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May 15, 2016 
Facts in Fiction: 

How Research Can Help You Get the 
Facts Straight and Prime Your 

Imagination 
 

 

With Jean Hegland 
Whether it’s making sure the Eiffel Tower 

Restaurant was actually open on that October 
night in 1972 when the lovers in your short story 
first arrive in Paris, or being able to describe how 
the doctor took the bullet from the villain’s 
shoulder, getting the facts straight is crucial to 
making fiction authentic and believable. Research 
can be a powerful tool for sparking ideas while 
writing. Novelist Jean Hegland will discuss 
how writers can use research to help shape plots, 
understand characters, and create vivid settings 
for their work. She will also share tips on 
why, when, and how to conduct research for 
fiction. 

Jean Hegland is the author of the novels Into 
the Forest, Windfalls, and Still Time, and a 
nonfiction work, The Life Within: Celebration of 
Pregnancy. Into the Forest has been translated 
into twelve languages and is a frequent choice for 
campus and community-wide reading programs. 
A film version starring Ellen Page and Evan 
Rachel Wood is scheduled for release in 2016. 
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:   Sunday, May 15 (3rd Sunday!) 
Time:    2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register &  
  mingle with other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  
  Empire Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $10/nonmembers 
Info:      www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood Writers 
events and happenings, contest deadlines and 

more? Check out our calendar at 
redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

Jean is a frequent presenter at writers’ 
conferences and has taught creative writing for 
many years, both in California and abroad. She 
lives in the Northern Californian woods where 
she is always at work on another book.  

Visit Jean’s website at jean-hegland.com.  

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/calendar/
http://jean-hegland.com/
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BOARD BUZZ 
Moving Out of Your Comfort Zone as an Author 

By Jeane Slone 
  
In the years I have been an author, there are two things I’ve learned 

that have become vital to my writing career. First is to write every day to 
keep the flow of your story, even when you are traveling. Second is to 
have as many “hands on” experiences as possible to enhance and make 
your writing more accurate.   

This latter tip has shaped my novels extensively, and has often placed 
me far outside my comfort zone. I have conducted interviews with many 
people, jumped out of an airplane, transmitted Morse code on a WW II 
transmitter, attended a welding class, visited a photo lab to watch the 
development of black and white film, and have toured the Military 
Intelligence Museum in England  to see spy equipment. Presently, I am 
touring real Speakeasies because I am writing about Prohibition.  

When my first book, She Flew Bombers, was published, it felt like a 
long pregnancy and a wonderful birth. After the excitement subsided and 
all my friends bought my book, I wondered, “Now what?”  

Not wanting the momentum for my book to die, I placed it for sale in 
my local coffee shop, The Bean Affair. At this time, other Redwood Writers began approaching me to 
distribute their books, as well. This was when I discovered I enjoyed selling other authors’ books because I 
knew them. Thus, the Local Authors Distribution was created.  

This business has been incredibly rewarding—something I never would have experienced had I not 
stepped out of my comfort zone. It has also been full of challenges—hiring assistants, physically carrying 
books around, and finding new shops to carry the books because the shop doesn’t always remain open. 
Heading up the Local Authors Distribution involves getting new books, returning unsold books, and 
collecting money from all the shops. There is a lot of work involved. However, when I think about quitting 
this small business, I know I would miss marketing my own books and meeting new authors. I enjoy 
rewarding authors with payment for their books, and being exposed to a wide variety of genres.  

Another project that has brought me out of my comfort zone is Dining with Local Authors. This event 
began as an idea of Ari Camarota, co-owner and manager of Gaia’s Garden in Santa Rosa. Ari approached 
me in 2011 to emcee this event at the restaurant. The idea was to invite five local authors to dine with the 
general audience, and then read and sell their books at the event. My first reaction to his idea was to say, 
“I’m not an emcee, but I’ll try it this once.” I’ve been the emcee of this event ever since.  

Finally, I was placed out of my comfort zone when Gary Carnivale, producer of a TV community cable 
station, asked me to be the host of his show when his host quit. I had never been on television, but I agreed 
to do it, anyway. I’m so glad I did. Because I pushed myself, I have been able to meet and interview many 
authors.  

Being an author doesn’t just mean sitting behind a keyboard and typing. It also means stepping outside 
your comfort zone to both further your career and to connect with others in the same profession. I’ve had an 
extremely rewarding “second career” since joining Redwood Writers, and I strongly believe in its motto: 
Writers Helping Writers!        

___ 
 
Jeane Slone is the author of three historical fictions, She Flew Bombers, She Built Ships, and She Was An 

American Spy During WW II. She has been a member of Redwood Writers since 2009. Visit her website at 
jeaneslone.com. 

http://jeaneslone.com/
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 

CRISSI LANGWELL 

    
 

By Joelle Burnette 
 

While a dizzying bounty of modern 
distractions set most people astray from achieving 
goals, Crissi Langwell balances her hectic world's 
myriad responsibilities with writing books at an 
enviable pace that would render any seasoned 
author green. 

"I always wanted to write a book, but it seemed 
like such a huge thing to accomplish," Crissi said. 
But she tackled that previously formidable hurdle. 
"Once the first one was published, it became easier 
and easier to write books and publish them." 

Since writing her first book three years ago, 
Crissi has published a staggering seven books, 
including her latest, Reclaim Your Creative Soul, 
written in response to many questions about "how 
I’ve been able to write books, carry on a full-time 
job, raise a family, and volunteer."  

Beyond her work in the Press Democrat 
newsroom as an online content producer, Crissi is 
active in her church, and she and her husband 
share a blended family that includes three 
teenagers and the family's rebellious teenage dog. 

Crissi joined Redwood Writers in 2013 while 
writing a story for the newspaper about self-
published authors. It was then that she attended her 
first Redwood Writers meeting to interview that 
month's speaker. By meeting's end, she applied for 
membership. "It’s been a wonderful way for me to 
become more connected and meet other writers," 
she said.  

By 2014, Crissi became the club’s newsletter 
editor and was invited to join the board. She said 
she loves creating the monthly newsletter, 
comparing the design process to assembling a 
puzzle. "There’s so much satisfaction once it’s 
complete." 

When approaching writing projects, Crissi 
relies on organization and outlines. No matter the 
source of her writing ideas—inspired by anything 
from a news story to a dream—once an idea is 
triggered, she further develops the concept by 
creating bios of each character. Climbing into 
characters' heads is a key step before revealing 
any characters in stories, and the bios and outline 
serve as rehearsal before mapping chapters. 

"This allows the writing process to go a lot 
faster and it helps to keep details consistent," she 
added. If ever the opportunity arose, she said, 
she'd enjoy comparing planning strategies with 
J.K. Rowling to discover how the Harry Potter 
series author controlled her complicated web of 
details. 

Crissi writes several genres, but surely 
Rowling's tips could apply to her favorite genre, 
magical realism. However, a book won't exist 
unless you have the confidence to try and the 
perseverance to make writing routine—good 
advice she'd offer if she could advise her younger 
self. 

"When I stop the broken record of doubt 
playing in my mind and just move forward with 
determination, I find that I can accomplish a lot," 
Crissi said. "I wasted so much time holding back 
with my writing because I was afraid I wasn’t 
good enough."  

The remedy? Practice. 
"Write every day! No excuses." Write a few 

paragraphs or several pages, she added. "You have 
to keep that writing muscle well-conditioned." 

Read more about Crissi’s books at 
CrissiLangwell.com. You can also check out the 
services she offers to indie authors at 
NorthCoastStories.com. 

 

http://crissilangwell.com/
http://northcoaststories.com/
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Redwood Writers “Pen to Published” Writers Conference 2016 
  
On Saturday, April 23, Redwood Writers held their biennial writers conference at the Flamingo Resort in 

Santa Rosa. Here are a few pictures from the event. To see more pictures, visit our Facebook page at 
facebook.com/RedwoodWriters. 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RedwoodWriters/
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  POETRY PLACE 

 

Poetry Place is a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two will be 
selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space available. 
Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work 
best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month 
to be included in the following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

Three Generations 
Decorate Eggs 
—Catharine Bramkamp 
 
She 
Drowns her eggs in glue 
And scatters out the glitter 
You  
Argue for pattern, theme 
I’m here to say 
Give up—today 
You’ll be cleaning up that 
glitter 
For years. 

Drama on the Wenatchee River 
—Nina Tepedino 
 
Salmon spawns 
With circling triangle fin, 
Where ancient destination repeats. 
On opposite bank 
my Tai Chi moves distracted 
By this fertility dance of death. 
Osprey follows sound of splash, 
As fly fisherman lures the silver survivor 
Played with for sport, 
Released to finish life’s cycle. 
With thrust, kick, and spin, 
I bow to bless 
The unfinished upstream journey. 
 
 
 

Let the Current Decide 
—Roger Lubeck 
 
The water is deep and wide 
As my fear,  
So I take your hand to cross, 
Lest the unforgiving current  
Of our history pull us under. 
 
Our lives, 
Sapped of strength 
Are no longer resilient, 
No longer buoyant. 
 
Love, once sharp and intense 
Is a tarnished blade 
That releases  
your hand from mine. 
 
I feel the current’s pull 
Swiftly deciding 
Who goes ahead, 
And who is left behind. 
 

Changing Seasons 
—Juanita J. Martin 
 
Rust-colored leaves are painted  
on hardened clay canvas 
a rare morning sun hangs low 
The fire sizzles with fresh-cut wood 
As squirrels scurry around 
Wafts of golden-brown turkey  
Are carried by the wind 
I revel in the symphony  
As autumn whispers  
are complete sighs  
in my mouth 
 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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BALANCING THE EMOTIONAL SCALES 
WHILE MARKETING YOUR BOOK 

By Patty Somlo 
 

A therapist of mine used to say to me, “You can hold both.” What she meant 
by this advice was that intense feelings are often complicated and rarely black 
and white. I hear her words echoing often in my mind these days, as I navigate 
the emotionally treacherous waters every writer faces when asking the world to 
pay attention to her work. In other words, I’m talking about the moment when a 
writer, after months or years of first, second, third, and fourth drafts, at long last 
publishes a book. 

There is a great deal of advice out there for how to promote your book, from 
“cover design secrets to manipulate readers into buying” to how often to tweet 
about your work. But it’s difficult to find honest counsel on dealing with the 
emotional toll that asking strangers to pay money for your words can take. 

As we writers know, people who love sitting alone in a room putting words 
down on paper—or tapping them into a computer—have a special love of 
solitude. When the words flow, the writing space is a welcoming garden, so fulfilling that there is no need 
for a single other soul. A person who enjoys time alone sometimes has difficulty shouting to the world, 
“Hey, look at me!” But that is what a writer must do, in order to sell his or her book. 

Inevitably, there will be disappointments in marketing your book. Some promotional efforts, no matter 
how skillful or guaranteed by others, will fall flat. You might get lots of positive attention, for instance, that 
doesn’t result in a single sale. Or you may approach fans of your previous work who don’t respond. 

That’s when you can hold both becomes helpful. It reminds us that it’s good to let ourselves feel 
disappointed and even discouraged. For a few moments, you might go ahead and resent other writers who 
seem to have it so much easier than you. 

But then you can balance the emotional scales by holding both. You can remind yourself that unlike all 
those people who’ve told you how much they want to write but don’t, you have sat down for hour upon 
hour, month after month, and have written 
an entire book. At this point, it’s good to 
remember that even with marketing 
efforts that didn’t succeed, you learned 
something and you tried. You can let the 
voice that encouraged you every day to 
keep working on your novel come up and 
remind you that developing a following 
takes time, and the next many things you 
do might pay off. 

Finally, and most important, take a 
moment to recall how you felt while 
writing the book, when everything was 
working and you were lost in the words. 
Because that, in the end, is why you dive 
into these sometimes difficult but more 
often wonderful waters to be a writer. 
––– 
Patty Somlo is the author of From Here to There and Other Stories and The First to Disappear. She has two 
forthcoming books: Even When Trapped Behind Clouds and Hairway to Heaven Stories. Learn more at 
pattysomlo.com.  

May Events 
 
May 1:  DEADLINE! Hot Summer Nights 
May 1:  DEADLINE! Author Book Launch books due 
May 7:  Library Take the Mic 
May 10:  Poetry submissions due for newsletter 
May 12:  Play Festival FUN-raiser 
May 13-15: Play Festival 
May 15:  General Meeting 
May 15:  Newsletter submissions due 
May 18:  New Member Orientation 
May 19-22:  Play Festival 
May 24:  RW Spotlight on Fiction Book Club 

  
 

       
      
     
       
      

http://www.pattysomlo.com/
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THE GRAMMAR BOUTIQUE 

Robbi Sommers Bryant, editor 
 

Worse or Worst 
 
Does the choice between using worse or worst have you stumped? Want 

to know the secret? Here are several rules to help you make that decision 
and a link to a great website to find awesome examples. 

 
1. Know the definition of worse. Worse means "of more inferior quality, 

value, or condition; more unfavorable, difficult, or unpleasant; more faulty, 
unsuitable, or incorrect.” Worse is a form of the word bad. 

2. Use worse to compare two things:  
I think Edgar Allen Poe’s life was worse than Steven King’s. 
3. Use worse to describe something in a state of deterioration. The 

torture scene in the movie gets worse with time. 
4. Use worse with than.  
A snowstorm on the drive to Tahoe is worse than rain. 
5. Be aware of implied comparisons:  In some sentences, the than is 

implied. That means there won't be two things being compared in the sentence; the second thing will be 
implied. 

Jim and Cathy are bad cooks, but Carol is worse. 
 
Using Worst Correctly 
 
1. Know the definition of worst. Worst means "worse than all the others; least helpful or skillful; most 

unfavorable or corrupt." Worst is also a form of the word bad. 
2. Use worst to state that one thing is inferior to multiple other things. Sorting through recyclables is 

worse than sifting through garbage, but working with sewage is the worst. 
3. Understand the –er and –est correlation. Worse and 

worst correspond to words like colder and coldest. Worse is 
used when using er. Worst is used with est. 

4. Worst comes after the word the.  
This is the worst date I’ve ever had. 
5. Be aware when the comparison is implied. Use worst 

to compare something to other things that are implied but not 
mentioned outright.  

The English Patient was the worst movie. 
 
For more, check out wikihow.com/Use-Worse-and-Worst. 
 

 

AUTHOR LAUNCH 2016 
 
There are a few openings in Author 
Launch. Please visit the Redwood 
Writers website and submit a form if 
you want to be one of the authors in the 
event. You must have a new book 
published between the months of May 
2015-May 2016. To sign up, visit 
redwoodwriters.org/author-launch-2016. 

http://www.wikihow.com/Use-Worse-and-Worst
http://redwoodwriters.org/author-launch-2016/
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR REDWOOD WRITER MEMBERSHIP! 

 
Dear Redwood Writers: 

Redwood Writers takes great pride in the fact that we are the largest 
and most active of all of the branches under the California Writers Club 
umbrella. From our monthly speakers on a full range of topics that are 
helpful to writers, to salons and critique groups, to our fabulously 
successful conference in April, there is ALWAYS something going on. 
We truly are “writers helping writers!” 

Starting on May 1, 2016 we can begin to accept your renewals or 
new memberships for our fiscal year 2017. Please go to our website 
redwoodwriters.org and click “Join/Renew” on the left hand side. The 
renewal fee is $45 and will ensure your membership through June 30, 
2017. New members may also join between May 1, 2016 and July 31, 
2016 for the full year membership fee of $65, and the membership is 
valid through June 30, 2017.  

For your convenience, you may also include your meeting fees with 
your renewal by choosing to become an Express Member. If you want 
to become an Express Member, add $50 dollars to your renewal fee (or 
new member fee) and you will save $10. An added benefit to this 
option is you will not have to wait in line to register at the monthly 
meetings! 

The renewal period is only open from May 1 through July 31, so please get your renewal in by that date. 
If you do not renew by July 31, 2016, you will be required to pay the full $65 as a new member. So, don’t 
procrastinate! Renew now while you’re thinking about it! DON’T DELAY! 

 
Carmen Appell 
Membership Chair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you're in the market for a critique group, I act as a clearinghouse (volunteer) for those looking to 
form one or add members. Just e-mail me with your genre. I send out a new list, and you can respond to 
all or select a few for discussion about approach, time, and location. People meet in homes or cafes, or 
come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms.  

Side note: I have years of experience with writing groups and highly recommend them! They provide 
deadlines and hopefully give feedback on things like word repetition, grammar, public reading style, 
plot, and other nuances. It makes a vast difference to share our work along the way. I recommend 
reading aloud, too!  

If interested, contact me, Marie Judson-Rosier, at mariejudson@gmail.com, and I'll add you to the 
list. You can request to be removed at any time. 

 

 

 

http://redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
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Photos ~ Author Showcase & Symposium 
 
A few members of Redwood Writers represented our club and shared their published works at the 2nd 

Annual Local Author Showcase & Symposium at the Rohnert Park-Cotati Regional Library on Saturday, 
April 2. Here are a few photos from the event.  
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EXCITING CWC MEMBER BENEFIT  
AT THE BAY AREA BOOK FESTIVAL 

By Joyce Krieg, Central Coast branch, CWC Vice-president 
  
The California Writers Club-NorCal Group takes great pleasure in 

announcing an exciting opportunity just for you, our members. This year, 
CWC-NorCal Group has reserved a booth at the second annual Bay Area 
Book Festival, and is offering the opportunity for CWC members to sell 
their books at the booth—at no cost! 

The Bay Area Book Festival takes place Saturday and Sunday, June 4 
and 5, in downtown Berkeley in and around Civic Center Park. Hours are 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days. Last year, this free event drew some 50,000 
people, 300 author/speakers, and 160 vendors. This year, CWC will be one 
of the exhibitors. 

Details are still being worked out, but here is what we can tell you: 
CWC members are invited to sell their books and/or promote their writing-related business at our booth at 

no cost to the member. 
You must have a current seller’s permit from the State Board of Equalization if you plan to actually sell 

anything. 
You must be present in the booth and handle all details of making the sale. No dropping off books and 

expecting others to sell them for you!  
Shifts will be set up on two-hour intervals. You must remove yourself, your books, and all other 

promotional materials at the end of your two-hour shift.  
Shift assignments will be made either on a first-come, first-served basis or by lottery, depending on 

demand. You may not sign up for more than one shift unless all other interested CWC members are 
accommodated. 

You may use your shift to promote a writing-related business (editing, book design, PR, etc.) in lieu of 
selling books. 

This opportunity is available only to current members of CWC.  
If this sounds like something you’d like to do, add your name to the master list by sending an email to 

Joyce Krieg of the Central Coast branch, pacificgrovejoyce@gmail.com. Even if you have already signed up 
or indicated interest to someone at your home branch, please add your name to Joyce’s master list. Put “Bay 
Area Book Festival” in the subject field and indicate your home branch in the body of the email.  

We’ll be sending detailed information as to how to reserve a spot on or around May 10. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Redwood Writers general meeting in 
April, Arlene Miller shared grammar tips 
galore. What did you take away from her 
presentation? Visit our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/RedwoodWriters and let 
us know.   

mailto:pacificgrovejoyce@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/RedwoodWriters
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The Point Reyes Light published my short stories, "Twenty-Two Twenty-Seven" and 
“Darlene.” Also, I was recently on KWMR radio with station manager, Amanda 
Eichstaedt, on her program, “Swimming Upstream.” — Susanna Solomon  
 
 

I’m teaching a Basic Scrivener workshop for the SCBWI (Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators) in Contra Costa on April 30, 2 - 4 pm. You don’t have to be a 
SCBWI member to attend. Come learn how to use Scrivener's powerful writing and 
organizational tools. For more information or to register, go to bit.ly/1qPytD2.  
— Natasha Yim 
 

 
On Saturday, May 14, 2-4 p.m., join author Jennifer Alvarez in her interactive 
discussion, “Which Publishing Route is Right for My Book?” This discussion will 
provide a deeper understanding of the traditional, hybrid, and self-publishing process, 
and will help you make the best decision for your book. This is a part of the Sonoma 
County North Bay Meeting Series of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and 
Illustrators (SCBWI), held at the Sebastopol Center for the Arts at 282 S. High Street 
(left side door). Donation $10 for members, $20 for non-members with pre-registration 
on-line. $15 for members, $25 for non-members at the door. For more information, 
email ctmarkee@gmail.com. — Charles Markee 

 
 
 
My debut novel, San Francisco, just received an Honorable Mention in the Los 
Angeles Book Festival! Please visit www.marianlindner.com for more information. 
— Marian Lindner 
 
 

Hello Redwood Writers! I'm the winner of New Millennium Writing's prize for 
Flash Fiction for a story called "The Envelope Trick." To read it, with an 
opportunity to comment, see: www.newmillenniumwritings.org/blog/41st-flash-
fiction-award-winner. I've fallen in love with the micro mode (and am at work 
on a memoir told in tapas) so this surprise of an award definitely seals my 
relationship with the genre. It's also gratifying to see validation in American 
letters for a political theme such as the one address in "The Envelope Trick"—

New Millennium, indeed! — Adrianne Aron, Berkeley Branch 

http://bit.ly/1qPytD2
mailto:ctmarkee@gmail.com
http://www.marianlindner.com/
http://www.newmillenniumwritings.org/blog/41st-flash-fiction-award-winner
http://www.newmillenniumwritings.org/blog/41st-flash-fiction-award-winner
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REDWOOD WRITERS BOOK CLUB 
 

 
Come support Gil Mansergh on April 26th at 
Copperfield's Montgomery Village. How did a 
bearded guy like Gil make up some of those 
great stories in The Marvelous Journals of Miss 
Virginia Pettingill? Ask him in person! 
 
On May 29th, Thonie Hevron will read and 
discuss her book, Intent to Hold.  
 
Mansergh and Hevron are authors of the featured 
Book Club selections for the Copperfield’s 
MV/Redwood Writers book club's April and 
May meetings. Held on the last Tuesday of the 
month at Copperfield’s Montgomery Village, the 
events feature readings and Q & A beginning at 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. It's a free, fun evening. 

 
 

DINE WITH LOCAL AUTHORS 
 

 
 

Five authors will read from their books,  
followed by a Q & A. 

 
Monday, May 9 from 6-8 p.m. 

Gaia's Garden 
1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
My Leash On Life, Pet Memoir by Lenore Hirsch 
Love And The Mystery of Betrayal, Psychology 

Thriller by Sandra Lee Dennis, PhD 
Highs And Lows On The John Muir Trail, 

Memoir by Inga Aksamit 
Mini Storage Stories, Short Stories by Dan 

Murdock 
Rose of Sharon, Historical Fiction by Arletta 

Dawdy 
 

For reservations: info@jeaneslone.com or 
544-2491. Minimum $5.00 food purchase. 

 

mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Mary Lynn Archibald and  
   Juanita J. Martin 

The MC will be Robin Moore 
 

Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Date:  Saturday, May 28 
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: Gaia’s Garden,  
1899 Mendocino Ave.,  
Santa Rosa 

 June Open Mic ~ 2016 Poetry Anthology 
 

In celebration of the 2016 Redwood Writers Poetry Anthology 
we’re going to slightly rearrange the format of the June 25th 
Open Mic. Our Featured Readers that day will be Fran Claggett, 
editor of the Poetry Anthology, and several poets published in 
the anthology. We plan to emphasize Redwood Writers poets 
that day and hope many of you will come out to join in the 
Open Mic celebration. It’ll be held at Gaia’s Garden, 1899 N. 
Mendocino Avenue in Santa Rosa from 2 to 4 p.m. Open Mic 
readings will be limited to five minute sessions. Sign ups for the 
open mic start at 1:30 p.m. that day. All writers, poets and 
guests are welcome. For further information on other dates for 
Poetry Anthology special readings contact Fran Claggett, 
fran.claggett@gmail.com. For general information on the RW 
Open Mics contact Robin Moore: rockridge6532@comcast.net 
or www.robinofrockridge.com. 

 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic/
mailto:fran.claggett@gmail.com
http://www.robinofrockridge.com/
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Author Support Group 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt 
to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs 
appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare 
and advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-
French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah 
prefers you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 
 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their 
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and 
selected restaurants. 
There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the 
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic. 
How to sign up? Read on... 
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% of 
your purchases at places like Amazon, Expedia, Target, Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Petco, Petsmart, and over 800 other merchants, 
including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be a registered eScrip shopper. 

• Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
• Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.” 

It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers!  
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com  
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 
 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
mailto:pdfender@yahoo.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

 
Because I have already used up enough of this 

newsletter by being this month’s Member in the 
Spotlight (thank you, Joelle Burnette, for choosing 
me!), I leave you with a recent blog post I wrote on 
author visibility. You can read the whole post at 
northcoaststories.com/2015/10/17/how-will-readers-
find-you. 

How are your readers finding you? 
Every author needs the following: 
Website/blog: This is the part of the internet that 

you own. Here is where you can create a page for all of 
your books (complete with what they’re about and 
where to buy), share a little bit about yourself, and list 
every place readers can find you on the web. With a 
blog, you can draw readers in with occasional essays, 
thoughts, and stories. A regularly updated blog also 
helps your website to show up better in Google 
searches, and will allow new readers to discover you. 

Online retailer author page: If you sell your 
books on Amazon, you must create your own author 
page on that retailer site. Same goes for other online 
retailers where your book is for sale. Readers who 
enjoy your books are going to want to know a little 
more about you and what other books you have 
written. Wouldn’t you like to control the information 
they find? Creating an online retailer author page is 
very simple, and is an absolute must. For Amazon, do 
this at authorcentral.amazon.com.  

Goodreads author page: Goodreads is where the 
readers are. Give them an easy way to find your books. 
By owning your author page on Goodreads, you can 
have control over the books under your name, and 
share news about any upcoming book releases to 
potential readers. Create your author page at 
goodreads.com/author/program.  

Social media: Having a Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, etc. helps you to brand your name as an 
author. Since you are branding your name, it’s 
incredibly important for these social media channels to 
be under your author name and not as your book. Also, 
sharing on social media is just one more way for your 
name to be near the top of online searches. With social 
media, think about which ones you will honestly 
update, and go from there. At the very least, you 
should have a Facebook page, which you should try to 
update regularly. Not sure what to post? I included a 
few ideas at northcoaststories.com/2015/09/23/what-
should-you-post-to-facebook. 

Here’s to connecting with more readers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Hotel, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Henry 

 

https://northcoaststories.com/2015/10/17/how-will-readers-find-you/
https://northcoaststories.com/2015/10/17/how-will-readers-find-you/
https://authorcentral.amazon.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/program
https://northcoaststories.com/2015/09/23/what-should-you-post-to-facebook/
https://northcoaststories.com/2015/09/23/what-should-you-post-to-facebook/
mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com


Whether it’s making sure the Eiffel Tower Restaurant was 
actually open on that October night in 1972 when the lovers 
in your short story first arrive in Paris, or being able to describe 
how the doctor took the bullet from the villan’s shoulder, 
getting the facts straight is crucial to making fiction authentic 
and believable. Research can be a powerful tool for sparking 
ideas while writing. Novelist Jean Hegland will discuss how 
writers can use research to help shape plots, understand 
characters, and create vivid settings for their work. She will 
also share tips on why, when, and how to conduct research for 
fiction.

About Jean Hegland
Jean Hegland is the author of the novels Into the Forest, Windfalls, 
and Still Time and a nonfiction work, The Life Within: Celebration of 
Pregnancy.  Into the Forest has been translated into twelve 
languages and is a frequent choice for campus and community-
wide reading programs. A film 
version starring Ellen Page and 
Evan Rachel Wood is scheduled 
for release in 2016.  Jean is a 
frequent presenter at writers’ 
conferences and has taught 
creative writing for many years, 
both in California and abroad. She 
lives in the Northern Californian 
woods where she is always at 
work on another book.

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club 5/15/16 Meeting   redwoodwriters.org
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®

May 15th Monthly Meeting

 FLYER DESIGN BY APRIL GREEN

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, May 15th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org

Redwood Writers Presents: Jean Hegland

How Research Can Help You 
Get the Facts Straight and

 Prime Your Imagination



Your book is published. Now what? THE ANSWER IS MARKETING! 
Effective book marketing uses a variety of methods to maximize 
exposure and profits, and many are FREE! In this comprehensive 
talk, you will learn many ways to market your book, including 
social media, blogging, obtaining reviews, and book signings.

Founded 1909
®

June 12th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:
Sunday, June 12th
2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:
Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:
$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room 
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS:
www.redwoodwriters.org
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About LeeAnne Krusemark
LeeAnne is an adjunct online Professor of Publishing for Harvard. 
Her publishing course is distributed to over 1000 universities, 
municipalities and private 
websites, and she is a nationwide 
speaker on the topic. She is also 
a former journalist, editor, and 
managing editor of newspapers, 
as well as an author of countless 
magazine articles and several 
business books. The inspiration 
she gives to others has even been 
compared to Oprah!

Annual Election of Redwood Writers Officers: President, three Vice 
Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer.  Add your voice to the vote!

Other Happenings

Volunteer Hooray Day !  Presentation of the Helene S. Barnhart Award 
for exceptional service to Redwood Writers and recognition of all the 
volunteers who make our CWC branch the best! Cheer and celebrate 
our wonderful volunteers.

Redwood Writers Presents: LeeAnne Krusemark
Your Book in 
the Spotlight

How to Create an Effective 
Marketing Strategy



Take the Mic

Redwood Writers member Jean Wong emcees this every-other-month literary 
delight of Sonoma County authors. This month poets will read from Redwood 
Writer’s 2016 poetry anthology, Stolen Light, edited by Fran Claggett. Other read-
ers are also welcome to share any five minute work they like. The event is open 
both to Redwood Writers members and the general public. Refreshments are 
served. Sign up and include a 50 word bio at rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org. 

www.RedwoodWriters.org Flyer Design by Paul Greenberg

Saturday 
May 7, 2016

10:15 A.M. - 12:15

Santa Rosa Central Library
Board Room

211 E Street, Santa Rosa
(707) 545-0831

Redwood Writers Open Mic at the Library



    Juanita J. Martin   

Mary Lynn is the author of two 
books: Briarhopper: A History, a 
memoir of one woman’s life from 
1913-1945, and the three-time 
award-winning, Accidental Cow-
girl: Six Cows, No Horse and 
No Clue, a lighthearted personal 
memoir of a greenhorn’s life on a 
small cattle ranch.)

Saturday

May 28
2-4 p.m.

Juanita J. Martin, Fairfield’s First 
Poet Laureate, is author of The 
Lighthouse Beckons poetry collec-
tion. She’s a winner of the Helene 
S. Barnhart Service Award in 2014. 
Her poetry appears in Blue Collar 
Review, Soma Literary Review, 
Rattlesnake Review and several 
Vintage Voices anthologies. 

Flyer designed by Paul Greenberg

MC: Jan Boddie

Join us for camaraderie and good literature.

Support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase of 
healthy delicious food ($5 per person mini-
mum).

Open mic sign-up starts at 1:30. First come, 
first served. Open mic limited to five minutes 
per person.

Free parking in rear of venue.

Questions: 
Robin Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net

Next Open Mic
June 25

with

Mary Lynn
Archibald 

 Fran Claggett

Anthology Poets
and







 

REDWOOD WRITERS       
NEW MEMBER MEETING 

Shy? Confused? Intimidated? Curious?  

This meeting is to orient new member. BUT, any member who might have questions 
about how to best use the many services that Redwood Writers offers is welcome. 

Our agenda will be to have fun, and enjoy wine and food while we discuss how to 
submit to the Redwood Writers anthologies and contests, how to participate in the 
Open Mic events and the Salon, and how to manage communication with other 
members on the Yahoo listserv email system.  

The New Member meetings will be held 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
in a private home on the Wednesdays listed below: 

 
September 16, 2015 
November 18, 2015 
January 20, 2016 
March 16, 2016 
May 18, 2016 

August 17, 2016 
November 16, 2016 

 
How to sign up?  

A month before the date an email notice will be sent to remind you of the date. At that 
time, RSVP by replying to the email and you are on the list. The host’s address will be 
emailed to you when you reply. 

 

Hope to see you there!  
 

   Linda L. Reid:  lindalreid100@gmail.com 
   Sandy Baker:  sandybaker131@gmail.com   
   Jan Rowley:  grayladywithdogs@gmail.com 

mailto:lindalreid100@gmail.com
mailto:sandybaker131@gmail.com
mailto:grayladywithdogs@gmail.com


Redwood Writers 

   2016 Meeting  

   Speakers 

Plan ahead to be front and center for each of the 
2016 Redwood Writers monthly meetings – learn 
from these industry speakers: 

 

January 10         Agents Panel - headed by Laurie McLean from Fuse Literary Agency.    
                                (Agents to take pitches following meeting.) 

February 14        Bonnie Lee - Tax Expertise for Writers 

March 13              Mysti Berry - Improve Your Dialogue With Linguistics 

April 10                Arlene Miller (Grammar Diva) - Which Rules Do Writers Need to Follow? 

May 15                   Jean Hegland - How Research Can Help You Get the Facts Straight  
                                 (Jean’s novel, Into the Forest, will open soon as movie) 

June 12                 LeeAnne Krusemark - Creating a Marketing Strategy for Your Book 

July 12                 Author Launch – chaired by Jeane Slone 

August 14            Michele Anna Jordan - A Writer's Harvest: Surviving in Today's World of 
   Publishing 

September 11    Hot Topic Round Tables – chaired by Sandy Baker 

October 9             Leslie Keenan - Timetable to Get That Book Done 

November 13      Amanda McTigue -  The Writer’s Voice 

December 11       Rebecca Foust - Poetry 

 

Contact any one of the Speakers Team listed below with your ideas  
for speaker topics or names of presenters.  

Thank You. 
            

Speaker Team: Linda L Reid and Skye Blaine (co-chair) 
Thonie Hevron, Waights Taylor and Karen Hart 
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