender, Roger Lubeck, Jane Wilder, Sunil Maulik 
(Not shown Rod McFadden, Paul McCormick, Scott Lummer)
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Fiction Writers Book Club

Hot Summer Nights 
Under Pam Fender’s guidance, folks gather at Copperfield’s books in Montgomery Village every Tuesday 
in July to hear readings from four RW authors. That’s 16 RW members who are selected to show off their 
work. Hooray! Pam also chairs eScrip!

Left: Pam Fender   Center: David Hopper, Shiri Graves,      
                                Waights Taylor, Linda L Reid  

Redwood Writers & Copperfield's Books

Right: Wendell Williams, Auriela McCarthy, 
Ann Hutchinson, Lee Gant

RW is proud of our affiliation with Copperfield’s Books, the largest book store chain in the county. 
Together the two organizations provide quality readings in a book store setting. Perfect and fun for all.

Fiction Writers Book Club at Copperfield’s - 
Thonie Hevron and Billie Settles
Six RW authors are featured each month, 
January through June.

Featured here are co-chairs Billie and Thonie, 
along with this year’s lucky authors, Marilyn S 
Lanier, Marilyn Campbell, Linda L Reid, Gilbert 
Mansergh (sort of) and Thonie Hevron. Author 
Marian Lindner is shown in action.
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Workshops
We had fabulous workshops this year, chaired by Helen Sedwick (left) and Malena Eljumaily (center). 
Thank you to Roger Lubeck for organizing a workshop around the anthology and Fran Claggett who 
did same for Poetry Anthology. Photo on the right is of Amanda McTigue leading the Pitch Workshop.

This is the large group of folks who get us into our monthly meetings 
and tend the various tables offering merchandise and handouts. 
Teresa Henry headed up part of 2015, then Paul and Nancy took 
over to lead the team, including: Al King, Kathryn Miller,  Amanda 
McTigue,  Elspbeth Benton,  Sher Gamard,  Belinda Riehl,  Arletta 
Dawdy,  Julie Henig,  Carmen Appell,  Betty Les,  Ilene English,  
Jeannette Koshar,  Linda Rouse,  Mara Johnstone, Marcia Hart,  
Melanie Johnson,  Sheldon Weiss, Valerie Kelsay,  and Angela 
Froschl. Plus, Marilyn Lanier, Membership Manager at door.

S peaker Team Who is responsible for 
securing speakers for our 
monthly meetings? Please 
thank these volunteers 
for an important job done 
well! Linda L. Reid and Skye 
Blaine, Thonie Hevron, 
Karen Hart, and Waights 
Taylor. 

Registration Team 
Nancy Baum & Paul Greenberg

Member in Spotlight 
Robert Digitale

Each month one member 
interviews another member to 
be published in the newsletter. 
Robert keeps tabs on who is 
doing whom. These articles 
offer us a chance to get better 
acquainted with each other. 

Juanita Martin – Poets Corner
Our poets have an opportunity 
to shine in each newsletter by 
submitting poems to Juanita’s 
column.

**********
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Redwood Salon
A loved event, headed up by Sher Gamard, the Salon is held every other month 
in a member’s home. This is a social gathering where fellow writers can get 
acquainted, enjoy potluck and hear each other’s work. 

Hosts for June 2015 to June 2016 included: Amanda McTigue, Skye Blaine, 
Deborah Taylor-French, Jan Ogren, Sher Gamard, Sandy Baker, and Pamela & Jack 
Fender. 

A loved event, headed up by Sher Gamard, the Salon is held every other month 
in a member’s home. This is a social gathering where fellow writers can get 
acquainted, enjoy potluck and hear each other’s work. Hosts for June 2015 to 
June 2016 included: Amanda McTigue, Skye Blaine, Deborah Taylor-French, Jan 
Ogren, Sher Gamard, Sandy Baker, and Pamela & Jack Fender. 

Read Your Pearls!

Open Mic at Library – Jean Wong
 You must admit that Jean’s gang looks relaxed. They meet at Central Library in 
Santa Rosa. Watch for notices and don’t miss the fun! 

Open Mic at Gaia’s Garden in Santa Rosa – Robin Moore, Abby Bogomolny and 
Dmitri Morningstar. Open Mics welcome all RW members and the public. 
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Pen to Published Writers Conference

Robbi S Bryant and Bill Haigwood co-chaired with President Sandy Baker as their right 
hand. A day of learning, fun and friends. Working toward this success for a year were 
the following team members:  Dmitri Morningstar, Paul Greenberg, Pam Fender, Jack 
Fender, Charles Markee, Joelle Burnette, Belinda Riehl, Brenda Bellinger, Robert Digitale, 
and Linda L. Reid.

April 23, 2016

Critique Groups - Marie Judson
Want to form a 
Critique Group. 
Never an easy 
proposition but 
very important to 
every writer. 

Contact Marie and she will put you in 
touch with others who are looking. 

Who keeps the 
records on all the 
administration and 
goings on for this 
club?  Susan has a 
big job jumbling both 
hard copy and digital 
data. Thanks!

Susan Littlefield – Historian



The Author Support Group, held 
prior to general meetings, has been 
a huge success. Members and guests 
are welcome to  join in discussion 
about all matters of writing and 
producing their work. Thanks to 
group leader Deborah Taylor-French 
and assistant Jeanne Jusaitis.

Deborah Taylor-French                 Jeanne Jusaitis

Author Support Group

Author Launch
Every July the regular 
meeting is turned over to 
Chair Jeane Slone who 
presents 18 members and 
their new publications. 
Entrance is FREE to 
members and guest as we 
enjoy readings and the 
celebration of new books. 

"All congrats and complaints gladly accepted for the 
development of this rag by yours truly, Linda L Reid "

Photo:  Linda L. Reid and husband, Harry Reid
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